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THIS  WOMK  IB  ftnriOTnTLLT  DBDIOATBD  >- 

To  the  first,  —  as  a  feeble  tribute^  a  moictj  of  what  is  their  due,  for  the 
physical  and  moral  triumphs  they  have  won  through  long  early  years  of  toil, 
privation  and  endurance.  In  view  of  the  brief  space  allotted  to  man  by  an 
All  Wise  ProWdence,  as  an  average  existence  —  (no  more  than  thirty 
fljoeting  years  constituting  a  generation)  —  you  live  to  be  the  witnesses  of 
more  than  it  is  often  given  to  man  to  see.  The  wilderness  you  entered  in  your 
youths  —  some  of  yon  in  middle  age  —  you  have  lived  to  see  not  only 
'<  blossom  as  the  rose,''  but  to  bear  its  matured  and  ripened  fruits.  Where 
you  have  followed  the  trails  of  your  immediate  predecessors — the  Sonoca 
Iroquois  —  or  your  own  woods  paths,  are  Canals,  Rail  Roads  and  Telegraphs. 
A  long  line  of  internal  navigation  —  an  artificial  River —  bearing  upon  its 
bosom  the  products  of  your  own  subdued,  teeming  soil,  and  continuous  fleeti^ 
laden  with  the  products  of  an  Empire,  that  has  sprung  up  around  the  bor- 
ders of  our  Western  Lakes  —  winds  along  through  vallies  that  you  have  seen 
but  the  abodes  of  wild  beasts;  from  whose  depths  you  have  heard  in  your 
log  cabins,  the  terrific  howl  of  the  famisliing  wolf  !  Acqueducts»  structures 
that  the  architects  of  the  old  world  might  take  for  models,  span  the  streams  you 
have  often  forded,  and  over  which  you  have  helped  to  throw  primitive  kg 
bridges.  And  upon  these  Lakes,  whose  commerce  you  have  seen  to  oondst 
of  a  few  batteaux,  lazily  coasting  along  near  shore,  putting  into  bays  and  inlefeK 
whenever  the  elements  were  disturbed —  are  fleets  of  sail  vesselii^  and  "  floit- 
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DEDIOATIOK.  Y 

New  England  homes,  in  youth,  and  strength,  went  first  to  the  battle  field, 
where  it  was  the  strong  against  the  weak,  the  oppressor  against  the  oppressed, 
and  helped  to  win  a  glorious  national  inheritance;  then,  after  a  short  respite^ 
came  to  this  primitive  r^on,  and  won  a  local  inheritance  for  you,  fair  and 
fertile,  as  rich  in  all  the  elements  of  prosperity  and  happiness,  as  any  that 
the  sun  of  Heaven  shines  upon!  Quard  the  trust  in  a  spirit  of  gratitude; 
cherish  the  memories  of  the  Pioneers;  imitate  their  stem  virtues;  preserve 
and  cany  on  the  work  they  have  so  well  begun ! 

And  both  will  accept  this  tribute,  from  the  son  of  a  Pioneer  —  one  ''  who 
was  to  the  manor  bom,**  —  who  has  essayed  to  snatch  from  fading  memories^ 
gather  from  imperfect  records,  and  preser>'e  these  local  Reminiscences;  —  and 
who  most  of  all  regrets,  that  in  the  execution  of  the  task,  he  has  not  been  able 
to  recognize  more  of  the  names  and  the  deeds  of  the  Founders  of  sbttlx- 

MBNTB  IN  THE  GeNEBEK  CoUNTRT.  ThE  AuTHOB. 


LT  inEDKAiKnr. 


Dg  {tt2io«%^  propefled  br  m  nugbtr  sg<ait  vbose  pcrw«n  v€f«  bot  Enle 

[Bovn  wbcn  TOO  Uegm  to  •idd  the  axe  in  the  £»«»  ci  the  GcseK*  Ccmtt- 
tnr.     A  subtle  agtfit  vm  oceascnuJhr  flj&Liztg  hi  tLe  dark  furestik  iDdkarie 

in  j«cvef  bj  fc?aahing  a&l  kr^HiDg  iti  taH  tre«fr:  iLe::  b;n  partial] j  F^>iiKii 

0  man**  uae:  i»w.  tamed,  hafwwd,  coctrolkii;  uaTtnibg  tlr'«ie  vire*^  az»i 
vinginz  the  extremes  of  tLk  extendi  Unkn  to  bill  crmTene  vhh  «K:b 
Nber  vidi  tLe  ^xa|4iitr  of  tbc^sgbt,'  —  more  tLan  realiziog  tbe  boaeB  of 
Le  fffvit  of  tbe  pcvet'i  imaginatyjii,  vbo  vould 

**FnagMk  VDoodtibeEB^iatLctTBnEsleir' 

VLia^e&.  cades  iofdiatMOf  of  rejigpon  aD^l  karxdcg^  are  upc«  aia  vbe?t 
rov  Lar^  k<ii  tbe  daik  ihftdei  cf  the  forest  rest  vhii  a  i^iA^jkoA  cdlmesik 
bat  T<Q  oC'^al^i  budlj  bare  expecs«>l  to  ae^e  distoH^i  bj  tbe  bai>i  <j(  mi^^i^ir- 
Dent.  But  more  tban  all  tb»,  t<mi  bare  fired  to  k«  an  ext«&k»j  rej>:<:  Tf 
lilJenkew  oc«T«fted  into  fi^zitfol  fieUb;  a  lai>d»car<-  errrr  vLe;»:  izitr7«;'ef«<r:»i 
riib  OL«ii£jrtali&  otfvA  bixviiMis^  £um  biuliing<&:  ssirc^coicd  Lj  all  tLe  r^v 
kA»a  of  fcbiSaouaL  Di»ir|«tt&i  pftufpentj.  U  Lo  ei^  i2«^  Lk-*<c  }4u.;«e-i 
nkiiSek  fjondei  «rtlStfD«fltf^  bare  fired  hj  ubt  hkL  o'.'it»n2i:ak6-:i» !  PxM^dfJ, 
ioodlMS  axti  yet  glurkoil  Tbe  oc«qTKr:-n  aficti  baij?  &r>ifr  Lave  t»r«s: 
lertioren:  too.  cf«at£<n:  tber.  bare m*ie  field*  d<»c4a;bc;  t>x  bare ckcLcii 
ban  viib  iMJiimr  ftvamt  afrl  fa£  fiimioiL  TLer,  La«e  I-rc-ugit  mi^nr^i:^: 
ron.  rc^icing.  Tbon^  vat  tbe  |bvacal  Kxnngi  of  a  dhj.  p«efLaj«  cf  a  f<.<-- 
■■ale  boor:  roon,  was  tbe  Ligber  and  n(#tler  aaHb7l«c  —  "Jjiuy.T 
—  tbe  ffvit  of  CBdannee  an-l  penereflaDoe.  tbM  bt»l  out  HurjugL  k'C^  } 
if  nflerisg  and  pnTatko:  tbat  Vxikod  dangtei^  a]>l  oi&i;I'J^  in  tLr  £aci&. 
20  tber  l«£ame  Chmiiiar  MWiritlia.     In  tbe  n&rja^^iCi  cf  VrG-f^Ks:  lies  — 

1  viev  cf  tbe  CKMisnnmatx«  of  tbe  great  vc«k  cf  c-h-'i'iAjka  iiZ^i  izLj^i^i^- 
x«t.  T.:«  bare  beeped  to  oofsmaxiir  and  carry  <«  —  no«  tLac  tLe  »L^i«c  cf 
^^fung  »e  galbefing  arwmd  rcn  — ucm  tbat  joa  are  *in>:€UftL9i  tLat  T..^r 
c^  iij«c«  «artb  is  dooe  —  v«fl  mar  too  nj: —  "^A^r,  Lcfrd^  UtUtt  iJum 
W  f^f^ami  depart  im  peoceS* 

To    tlie  aeouod,   as  tbe  inboiton  of  a  ricb  ksn:7'«   tbe  frai»  cf  tLe 
^^*»'<KM!nt\  cf  \jti^  J«»*  of  enieqtfiipr.  toil  iuftha-je  ani  j>e.*i».'reren2kce:. 

^^"^^fr  Pionaer  Fuben:  tbe  cotMrntU/n of  tbor  BMmonec.     H:^^4k 
"*  *^  gartfln*  iacb  as  kings  may  l«rtov,  are  l^^}A^^i  c>:«Dj4R*i  vnL  vl 
7  ^^avv  baqnotbed!    F«  mart  of  tbeai  Icvaking  oa  fnm  tbeir  qsiet 


DKD1CATI02I;  ▼ 

S^  Engluiil  homei;*  in  Touih,  and  su^ngth,  went  first  to  the  battle  fidd| 
vbetv  h  v-M  tlie  sti>M^  against  the  weak,  the  opprasBor  i^ainst  the  oppnaased, 
a&i  bciped  to  win  a  glorious  national  inheritance;  then,  after  a  short  rospitcv 
cao^e  to  th»  primitive  ^^^^  uhl  won  a  kwal  inheritance  for  tou.  fair  and 
Sif:^  as  rich  in  aU  the  elements  of  prcMperitj  and  happineass  as  any  that 
'^  sea  ol  HeAven  shines  upon!  Goanl  the  trust  in  a  if^rit  of  gratitude; 
:^-n<&  the  memories  of  the  Pioneers;  imitate  their  stem  virtues;  pivserra 
IS  I  «rTT  on  the  work  they  have  so  well  begun! 

A:>i  U'ch  «ill  accept  this  tribute,  fi\>m  the  son  of  a  Pioneer  —  one  ^  who 
WAS  :o  :he  manor  bonu**  —  who  has  essayed  to  snatch  from  fading  memofie% 
jvLtr  fr  -m  imperfect  record;!^  and  pivsene  those  local  Reminiscences ;  —  and 
vif .^  3KX  of  all  n£^i:ivHak  that  in  the  execution  of  the  task,  he  has  not  been  able 
:."  >:v\-^iiiie  nh>r^  of  the  names  and  the  deeds  of  the  Fovsdkrs  op  sittlk- 

XTS  Z3e  ras  GssrxsKS  CorsETRT.  Ta£  Arruon. 
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The  itono  thej  met  with  boeomthand. 
And  bloodlesB  triamphs  bought  bj  tod; 

The  wild  beast  from  his  ravern  scared. 
And  clothed  in  bloom  the  rirgin  loiL 

Distemper  leagued  with  famines  wan, 
Xerred  to  a  high  nsolve»  thej  bore ; 

And  flocks^  upon  the  thjm  j  lawn. 
Banged  where  the  panther  yelled  before. 

Look  now  abroad  !  the  scene  how  changed. 

Where  fifty  fleeting  years  ago 
Clad  in  their  savage  costume  ranged. 

The  belted  lords  of  shaft  and  bow. 

In  praise  of  pomp  let  fawning  Art 
Carre  rocks  to  triumph  over  yeai^ 

The  giatefol  incense  of  the  heart 
Give  to  our  liviog  Pio9ibkb& 

Almighty!  may thioe out-stretched ann 
Guard  through  longoges  yte  to  be^ 

From  tread  of  slave  and  kingly  hann^ 
Om  Eocr  or  tbk  Gkxbsbi. 


PREFACE. 


'.V  *.d<  xdMiUi  of  Sepumbcr  bet*  tbc  ftutbor  puUishcd  *  The  Pioaeer  Histoiy  of 
I>l.-»  &=i  G«iziiun'ft  rurchaie  —  Monroe** — announcing  in  the  prefikce  that  he 
T.  ^  f  11.  V  ::  sp  with  a  snilar  volume  for  each  of  the  counties  of  Ontario,  Wayna. 
y^"^  Linr^v-'n  aad  AUeganj.  The  plan  contemplated  the  nae.  in  each  case,  of  the 
tiZif  zu^  K-kij-  of  the  vork,  and  the  aidiuon  of  a  Supplement  having  e^wcial  n:ier- 
ci^! :.-  IM  cv>uatT  ior  which  ii  was  designed.  In  other  vosda.  in  addiuon  to  what 
ru  r.  c:a:^ed  la  the  hodv  of  the  work,  an  hundred  pages  of  matter  for  each  coun^. 
Tie  r.C;:a«  d^v  praseat^  is  a  depazture  fn>m  that  plaa. 

Tr ,  ^cfr  a  KcmLng  infimiiir  of  purpose,  it  needs  oalv  to  be  stated  that  the  expcr- 
.T<;:  KBiie  whh  otie  count r  Las  fully  demonstnted  that  the  plan  of  publishing  an- 
:  •.*.^'«i  w.-'Tili  inrolve  an  amount  of  expense  which  no  pnMpective  sales  would  justify. 
>'r.^e9iwTT.  '^f  c".anling  against  a  k^as  which  fk>em«i  likely  to  aecrce  from  canring 
. ::  i  i-iz  :1a:  pn^siiivd  gm:er  sum«ss  than  the  sale  of  the  published  Ti^ume  would 
■:  i  2:2^  Ijks  not  only  dictated  the  change,  but  upon  the  aoore  of  prudence^  made  it 

Tiii  roilcate  now  praanited  is  the  general  UiMorr  of  Fhelps  and  Gorham*s  Pur- 

:^&  &ii  Mccris'  Reserre,  to  which  is  added,  a  Supplement  of  nearly  an  hundred 

rs^».  <r.  bracii^c  v:  extension  of  Pionoer  eTent«  in  what  is  now  the  counties  of  O31- 

'  J.     m'at  !CK.  Yatbs  Lii^i>'«»T05,  ALiEdA5f  &nd  lome  of  the  eastern  towns  of  Wr- 

4.«:  .  —  iccal  evvnif  and  the  in£uenci»  of  tho  var  of  ISI^ ;  and  the  crowning  erect 

:".  •-  :.l  jvosp^rrity,  the  cosapk  tivA  of  the  Erie  OuiaL 

Tl;  ^z<r^  pilan  of  the  ri-tluxuo  as  now  pnTA^ntcxi  will  haMly  be  nufunderstood  by 
^^  *^erF  —1:  is  a  hitiiory  of  tho  Fiocivr,  or  riULT  scttixxcnt.  of  that  porion  of 
'■-'  u-.iHkv  Country  rmbnced  in  tho  ^mrchaiv  of  Oliver  Phelps  and  Nathi&iel  G»»t- 
:~*^  .i  -^  S:xU-  vvf  Mi»Ms«:hrJi;:#  and  the  Stneca  ludianSk&ad  of  that  }x>rtion  puz> 
— ^-i  :t  R^.Vht:  Monis  wljch  ho  r\«>nod  in  his  sklo  to  the  IMIiaa  Cor.:jvany. 
T-e  '>>,:~lir2<»  cf  the  rt^on  cmbrace^i  are  isdicatAi  in  Ur^  tiile  p&^\  and  arv  more 
wkT.r  ii££,«d  is  the  K>3v  of  the  work.  1:  is  the  oastem,  ar.d  ncarlv  tho  oso  h&If  of 
»:-■  ,-  rJS::-:«^  pn.pfxly.  Wftrtera  New  Yozk :  its  eastern  boundary  bcir.g  tho  Mas- 
». :  =K  u>  lae  ^-f  pre-emption. 

7i:  week  cociax-ac<»  viUi  the  advent  of  the  Fn^nch  ufvn  the  St.  Lawronco,  and 
r:  ^  ib;^  fcvvrms  to  this  regior.,  and  along  the  shonits  of  the  Western  L&kos  to  the 
lL:*bc».rc«; .  tcitf!y  nL>K^ni2ing  the  pn^minont  ivents  that  fv'llowod  us  dor  Ergli^h  and 
r^«5ch.  i3.'t£:;iaion. 

L:..!^  ■:  cv>lccial  list^^ry  has  Kvsi-mbractd  —  that  which  tecdivl  in  this  direction 
— :.-  =.Lke  sF.ci  as  induction  to  the  main  d^^^m  of  the  work,  as  would  secure  an  un- 
ar  £^z  £lA.&,  or  ch^>nolAc:y  *^^  even  is.  commencing  viih  tike  landir.g  of  tho  French 
:-- •  •>.£  5u  LawTkroo,  ar.d  continued  thivvogb  the  jx-riod  of  Fncuoh  ar.d  Er.jTlxsh 
.••.-::j-r  rj.  As  all  :!.:#  was  but  i:>oidor.tAl»  it  ha#  ^^cvn,  ger.crally.  briiSy  di5|\>M!«i  oC 
i '  u.^  x:.'J:jcc  was  a.!ni«^nished  that  his  space  would  be  xe^uistd  when  he  had  entcrcd 
cfKA  a  jess  l^axen  track.    Tet  he  may  vmtcK  to  anticipate  that  erm  the  ttodcst  of 
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PART  FIRST. 


CHAPTER    I. 


BRIEF    NOTICES    OF    EARLY    COLONIZATION. 


It  was  one  hundred  and  sixteen  years  after  the  discovery  of 
America  by  Columbus,  before  the  occupancy  of  our  race  was  tend- 
ing in  this  direction,  and  Europeans  had  made  a  permanent  stand 
upon  the  St.  Lawrence,  under  the  auspices  of  France  and  Cham- 
plain.  In  all  that  time,  there  had  been  but  occasional  expeditions 
to  our  northern  Atlantic  coast,  of  discovery,  exploration,  and 
occasional  brief  occupancy ;  but  no  overt  act  of  possession  and 
dominion.  The  advent  of  Champlain,  the  founding  of  Quebec,  from 
which  events  we  date  French  colonization  in  America,  was  in  1608. 
One  year  previous,  in  1607,  an  English  expedition  had  entered  the 
Chesapeake  Bay  and  founded  Jamestown,  the  oldest  English  settle- 
ment in  America.  In  1609,  Henry  Hudson,  an  Englishman,  in  the 
employ  of  the  East  India  Company  of  Holland,  entered  the  bay 
of  the  river  that  bears  his  name,  and  sailed  up  the  river  as  far  as 
Albany.  In  1621,  permanent  Dutch  colonization  commenced  at 
New- York  and  Albany.  In  1620  the  first  English  colonists  com- 
menced the  permanent  occupancy  of  New  Eiigland  at  Plymouth. 

In  tracing  the  advent  of  our  race  to  our  local  region,  French 
colonization  and  occupancy,  must  necessarily,  take  precedence. 
Western  New- York,  froman  early  period  after  the  arrival  of  Cham- 
plain  upon  the  St.  Lawrence,  —  until  1759,  —  for  almost  a  century 
and  a  half,  formed  a  portion  of  French  Canada,  or  in  a  more  ex- 
tended geographical  designation,  of  New  France. 

France,  by  priority  of  discovery,  by  navigators  sailing  under  her 
flag,  and  commissioned  by  her  King,  in  an  early  period  of  partition 
among  the  nations  of  Europe,  claimed  the  St.  Lawrence  and  ils 
tributary  waters  and  all  contiguous  territory,  as  her  part  of  the  New 
World.    Setting  at  defiance,  as  did  England  the  papal  bull  of  Pope 
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Alexander  VI.,  which  conferred  all  of  America,  "  its  towns  and 
cities"  included,  upon  Spain  and  Portugal,  her  then  King,  Francis 
I.  entered  vigorously  into  the  national  competition  for  colonial  pos- 
sessions in  America.  While  the  English  and  Dutch  were  cruizing 
upon  our  southern  and  eastern  coasts,  entering  the  bays,  and  mouths 
of  their  rivers,  hesitating  and  vasciliating  in  measures  of  permanent 
colonization ;  and  the  Spaniards  were  making  mixed  advents  of  gold 
hunting  and  romance,  upon  our  south-western  coast ;  the  French 
were  coasting  off  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  unappalbd  by 
a  rigorous  climate,  and  rough  and  forbidding  landscapes,  resolving 
upon  colonization  upon  its  banks.  ''Touch  and  take,"  was  the 
order  of  the  day ;  with  but  little  knowledge  of  the  value  of  the  vast 
region  that  had  been  discovered,  of  its  capabilities  and  resources, 
but  such  as  had  been  gained  by  navigators  in  a  distant  view  of  the 
coasts,  and  ^n  occasional  entrance  into  bays  and  rivers :  the  splendid 
inheritance  was  parcelled  out,  or  claimed  by  the  nations  of  Europe, 
as  lightly  and  inconsiderately  as  if  it  had  been  of  little  worth. 

The  subjects  of  France,  as  it  would  now  seem,  when  such  a  vast 
field  had  been  opened  for  possession ;  after  they  had  seen  and  heard 
of  more  promising  and  congenial  regions,  made  but  a  poor  choice 
of  her  share  in  the  New  World.  We  are  left  principally  to  con- 
jecture for  the  explanation :  First,  the  broad  stream  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence invited  them  to  enter  and  explore  it ;  no  where  were  Europe- 
ans met  bv  the  natives  with  more  friendiv  manifestations :  and  a 
lucrative  trade  soon  added  to  the  inducements.  It  was  a  mighty 
flood  that  they  saw  pouring  into  the  ocean,  with  a  uniformity  that 
convinced  them  of  the  vast  magnitude  and  extent  of  the  region  it 
drained.  Though  ice-bound  for  long  and  dreary  months,  when  spring 
approached,  its  fetters  gave  way,  and  on  rolled  its  rushing  tide,  a 
"swift  witness"  that  it  came  from  congenial  regions  embraced  in 
their  discovery.  Beside,  a  "  shorter  route  to  the  Indies,"  across  this 
OOBtinenU  was  one  of  the  prominent  and  early  objects  of  European 
naivigBtora,  folloviing  the  discovery  of  Columbus.  It  was  in  fact,  a 
maiQ  object*  allied  perhaps  with  visions  of  precious  metals ; — ^for 
aetoal  odoiiization,  was  at  first  but  incidental  to  the  leading  objects.* 


*  Upon  the  Rhfirw  of  thp  Chp^pcake,  npon  tlu*  Hiulimn  nnd  St.  I^wn'nc(%  and  ia 
the  bayi  of  New  Eni^laud.  Uio  lirvt  infornuiUnn  souirht  afti-r  hr  Eupiiti-an  adwnMrc^ 
of  tbe  n^vQi^  tlirDU|*hthc  medium  of  nini^hod  reference  to  thi*din*cti<>a9  from  vhich 
^  riven  flowed,  and  theexiBleDee  of  prociou«  metalL 
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It  was  but  a  Datund  deduction,  that  i\\e  broad  and  deep  river  they 
iftd  entertNi  from  the  ocean,  and  its  tributaries,  werc  stretched  out 
s  a^onc  line  toward  the  Pacitio  coivist.* 

The  progress  oi'  co!oa:/ati.'n  in  all  the  northern  portion  of  the 
cooriaer.L  alter  d;sc«n-ery.  was  slo^v.  What  in  our  age,  and  esj>e- 
rijlW  wiv^re  our  own  country ineu  ai*e  enijaijiHl,  would  l>e  but  the 
•vork  of  a  vt-ar.  wa<  ihc^n  i!io  work  of  a  centurv.  It  was  before  the 
worlj  had  been  stimulated  by  ihe  example  of  a  free  iiovernment  and 
.  frv**/  p  opif*,  u:jr.cumbered  by  royal  grants  and  charters,  and  their 
'":  •'.;>  ..'..I  :  .ir:i:!.li^.r  moni^'polies.  It  w.\s  l>efore  o'^'-^^rnments  had 
-irr.eJ  ihj-  <'\\n\'.c  i;u:hs  thiit  some*  of  iIumu  are  yet  >]o\v  in  appre- 
c:a:i:.c,  llir.t  ::ie  li^irlier  destinies  of  our  own  race  i.ie  ci)!v  to  be 

m 

\Tork:\i  •.•ul  in  the  a!  sence  oi  shackles  upon  the  mind  ar.d  the  phy- 

scaI  in-^rjies  *'^i  :iie  iz^n-erne  i.     It  was  when  ih»^  ?rood  of  the  few 

^,y  fiiade  sul  servient  to  ihat  of  ihe  mar.v :  and  Kiivj^  and  their 

'aT-riTe?  were  central  orbs  r.rinind  which  ail  there  w\:s  of  human 

-i^scr^v.  enternnzc^  and  a  1  venture,  was  made  to  revolve  as  sattelites. 

It  w:l>  v.  hen  f''»reijn  v.  r^rs  ar.d  conqui'<ts.  and  civil  wars,  in  w4iicli 

•J>e  h'cher  interests  of  manl.ind  were  but  little  involved,  were  divert- 

.Lz  the  attonlion  oi  Eun^pe  from  the  rnrsuits  of  peice.  civilization, 

-vi  :'rielr  exte!^  led  s|^h?re.     There  w;;s  no  p»-.M  Iv^t  lo  awake  the 

v*f  •  i:.2  er.ertries  of  :\v^  Oil  Worid  to  an  aJequ:.:e  eo::ce;^tion  of 

the  field  of  promise  that  wa<  o;  euiec  here  :  —  no  one  to  even  fore- 

jhiiovT  al!  that   was  hivlJ.n  in  the  womb  of  time:  ar.d  ha*i  there 

'•ten.  there  would  liave  been  ui-tolded  to  Kircs  ami  Potentates 

-ttl-e  for  their  enc?:irace:n.Til :  but  how  much  to  man.  in  all  his 

iv'i'ir*!  nsriralion^.  his  lookiivj  forward  to  a  rttter  timk! 

When  co! en; nation.  >i4'*l)  :i<  c«»ntemplated  |>ermanent  occupation 
^taily  conv.«ence'.l.  it  was  i'l  a  mensure.  simultaneous.  uri"Hi  car 
■  nhern  coast.^.     Two  powrfui  competitors  started  in   the  race 

'  T^'  ist?*^i  !i  La  S.;ll.\  with  a  <?  iM»  of  (lanne  »  n;«  nn."t»  :>..it  Tr.is  r^riT  ^x»>»l  W, 

*  •  * 

*■  tVt"^  T.i  •*.-  '.T  •«.  •  "^  \     !■■•  V.i  1  '   ■  <i »  •M'-r  '•: .  *.  't «  "I  •-  r  war  ■>- .  f  \\w  Mi^-i^-^iv-i-:. 

-^"^  i-lu:  ^'i  :r:^i.•'.l^J  :.. '^t-  'hi-  :.-.-».  "  ';vi>in  i-.:*.  wl«u'h  ihtv  rt^Tiiil.     I^'avir.^'bi'- 

-  '  ^l-.•  1-  ■.  ■  "...   ■  :.*->  «  f  :.:"  :  "'.    -■•-*•  i-.i.;:-   ...i.  :i.i-  J^  -:<  i.^  i-v.*'  'i^i.i^i.  ;;::i  o;irrv 

.vnxir^  TTr.'^**.  he  wu-i  hinw  \\  u*--;*--)^*.!  in  v.u-  'jn\^»'.x  i'>»';vts  of  }iis  T^ii^-  ri.  a  now 

..-  ^>  '.L-r-  LaLvt*  ,*ii»i  iKv  ui'"^**  \«  sy  ••!  O'H.  i  !i«'  t'XUiil  »•!  his*  ^xao'it.rinc*  i>  *up- 
-••^i*    *-i-.-   }"'.'.  ri.i1iv.;.!.v:;i.  !::   N;  v  >'.,  \itM.     H«   WTt-t  v ;....>!    ..]-  :.  !h«'  r:jl.:  tniok 

■-•  >li-  :hu.i  T'l^  r    v.i'*  pi  i  i'.»  tii.ii  .i.Mw.-'U.     >  ii.ii  wi-  ov*:K'luao  'J"-::  liiro-jsrh  K«me 
^•.■«*tir.  n»»ii"iTn.  ■s-'Tij^.'  ii.ili-itinci  i-.i*  a  h-fi  l*- vi:  pr<'mu!!ri!«!  of  v*ut  in  our  *i'\ v  » 
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for  possession  and  dominion  in  America ;  and  a  third  was  awakened 
and  became  a  competitor.  While  as  yet  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  were 
refugees  in  Germany,  deliberating  as  to  where  should  be  tReir 
assylum,  appalled  by  all  the  dangers  of  the  ocean  and  an  inhospita- 
ble clime,  and  at  times  half  resolving  to  go  back  and  brave  the  per- 
secution from  which  they  had  fled ; — while  as  yet  there  was  but 
one  feeble  colony,  upon  all  our  southern  coast,  and  the  rambling 
De  Soto  and  the  romantic  Ponce  de  Leon  had  been  but  disappointed 
adventurers  in  the  south-west;  the  adventurous  Frenchmen  had 
entered  the  St.  Lawrence  and  plafsted  a  colony  upon  its  banks ; 
had  erected  rude  pallisades  at  Quebec  and  Montreal,  and  were 
making  their  way  by  slow  stages  in  this  direction.  Halting  at 
Kingston,  (Frontenac)  they  struck  off  across  Canada  by  river  and 
inland  lake  navigation  —  carrying  their  bark  canoes  over  portages  — 
and  reached  Lake  Huron ;  then  on,  amid  hostile  tribes,  until  they 
had  explored  and  made  missionary  and  trading  stations  upon  Lakes 
Michigan  and  Superior,  the  upper  waters  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the 
Illinois  rivers. 

In  all  the  French  expeditions  to  the  St.  Lawrence,  previous  to  that 
of  Champlain,  there  is  little  interest  save  in  those  of  Jaques  Cartier. 
In  his  second  one,  in  1535,  with  three  ships,  and  a  lai^  number 
of  accompanying  adventurers  he  entered  the  St.  Lawrence  and 
gave  it  its  name ;  giving  also,  as  he  proceeded  up  the  river,  names 
to  other  localities  which  thev  vet  bear.  Arrived  at  the  Island  of 
Orleans,  he  had  a  friendly  interview  with  the  natives.  In  a  previ- 
ous  voyage  he  had  seized  and  carried  to  France,  two  natives,  who, 
returning  with  him  somewhat  instructed  in  the  French  language. 
now  acted  as  his  interpreters,  and  gave  a  favorable  account  to  their 
people  of  those  they  had  been  with,  and  the  countr}-  they  had  seen. 
Plroceeding  on,  he  anchored  for  the  winter  at  "  Stadacona,''  after- 
wards  called  Quebec.  Here  he  was  met  by  an  Indian  chief,  Doiia- 
coiia»  with  a  train  of  five  hundred  natives  who  welcomed  his  arri- 
val. The  Indians  giving  Cartier  intimation  that  a  larger  village 
than  theirs  lay  fartlier  up  the  river.  With  a  picked  crew  of  thirty- 
five  armed  men  he  ascended  the  river,  had  friendlv  interviews  with 
the  natives  upon  its  banks.  Arriving  at  the  present  site  of  Mon- 
treal, lie  found  an  Indian  village  called  Hochelaga,  which  "stood  in 
the  midst  of  a  great  fi«ld  of  Indian  com,  was  of  a  circular  form, 
containing  about  fifty  large  huts,  each  fifty  paces  long  and  from 


PHSUB   JJSD  GOSHAM'^S    PllBCHASE.  13 

xxmeeo  to  dfceen  wide,  all  built  in  the  shape  of  tunnels,  formed  of 
acd  covered  with  birch  bark :  the  d wellin>;»  were  divided  into 
^ral  nxxu>«  surrounding  an  open  court  in  the  centre,  where  the 
Ere*  bomevJ.  Three  rows  of  pallisades  encircled  the  to^Ti,  with 
ocj  oae  entrance :  above  the  gate  and  over  the  wluJe  length  of 
ah?  ocier  ring  of  defence,  there  wts  a  g:i!lery,  a(>proached  by  flights 
of  sceptk  arul  ptentifully  provided  with  stones  and  other  missiles  to 
resist  attack.**  •  The  strani^ers  wen?  entertained  with  fetes  and 
imces.  axsi  in  their  turn,  made  presents.  The  sick  and  infirm  came 
2>  Jjkq«M9  Cartier  who  in  Jie  simple  minds  of  the  natives,  possessed 
smv  sui^matural  power  over  disease,  which  he  disclaimed ;  bot 
±e  p*.  .xis  adventurer  *•  read  aloud  part  ot*  the  Gospel  of  St.  John, 
Alii  iTAvie  the  sign  of  the  cross  over  the  sufferer?." 

Jaqu^s  Cartier  returned  to  his  colony  at  St.  Croix,  after  a  triendlr 

jttTtir^  with  his  newly  acquired  acquaintances  at  Hochel^iga,     In 

iij  ihseace.  the  intense  cold  had  come  upon  his  people  unprepared, 

•,he  sctirrv  had  attacked  them,  twentv-nve  were  dead,  and  all  wero 

mjce  vf'  Seiis  affected.     The  kind  natives  gave  him  a  remedy  that 

checked  the  disease.f     The  exj^edition  prepared  to  return  to  FVance, 

As  if  aH  «.>f  the  first  interviews  of  our  race  with  the  natives  were  to 

be  stioillv  n;arked  bv  acts  of  wro!^^  and  outrage,  as  an  earnest  of 

±e  mvxe  caulogue  that  was  to  K^low,  under  preterH^e  that  he  had 

•fen  socae  mjuiifestations  of  hostilities,  Cartier  signalized  hisdepart- 

sTf.  arid  his  ingratitude,  bv  seizins  the  chief,  Donaconx  the  former 

cifCTes^  xnd  two  othon? :  and  conveying  them  on  bo^ird  his  vessels. 

aWC  them  to  France.     The  act  was  mitigated,  it  has  been  said,  by  a 

iZii  treatxnent  that  reconciled  them  to  their  fate. 

Tae  expedition  had  found  no  ••  gi4d  nor  silver"  and  for  that  rea- 
ndisap^xHnted  their  patrxHi,  the  King,  and  the  people  of  France; 
kued  to  which,  were  tales  of  suffering  in  a  ricvMrous  climate,  Ja- 
^as  Cartier.  however,  mode  favorable  rejx>rtsof  all  he  had  seen  and 
aeard :  aiui  uie  Indian  chief,  Donacona.  as  soon  as  he  had  acquired 
eftOQzh  o:'  French  to  be  inteUig:ble,  '^confini^  all  that  Lad  been  said 

•i  the  t^autv.  richix*ss  aini  salubritv  oi  his  native  couutrv."     The 

.  •  • 

cftiei  h^»wever.  sicker.ei  and  died. 
Ti>?  next  ci^mmission  to  visit  the  new  dominions  of  France,  was 


*  1  ^eesAn  «f  dbt  l«f  uui  dw  Iwk  of  dbt  fir 
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granted  to  Jean  Francois  de  la  Roche,  with  Jaques  Carticr  as  his 
second  in  command.  It  was  formidable  in  its  organization  and 
equipment:  after  a  series  of  disasters:  —  the  arrival  of  Cartier, 
upon  his  old  grrounds;  a  reconciling  of  the  Indians  to  his  outrage, 
a  winter  cf  disease  and  death  among  his  men :  a  fuilure  of  de  la 
Roche  to  arrive  in  se;ison :  it  returned  to  France  to  add  to  a  war  in 
which  she  had  just  then  engaged,  reasons  for  suspending  colonial 
enterprises.  Almost  a  half  century  succeeded  for  French  advents 
to  become  but  a  tradition  upon  the  banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence. 

How  like  a  vision,  in  all  this  time,  must  those  advents  have  seemed 
with  the  simple  natives !     A  strange  people,  with  all  that  could  excite 
their  wonder :  —  their  huge  ships,  their  loud  mouthed  cannon,  whose 
sounds  had  reverberated  upon  the  summits  of  their  mountains,  in 
their  valhes,  and  been  re-echoed  from  the  deep  recesses  of  their 
forests ;  with  their  gay  banners,  and  music,  and  all  the  imposing  at- 
tendants of  fleets  sent  out  by  the  proud  monarch  of  a  showy  and 
ostentatious  nation  of  Europe  ;  who  had  addressed  them  in  an  un- 
imown  tongue,  and  by  signs  and  symbols  awed  them  to  a  contempla- 
tion of  a  Great  Spirit,  other  than  the  terrible  Manitou  of  their  sim- 
ple creed ;  who  had  showed  them  a  "  book"  in  which  were  revela- 
^^oos  thev  had  neither  •'seen  in  the  clouds  nor  heard  in  the  winds;" 
^hose  advent  had  been  a  mixed  one  of  conciliation  and  perfidy :  — 
^*^io  had  given  them  a  taste  of  "strong  water.'*  that  had  steeped 
*Meur  senses  in  forgetfulness,  or  aroused  their  fiercest  passions.     All 
*hia  had  come  and  gone,  began  and  ended,  and  kft  bcl.ind  it  a  vacu- 
^ttn,  of  mingled  wonder,  amazement  and  curiosity :  and  of  dark  fore- 
hodin^  of  evil  if  there  was  some  kind  spirit,  caring  for  their  future 
lestiny,  to  foreshadow  to  them  the  sequel  of  all  they  had  witnessed. 
Wr  ould  the  pale  faced  strangers  come  again  ?  —  Would  their  lost  ones 
■o    restored  to  reveal  to  them  the  mysteries  of  those  wondrous 
<i  vents  ;  and  teD  them  of  alt  things  they  had  seen  in  that  far  off 
Mid,  the  home  of  the  stranger?  ?    These  were  the  anxious  enquiries. 
"kernes  aronnd  their  council  fires,  in  their  wigwams,  when  thev 
^      communion  with  their  pagan  deities,  or  asked  the  moon  arjl  the 
"^  to  Ue  the  revelators  of  hidden  thinsrs.     One  general  ion  pc&ssed 

y  and  another  succeeded,  before  the  mvsterious  strangers  came. 

•  — 

ri^y  5^^P^^tfc*M  of  Frenoh  &ih'?7m-:a  ar.i  f-i-.r*.  et.Tt ral't  cvmi^c^ij:  .  f  Xt w 
"^       ^       ~  T  entered  the  9l  Lavtccc«  a&d  trailed  vith  ibe  uutcc. 
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to  coociliate  their  favor  by  ofieriog  themselves  a$  allies ;  then 
lo  wTvss  rrom  theni  empii^  and  dominion. 

Theorst  expedition  of  Chaoiplain  ^vas  in  16021  and  *4.     The  ac* 

cou£:$  of  them  pi»sess  but  little  interest.     In  1605,  equipped  by  his 

pacrvcs  for  an  ex|)edition.  having  princi^vuly  in  view  the  fur  trade,  he 

exte&ied  hi5  own  views  to  the  addition  of  permanent  colonization. 

lad  missioQary  enterprise.    Arriving  at  Quebec*  he  erected  the  first 

Earo(.van  tenements  upon  the  banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence.     The  In- 

iLa:^  with  whom  Cartier  had  cultivated  an  acquaintance,  were  re- 

iaceii  tv>  a  few  in  number,  bv  removal*  famine  and  disease.     Re> 

nitring  a:  Quebec  through  a  severe  winter,  relieving  the  neccessi- 

Dei  oc  uie  Indians,  his  own  people  suflfering  under  an  attack  of  the 

sconry,  Champlain  in  1609.  accompanied  by  two  Frenchmen  and 

a  var  pviny  ot'  the  natives,  went  up  the  St.  La\!iTence,  and  struck  off 

to  u^  Lake  that  still  bears  his  name.     The  war  party  that  accom- 

faoM  him.  were  of  the  Algonquins  and  Hurons,  of  Canada,  who  wero 

tfaea  at  war  with  the  Iroquois.     Their  object  was  invasion  ot'  the  Ir- 

o^qoms  country,  and  Chanij^Iain,  from  motives  of  }^icy  had  become 

iheir  amv.     Upon  the  shores  ot*  a  lake  to  which  be  gave  the  name  of 

Sl  Sttcran^nt — afterwards  called  Lake  George—the  party  ntet  a 

war  pany  of  two  hundred  Iroquois ;  a  b.iitle  ensued,  the  tide  of  it  \As 

m  z35ujlL  turning;  in  tavor  of  the  warlike  and  alnK>st  everv  where 

coc^i^rir.^  Irvx^^uois.  when  Champlain  suddenly  made  his  appearance. 

¥:±  hjs  two  Frenohii^n.  and  the  tirsi  lire  Ironi  their  an^uabuses.  kit- 

JBii  two  ofuie  Iroquois  chiefs,  and  wounded  a  third.     The  Iroquois. 

iacajed.  a>  well  by  ihe  rep^^rt  and  terrible  effect  of  new  weapons 

«  war.  as  by  the  appearance  of  those  who  bore  them,  held  out  but 

trje  iOQger ;  ded  in  disonier :  were  pursued,  and  many  i>t*ihe!u  killed 

Liien  rrisoners.     This  was  the  first  battle  ot' which  histor^•  cives 

lev  account,  in  a  re^iion  where  armies  have  since  otien  met. — 

.:  marks  another  era,  the  intri.xlucuonof  fire  arms  in  battle,  to 

if  ti'ives.  in  ail  the  northeni  portiiMi  of  this  cvnitinent.     They  had 

Aovbeen  made  acquaintevl  with  the  two  elements  that  were  destined 

*>  wvrk  out  princij>ally  their  decline  and  gradu:U  extermination. 

T^v  had  tasted  French  brandy  ujx^n  the  St.  La\%Tence.  English  rum 

Kjcc  tide  shores  of  ihe  Chesapeake,  and  Dutch  gin.  upon  the  banks 

«ie  Huds^^Hi.     Thev  had  seen  the  mirfitv  ensnnes.  one  of  which 

1*  v>  c^Miquer  them  in  battle  and  the  i^her  was  to  conquer  them 

ia  {«ace  councils,  where  cessions  of  their  domains  were  involved. 


L-m"  » 


16  FHELF8   Ain>  GOBHAX's    PUBCHASK 

rharr,  plain  returned  to  France,  leaving  a  small  colony  at  Quebec: 
was  invited  to  an  audi<'nce,  and  had  favor  with  the  King,  who  be- 
stowed iijKin  all  this  reirion.  the  name  of  New  Franco.*  Cham- 
plain  visiied  his  infant  colony  auain  in  1610.  and  I6'«3.  recruitinirit, 
and  uw»n  each  occasion  going  himself  to  battle  with  his  neii:hl>or5 
and  allitfs  ntrainst  the  Iro(|uoi?.  In  1015  a  company  of  merchants  in 
France,  having  procured  a  charier  from  the  Kincr,  which  embraced 
all  of  French  interests  in  New  France,  gave  to  Champlain  the  prin- 
cipal direction  of  their  affairs.  Having  attended  to  the  temporal 
affairs  of  the  colony,  the  conversion  of  the  natives,  by  Catholic 
missionaries,  encraged  his  attention.  Four  missionaries  of  the  order 
of  Rrcollets  were  enlisted.  These  were  the  first  missionaries  in 
Canada,  and  the  first  upon  all  our  Atlantic  coast,  with  the  exception 
of  some  Jesuit  missionaries  that  had  before  reached  Nova  Scotia. 
I-,eavintr  the  larj;e  recruit  of  colonists  he  brought  out  at  Quebec, 
where  he  toun«l  all  things  had  none  well  in  his  absence,  the  intrepid  ad- 
venturer, and  .<fo!«iier  as  he  had  made  himself,  pushed  on  to  Alontreal, 
and  joined  ajrain  a  war  party  of  his  Indian  allies,  against  the  Inxjuois. 
The  Iri"»qu<Ms  wore  this  time  conquerors.  Defeat  had  lessened  the 
importance  of  Champlain  in  the  eyes  of  his  Indian  allies,  and  thoy 
even  refused  him  and  his  few  followers,  a  guide  back  to  Quel-ec. 
althouuh  he  had  K^en  wounded.  Remaining  for  the  winter  an 
unwilling  truest  of  his  Indian  allies,  he  improved  his  time,  as  soon  as 
his  w<ninds  would  allow  of  it.  in  visiting  more  of  the  wild  n-^ion  of 
Canad.i.  In  the  spring  he  returned  to  Quebec,  and  in  July,  to 
France. 

For  several  succeeding  years.  Champlain  visited  and  revisited  the 

colonv.  extendincand  strenjrtheninuit :  encounterinjr  vicissitudes  in 

•  •  -  «- 

Franc*c  ci>nsequent  upt'^n  the  breaking  up  and  change  of  proprictor- 
shij*s :  his  colony  subjected  to  attacks  from  the  Inxjuois  whoin  he 
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De  Moots,  and  the  UhIs  aDd  so&rings  of  their  followers,  fornearlj 
a  centurv."  • 

Champlain  returned  in  1633,  haTing  been  re-appointed  Goveroor 
of  New  France,  bnncrinc:  with  him  recruits  of  Missionary  and  other 
colonists,  and  gave  a  new  impulse  to  colonial  enterprize ;  settle- 
ments betran  to  be  extended,  arid  a  college,  with  rich  endowaients 
was  formed  at  Quebec,  for  the  "education  of  youth,  and  the  conver- 
sion of  the  Indians/'  While  all  this  was  in  progress,  Champlain. 
the  founder  of  French  colonization  in  New  France,  to  whose  perse- 
verance, courage,  and  fortitude,  France  was  indebted  for  the  foot- 
bold  she  had  gained  upon  this  continent,  died,  and  was  "buried  in  the 
citj  of  which  he  was  the  founder."  t 

Montmagny  succeeded  Champlain.  Deprived  of  much  of  the 
patronage  from  the  Associates  that  he  had  reason  to  expect,  the  work 
of  colonization  progressed  but  slowlj  during  his  administration. 
which  continued  until  1G47.  Tmde,  advanced  settlements,  agricul- 
tare,  made  but  little  progress,  but  missionary  and  educational  enter- 
prises, had  a  powerful  impetus.  At  Sillery,  near  Quebec,  a  college 
was  founded.  The  Dutchess  de  Arguillon  founded  I  he  Hotel  Dieu. 
and  Madame  de  la  Peltrie,  the  convent  of  the  Ursulines.  The  last 
named  liberal  patron  was  young,  high  bom ;  a  devotee  to  her  reli- 
gions faith,  and  a  zealous  propagator  of  it  She  came  herself  to  the 
New  World,  with  a  vessel  d'her  own,  accompanied  by  Ursulines, 
who  blended  their  names  and  services  conspicuously  with  the  history 
of  Lower  Canada.  Such  was  the  eclat  that  attended  the  advent  of 
the  noble  patron  and  her  followers,  who  had  left  all  the  refinements, 
gaities,  and  luxuries  of  France,  to  take  up  their  abode  upon  the  v^-M 
and  inhospitable  shores  of  the  St  Lawrence,  that  their  arrival  was 
signalized  by  a  public  reception,  with  military  and  religions  observan- 


The  other  principal  events  under  the  administration  of  Mont- 
magny, were  the  founding  of  Montreal,  and  the  building  of  a 
Port  there  and  at  the  mouth  of  the  Richlieu.  as  out-posts  against  the 
Iroquois,  who  since  they  had  become  exasperated  by  Champlain, 
made  frequent  attacks  upon  the  French  settlements.    A  threat  reach- 


tB*  wm  ODe  of  the  eztnordiaarT  mn  c>f  Lis  a^  ai.4  zatyjB.    E'k<orT  tz-i'  iz,  bin  » 
'^'^   «       -     g^  pocCiy  aui  WiMinci  tfec  aodd  U  an  bcrwc  adreLimr. 
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ed  the  ears  of  Montmagny  that  they  would  "  drive  the  white  man  into 
the  sea,"  and  becoming  convinced  of  the  powers  of  the  wild  warriors, 
whose  strength  he  had  no  means  of  estimating,  he  sought  the  means 
ofestabh'sliing  a  peace  with  them,  in  which  he  was  encouraged  by  his 
neighbors  the  Hurons,  who  were  worn  out,  and  their  numbers  re- 
duced, by  long  wars  with  their  indefatiguable  adversaries.  The  gov- 
ernor and  the  Huron  chiefs  met  de|nilies  of  the  Iroquois  at  Thiee 
Rivers,  and  concluded  a  peace. 

M.  d'  Ailleboust  who  had  held  a  command  at  Three  Rivers,  was 
the  successor  of  Montmagny,  and  continued  as  Governor  until  1650. 
The  peace  with  the  Iroquois  gave  a  spur  to  missionary  enterprist* 
and  trade,  both  of  which  were  extended. 

During  the  administration  of  Montmagny,  missionaries  and  traders 
Ind  followed  the  water  courses  of  Canada,  and  reached  Lake  Ilu- 
roo,  where  ihey  had  established  a  i)ost.     From  that  distant  point, 
in  IWO,  came  the  first  of  our  race  that  ever  trod  upon  the  soil  of 
Western  New  York,  and  left  behind  them  any  record  of  their  ad- 
vent*   Oil  the  2d  day  of  November,  1040,  two  Jesuit  Fathers, 
Brebeauf  and  Chaumonot,  left  their  mission  station  at  St.  Marie, 
OQ  the  river  Severn,  near  Lake  Huron,  and  came  upon  the  Niagara 
river,  both  sides  of  which  were  occupied  by  the  Neuter  Nation,  t 
They  found  this  nation  to  consist  of  12,000  souls,  having  4,000 
warriors,  and  inhabiting  forty  villages,  eighteen  of  which  the  mis- 
sionaries visited.      Thev   were,   sav    these    Fathers:  —  *' Larjzer. 
itronger,  and  better  formed  than  our  Ilurons."     "The  men,  like 
iQ  savages,  cover  their  naked  flesh  with  skins,  but  are  less  particu- 


*Ina  letter  fnmi  Fathor  LWlK'nmnt  to  the  Provincial  of  the  .Ii'sriits  in  Fninco. 
A ii  nieutioneil  tJiat  the  Ret'4)lh''t  Father  Unillon  i»a.'^-e*l  thv  winter  of  1G:](>  amonir  the 
Nffier  XarioiL  If  thi**  U  im,  he  w;iMthe  first  white  ninn  who  kiw  We-'teni  New  York. 
Tlwjperiiid  i-*  earlier  than  we  can  well  supjuwi'  there  couM  luive  Ihhmi  anv  Frencliman 
*»fcriway  fn»ni  the  fsettli'meiit-*  npon  the  St.  I-awrt'nee.  c-<jHTi:illy  wlien  we  conKi«l«T 
liietlMii  utter  h^vtili'y  of  the  Iroij  mis.  Still,  th*-  S*n<va  hranch  of  them  uiay  an  early 
Mthijlare  tolorateil  a  few  nits-^iiiruiries  nn<l  tra  kn*. 

*Tti*  Xeuter  Xati*»n.  then,  were  ocrupantj*  i»f  all  I  hi'  fi'Lji'^n  h. 'tween  the  Niai^im 
ud  the  GenGflct*  rivor*.  I^jike  (>iitari(»  and  tlie  fiM»t  of  Lak<'  Krie.  ami  a  wi«le  strip  ofi 
'J»e  w«st  *iiK«  »»f  the  Niii-^ani  river.  It  wa**  nei  tral  irriMin*!,  whil«»  sum)niKiin<i;  nation?* 
»»w  at  war,  and  they  were  neutniK  Hut  thnt*  years  only  after  the  Tb»it  of  Ilrvln'a'if 
»lCljannM»rot,  they  w^n-  (ll<)M>siiii«iHl  by  tht-  Ir«K|iiois.  Thus  the  n»i:ion  InH'nmo  — 
*•  we  imw\  it  —  a  part  of  the  dumaiftA  of  the  Semva.  Say**  (Miarlevnix  :  —  *•  To  aToiti 
U»ftnTof  the  InM|uoi»«. they  finally  joincil  th«'ms'lvis  aiiin-it  the  Htironshiit  i^ained 
i-rlhin*:  hv  tile  uni<*!).  1  he  Ir<>4iuMs,tliat  like  litnw  that  luive  ta.<t(^l  hhHMl,  can  rntt  be 
aitiaitsl  tfestrr>v<M!  all  that  came  in  their  wiv ;  and  at  thi**  dav  tin  re  remains  no  trace 
«f  Iht  KeuUT  Katiun." 
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lar  than  the  Hurons  in  concealing  what  should  not  appear."  "  The 
Squaws  are  ordinarily  clothed,  at  least  from  the  waist  to  tiie  knees ; 
but  are  more  shameless  in  their  immodesty  than  our  Hurons/' 
*'  They  have  Indian  corn,  beans,  and  gourds  in  equal  abundance ; 
also,  plenty  of  fish.  They  are  much  employed  in  hunting  deer,  buf- 
falo, wild  cats,  wolves,  wild  boars,  beaver,  and  other  animals.  It  is 
rare  to  see  snow  in  the  country  more  than  half  a  foot  deep.  But 
this  year,  it  is  more  than  three  feet."  The  Rev.  Fathers  found  our 
remote  predecessors  here  upon  the  soil  of  Western  New  York, 
with  the  exception  of  one  village,  unfavorable  to  the  mission  they 
were  upon,  and  intent  upon  which  they  had  braved  all  tiie  rigors 
of  the  season,  and  a  long  forest  path  which  they  soon  retraced. 

If  those  Rev.  Fathers  were  admirers  of  nature's  almost  undis- 
turbed works,  fresh,  as  it  were,  Irom  the  Creator,  and  bearing 
the  impress  of  His  hands  —  and  we  may  well  suppose  they  were, 
for  they  had  come  from  cloistered  halls  and  high  seats  of  learning, 
and  refinement  —  how  must  their  eyes  have  been  satiated  in  view 
of  the  panorama  of  lakes  and  forests,  hills  and  plains,  rushing  tor- 
rents, water- falls,  and  the  climax  in  their  midst  —  the  mighty  cata- 
ract of  Niagara,  thundering  in  its  solitude !  Who  would  not  wish 
that  he  had  been  among  them  —  or  what  is  perhaps  more  rational  — 
that  he  could  enjoy  such  a  scene  as  Western  New  York  then  was  ? 

The  treaty  with  the  Iroquois  had  but  suspended  their  hostilities. 
In  16-18,  they  were  again  out  upon  their  war-paths  upon  the  banks 
of  the  St.  Lawrence.  Father  Antoine  Daniel  had  made  a  mission 
station  of  the  small  settlcgnent  of  St.  Joseph.  When  tlie  Huron 
warriors  had  gone  out  upon  the  chase,  while  the  missionar}-  had  the 
oki  men,  the  women  and  children,  collected  for  religioris  service,  a 
IMurty  of  Iroquois  stok)  upon  them  and  massacred  the  whole.  This 
probably  the  first  of  a  series  of  martyrdoms  that  awaited  the 
missionaries.  In  the  early  part  of  1 049,  a  thousand  Iroquois 
fen  upon  two  Villages  of  the  Hurons,  and  nearly  exterminated  the 
whole  population ;  the  missionary  in  eaoh  place  meeting  the  fate  of 
Father  Daniel.  This  was  followed  up  in  the  same  year  by  an  at- 
tack upon  the  Huron  village  of  St.  Johns,  where  nearly  three  thou- 
•and,  with  their  missionary,  were  massacred !  Disease,  as  well  as 
the  war-club,  had  visited  the  Hurons.  "  Most  of  the  remnant  of 
thb  unhappy  tribe  then  took  the  resolution  of  presenting  themselves 
to  their  conquerors,  and  were  received  into  their  nation.     The  few 
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0  stiH  r^nimined  wanderin<r  in  the  for^t*,  were  hunted  down  Kke 
woix-es*  aiKi  soon  extenninated."  * 

In  1650.  M.  de  Lxuson  became  the  Governor  of  Xew  FVance. 
IHir:T-c  fc^  administraiion.  the  colony  made  but  slow  advances ; 
flwiifd  w:ih  their  victories  over  their  own  race,  the  In.x|uois  crew 
S*i«-  anJ  more  determined  to  exjvl  amMher  race  whom  they 
TTfirded  as  intniden: :  and  who  had  l^een  the  allies  of  their  foes. 
T  almost  continually  hung  upon  the  French  settlements  and 
their  efforts.  In  1653,  hi^wever.  the  Onondaga  branch  of 
ie  Coarederacy  petitioned  the  Fn?nch  Governor  for  the  location 
o<  a  Qussiooary  and  trading  establishment  among  them.  The  propo- 
stMQ  was  accctieil  to,  Imt  it  served  to  exasperate  the  other  nations, 
**i  was  finaSIv  withdrawn  bv  stealth,  to  avoid  a  massacre. 

h  165^  Viscount  dWrsnison  succeeded  M.  de  Lauson.  The 
conaesioement  of  his  administration  was  siinialized  bv  a  massacre 
"^  Fwnch  allies,  the  Algonquins,  under  the  very  waRs  and  guns  of 
Qietwc,  A  reverse,  however  —  a  defeat  of  a  hand  of  Mohawks 
It  Thne  Rivers.  \*"as  followeti  by  a  suspension  of  hostflities  which 
was  mfotriously  improvetl  by  the  French  in  extending  their  mis- 
siOB  aad  trading  stations.  But  the  Iroquois  were  soon  again  upon 
^fceir  war-paths,  giving  the  French  colony  but  little  rep^^se.  At  a 
?m->i  when  the  colonists  were  desjxxivling.  and  almost  u}x^n  the 
>xi:  of  ibandv^nir.i:  the  whole  irroun.i.  and  rotirinsr  to  France. 
^"AT^ujoa  renewed  a  treaty  with  the  Iroquois,  arid  an  exchansre  of 


b  M?IS.  a  new  Go\-emor  came  out  —  ;he  Baron  d\\vai^>ur  — 
ol  thf  French  g:irr.sion  v.  as  reinfonced  by  an  importation  of  400 
*^rs.  A  Bishop  of  Quelvc  had  now  been  appointed  —  M.  de 
Mcca.  He  found  all  spiritual  and  tenipc^ral  etTorts  likely  to  be 
ptnEzed  by  the  sale  of  spiritui^His  liquors  to  the  Indians,  and  the 
^^■«5£5.  that  d'Avapvjr  h.id  allowetl.  The  Bishop  hastened  to 
Fnace,  represented  the  evil  to  the  Kin^z.  ar.d  came  back  with  a 
>v  Governor,  M.  d'Mosy.  who  had  order?  to  stop  the  destructive 
traSir.  i  The  new  Governor  prt>veil  a  tyrant,  thwarted  the  mis- 
w^^Giries.  loll  into  a  general  disre}Hite,  and  was  soon  ivcaUed. 


*0«q«M(  of  Cwsdi. 


*!>■*  w  jtvliaViT  tin*  n*>«j  temprfUKv  raoTtniNnS  br  ocHe?  than  *  nxvad  «u»k>iL** 
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In  16*83.  *ie  co^paTiy  of  A5s-jc'«ates  re-rir^i-rfhed  all  'their  riz!i3 
in  Xe"ar  Fr^jc^  wh;?h  'jr^r^r  :rir-fterre*d  lo  ih-e  Wen  Ii*dla  C-o«np*- 
riT.     Ill  "Jii«  Tf-ar.  iZl  lh%;  i*  r.:>-.r  1:^^  Car.^  ii?,  Wt  •!>:!:  a:^  Ce^lrkl 

M.  ^-e  Tracv  carrjt  cnt  a.?  G/Teir.or  ui.irr  tr-t:  West  Ii.-ia  Cara- 
T-iDY  in  1G05.  l-rli-r^tz  TK;:h  lilir;  &  recm!:  of  i.:vi:er?.  fcTii  smb. 

:  -^'r/tKrr  of  faailjje*.  inlf-^its  iiri  iaJ>cr*:r;^  ^s^er-r  aoit<i  to  th*  c-:>IcniT- 
r.  J  fcri?  w*T*  I'uljt  a:  di*  cy.'iih  of  ib»  R:':l-Ik-»L  Ir:  D?c?n:ber^ 
*>•?  S^::t<-^,  Caj^r*-*-  ai.-^  Oii'>i>d£2'fl5^  seiit  d^yi^ji^'^.^^  paelr.g  for 
:«eir>3'!<i  it  eichar--^e  of  prisontri.  wL>;h  -nras  re-iifir  a^e^  of- 

i'j  eize3::i',:i  3z^;_*t  'Jj^^s  'hat  j-nccijr^.jy  faUeid,  M.  <!rTrscv.  at 
•^  beii  cf  1200  Fres'.h  v-Jdlers  ti*u  000  Iiailan  si-**.  *sc<^xil«'- 
«*1  aZI  iL^  T'.c2i?:tu3*->  ^.f  ti  j-ttz  iLsrch  Uir-c^ish  ir  wilirnisss :  is 
whk-h  his  zTznr  r3£Vi*ri  f  T  'J:?  wa-Ll  c^*  fv>i  arid  -arere  oijr 
«av*>d  zrxi  FtajTitx-ri  *  j  f»3:«*lr^:.z  ap>a  clv-^ti^if.  Arrlrl-i;?  al 
the  Tiiliz^  of  tb*"  3f  :/haVi£j,  he  f^riiid  iLeni  j^Jacij'sr.j  deseitfti. 
The  finafe  rf  th*  fdrnm-i'iLLe  ex^^ltiorii  tv  li>e  lrjr:.li.z  of  the 
Mohavk  cabins,  a&j  ibe*  kDfnz  of  a  few  o^i  rr»es  arjj  womezi-t 
L:nie  of  riOTr  2i>d  C2a?h  of  rnifeinz.  ^?  arid  <^:f  jn.c^^;%  wene  the 
friits  of  ih?  eTpend:!x<5.  M.  -de  Tracj  retTrrjt^i  fj  Frirj?*.  ar.d  the 
r  -•*  ercifjefit  dero! v*d  on  M.  de  Cairc>2i?. 

Peace  with  the  It^^As  ^^untd,  zzA  a  br>rf  s^ssc*:*  vrif  2.I2::;Tnred 
for  the  pTOzre«  </  *«er>cjent  arid  the  yr^.-no'.xiC:  of  £rr!:ul::iie. 
The  adm'jiiistratioo  of  31- de Coarcelk*  ttss  vigor. :i§  ar-d  w-I  f  :r.. 
ducted,  L«aniiDg  tl&t  the  Irr^jorf  were  eryfeavorlLg  t^,-  p^r?!:':^ 
the  Wef^em  lDdiai;«  V^  :ra.de  Tith  die  Etrll=w%  Le  rr*?r.a:  -i  tlv-ai 
Trith  a  ionn^dabie  attack :  to  irak*  icKi^ds  for  VL^TZtr*  cf  Ir-i::':; .-Ic 
W  Fretchmea.  he  had  Jed  oa!  £j>i  eiecnied.  t3>e  oSeiicer-,  iz.  T:--jr 
''f  those  whose  iiiei»^i*  had  heei;  the  vkrllL'"*? :  ai.i  bv  oih:r  :*rt5  of 


IW  ff^iarih  iMad €■»  ewnifi  baael  a  |B3i  :«  iacr*  aspfLad  (za  Xoiavki  Itr 
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conciliation,  preserved  peace.    A  war  broke  out  between  the 
Iroquois  and  Ottawas,  and  he  interfered  and  made  peace. 

About  this  period,  the  small  pox,  always  a  most  frightful  scourge 
with  the  Indian  race,*  broke  out  among  all  the  allies  of  the  French 
upon  the  St  Lawrence  and  the  interior  of  Canada.  In  some  instan- 
ces, whole  tribes  were  exterminated ;  the  victims  were  enumerated 
br  thousands ;  in  one  village  near  Quebec,  they  amounted  to  fifteen 
hundred. 

Near  the  close  of  M.  de  Courcelles  administration,  in  1671,  by 
tending  an  indefatigable  agent  to  all  the  Indian  nations  around  the 
western  Lakes,  a  grand  council  was  convened  at  the  Falls  of  St. 
Mary,  when  the  sovreignty  of  the  King  of  France  was  acknowl- 
ed^,  and  a  cross,  bearing  his  arms,  was  set  up. 

Id  1671,  Count  Frontenac,  a  worthy  successor  of  Champlain,  his 
equal  in  all,  and  his  superior  in  many  respects ;  advanced  in  age,  but 
vigorous,  arbitrary,  in  all  his  designs  and  movements ;  took  the  reins 
of  government  in  New  France,  and  in  many  respects,  created  a  new 
era.    Following  out  the  plans  of  his  subordinate,  M.  Talon,  an  expe- 
dition was  set  on  foot  to  explore  the  "great  river,"  the  "Mechasepe," 
in  the  dialect  of  the  western  tribes,  of  which  but  vague  and  inde- 
finite ideas  had  been  gained  of  the  natives.     Marquette,  a  Jesuit 
Missionar}-,  with  Joliet,  and  other  attendants,  set  out  from  St.  Mary's 
and  reaching  the  Miami,  obtained  from  them  two  natives  as  guides. 
They  struck  upon  the  waters  of  Fox  River,  and  descending  them, 
crossed  the  short  portage,  and  descended  upon  the  waters  of  the 
Wisconsin  River  to  its  confluence  with  the   Mississippi.     Their 
guides  having  returned,  the  adventurous  Frenchmen  floated  down 
the  river  in  their  frail  canoes  until  they  came  to  a  vilhige  of  the 
Dfinois  where  they  were  *'  kindly  and  hospitably  received."     The  ex- 
pedition, falling  in  with  none  but  friendly  natives,  went  as  far  down 
IS  below  the  mouth  of  the  Arkansas,  where,  hearing  that  the  river 
emptied  itself  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  instead  of  the  Pacific,  as  they 
^d  fondly  hoped ;  and  fearing  that  they  might  fall  into  the  hands  of 
^  Spaniards ;  they  returned ;  Manjuette  commencing  missionary 


*WbeBeTcr  the  acoot^  hoM  appcanni  upon  this  continent  amons^  tho  abori^nci^  it 
^  iw«^  off  Dearlv  all  who  were  attncketL  Their  Mmple  remcdieH  micceaful  m  other 
'^i»«'e«.  hare  Ciil«*«l  them  in  thi;*.  This  has  >x»on  principally  attributed  to  the  com- 
ploi'^D.  ur  rather  the  texture  of  the  nkiii.  differing  fn>m  that  of  our  race,  in  a  toughnem 
te  pivvvotA  the  dL<4ea8e  breakini;  out  and  expeiuiiug  itself  upon  tbti  surfiice ;  and 
''  it  btck  to  prey  npon  tho  TitaLi  of  its  Tictimai 
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labors  am^.iLZ  :h«  Miarcij.  ac-i  J-'^l-r*.  cinr-lr.j  :r.e  r.-r**?  '-f  "iielj 
C07er«  :.>  Quect*c.     These  •a"^:'^  tr.e  £rs:.  '.four  ::i»:i:  '..-1:  §i"s 

p\  1^-i*  ■-_•.■►»,  u..e  n..— «^  •-•  -Ti ii-, --r  .ur.  v^i.j.'  r. it-  a ■*  . .  i-    .-:...: 

f  ■  ■  -  ....  • 

ce  5j.":i"  .:i  1.V*"  L'jcj.  Tiat  ar..:  .i.'.r.'r:': :  i-ieiiMr-r-:  «*. . -irrr.-:  -  •  :  :  ; 
a  Li  :or*i  -  l-.ii^i  ie.'»5.  ar.-:  -li-M-:  r^Trrs .  ii  :  :-■*  -: :'  ;»t-:  -..  ir  iV.  •  i :  : 
Few  hiavir.cil  r^/>i-;r?  •»..  \\1.  :>:■  irri?e  1:.  Tr.-^  r  i.r.-r  ■.:  i  u 
in  l^Zio'is.  iz*:  a  Vi'l.i^e,  p^rpetoites  LTje  licir:-.  loi  '-.v:  r..ei. :.'..-: 
Margoctje  and  JoLle:. 


pr;»T".-.r-;  ^-.  •'-,»  -x--*^"-**   -v'T^"*  ■-.■'^fi'^-   --i'-i     '• '  *   J       •=■"    L '■   > 

^  _  •  ■ 

I'll  *JL  .*  J"  ^  '*»•  ^».»  f'l  »  "  •  • , 

•  •  ...  .  ■  •  .  .  ^. 

cro^ieii  :.ie  -.cei:-  c'i«-.e»:  vi  le-   li  v.-r  :,r.\'^.<  F.r  . .  .     - 

HOT  K.r-r^  ".:■'.  :he  o^^vr-erir/'  ■:■:'  ~. '.!:.".  '.^  i-?  -.  ..ir::-: :  ■-'•■..  ■ 
hj  Kizz  "^.'.'r.  :he  niJt  of  10:.  .:t.     Tr>  j-i^:  :rii  1  fiv  ■  . .: 

xt'Ujt»  \f  1  -  ■'"ji^'i  ■^-■•T.  .'—•"-■ -"^i.'   "'  —  ■■•■.  '.F'-'-'i--,- 

V        •  •  • 

•  -  .... 

oraTiLZ  ar:-riij:  r.-.'^ii  .v*.«.  .r.ir. ■--.  '.:\  i-tTt.  -;  jt.  :-.•.•■..  -• *  . 

cn>jci  of  o^ie  of  i.-^  zio^:  :;  .\;.-.'-.  .•  r  •■••*.•.!  -i.  ..-.v   .:*  ?«7  ^   F.-  .*  ■ 
^qIqz  lij  their  ace o^L'-i  0:*  v.::  Tiv.  ;•:  1  ■.'..'..  :■:_-    .-.  -.  •-■ 
its  broa.1  Lake:?,  Tlie  :i.--i  :•.■?  —  i--:  v. .:>.  r-'r*.      .    -.;: 
ftonr  of  the  "Gr-eir.  R.t;.-.    — :y:   r^-i.    "^  :  •.,'•.   : 
i^>  their dljcoTerles.  bj  a  i^.f  ri^'r.  ir.i  e:;"'::. -.■  j  F.-.. . 
die  e-ij^e  coc.:.i=-i:.     r.r-:.--.".-.r  '-'.   F.--.-.  .-: 
i^a  he  halobvii-ei:  f:--.\  ^i-;    -St.-:::.  ■._—■••.-•.. 
iltiei  :i^:reii  ie  i!'r  a*  i  h!^  ^.  :.  r^r  «V    — .  --  r:  ■   :'  :- 
a  com3il53::Q  of  i j.:oTer-"  "ij  r'i'.'r:  :...'..     T.t   :    -0 
in  the  C'?<nfni«ioci.  •vi*.  • :-.  :.»/:'  r-**  v-^  -^t -*-::::  '•  -". 
oar  ooor.try  of  S-i-x  F.-an-ze.    i-. :  :.-.r  -iij.- . .-  "^t:-  -  . 

it  a  l»S3g<e  siish:  he  foo^i  vj  Mei::o.     Tr.e  ei:i£U. 
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was  to  be  at  his  o\\'n  expense,  and  that  of  his  associates ;  their  pros- 
pective remuneration^  a  restricted  monopoly  of  trade  with  the  natives. 
With  an  Italian  named  Tonli,  Father  Hennepin,  a  number  oi 
mechanics  and  mariners,  naval  stores,  and  goods  for  the  Indian 
trade,  he  arrived  at  Frontenac  in  the  fall  of  1678.  and  soon  after  a 
\irooden  canoe  of  ten  tons,  the  first  craft  of  European  architecture 
thai  ever  entered  the  Niagara  River,  bore  a  part  of  his  company  to 
the  site  of  Fort  Niagara.    La  Salle,  followed  soon  after  with  a  sail 
vessel,  in  which  he  had  a  stock  of  provisions,  and  materials  for  ship 
UiilJini: :  crossed  the  Lake,  coasted  along  its  southern  shore,  entered 
Lhe  mouth  of  the  Genesee  River  or  the  Irondequoit  Bay,  and  visited 
jome  of  the  villages  of  the  Senecas  to  reconcile  them  to  his  enterprise ; 
and  on  his  way  from  the  Genesee  to  the  Niagara  River,  encountered 
a  ziie  and  lost  his  vessel,  saving  but  a  part  of  his  cargo.     Arrived  at 
Xia;:ara.  he  erected  some  rude  defences,  established  a  post,  and  at 
Lewislon  erected  a  trading  station  with  pallisades.     Late  in  Janu- 
iTTihe  business  of  ship  building  was  commenced  at  the  mouth  of 
Cayuzxa  creek,  six  miles  above  the  Falls  of  Niagara.     In  mid  winter, 
the  neccessity  occurring,  the  intrepid   adventurer,  on  foot,  made  the 
journey  to  Frontenac,  around  the  head  of  the  Lake,  returning  on  the 
ice  along  the  northern  shore,  with  a  dog  and  sledge  for  the  transpor- 
titiori  C'f  his  baggage. 

I:  was  fortunate,  perhaps,  that  during  the  ship's  building,  the  war- 
ror?o:"the  Senecas  weri»  principally  drawn  offin  an  expedition  against 
swne  of  the  western  enemies.  Those  that  remained  l>ehind.  hunjj 
l^^^^.'^  and  watched  the  oponitions  at  Niagara  as  well  as  at  the 
place  of  ship  building.  In  consequence  of  their  remonstrances,  what 
was  ir.iended  as  the  corninenceinent  of  a  Fort  at  Niagara,  had  to  be 
abandoned,  and  a  **haliitation  surrounded  with  pallisades"  subslitu- 
t?iJ".  and  thev  were  almost  constant! v  annovinij  the  ship  builders. 
Th-i:  mission ary,  Hennepin,  by  mild  persuasion,  and  the  display  of  the 
emblems  of  the  faith  he  was  propagating,  would  seem  to  have  aided 
*ach  in  reconciling  the  natives  to  those  stranize  movement.-'  thev 


^TL  — It  ^liMiiM  het»lxt»n>'l  tli.i:  hi:h*Tt>  T.aki»  Erie  luui  bivn  unoxplonvl.  The 
^>-.'tii»-  I'pl^r  Lak.-sha.l  lorn  -.ia  ihi-  iuttrii.r  Kivcrs  .ind  I^iki-s  of  Oana.IjL— 
*iT  "J.*  rarlu  r  a*lv.»nt»irfTH.  mk<4ioii:iri(-:<  aii-l  tni  Iits,  h.iil  f:ult\i  to  t"«»ll'»w  up  tho  im.*at 
lh*iT"fv»tor  th.it  thoT  ^\r  ilivharjin?  into  Liki»  Ontarii*.  is  It'ft  to  ct>iii»vtur»» : — 
TV  j-4l..'.!y  with  whi.'h  tho  Somv.x-*  hai  ^'uir-li*!  ilwir  torritory,  .nn-I  then  i:nwillin;j- 
.  TJk-\:  th-  Fr>*nch  flhituM  oxt-n  i  thiir  »Iii:inc:>  with  their  cnomios  liu'  wostt^ni  na- 


^fett^  ft^^ri»  the  mart  nuonable  expUnation. 
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were  witnessinj^.  Becoming  discooraged,  sorrouDded  with  dangers, 
the  ship  builders  were  once  upon  the  point  of  desertion  to  the  Kngiisfa 
settlements  upon  the  Hudson,  but  were  encouraged  by  the  pious 
missionarv  in  "  exhortations  on  holidavs  and  Sundavs  after  divix^ 
service/*  He  told  them  that  the  enterprise  had  sole  **  reference  lo 
the  promotion  of  the  gfory  of  God,  and  the  welfare  of  the  christian 
colonies."  On  one  occasion,  while  the  vessel  was  upon  the  stocks* 
a  scheme,  the  Senecas  iiad  devised  for  burning  it,  was  frustrated  br 
the  timelv  warning  of  a  friendly  squaw. 

All  these  difficulties  were  surmounted,  and  when  the  River  and 
Lake  had  become  clear  of  ice,  a  vessel  of  sixty  tons  burthen,  was 
readv  for  the  water.  It  was  **  blessed  accordinc:  to  our  Church  of 
Rome,"  and  launched  under  the  discharge  of  artillery,  accompanied 
by  the  chaunting  of  the  Te  Deum ;  the  Senecas  looking  on  with 
amazement,  declaring  the  Aip  builders  to  be  "  Ot-kons,"  men  with 
"•penetrating  minds."  Some  week-  followed  of  preparation  for  the 
voyage:  trips  by  water  were  made  to  Fr«>ntenac :  traiiins  parties 
went  to  the  principal  villages  of  the  Senecas ;  and  the  Niagara  Riv- 
er was  explored  lo  see  how  the  vessel  was  to  be  got  into  Lake  Erie. 
In  the  mean  time  the  warriors  of  the  Senecas  returned  from  the 
westward,  and  their  resentments  were  absorbed  in  wonder  at  ail 
they  saw ;  awe,  or  fear  perhaps,  overcame  their  jealousies.  Invited 
on  board  the  vessel  and  hospitably  entertained,  they  exclaimed. 
-  ga-nor-ron,"  how  wonderlul ! 

The  vessel  was  named  the  "  Griffin,"  in  hon^r  of  Count  Fronte- 
nac.  whose  armcrial  bearing  was  the  representation  of  two  griffins. 
It  was  equipped  with  sails,  masts,  and  every  thing  ready  for  naviga- 
tion, and  had  on  board  **  five  small  cannon  and  two  arquebuses.* 
After  all  was  ready  several  attempts  were  made  to  ascend  the  Nia- 
gara, befor  a  wind  sufficiently  favorable  occurred  to  insure  success 
At  last,  with  much  severe  labor,  men  being  often  placed  on  shore 
with  tow  lines  to  assist  the  sails — the  vessel  entered  Lake  Erie, 
and  on  the  7th  of  August,  1679.  accompanied  by  the  discharge  of  can- 
non, and  the  chaunting  of  the  Te  Deum,  the  first  sail  vessel  was 
careering  over  its  unknown  expanse,  groping  its  way  with  no  charts 
to  direct  its  coiu^e. 

*  H^bneriii.  vhoee  accuust  »  pnDci|«IlT  kIImI  ixpi»ii.  fpeaks  of  the  s^nox  lUiTicaitT 
atttfndiojir  ue  vettiiuc  of  tlie  reaset'it  »}nipnit'oti«  up  the  **  Uirx^v  ni'^ni.tairiA**  at  Lc*«ifr- 
too.  He  nTA  ~  it  tii^k  ibnr  men  to  cany  the  fau^wt  anckor.  bat  bnndj  being  gi^^ea 
to  diMr  tlieiii,  tbe  work  wss  loon  acoom{iliihed." 


msufs  AXik  GOKKAUS  rr?.iiaA<x. 
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flocked  to  his  standard,  supplies  were  obtained,  and  he  returned  to 
his  post  upon  the  Iflinois,  which  he  found  deserted.  In  his  absence. 
it  had  been  attacked  bv  the  natives :  an  asred  Missionarv,  Father 
Ribourde,  hid  been  murdered,  and  To^ti  with  a  few  followers,  had 
escaped,  and  found  refuge  anions  the  Potawatomies  on  Lake  Mi- 
chigan. 

Returning  to  Green  Bay.  he  commenced  tradinc:  and  e5tab!L<hrng 
a  friendiv  intercourse  with  the  Indians ;  collected  his  scattered  tol- 
lowers :  built  a  spacious  barze  on  the  Illinois  River,  and  in  the  early 
part  oi  1632,  descended  the  Mississippi  to  the  sea.  He  planted  a 
cross  upon  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  claimed  the  country  for  France,  and 
called  it  Louisana. 

The  sequel  of  these  daring  enterprises,  that  have  no  parallel  even 
in  our  day  of  wondrous  achievements  —  that  paved  the  way  for  the 
occupancy  of  our  race  in  all  the  vast  region  drained  by  the  Missis- 
sippi —  is  a  long  chapter  of  disaster,  of  successes  and  reverses,  m'Tsthr 
remote  from  our  local  region,  and  belonpng  to  the  pages  of  general 
history.  In  all  that  relates  to  French  occupancy,  of  the  Genesee 
countrv.  the  borders  of  the  western  Lakes,  of  the  vallev  of  tho  Mis- 
sissippi — especially,  to  the  adventures  of  Marquette.  Jolier.  La 
Salle,  Hennepin  an.l  Tonti.  hitherto  the  historian  has  had  but  uncer- 
tain guides,  and  but  unsatisfactory,  authentic  derails.  Receii'  dis- 
coveries in  Quebec,  and  among  the  archives  of  the  Jesuit?,  in  Rome, 
afibrd  encouragement  that  with  som?  future  historian  these  de- 
ficiencies will  be  supplied.  In  anticipation  of  this,  the  author  !eave§ 
the  high  souled,  adventurous  La  Salle,  upi>n  thethr»^sho:J  of  adven- 
tures, that  led  him  over  the  plain?  ot  Texas,  to  >rf?-.v  Mexico:  that 
embraced,  voyages  to  France  by  sea.  shipwrecks,  ar.d  a  series  d 
untoward  events ;  and  ended  in  his  murder  bv  one  of  his  followers. 
on  the  Trinitv  River  in  Texa«.  on  a  return,  overlami.  to  Frontenac. 

Well  deserving  was  he  of  the  eulosy  bestowed  up':»n  him  by  our  ac- 
cnmplisheil  national  historian.  Bancroft : — *•  F  .'f  force  of  \vi\\  and 
vast  conceptions ;  for  various  knowledge  and  q:iick  aiiaption  of  his 
genius  to  untried  circumstances :  for  a  <Tjblime  macnanimitv  iha! 
resiiricd  itself  to  the  i*-ill  of  Heaven,  ami  yet  triumphed  over  afflic- 
tioQ  by  energy  of  purf<ose  and  unfaltering  hope.  —  he  had  no  superioi 
among  his  country  men." 

Ia  a  previous  work,  the  author  in  a  brief  review  of  a  somewhai 
more  elaborate  account  of  the  expeditions  of  La  Salle,  has  remark- 


FHEZfS  AKB   QOBHAll'a    PCBGIIASS.  ^S9 


ed :  One  IriikIknI  and  thirty  nine  years:  ago.  the  Griffin  set  out  upon 
*tt  voyace,  passaed  up  the  rapids  of  the  Niagara,  and  unfurled  the  first ' 
»3  npcw  tibe  waters  ol'  the  l^pper  Lakes. 

Inuipptd  navigator  and  explorer!  High  as  were  hopes  and  ambi- 
tiec  uiat  could  :done  impel  him  to  such  an  enterprise :  far  seeing  as 
he  was :  could  the  curtain  that  concealed  the  future  from  his  view, 
hiTe  heen  raised,  his  would  have  been  the  exclamation :  — 

Ye  imbiirn  a^iwk  rash  m<  on  mr  a>u1  !*' 

He  deemed  himself  but  addincr  to  the  nominal  dominions  of  his 
Escr :  but  opening  new  avenues  to  the  commerce  of  his  country ; 
KiQocing  a  prior  claim  to  increased  colonial  possessions.  He  was 
pk^Dfrf  ring  the  way  for  an  empire  of  freemen,  who  in  process  of  time 
iwe  to  fill  the  vallevs  he  traversed ;  the  sails  of  whose  commerce 
were  10  whiten  the  vast  expanse  of  waters  upon  which  he  was  em- 

H.-^w  often,  when  reflecting  upon  the  triumphs  of  steam  naviga- 
t}«L  dv^  we  ainiost  wish  that  it  were  admitted  by  the  dispensations 
of  Plroridence  that  Fulton  could  be  again  invested  with  nwrtslity, 
tt;  witness  the  mighty  achievements  of  his  genius.  Akin  to  thist 
■"vT^i  Sf  the  wish,  that  La  Salle  could  rise  from  his  wilderness  crave 
z  r>?  f;jr-off  S*-^uth,  and  look  out  up^^n  the  triumphs  of  civilization 
fci:  :r..prv-^vement  over  the  vast  region  he  was  the  fir^t  to  explore. 

Chrs  is  a  countrx-  whi^se  whole  hisior%-  is  replete  with  darinc  en- 
tCT'rses  and  bold  attrentures.  Wen^  we  prone.  ,v  we  should  be, 
dtt'y  T-^  commemorate  the  great  events  that  have  marked  our  pro- 
rr?^  here  and  there,  in  littinji  localities,  more  monuments  would 
t»  raided  as  tributes  due  to  our  histor\\  and  to  the  memorv  of  those 
wi>:^  have  acted  a  conspicuous  part  in  it.  Upon  tlie  banks  of  our 
iii"^'tf  river,  within  sight  of  the  Falls,  a  shall  from  i>ur  quarries  would 
sr^c  ie^ijrnate  the  spot  where  the  Griffin  was  built  and  launched : 
tvc  ::5  base,  the  name  of  La  Salle,  and  a  brief  inscription  that 
»"ci:  c<>fnmemorate  the  pioneer  advent  of  our  vast  and  increasing 
t  commerce. 


F-'C'r^tenac  returned  to  France  in  consequence  of  disagreenK^nt 
^Tih  other  otfic-er?  ol  xh(^  colonv,  but  to  return  ac^iin  in  alter  vears. 
He  wai  rocceeded  by  M.  de  la  Bane,  who  found  the  Irx)quois  dis- 
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posed  to  lean  toward  the  English  interests  upon  the  Hodsoo^  %iid 
assuming  again  a  hostile  attitude  toward  the  French.  The  OUft- 
was,  who  were  the  allies  of  the  French,  had  killed  a  chief  of  tba 
Iroquois ;  and  from  this  and  other  causes,  they  were  again  exaspera- 
ted, and  preparing  for  descents  upon  the  French  settlements.  Hith* 
erto,  the  Senecas,  far  removed  from  what  had  been  the  seat  of  war, 
and  almost  continually  waging  war  with  those  of  their  own  race, 
had  participated  but  little  in  the  wars  with  the  French.  Provoca- 
tions now  began  on  their  part,  in  the  way  of  endeavoring  to  divert 
trade  to  the  English,  and  in  warring  upon  the  French  Indian  allies ; 
and  upon  one  occasion,  they«had  robbed  a  French  trading  party  on 
their  way  to  Illinois. 

A  long  series  of  provocations  were  given  by  the  Iroquois,  which 
determined  M.  de  la  Barre  to  go  against  them  with  all  the  forces  he 
could  command.  He  had  information  that  a  descent  was  to  be 
made  upon  the  French  settlements  upon  the  St.  Lawrence.  He 
assembled  an  army  of  700  Canadian  militia,  130  regular  soldiers, 
and  200  Indian  allies,  in  July,  1683.  While  coming  up  the  St 
Lawrence,  he  learned  that  the  more  friendly  of  the  Iroquois  nations 
had  prevailed  upon  the  Senecas  to  listen  to  overtures  of  peace.  The 
English  had  offered  their  mediation,  with  intimations  that  they 
would  make  conunon  cauite  with  the  hostile  nations  of  Iroquois,  if 
the  French  Governor  persevered  in  his  warlike  demonstrations. 
tf.  de  la  Barre  crossed  Lake  Ontario,  and  quartered  his  army  at  a 
^7  in  what  is  now  Jefferson  countv,  and  awaited  the  arrival  of 
•©^ce  deputies  of  the  Iroquois.  While  there,  the  French  army  suf- 
»red  oauch  for  want  of  wholesome  provisions,  and  they  named  the 
lace  "  La  Famine,"  or  Hungry  Bay.  The  Indians  met  them,  with 
Q  Onondaga  chief,  Garangula,  at  their  head.  A  speech  was  made 
r  the  French  Governor,  and  replied  to  by  Garangula,  in  a  tone 
contempt  and  derision,  rather  than  of  fear  or  submission.  *  He 
^U  knew  that  famine  and  disease  had  weakened  the  French  force, 
^Q  even  tantalized  them  by  allusion  to  their  misfortunes.     De  U 

r  j»r  a  correct  trmnslation  of  this  noted  Jfpeecb,  copiwi  from  La  Hontan,  wee 
^Uana  PurchMe."  Mr.  Clinton  mid  :  — "  I  beUeve  it  imptwaibk-  to  find  in  aU  the 
J*?*^'**  ^f  ancient  or  modem  oratonr,  a  ctpcech  more  appropriato  or  convincintr. 
alh^  *  ^^  ^^  respectful  pn>ftfeaonrit  convevs  tlie  raort  bitine  irony  :  and  while 
^^«id«  with  rich  and  splendid  imaeerr,  it  contains  the  most  solid  n«8unin^."  The 
^TT  Y^  muthor  of  **  Histoiy  of  Onondaga,"  rfgards  him  as  haring  Imxu  the  5  estor 
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»«  SATS  the  Baron  la  Hontan.  who  wiis  present.  **  returned  to  his 

afct  x:>A  enraged  at  what  he  had  heard."     The  interview  ended 

^  a  ftp^atioQ  on  the  part  of  the  Seneoas  that  ihey  would  make 

reraraaoa  S>r  some  aileired  wrv>n^ ;  ♦  and  on  the  port  of  the  French 

G-:rer::or.  tSat  he  would  inime^iiatelv  withdraw  his  armv.     The  di»- 

ccc-JStte-i  and  chasriiied  b  Barre  withdrew  an  armv  made  feeble 

?▼  ijwaK  aad  huoc^r :  and  u[va  reaching  Montreal,  learned  that 

I  Frvrxh  tor>>e   had  arrived,  which  would  have  enabled  him  to 

^dri^  the  proud  warriors*  anJ  provoking  orator  he  had  nv?l  on 

»  wji  5h>Yei  of  Lake  Ontario. 

Bvf  C  J*  t  ^'  :t  v-ll  b^'  5  ini  is  Mr.  E."«akr'5  chAfCer  spot  thie  S^cMca^  »aJ  saone 

Tzjf  Iry^'xss  were  pr.^.npt  to  cairy  the  war  home  upon  their  in- 
nders.  I-  November  fy/.r.v:aj  De  Xonviile's  expedition,  they  at- 
u:i*»i  Ae  French  fort  on  the  Sorrel,  and  were  repulsed,  but  they 
n''"5??i  the  neighbor inz  French  settlements,  aikl  made  captves. 
Drives?  lowered  upon  the  French  cause. 

•  !z  ±i  same  year,  there  fell  upon  Canada  an  evil  more  severe 
iar  I- fian  aggression  or  English  hotstility.  Toward  the  end  of 
i»f  rrr^:>»r.  a  deadlv  m,i:aiv  visited  the  color. v.  and  carried  mourn- 

mm  m 

=g  Ji: :  ilzi-i?*:  every  househo'J.  So  |^a:  was  the  mortality,  that 
M  r^  Xor.vi::e  was  constrained  t,>  abandon,  or  raL*ier  defer,  his 
"T"  -e-.-^  of  humbling  the  rriie  and  power  of  the  Tsonnonthouans 
5?  Lad  ilao  reason  :o  doubt  the  faith  of  his  Indian  allies :  even  the 
3ir:c*  c{  the  far  West,  wh?  hod  tl^ught  so  stoutly  by  his  side  on 
::«  'ii-r^rfs  of  Lake  Ontario,  were  discovered  to  have  been  at  the 
l=3e  .n  treacherous  Cv^rresp«.''r.ior.ce  with  the  Iroquois.'* 

•  WnJe  dc»ubt  ai.d  dise^ise  pardiired  the  power  of  the  French, 
*:>  r  ii::;^r».^us  enemies  were  not  idle.  Twelve  hundred  Iivxjuois 
"•"irr :r5  jssesnb.ed  at  Like  S:.  Francis,  within  two  days*  march 
•'  M-creal.  and  haughtiiy  dtinandcvi  audience  o:*  the  Governor, 
"ii-c-  was  immediitely  granted.  Their  orator  proclaimed  the 
:  v^r  .'f  his  race,  and  the  weakness  of  the  white  men,  widi  all  the 
fL-jy.cjffLS  aad  striking  i'.iustr.i::on  ot  Indian  ekx^uence.     He  onered 
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rms  proposed  by  the  Goremor  of  New  York,  bat  oolv 
French  four  davs  for  ddiberation." 
^-handed  diplomaey  was  backed  by  formidable  dexDOO- 
rhe  wh<rfe  country  west  of  the  river  Sorrel,  or  RichiieiLr 
^  by  a  savage  host,  and  the  distant  iort  of  Cataracooj, 
urio  shore,  was  with  diificulty  held  against  SCO  Iroquois, 
med  the  farm  stores  with  flaming  arrows,  and  slain  the 
5  settlers.  The  French  bowed  before  the  storm  they 
esist,  and  peace  was  concluded  on  conditions  that  war 
e  in  the  land^  and  all  the  allies  should  share  in  the 
repose.  M.  De  Xonville  further  agreed  to  restore  the 
Is  who  had  been  so  treacherouslv  torn  from  their  native 
»nt  to  labor  in  the  gallevs  of  France."* 
te  treaty  was  concluded,  however,  the  implacable  end- 
\  Iroquois,  the  Abenaquis,  attacked  them  on  the  Sorrel, 
lany,  and  pushed  their  conquest  even  to  the  English  set- 
Lnd  Dearly  at  the  sanie  time,  another  untoward  circum- 
irred ;  an  instance  of  cunning  and  knavery  which  has 
in  Indian  warfare  :  —  Kondiaronk,  a  chief  of  tlie  west- 
,  with  a  retinue  of  warriors,  sought  an  interview  with 
s,  for  the  purpose  of  reconciling  some  misunderstar.diLz. 
iat  peace  was  about  to  be  cocchided  between  the  Frerich 
is,  be  determined  to  prevent  it  Pretending  to  co  back 
XNintry,  be  went  up  the  St  La%«Tence,  and  IvTig  in  am- 
\  Iroquois,  on  their  return  from  the  treaty,  he  feil  uf.on 
lis  warriors,  killing  many,  and  taking  some  prisoners.  He 
ded  that  he  was  acting  in  concert  with  the  French  Gov- 
hat  he  had  instigated  the  attack  upon  those  with  whom 
\  concluded  a  peace.  The  scheme  worked  just  as  the 
oods  Mettemich  had  concluded  it  would  :  —  A  renewal 


aml^ir  fA  the  lio^j  of  tLe  C.»Lfif<  *.i  r«rt»ia.  iaj#  *A  IV  V  .-.-::!» 
bis  wixore  of  tbt  IrMpK  h.  u/J  «»Ti>iiaz  UMfli  &>  Frsace :  —  ~  iii*  '<a^> 
r  and  Bacfcl  caure«f  ckL,  l^-vct  U:  clKai.*^?!  frijOi  *»L<-  IkL^i  M  •*.  ^-f  •  :.-  iArk 
r.  From  the  Akx  vbec  'Jm  tTi]  dwj  ^r»#  d-rje.  the  tA*-  >*-r  ii,-ArT.^:.> 
■DOTBed  »  ft  bvokes  reed  the  kUm^  boDor  of  the  FretKk.-'  Tii^  i  .izv^.t 
re  made  DeNf*eiTiIje  viy-llT  n9iw»D«£l'>.  Is  aL  yr*>^.'^\'y.  L«-  k*:^ 
0D&    The  iDflCroctioitf  td  Lc-ow  XIV.  to  La  Barre.  v<r«: :  —  -  \s  'l,i^ 

T  thmf  n  Toor  povcr  to  lukke  them  uv*-'rA7«  of  var.  arjl  rLa:  v.. -a 
B  rf*"!^****  I17  CTcrr  opptvtBzJsj  vhioi  viil  Ufcr  fur  thcar  nraaor^  tA 
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of  hostilities  was  soon  made  by  the  Iroquois,  to  revenge  themselves 
ibr  the  supposed  baseness  of  the  French  Govemor.     Twelve  hun- 
dred Iroquois  warriors  made  a  descent  upon  the  Island  of  Montreal, 
burnt  the  French  houses,  sacked  their  plantations,  and  put  to  the 
5wo?d  all  the  men.  women  and  children  within  the  outskirts  of  the 
town.    •'  A  thousand  French  were  slain  in  the  invasion,  and  twenty- 
six  carried  into  captivity/**    The  marauders  retreated,  but  not  with- 
out further  destruction  of  life :  —  a  force  of  one  hundred  French  and 
fifty  Indians,  sent  in  pursuit,  were  entirely  cut  off.     "  The  disastrous 
incumcions  filled  the  French  with  panic  and  astonishment.     They  at 
OQo*  Wew  up  the  forts  of  Cataracouy,  (Kingston,)  and  Niagara, 
borte*!  two  vessels,  built  under   their   protection,  and  altc^ther 
li^an-ioned  the  shores  of  the  western  Lakes."  f     Frontenac  arrived 
It  Quebec  in  October,  1689,  at  a  perioil  of  great  depression  with  the 
c>«^y.      His  hands   were   strengthened   by  the  government  of 
FriLce,  but  a  vi«t  field  of  labor  was  before  him.     He  repaired  to 
Mxitreal,  and  summoned  a  council  of  the  western  Indians ;  the 
first  and  most  important  consummation  to  be  eflected,  being  their 
peneci  conciliation  and  alliance:  —  "As  a  representative  of  the 
GjIac  Monarch,  claiming  to  be  the  bulwark  of  Christendom — Count 
Fr?rtenac.  himself  a  peer  of  France,  now  in  his  seventieth  year, 
f--iced  the  murderous  hatchet  in  the  hands  of  his  allies;  and  with 
tj  riihawk  in  his  own  grasp,  chaunted  the  war-song,  danced  the 
war-diiice.  and  listened,  apparently  with  delight,  to  the  threat  of 
sava:??  veneeance."! 

In  the  February  precciiing  the  event  just  alluded  to,  the  revolu- 
t'Xi  in  England  had  been  consummated.  William  and  Mar}-  had 
sacoeeded  to  the  throne,  and  soon  after  which  France  had  declared 
a  ^ar  airiinst  England,  in  which  the  American  colonies  became  at 
oace  inv*olvetl.  and  a  contest  ensued,  in  which  the  question  of  undi- 
T.iM  empire  in  all  this  p».>rtion  of  North  America  was  the  stake  to 
S?  W'>n  ;  —  France  and  England  had  both  detennined  upoa  entire 
cor.quest.  Frontenac  succeeded  in  conforming  the  alliance  of 
iiv\y  all  the  western  trilK^s  of  Indians,  and  throujjh  the  mission- 

•5miih*#  HLrtorr  of  Xew  York. 

*>^  <kr*  th<^  authitr  of  tho  Conquoct  of  Canada.    It  is  not  probable  that  all  tht 

Tc^vn  potf£2»  we2v  abandoutxL 
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ariet  was  enabled  to  makea  partial  division  of  the  Iroquois finom  tbe 
English  interests.  He  soon  received  from  his  government  iastnie- 
tions  to  war  for  conquest,  not  only  upon  New  England  and  Kew 
York^  but  upon  all  the  Indian  allies  of  the  En^ish.  His 
tions  contemplated  an  attack  upon  **  Manathe,"  (^  Manhattan' 
New  York,)  by  sea,  and  an  attack  upon  Fort  Orange  by 
and  a  descent  upon  the  Hudson,  to  co-operate  with  the  nafd 
expedition.  The  French  force  in  Canada,  of  regulars  and  mflitia 
was  about  two  thousand.  In  February,  1689,  an  expediCiaB 
started  from  Montreal,  and  after  a  long  march  through  the  wU- 
emess,  in  which  they  were  obliged  to  walk  up  to  their  knees 
in  water,  and  break  the  ice  with  their  feet,  in  order  to  find  a  soU 
footing,  they  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  Schenectady,  the  cfaen 
fiuthest  advanced  of  the  English  settlements.  Arriving  at  a  wA- 
tary  wigwam,  the  benumbed  and  disabled  from  the  effects  of  the 
severe  cold  weather,  warmed  themselves  by  its  fire,  and  infonnatioD 
was  gained  from  the  squaws  who  inhabited  it  how  they  could  best 
(all  upon  the  village  and  execute  their  temble  mission  of  war  and 
retribution  upon  those  who  had  assisted  the  Mohawk  branch  of  the 
Iroquois  in  their  onslaughts  upon  the  French  settlements.  In  dl 
their  march  and  contemplated  attack,  they  had  been  assisted  by  a 
former  chief  (rf*  the  Mohawks,  who  had  deserted  his  countrv  and 
identified  himself  with  the  French  allies  at  the  west.  Approaching 
the  point  of  attack,  he  had  eloquently  harangued  the  French  and  their 
Indian  allies  to  "  lose  aD  reoolJections  of  their  fatigue  in  hopes  of 
taking  ample  revenge  for  the  injuries  they  had  received  firom  the 
Iroquois,  at  the  solicitation  of  the  English,  and  of  washing  them  out 
in  the  Wood  df  the  traitors."  •  At  eleven  o'clock  at  nisht  thev  came 
near  the  settlement,  and  deliberating  whether  they  should  not  post- 
pone the  attack  to  a  more  dead  hour  of  the  night,  were  compelled  bv 
the  excessive  cold  to  rush  upon  their  victims  and  destrov  them,  to 


•  H«  vi^  mj%  ihtt  French  oAdal  aoeoant  "  whhrio:  cootiadktioD.  the  moit  *-,.«- 
Sfi^raUe  of  hit' tribe  —  an  hoDcst  dud — a§  full  of  ipint,  gi-Derostr  aiid  pmdcnee  m 
WM  pr^Ue.  and  cuaUe  at  the  mnyt  time  of  great  and^rtakio^"' 

Xtrra.— TheEn^fcahaecoant  of  the  mainacTeat  ScbenectadT.  oontaiDcd  in  the  Los- 
<>on  D^icamenta.  gives  the  names  of  artj  of  -  re  people  kil^^d  and  d€f*6^»T«d ;"  of 
^entT-«eT«i  who  were  carried  prix'nen'to  Canada.    The  few  of  all  the  popuktBOD 


■••t  evaped,  beinff  a  detached  part  rif  the  fitttlemt^t  thermdence  of  the  Bntwh  com- 
■J»wUnl  of  the  ptaee.  -Capt  Sander/'  wbo-e  wife  had  shown  »oroe  fkror  prvrianiT 
~  •^»*  French  priaoMn.  The  Frenrh  arcoTint.  in  th^  Parin  Docnmenbi,  faj»  that 
•n^  Krea  of  ftftr  or  aztr  peiw>nfl»  old  men.  wosoen  and  children  wert  pporecL  tier 
■^•^ >  1^  ^g^  1^  ^  attack." 
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mar  the  wftnnth  of  their  burning  hanilets.  A  smill  garriKm,  where 
^re  «\pre  soldiers  under  armss  wss  first  attacked,  carried,  set  tire 
:>  arjd  baraed.  and  all  its  defeoders  slausihtoreil.  Then  succeeded 
SlMits  oi'  buminsr  and  massaca\  until  almost  the  entire  population 
laJ  their  dweUiiiC^  ha*!  U^n  dostroved.  The  detaib  of  the  terrible 
AQs^itcht  a2>^  taniiliar  to  the  ceneral  n^ader.  It  was  a  stealthv  mid* 
!:irit  ai^ftauh,  a  work  of  ilie  sword  and  the  torch,  that  has  few  par- 
dds  in  all  the  wars  upon  this  continent.  The  whole  forms  an  early 
ksend  of  ihe  Mohawk,  and  was  the  precureor  of  the  terrible  scenes, 
that  in  after  vears  were  enacted  in  that  once  harrassed  and  ravas«ed. 
(<«t  DOW  smiting  and  peaceful  valley. 

As  if  satiated  with  this  work  of  death  ;  paralized  by  the  severity 
of  the  weather,  or  intimidated  bv  the  Endish  strcui^th  at  Albanv : 
ttie  Fnfoch  retraced  their  stejvs,  with  their  prisoners  and  plunder,  not. 
k:i«Yrer.  without  sutferini:  tVom  huncer  and  cold,  enouirh  to  make 
the  victorv,  if  such  it  could  be  called,  a  dear  one.  The  tlesh  of 
the  horses  ihey  had  taken  at  Schenectavly.  was  for  a  part  of  tlie 
march  dieir  onlv  tVxxl.  AK^ut  one  hundred  and  fiii\  Indians  and 
£nv  ycang  men  of  Albany,  pursued  them  to  Lake  Champlaiu,  and 
even  over  it  killing  som<>  and  takin::;  others  prisoners. 

Another  e3q[^*.lition  left  Ti^roe  Rivers  and  penetrated  the  wilder- 
aess  to  the  Piscataqua  River  in  Maine,  surj^rised  a  small  English 
senjeaient.  killeti  thirty  of  i:>  :nhaMiant>.  and  made  the  rest  prisoners 
.\i:er  which  thev  fell  in  with  another  Fivnch  lorce.  and  desiroveJ 
rie  Engilsh  Fort  at  Casco. 

A  tiurd  expedition  wo!U  among  the  Western  Indians  to  cor.iinn 
Vrf-T  alliance  by  iniimi.iation  and  a  lavish  bestowal  of  pro i^ents : 
iii  was  by  far  t?w  most  succe<sfu!  of  the  three.  It  heljx^d  v;i5tly  to 
xrr.  trade  in  the  direction  of  Montreal  and  strengthened  the  French 
T.ii  many  of  the  poweri'u!  nations  of  liie  west.  On  their  w.-iy,  lliey 
fc..  :a  wiih  and  deJeated  a  lar^^  w;u*  party  oi  the  In.x]uois. 

^\*hlie  a::  this  was  in  progress,  war  parlies  of  ilie  hostile  Iri\]uoi> 
tiii  Seen  makii^g  rojva:ed  incursions  down  the  St.  Lawrence. 
M-Tissin^  the  Frezioh  sett-enionts. 

Tr.e  incnrsi'Mis  of  the  French  at  tliee.isiwai\l  had  aroused  the 
^eo?ie  of  New  England  to  make  co!nm»Mi  cause  \\ith  the  j>eople  of 
New  York  and  their  Inx]Uv\s  ai.ie^.  In  May.  lOiK^.  deputies  tKxn 
Ne*.\  York  and  all  the  New  Ev:  V.r:d  colonics  met  in  AlKinr,  and 
r.^Je  'die  quarrel  their  o'vn  iv.sie.vi  of  that  of  England,  who  Iwd  been 
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iTOiK  in  aklmg  their  colonies  to  carry  it  on.    A  general  invasion 
of  the  French  colonj  was  resolyed  upon.    Two  expeditions  were 
ainnc^  <^ck  to  sail  from  Boston  to  Quebec,  and  the  other  to  crosi 
the  c^xiatrr  to  the  St  Lawrence,  and  deacendii^  the  River,  join  the 
nar^  ei^l^tion  at  Quebec.    Both  were  failures.     The  land  force, 
wvier  General  Winthrop  of  Connecticut,  800  strong,  marched  finom 
Albany  to  Lake  Champlain,  where  they  were  disappointed  in  not 
nK^ting  500  Iroquois  warriors  as  had  been  agreed  upon,  and  the  In- 
dians had  also  failed  to  provide  the  necessary  canoes  for  crossiDg 
the  Lake.    A  council  of  war  was  held  and  a  retreat  agreed  upon. 
Maji3r  Schuyler  of  the  New  York  levies,  had  however,  preceded  the 
main  army,  and  crossed  the  Lake  without  knowing  that  Winthrop 
had  retreated.  He  attacked  a  small  garrison  at  La  Prairie,  and  obliged 
them  to  fall  back  toward  ChamUy.    The  French  in  retreating,  feD 
in  with  a  reinforcement,  and  turned  upon  their  pursuers ;  a  severe 
engagement  ensued ;  overpowered  by  numbers,  Schuyler  was  obliged 
to  retreat    Sir  William   Phipps  had  command  of  the  naval  ex« 
pedition,  which  consisted  of  35  vessels  and  200  troops.  After  captur- 
ing some  French  posts  at  New  Foundland,  and  upon  the  Lower  St 
Xawrence,  the  British  squadron  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Sage- 
^rnay,  Frontenac  having  learned  that  the  English  land  force  had 
0^-  umed  back,  had  hastened  to  Quebec,  and  ordered  a  concentration 
his  forces  there.    The  slow  approach  of  the  New  England  inva- 
»rs  gave  him  a  plenty  of  time  to  prepare  for  defence.    On  the  5th 
October  the  squadron  appeared  before  Quebec  and  the  next  day 
^^jnanded  a  surrender.    To  the  enquiry  of  the  bearer  of  the  mes- 
\  what  answer  he  had  to  return,  the  brave  old  Count  said :  — 
»11  vour  master  I  will  answer  bv  the  mouth  of  mv  cannon,  that 
lay  learn  that  a  man  of  my  rank  is  not  to  be  summoned  in  this 
ijer."    The  attack  followed :  —  A  force  of  1700  was  landed  un- 
[ajorWalley,  and  had  much  hard  fighting,  with  but  indiflerent 
with  French  out-posts.     In  the  mean  time,  Phipps  had 
»red  his  vessels,  bearing  the  heaviest  guns  against  the  town  and 
The  fire   was  mostly  ineflectual;    directed  principally 
the  high  eminence  of  the  Upper  Town,  it  fell  short  of  t}^ 
while  a  destructive  fire  was  pouring  down  upon  the  assail- 
The  siege  was  continued  but  twenty  hours,  when  the  British 
^.^ell  down  the  stream  out  of  the  reach  of  the  galling  fire  from 
ramparts  of  the  besieged  fortress.    The  force  under  Major 
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Waiiev.  upon  land,  continued  the  fight,  generally  succeeding  in 
ifaeir  approaches.  After  a  series  of  sharp  engagements,  the  land 
&>rc«  were  obli^^ed  to  resort  to  a  hurried  embarkation  on  board  of 
tiieir  vessels.  It  was  a  night  scene  of  panic  and  disorder,  many 
Ic^iodT  their  lives  by  the  upsetting  of  lx>at&  The  artillery  that  was 
taken  oa  shore,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  French.  Leavin:;  nine  dis- 
abled ships.  Phipps  returned  to  Boston  to  add  to  the  news  of  the  re- 
peat oi"  \Vinthrop»  the  sad  account  of  the  result  of  his  siege  of 
Qoe^^c. 

Then  followed  a  winter  of  repose  with  the  French  colony,  but  of 
diidiy  and  apprehension  in  New  England  and  ^^ew  York»  whose 
Aeet  and  army  had  so  signally  failed.  But  the  Iroquois  who  had 
uiied  to  ccM>perate  with  Winlhrop  in  the  fall,  were  early  in  the 
field  by  themselves  in  the  spring.  In  May,  a  thousand  of  their 
T"^>f5  approached  Montreal,  laying  waste  the  French  settlementSi 
re-enacting  all  the  horrid  scenes  of  fonner  years ;  though  not 
v.th'.^t  some  instances  of  severe  and  summarv  retributions  before 

m 

iiST  had  effected  their  retreat.    In  a  few  weeks  the  incursion  was 
repealed,  and  with  similar  results. 

Then  followed  seven  vears  of  Endish  and  French  and  Indian  war, 
:ae  French  under  the  enenrelic  administration  of  Frontenac,  all  the 
whie  exiendinsi  their  settlements,  and  strenirtheninii  their  whole  co- 
!oQJiI  position,  though  with  arms  in  their  hands.  They  were  mostly 
o>Q:ent  loact  upon  the  delensive.  while  on  the  part  of  the  English 
colooies*  there  seems  to  have  been  no  eneniy  in  aiding  the  Iroquois  to 
ciTTT  on  the  war.  In  ITiHJ.  Fn>ntenac,  desi^irinff  of  anv  reconcilia- 
ixi  widi  the  Iroquois,  resolved  upon  another  invasion  of  their  terri- 
:.Ty.  He  assembled  all  his  disposable  forces  of  French  and  Indian 
rLes  at  Fort  Frontenac.  (Kingston.)  and  crossinix  Lake  Ontario  dis 
ecr-irked  at  the  mouth  of  the  C>?we$»o  river.  His  armv  was  a  form- 
icabee  oie,  and  it  was  proviJeil  with  a  train  of  artiller}'  as  if  he  was 
4>anack  a  walled  town  instead  of  weak  pailiside  Forts.     After  en- 

V  *Ti.  —  T^i*  iit'tiils  of  ha::!^ft  t';u!  ^x\n::?\- 1  rJonc  i".  :i.-.x'  viv»rii  \:v»u.  the  St.  Lav- 
^r»-v,  ir  ^!  zI.'»Tse  e*>iifinw  all  of  ^l.'.r.r.^  hon>is:n  ihat  h:u«  l-^n  anhrated  to  the  ln>- 
o  ix  ai-i  r'-'^^e  u*  a  <'i'-i<?  t»»  ;heir  1  'nc^  rii-^*  of  e\^c^uv'5<Ci«  ov^r  :hoir  own  race.  CroAnng 
Ilk**  '"^^ta.-.*^  an  i  Cbampl  lin.  i:^  Vv*I:"n.at  s^»a!«^n>.  wirti  :h-  ir  frail  oan-v*.  an  J  Je- 
««Bratr  tK"  >t-  La^nwcvV  bv  I;.:-  i  a:ul  v^ter  aaikl  srows  ari  i%.v,  th-.re  was  !:ot  onlr 
--:r  <*aI"i:T  A.-«i&:iIt»  an  J  saVa.T'-  ^:irrAr\v  be:  on  ni  i-iy  vwdin  ■•.  jj  wi:h  the  <:.icisro  of 
3f-^  r*rv  bi^K"!  ti^  •wlir-ary  bnivi-rk-  —  thov  u>\i  f  r  h-  :r<  :hi»  train<\i  a:vt  v^^fienn 
»  ia-rk  rf  Fnu^"*'.  a^UHushin^  :ht»  tnov.  o?  d-»A*ijMno  in  :ho  arti»  of  war  wi:h  their 
■-•».  Tiie  baK  *m litrs  of  Fra*uv.  arvi  tTnirlaa-.l.  wirv  not  a  nia!^*h  on  manj 
iae  am  «i|ual  muiber  of  ORtangh:  »>kla(i9of  the  wigwam  aadfiraiL 
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tering  the  Onondaga  Lake,  the  anny  was  divided,  a  portion  of  it  being 
sent  against  the  Oneidas,  while  Frontenac  landed  with  the  main  forc0 
destined  for  the  attack  upon  the  Onondagas.  The  old  Count  had 
now  become  so  decrepid  from  age  and  hard  sen'ice,  that  he  was 
borne  to  the  point  of  attack  upon  a  litter ;  presenting  a  scene  spiced 
somewhat  with  romantic  heroism,  if  the  object  of  attack  had  in  any 
considerable  degree  corresponded  with  the  military  array  and  pre- 
paration. The  French  army  landed  upon  the  banks  of  the  Lake,  and 
threw  up  some  defences.  The  Onondagas  were  aware  of  the  ap- 
proach, fortified  themselves  as  well  as  they  could  in  their  castle, 
sent  away  all  but  their  warriors,  and  resolved  upon  a  desperate  de- 
fence. They  were,  however,  intimidated  by  a  Seneca  prisoner,  who 
had  escaped  from  the  French,  who  told  them  that  Frontenac 's  army 
'*  was  as  numerous  as  the  leaves  on  the  trees,  and  that  they  had  ma- 
chines which  threw  up  large  balls  in  the  air,  which  falling  on  their 
cabins  would  burst  in  pieces  scattering  fire  and  death  every  where 
around,  against  which  their  stockades  would  be  no  defence,"  This 
was  a  kind  of  warfare  new  to  them,  and  which  they  resolved  not  to 
encounter,  setting  fire  to  their  castle  and  cabins,  t4iey  fled  and  left 
their  invaders  the  poor  triumph  of  putting  to  death  one  old  Indian 
Sachem,  who  remained  to  become  a  sacrifice  and  defy  and  scorn 
the  invaders,  even  while  they  were  applying  their  instruments  of 
torture.  The  Oneidas  fled  at  the  approach  of  the  other  division  of  the 
French  army,  but  thirty  of  them  remaining  to  welcome  the  invaders 
and  save  their  castle,  village,  and  crops.  They  were  made  prisoners 
and  the  village,  castle,  and  crops  destroyed.  No  rumor  came  from 
the  English,  but  the  fear  of  one  hastened  the  French  retreat  across  the 
Lake  to  Fort  Frontenac,  and  from  thence  to  Montreal. 

The  treaty  of  peace  concluded  at  Ryswick,  and  the  death  of  Fron- 
tenac soon  followed,  leaving  partial  repose  to  the  harrassed  French 
and  English  colonies.  The  amiable  Callieres,  the  governor  of  Mon- 
treal, succeeded  Frontenac.  but  hardly  liveil  to  witness  the  consum- 
mation of  his  wise  measures  for  conciliating  the  Iroquois,  renewing 
Indian  alliances*  and  generally  to  better  the  condition  of  the  affairs 
of  New  Prance.  lie  was  succeeded  bv  Vaudreiul  who  was  socn 
waitetl  upon  by  a  deputation  of  Iro^iuois.  that  acknowledged  the 
French  dominion. 

It  was  but  a  short  breathing  sfeW  for  the  colonies: — In  May, 
1709»  iK-hat  wai  called  ''Queen  Ann's  war,*'  was  declared,  and  the 
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ic«a»  <y  wiut  )»d  lutein  o;sdIevl  -  Kiair  W  :!!:ami  s  w;ar."  w>?n?  n^enact- 

T>p  iV>Tiace  cc  New  York  uv4  hut  M::5o  part  ia  the  contest,  and 
^c^je£  hsrieQ  iVH  ujv^n  Xew  E::^c.iaJ.  The  Indianis  within  their 
.^«rx  i3i]:swr^:u:o;rv>?d  by  the  laiiaa^  o4  Canada,  ainl  uot  unimjuent- 
ly  A^cocipanie^  by  the  French,  made  incundocs  into  all  parts  of  the 
fjBoera  Efe&c^Uh  Prv^v:nces.:aIMniruj^v[ilhe  th^ntier  setilenients  with 
3e  rf:wh»  the  toraahawk  aad  kaife.  anJ  Uimbhirg  a  long  catalogue 
X  c:ipCT;rr  ar>i  deadk  that  mark  that  as  one  of  the  iiK^t  t:n-:r.g  ;^n 
rxes  in  a  cvxtLNiiai  h:*:  vy.  u>>n  aliiK^?t  every  page  of  which  we  ax« 
ixciKy  recaizhjed  hvMT  much  of  bio^>i  anJ  stidering  it  Cv>st  our  pJo* 
accessor?  :o  D;a::;:a:n  a  tvvxhvxu  ujon  this  cvxitinent.*  The 
:c:  :be  part  of  the  Eng-sh  coJoaie**  was  prliuripaUy  directed 
«ca=::>?  Port  Roval.  QueSev  and  Mo::ir\?jil.  Mv>s:  of  the  ex:yJ:::v«is 
2»T  £::5fvi  oat  wen?  fiilures  :  there  was  a  succession  of  shii'^wreok. 
nfcij  ^racaevi  schenves  of  Cv^r.v.^uost :  oriruiira:;c»n  of  fvsws  but  :o  be 
£sc>L=o^i  before  thev  had  consumruatcil  anv  deda:;e  purtvee*; 
•  rajTrdir;^  up  hills  arJ  marvhiiii:  dv^wa  ac*in/" 

Sjca  r^iia:  the  geogr^:>h:cai  features  of  the  war ;  the  Prv»v:ace 
:f"\-w  Yoci  having:  assented  to  the  treatv  of  neutrnKtv  Ktween 
re  French  aD^i  F'.ve  NA;:v>r.5.  a::d  oor.ten::i:^  itse'.t  with  an  ertvr- 
laec:  ^-c"  Ircian  tr.wie,  while  th.^ir  nei^.K^rir^  Provinces  were  <:ni^ 
^ijic  AT^ns:  u*5e  French  a:v.i  In.iia;:? ;  there  is  l:::!e  to  notice  having 
CT  j=La>fviu:e  co:ine\iv^n  w::h  our  ioc,\I  relations^ 

«  ••  • 

3e'icnll:v.  They  n:v.'-JLp:\i  with  oc^r^nn'in^ate  sx*l!  tv^  N?  th^*  inii- 
Ld2f  ztjctjIs  of  K»A  :l':e  F.ncish  :\::>:  French.  Si:u;i:evl  Kc'VA'een 
r»;  To^frr£  n-iiv'^ns  at  w,;r  wi:h  e.ich  o:her.  thev  concl^jvio-i  the 

wv<r  •:v-tv  Tr-*<  •  >  t«v*"^  ••'•,\«-»^*  v*"*  *•■*    ■♦    •v*c""*  >"*   *  *»  •  i'     *"*    w*      ••>•* 

■ce  t.M:  £nil>  triun::  he.?.     A:  one  r^ri^x^  whon  an  attack  upon 

arusn  a  iar*?  auxiliary*  f,^rc;\  ti*;,*:  AS5e:r.blevi  w!:h  a  detachn>ent  of 
£cc:.5Ci  trwp>  a*.  Wov.  Crex?l\.  Th;^  wh.\e  s>:'.en:e  amounting  to 
liuir:*.  no  orvor;uv.i:v  w-u>  vKU*:e.i  of  :es:>,i^  :5.eir  sineer!:v:  but 
ircG  ictre  oircuas<:ances  thAt  :ra::>:^inis!.  i:  w  .is  snsrvvtod  th-i:  ihev 
*^ri  is  n;u:w*h  xciined  :o  the  Frx^nch  as  to  the  English.     At  one 
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period  during  the  war.  fire  Iroquois  Sachems  irere  preraikd  opoo 
to  Tisit  EcglaDd  &r  the  purpose  of  urging  renewed  attempt  to 
conquer  Canada.  Tbey  were  introduced  to  the  Queen,  decked 
out  in  splendid  wardrobe,  exhibited  tfarougfa  the  streets  of  LDodon, 
at  the  theatres,  and  other  places  of  puUic  resort ;  feasted  and  toast- 
ed, thev  professed  that  their  people  were  readj  to  assist  in  extenm- 
natlug  the  French,  but  threatened  to  go  home  and  jor.n  the  FieiKli 
unkss  more  efifectual  war-nteasures  were  adopted.  This  was  a  ks- 
aon  uDdoubtedlT  taught  them  by  the  Eiigiish  colonies  who  had  sent 
them  orer  to  aid  in  exciting  Doore  interest  at  home  in  the  contest 
that  was  waging  in  the  colonies.  The  risit  of  the  Sachems  had  tern- 
porarilj  the  desired  efiecL  It  aided  in  inducing  the  English  gov- 
Cfument  to  furnish  the  colonies  with  an  increased  force  of  men  <iDd 
Tessels  of  war,  in  assisting  in  a  renewed  expedition  against  Moo- 
tieal  and  Quebec,  which  ended,  as  others  had,  in  a  failure.  Ther 
got  nothing  from  the  Five  Nations  but  professions :  im>  overt  act  of 
oo-operation  and  assistance.  The  Governor  of  the  p.*'OTince  of 
New  York,  all  a^ong  refused  to  urge  them  to  violate  their  engaee- 
mcLts  of  neutralitv ;  for  as  neutrals,  thev  were  a  barrier  to  the 
fro::!ier  settlements  of  New  York,  against  the  encroachments^  the 
French  and  their  Indian  allies. 

*■  The  treaty  of  Utrecht,  in  April,  1713,  put  an  end  to  the  war. 
France  ceded  to  England  '  all  Nova  Scotia  or  Arcadia,  with  its 
ancirsl  boundaries ;  ilso,  the  city  of  Port  Royal,  now  calied  An- 
napolis Royal,  aikd  aH  other  things  in  those  parts,  which  dep"erid  up- 
on *ihe  said  lands.'  France  stip^ilated  in  the  treaty  that  *he  wr»uM 
•  never  rrjoltsl  the  Five  Nation*,  siibject  to  the  dominion  oi  Great 
Britair,'  leaving  still  undefined  their  boundaries,  to  form  w::h  other 
querstl  jns  of  boundary  and  dcminlon^  future  disagreements. ' 

In  all  these  vears  of  war.  French  interests  at  the  We«t  h^d  not 
been  neg'ected.  In  1701,  a  French  officer,  with  a  sma!!  colony 
and  a  Jesuit  missionarv,  founded  the  citv  of  Detro:!.  *  The  peace 
of  iheir  respective  sovereigns  over  the  ocean,  fjiikd  to  rec:?nc:3e 
di£rjl:ies  between  the  co'onie?.  The  trade  and  the  ng^x  to  navi- 
gate the  Lakes,  was  a  monopoly  enforced  by  the  French,  which  the 
ngllsh  coV>nies  of  New  York  were  bent  ufcn  disturbing.  th-^Eigfc 
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the  terroa  of  peace  had  in  effect,  confirmed  it.  The  English  as- 
sumed that  all  of  what  is  now  Western  New  York,  was  within 
their  dominions,  by  virtue  of  but  a  partial  alliance  of  its  native 
owners  and  occupants ;  and  the  French  claimed  by  a  similar  tenure ; 
for,  in  fact,  it  was  a  divided  alliance,  fluctuating  with  the  policy  of 
the  Senecas,  who  seemed  well  to  understand  the  importance  of 
their  position,  and  were  resolved  to  make  the  most  of  it.  Soon  af- 
ter 1700,  we  find  a  marked  and  progressive  change  in  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  Senecas  towards  the  French.  This  we  may  well  at- 
tribute to  the  influence  of  the  Jesuit  missionaries,  who  had  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  permanent  missionary  stations  among  them,  in  a 
greater  degree,  perhaps,  to  the  advent  of  an  extraordinary  person- 
age, who,  for  a  long  period,  exercised  an  almost  unbounded  influ- 
ence throughout  this  region.  This  was  Joncaire,  a  Frenchman, 
who,  from  a  captive  among  the  Senecas,  merged  himself  with  them, 
was  adopted,  and  became  the  faithful  and  indefatigable  promoter 
of  the  French  interests.  We  first  hear  of  him  from  Charlevoix,  who, 
in  1721,  found  him  the  occupant  of  a  cabin  at  Lewiston,  where  he 
had  gathered  around  him  a  small  Indian  settlement,  and  where  a 
fortress  was  contemplated  —  the  right  to  build  which,  he  had  nego- 
tiated ^vith  the  Senecas.  He  then  bore  a  commission  in  the  French 
army.  He  was  familiar  with  all  the  localities  of  this  region,  and 
gave  to  Charlevoix  a  description  of  the  "  river  of  the  Tsontonouans," 
(Genesee  river,)  the  Sulphur  Springs  at  Avon,  and  the  Oil  Spring 
at  Cuba.  In  1750,  Kalm,  the  German  traveller,  found  a  half-blood 
Seneca,  a  son  of  his,  at  Lewiston ;  and  in  1753,  Washington  made 
the  acquaintance  of  another  son  of  his,  while  on  a  mission  to  the 
French  at  the  West,  and  mentions  that  he  was  then  preferring  the 
French  claim  to  the  Ohio,  by  virtue  of  the  discoveries  of  La  Salle. 
In  1759,  these  two  half-blood  sons  bore  commissions  in  the  French 
army,  and  were  among  the  French  forces  of  the  West,  that  were 
defeated  on  the  Niagara  River,  on  their  way  to  re-inforce  the  be- 
sieged garrison.  In  1736,  M.  de  Joncaire,  the  elder,  had  made  a 
report  to  the  French  Superintendent  at  Montreal,  of  all  the  Indians 
whom  he  regarded  as  "  connected  with  the  government  of  Canada." 
He  embraces  the  whole  of  the  Iroquois  nations,  and  locates  them 
principally  through  this  State,  frohn  Schenectady  to  the  Niagara 
River ;  and  in  Canada,  along  near  the  lower  end  of  Lake  Ontario, 
all  of  the  nations  of  Canada,  and  all  inhabiting  the  valleys  of  the 
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western  lakes,  the  Ohio  and  the  Mississippi.  In  this  official  dooo- 
ment,  he  mentioos  that  he  is  **  engaged  at  the  history  of  the  Sioox.* 
"  He  spoke,"  says  Charlevoix,  "  with  dl  the  good  sense  of  a  Freneii- 
man,  whereof  he  enjoys  a  large  share,  and  with  all  the  subHoie 
eloquence  of  our  Iroquois." 

The  peace  of  Utrecht,  in  1713.  had  but  illy  defined  the  respcctifc 
dominions  of  the  English  and  French,  in  this  quarter :  but  tiie  Gov- 
ernor of  New  York  assumed  that  it  gave  the  English  the  joriadie- 
tion  they  had  claimed.  In  1726.  the  English  Governor,  Burnett,  bidt 
a  fort  at  Oswego,  and  a  "public  store-house"  at  the  Bay  of  ''Iroode* 
quoit"'  The  year  previous,  the  French,  upon  the  ruins  of  the  tem- 
porary works  of  De  XonviUe,  had  built  Fort  Niagara  against  the 
protests  and  renx>Dstrances  of  the  English.  * 

The  occurrences  of  a  lonz  succession  of  vears.  of  Indian  out- 
breaks,  of  French  descents  upon  New  England  settlements,  o(  r^ 
taliatory  expeditions,  of  French  and  Indian  wars^  have  in  the  main 
but  little  reference  to  this  local  region,  though  dominion  here  wm 
one  pro^oinent  cause  Oi  coatention.  Peace  between  the  ■ynMh^r 
countries  had  but  little  influence  with  the  colonists :  thev  woidi 
make  war  upon  their  own  account  as  often  as  difficulties  arose  oat 
of  mixed  occupancy,  and  conflicting  claims  to  jurisdicuon.     The 
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iL*  H'-n^.it.j'.s  thf-T  rlaim^  arair.*^  Erizli-'h  farr^-'Ljo*.*.*^  "  Fr*-:  •.>*  %■»  1721.  J«s- 
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Tr.is  »aji  ;-r-^  .-..f  L>L->i  bj  a  ar*t  en  il*  p«rr  f'i  Jt  zfsnr*-  z'  ]  '.:b»r  Krjr.H^k  ijdieaiL 
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ir.  i  c  :.'  ril  Lur.:,  '=•-'';.  k':;-:  :L*  -j  L-rav  -.r.:;!  :}.r-  *=■  'rk  vi*  £«•  trs.Mi^'ii  aira^-c^i  to 
cs^Mc  Uifc  Frtnch  w  pn^tec:  tKnaielr^ra'agaiEril  atiacL 
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French  continued  to  extend  their  posts  to  the  West  and  South  West, 
and  the  English  to  strengthen  the  frontiers  of  New  England,  and 
their  advance  post  at  Oswego. 

In  1744,  Great  Britain  declared  war  against  France  and  Spain. 
The  first  blow  struck  upon  this  continent,  was  the  capture  of  Louis- 
burg,  which  success  emboldened  Governor  Shirley,  of  Massachu- 
setts, to  ask  the  co-operation  of  the  other  colonies  in  an  attempt  to 
drive  the  French  from  all  their  American  possessions  ;  some  de- 
monstrations with  that  view  were  made ;  but  the  principal  events 
of  the  campaign  were  at  sea,  and  upon  the  frontiers  of  New  Eng- 
land.    The  short  war  was  closed  by  the  peace  of  Aix  la  Chapelle, 
of  1748.     Its  chief  result  had  been  the  loss  to  the  French  of  all  the 
Northern  frontier  coast,  to  repair  which,  they  immediately  projected 
schemes  for  extending  their  dominion  to  the  valley  of  the  Ohio,  and 
upon  the  Mississippi,  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.     In  1750,  commission- 
ers met  in  Paris  to  adjust  American  boundaries,  but  after  a  long 
session,  accomplished  nothing.     Difficulties  arose  in  a  new  quarter. 
The  crown  of  England  granted  to  an  association  of  its  subjects  at 
home,  and  in  Virginia,  called  the  Ohio  Company,  600,000  acres  of 
land  upon  the  Ohio  river,  all  of  which  was  upon  territory  claimed 
by  France.     The  attempts  of  this  Company  to  survey  and  settle 
these  lands,  and  the  building  of  French  posts  upon  them,  simulta- 
neously, brought  the  English  and  French  colonists  into  direct  con- 
flict.    The  campaign  was  opened  by  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  who 
sent  an  armed  force  to  the  disputed  ground.    Other  colonies  soon 
co-operated ;  and  after  the  contest*had  been  attended  with  alternate 
successes  and  reverses,  in  1755,  General  Braddock  came  with  a 
force  from  England,  to  aid  the  colonies.    All  the  events  of  the  war 
upon  the  Allegany  and  the  Ohio,  form  prominent  pages  of  American 
history;   ultimately  connected  with    the   history  of  our  western 
States ;  but  deriving  its  chief  general  interest  from  the  circumstance 
that  it  was  the  school  of  experience  and  discipline,  where  the  sword 
of  the  youthful  Washington  was  first  unsheathed. 

Braddock's  defeat  followed ;  then  General  Shirley's  abortive  ex- 
pedition in  the  .direction  of  Niagara  ;  Sir  William  Johnson's  par- 
tially successful  expedition  to  Lake  George ;  the  advent  of  Lord 
Loudon,  as  Commander-in-chief  of  the  British  army  in  America ; 
which  principal  events  closed  the  campaign  of  1755 ;  and  in  the  ag- 
gregate, had  darkened  British  prospects  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 
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The  carop^gn  of  1756,  opened  with  the  sacces?fu]  attack  of  the 
Marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  upon  an  English  fort,  in  what  is  now  the 
county  of  Oneida ;  which,  after  an  engagement  of  Braditrect  with 
a  French  force  on  the  Oswego  river,  was  followed  by  the  capture  of 
the  British  fort  at  Oswego,  by  the  Marquis  de  Montcalm. 

These  principal  events,  with  the  dark  fiDing  up  of  Frecc'i  asd 
Indian  depredations  at  the  west ;  amounting  almost  to  the  exter- 
mination of  the  border  settlers  of  Pennsylvania ;  gave  to  Bntish  in- 
terests, at  the  close  of  the  campaign  of  1716,  an  aspect  even  les 
encourajdn?  than  the  one  with  which  it  was  commenced. 

Montcalm  opened  the  campaign  of  1757,  eariy  in  the  spring,  by  a 
harrassingr  investment  of  Fort  William  Henrv.bv  a  force  under  the 
command  of  Vaudrenil  and  Longrieul ;  a  reinforcing  and  strengthen- 
ing of  Crown  Point  Ticonderoga  and  Niagara.  During  the  summer. 
Lord  London  collected  the  main  force  of  the  regular  army,  all  the  cfi»- 
po«£b!e  forces  of  the  colonies,  and  with  a  powerful  naval  armament 
added,  undertook  the  capture  of  Louisburg.  on  the  Island  of  Cape  Bre- 
ton, but  abandoned  the  desiirn  when  a  victorv  seemed  easilv  attaina- 
fale :  for  reasor*s  which  remain  a  mystery  in  the  history  of  English  war- 
fare. Taking  advantage  of  this  diversion  of  the  Er.glish  forces.  Moot- 
calm  in  frf-rson  completed  the  conquest  of  Fort  William  Henry,  h 
wa5  a  vear  of  disasters  with  the  English ;  formidable  armies  and  navies 
were  en/riarked  and  disembarked,  expensive  expeditions  w»fre  abor- 
tive: one  of  their  strortz  fortresses  had  gone  into  the  h rind 3  of  the 
Frer-ch.  la  no  modem  era,  save  that  of  the  American  Revolution, 
hjLS  Er.  jli-jh  pride  ofloreisri  conquest  been  more  humbled. 

In  175S  a  new  era  with  Encrland  commenced  :  —  It  wa?  thit  of 
Mr.  Pit:'?  a.lniinisiration  of  it?  affairs.  So  untoxard  was  the  a.-;>ect 
(»\  ]•=  tnairs  when  he  assumed  the  hehn  rf government,  that  it  was 
with  dirriculty,  that  confidence  could  be  restored.  "  Whoever  is  in, 
or  -.vhc-ever  is  out,"  said  LcTd  Chesterfield,  in  one  his  letters,  "  I  am 
sure  we  are  undone  both  at  home  and  abroad :  at  home  bv  an  iLcreas- 
JLZ  '\*r.t\  aii  i  expC'n5e5  :  abroad  by  oar  ill  luck  and  incapacity.  The 
French  are  rnaneni  to  do  what  they  please  in  America.  We  are  no 
longer  a  nation.     I  never  yet  saw  so  dreadful  a  prospect." 

The  first  brilliant  achievment  under  the  new  order  of  thinz*.  was 
the  capture  of  Louisbure.  Procuring  the  removal  of  the  navai  and 
military  officers,  who  had  proved  so  inefncieLt  in  America.  Mr.  Pitt 
recalled  Lord  Amherst  from  the  armv  in  Germanv,  and  made  him 
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commander  in  chief  of  the  expedition,  and  made  the  Hon.  Edward 

Boscawen  the  Admiral  of  the  fleet.     An  expedition  consisting  of  22 

ships  of  the  line,  15  frigates,  120  smaller  vessels,  on  board  of  which 

were  neariv  12,000  British  recjulars,  sailed  from  Portsmouth  and  arri- 

ring  at  Halifax  on  the  29th  of  May,  soon  commenced  the  siege  of 

Loiiiiburg.  which  ended  in  a  capitulation  of  the  strong  fortress,  after 

a  gallant  and  protracted  resistance,  on  the  25th  of  July.     The  fruits 

of  the  conquest  were  5,000  French  prisoners ;  1 1  ships  of  war  taken 

or  destroyed;  250  pieces  of  ordnance;  15,000  stand  of  arms,  and  a 

ptit  amount  of  provisions  and  military  stores.    A  scene  of  plunder 

ind  devastation  followed  in  all  that  region,  which  dimmed  the  lustre 

of  British  arms. 

Far  less  of  success  attended  British  arms  in  this  campaign  in  other 
q[Uirters : — Mr.  Pitt  had  infused  among  the  despairing  colonies,  a  new 
impulse  ;  they  had  sent  into  the  field  an  efficient  force  of  9,000  men, 
which  were  added  to  6,000  regulars — all  under  the  command  of  Aber- 
crombie.  In  July,  he  had  his  strong  force  afloat  on  Lake  George, 
proceeding  to  the  attack  upon  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point.  A 
protracted  siege  of  Ticonderoga  followed,  budly  conducted  in  almost 
€Tery  particular ;  the  sequel,  a  retreat,  with  the  loss  of  nearly  2,000 
men.  The  intrepid  Bradstreet  soon  made  partial  amends  for  this  un- 
fortunate enterprise,  by  the  capture  of  Fort  Frontenac,  then  the  strong 
hold  of  French  Indian  alliance.  General  Stanwix  advanced  up  the 
Mohawk  and  built  the  Fort  that  took  his  name.  In  the  mean  time 
General  Forbes  had  left  Philadelphia  with  an  efficient  army  of  over 
6,000  regulars  and  provincials,  and  after  a  defeat  of  his  advance  force, 
had  captured  Fort  du  Quesne,  changing  the  name  to  Fort  Pitt  in 
honor  of  the  great  master  spirit  who  was  controlling  England's  des-. 


S'rtt,  —  How  often  are  triuniph.<9  of  arni.^.  tho  rumilt  of  chance!  It  is  bat  a  few 
v<««  «inco  an  Ani<*rioan  Gonenil  oonfi>s8ed  that  a  Bolendid  victory  was  owing  to  the 
^  that  some  un»iisi»i|>liniHi  troojw  tliil  not  know  wnen  tlior  were  (airly  conquered, 
ywwvrred  in  the  fijHit  and  tnnu»<l  tho  tide  of  battle.     An  I^nijlish  historian,  candid 

rvTtrv  subject  he  touohot^  ailnutj^  that  the  capture  of  Louisbur^  was  accidental  :— 
fir<*guccesi«ful  landin^r  wan  made  by  Wolf,  then  a  Briuratlier  General  Gen. 
Anihe^c  d«>ubtoil  it*  pnwticability.  "  The  chivalrous  Wolf  himself,  as  he  noariHl  tho 
nrf^il  Sirf.  rtaiT^Ted  in  liia  n-s^iliition,  and  proposing  to  defer  the  enterprise,  waved  his 
hat  f»r  tlie  N»at?<  to  retire,  Thnv  ytiuni:  suoalteni  otfiivn*.  however,  coniroandini:  tho 
l"*li?i.:  craft,  put«hesi  on  j*hon\  havini;  mist.'iken  the  si&rnal  for  what  their  stt>ut  hearts 
*«"iA'J.  as  an  «»nJer  to  ailvauce;  Ht>me  of  their  men,  as  they  sprung  upon  the  K\ach, 
»*rr  dragi^^J  back  by  the  receclingsun^e  and  drownt»d,  but  the  remainder  climlKsl  up 
*•  riji^tJ  rrtckiK.  and  ft»rmed  upon  the  summit.  The  Brigadier  tlien  chwrinl  on  tho 
!W  t'f  the  division  t(»  the  mipport  of  the  gallant  few,  and  thus  the  ahnost  desperate 
l^dukg  wa*  accompliihed." 
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tinies.  At  the  clote  of  the  campaign  of  the  year,  Abercrombie  I 
been  recalled,  and  GSeneral  AmberBt,  who  had  retained  to  Engl 
alter  the  capture  of  Louisburg,  had-  arrived  in  America  inrei 
with  the  office  erf*  commander  in  chief. 


CHAPTER  II 


aiEGS  AMD  acamniDBB  or  poet  viagaea.  —  coitauKBT  or  w 

WBW  TOEK. 


TowABD  the  close  of  1758,  the  policj  of  the  Britirii  Minister,  ] 
Pitt,  began  to  be  clearly  developed.  It  looked  to  no  farther  in 
cient  measures  but  to  a  vigorous  and  decisive  campaign,  wi 
riiould  terminate  in  the  anihiiation  of  French  power  and  dominioo 
on  this  continent  The  British  people,  stimulated  by  a  spirit  of  c 
quest,  and  a  hatred  of  the  French,  both  of  which  had  been  asi 
ously  promoted  by  the  paUic  press,  and  public  men  of  Engl 
seconded  the  ambitious  views  of  the  Minister.  Parliament,  in 
dressing  the  Throne,  applauded  him,  and  upon  the  recommenda 
of  the  King,  were  prompt  and  hberal  in  the  voting  of  supplies. 

And  care  had  been  taien  upon  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  to  se^ 
.cordial  and  vigorous  co-operation ;  the  colonists,  wearied  with 
and  its  harrassing  eflects,  were  cheered  by  the  expressioos  d 
commiseration  of  the  King,  and  his  assurances  of  protection 
final  indemnification ;  and  more  than  aD,  perhaps,  by  an  overt  ac 
Pariiament,  ip  v<rting  them  the  sum  erf*  £200,000,  as  a  compensa 
for  losses  and  expenses  consequent  upon  the  war.  The  strong, 
pellii^  motive  of  interest  had  been  preparing  the  way  for  a  coi 
oo-operatioQ  of  the  colonists  in  the  magnificent  scheme  of  conq 
ihat  Mr.  Pitt  had  projected.  In  its  success  was  involved  the  I 
,pauMg  a  monopoly  of  the  Indian  trade,  the  commerce  of  the  La 
jpftd  the  consequent  vastly  extended  field  of  enterprise  which  woul 
opeoed.  The  board  of  trade  had  brought  every  appliance  within  f 
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i  to  bear  upon  the  King  and  Parliament  and  ot  coarse,  had  not 

fiuled  to  macnifv  the  hindrances  to  British  interest  which  continued 

French  dominion  imposed :  nor  to  present  in  glowing  language,  the 

truii5  of  conquest  and  .the  extension  of  British  po!;«*er  in  America. 

Sir  Wil!iam  Johnson,   always  faithful  to  his  liberal  patron  the  King, 

wss  more  than  usually  active  in  wielding  the  immense  influence  he 

hjJ  acquired  with  the  Indians  to  secure  their  aid ;  he  drew  them 

t>^ther  in  difierent  localities,  ur$ired  upon  them  his  professions  of  re* 

card  for  their  interests,  inflamed  their  resentments  by  recounting 

the  wrongs  thev  had  endured  at  the  hands  of  the  French  ;  listened 

u>  their  complaints  of  English  encroachments  upon  their  lands,  and 

was  lavish  in  promises  of  ample  reparation :  not  omitting  the  more 

dun  usually  liberal  distribution  of  presents,  of  which  he  was  the 

accustomed  almoner.     By  much  the  larger  portion  of  the  Five  Na- 

ao^s  of  the  Iroquois  were  won  over  to  the  British  interests,  a  portion 

01  ihe  Senecas  being  almost  alone  in  standing  aloof  from  the  contest^ 

or  continuing  in  French  alliance. 

General  Amherst  having  succeeded  to  the  office  of  Commander 
ia  Chief  of  the  British  forces  in  North  America,  had  his  head  quar- 
teis  in  New  York,  in  the  winter  of  175^*^  *9,  actively  calling  to  his 
aid  *jie  provincial  troops,  appointing  Albany  as  the  place  of  rendez- 
Toiis.  at  which  place  he  established  his  head  quarters  as  early  as  the 
w>aih  of  April. 

The  force  at  the  disposal  of  General  Amherst,  was  larger  by  far 
than  any  tint  had  been  before  mustered  upon  this  continent  In 
w.t2on  to  a  larire  force  of  British  rexrulars,  the  colon v  of  Massac hu- 
wts  had  furnished  seven  thousand  men.  Connecticut  five  thousand, 
i&i  Xew  Hamp»liire  one  thousand.  The  provincial  regiments,  as 
t«  as  they  arrived  at  Albany  went  into  camp,  and  were  subjected 
to  rjii  discipline ;  the  regulars,  who  were  destined  for  operations  at 
thr  corth,  were  pushed  on  and  encamped  at  a  point  some  fifty  miles 
«a  the  rood  to  Fort  Eilward. 

The  jjeneral  plan  of  the  campaign  contemplated  the  conquest  of 
4e  three  important  strong  holds,  and  seats  of  power,  of  the  French ; 
Quebec.  Montreal,  and  Niaijara.  The  main  armv.  under  General 
AirJierst,  were  to  move  from  the  shores  of  Lake  George,  reduce  the 
Frpnch  posts  at  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point  descend  by  the  river 
Rxhlieu  and  occupy  Montreal ;  then,  on  down  the  St  Lawrence  to 
join  the  besiegers  of  Quebec. 
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Leaving  the  northern  expeditition  to  the  province  of  general  his- 
tory, with  the  exception  perhaps  of  a  brief  allusion  to  it  in  another 
place,  we  will  take  up  that  portion  of  the  general  campaign,  which 
is  more  immediately  blended  with  the  history  of  our  local  region :  — 

The  force  destined  for  Niagara  rendezvoused  at  Schenectady 
early  in  May.  It  consisted  of  two  British  regiments ;  a  detachment 
of  Royal  Artillery;  a  battalion  of  Royal  Americans;  two  battalions 
of  New  York  Provincials ;  and  a  lai^  force  of  Indian  Allies  under 
the  command  of  Sir  William  Johnson ;  the  most  of  whom  were 
Mohawks,  Oneidas  and  Onondagas,  the  remainder,  Cayugas  and 
Senecas,  with  a  few  from  such  western  nations  as  had  been  partly 
won  over  to  the  British  interests.  Brigadier  General  Prideaux  was 
the  Commander  in  Chief;  next  in  rank,  was  Sir  William  Johnson, 
who  previous  to  this  had  been  regularly  commissioned  in  the  British 
army.  The  force  moved  from  Schenectady  on  the  20th  of  May, 
came  up  the  Mohawk,  and  via  the  usual  water  route  to  Oswega 
where  it  remained,  completing  the  preparation  of  batteaux  for  ascend- 
ing Lake  Ontario,  for  over  five  weeks.  On  the  first  of  July,  the 
whole  force  were  embarked,  and  coasting  along  the  shore  of  the  Lake 
toward  their  destination ;  a  strong  fortress,  the  seat  of  French  domio* 
ion,  over  a  widely  extended  region ;  the  key  or  gate- way  to  the  pri- 
mitive commerce  of  the  western  lakes ;  its  battlements  in  solitary 
grandeur  frowning  defiance  to  any  force  that  would  be  likely  to  reach 
it  through  difficult  avenues,  in  its  far  off  location  in  the  wilderness. 
Never  in  all  more  modem  periods,  have  the  waters  of  Ontario  borne 
upon  their  bosom  a  more  formidable  armament  In  addition  to  a 
lai^  force,  to  their  stores  and  camp  equipage,  was  the  heavy  artillery, 
and  all  the  requisites  that  British  military  skill  and  foresight  had 
deemed  necessary  for  the  reduction  of  a  strong  fortress  by  regular 
approaches ;  such  as  the  plan  of  attack  contemplated.  And  how 
mixed  and  made  up  of  different  races,  and  men  of  different  habits 
and  characters,  was  this  expedition !  —  There  was  the  proud  com- 
missioned and  titled  Briton,  who  had  seen  more  of  the  refinements 
and  luxuries  of  courts,  than  of  the  hardships  of  camps  in  the  wilder- 
ness; veteran  officers  and  soUiers,  who  had  fought  in  European 
wan,  inured  to  the  camp  and  the  fieki ;  the  sons  of  the  wealthy  and 
influential  colonists  in  New  York,  along  the  Hudson  river  counties, 
who  had  sought  commissions  in  the  army,  and  were  going  out  in 
their  first  campaign.    Provincials,  men  and  boys,  transferred  firom 
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the  stores  counting-houses,  and  mechanic  shops  of  New  York,  and 
the  rural  districts  of  Westchester,  Richmond,  Kings,  Queens,  Suflfolk, 
Dutchess,  Ulster,  Orange,  Albany,  and  the  lower  valley  of  the  Mo- 
hawk, to  the  camp,  the  drill,  and  the  march  that  seemed  then  as  far 
extended,  and  beset  with  more  difficulies  than  would  one  over 
the  mountains  to  Oregon  now ;  and  lastly  there  was  the  warriors  of 
the  Iroquois,  fully  imbued  with  their  ancient  war  spirit,  decked  out 
with  feathers,  claws,  and  hoops,  the  spoils  of  the  forest  chase  —  and 
with  new  paint,  broad-cloths,  blankets  and  silver  ornaments,  the  gifts 
of  the  King. 

The  armament  coasted  along  up  the  south  shore  of  the  Lake,  en- 
camping on  shore ;  the  first  night  at  Sodus,  invited  there  by  the 
beautiful  bay,  in  which  their  water  craft  could  be  made  secure  from 
winds  and  waves,  as  their  frail  structure  demanded.  Their  other 
halting  places  for  the  night,  were  at  Irondequoit,  Braddock's  Bay, 
and  Johnson's  Creek ;  (which  latter  place  was  named  in  honor  of  Sir 
William  Johnson ;)  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Eighteen  Mile  Creek, 
(what  is  now  the  viilage  of  Olcott,)  within  eighteen  miles  of  Fort 
Niagara,  a  halt  was  made  to  enable  reconnoitering  parties  to  go  out 
and  determine  whether  the  French  had  made  a  sortie  from  the  Fort 
in  anticipation  of  their  arrival. 

As  they  coasted  along  up  the  lake,  they  had  occasionally  dis- 
charged their  heavy  artillery,  well  knowing  that  a  noiseless  approach 
would  give  them  no  advantage,  as  the  Indian  scouts  from  the  garri- 
son, glimpses  of  whom  had  been  caught  upon  several  occasions,  had 
kept  the  French  well  informed  of  their  movements ;  and  there  were 
Iroquois  enough  in  the  French  interest,  belonging  to  the  lower  na- 
tions, to  give  the  French  missionaries  and  traders,  in  all  their  local- 
ities in  Western  New  York,  timely  notice  of  all  that  was  going  on. 
But  they  wished  to  inspire  the  Senecas  in  their  interests  with  cour- 
age and  the  neutrals  with  terror ;  and  well,  perhaps,  did  their  device 
subserve  those  purposes. 

Leaving  the  British  army  almost  within  sight  of  the  field  of  con- 
flict, let  us  pass  over  the  lake,  and  down  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  to 
see  what  preparation  had  been  made  for  their  reception :  — 

Well  informed  at  home  of  the  policy  of  Mr.  Pitt;  of  the  prepara- 
tory acts  of  Parliament ;  of  the  shipping  of  reinforcements  to  the 
British  army  in  America ;  of  all  the  minutiae,  in  fact,  of  the  cam- 
paign ;  the  French  had  not  been  idle.    Despatches  were  sent  to  M. 
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De  Yaadrieuil,  the  Governor  of  Canada,  and  his  hands  were  streng 
ened  by  reinforcements  from  France.  He  lost  no  time  in  putti 
Quebec,  Montreal,  Crown  Point,  and  Ticonder(^,  in  the  beat  p 
aible  state  of  defence.  Proclamations  were  made  to  the  Canadi 
militia,  commending  them  in  the  highest  terms  for  their  fora 
services ;  reminding  them  of  their  former  triumphs ;  and  appeal! 
to  them  to  join  in  the  final  stru^le  for  the  dominion  of  their  K 
and  country,  over  the  fairest  and  best  portions  of  the  New  Woi 
The  gallant  Montcalm  had  succeeded  Dieskau,  as  commander 
chief  of  the  French  forces  in  Canada,  and  was  active  in  the  w 
of  preparation.  Captain  Pouchot,  a  skillful  and  experienced  ei 
Beer,  was  sent  to  put  Fort  Niagara  in  a  condition  for  defenc<^  i 
to  assume  the  command  of  it 

On  the  7th  of  July,  the  British  force  under  Prideux,  broke 
their  brief  encampment  at  the  Eighteen  Mile  Creek,  and  by  h 
and  water,  moved  up  to  the  Four  Mile  Creek,  making  a  stand  iq 
the  western  shore  of  the  Bay,  where  they  then  began  an  entren* 
ment,  and  commenced  the  work  of  opening  an  avenue  through 
forest  A  small  scouting  party  of  French  and  Indians,  came  iq 
the  advance  workmen,  as  they  were  about  to  emerge  from  the  foi 
into  the  open  ground,  a  few  shots  were  exchanged,  and  the  party 
tired  into  the  fort  A  fire  was  opened  upon  the  besiegers  from 
fort,  which  was  kept  up  during  the  greater  portion  of  the  ni{ 
On  the  8th,  the  English  prosecuted  the  work  upon  their  entren 
ments,  the  French  continuing  their  fire  upon  them  at  intervals  fii 
the  fort,  and  Monsieur  La  Force  *  coasting  up  and  down  the  L: 
in  the  armed  schooner  Iroquois,  occasionally  reaching  them  wil 
shot  General  Prideux  sent  an  officer  with  a  flag  into  the  fort, 
manding  a  surrender,  which  was  very  courteously  refused  by 
French  commander.  On  the  0th,  but  little  transpired  beyond 
exchange  of  a  few  shots,  and  a  slight  advance  of  the  besiegers, 
the  10th,  the  English  advanced  into  the  open  ground,  protect 
themselves  by  entrenchments,  under  an  occasional  fire  from  the  1 


*  He  may.  with  Droprietr,  be  cmlled  the  A.dininl  of  the  Lake ;  for  he  comma 
the  onlj  sail  ressel  upon  "it  He  was  a  kiDd  of  frwh  water  Van  Tfonip,  or 
Jones;  at  one  period,  we  hear  of  him  as  an  actire  negotiator  between  the  Frandi 
English,  at  Fort  du  Queene ;  at  another,  in  the  command  of  a  scouting  partr. 
ffHBing  the  border  settlers  of  Viivinia ;  at  another.  loaded  with  chains,  in  jail  at  ' 
liamsbur^  firtira  which  he  was  liberated  bv  the  humanitv  of  Wa^ninitn.  who 
known  him  upon  the  Ohio ;  and  lastly,  in  t&e  command  of  an  armed  schooner  m 
aad  hnn,  in  the  French  aernee  on  Lain  Ontaria 
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vhich  became  almost  incessant  dttric^  the  night*  obliging  them  at 
tiHKs  to  sospend  their  works.  The  small  French  force  at  Schiosser. 
succeeded  in  reaching  the  fort.  On  the  1 1th.  a  small  partr  of 
Fhnch  approached  within  a  short  distance  of  the  Enghsh  trenchesv 
which  they  sallied  out  in  strong  force,  bat  were  driven  i^:ain 
their  defences^  bv  the  guns  of  the  fort.  At  5  P.  M..  the  Eng- 
jBh  opened  their  fire  with  eight  mortars. 

The  siege  continued  from  day  to  day.  and  night  to  night,  with  oc- 

cncoaL  but  not  loog-coatinued  intermissioDs ;  the  FVend^  too  few 

an  nsmber  to  risk  a  sortie,  holding  out  Tafiantly  amid  the  tumbling 

vaEs  of  their  devoted  fortress,  seriously  annoying  the  besiegers 

by  an  active  fire,  that  often  arrested  the  progress  of  their  works*  as 

nay  well  be  interred  trom  their  slow  approaches :   weaned  with  toil 

avi  want  of  rest :  at  times,  almost  upon  the  point  of  ahamioning 

die  oneqaal  contest.    On  the  I4ih.  the  besiegers  had  so  extended 

ibetr  wocks»  as  to  be  enabled  to  bring  a  heavy  force  to  bear  upon 

defect.    Ob  the  evening  of  the  l^th.  their  General  (PiridetuO  who 

bal  so  weQ  planned  the  attack,  and.  so  far,  so  weO  executed  it. 

was  aeciJentallv  kilted,  while  eivin^  his  orders  in  the  trenches,  bv 

:ke  premature  bursting  of  a  shell  discharged  from  a  cohom  mortar. 

TVe  vii^x-  with  which  the  siege  was  prosecuted,  may  be  judged 

iom  the  tact,  that  in  one  nisrht.  thev  threw  three  hundred  bombs. 

Tha?  thln^  continued  until  the  moniKijr  of  tlie  *23d.  when  the  be- 

siegpc  had  a  gleam  ot*  hope  that  was  destined  not  to  be  realized :  — 

inticipaLng  this  attack.  Captain  Pouchot   had  sent  runners  to 

Pbwque  Isle.  Le  Bceuf.  Venango,  and  IX^troit.  ordering  them  with 

their  cocnmands.  and  all  the  Indian  allies  they  could  mu5ter»  to 

!?pair  to  Niagara.    At  a  moment  when  it  seeiived  that  the  dilapidated 

ibrtress.  and  it?  diminished  and  wearied  defenders  could  hold  out  do 

Vmger.  two  western  Indians  made  their  way  into  the  fort,  bringir^ 

w«?ni  from  Monsieur  .\ubrey  that  he  had  arrived  with  a  force  of 

ap:iHv  twentv-five  hunJr^  French  and  Indian?,  at  Navv  Island, 

•xipi>?it^  the  **  Little  Fort."  (Schlosser)     Four  Indians  were  imme- 

iiateiv  despatched,  to  infonn  Monsieur  Aubrey  of  the  critical  con- 

'£ti».*n  of  the  fort,  and  urge  him  to  press  fi>rward  to  its  relief. 

The  command  oi  the  British  force  having  now  devolved  upon 
%  William  Johnson,  he  had  anticipated  the  approach  of  the 
French  and  Indians  lfn?m  the  West,  aad  kept  himself  carefully  ad- 
vised of  their  nM>vements,  by  means  of  hb  Indian  lunnets.    Qi 
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the  evening  of  the  23d,  he  sent  oat  strong  detachments  of  troops, 
and  posted  them  along  on  either  side  of  the  road  leading  from  the 
fort  to  the  Falls,  about  two  miles  from  the  fort,  where  they  rested 
upon  their  arms  during  the  ni^t  Early  in  the  morning  of  the 
24th,  other  detachments  of  his  roost  efiective  troops  were  ordered 
from  the  trenches  before  the  fort,  to  re-inforce  those  already  posted 
upon  the  Niagara  River.  The  success  of  his  protracted  siege, 
now  depended  on  arresting  the  march  of  D' Aubrey. 

The  British  force  had  but  just  been  posted,  for  the  encounter, 
when  the  French  and  Indians,  under  D'Aubrey,  came  down  the 
river.  The  British  out-posts  fell  back,  and  joined  the  main  body. 
The  opposing  forces  were  now  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle,  ami 
D' Aubrey  gave  the  order  for  attack.  His  western  Indian  allies, 
hitherto  principaUy  concealed,  swarmed  from  the  woods,  and  gave 
the  terrific  war-whoop,  at  the  same  time,  rushing  upon  the  English 
lines,  followed  by  the  French  troof>s.  The  British  regulars,  and 
such  provinciab  as  had  seen  little  of  Indian  warfare,  quailed  for  a 
moment  in  view  of  the  fierce  onslaught ;  the  Iroquois  and  the  prac- 
ticed Indian  fightei^  among  both  regulars  and  provincials,  stood  firm. 
In  a  moment,  the  shock  was  met  as  firmly  as  it  bad  been  impetu- 
ously made.  Vdley  after  volley  was  discharged  upon  the  fierce 
assailants  from  the  whole  British  line,  and  from  the  Indian  flanking 
parties,  until  the  Indian  assailants  gave  way  and  left  the  field. 
Deserted  bv  his  Indian  allies,  D'Aubrev  bravelv  led  on  his  French 
troops  against  the  English  column,  and  was  pressing  it  vigorou.^ly. 
when  a  reinforcement  of  Johnson  s  Indians  arrived  from  the  trench- 
es, and  assailed  his  flanks,  and  aided  powerfully  in  turning  the  tiiie 
of  battle  against  him.  Standing  firm  for  a  short  time,  and  return- 
ing the  En^ish  and  the  Indian  fire,  he  gave  way  and  ordered  a  re- 
treat, which  soon  assumed  the  character  of  a  total  rout.  The 
English  pressed  upon  the  vanquished  and  retreating  French,  and 
made  prisoners,  or  shot  down  by  far  the  larger  porticMi  of  them. 
But  a  remnant  of  them  escaped  into  an  inhospitable  and  trackless 
wilderness.  D* Aubrey  and  most  of  his  principal  officers  were 
among  the  captives.  This  was  the  main  and  decisive  feature  of 
the  protracted  siege.  The  contest  was  but  of  short  duration ;  but 
long  enough,  with  the  vigor  and  desperation  with  which  it  was 
waged,  to  strew  the  ground  for  miles  with  the  dead  bodies  of  the 
combatants. 
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How  vivid  is  the  picture  presented  to  the  imagination,  of  this 
early  scene !  It  was  then  far,  far  away,  in  any  direction,  from  the 
abode  of  civilization.  There  were  no  spectators  of  that  sudden  clash 
of  arms,  of  that  protracted  siege ;  all  were  participants.  Hundreds 
of  miles  beyond  the  heaviest  sounds  that  like  earthquake  shocks 
must  have  gone  out  from  the  conflict,  were  the  nearest  of  our  race, 
save  those  who  were  at  Frontenac  and  Oswego,  and  the  few  mis- 
sionaries and  traders  upon  our  interior  rivers.  The  outlet  of  vast 
inland  lakes,  the  shores  of  which  had  been  scarcely  tread  by  Euro- 
peans, hushed  to  comparative  stillness,  after  having  tumbled  over 
the  mighty  precipice^  and  madly  rushed  through  the  long  narrow 
gorge  that  succeeds,  was  rolling  past,  its  eddies  dashing  heavily 
againsUhe  shore,  moaning  a  requiem  over  the  dead  that  were  thickly 
strewn  upon  it.  Death  and  carnage,  the  smoke  of  battle,  the  gleam- 
ing of  steel,  had  chosen  for  their  theatre  a  marked  spot,  romantic 
and  beautiful  as  any  that  arrests  the  eye  of  the  tourist,  in  that  region 
of  sublime  and  gorgeous  landscapes.  There  was  the  roar  of  musket- 
ry, the  terrible  war-hoop ;  the  groans  of  the  dying ;  the  fierce  assault 
and  firm  repulsion ;  precipitate  retreat,  and  hot  and  deadly  pursuit ; 
the  red  warrior  loading  himself  with  trophies  of  the  tomahawk  and 
scalping  knife,  that  would  signalize  his  valor  in  the  war  dance,  or 
tale  out  his  deeds  of  blood  at  a  place  of  reward : 

"The  shout  of  battle,  tho  barfoarian  yell,  the  bray 
Of  diaonant  inBtniinents,  the  clan^  of  arms, 
The  shrieks  of  agony,  tho  groan  of  death, 
In  one  wild  uproar  and  continued  din 
Shook  the  still  air  1** — Soutiiiy. 

In  yonder  ancient  structure,  standing  out  in  bold  relief,  solitary 
and  isolated  even  now ;  was  a  handful  of  brave  men,  their  numbers 
thinned,  holding  out  after  a  long  siege ;  encouraged  by  hopes  that 
were  crushed,  when  their  brave  countrymen,  deserted  by  treacher- 
ous allies,  gave  way  before  a  superior  force.  Stretched  out  upon 
yonder  plain,  in  long  lines  of  batteries  and  entrenchments,  were  the 
besiegers,  who,  advancing  from  day  to  day,  had  approached  so  near, 
that  every  shot  from  their  heavy  artillery  told  upon  the  massive 

walls  they  were  assailing. 

It  was  a  new  scene  in  the  wilderness ;  —  nature  in  her  solitudes 

and  fastnesses,  was  affrighted ;  the  wild  beasts  hurried  farther  and 

farther,  into  the  recesses  of  the  forest,  or  huddled  in  their  lairs, ' 
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trembling  as  each  successive  cradi  came  upon  their  unaccustomed 
ears.  It  was  a  calm  July  morning.  The  surface  of  that  wide  ex- 
panse of  water,  smooth  and  unruffled,  mirrored  the  scene  of  fire  and 
smoke,  of  waving  banners  and  advancing  columns.  Stunning  and 
deafening  came  tl^  sounds  of  battle ;  —  then  a  hushed  silence,  as  if 
war  and  conquest  stood  appalled  in  view  of  the  work  of  deatH  thej 
had  wrought ;  in  which  brief  pause  would  come  the  roar  of  the 
mighty  cataract,  rushing  in  as  if  impatient  to  riot  in  its  accustomed 
monopoly  of  sound!  The  "great  thunderer"  was  contending  widi 
its  first  rival !  High  over  all  arose  the  smoke  of  the  two  battle 
grounds  to  the  clear  blue  heavens,  and  mingling  there  with  the  spray 
of  tt^  cataract,  was  carried  oflfby  a  gentle  breeze  ;  and  at  the  suns 
decline,  when  the  strife  was  ended,  it  canopied  and  spanned  the  deep 
blue  waters,  —  a  bow  of  promise  and  a  harbinger  of  peace. 

The  French  in  the  Fort  had  been  close  observers  of  every  sign 
without,  and  had  seen  enough  to  make  them  apprehensive  of  the  re- 
sult upon  the  river  bank ;  but  hours  passed  by  before  they  couU 
know  with  certainty  the  fate  of  the  gallant  men  who  had  beeo 
arrested  in  their  march  of  intended  relief  An  Indian  scout  gained 
access  to  the  Fort  informing  them  of  Aubrey's  total  defeat  and  rout, 
and  in  a  few  minutes,  a  Britbh  officer  entered  and  demanded  a 
surrender,  accompanying  the  demand  with  an  exhortation  from  Sir 
William  Johnson  against  the  necessity  of  further  bloodshed,  and  the 
intimation  that  his  exasperated  Indian  allies  could  not  be  prevented 
from  wreaking  vengence  upon  the  captives  if  the  fight  was  further 
prolonged.  Captain  Pouchot,  with  the  advice  and  concurrence  of 
of  his  officers,  yielded  to  fate  and  necessity ;  and  more  than  all,  per- 
haps, to  the  fearful  apprehension  that  farther  doubtful  resistance 
would  make  victims  to  savage  warfare,  of  his  unfortunate  country- 
men and  their  allies.  Terms  of  capitulation  were  agreed  upon,  hon- 
orable to  both  parties  ;  and  thus  ended  a  well  planned  and  well  con- 
ducted siege;  stood  out  against  with  almost  unexampled  hercMC 
fortitude ;  and  thus  commenced  the  English  possession  of  Fort  Niag- 
and  dominion  over  all  tlie  legion  oi  Western  New  York. 


Note. — Tbe  battle  ground  is  upon  the  banks  of  the  Niagan  Rirerbetveen  the  tiI- 
got  of  Yoangstown  and  Levi^ton,  bdow  tbe  Fire  Mile  Meadows.  Its  pxindpal 
tiwatft  was  at  a  small  inlet  which  was  known  to  the  early  settlen  bj  the  name  of 
"Bloodj  Ron.'*  Soon  after  1800,  when  aettlennent  of  that  region  commenced,  sub 
barreK  gnn  locka»  bn>ken  swords*  bayon^a  and  **  bill  axes**  were  ioand  on  the  soinot 
of  tfeeaitl^aiid  op  to  thia  period,  toe  plovgli  freqieotlj  discloses  rebct  of  the  battle. 
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Tb(  ipnut  of  capitubooo  assnited  to  br  Sir  WiDiini  Johsson* 

dbs«li  Hf  aii«d  to  the  erideiices  that  while  he  excdkd  in  brmTefj 

1^  a&^tfT  Kxr»«[!ht.  a  life  in  the  wiUerness.  fu-  awav  from  the 

c.^«iiT-*$  aoi  ennip!^*  \>f  cjvilked  life,  had  no:  made  him  insenst- 

Se  ^^  ^  oKLrilioas  of  humanity  and  cotirtesy.     Anticipating  the 

tixCT  5c**a«  we  mus:  \^t  pas?  through,  to  conduct  the  reader  to  the 

raa  ciCvTects  of  vxir  narratiTe,  the  wish  obtmdes  itielf  that  h-e  could 

iit»e  SfeG  spkiKvl  to  hare  exerc^s^d  his  vast  influeinre  in  after  yeaz5 

;i  irry^'ng  the  tomahawk  aad  the  scaJjnng  km£^.     The  vanquished 

Iter  ik^wvu  to  pass  out  of  the  Fort  with  the  honors  of  war.  aiid  laj 

».^«T  :he£r  aztasw     It  was  stipulated  that  the  Flinch  odScers  azni 

Muers  5&.xi!hi  be  c^niaczed  to  New  York,  where  comfv^rtaNe  quar- 

tes  2b?cji  be  furnished  them :  that  the  females  ai»d  children  shouU 

ane  s&iecvxivoy  to  the  neaief^t  port  of  France  ;  and  that  the  wgun> 

i»£  <SMui  )?e  taken  care  v>f.  a^i  conreved  to  New  York  as  soon 

»:aeT  wer^  abie  to  undertake  the  journey.     Upon  the  other  hand. 

Cjcctz.  PoQcbos  stipulated  the  surrcnder  of  all  the  stores,  provisions 

mi  vrsai^  widi  whsch  the  s^anisoQ  had  been  ireB  supplied. 

TV  FTesch  that  capitulated  in  the  fort«  numKerpd  over  GOO :  he> 
ifc  tfeflL  v^re  the  praoners  taken  in  the  battle  upon  the  riTer. 
Sit  iHs  :haB  ten  coom^i'SsioQed  otBcers  were  anKxig  the  prisoners, 
if  «Ki  were  the  ca:!ai;t  P' Aubrey.  Captain  Kxichot.  ar.d  twt> 
li  ioc^  of  Jo!>caire.  In  marchiaj  out  and  embarking  in 
w:i5  with  diScxAv  thev  were  saved  firora  massacre  br 
*e  Ir>i^."«es :  and  oo!y  syived  by  the  conciliatory  course  ol*  Sf 
^lEaaa  J;>hasxi.  and  the  pcvxnise  to  his  turbulent  allies  of  a  liberal 
fcti*t^»5:wi  in  the  spoils  of  victory :  a  pnxni^  that  he  fulfiHed.* 
h  a  f»w  days,  alter  hoUinii  an  Indian  council  to  further  prcwnote 


1-  'Site  T%i:yi  x*i  £»X     Ats.n;:!:  lie  piiaier.  ^rvirv  awpp  v^-sfcrTiiift^  of  Fr«Bia 
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and  strengthen  the  alliance  of  the  Iroquois,  and  detaching  a  suffi- 
cient force  to  repair  and  occupy  the  captured  fort,  Sir  William 
Johnson,  with  his  main  force  and  his  prisoners,  departed  for 
Oswego. 


CHAPTER  III. 


SIEGE    AND    CAPTURE  OP    TICONDEROOA,    CROWN    POIN'l,    QUEBEC,    Alb 
MONTREAL PEACE  OP  1763 END  OP  PRENCH    DOMINION. 


WuiLB  all  this  was  transpiring,  war  was  waging  with  equal  vigor, 
if  not  with  as  signal  success,  upon  the  banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence, 
and  upon  the  Northern  Lakes.    On  the  22d  of  July,  the  main  army 
under  General  Amherst,  arrived  at  Ticonderoga ;  and,  opening  t 
heavy  fire  upon  the  French  out-posts,  compelled  them  to  retire 
within  the  walls  of  the  fort,  leaving  their  heavy  breast- works  to 
shelter  the  besiegers  from  a  brisk  fire  they  poured  out  from  the 
strong-hold  to  which  they  had  retreated.     The  siege  and  slout  re- 
sistance continued  until  late  in  the  night  of  the  23d,  when  the 
French,  warned  by  the  formidable  preparations  the  besiegers  were 
making,  withdrew  their  main  force  to  Crown  Point,  leaving  but 
400  to  mark  their  retreat.     Seldo.m,  perhaps,  in  war's  annals,  has 
an  unequal  force  —  a  handful  against  a  powerful  array  —  so  much 
annoyed  besi^rs,  as  did  these  400  gallant  Frenchmen,  left,  as  it 
would  almost  seem,  for  a  sacrifice.     In  the  daxkness  of  the  night,  a 
detachment  of  them  went  from  the  fort,  and  stealthily  approached 
the  English  in  their  entrenchments ;  breaking  them  up,  and  for  a 
brief  space,  creating  confusion  and  dismay.     They  held  out  in  the 
fort  for  the  two  succeeding  days,  annoying  the  besiegers  in  their 
entrenchments,  by  a  continued  well-directed  fire.    On  the  night  of 
the  26th,  the  small  force,  perceiving  that  the  English  had  planted 
themselves  8tn»i(^y  within  six  hondred  yards  of  the  fort — that 
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longer  resistance  would  be  unavailing — blew  up  their  magazines, 

fired  their  wooden  breast- works,  barracks  and  store-houses ;  made  a 

wreck  of  their  fortress  for  the  besiegers  to  occupy,  and  secured  a 

safe  retreat,  uninterrupted  but  by  a  pursuit  across  the  Lake,  and 

the  capture  of  16  of  their  number.     At  daylight,  on  the  morning 

of  the  27th,  the  French  flag  was  struck  down,  and  the  English  flag 

raised,  amid  smoke  and  flames,  devastation  and  ruin,  that  the  torch 

and  lusee  of  the  gallant,  but  despairing  Frenchmen,  had  left  for  the 

destruction  of  works  theirvalor  could  not  save. 

The  first  work  of  Gen.  Amherst  was  the  repairing  of  the  dilapi- 
dated fortress ;  and  in  the  mean  time  some  naval  armament  was  per- 
fected necessary  to  carr}*ing  his  conquest  further  on,  to  Crown 
Point     He  was  soon  however,  informed  that  that  post  was  aban- 
doned, and  that  the  enemy  had  retreated  to  Aux  Nois,  at  the  lower 
end  of  Lake  Champlain.     On  the  4th  of  August,  he  advanced  with 
his  main  army,  to  the  last  deserted  French  post    M.  de  Bourlemagne, 
who  commanded  the  French  forces  in  that  quarter,  seemed  govern- 
ed by  the  policy  of  retarding  as  far  as  possible,  the  advance  of  the 
English  force,  whose  ultimate  destination  he  was  well  aware,  was 
Quebec ;  and  their  errand  there,  to  aid  the  besiegers  in  the  reduc- 
tioQ  of  that  strong  hold,  and  last  hope,  of  his  king  and  country  upon 
this  continent.     At  Aux  Nois,  where  he  had  made  his  stand,  he  had 
ret  an  eflTective  force  of  3,500  men ;  100  pieces  of  cannon ;  and  a 
force  of  armed  vessels,  which  gave  him  command  of  the  Lake. 
The  English  rested  at  Crown  Point,  engaging  actively  however,  in 
strengthening  their  feeble  naval  armament ;  occasionally  sending 
oat  small  scouting  parties,;  and  preparing  in  all  things,  for  breaking 
op  the  French  in  their  plan  of  retreat     On  the  10th  of  October, 
the  amiv  under  Gen.  Amherst  were  embarked,  and  after  an  ineflTec- 
toaj  attempt  to  reach  their  destination,  in  consequence  of  high  winds 
tnd  storms,  were  obliged  to  seek  shelter  in  a  bay,  upon  the  western 
shore  of  the  lake,  and  remain  there  for  seven  days.     On  the  18th, 
the  troops  were  again  embarked,  and  after  encountering  another 
gale,  fell  back  to  Crown  Point     The  season  was  now  far  advanced 
—  the  rigors  of  winter,  in  a  bleak  northern  region,  had  began  seri- 
ously to  impair  the  ability  and  energy  of  the  troops.     These  con- 
^derations,  allied  to  the  probability  that  he  could  not  reach  Quebec 
until  the  contest  there  was  decided,  induced  Gen.  Amherst  to  post- 
pone further  oflfeosive  operations  to  a  more  propiiious  seascm. 

4 
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Tbe  Engluli  wptadnm,  destined  for  Qnebec,  had  set  tail  about 
die  middle  at  February.  The  comcnaiid  of  tfaii  expeditioQ  wif 
conferred  by  Mr.  Pitt,  upon  James  Wdf ;  the  yoangest  man  that 
had  ever  borne  the  commiasion  of  Major  General  in  the  Britidi 
^nnj ;  yet,  he  was  selected  ibr  by  far  the  most  difficolt  service  that 
die  war  invdTed.  The  naval  command  was  conferred  upon  Admiral 
Sannden.  The  expedition  arrived  at  Halifax,  towards  the  close  of 
the  month  at  April.  The  force  destined  to  act  upon  land  imder 
Wolf,  was  over  8,000.  From  the  fint  Ubding  upon  the  American 
coast,  the  British  Admiral  had  anticipated  the  arrival  of  a  convoy 
from  Finance,  destined  fbrsapplies  and  men,  and  had  watched  to  in- 
tercept it,  but  it  had  eluded  Ids  vigilance  and  reached  Quebec. 

It  was  not  ontfl  the  27th  of  Jmie  that  the  imposing  force  had 
reached  the  Island  of  Orleans,  a  few  kagoes  below  Quebec,  and 
disembarked.  A  recent  historian*  has  thos  eloquently  described 
the  English  commander's  first  view  of  Quebec,  and  the  task  that  lay 
before  him:  —  ^  Accompanied  by  the  chief  engineer.  Major  M.  Kel- 
ler, and  an  escort  of  light  infantry,  he  pofhed  on  to  the  extremity 
of  the  Island  nearest  to  Qoebec.  A  magnificent  bat  disheartenii^ 
scene  lay  before  him.  On  the  sonmiit  of  the  highest  emineix^ ;  om 
the  straits  of  the  great  river  from  whence  the  basin  before  him  open- 
ed, the  French  flag  waved.  The  crest  of  the  rocky  height  was 
crowned  with  formidable  works  redoubted  and  plaiiked.  On  every 
favoraUe  spot,  above,  below,  on  the  ragged  assent,  were  batteries 
bristelling  with  guns.  This  strong-hold  formed  the  right  flank  of  a 
position  eight  miles  in  extent ;  the  falls  and  the  deep  and  rapid  streaas 
of  the  Montmorency,  was  the  left  The  shoals  and  rock?  of  the 
St  Lawrence  protected  the  broad  front,  and  the  rich  vallies  of  the 
St  Charles,  with  the  ptxaperous  and  beaotifal  vfllages  of  Charles- 
burz.  and  Beanport,  gave  shelter  and  hospitality  in  the  rear.  A 
crested  bank  of  some  height  over  the  great  river,  ooarked  the  main 
line  of  defences  firom  east  to  west,  parapets  planked  at  every  favor- 
able spc*U  aided  their  natnral  strength.  Crowding  on  this  embattled 
bank,  swarming  in  the  irregular  village  streets,  and  formed  in  mass- 
es on  the  hills  beyond,  were  12.000  French  and  Canadian  troops, 
led  Iv  the  c^allant  Montcalm." 

The  scenes  that  followed — aD  the  details  of  that  protracted  and 
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eventful  siege — form  prominent  pages  in  our  general  histor}\  It 
would  be  but  repeating  that  with  which  most  readers  are  familiar, 
to  give  them  a  place  in  these  local  annals. 

The  siege  commenced  on  the  29th  of  June,  and  lasted  with  but 
brief  intermissions,  until  the  18th  day  of  September.  Upon  that 
nieiDorable  day  the  French,  aAer  a  gallant  resistance  —  a  holding  out 
abnost  unparalelled,  considered  in  reference  to  time  and  the  fierce 
and  frequent  approaches  they  had  to  resist — surrendered  the  great 
citadel  of  their  strength  in  America ;  the  Gibraltar  upon  which 
they  had  fallen  back  in  other  d^ys  of  untoward  events ;  the  spot 
they  had  occupied  since  Champlain  chose  it  in  1608,  as  the  seat 
and  centre  of  French  colonization. 

The  American  reader  has  been  surfeited,  through  English  sources 
principally,  with  accounts  of  the  bravery,  the  skill  and  the  fortitude, 
of  the  besiegers  and  conquerors  of  Quebec.  The  story  of  the  gal- 
lant Wolf,  the  mild,  unassuming  and  amiable  commander ;  in  whose 
character  there  is  mixed  up  the  finest  sensibilities  of  our  nature ; 
child  like  simplicity,  with  as  stern  heroism  as  Britain  can  boast  in 
her  kmg  catalogue  of  military  conquerors ;  his  almost  shout  of  tri- 
tuaph,  when  the  news  reached  him  that  the  enemy  was  yielding, 
(▼en  when  the  film  of  death  was  upon  his  eyes,  just  as  his  noble 
spirit  was  about  to  take  its  flight  far  away  from  worldly  conflict ;  — 
bs  become  as  familiar  as  house-hold  words.  Bui  little  has  been 
aid,  or  known,  in  our  language,  of  the  brave  defenders  of  the  be- 
ieged  citadel ;  and  of  him  especially,  the  gallant  but  unfortunate 
Xontcalm ;  whose  end  was  as  glorious  as  that  of  his  conqueror ; 
dKngh  no  shouts  of  victory  cheered  him  upon  his  entrance  into  the 
iak  valley  of  death. 

A  recent  English  historian,*  has  in  this  respect,  set  an  example 
of  magnanimity ;  and  to  his  pages  are  we  indebted  for  much  that  is 
neir  in  all  that  concerned  the  defence  of  Quebec.  From  the  mo- 
oientthe  English  had  obtained  a  footing  upon  the  Island  of  Orleans, 
4e  French  commander  was  like  a  noble  stag  at  bay.  Confronted 
by  a  powerful  force,  chafed  and  harrassed  in  his  preparation  for  de- 
fence ;  distrustful  as  the  result  proved  he  had  reason  to  be,  of  the 
courage  and  counsels  of  the  Governor,  Vaudreuil,  who  had  an 
ioimediale  command  of  the  Canadian  militia ;  his  courage  was  that 

*  Aodkor  of  "ConqiMflt  of  Canada." 
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of  desperation : — restive,  impulsive,  chivalric,  to  a  fault  Forget- 
ful of  superiority  of  rank,  be  said  to  Vaudreuil,  in  reference  to  some 
policy  he  had  pursued :  "  You  have  sold  your  country,  but  while 
I  live  I  will  not  surrender  it  up."  Of  the  provincial  troops,  be  wrote, 
on  the  eve  of  battle :  *^  My  Canadians  without  discipline,  deaf  to 
the  sound  of  the  drum,  and  badly  armed,  nothing  remains  for  them 
but  to  fly ;  and  behold  me  beaten  without  resources.  But  one  thing 
I  can  assure  you,  I  shall  not  survive  the  probable  loss  of  the  colony. 
There  are  times  when  a  general's  only  resource  is  to  die  with  honor; 
this  is  such  a  time.  No  stain  shall  rest  upon  my  memory.  Bat  in 
defeat  and  death  there  is  consolation  left.    The  loss  of  the  colony 

m 

will  one  day  be  of  more  value  to  my  country,  than  a  victory.  The 
conqueror  shall  here  find  a  tomb ;  his  aggrandizement  shall  prove 
his  ultimate  ruin."* 

Never  did  the  general  of  an  army,  or  the  defender  of  a  citadd 
have  more  upon  his  hands.  There  was  disafiection  among  the 
militia  to  conciliate  ;  desertion  to  prevent ;  a  scanty  and  bad  sopphr 
of  provisions  to  obviate,  with  but  feeble  prospects  of  obtaining  new 
supplies :  an  unreaped  harvest  wasting  in  the  fields,  for  the  preaer- 
vation  of  which  he  was  obliged  to  spare  2,000  of  his  men  at  a  crit* 
ical  moment ;  the  supply  of  ammunition  was  scanty ;  the  vigorooi 
and  almost  incessant  prosecution  of  the  seige,  left  him  with  littk 
of  that  confidence  which  is  essential  to  efficient  action.  His  co- 
o[x*ralor,  and  superior.  (Vaudreuil,)  was  but  a  clog  upon  his  move- 
ments. Yet  he  manfully  and  heroically  contended  against  impend- 
ini;:  and  fearfully  foreshadowed  fate.  He  comj^lled  obedience  to 
his  onlers  by  iron  rules  and  summary  inflictions  of  severe  penalties: 
inspired  by  liis  deteniiined  impetuous  bearing,  terror,  where  duly 
and  courage  failed  or  flagged ;  moved  from  point  to  point  issuing 
his  enters ;  here  to  repair  a  breach,  there  to  prevent  desertion ;  and 
there,  to  push  forward  attacking  cohmins. 

**  I  am  safe,**  said  he  on  the  12th  of  September,  'Unless  Wdf  lands 
above  the  to^m.^  Even  then,  there  was  a  movement  with  the  Brit- 
ish force  to  gain  the  position,  from  the  possession  of  which  he  had 
impliedly  foretold  his  rain. 


•  TVw  »  »ra*  diflkzhr  m  d^rrminwr  to  yrhat  ervfit  this  l«»k«3  (i.rirard  :  —  If 
^(sI:x\^i     If  it  n.-cTU::  ::..:  ibf  w»r  ihi:  «->»  :bi.n  v:»£ULi:  vwulJ  lavr  ll^e   v^t  w  slkf 


FHXLP9   AKD  GOBHAM^S    FUBOHAflS.  61 

While  be  was  listening  to  the  sound  of  cannon  from  an  unexpec- 
ted quarter,  a  horseman  came  to  him  in  full  speed,  and  announced 
that  the  English  were  occupying  the  plains  of  Abraham.    He 
ironsed  a  sleeping  and  wearied  soldiery,  and  by  prompt  action  had 
them  soon  hurrying  in  long  lines  over  the  valley  of  the  St.  Charles 
to  tlie  battle  groimd.     Incredulous  at  first,  that  the  besiegers  had 
Tenttued  and  succeeded  in  gaining  the  rugged  ascent — almost  be- 
Sering  it  a  feint ;  —  when  convinced  of  its  reality  he  nerved  him- 
Ktf  for  the  decisive  contest  which  he  knew  had  come.     The  hour 
tf  oonflict  found  him  at  the  head  of  his  army ;  as  Wolf  was  of  his. 
Where  danger  was  most  imminent,  he  was  to  be  found ;  flying  from 
oohmn  to  cdtmm,  inspiring  confidence  by  his  presence  and  infusing 
into  his  ranks,  a  desperate  courage  that  England's  veteran  troops  had 
M  where  before  contended  with.    At  one  moment,  simultaneously  al- 
most, as  if  each  charge  was  exploded  by  an  electric  circuit,  came  a 
▼oDey  from  the  drawn  up  columns  of  the  British  lines.     The  French 
were  swept  down  like  forest  trees  before  a  whirlwind.     Upon  this 
land,  feU  his  second  in  command,  upon  the  other,  one  of  his  bravest 
generds;  the  day  and  the  battle,  tlie  citadel  and  an  Empire  was  al- 
mdy  k»t ;  and  yet  Montcalm  was  undismayed.    Recoiling  from 
the  shock,  like  hardened  steel  that  has^been  bent  almost  to  breaking, 
agiin  be  collected  his  scattered  forces  and  presented  a  bold  front 
to  the  enemv.     Then  came  another  terrible  fire  from  the  British 
ibes,  and  with  it  a  chai^^,  such  as  has  but  few  parallels  in  the  his- 
tories of  battles.     Overcome,  trampled  down,  yielding  and  flying  in 
etery  direction,  was  the  whole  French  force.     Amid  this  scene  of 
death  and  carnage,  Montcalm  died  as  he  had  hoped  he  should ; 
vhen^hecouM  no  longer  resist  the  march  of  the  invader.    He  fell 
aortally  wounded  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  that  he  was  in  vain  at- 
leoipting  to  rally  and  make  stand  firm,  in  the  face  of  a  fire  and  a 
charge,  incessant  and  desperate.     When  the  surgeon  had  examined 
Ikif  wound,  be  told  him  it  was  mortal.     "  I  am  glad  of  it,"  said  he. 
"how  long  can  I  survive?"     "Perhaps  a  day,  perhaps  less,"  was 
the  reply  of  the  surgeon.     "  So  much  the  better,"  replied  Montcalm, 
*1  shall  not  live  to  see  the  surrender  of  Quebec."    Jx  is  given  on 
theatuhority  of  a  British  officer,  who  was  present  at  the  siege  of 
liaebec,  that  Montcalm,  in  his  last  moments,  paid  a  high  compliment 
to  his  conquerors;  and  at  the  same  time  bitterly  reflected  upon  his 
^"wn  troops.     That  he  said :  '^  If  I  could  survive  this  wound,  I  would 
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engage  to  beat  three  tifiies  the  nnniber  of  such  forces  as  I  comman' 
ded  this  morning  with  a  third  of  their  numb^  of  British  troops."* 

The  siege  continued.  On  the  17th,  when  the  British  fleet  had 
prepared  to  attack  the  lower  town,  and  1 18  guns  were  mounted  vf- 
on  the  British  batteries,  ready  to  open  a  fire,  there  came  firom  the 
besieged  city  a  stipulation  to  surrender,  if  no  reinforcements  came 
before  the  next  morning.  This  was  in  anticipation  of  the  arrirai 
of  French  troops  from  Montreal  that  had  been  ordered  down.  In  the 
mean  time,  Vaudreuil  had  retreated  with  his  immediate  command  at 
Montmorency,  as  had  abo  another  large  division  of  the  Fiendi 
army,  under  De  Bougainville,  that  had  been  posted  at  another  poiaL 
They  retired  to  Port  aux  Trembles.  When  the  Governor  of  Moo- 
treal  came  down  and  joined  them,  it  was  agreed  to  send  encoors- 
giog  words  to  M.  de  Ramsay,  the  Governor  of  Quebec,  urging  him 
to  hold  out  against  the  siege.  The  courier  reached  the  besieged  ci^ 
on  the  day  —  the  18th  of  September  —  in  the  morning  of  which  it 
had  surrendered. 

The  English  army  took  possession  of  Quebec,  and  the  Freoeli 
arrov  retired  to  Three  Rivers  and  Montreal.  Thus  ended  the 
campaign  in  that  quarter,  for  the  season  of  1759.  Its  results  hd 
been  the  conquest  of  Quebec,  Crown  Point,  Ticonderoga,  aod 
Niagara.  Occupying  these  vantage  grounds,  the  English  maj 
well  be  supposed  to  have  surmounted  the  most  formidable  barrien 
against  the  complete  success  of  the  campaign ;  yet,  on  the  part  of 
the  French  colonists,  the  stake  they  were  contending  for,  was  toe 
large  —  the  issue  was  too  momentous — to  admit  of  entire  surrendo; 
as  lung  as  there  was  the  least  chance  of  winning. 

M.  de  Levi,  the  Governor  of  Montreal,  had  succeeded  Montcalm 
as  commander-in-chief.  The  French  army,  during  the  winter  of 
1759,  '60,  had  been  reinforced  by  six  thounnd  militia,  and  a  large 

NcTE.  —  The  aoUmr  of  the  "  ConaoMtt  of  Canada,^  ajs : — *  Uoder  aome  mjHai- 
004  and  ibcrmiprvhranbk  impokie.  jfrtritcalin  at  once  detcmjiDed  to  meet  his  dangcr- 
i»u*  eiM'tDT  in  tiie  open  MfL  To  accncmt  for  thw  eztraordinanr  reai^ntioD,  ia  impoai 
\t\e.  Had  iImt  French  General  tlirovn  himaelf  into  Quebec  lie  might  hare  aensvlr 
<k*fi^]  hiA  aMaUanta  frr^m  briiind  it^  ramparLn.  till  irinter  djnxe  thesn  avar.  Bat  a 
^b'>rt  unte  befttre.  be  had  rbcorded  bi*  deliberate  conviction,  that  he  couli  not  finoe  tW 
Dnti^b  annv  i^  a  ireneral  etun^remenL  He  was  ireU  avare  that  all  the  etSurt*  of  hi> 
indt-i&iicali(e  enctnj  had  been  tfai«.Kifi^iat  exerted  to  bring  oo  an  artii«i  upon  aaj 
U-Tti» :  and  ret  at  length,  on  an  o^ien  plain,  vithoot  crra  waiting  for  hi»  artillctr. 
u!uiidf<d  br  anj  adrantaee  of  pri«qtir»n.  be  threw  the  rode  Canadian  militia  acaiiiA  the 
xt^iTMit^  tk  Enj^aad.  Once,  and  once  onlj,  in  a  aarccAsful  aod  iUfutrioaa  career,  did 
thi^  ir&llant  Fnmrhman  f<*Tget  hi«  wisdom  ^nd  his  militarr  akilL  Bat  that  one  tmocn* 
dout  error  led  him  to  ddieat  and  death.' 
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body  of  Indians.  In  April,  as  soon  as  the  upper  portion  of  the  St. 
Lawrence  was  open  enough  to  admit  of  the  transportation  of 
his  artillery,  heavy  baggage,  and  military  stores,  M.  de  Levi  re- 
solved upon  a  descent  and  an  attempt  to  re-conquer  Quebec.  It 
was  a  rash  attempt,  but  he  relied  much  upon  the  effects  a  cold  win- 
ter had  had  in  reducing  and  enfeebling  the  British  force,  that  had 
been  left  at  Quebec ;  and  in  fact,  shut  up  as  they  had  been,  but 
scantily  supplied  with  salt  provisions,  death  and  disabiUty  had  fear- 
fully thinned  their  ranks.  The  defence  had  devolved  upon  Gen. 
Murray.  On  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  April,  M.  de  Levi  had 
posted  his  strong  force  within  three  miles  of  Quebec.  The  British 
General,  fully  aware  that  investment,  for  any  considerable  period,  in 
the  condition  of  his  army,  would  be  equally  as  fatal  as  defeat,  re- 
solved to  follow  the  example  of  Montcalm.  His  unequal  force  was 
marched  out,  and  an  attack  commenced.  After  a  desperate  fight, 
and  the  loss,  in  killed  and  wounded,  of  nearly  one-third  of  his  army, 
he  retired  within  the  walls.  M.  de  Levi  followed  up  his  success, 
approaching  and  strongly  entrenching ;  the  lost  citadel  was  apparent- 
ly within  his  grasp,  when  a  small,  but  efficient  English  fleet  came 
up  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  made  quick  work  in  destroying  and  cap- 
turing the  whole  French  armament ;  a  new  spirit  was  infused  in  the 
English  camp ;  and  M.  de  Levi,  with  hopes  so  suddenly  crushed, 
made  a  hasty  retreat  at  the  sacrifice  of  his  guns,  amunition,  stores, 
and  entrenching  tools.  Thus  ended  an  expedition  that  the  chagrined 
Canadians  stigmatized  as  "de  Levi's  folly." 

On  his  way  to  Niagara,  Prideux  had  left  Col.  Haldimand  in  com- 
mand at  Oswego.  On  the  4th  of  July,  the  fort  was  besieged  by  a 
large  force  of  Canadian  militia  and  Indians,  under  the  command  of 
M.  de  la  Come.  A  surprise  was  attempted  and  failed,  the  garrison, 
being  forewarned,  was  ready  for  theip  reception,  and  opened  a  fire 
upon  the  besiegers,  which  compelled  a  dispersion.  An  attempt  to 
burn  the  English  boats  in  the  harbor  failed,  and  the  besiegers  re- 
crossed  the  Lake. 

The  English  opened  the  campaign  in  1700,  to  complete  their  con- 
quest. Early  in  May,  Gen.  Amherst  had  collected  a  large  force  at 
Oswego.  Two  armed  vessels  succeeded  in  forcing  all  the  French 
armament  upon  the  Lake  to  take  refuge  among  the  "  Thousand 
Isles."  The  army  at  Oswego  consisted  of  over  10.000;  allied  to 
which,  were  700  Indians  that  Sir  William  Johnson  had  brought  into 
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the  field.  The  main  anny  under  Gen.  Amherst,  went  down  the 
Lake,  and  the  St.  Lawrence ;  a  detachment  under  Col.  Havilaod 
jroin^r  via  I^ke  Champlain  to  Crown  Point,  to  be  joined  by  the  force 
ftationed  there.  The  first  point  of  attack  was  the  small  garrisoQ 
upon  Isle  Royal,  commanded  by  captain  PouchoL  That  surrender- 
ee! after  a  spirited  resistance.  Here  the  Tndian  allies  mostly  deser- 
ter!, or  marched  off  in  a  body,  chagrined  at  Amherst  and  Johnson's 
refusal  to  allow  them  to  massacre  the  whole  French  garrison,  as 
they  had  intended.  After  a  perilous  passage  down  the  St.  Lawrence; 
in  which  60  men  and  GO  boats  were  lost,  Amherst's  army  landed 
nine  miles  frr>m  Montreal  on  the  6th  of  September.  Murray,  with 
all  his  disposable  force,  had  left  Quebec  and  sailed  up  the  St.  Law- 
rence on  the  14th  of  June.  As  an  evidence  how  stiong,  was  yet 
the  attachment  of  the  Canadians  to  the  French  interests — even  in 
this  hour  where  there  was  little  hope,  it  is  mentioned  that  Murray's 
fonv  was  C(»nstantlv  annoyed  bv  mierrilla  attacks  from  the  banks  of 
the  river,  as  they  ascended.  After  a  slow  passage,  delayed  in  expect- 
ation of  lieing  joincfl  by  fresh  troops  from  England,  the  squadron 
rencheii  the  Island  of  Montreal  on  the  7th  of  September,  and  were 
disembarked.  Col.  Ilaviland  having  come  down  Lake  Champiain, 
oaptiinvl  the  p«vt  at  Isle  Aux  Nois.  to  whicti  the  French  had  re- 
tn*atod  l>efore  .\mher$t.  the  previous  season,  was  near  at  hand,  and 
reached  the  Island  «>n  the  8th. 

Tntler  Amherst.  Murray  and  Haviland.  there  was  now  an 
Knirlisli  force  o(  10.000  eflective  troops.  With  but  little  delay,  is 
view  of  s«>  fonnidal>le  an  armv  of  besiecers.  M  de  Vaudreuil  surren- 
ilcTx\l  Montreal  ami  signed  articles  of  capitulation,  which  included, 
all  of  Canatia,  western  New  York,  and  to  the  extent  of  the  French 
claims  at  the  west. 

If  anv  thin?  excused  the  French  Governor,  Vaudreuil,  for  so  sod- 
den  a  surrtender,  it  was  the  favorable  terms  he  exacted  from  the  be- 
iwgenik  which  were  conceded  to.  as  a  better  alternative,  than  the 
■hiiiiiting  hf  more  blood,  of  which  the  banks  of  die  St.  Lawrence, 
tha  Aatm  of  the  Lakess;  had  alrvadv  seen  enxurh  to  sail^te  the 

t  amUd  dtare  finr  human  sacrifice,  in  :he  respective  coc:itr>5 

Udh  iha  ihcwwanA  of  victims  owed  a!>j:ar.ce.     The  !«>re:z3 

A  tnMi|tt;  the  civil  officers,  their  £im3se5  a=ji  hicr^^  :  ^ere 

imw  in  Ei^Bsh  vesseb :  the  trvvps  u=ider  pir>L  !v>  ferre 

Atfiag  llr  war.    TV  ntHitia  vYfe  aSetred  tc  retard  !d 


dfcwr  K>in«.  The  Fnrnch  cokmists  \rerc  K^  enjoy  the  same  priTi- 
Vces  Jiad  immunities  ms  British  subjects.  The  IiKiLnns  th^t  had  ad> 
ifeMYii  x»  the  French  inton*sts,  xver^  to  he  unmvMested.  ai>d  disiuii^ed 
31  x»^  nrfii  ihev  h:id  eniove^l  under  French  dominion. 

^1  m  <•     « 

Thus  temiindited  French  dominitHi  upon  th:s  continent,  wludi 
*iBa  exi<9eid  lor  a  centurv  and  a  half.  Hv>ir  badlr  \i*as  all  that  time 
ncvoviKi !  The  sympathies  which  are  naturally  excited  by  a  pmi* 
sal  oc  aS  the  detx'ls  v^*  the  final  contest :  the  misfortunes  and  castul- 
dK.  VY  maT  >nr^ll  call  thenv  that  one  after  another  baffled  the  anas 
d  Franorw  and  paralize^l  the  arms  of  as  brare  men  as  were  ever 
ui  her  armies:  shutting  them  up  in  fortresses:  closing  the 
by  which  succor  cvmiM  reach  them,  with  ice  and  snow,  or 
winds;  cuttinji  i>ff  reinforcements  in  their  mareh  of  relief; 
pvostraiins  them,  and  famine  starins;  them  in  the  tace,  while 
kiESs  ol  armed  men  were  thumiering  at  their  gates,  aikl  their  stn»g 
TOf^  swavinc  and  tremWinir  v^ver  their  heads :  are  in  a  mea- 
aloied  bv  the  redection.  that  thev  so  lon^  held  domiition  over 
a  region  as  arms  ever  conquered,  or  enterprw  ever  reacb> 
cd.  aai  m^»Y  so  unmindful  of  the  vahie  of  their  possession.  An 
XCQEEODCT  of  five  generations,  and  how  little  did  it  leave  l^hind  of 
J3  iaacress !     How  littJe  was  done  fonr  France  I  how  little  for  man* 


Trk^re  was  in  Cana^l.u  (East.>  the  two  considerable   cities  of 

^a^iwc  Aivi  Mvxitrea].  and  a  few  small  villages  mv>n  the  St.  Law* 

:«&k:e.     la  their  vicinities.  uj»:i  the  n>o<t  fivor.iMe  soils,  there  was 

»i  ncTJcoinaral  po:>u!atio:\  but  :i:t!e  nv>re  th:in  supplying  their  own 

i«ii.     In  Can*Ja,  (West.)  but  a  srn,\Il  garrison  at  Fiontenac,  (Kings- 

vcj  wi:h  a  little  agricultural  iinpn>vemont  in  its  ininvdiate  neigh- 

Mtocii ;  a  snvill  trading  station  at  TvMouto :  ar.d  a  few  missionary 

utt  a'adisf  stativ>ns  in  the  intericr,  and  upon  Lake  Huron.     In 

vttiefii  Xew  V<Mt.  the  valley  of  the  Lakes,  an^l  the  upper  vaSiet 

a  aie  MiS^sisssippL  over  all  oi"  which  the  French  claimed  dominioo, 

ifcre  was  bat  nir  trading  an^l  missionary  stations  ;  with  few  excep- 

^^€»  of  agricuiniral  enteri^rise ;  by  tar  the  nvxst  consaderabJe  of 

"■iirfk  was  upon  a  narrow  strip  upon  the  IVtxoit  river. 

Tliere  »  much  that  is  admirabie  in  the  French  Missionary  enter- 
;ntt  la  aZi  the  region  thev  occupied.  Tt>e  world  has  r*o  where 
««» as  moch  of  devotion,  of  s^^lf-saciifice.  ol'  courage,  i>er?everance 
w  eukiaace.    A  host  ot  giited  men  who  had  lel\  the  highMt 
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walks  of  cirilizatioD  and  refinement,  which  they  had  hdped  Id 
adorn,  took  up  their  abode  in  the  wiUemeas,  in  rude  hats ;  here  and 
diere»  upon  the  banks  of  lakes  and  riTeis,  where  there  were  none 
of  even  the  foot  prints  of  cirilization,  sare  their  own.  Sohtarj  and 
alone,  they  wrestled  with  the  rode  savage ;  displayed  the  crom, 
the  emUem  of  salvation,  to  his  wondering  gaze,  and  disarmed  kii 
fierce  resentments  by  mild  persuasion ;  adapting  themselves  lo  km 
condition,  and  indocting  him  into  the  sublime  mysteries  of  a  ia> 
hgion  of  peace  and  universal  brotherhood.  Each  misskmary  was 
a  wanderer: — ice,  snow,  swoQen  streams,  winds  and  leuipart^ 
sommers  heals  and  winter's  chills,  were  lo  him  no  hindrances^  whtm 
dnty  and  devotion  urged  him  onward.  Inured  to  toQ  and  priv»» 
tion,  a  smaD  pared  of  parched  com  and  a  bit  of  jerked  beeC 
be  his  cxdy  sustenance  in  long  journeys  through  the  ibrests, 
new  fiekb  of  missionary  labor.  CMten  were  they  martyrs — ikcn 
are  few  localities  in  all  the  vast  r^ion  they  traversed,  where  one  cr 
more  of  them  did  not  yield  up  his  life  as  an  earnest  of  his  faitk.— 
As  often  as  they  perished  by  the  tomahawk,  the  rigon  of  the  ci- 
mate,  exposure,  iatigue  or  disease,  their  ranks  were  supplied.  Lika 
disciplined  soldiers,  the  Jesuit  missionaries^  one  after  another, 
fin  ranks,  the  vacancy  of  which  would  admonish  them  of 

And  where  are  now  the  evidences  of  aO  these  long  years  of  bbt 
sionary  enterinize,  zeal  and  martyrdom  ?  In  the  anall  villages  of 
Western  New  York,  which  now  contain  remnants  of  the  ooee 
powerful  Iroquois,  there  is  the  form  of  the  cross  in  their  silver  cr- 
nantents,  and  around  the  western  Lakes  and  Rivers,  the  traveOcr 
may  see  in  addition  to  this,  occasionally,  a  rude  cross,  over  an  Indian 
grave.  This  is  aD  that  is  left,  save  written  records,  to  remind  as  ct 
that  extraordinary,  long  continued,  missionary  advent-  AH  eisa 
faded  away  with  the  decline  of  French  power.  The  good  mission- 
ary, worn  out  in  the  service,  either  rested  from  his  labors  under  the 
mould  of  the  forests  he  had  penetrated,  or  retired  when  the  flag  of 
his  country  no  longer  gave  him  confidence  and  protection.  The 
treaty  of  1763  f<»i>id  any  recruits  of  his  ofder.  In  his  absence, 
his  simple  neophytes  soon  forgot  his  teachings.  The  symbols  of 
his  faith  no  longer  reminded  them  of  the  "glad  tidings  '  he  had 
proclaimed.     Tradition  even  of  his  presence,  has  become  obscure. 

Never  perhaps,  was  rejoicing  in  England,  as  universal  and  enthu- 
siastic, as  when  the  news  of  the  coocjaest  of  Quebec  —  the  cob- 
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of  Canada  as  it  was  rightly  constraed — reached  there. 
Bijgli  expectations  of  the  value  and  importance  of  the  FVench  pos- 
fesesaoQs  had  been  raised ;  and  hatred  of  the  French  had  become  a 
onirersal  public  sentiment.  A  series  of  defeats  and  misfortunes 
Hud  had  previously  attended  the  British  arms  in  this  quartet:  in  the 
wir  then  wasrlng,  had  disposed  the  people  of  England  to  make  the 
cKvt  of  victories  when  they  finally  came.  A  public  thankspving 
was  proclaimed,  pageants  upon  land  and  water  succeeded,  with 
bonfires  and  illuminations.  The  victory  was  the  theme  of  the  press 
MSki  the  put{Mt,  of  the  poet  and  the  player.  Mingled  with  all  this, 
was  mouming  for  the  brave  men  that  had  perished  in  the  long  sue* 
cessaoQ  of  c<Aflicts.  or  rather  tlie  reverse  of  the  pictuie,  was  the 
iuieral   paceant,  the  widow's  and  the  orphan's  tears,  the  hearths 

a       ^^  a 

■ade  desolate.  Wlien  the  remains  of  the  lamented  Wolf  were 
cvried  home  and  conveved  to  Greenwich  cemetrv,  there  was  a 
solram  and  imposing  hiatus  in  the  national  jubilee ; — but  that  over, 
EBgiand  became  again  joyous  in  view  of  an  immense  aecesaon  of 
empfre*  and  the  triumph  of  its  armies. 

We  know  how  well  it  is  ordered  for  us,  as  individuals,  that  a 
cwrtain  is  drawn  between  the  present  and  the  fiiture ;  that  our  pres- 
ent happiness  is  unalloyed  by  any  taste  of  the  bitter  drugs  that  are 
coocealed  even  in  the  cup  of  Miss.  So  with  nations,  if  they  could 
always  see  the  tendency  and  the  end  of  events,  there  would  have 
bieen  less  rejoicing  at  the  triumphs  of  arms.  How  would  it  have 
ifpailed  England :  how  wouki  her  King,  her  Statesmen,  sitting  un- 
der triumphal  arches^  or  holding  saturnalias  at  festive  boards,  have 
been  affrighted  and  dismayed,  if  some  prophetic  hand  had  inscribed 
Jipaa  their  walls:  —  **  Yor  have  cuxbd  a  Peovixcb  axd  lost  ax 

ESPIKE  !  *' 

And  such  was  the  destiny ;  —  crowding  into  a  brief  space,  the 
cause  and  the  eAect,  the  triumph  and  its  consequences.  Illy  fitted 
iK  the  great  task  that  was  before  them,  would  the  feeble  colonies 
lave  been,  at  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution,  in  the  absence 
oc'  the  apprenticeship  in  the  trade  of  war.  that  the  last  French  and 
L-v^iijb  war  upon  this  continent  aflbrded.  ^liat  better  discipline 
^XL^  men  have  had  ;  ^~hat  better  eicperience,  to  inure  them  to  toil 
FrivitioQ  and  danger,  than  was  had  in  the  expeditions  to  the  Ohio 
*rid  the  Allegany,  the  sieje  of  Louisburg,  Quebec.  Montreal, 
Cro^ni  Point  and  Niagara?     Every  campaign  was  a  school  far 
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better  than  West  Point  and  Annapolis.  Mingled  in  all  these  were 
the  colonists  of  New  York  and  New  England,  New  Jersey,  Penn- 
sylvania, Mar}iand  and  Virginia.  Out  of  the  ranks  of  those  retired 
armies,  came  a  host  of  the  efficient  men,  who,  upon  the  breaking  out 
of  the  Revolution,  so  well  convinced  their  military  instructors  of 
the  proficiency  they  had  made  under  their  tuition.  The  military' 
skill  and  genius  necessary  to  organize  armies,  the  courage  and  chiv- 
alry necessary  to  lead  them  to  triumph,  which  had  been  inert,  was 
aroused  in  the  stirring  scenes  of  the  French  war ;  its  succession 
of  splendid  triumphs.  England  had  made  war  a  profession  with  a 
lai^  number  of  the  colonists,  little  thinking  where  would  be  the 
field  and  what  the  occasion  of  its  practice.  In  the  prosecution  of 
the  French  war,  England  had  fearfully  augmented  its  public  debt; 
in  an  hour  of  evil  councils,  against  the  protestations  of  her  wisest 
statesmen,  taxation  of  the  colonies  was  added  to  the  burthens,  the 
privations  and  sufferings  that  had  borne  so  heavily  upon  them. 
And  it  may  be  added,  that  a  handful  of  feeble  colonies  would  hardly 
have  ventured  to  strike  a  blow  for  separation,  as  long  as  the  French 
held  dominion  here.  Independence  achieved,  the  colonies  wouM 
necessarily  have  had  to  assume  the  relative  condition  that  England 
bore  with  France.  They  w*ould  have  assumed  England's  quarrels, 
growing  out  of  unsettled  boundaries  and  disputed  dominions. 

Had  there  been  no  English  conquest  of  French  dominions,  the 
separation  of  the  colonies,  if  realized  at  all,  would  have  been  an 
event  far  removed  from  the  period  in  which  it  was  consummated. 
France  surrendered  her  splendid  possessions  in  America,  sullenly 
and  grudgingly,  yielded  to  destiny  and  a  succession  of  untowanl 
events,  hoping  for  some  event — some  **  tide  in  the  affairs  of  men," 
that  would  A\Test  from  England's  Crown  the  bright  jewel  she  had 
picked  up  on  the  banks  of  the  St  Lawrence,  bathed  in  blood ;  and 
which  she  was  displaying  with  a  provoking  air  of  triumph.  It 
came  more^'speedily  than  the  keenest  eye  of  prophecy  could  have 
foreseen.  In  a  little  more  than  twenty  years  after  the  fall  of  Que- 
bec>  La  Fayette,  Rochambeau.  ChasteUeux,  D*Estang,  M.  de  Choisy. 
Tiomenily  de  Grasse,  M.  de  St.  Simon,  and  a  host  of  gallant  French- 
■len  beside,  saw  the  surrender  of  Comwallis  at  Yorktown ;  an 
efwit  as  crowning  and  decisive,  in  the  loss  of  an  empire,  as  was 
tbe  surrender  of  Quebec,  in  the  loss  of  a  colony. 
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CHAPTER  IV 


Lxcusa  Domxicx  —  boedsk  wais  of  the  eevolitiox. 


Feox  the  end  of  French  doaunkxi  in  Western  New  York»  to 
die  dofie  oi  the  ReTolution,  constituted  a  period  of  twentr-ibor 
rears :  theerents  of  which,  haTingan  immediate  bearing  npon  our 
ixral  regioo,  must  be  crowded  into  a  space  too  limited  for  elaborate 
Mail :  allowing  of  but  little  more  than  what  is  necessary  to  pre- 
Tent  a  break  in  the  chain  of  erents  that  leads  is  to  the  main  de> 
sgnof  the  work  in  hand. 

litde  of  historical  interest  occurred  preTious  to  the  Rerohitiott. 
The  EDghsh  would  seem  to  hare  made  no  better  ise  of  the  rich 
prae  that  the  fortunes  of  war  had  thrown  into  their  hands>  than  had 
±eir  French  predecessors.  Settlements  made  the  advance  of  but 
a  Arr*$  walk,  and  occupancy  in  any  fonn»  west  of  the  lower  valley 
}( the  Mohawk,  was  but  the  tortresses  of  0>we^  and  Niagara,  and 
foaC  Engtbh  trading  establishments*  that  had  succeeded  those  of 
:he  French.  The  rich  sotl«  that  has  made  this  region  the  prosper- 
:qs  home  of  hundreds  of  thousands :  in  which  lay  dormant  the 
esements  of  more  enduring  wealth  than  ^i-ouhl  have  been  the  rich- 
at  •*  placers  "  of  Calitomix  had  no  attractions  for  their  adventur- 
«?L  ami  were  without  the  narrow  circle  of  enterprize  that  bound* 
*i  die  views  of  colonial  governors  and  legislators. 

The  change  of  occupants  does  not  seem  to  have  pleased  the 
Senecas.  Scarceiv  had  the  Ensdish  srot  a  tbothold  in  their  coun- 
•;.  before  a  war  was  commenced  by  an  attack  upcHi  a  British 
Ti^na-traln  and  its  guard*  as  they  were  passing  over  the  Portage 
^"Ttn  Lewiston  to  Schlosser.  A  tragical  event  that  has  much 
prnouneace  in  the  local  reminiscences  of  that  region.  This  ^^-as 
^4«>wed  by  an  attack  upon  a  detachment  of  British  soldiers  at 
Black  Rock,  on  their  wav  fironi  Niagara  to  IVtroit.  Sir  William 
J*?hnsofU  in  his  official  correspondence,  called  the  Senecas  a  'nrou* 

^tesome  peopfe/ 
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AD  of  English  dominion  west  of  Albany,  other  than  its  militarj 
posts,  was  a  "  one  man  power ;"  and  befcnre  proceeding  farther,  it 
wiU  be  necessary  to  give  some  account  of  that  one  man,  who  has 
a!resdv,  incidentally,  been  introduced  m  our  narratiye. 


SIR  WILLIAM  JOHXSOX. 


He  was  a  natiye  of  Ireland,  of  a  good  family,  and  was  irell  edu- 
cated. Soon  after  he  became  of  age,  in  1737  or  '8,  he  came  to 
America  as  the  land  agent  of  his  uncle.  Sir  Peter  Warren,  an  Ad- 
miral in  the  English  nayy,  who  had  acquired  a  considerable  tract  of 
land  upon  the  Mohawk^in  the  present  county  of  Montgomery.  He 
located  a  few  milesfirom  the  present  yillage of  Port  Jackson.  OTa 
romantic  dispositicm,  and  haying  acquired,  from  the  unsocceaM 
termination  of  a  loye  aflair  in  his  natiye  country,  some  distaste  fbr 
ciyilized  society,  which  he  was  well  qualified  to  adorn,  he  had  aol 
been  long  a  resident  in  the  backwoods  of  America,  when  he  had 
determined  upon  permament  settlement  He  formed  an  exception 
to  a  large  majority  of  his  coontymen,  in  the  ease  and  facility  wilh 
which  be  exchanged  the  refinements  of  ciyilized  society  for  fife  in 
the  woods,  with  few  but  the  natiye  Indians  for  neighbors  or  annei- 
ates.  No  Frenchman  eyer  sit  himself  down  upon  the  borders  ef 
our  western  lakes,  alone  of  all  his  race,  in  the  midst  of  Indian  wig- 
wams, and  sooner  merged  and  blended  himself  with  all  about  him. 
Says  the  London  Gentleman's  Magazine,  (17S5) :  —  *"  Besides  hn 
skill  and  experience  as  an  officer,  he  is  particulariy  happy  in  making 
himself  beloyed  by  aU  sorts  of  people,  and  can  conform  to  all  com- 
panies and  conyersations.  He  is  yery  much  the  fine  gentleman  in 
genteel  company.  But  as  the  inhabitants  next  to  him  are  mostly 
Dutch,  he  sits  down  with  them  and  smokes  his  tobacco,  drinks  flip, 
and  talks  of  improyements,  bear  and  beayer  skins.  Being  surround- 
ed  with  Indians,  he  speaks  seyeral  of  their  languages  well,  and  has 
always  some  of  them  with  him.  He  takes  care  of  their  wiyes  and 
old  Indians,  when  they  go  out  on  parties,  and  eyen  wears  their 
dress.  In  short,  by  his  honest  dealings  with  them  in  trade,  and  his 
courage,  which  has  often  been  succearfiilly  tried  with  them,  and  his 
courteous  behayior,  he  has  so  endeared  himself  to  them,  that  they 
chose  him  one  of  their  chief  Sachems,  or  Princes,  and  esteem  him 
as  their  father." 
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He  was  just  the  man  the  English  government  required  in  the 
contest  they  were  waging  w  ith  the  French ;  and  he  had  not  been 
long  in  the  Mohawk  valley,  before  he  became  its  Indian  agent,  and 
the  dispenser  of  its  gifts,  which  added  to  his  personal  popularity 
with  the  Indians,  gave  him  an  influ'^nce  over  them  greater  than 
any  one  of  our  own  race  has  ever  possessed.  He  was  the  first 
Englishman  to  contend,  with  any  great  measure  of  success,  with 
French  Indian  diplomacy ;  their  governors,  missionaries  and  tra- 
ders. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  last  English  and  French  war  upon 
this  continent,  he  was  made  a  General  of  colonial  militia,  and  by 
virtue  of  a  leadership  that  had  been  created  by  the  Iroquois,  he  was 
head  warrior  of  all  of  them  that  inclined  to  the  English  interests. 
His  first  military  service,  was  to  head  the  formidable  expedition 
against  Crown  Point,  in  which  he  was  the  vanquisher  of  the  Baron 
Dieskeu.  For  this  signal  service,  he  was  made  a  Baronet.  The 
other  prominent  event  in  his  military  career,  was  the  siege  and  con- 
quest of  Fort  Niagara,  which  mainly  devolved  upon  him,  by  the 
death  of  his  superior  in  command,  Gen.  Prideaux. 

The  gifts  of  his  sovereign,  and  the  facilities  he  enjoyed  for  pur- 
chasing Indian  lands,  made  him  the  possessor  of  great  wealth,  which, 
with  his  military  honors,  the  partiality  of  his  countrymen,  and  his 
great  influence  with  the  Indians,  rendered  him  as  near  a  Prince  as 
any  thing  the  backwoods  of  America  have  vritnessed.  * 

After  the  close  of  the  French  war,  as  a  British  agent,  he  held 
treaties  and  negotiated  with  the  Iroquois,  and  some  of  the  western 
nations,  all  of  the  territorial  acquisitions  in  middle  New  York,  north- 
em  Pennsylvania,  and  upon  the  Ohio  River,  that  was  made  pre- 


*  "  He  built  two  spaciouB  and  convenient  residences  on  the  Mohawk  River,  known 
aftorwardsas  Johnson  Castle  and  Johnson  Hall  The  Hall  was  his  summer  residence. 
Here  this  singular  man  lived  like  a  little  sovereign,  kept  an  excellent  table  for  stnuigeni 
and  officers,  whom  the  course  of  their  duty  now  led  into  these  wildn  ;  and  by  con- 
fiding entirely  in  the  Indians,  and  treating  them  with  unwearied  truth  and  justice 
without  oven  yielding  to  solicitations  he  had  once  refused,  he  taught  them  to  repose 
entire  confidence  in  mm.  So  perfect  was  his  dependence  on  those  people,  whom  his 
fortitude  and  other  manly  virtues  had  attached  to  him,  that  when  they  returned  from 
tlieir  summer  excursions  and  exchanged  their  last  year  furs  for  fire  arms^  ^c,  they 
tuied  to  pass  a  few  days  at  the  Castle,  when  his  family  and  most  of  his  domestics  were 
down  at  the  HalL  There  they  were  all  liberally  entertained  by  Sir  William ,  and  500 
of  thcni  have  been  known,  for  nights  together,  after  drinking  pretty  freely,  to  lie 
around  him  on  the  ground,  whUe  he  was  the  only  white  person  m  a  house  containing 
great  quantities  of  every  thing  that  was  to  them  raluable  or  desirable,"  —  Mtmoirs  ^ 
on  AmtriMn  Ltiy, 
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Tioas  to  the  ReTolotion.  To  his  influence  with  the  Indiana 
British  agent,  inherited  by  his  family,  may  be  attribated  in  a 
measore  their  alliance  with  the  British  throughout  the  Reroli 
and  yet  had  he  lived  when  the  contest  was  waged,  it  is  do 
what  would  have  been  his  position.  There  are  strong  reaso 
assuming  that  he  would  have  been  at  least  a  neutral.  He  d 
Johnson  HaD,  in  June,  1774,  just  as  the  storm  was  gathering, 
after  he  had  himself  predicted  that "  England  and  her  colonies 
]4yproaclung  a  terrible  war,  which  he  should  nerer  live  to  wit 
Hk  health  had  been  for  some  years  declining.* 

In  his  youth,  soon  after  he  became  a  resident  upon  the  Mo 
he  took  for  his  wife,  (conventionaDy,)  a  comely,  German  giri 
being  a  redemptionist,  was  serving  her  time  with  one  of  his  neig 
She  was  the  mother  of  his  son  and  successor.  Sir  John  Jd 
and  of  his  daughters,  who  became  the  wives  of  CoL  Claus,  an 
Guy  Johnson,  a  distant  relative  of  Sir  William.  A  legal  ma 
took  place  when  Sir  William  was  on  his  death  bed,  which  cere 
had  reference  to  the  descent  of  property.  And  here  it  woi 
historical  delinquency  to  conceal  the  fact,  that  Sir  William, 
from  the  restraints  of  civilized  life,  had  indulged  in  what  Mr 
croft  would  call  the  "  freedom  of  the  backwoods/'  Ebenezei 
who  was  at  one  period,  in  the  valley  of  the  Genesee,  wh 
William  was  in  the  valley  of  the  Mohawk,  without  taking  his 
virtues  as  his  examples,  was  but  an  humble  imitator  of  his  one 
inent  vice.  The  fruits  of  hU  amours  may  be  traced  at  this  < 
aD  the  retreats  of  the  remnants  of  the  Six  nations.  Upon  the 
of  the  Allegany,  the  observing  traveller  will  recognize  the  1 
resemblance  in  the  contour  of  faces :  the  "*  blood  of  the  John 
coursinc  the  veins  and  harmoniouslv  blending  with  that  of  tl; 
qucHs.  The  sister  of  Joseph  Brant,  in  some  respects  as  good  a 
men  of  her  race,  as  was  her  renowned  brother,  was  the  coot 
several  of  his  children  who  were  also  legitimatized  by  a  p 
marriage  that  took  place  a  few  years  before  his  death. 


Histories  of  the  Revolution  exist  in  too  many  forms,   ai 
easOyacoesibleto  aO  classes  of  readers,  to  make  it  necessary  1 


HMtory-  Vol  ai  Di  9t57  ;  Col  Do-can,  to  a  FricDd  uf  Sir  W 

'TriotttdSirlCiDiBBaaQrefiuled^WiieTcr  lunr  a&dtLakina  badwaj,  wl 
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bnce  even  anv  considerable  allusion  to  it  in  a  work  of  this  character* 

m 

All  of  it  that  has  any  nK)re  than  a  remote  connection  with  the  his* 
iiKv  of  our  local  recion,  are  the  Border  Wars  of  New  York,  and 
with  them  the  author  will  assume  that  his  readers  are  generally 
familiar. 

On  the  death  of  Sir  William  Johnson,  his  son,  John  Johnson,  suc- 
ceeded to  his  titles  and  estates,  and  his  officer  of  General  Su)ierin- 
tendent  of  Indian  Affairs  fell  into  the  hands  of  Col.  Guv  Johnson* 
his  Si^n-in-la\v,  who  had  as  his  deputy  Col.  Claus,  another  son-in- 
bw.  Thus  inherited,  all  the  official  and  personal  influence  that  had 
been  acquired  was  wielded  against  the  Colonies  and  in  favcAr  of  the 
mother  countr}*.  The  natives  unschooled  in  all  that  could  enable 
them  to  understand  the  merits  of  the  quarrel  —  themselves  recc^* 
nizing  in  their  simple  form  of  government  heriditarj'  rulers  —  could 
see  in  the  up  rising  of  the  Colonies  against  their  King,  little  else  than 
ar.'u$nti:ihie  relH?llion,  and  thev  were  told  bv  the  Johnsonsthat  the 
oatbreaks  in  Boston,  and  the  battle  of  Lexington,  were  the  acts  of 
d^.tbetiient  children  against  the  King  their  Father,  who  had  been 
kind  to  them  as  he  had  to  the  Six  Nations.  Sir  William  Johnson  had 
been  the  almoner  ofannu;il  gifts  from  his  sovereign,  and  mingling  a 
nDC<.*ri?  reganl  for  them,  with  his  official  duties,  had  wedded  them 
strc«n'jlv  to  him  and  to  his  government. 

Joseph  Brant,  (in  Indian,  Thay-en-da-ga.)  had  been  the  protege 
of  Sir  William  Johnson.  When  quite  a  youth  he  had  sent  him  to 
the  Rev.  Dr.  WheekKk's  school  in  Lebanon,  Connecticut,  after- 
wards employed  him  in  his  private  business.  *  £nga£red  in  military 
wrice.  when  he  took  the  field,  the  young  chief  took  the  war  path, 
one  of  the  leaders  of  Sir  Williams  Indian  allies.  Under  these  cir- 
cuniitances  it  was  verv  natural  that  Brant  should  have  been  found 
a  ibliower  of  the  fortunes  o\  ilie  Johnson  famiiv. 

W;ih  those  influences  bearing  upon  them,  the  Six  Nations,  with 

>-  J. I  r.«'i  :•*  l.i.*t  many  \iars  in.Ti'  A\'iiili  villlv  a  inx*:»i  1'***  \o  maitkiml  i:i  pt»:i- 
■  -  ■  *  J  :.r:  ••■.'larly  to  iIm*  liiij^:)-.  :}.■■"■!.  r.iul  I  li.  r.*i  Kf  ihat  a:iv  onoof  the  family 
>  f:]i:}  Ir  K-i  ki.-«pi^:i:  uj»  \uv  p'ltiral  anplai:.<io  wlitn  hv  is  p>no/* 

**' » r-:ivi:y  i-s  a  n'.*»•^^l  ii':!-:';.:!.  ri-V.»p  Strnchan  i^f  TfnMiT«\  in  a?i  arrvle 
»r;::. .,  I'.-r  -hi*  ChrUtwa  Mt*»Mi.irs'r.  ;.s-  inuxl  Uat  he  was  a  Moluiwk.  hi»m  on  ilu'Cfliio 
"  -.  >  i^o  i.!.-*  lijvii;::  «irti:.T:.t«^L  This  i*  ui*in  iht»  a'.uhi'rity  of  I>r.  Sliwart.  fcir- 
^■•':'.;  r.  R.i'^si. >r.aTy  in  tin*  Mohawk  valhy  :  di  Slime  aivn^lits  ihu*.  Tut  K'lter  au- 
5"  :/>  :}iii.  iJ'htT.  Uvauw  hv  hi>  U-xn  a  far  morfiniiusiri«  u;»  nstan'hor —  L.  C.Dra- 
I;'  J-*-;.  •(  rhibtldj-hia — a!<«>Tnno<i  th;it  ho  wa»  a  native  nu!\'kiv.  Then*  were 
CUn  'iw(.\s  in  all  \hv  nations  of  tko  liXHiuois :  cai>tiTcg  and  thtir  di'sci*ndant&. 
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the  exception  of  a  part  of  the  Tuscaronis  and  Oneidas,  were  the  £nn 
allies  of  Eneiand  throughout  the  war  of  the  Revdution.  Immedi- 
atelv  after  the  death  of  Sir  William,  Guv  Johnson  renewed  allian- 
ces,  and  as  hostilities  approached  the  Mohawk  vallev,  ^  brightened 
the  chain  of  friendship*'  with  gifts  and  lavish  promises  of  increased 
patronage  from  his  master,  the  King.  A  '^  committee  of  aafetjr 
which  was  eariy  organized  in  "  Tryon  county,"  were  jealous  €l 
every  movement  of  the  Johnsons,  and  ei^Kcially  those  of  Guy  John- 
son. It  would  seem,  in  fact,  that  he  had  at  first  rashlv  determined  lo 
maintain  his  ground,  and,  for  that  purpose,  under  pretence  of  fear 
of  attack  from  "  the  rebels,"  had  fortified  his  house,  and  drawn 
fiound  it  as  guards,  a  formidable  body  of  Indians.  This  alamed 
the  Tr\'on  county  committee,  which  had  been  early  organized  as 
anxillarv    to  the  central  committee    at  Albcrnv.     Thev  made  re- 

m  mm 

presentations  to  the  Albany  committee  of  all  that  was  going  oiir 
and  in  allusion  to  Johnson's  fortified  cattle  and  the  hostile  Indians, 
they  say : — '"  We  are,  gentlemen,  in  a  worse  situation  than  any  part 
of  America  at  present.  We  have  an  open  enemy  before  our  faoeSb 
and  a  treacherous  enemv  a:  our  backs."  Thev  assure  the  Albanr 
committee  that  they  will  "  neither  submit  to  the  acts  of  Pariiament 
nor  Col.  Johnson's  arbitrarv  conduct." 

A  sf-ries  of  stirrins  local  events  followed :  —  The  Johnson  familv 
closely  nilied  in  irilerest  and  frieiidship  with  other  influential  fami- 
lies of  Trvon  count v,  r.ot  onlv  conlroUeJ  the  Indiana,  but  had  such 
an  iLfluence  with  the  whites  as  almost  to  enable  them  to  coerce 
local  o5:«d:er.ce  to  th*-fij,  and  fealiv  to  the  Kin;:.  Thev  even 
ventured,  and  f  anially  were  successful,  in  usin;;  the  civil  authori* 
lie?  of  Tryon  crur/y  to  subserve  these  f  ur;"oses :  irterfering  in  one 
or  two  ir.sTar.cesinlreakir.zup  what  they  temped  "rebel  riieet:r2S.'' 

Earlv  in  the  summer  of  1775  however.  Guv  Jr.!M:>.:in  had  deter- 
mined  that  his  own  safeiv  and  the  interest ?  of  h:>  Ki:.::.  would  hf/ik 

m 

l^e^r'-rrxred  by  rem-'-val  to  Cfir.arla.  Up  to  ih's  'irri*?,  he  had  relied 
'JT'^T.  h^'res  ihii!  the  revoiut:*  r.an-  n.overj.er.ts  v.ere  buT  temr^orarr 

•  J  *  a  • 

c'jtlreak-.  v.hich  would  b-e  siij: pressed  by  th.?  str'-i.?  arm  of  his 
proven,  n.er.t.  or  c-rc  ilia  ted  bv  a  redress  of  >':;.-?  ••:'  :;.-'  L'rievar.ces 
complained  of.  But  a(imor.:>hed  by  the  dark  ciouiis  of  war  that 
were  natherir.::.  that  :he  crisis  had  arrived,  thrit  h?  couid  ii'.:  preserve 
v.here  he  wcs  v. ::h  sifetv.  a  r^-siti-  l  eve:,  cf  i.'.:rrfi!»tv.  h-  rescived 
urvn  rldcirg  himself  in  a  position  to  take  an  active  pan  in  the  con- 
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test.  Under  the  pretence  that  he  could  better  control  the  Indians^ 
and  keep  them  from  harming  the  inhabitants  by  fixing  bis  liead- 
quarters  at  Fort  Stanwix,  he  left  "  Guy  Park  "  and  repaired  to  that 
post,  where  he  was  soon  joined  by  John  and  Walter  Butler,  Brant, 
and  a  formidable  body  of  Tories  and  Indians.  He  soon  removed 
with  most  of  his  retinue  to  Oswego. 

It  should  here  be  observed,  that  inured  to  war  as  had  been  the 
Iroquois  —  fond  of  it  as  would  seem  from  the  avidity  with  which 
they  had  engaged^  in  it  with  their  own  race  and  ours  —  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Revolution,  found  them  with  somewhat  altered  inclina- 
tions. Vastly  reduced  by  wars  with  the  southern  and  western 
Indians,  and  with  the  French,  the  remnant  of  them  that  had  enjoy- 
ed a  few  years  of  peace  had  learned  in  some  degree  to  estimate  its 
value.  Fully  realizing  the  consequences,  should  they  take  up  the 
hatchet  for  the  King,  the  local  committees  of  safety  for  Tryon  and 
Albany  counties,  held  conferences  with  the  Mohawks  and  received 
assurances  of  neutrality.  In  June,  1776,  General  Schuyler,  appoint- 
ed for  that  purpose  by  the  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  held  a  council 
with  all  of  the  Six  Nations  upon  the  German  Flats,  where  assur- 
ances of  neutrality  were  renewed.  But  the  superior  influences  that 
have  been  spoken  of,  finally  prevailed. 

Guy  Johnson  soon  repaired  to  Montreal,  where  he  made  his 
head  quarters,  and  engaged  with  zeal  and  activity,  in  enlisting  the 
Indians  in  a  harrassing  border  war,  chiefly  directed  against  his  old 
neighbors.  Sir  John  Johnson,  previous  to  the  flight,  or  hegira  of 
his  brother-in-law,  had  stipulated  with  Gen.  Schuyler  that  he  would 
remain  and  be  a  neutral,  the  chief  motive  being  the  preservation  of 
the  vast  estate  he  had  inherited ;  but  encouraged  by  the  prospect  of 
a  final  triumph  of  the  King  over  the  colonies,  he  followed  his  incli- 
nations, violated  his  pledges  of  neutrality,  and  taking  with  him 
three  hundred  of  liis  neighbors  and  dependents,  (chiefly  Scotch,) 
joined  his  brother  in  Montreal,  and  became  like  him  an  active  par- 
tizan.  The  immediate  presence  of  the  powerful  family  was  thus 
withdrawn  from  the  Mohawk,  and  little  left  of  them  but  their  deser- 
ted fields  and  mansions ;  but  the  devoted  valley  had  yet  to  feel  the 
terrible  scourge  which  loyalty  could  inflict,  when  sharpened  by  mo- 
tives of  private  vengeance. 

Col.  John  Butler  soon  fixed  his  residence  on  the  shores  of  Lake 
Ontario,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  village  of  Niagara,  where 


76  FIIELFS    Ain>   OOBHAM's    FUItCHASE^ 

he  was  soon  installed  as  the  leader  of  the  tory  refugees.  Erecting 
barracks  upon  the  plain,  near  where  Fort  Geoi^  was  afierwanb 
built,  there  they  were  organized  and  quartered ;  and  from  that  point 
they  sallied  out  in  marauding  expeditions  to  the  vallies  of  the  Mo> 
hawk  and  Susquehannah,  with  their  Indian  allies ;  and  to  that  p(Mnt 
thev  returned  when  their  errands  of  mischief  had  been  executed. 
It  was  there  the  expeditions  to  the  devoted  valley  of  Wyoming,  and 
to  arrest  the  march  of  Sullivan,  were  projected. 

After  leaving  the  Mohawk  valley,  Brant  was  alternately  at  Oswego^ 
Niagara,  upon  the  Susquehannah  and  Genesee  Rivers,  until  Jvij 
1777,  when  he  made  his  appearance  with  an  armed  band  of  warrion 
at  Unadilla,  an  Indian  village  upon  the  Susquehannah.  There  Gen. 
Herkimer,  with  a  strong  guard  of  Tryon  county  militia,  sought  an 
interview  with  him,  in  hopes  of  changing  his  purpose  of  engaging 
in  the  King's  service.  They  met.  Brant  rather  haughtily  demanded 
the  object  of  the  inter^'iew,  which  was  explained.  Hinting  to  Gen. 
Herkimer  that  his  attendants  were  pretty  numerous  for  a  peaee 
ambassador,  he  assured  him  that  he  had  a  superior  force,  five  hundred 
warriors,  with  which  he  could  crush  him  and  his  party  at  a  word; 
but  said  he,  "  we  are  old  neiglibors  and  friends  and  I  will  not  do  it" 
A  hot-headed  and  imprudent  Col.  Cox,  who  had  accompanied  Gea 
Herkimer,  grossly  insulted  Brant,  which  came  near  bringing  on  an 
unecjual  contest,  but  Brant  hushed  the  impending  storm  and  promised 
another  interview.  It  was  had  according  to  i)romise ;  Brant  assur- 
ed the  General  that  he  fully  understood  his  errand ;  "  but"  said  he, 
**  you  are  too  late,  I  am  already  engaged  to  serve  the  King.  We 
are  old  friends,  I  can  do  no  less  than  to  let  you  return  home  unmo- 
lested, although  you  r.re  entirely  within  my  power."  This  was  the 
last  conterence  heKl  by  the  agents  of  Congress  with  the  Indians^ 
pendinir  or  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution ;  and  after  this,  soon 
followeil  the  terrible  scenes  with  which  the  author  presumes  the 
rL*ailer  to  l>e  familiar. 

IiiiiikHliaiely  following  this  interview  with  Brant,  Sir  John  John- 
son and  Col.  Walter  Butler  sent  out  runners  and  convened  delega* 
ti«)i;s  from  all  of  the  Six  Nations  at  Oswego.  The  council  was 
opened  by  a  sjK?ech  from  Sir  John,  in  which  he  assured  the  Indians 
that  their  assistance  was  wanted  "  to  subdue  the  rebels  who  had 
taken  up  arms  against  their  good  Father  the  King*  «ind  was  about 
to  rob  him  of  a  great  part  of  his  possessions  and  wealth."    The 
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cfitf^  thea  rMe  aikl  sewrsdlv  as^one^  ihe  British  auxats  that  tber 
Sat  co^rcoe  timut  be&ce  ia  council  with  Gi^nonl  SchuvWr.  c^edciNl 
r^KaMivYs  to  ceairilitT.  azid  that  thev  sbouxl  iK>t  violate  cbe  ^i^ise 
rr  tik^u:  tip  Ae  hatchet.  The  Bn:i$h  agents  toil  them  that  the 
•  iTOisir^  "  irew  lew  i:i  nunilvr  ar^J  easiSv  juWaevi.  anvl  that  oa  ac- 
w-^jvixf  ot'  their  J^ii^ier.ce  thev  tullv  avri:ed  ail  the  punishnient  chat 
v^nif  ZK3  asd  I:xl:in<  united  could  indict :  that  the  Kinji:  was  rich 
Ksi  co«^nuL  both  in  nKXiev  acd  sublets:  that  his  •^mm  was  as 
sttforr  «f  :be  water?  ^x  Lake  i.V.?anvx**  This  apiwal  K»  the  a:>retites 
.■c'  tap  sLOC^He  aaiives  which  British  a::!ears  had  done  much  b^fvn>?  to 
rcase.  iccocifunievi  by  prxxniies  vx"  rich  sifts,  prerailed.  arxl  a  tn?atT 
»»  ^s:kie  Lc  which  :hev  i\e».i^  then^selres  to  take  u?  anixs  aciiost 
re  rvcvik  aad  conriruo  in  sen  ice  during  the  war.  "^  Uroc  the  c\>ii- 
nanxi  ^x'ttie  treatv.  each  l:id:an  was  rre:s^n:ed  with  a  suit  v>f  Ciothe«» 
&  rra»  keniie.  a  jun.  a  socnahawk.  a  scaljKiu  kniie*  a  quantity  of 
iwier  asii  /ead.  aa^i  a  piece  'M*  iN^tvi."  * 

£a  tsie  sc^ech  of  CvMrti:\,uiter  to  the  Gvwerr.or  of  Pennsvlrania. 
s  I^^t  he  saxl :  —  "^  The  cause  of  Indians  hariiur  been  led  into  sin 
X  -xi:  tiiue.  w:as.  that  many  of  them  were  in  the  pcactiof  of  drink* 
mz  i2>i  jetting  intoxicated.    Great  Britain  revjuestcd  us  to  vin 

awn  ::i  rse  cocdic:  a^Ainst  A:iwricans.  arvi  pnxiVLsevl  the  Indians 

«  •  •• 

N.VC  a:ier  ie  war  oocxnwr.ce^.i.  Brar.t  c*.\Iec:ed  the  Mv»K.iwks  at 
Le-rsc  -HI.  selec::r^  for  Oieir  hocive  $»>c:^e  v^'  the  d::e  ^>u:\:s  on  the 
xiafff  R.\jki.  ::ear  the  prc^^ei^t  v:y,v:e.  He  bxlt  a  sii^ali  av  church, 
Bntr  iie  *r<*ll  vk"  v>r.e  v*f  :he  lu.iian  churches  u>.^n  :he  M^KiAwt 
WLcc  WTLS  hur^  u;v*"  the  r.o:ch  of  a  tree,  the  British  ohav',.u'-  at 
Fjt:  XjjL^arJL  frec'jev-tlv  hvxdir^  service  Oien*.  After  :he  Revoiu- 
^HL  3e  rvr-oved  to  Bn:::for.:.  C  W^  where  la^J^^  ^rrants  of  land 
'^r?  iecurevi  to  h:::t  bv  :he  British  o>ver:ui^r.:.     He  dievi  iu  1S07, 

Ox  JaXxt:  Butler  whv'*  w.is  resi^fctabiv  cvy:.nected  u:\">q  the  Mo- 
iowL  ':*can>f.   fr<>^i  the  Rr>:  hreaiin^  v»ut  vX  the  RevoCu'ioc.  a 
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zealous  tory,  and  fled  from  his  firiends  and  home  with  the  Johrawns, 
fixed  his  residence  at  Niagara,  as  has  already  been  mentioDed. 
With  the  doings  of  him  and  his  Rangers,  the  readers  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary history  are  familiar ;  he  is  connected  with  some  of  the 
darkest  pages  of  it  With  more  of  the  savage  in  his  nature  by  &r, 
than  Brant,  he  was  far  ahead  of  him  in  acts  of  cruelty,  and  incapa- 
ble' of  the  exercise  of  any  of  his  sterling  virtues.  He  was  wel 
educated,  and  his  letters  and  the  part  he  acted  in  various  IiidiaB 
treaties  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  this  region,  induce  the  cooclfr 
sion,  that  he  had  a  good  share  of  business  talents.  At  the  ckne  of 
the  Revolution,  he  became  Superintendent  of  Indian  afiairs  for  Up- 
per Canada,  and  was  also  a  half-pay  British  Colonel.  The  patrai- 
age  of  a  King  he  had  served  so  devotedly  at  the  sacrifice  of  the 
private  esteem  of  even  those  who  had  been  his  companions  inaim^ 
enabled  him  to  surround  himself  with  all  the  comforts  and  many  of 
the  luxuries  of  life.  The  home  of  which  he  was  the  founder,  even 
now  in  its  neglected  condition,  exhibits  in  all  its  primitive  appoint- 
ments, much  of  cultivated  taste  and  refinement,  which  it  is  difficnk 
to  reconcile  with  the  character  of  the  man,  as  given  to  us  ia  the 
annals  of  Border  Wars.     He  died  at  Niagara,  in  1794. 

The  influence  of  the  Johnson  family  with  the  Indians,  was  bald- 
ly less  potent  than  with  their  white  neighbors.  No  where  in  aD 
the  colonies,  was  there  so  large  a  proportionate  diversion  of  the 
inhabitants  from  an  espousal  of  the  Revolution,  as  in  the  vaDef 
of  the  Mohawk  ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  no  where  were  there  bel* 
ter  examples  of  patriotism,  bravery  and  self-sacrifice.  It  was^eah 
phatically,  "the  dark  and  bloody  ground."  At  fu^t,  the  co&leit 
had  all  the  features  of  civil  war ;  households  were  divided ;  it  was 
brother  against  brother,  and  neighbor  against  neighbor ;  and  when, 
after  the  tories  and  Indians  had  withdrawn  to  Qcwego.  Montreal, 
Fort  Niainura  and  Canada,  they  returned  from  time  to  time  upon 
their  errands  of  blood-shed  and  rapine :  they  were  upon  familiar 
ground,  and  well  knew  where  most  eflectually  to  direct  their  stepi» 


Note.  —  In  IT!) I,  Jam^  WaA^wurih  visuxi  Xia^ran.  |irincipaliy  to  inform 
V  to  the  prwf^^t  of  aui  IndiAn  w.  Ur  vrnte  tu  a  thend  :  — "  You  will  not  •ajppow 
that  vi>  aiv  uuJvr  much  fears  from  the  Indiana,  vhen  I  trll  tou  that  I  ttailtamm 
\hv  Gt-nt^v  rin-r  vithmxt  A>in(anr.  and  reached  Ntuiara  in  tw<i  dav^  vithout  aaT 
diff.ulry.  ButsL'.  it  wai?  a  m.-«t  s'lit:*^  ride."  -  I  hani  xi  exvvUent  dinner  with  Ccl 
ButitT.  '  We  vere  lenred  irith  applmk  chesQiuM.  haiel  nut^  and  vaLuut* :  but 
fuq^riacd  uitr  moi^  vad^  to  iiw  apla&e  id  maLwafawci  pcadii»  as  good  as  I  ever  tm 
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1=11  wSpjtp  to  e3ws:*u:e  the  iiv»t  terrihie  mischief.  In  ihe  ivtrvvppct, 
v-ttf-r  r,A:;->c»  hire  sealed  down  in  f^jce.  and  look  hack  upcHi  the 
e^cesBe*  :S*v  hiTe  cooimitied  in  ihe  strife  and  heal  of  war.  d»enf 
n  ak"*^r$  much  even  for  5elf-a»>:a*auon ;  but  in  ail  the  historr  of 
*.  :her>f  is  nothing  that  so  siaivJs:  ou:  in  K\d  n^lief.  without  miti* 
c.  or  eicusf.  as  was  Ae  sar^ruine  iXvicv  of  Eno^laikl  in  the  em- 
>.^T-=er.:  of  the  K^niohawk  and  scaJpinc  kv.ife,  to  aid  her  in  warring 
«ra:r:s^  her  coionies.  In  a!l  her  own  dark  catakYue  of  wn>ngs*  in 
nf  CASS,  a:  hoQ>?,  in  comivliinj  oSedience  to  the  throne,  there  is 
t>x^  "Vj:  that  *>  far  outraged  humanity,  that  so  iar  traiii^cended  the 
*  .-^f  c:Ti.ifed  war'are.  as  was  the  anning  of  savage  allies,  ard 
f .r;r  them  to  lav  waste  unr^rvxeoted  hackwocJs  settlements  and 
rre  iheir  inhAbitar.!^;.  i\-i:hou:  n^irird  to  ace.  condit:ori.  or  sex. 
ir:  The  reehSe  CKXor.:es  soorr^ed  to  do  in  self-de!ence — after  ther 
z  ^z^zrrlzied  u»n  asking  nothing  farther  than  to  have  the  toma- 
lawi  a^l  scal:^:::^:  knite  ker^t  out  of  the  contest  —  British  a^izeots^ 
wtr  "Sie  sflinoiivv:  of  their  cv^vemnient,  did  ik^  hesitate  to  do  in  a 
STLT.:  c-f  ir-h"*::r*a;:::v  so  Siii^oii-arv  aud  urjw 'ectinc.  that  it  urced  on 
kif  an  warfare,  even  when  it  hesitated  in  the  execution  of  its 
r*il"r'.v  aad  K>xxlv  missives. 

Tti?  R."^rier  Wars,  the  tc^rv  anJ  Indian  incursions  mxn  Canadx 
'>^?-^?  ard  XiaLTJkn,  cor.::r.ued  a:  intervals  firv^:n  the  tl'Ur.t  c*f  the 
?:c.T:i»:c.5w  Bu:>r  ani  Bnr.:  :n  ^.V  ur.::-  Auir^st  ITT)?.  The  horrid 
a^tJL.">  jL.rfA:v  nl'.  vo'ur.:e<  of  vuV'ishtxi  historv.*  W::h  rx>werlul 
It-rish  arr.i-e:*  :■>  o>r.:e:J  wi:h  u:v^n  the  sea  KxirJ  —  work  er.ocdi 
"»r  "T**  rVe'rV  a,*.i  e\h;\us:e.i  Ov\."»n:os  —  :r.actxju;^"e  he'p  had  Seen 
Arifc  :.^  r^rel  inviit^rs  -^f  :he  ^c»r.::er  se::>:::e::ts  of  Xew  W^rk. 
TV  s:*i!:hv  f^>f  c^.^Jd  r/.Ako  desvvnts  Vv  jar^i  vv  w,»:er  thrvXirh  dif- 
fer*c:  ■iT'-.vri?'i  Aver.ues.  ar.d  whfn  the:r  work  of  death  was 
•KvcrLsbjo-  ne*.r>?a:  to  :h:*ir  strong  holds  at  Orv^-e-^"*  and  Niasrani^ 
»  "»i3e  w.lierr.e^  their  .:e:>r.oe  and  securltv  a^riir^st  rurrjit  and 
RC-.x-^-xi.  \Vbe-  ev.>?-.:.::or^  were  :\ar.r.«'d  a:  NiacirsL  if  desi^rr^eJ 
im.*  tjL  ev  of  the  Mv^hawk.  the  Indians  ard  torles  wouai  cor.cen- 
tn:*  a:  O^-^^e^r.^:  ar.i  if  the  vr>y  of  the  Susjquehannah  >v,\s  the 
^»:-u?xi.  triev  wvxil,!  c.v.v^^r.trate  urv>n  the  Oenewe  river,  Ser.eca 


»  • 
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Lake,  or  the  Tioga  river.    Their  prisoners  were  usually  taken  to 
Fort  Niagara,  the  Bastile  of  the  then  western  wilderness 

At  last,  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1779,  Gen.  Washington  de- 
termined upon  a  measure  for  carrying  the  war  home  upon  the  inra- 
ders.  routing  the  Indians  from  their  villages,  and  if  practicable,  the 
seige  and  capture  of  Fort  Niagara.  The  command  was  entrusted 
to  Gen.  Sullivan.  The  army  organized  for  the  expedition  was  in 
three  divisions.  That  part  of  it  under  the  immediate  command  of 
Gen.  Sullivan,  coming  from  Pennsylvania,  ascended  the  Susquehaa- 
nah  to  Tioga  Point.  Another  division  under  the  command  of  Gen. 
James  Clinton,  constructing  batteaux  at  Schenectady,  ascended  the 
Mohawk  and  rendezvoused  at  Canajoharrie,  opened  a  road  to  the 
head  of  Otsego  Lake,  and  from  thence  proceeded  in  a  formidable 
fleet  of  over  two  hundred  batteaux*  to  Tioga  Point,  forming  a 
junction  with  the  force  under  Gen.  Sullivan,  on  the  22d  of  August 
Previous  to  the  arrival  of  (Sen.  Clinton,  Sullivan  had  sent  farward 
a  detachment  which  fell  in  with  a  scouting  party  of  Indians^  and  a 
skirmish  ensued. 

The  combined  forces  amounted  to  5,000  men.  The  expedition 
had  been  so  lon^  preparing,  and  upon  the  march,  that  the  enemy 
were  well  apprized  of  all  that  was  going  on.  Their  plan  of  de- 
fence contemplated  a  decisive  engagement  upon  the  Chemung  river. 
For  this  purpose  the  Rangers  and  regular  British  troops,  under  the 
command  of  Col.  John  Butler.  Cols.  Guv  and  Sir  John  Johnsoa, 
Major  Walter  N.  Butler  and  Capt.  M'Donald,  and  the  Indians 
under  Brant  had  concentrated  their  forces  upon  a  bend  of  the  river, 
near  the  present  village  of  Elmira,  where  they  had  thrown  up  a 
long  breast  work  of  logs.  The  united  forces  of  the  British  allies 
as  computed  by  Gen.  Sullivan,  was  about  1500.  *  Having  ascer- 
tained their  position.  Gen.  Sullivan  marched  in  full  force  and  attacked 
them  in  the  fcnenoon  of  the  29th  of  August.  He  found  the  enemy 
partly  entrenched  and  partly  arranged  in  scouting  and  flanking 
parties,  the  Indians  especiaUy  adopting  their  favorite  mode  of  war- 
fare. Well  provided  with  artillery,  a  heavy  fire  was  opened  upon 
the  enemies  entrenchments,  which  soon  proved  them  a  weak  de- 
fence :  a  part  of  the  Indians  were  panic  stricken  by  the  heavy 
cannonade,  and  fled,  while  other  portions  of  thein  were  rallied  by 

'Aaomed  to  be  sodi  Im  in  tht  Bxitiib  aeeooBta. 
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*i)eir  iDtrepid  leader.  Brant,  and  well  maintained  the  unequal  contest 
~  Both  lories  and  Indians  were  entitled  to  the  credit  of  fighting 
Enantullv.  Everv  rock  and  tree  and  bush,  sheltered  its  man,  from 
hehind  which  the  winged  messengers  of  death  were  thickly  sent, 
but  with  si>  little  efiect  as  to  excite  astonishment.  The  Indians 
vieiiied  nn'ound  onlv  inch  bv  inch ;  and  in  their  retreat  darted  from 
•j«c  to  tree  with  the  agility  of  a  panther,  often  contesting  each  new 
position  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  —  a  thing  very  unusual  even 
with  militiamen,  and  still  more  rare  among  the  undisciplined  warriors 
of  the  woods."  *  The  battle  had  been  waged  about  two  hours, 
when  the  British  and  Indians  perceiving  their  forces  inadequate, 
aad  that  a  maneuver  to  surround  them  was  likely  to  be  successful, 
broke  and  ded  in  great  disorder. 

"  This  "  says  John  Salmon,  of  Livingston  county,  who  belonged  to 
*ji?  expedition  and  gave  an  account  of  it  to  the  author  of  the  Life 
c(  Marv  Jemison,  ''  was  the  onlv  remilar  stand  made  bv  the  In- 
dians.  In  their  retreat  they  were  pursued  by  our  men  to  the  Nar- 
rows, where  they  were  attacked  and  killed  in  great  numbers,  so  that 
the  sides  of  the  rocks  next  the  River  looked  as  if  blood  had  been 
pmred  on  them  by  pailfuls.*' 

The  details  of  all  that  transpired  in  this  campaign  are  before  the 
;^ic  in  so  many  forms,  that  their  repetition  here  is  unnecessary. 
The  route  of  the  army  was  via  *•  French  Catherine's  To\\ti/'  f  head 
ot  Seneca  Lake,  down  the  east  shore  of  the  Lake  to  the  Indian 
^~ace  of  Kanadesaga.  (Old  Castle.)  and  from  thence  to  Canandai- 
?ia.  Honeoye,  head  of  Conesus  Lake,  to  Groveland.  The  villages 
istp^yed.  (with  the  apple  trees  and  growing  crops  of  the  Indians,) 
Tere  at  Catherinestown,  Kendai,  or  "  Apple  Town  '*  on  the  east 
w  of  the  Lake,  eleven  miles  trom  its  foot,  Kanadesaga,  Honeoye, 
txiesus.  Canascraca,  Little  Beard's  Toi^Ti,  Bic  Tree,  Canawacus, 
^  on  the  return  of  the  army,  ScaiNi-yace,  a  village  between  the 

*LJ^of  Bnnt. 

*  5a:3^  from  Caxberiae  Montour.  She  was  a  ludf  blood,  is  aid  to  hftre  been  Uw 
>^'i?«-r  i^i  fte  « »f  the  Frvnch  Gt^Tvmors  v*f  Caznda.  She  was  made  a  captive  and 
^^^i  \tj  the  Senecas  when  she  vas  ten  rears  of  age.  becoming  aftcrwanu  the  wife 
^  I  i^nzx^Midbeil  Seneca  Chiel  When  on  sevend  occasions  ue  accompanied  the 
<^f  r*>  Philadelphia  her  extraordinary  boautr.  joined  to  a  considerable  p^ilLsh  of 
s^ZLcTK  madtr  b«r  the  *'ohM^n*ed  of  all  oh^'rvt^:**  she  was  inntedto  a  private  hou» 
1^  1  *..>-a:c*i  with  TU'ioh  r^>!<peot  :>he,  rttn'Uil  at  the  bead  of  Seneca  Lake  previous  to 
>Uavvi'«  cxpctlitioa.  and  afterwards  at  Fort  Xiagan,  where  she  was  tnated  with 
^Ark«d  aztenxkrn  by  the  Biitish  o£cer& 
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Cajmga  and  Seneca  Lakes,  and  several  other  Cajoga  TQbges. 
Captain  Machin  was  at  the  head  of  the  engineers  in  this  ezpeditioiL 
The  indostrious  gleaner  of  Border  War  reminiscences,  the  aothor 
of  tlie  History  of  Schoharie,  has  found  among  his  papen  the  fti- 
lowing,  which  accompanied  a  map  of  Sullivan's  entire  route : — 


a 


Distance  of  places  from  Easton,  Pennsylvania,  to  Chenesee,  [Gen- 
eseel  Castle^  taken  in  1779,  by  actual  survey :  — 

KAMES  or  PLACES.  MILES.  TOTAL. 

From  Eaflton  to  Wcominiiig,     .....  G5  S5 

To  LackewaiMck  Creek, 10  7S 

Qoailutemank,         .......  7  89 

TaDkbumank  Creek, 11  93 

Mttbohing  Creek.             9  103 

VanderUpe  Pbatotioo, 5  107 

WcAluakxng  Town, '8  IIS 

WcMvkin,  or  Pine  Creek, \A]i  l3B}i 

Tinga, 15>i  145 

Chemung 13  li7 

Xewt/m. 81^  l&}i 

French  CmthcrincfltoiTD, 18  183^ 

Kan'liaor  Appl«tbn          .....         .  371Z  Sll 

Outlet  of  Seueci  Lake,             lli|  28^ 

Kanadeaga,  or  Seoeca  Caide             ....  3U  SX 

Kanandaque,             15>»  941)^ 

Haanrauva,              ......         .  13^  95$ 

Adjiu^  ' 13)^  9673^ 

CoMaovauIoQdxbr,  .......  7  974}^ 

CbenflMe  Cafltie  ' 5^^  900 


It  is  probable  a  better  table  of  distances  than  has  since 
made.    Among  the  papers  of  Capt.  Machin,  is  the  following  certifi- 
cate:— 


*  Thw  mar  certifr  that  KaricjnraoTto  the  Sanakee  chieC  has  been  on  an 
to  Fort  Stanvii  and  taken  two  eealps^  one  from  an  ofSoer  and  a  oorpimLl,  thejr 
gunning  near  the  Fort,  for  wluch  I  promise  to  par  at  s^ht.  ten  d<>I]an  fi/r  eKh 
GiTcu  under  mj  hand  at  Buck's  Island  '     JOUX  BUTLEK.  CoL 

i^cpC  of  the  Six  XatioDa  and  the  allies  of  hia  IfiJMtj.* 


This  Kayingwanrto  was  a  principal  Seneca  chief  at  Kanadesaga. 
He  was  killed  by  a  scouting  party  of  Gen.  Sullivan's  army,  and  in 
his  pocket  the  certificate  was  found.  The  histon-  of  those  scalps  is 
one  of  the  nK»t  melancholy  tales  of  that  era  of  terrible  savage  war- 
fcre.  The  chief  in  1777,  with  a  scouting  party  of  Seneca  warriors, 
was  prowling  about  Fort  Stan  wix.  Capt.  Gregg,  and  a  Corporal  of 
the  Foi%  had  ventured  out  to  shoot  pigeons,  when  they  were  fired  at 
by  the  Indian  scouts ;  the  corporal  Being  killed  and  Capt.  Gre^g 
•everely  wounded.   Both  were  scalped ;  but  after  the  Indians  bad  left 
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Cap!  Gregg  revived.  His  dog  ran  off  to  some  fisbemien  of  the 
Fort,  a  mile  distant,  alarmed  them  by  his  moaning,  attracted  them 
in  the  direction  of  his  wounded  master.  Capt.  Gregg  was  thus 
discovered,  and  lived  to  relate  the  story  of  his  preservation.  It  is 
given  upon  the  authority  of  Dr.  Dwight. 

The  march  of  Sullivan,  the  devastations  committed  by  his  army, 
^mild  at  this  distant  period  seem  like  Vandalism,  in  the  absence 
01*  the  consideration  that  he  was  acting  under  strict  orders ;  and 
that  those  orders  were  approved,  if  not  dictated  by  Washington. 
The  campaign  was  a  matter  of  necessity ;  to  be  effectual,  it  was 
not  only  necessary  that  its  acts  should  be  retaliatory  and  retributive, 
bat  that  the  haunts,  the  retreats,  of  a  foe  so  ruthless,  must  he  bro- 
ken up.  The  bbjeict  was  to  destroy  all  the  means  of  subsistence 
of  the  Senecas,  desolate  their  homes,  prevent  their  return  to  them, 
and  if  possible,  induce  their  permanent  retreat  beyond  the  Niagara 
River.  The  imprudence,  the  want  of  sagacity,  which  Col.  Stone 
has  imputed  to  Gen.  Sullivan  in  alarming  every  village  he  approach- 
ed by  the  sound  of  his  cannon,  the  author  conceives,  a  misappre- 
hension of  his  motives.  Stealthy,  quiet  approaches,  would  have 
found  as  victims  in  every  village,  the  old  men,  the  women  and 
chiMren  —  the  warriors  awav,  banded  with  their  British  allies. 
Humanity  dictated  the  forewarning,  that  those  he  did  not  come  to 
war  asrainst  could  have  time  to  flee.  It  would  have  been  a  far 
darker  feature  of  the  campaign  than  those  that  have  been  complained 
oC  and  one  that  could  not  have  been  mitigated,  if  old  men,  women 
and  children,  had  been  unalarmed,  and  exposed  to  the  vengeance 
of  those  who  came  from  the  valleys  of  tlie  Susquehannah  and  the 
Mohawk  to  punish  murderers  of  their  kindred  and  neighbors.  The 
march  of  Gen.  Sullivan,  after  leaving  the  Chemung,  was  bloodless, 
eicept  in  a  small  degree  — just  as  it  should  have  been,  if  he  could 
not  make  victims  of  those  he  was  sent  to  punish. 

The  third  expedition  of  this  campaign,  which  has  generally  been 
Ixx  sinht  of  bv  historians,  was  that  of  Gen.  Broadhead.  He  loft 
Fort  Pitt  in  August  with  six  hundred  men,  and  destroyed  sevenil 
Minco  and  Muncey  tril>es  living  on  the  Allegany,  French  Creek . 
ind  other  tributaries  of  the  Ohio. 

The  heavy  artillery  that  Gen.  Sullivan  brought  as  far  as  Newton, 
would  indicate  that  Niagara  was  originally  the  destination.  Then' 
the  General  and  his  officers,  seeing  how  long  it  had  taken  to  reach 
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that  point,  in  all  probability  detennined  that  too  much  of  the  season 
had  been  wasted,  to  allow  of  executing  their  tasks  in  the  Indian 
country,  making  their  roads  and  moving  the  army  and  all  its  ap- 
pointments to  Niagara  before  the  setting  in  of  winter.  Besides,  before 
the  army  had  reached  the  valley  of  the  Chemung,  the  fact  was 
ascertained  that  there  would  be  a  failure  in  a  contemplated  junction 
with  the  army  under  (ren.  Broadhead. 

After  the  expedition  of  (ren.  Sullivan,  the  Indians  never  had  any 
considerable  permanent  re- occupancy  of  their  viDages  east  of  the 
Genesee  river.  They  settled  down  after  a  brief  flight,  in  their 
villages  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  in  the  neighborhood  of  Gen- 
eseo,  Mt.  Morris  and  Avon,  and  at  Gardeau,  Canadea,  Tonawanda, 
Tuscarora,  Buffalo  Creek,  Cattaraugus  and  Allegany.  For  retreats 
of  the  Johnsons,  Butler  and  their  troops,  see  narrative  of  William 
Hincher,  in  subsequent  pages ;  and  for  (ren.  Washii^on's  oflkial 
account  of  Sullivan's  expedition,  as  copied  from  the  manuscripts 
of  a  Revolutionary  oflicer  for  the  History  of  the  Holland  Purchase, 
see  Appendix,  No.  3. 

NoTK.^ — ^The  aatiior  deriTes  from  James  Otis  Esq.  of  Terry,  Wyoming  OoimtT,  a 
more  Batifrfictory  account  of  the  retreat  of  the  IndiaoB  upon  the  Genesee  Rimer,  vm 
be  has  seen  from  any  other  source.  He  became  acquainted  with  Marj  Jemli 
181Q.  She  told  him  that  vhen  Sullivan's  annj  was  ^)proaching  the  phice  of  he 
dence.  Little  Beard's  Town,  the  Indians  retreated  upon  the  Silrer  Lake  trail 
about  two  miles  from  the  Lake  they  halted  tuawait  expected  re-inlorcementi  tnm 
Buffido  Creek.  Thej  had  a  white  person  with  them  that  ther  hunffbj  bending  dawm 
asmall  tree,  fiwtening  to  it  a  bark  halter  thej  had  around  his  neck,  and  letting  it  §f 
back ;  thus  suspending  their  victim  in  the  air.  The  bones  and  the  bent  tree  attHtM 
the  truth  of  the^  relation  Ions  after  white  settlements  commenced.  ReinlbreeiBflBli 
from  Bufblo  arrived,  a  councu  was  held  which  terminated  in  the  conclusion  that  tluy 
were  too  weak  to  risk  an  attack  of  Sullivan.  When  their  invaders  had  retreatad.  «■ 
(zreat  bodj  of  the  Indians  went  bock  to  the  sites  of  their  old  villages  upon  the  Bif«. 
Mr&  Jemiflon,  went  around  on  the  west  side  of  Silver  Lake,  and  th^  down  to  ^ — * — 


flat)s»  where  she  Ibund  two  nQ^roes  living  that  had  raisied  some  com.  She  huskedeon 
for  the netfroes  and  earned  enough  to  supplv  her  £uniljwith  bread  imtil  tile  not 
harvMt.  This  occupancy  contmued,  Miai  lemison  had  the  Gardean  tract  gzmnted  ti 
her  at  the  Morzis  treaty. 


PART  SECOND 


CHAPTER  I. 


OUR  IMMEDIATE  PREDECESSORS  —  THE  SENEGAS  —  WITH  A  GLANCE  AT 

THE  IROaUOIS. 


It  is  not  the  design  of  this  work  to  embrace  a  detailed  account  of 
the  Five  Nations.  The  Senecas,  however,  the  Tsonnontouans  of 
French  chronicle,  who  guarded  the  western  door  of  the  Long 
House,  looking  out  on  the  Great  Lakes,  demand  a  passing  notice,  as 
we  are  approaching  a  series  of  events  connected  with  the  "  par- 
tition "  of  their  wide  and  beautiful  domain. 

In  common  with  the  red  races,  they  are  the  "  autochihonoi  "  of  the 
soil  —  "fresher  from  the  hand  that  formed  of  earth  the  human 
face,"  than  the  present  rulers  of  the  land  that  was  once  theirs. 
On  their  hunting  groimds,  the  pioneers  of  the  Genesee  country, 
preparatory  to  settlement,  kindled  their  camp-fires.  Our  clustering 
cities  and  villages  are  on  the  sites  of  their  ancient  castles,  forts  and 
places  of  burial.  In  the  vallies  where  they  lived,  and  on  hills 
where  blazed  their  beacons,  a  people  with  the  best  blood  of  Europe 
in  their  veins,  at  one  and  the  same  time,  are  founding  halls  of  learn- 
ing, and  gathering  in  the  golden  harvests.  The  early  annals  of 
their  occupation,  to  which  the  reader  is  soon  to  be  introduced,  are 
intimately  blended  vnth  this  once  powerful  and  numerous  branch 
of  the  Iroquois  confederacy,  that  famished  imder  the  toteuiic 
bond,  at  the  era  of  confederation,  two  of  the  presiding  law-givers 

and  chiefs.  * 

An  opinion  prevails,  that  the  guardians  of  the  Eastern  Door,  the 

Mohawks;  or,  as  called  by  their  brethren,  " Do-de-o-gah,"  or 
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*' message  bearers,"  were  the  most  warlike;  but  a  careful  exami- 
nation of  history  and  the  pages  of  Jesuit  journals,  establishes  the 
fact,  that  the  Senecas  were  not  their  inferiors  in  every  martial  at* 
tribute,  and  were  always  represented  at  a  general  gathering  of  the 
clans,  in  time  of  danger,  by  a  more  formidable  force.  There  is  no 
foundation  for  the  remark  of  Buchanan,  speaking  in  reference  to 
the  Mohawks,  that  their  allies  neither  made  war  or  peace  without 
their  consent. 

Unquestionable  proof  is  on  record,  that  the  fierce  Senecas  were 
not  always  governed  in  their  action  by  the  general  voice  at  OnoD- 
daga.  Sternly  independent,  they  some  times  took  up  arms,  wiwB 
the  other  tribes,  to  use  an  Indian  metaphor,  sate  smoking  in  quiet 
on  their  mats.  After  the  rapid  decline  of  French  ascendancy  on 
this  continent,  and  many  of  the  tribes  beheld  with  terror  the  gov- 
emment  of  Canada  falling  into  English  hands,  the  Senecas,  ud- 
daunted  by  the  danger,  adhered  with  dogged  obstinacy,  to  the 
vanquished. 

For  a  time,  they  were  in  alliance  with  Pontiac,  and  plajred  a 
conspicuous  part  vnih  the  great  **  Ottawa  '*  in  his  plan  of  surprisiiig 
a  cofiian  of  po?t«  in  the  Lake  country,  and  exterminating  the 
'  doe?  in  red  clothing,"  that  guarded  them.  This  statement  does 
not  rest  on  vague  conjecture,  or  blind  tnulition.  By  reference  to 
the  British  Annual  Register,  for  1764,  we  learn  that  on  the  3d  of 
April,  1763.  Sir  William  Johnson  concluded  at  Johnson  HaD.  on 
the  Mi^hawk,  preliminary  articles  of  peace  with  eight  deputies  of 
the  Seneca  nation,  which  alone  of  the  Iroquois  league,  had  joined 
Pontiac.  While  the  proud  and  conquering  Mohawks  impoieJ 
tribute  on  the  Mohegans,  and  scoured  the  pine-forests  of  <4i«tMif 
Maine  in  pursuit  of  flying  foes,  westward  the  track  of  the  Senec« 
was  literaDy  nuu-ked  in  blood.  The  Neuter  Nation,  with  homes  on 
both  aides  of  the  Niagara,  were  "  blotted  from  the  things  that  be  f 
and  the  Eries,  after  a  brave  resistance,  destroyed  —  the  prize  of 
conquest,  the  loveliest  portion  of  our  trans-Genessean  country. 
The  barren  coast  of  Superior,  a  thousand  miles  away  from  their 
great  oooncil-fire,  was  trodden  by  their  warriors. 

The  IDinois  turned  pale  at  their  approach  on  the  shores  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  no  hatchets  were  redder  than  theirs  in  the 
Herculean  task  of  humbling  the  Lenni  Lenapes,  and  frjT  ever 
hushing  into  silence  their  boasting  tongues. 
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The  Chippewas,  a  valiant  people,  discomfitted  and  utterly  dis- 
mayed by  their  prowess,  fled  like  hunted  deer  to  the  remote  vil- 
lages of  the  Sioux.  The  \ou<r  and  bloody  wars  waged  by  the  Five 
Nations  with  the  Southern  tribes,  owed  their  origin  to  an  attack 
made  on  the  Senecas  in  one  of  their  distant  expeditions  to  the 
south  west,  by  a  party  of  Cherokees.  The  war-post  was  at  once 
struck,  and  the  confederates  joined  with  their  injured  brethren  in 
resenting  the  insult,  and  taming  the  pride  of  their  wily  antagonists. 
Though  a  vast  extent  of  territory  lay  between  the  hunting  grounds 
of  the  latter  and  the  central  fire  of  their  cantons,  the  dreaded 
war-whoop  of  the  Iroquois  \^s  heard  on  the  banks  of  the  Talla- 
poosa and  Ocmulgee.  Forbidding  wilds,  draped  in  the  long  gray 
moss  of  milder  latitudes,  and  swampy  fastnesses,  the  savage  haunts 
of  the  alligator  and  terrapin,  were  explored  by  the  infuriated  in- 
vaders. 

Nature  opposed  no  barrier  to  a  triumphant  campaign,  and  dis- 
tance was  no  obstacle  in  the  fearful  work  of  retaliation. 

Hiokatoo,  the  renoyvned  husband  of  the  "  White  Woman,"  was  a 
leader  in  one  of  these  wild  forays,  and  when  a  gray-haired  ancient, 
cheered  many  a  listening  circle  at  his  lodge  fire,  with  a  narrative 
of  his  exploits  on  that  occasion. 

Individuals  of  Cherokee  extraction,  still  reside  on  the  Tonawan- 
da  Reservation.  They  trace  their  descent  to  captives,  saved  from 
torture  at  the  stake,  and  adopted  as  tribesmen  by  their  victors. 

I  must  difier  from  many  writers,  misled  by  Heckewelder,  in  the 
opinion  that  compared  with  surrounding  nations,  the  Iroquois  were 
not  a  superior  race  of  men.  No  primitive  people  can  boast  of 
nobler  war  captains,  than  Kan-ah-je-a-gah,  Hon-ne-ya-was,  Brant, 
Hendrick  and  Skenandoah ;  —  no  abler  orators  and  statesmen  than 
Dekanissora,  Canassetego,  Logan  and  Red  Jacket. 

^  When  the  adventurous  Frenchmen  first  set  foot  on  Canadian  soil, 
in  1603,  he  found  the  tribes  of  the  League  settled  near  Hochelaga, 
on  the  site  of  Montreal.  Previous  to  this  eventful  period,  they  were 
said  to  have  been  a  peaceful  and  happy  people  —  more  inclined  to 
till  the  earth  than  follow  the  war-path.  The  unprovoked  encroach- 
ment of  the  Adirondacks  on  their  land  —  a  powerful  nation  residing 
300  miles  above  Trois-Ri vieres,  at  length  woke  their  latent  energies, 
Und  roused  their  martial  qualities.  After  their  expulsion  from  the 
banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  one  of  America's  mighty  arteries,  and 
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cooqiiering  the  Satanas  in  their  migrations,  they  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  empire  on  the  borders  of  our  beautiful  Lakes.  Seasoned, 
like  Caesar's  veterans,  by  hardship,  long  marches  and  victory,  tbej 
bravely  resisted  the  inroads  of  their  old  enemies,  the  Hurons  and 
Adirondacks.  Though  inferior  in  physical  force,  they  made  ample 
amends  therefor,  by  the  exercise  of  greater  prudence,  and  superior 
strategy.  Fighting  in  small  detached  parties,  and  under  intrepid 
leaders,  they  struck  blows  in  remote  points,  at  one  and  the  same 
moment  of  time,  producing  a  general  panic  and  surprise. 

In  turn,  assuming  the  offensive,  they  drove  back  the  invaden, 
disheartened  and  discomfitted,  to  the  neighborhood  of  Quebec. 
Then  came  the  tug  of  war.  Through  the  intervention  of  Jesuit 
influence,  so  puissant  in  the  17th  centur}%  that  Kings  and  Fontifi 
submitted  to  its  dictation,  the  Flrench  colonists  formed  an  allianoe 
with  the  vanquished  tribes.  Supplied  with  more  deadly  weapons— 
the  fire-locks  of  civilization  —  the  Algonquin  and  Huron  again 
struggled  for  the  mastery.  By  consulting  Colden,  we  learn  that 
previous  to  the  conflict  between  Champlain  and  the  Iroquois,  on  the 
Lake  that  bears  his  name,  the  latter  had  never  heard  the  thunder 
or  seen  the  lightning  of  the  pale  faces.  Though  defeated  on  that 
occasion,  they  were  not  humbled  ;  all  fear  of  consequences  was 
merged  in  a  feeling  of  deep  and  deadly  exasperation.  The  re- 
doubtable Champlain  himself,  was  doomed  a  few  years  after  to  fed 
the  heavy  weight  of  their  vengeance.  *  Incautiously  laying  siege 
to  one  of  their  forts  on  Onondaga  Lake,  in  October,  1015,  he  was 
twice  wounded  by  arrows,  and  forced  to  retire  in  disgrace  with  his 
motley  array  of  French  and  Indians. 

He  who  foils,  in  hard  encounter,  a  dexterous  swordsman,  with 
an  oaken  staff,  gives  proof  of  matchless  address  and  prowess— 
and  the  fact  that  the  Five  Nations,  recovering  from  the  effects  oft 
first  surprise,  boldly  maintained  their  ground,  even  at  this  period, 
and  often  played  an  aggressive  part,  proves  their  native  superiority, 
and  gives  them  indisputable  right  to  their  own  haughty  term  of 
designation  —  "  On-gui-hion-wi ' '  —  men  without  jwers. 

French  interference,  in  behalf  of  their  old  and  implacable  foes, 
only  developed  the  genius  of  their  Sachems,  and  attested  tlie  devo- 
tion of  their  warriors. 


i 
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It  was  extremely  impolitic  on  the  part  of  the  Canadian  colony, 
far  from  the  resources  of  the  mother  country,  thus  in  a  state  of  in- 
fancy, to  provoke  the  hate  of  unconquerable  tribes.  TJie  Charis- 
toone,  or  Iron  Workers,  as  they  termed  their  neighbors,  the  Dutch, 
and  after  their  decline,  the  English,  supplied  the  Konoshioni  with 
ammunition  and  arms.  Jealous  of  French  influence,  they  encouraged 
them  to  wage  a  war  that  should  ask  no  quarter,  and  know  no  end- 
ing, until  Canada  was  depopulated.  Then  -blacker  grew  the  tem- 
pest:—  from  the  pine  plains  of  Ske-nec-ta-da  to  the  great  Lake, 
a  gathering-cry  was  heard,  that  rang  through  the  arches  of  the 
forest,  more  dreadful  than  the  panther's  scream.  Towns  and  out- 
posts were  burned  —  the  Carignan  was  struck  down  at  his  door- 
stone,  and  the  settler  scalped  in  the  midst  of  his  clearing.  Neither 
age  nor  sex  was  spared. 

The  fur-trader  found  £^  red  grave  in  the  wilderness ;  even  the 
sentinel  was  shot  pacing  his  rounds,  and  the  unwary  batteauman 
dyed  with  his  heart's  best  blood  the  waters  of  Cataracqui. 

French  America,  through  the  administration  of  successive  Vice- 
roys of  Louis  XIV.,  atoned  for  her  folly  in  the  dispersion  of  her 
Abenaqui  —  the  sack  of  Montreal  —  the  defeat  of  her  faithful 
Hurons  under  the  guns  of  Quebec,  and  humiliating  irruptions  of  a 
foe  that  overran  the  province,  to  use  the  strong  figure  of  her  annal- 
ists, "  as  a  torrent  does  the  low-lands,  when  it  overflows  its  banks, 
and  there  is  no  withstanding  it." 

.  Compare  for  a  moment  the  Atahualpas  and  Huan  Capacs  of 
Peruvian  history,  with  the  dreaded  founders  and  rulers  of  this 
Aboriginal  League.  Though  mighty  armies  came  at  their  call, 
resplendant  with  gold  and  blazing  with  jewels,  they  were  routed  by 
Pizarro,  with  a  few  horsemen  at  his  back.  Charging  steed  and 
shouting  rider — deemed  by  the  silly  natives  one  animal,  like  the 
Centaur  of  fable — rattling  gun  and  the  blast  of  the  trumpet 
subdued  them  with  a  terror  that  no  appeal  to  patriotism  could 
overcome.  In  sight  of  their  homes  an^  altars,  thousands  were 
slain  like  unresisting  sheep,  the  survivors  bowing  their  necks  to  the 
yoke,  and  looking  tamely  on,  while  their  heart-broken  Incas  suffer- 
ed ignominious  death.  The  mighty  empire  of  the  Aztecs  had  ex- 
perienced a  few  years  before,  the  same  disastrous  fate  ;  it  crumbled 
away,  as  it  were,  in  a  night ;  the  splendor  of  its  adorning  more  ef- 
fectually insuring  its  destruction. 
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■« 

The  romantic  valor  of  a  few  Castiiian  adventurersy  ool weighed 
in  the  scale  of  conflict,  the  countless  multitndes  that  opposed  then. 

Montezuma  and  Guatimozin,  after  all,  were  nothing  more  thin 
royal  shailows,  notwithstanding  their  patient  martTrdom. 

The  sceptred  phantoms  invoked  by  the  weird  sisters  were  ks 
frail  and  unsubstantial,  for  they  inspired  fear — extorting  this  Asoi- 
derinir  crv  from  a  tvrant  and  reiricide,  blood  v  and  false  like  Cortez — 

*  Let  th»  pemidous  boor 

Stand,  aje.  aocnned  in  the  calendar." 

Of  diflerent  mould  and  mettle,  were  the  Sachems  and  Attotarhos 
of  the  Five  Nations.  They  were  endowed  with  the  will  to  dare — 
the  hand  to  execute.  Their  Garangulas  and  Decanissoras  —  their 
Oundiagas  and  Karistageas  united  to  indomitable  courage,  talenb 
for  negotiation,  and  resistless  eloquence. 

Less  brilliant  than  banded  states  that  paid  submissive  tribute  to 
the  Aztec  emperor,  there  was  more  stability  and  strength  in  their 
unwritten  compact  of  union.  Though  a  mere  handful,  compared 
with  the  swarmiDg  and  priest-ridden  slaves  of  Mexico,  they  pones- 
sed  an  inherent  valor  and  spirit  of  independence,  that  submitted  lo 
no  wrong,  and  brooked  no  rivalry.  Seldom  in  the  field  with  more 
than  a  thousand  warriors,  they  went  forth  conquering  and  to  con- 
quer —  bound  by  an  heraldic  tie  that  evoked  a  deeply-rooted  aenti- 
inent  of  regard  and  national  pride. 

Less  formidable  by  far  was  Spanish  inroad  at  the  extreme  soaA 
titan  French  military  power  on  this  continent  so  vainly  exerted, 
xiLiloT  De  Xonville  and  Frontenac,  to  overawe  and  subdue  then. 
•  and  it  can  scarcely  be  deemed  fancifid  to  assert,"  says  a  dii- 
tii^guished  writer,  •  **  that  had  Hernando  Cortez  entered  the  Mohawk 
valley  instead  of  that  of  ^Icxico,  with  the  force  he  actually  had,  his 
ranks  would  have  gone  dovin  under  the  skilfulness  of  the  Iroquoif 
ambtiscades,  and  himself  perished  ingloriously  at  the  stake.'* 

Wherever  they  were  urped  onward  by  a  martial  impulse  and 
ardor  that  no  difficulties  could  lessen  or  abate  —  whether  traversisg 
the  Appalachian  chain  or  western  prairie  —  the  fame  of  their  ex- 
ploits preceeding  them,  created  panic,  and  paralized  resistance. 
Though  thinned  in  niunber  by  long  and  bloody  wars,  they  were  fcar- 
Iblly  formidable  in  modem  times :  foes  in  our  revolutionary  struggfer 


PHELPS    AND  GOBHAM^S    PTTBGHAaX.  91 

they  proved  their  devotion  to  their  British  Father  at  Wyoming, 
Minnisink  and  mournful  Oriskany  —  friends  at  a  later  epoch,  of  our 
Union,  (hey  followed  Oundiakaand  Honneyawas  to  the  red  field  of 
Chippewa.  At  all  periods  of  their  history  —  flushed  with  triumph,  or 
clouded  by  disaster  —  there  has  been  no  decay  of  hereditary  valor. 

Whether  known  as  '  Massawomekes'  to  the  southern,  or  *  Na- 
dowa'  to  the  western  Tribes,  they  were  alike  terrible  and  invinci- 
ble. A  more  splendid  race  of  savages  never  launched  their  war- 
canoes  on  our  streams,  or  drew  bow  in  our  forests  ;  and  a  wild  mag- 
namity  throws  light  on  their  darker  traits,  in  their  practical  applica- 
tion of  the  motto,  "  parcere  subjectos,  et  extirpare  superbos."  Hu- 
manity blushes  to  recall  the  scenes  of  rape  and  hellish  licence  that 
have  followed  the  storming  of  towns,  and  sack  of  cities  in  the  old  world, 
but  an  Iroquois  warrior  was  never  known  to  violate  the  chastity  of 
a  female  prisoner. 

Often  a  chivalric  spirit  gave  an  air  of  romance  to  their  native 
daring.  After  a  successful  foray  into  an  enemy's  country,  pursu- 
ers on  the  trail,  finding  their  gage  of  mortal  defiance,  would  move 
with  greater  circumspection.  Like  the  generous  reptile  whose 
dread  rattle  arrests  the  step  of  the  hunter,  significant  tokens  dropped 
by  the  way,  warned  foemen  to  retire,  or  expect  no  mercy  at  their 
hands.  Thus  in  1606,  when  Frontenac's  army  was  on  the  Oswego, 
two  bundles  of  cut  rushes,  in  their  line  of  march,  a  numerical  sign, 
conveyed  the  startling  intelligence  that  more  than  fourteen  hundred 
warriors  were  on  the  watch  for  their  coming. 

Not  less  haughty  and  heroic  was  their  conduct  in  1779,  when  re- 
tiring before  the  greatly  superior  force  of  Sullivan.  They  bent  a 
tree,  and  twisted  its  rugged  top  around  the  trunk,  as  an  emblem  of 
their  own  situation  —  bent  but  not  broken  —  smitten,  but  not  over- 
thrown. 

Though  all  the  tribes  of  aboriginal  America  were  competitors ;  the 
palm  for  greatest  manifestation  of  mental  power  would  be  awarded 
to  this  extraordinary  people.  The  principle  of  unity  that  banded 
them  together,  offspring  of  profound  policy  that  lifts  them  above  the 
hunter  state  —  their  love  of  liberty  that  scorned  submission  to  foreign 
control ;  their  ability  to  cope,  in  council,  with  the  most  ykillful  diplo- 
matists of  a  boasted  civilization  —  the  wonderful  eloquence  of  their 
orators,'cha]lenging  comparison  with  the  finest  periods  of  Demos- 
thenes— their  self-reliance  that  laughed  at  the  menaces  of  kings — 
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their  long  adherence  to  one  great  fdan  of  conquest ; — bear  wilDess 
that  they  were  a  higfalv-^fted  race,  aad  may  well  make  them  object! 
oTintense  interest  to  the  poet,  phik«opher  and  historian.  The  climaie 
enjoyed,  and  the  country  occupied  by  them  were  favorable  to  the  de- 
velopement  of  a  noble  manhood.  Their  broad  domain  was  irrigated 
bv  streams  whose  rich  alluvia]  bottoms  rewarded  the  rudest  tiilaj!f 
with  a  full  supply  of  golden  maize :  its  forests  abounding  in  animak  of 
chase — bear,  bounding  deer,  majestic  moose  ai^d  elk — furnished 
their  lodge  boards  with  venison ;  and  the  lovely  lakes  that  spotted  ill 
rolling  surface,  paid  rich  tribute  to  the  bark-net,  and  barbed  spear  of 
the  fisherman. 

Man  owes  manv  of  his  characteristics  to  the  scenes  amid  which 
he  is  nursed,  and  the  grand,  geographical  features  of  Iroquois  efn- 
firt  were  sources  to  its  upholders  and  lords,  of  high,  ennobling 
thought.  Rivers  rushing  to  find  a  level  'either  in  the  gulfs  of  Si- 
Lawrence  and  Mexico,  or  in  the  intermediate  shores  of  the  AtlaL- 
tic  "  —  Erie  and  Ontario,  those  lonely  worlds  of  waters,  that  border- 
ed on  the  north  and  west,  with  a  blue  belt,  tlieir  hunting  grounds : 
the  Adirondack  chain,  with  its  deep  gorges,  vapory  cones,  and 
splintered  cliSs  —  old  mossj-  woods,  where  the  luysterious  wizkds 
awoke  their  wildest  music :  glades  basking  in  the  light,  and  glens, 
where  reigned  at  noon-day  a  sepulchral  gloom ;  and,  more  t^*^ 
all,  the  mighty  Cataract  of  Niagara,  sin^rin?  an  eternal  anlhem  at 
the  western  door  of  their  Long  House:  were  sights^  and  sounds  that 
found  a  reflex  and  an  echo,  not  only  in  their  magiiificeLt  traditions, 
but  in  the  sublime  imagery  and  symbolic  phraseology-  of  their 
orators.  Previous  to  the  overthrow  of  the  Neuter  Nation,  and 
subsequent  to  that  event,  of  the  Eries.  the  Seneca  country  extended 
westward  to  the  Genesee.  After  that  period  tliey  were  undisputed 
masters  of  the  soil  from  the  vallev  of  Pjeasant  Water,  to  lije  baiiks 
of  the  De-o-se-o-wa,  or  Bufialo  Creek.  Disputes  have  arisen  ainoni: 
antiqnarians,  as  to  the  question  whether  the  Kab-kwalis  ai.d  Eries 
tme  one  and  the  same  people.  AH  Indian  histoni-  proves  ih^t  a 
tribe  is  often  known  by  diverse  names  in  their  own  ion;rue.  as  well 
as  in  difierent  dialects.  For  example,  referrirjj?  to  their  jk*>'.i\oil  the 
Seoecas  were  called  '' Swan-ne-ho-ont,"  (door  on  tl^e  hinge )  — in 
refierence  to  the  place  of  their  origin —  an  elevated  folLt  at  the 
head  of  Canandaigua  Lake, ''  Nun-do-wa-ga."  or  people  of  the  III]]. 
Whether  known  as  Alkigan,  Erie»  or  Kah-kwah,  the  western  door- 
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keepers  struggled  many  years  in  vain  to  give  the  Long  House 
of  the  League  a  greater  extension.  For  the  first  time  since  quitdng 
their  Canadian  seats,  on  the  St.  Lawrence  and  its  tributaries,  were 
they  checked  in  their  march  toward  the  setting  sun.  Their  rivals 
in  arms  were  inclined,  while  hand  could  wield  hatchet,  not  to  sur- 
render without  a  blow  the  broad  spreading  chase-grounds  of  their 
Others :  —  and  a  glorious  land  it  was — a  Canaan  of  the  wilderness 
—well  worth  the  bloody  sacrifice  that  was  made  by  a  luckless  and 
gallant  people  in  defending  the  integrity  of  its  soil.  Opposed  to 
them  was  a  foe,  renowned  throughout  the  nations,  for  courage,  en- 
durance, enterprise   and  boundless  ambition. 

The  latter  assign  as  cause  of  war,  the  defeat  of  the  Kah-kwahs 
in  ball  playing,  and  other  athletic  sports,  though  the  challenging 
party. 

I  am  inclined  to  believe,  however,  that  the  Senecas  were  the  ag* 
gressors,  —  competitors  for  the  spoils  in  one  of  those  games  of  life 
and  death  that  the  human  race,  savage  and  civilized,  have  played  in 
all  ages  and  in  all  lands. 

Their  fierce  and  restless  natures  could  ill  l)ear  aught  that  blocked 
the  way  to  a  more  extended  rule: — bounds  to  their  supremacy, 
westward,  were  not  to  be  found  on  the  Genesee,  while  beyond  its 
channel  lay  one  of  the  fairest  gardens  of  this  western  World.  It 
was  an  easy  task  for  their  subtle  minds  to  frame  a  pretext  —  a  much 
harder  one  for  their  strong  right  arms  to  wrest  a  priceless  heritage 
from  its  heroic  defenders. 

In  August  of  the  year  1653,  Father  Le  Mo}Tie  —  known  among 
red  men  as  Ondcssonk  —  visited  the  Onondagas,  and  found  them 
bitterly  bewailing  the  loss  that  the  confederacy  had  sustained  in  the 
massacre  of  the  great  Seneca  Chief  ^*  An-nen-cra-os "  by  their 
enemies,  the  Kah-kwahs.  The  war  raged  for  a  time  without  any 
very  disastrous  result  to  either  party. 

Unaided  by  their  eastern  brethren,  the  Senecas,  however,  triumph- 
ed in  the  first  general  engagement  —  unmistakeable  proof  of  their 
hidi,  martial  qualities  ;  for  their  opponents  displayed  a  desperate 
hardihood,  on  that  day,  worthy  of  a  more  fortunate  issue. 

Some  writers  are  of  opinion,  that  the  battle  was  fought  near  the 
Honeoye  outlet,  and  midway  between  Canandaigua  Lake  and  the 
Genesee  River :  —  others  locate  the  scene  of  carnage  more  than  a 
day  s  march  from  the  old  village  of  Cannewaugus,  in  a  westward 
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direction.  The  place  of  final  conflict  is  better  known.  LeaYiog 
more  than  half  of  their  warriors,  pierced  by  the  shafts,  and  crashed 
by  the  war  clubs  of  the  conquerors,  the  survivors  fled  to  their  prin- 
cipal village,  and  strong-hold  on  the  De-o-se-o-wa. 

Reinforced  by  tAeir  allies,  the  Senecas  pursued  and  attacked  them 
in  their  fortress.  After  a  brave  resistance  a  feeble  remnant  of  the 
once  haughty  Eries  fled  from  their  old  hearth-stones  and  posseisioDS 
to  an  Island  of  the  Allegany  ;  but  a  foe  was  on  their  trail,  truer 
than  the  sleuth-hound  when  he  has  tasted  blood.  The  unhappy 
fugitives,  surprised  in  their  encampment,  fled  oown  the  river,  uiukr 
cover  of  night,  losing  forever  in  distant  wilds,  their  identity  as  a 
nation.  A  few,  saved  from  the  general  slaughter  and  dispersicm, 
were  adopted  by  the  confederates  ;  for  by  this  politic  course,  they 
in  part,  repaired  the  dreadful  ravages  of  war,  and  postponed  the 
dismal  hour  of  their  own  inevitable  declension  and  faO. 

I  cannot  forbear,  in  my  brief  sketch  of  their  extirpation,  firon 
closing  in  the  eloquent  words  of  my  friend  Marshall :  —  **  They  are 
a  people  of  whom  there  is  scarcely  a  memorial,  save  the  name  of 
the  Lake  that  washes  the  shore  they  ruled.  Fit  mausoleum  of  an 
extinct  tribe !  Even  the  vague  tradition  that  transmits  their  mem- 
ory, will  soon  be  lost,  with  the  last  remnant  of  the  '  Nun-de-wa-gat' 
that  swept  them  from  existence." 

Enraged  by  continued  infraction  of  their  territory,  during  the  ad- 
ministration of  De  la  Barre,  by  the  passage  of  French  trading 
parties  to  the  south  west,  laden  with  material  to  arm  t^ieir  enemies, 
the  Senecas  began  hostilities  by  wresting  from  them  their  powder 
and  lead  —  seizing  their  canoes,  and  dismissing  them,  homeward, 
with  threats  of  torture  and  death  if  they  ever  returned.  In  his  in- 
structions to  the  French  Governor,  on  receipt  of  the  alarming  intelli- 
gence, Louis  XIV.  recommended  a  prompt  invasion  of  the  hostile 
country,  and  directed  that  all  prisoners  of  war  taken  in  the  cam- 
paign, when  opportunity  offered,  should  be  shipped  to  France,  re- 
marking, in  his  despatch,  that  **  the  Iroquois,  being  stout  and  robust 
would  serve  with  advantage  in  his  galleys.' 

What  plan,  by  the  rash  Bourbon,  couM  have  been  devised,  I  ask, 
more  certain  than  this  to  undermine  his  sovreignty  on  this  conti- 
nent ?  An  attempt  to  enslave  a  high  spirited  race,  that  preferred 
Uberty  to  life,  was  a  long  stride,  on  the  part  of  French  America* 
low^ards  certain  destruction.    Captives,  treacherously  seiied,  wero* 
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vrjiIiT  Carried  to  France^  in  pusoranoe  of  roy&l  policy,  and  forced 
inu>  deerakliiii!  sMrice. 

A:  a  sub«<jucTit  }>eriod  they  were  Iiberateil  and  laden  with  pres- 
fntL  brcHuiht  hack  to  Canada.  But  the  dra^on-tceth  had  heen  sown* 
tnd  St  was  »oo  late  to  hope  for  a  burial  of  the  hatchet.  The  insult 
«as  cue  that  the  Five  Nations  would  iwither  foiget  nor  foipve : — 
and  many  w^ere  the  bloody  scalps  that  soon  hung  drying  in  the 
snk^ke  of  their  wigwams.  De  la  Bam?'s  expedition  to  La  Famine, 
(T  Hungry  Bay,  in  ompliance  with  the  royal  pleasure,  \i"as  attended 
by  dij^astrous  results.  A  terrible  distemper  brcd^e  out  in  his  camp. 
atku  the  half>  famished  troops,  spuming  restraints  of  discipline,  clanMr- 
ei  for  speedy  departure  to  their  homes. 

While  thus  in  a  condition  to  become  an  easy  prey  for  enemies, 
erer  on  the  watch,  he  endeavored  to  achieve  by  diplomacy  what  he 
ccvJid  not  effect  by  force.  Messengers  were  sent  entreating  the  Five 
XatioTis  to  meet  him  in  council  on  the  shore  of  the  Lake. 

The  Mohawks  and  Senecas  returned  a  hauchtv  reftisal,  but  the 
ppmaining  tr:K?s  complied  with  his  request.  The  speech  of  GantB- 
cnJa,  on  that  occasion,  h,Tis  been  justly  deemed  a  master-piece  of 
airxunent  and  eloquence. 

De  la  Barre  had  indulired  in  itile  bravadcf,  thinking  that  his  real 
sitDaTi'on  was  unknown  to  his  eagle-^yed  adversary  ;  and  nothing 
coaid  have  astonished  him  more  than  the  picture  drawn  by  the 
sarcastio  chief,  of  his  utter  inabilitv  to  strike  a  Wow — or  more 
caHIr^  to  a  soldier's  pride,  than  the  taunting  language  that  he  em- 

•H?ar.  Yonnondio!  our  Wv^niL^n  had  taken  their  clubs,  our  chil- 
dren and  Oid  n-^en  had  carried  their  bows  and  an\^>\'s  into  the  heart 
vv  yocr  camp,  if  our  warrior?  had  not  disarmed  them,  and  kept 
theiTi  back.'* 

S>-^n  after  this  sijnal  exposuiv  of  his  weakness,  the  Governor 
rv::iraed  to  Canada,  with  a  dispirited  army,  and  a  tarnished  reputa- 

Th*  Marquis  Do  Xor.ville,  successaor  of  De  la  Barre.  thouirh  an 
»:c •'caplished  oincer.  w;\s  taught  a  still  sterner  lesson  in  16S7.  in 
Ju  y  of  that  year,  with  two  thousand  regulars  and  militia,  and  a 
u^>usaDd  triendiv  Indians,  he  landed  at  "^O-nvui-da-on-da-cwat."  or 
lro:Je<;uoit  B.'iy.  The  pi  .-in  of  ca:np.\ign  was  to  attack  the  dread- 
ed ^  Long-hou5ie, 'at  a  point  never  before  invaded*  by  securing 


96  FHELF8   ASD  OOBHAM^S    FUBGHASE. 

^rreater  chances  of  success.  In  crushing  the  Senecas,  jnsthr  re- 
garded the  most  ferocious  and  lormidable  of  the  Fire  NitHRBw 
the  Marquis  hoped  to  curb  the  pride,  and  paralize  the  power  of 
their  strong  League  for  ever.  Great  g!ory  would  also  accrue  to 
his  name,  in  conquering  a  region,  and  annexing  it  to  the  crowi 
of  France,  unsurpassed  in  beauty  and  fertility,  "of  regular  set- 
sons,"  mild  of  climate,  intersected  by  numerous  lakes  and  liven, 
and  said,  by  writers  cf  the  period,  to  be  '^  capable  of  bearing  al 
the  fruits  of  Touraine  and  Provence." 

In  addition,  by  erecting  a  fort  at  "  the  extremity  of  a  tongue  of 
land  between  the  Niagara  River  and  Lake  Ontario,"  he  intended  to 
secure  uninterrupted  command  of  the  great  lakes,  monopoGxe  the 
beaver  trade,  and  furnish  a  place  ot  rendezvous  and  supplies  for  tk 
savage  allies  of  France  in  their  wars  with  the  Iroquois. 

After  building  a  redoubt,  manned  by  sr^veral  companies,  to  pro- 
tect the  canoes  and  batteaux,  four  hundred  in  number,  De  Noo- 
ville  put  his  army  in  motion.  Warned  of  the  danger,  the  main 
body  of  the  Seneca  warriors  hastened  to  remove  (heir  old  men, 
women  and  children  to  places  of  safety,  leaving  a  hundred  picked 
men  at  a  small  fort  to  act  as  a  corps  of  observation,  and  doKlT 
watch  the  progress  of  the  invaders. 

The  latter,  informed  that  ^  Yonnondio "  was  on  the  war-paih, 
sent  runners  to  tlieir  friends,  and  350  vounsr  men  turned  back  to 
give  him  a  suitable  reception. 

An  ambuscade  was  skillfullv  laid  on  a  small  wooded  hiU.  about 
half  a  mile  from  the  Indian  castle  of  Ganaganro,  at  the  fool  of 
which  was  a  deep  and  dangerous  defile. 

■The  scouts  of  the  army,  on  the  second  day  of  their  march,  passed 
without  being  molested,  or  observing  their  crafty  enemies,  even  to 
the  com  fields  of  the  village.  The  lions  of  the  Genesee  hv 
rr  inched  in  their  hidden  lair,  to  pounce  on  more  formidable  prey. 
Xo  note  of  alarm  being  heard,  command  was  given  to  centre  and 
wiciT?  to  quicken  their  movements.  ThirJving  that  the  brave*  of 
the  nation  had  fled,  and  that  they  would  meet  with  no  oppositioc. 
the  French  plunced  rashiv  into  the  defile.  While  in  contused  arrav, 
the  dreaded  and  blood -curdling  war  whoops  of  the  Iroquois  rane  in 
their  ear^  tollowed  bv  a  heavv  vollev  of  musketrv.  While  their 
bravest  went  down  under  the  cl^yse  discharsre,  the  tbrem«>st  ranks 
recoiled :  then,  emulating  French  speed  at  the  •*  Battle  of  the  spars." 
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shamefully  fled,  disorganizing  the  whole  line,  and  carrying  dismay 
in  their  course.  "Battalions," — says  La  Hontan,  a  spectator,  and 
the  historian  of  the  fight  —  "  separated  into  platoons,  that  ran  with- 
out order,  pell-mell,  to  the  right  and  left,  not  knowing  whither  they 
went.''  A  more  vivid  picture  of  utter  overthrow  for  the  time,  and 
the  contagion  of  fear,  could  not  be  drawn.  ^ 

Before  the  panic  subsided,  the  Senecas  broke  cover,  and  charged 
the  flying  foe,  tomahawk  in  hand. 

Many  of  the  fugitives  were  slain,  but  the  pursuers  followed  too 
far,  losing  the  advantage  of  a  thick  wood,  and  strong  position.  Such 
was  their  paucity  of  numbers,  that  they  could  only  for  a  brief  period 
make  head  against  a  host.  By  rallying  his  routed  troops,  and 
making  a  combined  attack  of  regulars,  militia  and  Indians,  De  Non- 
ville  checked  the  Senecas,  and  after  a  valiant  stand,  and  desperate 
efforts  to  stem  the  refluent  tide  of  conflict,  they  were  compelled 
reluctantly  to  give  way. 

Spartan  prowess  could  have  done  no  more.  A  General,  thirty 
years  in  service,  and  a  favorite  officer  of  **the  Magnificent  Louis," 
had  been  surprised ;  his  savage  hordes,  colonial  levies,  and  veteran 
regiments  disordered,  charged  and  driven  back  by  a  much  smaller 
force  than  his  own  rear-guard  —  and  only  saved,  by  overwhelming 
numbers,  from  the  crowning  disgrace  of  a  disastrous  defeat. 

Though  repulsed,  the  Senecas  were  not  disheartened,  and  when 
challenged,  in  their  retreat,  to  stand  and  fight,  halted  on  the  brow 
of  a  hill,  and  replied :  —  "  Come  on,  four  hundred  to  our  four  hun- 
dred, and  we  have  but  a  hundred  men,  and  three  hundred  boys,  and 
we  will  fight  you  hand  to  fist."  *  It  is  unnecessary  to  remark  that 
the  proposition  was  not  accepted,  for  we  have  French  authority  for 
saying  that  the  Iroquois  were  more  skillful  in  the  use  of  the  gun 
than  Europeans,  f 

If  De  Nonville  was  the  chivalrous  soldier  and  christian,  that 
Charlevoix  represents  him  to  have  been,  he  left  his  good  name  be- 
hind hijri  in  this  unfortunate  expedition.  In  his  report  of  the  battle 
he  has  mingled  much  that  is  obviously  false,  an  act  unworthy  of  a 
gallant  gentleman ;  and  he  little  honored  the  christian  character, 
by  permiting  his  wampum-decked  allies,  whose  poltroonry  was  only 


•  Doc.  "Hi«.'»  Vol  7,  p.  248. 
tDoc"Hia"  p.231. 
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surpasoed  by  their  horrid  barbarities,  to  torture  the  helpfe»  azhl 
wounded,  breathing  defiance  to  the  lost,  that  fell  into  his  hanifaL 

How  can  we  reconcile  with  common  ideas  of  honor,  his  officol 
statement,  that  the  skulking  Ottawas  performed  their  duty  adnyraUr 
in  the  action,  with  a  passage  in  his  published  letter  to  the  Minimr 
in  which  he  bitterly  denounces  their  cowardice  and  cruekj?  Hov 
can  we  reconcile  his  idle,  and  vain-gtorious  claim  to  ao 
blootlless  victory,  with  La  Hontan's,  that  besides  twenty-two 
ded,  an  hundred  Frenchmen, 'and  ten  savages  were  slain? 

The  Baron's  honest  narrative,  so  little  flattering  to  the 
pride  of  his  countrymen,  is  corroborated,  in  the  main,  by  olkr 
witnesses  of  the  engagement  Well  might  an  indignant  ssvagi; 
in  view  of  their  utter  inefficiency  to  cope  with  the  ^  Westeni  B*- 
mans,*'  sneerincly  exclaim,  that  "they  were  only  fit  to  make  wartt 
Indian  corn,  and  bark  canoes ; "  for  there  is  proof  on  record,  tkc 
the  French  officers,  at  Mount  Royal,  jeered  one  another  for  ham 
appalled  by  the  Seneca  war  whoop  to  such  a  degree,  as  to  U 
terror-stricken  and  poweriess  to  the  ground.  * 

The  memory  of  iDustrious  women  who  have  nnatched,  in 
of  altar  and  hearth,  the  deeds  of  the  sterner  sex,  has  been 
in  song,  and  honored  by  the  Historic  Muse.  Joan  of  Arc,  and  the 
dark -eyed  maid  of  Saragossa,  in  all  coming  time,  will  be  chivalac 
watchwords  for  France  and  Spain,  but  not  less  worthy  of  reoGvi 
and  poetic  emhalmment  were  the  five  devoted  heroines  who  foDowoi 
their  red  lords  to  the  battle-field,  near  ancient  Ganagano,  lai 
fought  with  unflinching  rescdution  by  their  sides,  t  ChOdrea  <f 
fvch  wives  could  not  be  othenxise  than  valianL  **  Brintr  back  vom 
fhieM,  or  be  brought  upon  it"  was  the  Sfiartan  mother's  ttem  » 
junction  to  her  son  ;  but  roused  to  a  higher  pitch  of  cauraf>e,  ife 
wild  daughters  of  the  (renesee  stood  in  the  {perilous  pass,  and,  it 
defence  of  their  forest  homes,  "turned  not  back  from  the  sword — 
the  thunder  of  the  captains,  and  the  shouting/* 

Tlie  results  of  this  ill-conceived  irruption  into  the  Seneca 
ton.  thowgS  preceded  by  months  of  bu?y  preparation,  great 
fmmption  of  material,  and  attended  by  the  pomp  and  parade  of 
may  be  summed  up  in  few  words. 

•  IV«-.  •Hml"  Vol  1.  !>.  246. 

♦  Doc.  -Hik"  Vol  1.  p,  fUk. 
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A  battle  was  fought  in  which  the  field  was  won  by  the  French  — 
die  ^ory  by  their  foe.  Then  a  few  unarmed  prisoners  were  tor- 
tured,  corn  fields  laid  waste,  and  bark  villages  burned,  followed  by 
alarms  that  caused  a  precipitate  retreat  to  their  boats,  harrassed 
every  step  of  the  way  by  hovering  parties  in  pursuit.  Embarking 
at  Irondequoit,  after  the  loss  of  about  twenty  men,  *  they  coasted 
al^  the  Lake,  leaving  a  feeble  garrison  at  Niagara  to  defend  an 
iiolated  post 

The  greater  part  of  them,  soon  after,  including  the  commander, 
De  Troyes,  while  closely  besieged  by  the  Iroquois,  fell  victims 
widiin  their  stockade,  to  the  not  less  fearful  assaults  of  famine  and 
disease. 


CHAPTER  II. 


OOIfTUCTING  CLAIMS  TO  WESTBEN   NEW  TOEK INDIAN   TEEATIES 

THE   LESSEE  COMPANY THE  MILfFAET  TEACT. 


Ie  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783,  which  ended  the  Revolutionary 
war,  England,  forgetful  of  their  obligations  to  the  Six  Nations, 
most  of  whom  had  served  them  faithfully,  as  the  devastated  fron- 
tier settlements  fully  attested,  made  no  provisions  for  their  allies ; 
but  left  them  to  the  mercy  or  discretion  of  those  against  whom  they 
had  carried  on  a  long  and  sanguinary  warfare.  "  The  ancient 
country  of  the  Six  Nations,  the  residence  of  their  ancestors,  from 
the  time  far  beyond  their  earliest  traditions,  was  included  in  the 
boundary  granted  to  Americans."  f     According  to  the  usages  of 


*  **We  hftTe  the  newg  of  Kcnuui,  that  the  Indians  haro  taken  8  men,  1  woman,  8 
erovna  or  acaipa.  and  killtxl  n«nr  upon  120  men  at  the  place  where  the  UarkH  lay." 

[Maj.  Schuyler  to  Got.  bongan.  Doc  Uu.  t.  1  p.  2S5. 

tMeniorial  of  the  Six  Nations,  presented  to  Lord  Camden. 


24  1  :^:i4 
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war  and  the  laws  of  civilized  nations,  they  were  a  conquered  peo- 
ple, and  their  country  forfeited  to  the  conqueror.  Bat  the  autboii- 
ties  of  our  General  and  State  Governments  did  not  choose  to  applj 
so  stringent  a  rule  to  the  simple  natives,  who  were  anleamed  m 
reference  to  the  position  in  which  their  action  in  the  war  had  pb- 
^  ced  them,  and  had  been  the  dupes  of  their  unprincipled,  nngrati^ 
and  neglectful  employers.  A  strong  disposition  prevailed  in  the 
state  to  regard  their  lands  a  forfeit — especially  among  those  who 
hail  suffered  most  at  their  hands ;  at  one  period,  the  State  Legisla- 
ture entertained  such  a  proposition  —  with  so  much  favor,  that  it 
ifl  probable  it  would  have  prevailed,  but  for  the  decided  opposition  of 
CJeneral  Schuyler,  aided  by  the  influence  of  Washington,  with  the 
( General  Government.  A  different  course  was  dictated  by  a  feeliog 
of  humanity,  as  well  as  that  of  economy ;  for  renewed  war  and 
cniK|uost  would  have  been  far  more  ex|)ensive  than  peace  negotia* 
tion  and  purchase  proved  to  be.  The  wiser  and  better  policj 
jireviiiled. 

The  cessation  of  hostilities  on  the  part  of  those  to  whom  they  had 
lately  been  allies,  left  them  in  an  embarrassing  position.     England 
had  made  a  peace,  and  left  her  allies  in  the  field  to  fight  it  oat,  or 
SL*(*k  a  |)eace  u|M)n  their  own  account.     British  perfidy  has  seldom , 
been  more  clearly  exhibited. 

Previous  to  the  cession  by  all  the  states,  of  lands  within  their 
l>oun(iaries  to  the  Genend  Government,  the  respective  rights  of 
(leneral  and  State  Governments  were  but  illy  defined ;  andsofitf 
as  this  State  was  concerned,  especially,  a  collision  was  had.  As 
early  as  April,  1784,  the  Legislature  of  this  State  passed  an  act, 
making  x\\o  Govenu»r  and  a  Board  of  commissioners  the  Supcrin* 
tendents  of  Indian  atfairs.  The  commissioners  designated  were  :  — 
Abraham  Cuvler,  Peter  Schuvler,  Henr\'  Glen,  who  associated  iiith 
them,  Philip  Schuyler,  Rol^^rt  Yates,  Abraham  Ten  Broeck.  A. 
Yates,  jr..  P.  W.  Yates,  Jt»hn  J.  Beekman,  Mathew  Vischer.  Gen. 
Gane svoi^rt.  Governor  Goorce  Clinton,  as  the  head  of  the  Board, 
aiKsuined  the  IalH>ring  oar  of  nei^^tiution.     The  services  of  the  mis- 


iht-irahl  '^»iur  **f  the  wt«»!vr.»  iiiixix<n^  aiui  lm^■•■nJ^s^  Uii-  war.    The  Tt*rj«-:*bK'  cLief 

si^T^  thai  lh«*Si\  NaiK*r.»  w^'iA  u»  \}jc  i:\«tv  if  Vx-n  SlaXi^ii.  -^vt  a*  a  c..:.4UcfiJ 
\<tx>|'!f  «uriu^  &«  |MWv,  tut  viih  anxto  iu  ibelr  haii\U. 
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sionary,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kirkland,  of  Peter  Ryckman,  Jacob  Reed, 
James  Deane,  Major  Fonda,  Col.  Wemple,  Major  Fry,  Col.  Van 
Dyke,  —  most  of  whom  had  been  Indian  traders  or  captives  —  were 
enlisted.  Peter  Ryckman  became  to  the  Board,  a  species  of 
"  winged  Mercury,"  flying  from  locality  to  locality —  now  at  Oneida, 
then  at  Kanadesaga,  then  at  Niagara,  consulting  with  Brant ;  and 
next  at  Albany,  reporting  the  result  of  his  conferences  with  the 
statesmen  and  diplomatists  of  the  forest.  The  time  and  place 
of  a  treaty  was  partially  agreed  upon. 

In  the  mean  time.  Congress  had  contemplated  a  general  treaty 
with  the  Indians,  bordering  upon  the  settlements  in  New  York, 
Pennsylvania  and  Ohio ;  and  had  appointed  as  its  commissioners, 
Oliver  Wolcott,  Richard  Butler  and  Arthur  Lee.  A  correspond- 
ence took  place  between  the  New  York  Board  and  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  United  States,  in  which  the  question  of  jurisdiction, 
the  respective  rights  to  treat  with  the  Indians,  was  seriousjy  involv- 
ed.  The  New  York  Commissioners  found  the  Indians  generally 
averse  to  treating  with  a  State,  but  generally  disposed  to  meet  the 
"  Thirteen  Fires,"  and  hold  a  treaty  of  peace  jointly  with  their 
people  of  some  of  the  western  nations.  Most  of  the  spring  and 
summer  of  1784,  was  consumed  by  endeavors  of  the  New  York 
Board  to  get  a  council  of  the  Six  Nations  convened.  On  the  first 
of  September,  they  met  at  Fort  Schuyler  —  deputies  from  the  Mo- 
hawks, Cayugas,  Onondagas  and  Senecas.  The  Oneidas  and  Tus- 
caroras  held  back ;  but  deputations  from  them,  were  brought  in  by 
runners  on  the  third  day.  The  deputies  of  these  two  nations  were 
first  addressed  by  Governor  Clinton.  He  assured  them  of  a  dis- 
position to  be  at  peace;  disclaimed  any  intention  to  deprive  them 
of  their  lands ;  proposed  a  settlement  of  boundaries ;  and  warned 
them  against  disposing  of  their  lands  to  other  than  commissioners 
regularly  appointed  by  the  State  of  New  York,  who  would  treat 
with  them  for  lands,  when  they  were  disposed  to  sell  them.  In  re- 
ply to  this  speech,  a  delegate  of  the  two  nations  expressed  their 
gratification  that  the  war  had  ended,  and  that  they  could  now  meet 
t  and  "  smoke  the  pipe  of  peace."  "  You  have  come  up,"  said  he, 
L  "what  has  been  an  untiodden  path  to  you  for  many  y^rs;  and 
■  thia  path  which  you  have  seen  as  you  have  confe  along,  has  been 
strewed  with  blood.  We,  therefore,  in  our  turn,  console  your  loss- 
^  et  and  sorrows  during  these  troublesome  times.    We  rejoice  that 
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Toa  hare  opeDed  the  path  of  peace  to  this  ooostir.''  He  thaxikBd 
the  coxnmissioiiers  for  their  advice  to  the  Oceidas  azid  Tnacancm. 
Dot  to  listen  to  iDdividuals  nrho  proposed  the  porchaae  of  their 
lazkls. 

At  this  stage  of  the  cooncO,  the  Cayuga  and  Tnscaroca  ckaA 
exhibited  a  letter  from  the  oomoiiasioDers  of  Cc>Dgress.  The  kaor 
was  read.  It  informed  the  Indians  that  tfiev,  the  commiBiooe&. 
were  appcNOted  by  Congress  **  to  Kttle  a  general  peace  with  aB  lk 
Indian  nations,  from  the  Ohio  to  the  Great  Lake  "  —  that  theGor- 
emor  of  New  York  had  no  authovity  from  Cor.gress :  but  as  he  bd 
invitad  the  Indians  to  assemble  at  Fort  Stanwix.  on  the  S0th  d 
September,  the  comtnissioDers,  to  sare  the  trouble  of  two 
would  alter  the  determination  of  holding  their  council  ai 
and  meet  them  at  For  Stanwix  on  the  dav  named. 

Got.  Clinton  next  addressed  the  *"  Sachems  and  warrkm  of  lk 
Mohawks,  Ononda:ra5s  Cayugas,  and  Senecas."  He  assured  Ami 
that  what  was  a  colonv  had  bec<:>me  a  Slate  :  that  he  and  his  fnesfk 
had  met  them  to  of»en  the  paths  of  peace,  lo  establijh  thai 
reJati^'n  that  existed  between  the  Indians  and  tlieir  white 
previous  lo  the  war.  Some  passages  of  the  Goremor's  fspeedi 
as  tru^y  eloquent  as  any  thins  ihat  wil"  be  ioui.d  amonc  our 
record?.  He  said :  **  The  council  fires  which  was  lighted  boditf 
Albany  and  Onondana  by  our  ancen:ir?  and  ihr»5e  of  the  Six  3i»- 
tions.   which  burned  sc*  bricht  and  sh<:»ne  with  so  friendlr  aBi^ 

mm-  m  ^ 

OTer  c«ur  comnwra  country,  has  unhappily  leen  aliTiOsi  extincrnM 
br  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain.  I  Lr.w  cTsther  tocetherat  te 
place  the  remaininj:  brands,  add  fresh  fuel,  and  with  the  true  tptH 
of  recc»ncilifcticio  and  rettiming  friendsJii:'.  rekindle  the  fire,  in  hcftf 
itiat  no  future  events  mar  ever  arise  to  extinru«Fh  jt :  but  thai 
and  we,  and  the  offspring  of  us  both,  may  en^oy  its  benign  inl 
as  iorsr  as  the  sun  shall  shine,  nr  waters  flow."  In  reference  1* 
the  lettei?  of  the  commissioners  rf  C<«ngre9«.  he  assured  them  tkft 
their  business  was  with  Indiaiis  residing  o\ii  of  anv  State  :  but  lU 
Xew  York  had  a  right  to  deal  with  those  residing  within  her 


The  answer  to  the  Govemor's  speech  was  made  by  Brant    Br 
said  that  "  it  meets  with  oor  dispositions  axKl  feeling?  c«f  oar 
in  reiereDce  to  the  re^Kctire  claims  of  Congress  and  Xew  Y 
to  txeal  with  the  Indiaos,  he  tbaught  it  Btnnge  that  *"  there 
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boiies  to  manage  the  same  business.**  Several  speeches 
L^*Tr>»A  Brant  and  Cornplanter  being  the  spoilsmen  of  the  Indi- 
d».  The  utoKVt  hamvwy  prevailed :  the  Indian  oratore  tzeaticg 
l!  sr:>ject5  adn>itlv.  manifesting  a  dispcx^ition  to  make  a  treaty,  but 
fv^iecL'v  intendir::  to  stave  oflT  anv  direct  action,  until  ihev  met 
1  rt?cr:cL!  the  U.  S.  Commissiooers.  To  a  proposition  froni  Gov. 
ni2r*xi.  that  the  St:ite  of  Xew  York  would  look  for  a  cession  of 
askfa'  to  he?p  "  indemnify  them  ttor  the  expenses  and  sacriftces  of 
iif  TIT : "  they  replied,  admitting  the  justice  of  the  claim,  but  say- 
rc  ^ey  irere  p^aw  ambais^^adors.  and  had  no  authority  to  dispose 
s  lir-i5.  The  council  broke  up  after  distributing  pres-ents*  and 
rtT■;:^•  Lhe  Indians  a  supply  of  provisions  tor  subsistence  while 
TCtrru:  ••-^  r.;eet  the  U.  S.  Ci^mmissioners. 

Tbe  treatv  of  Fort  Stanw-.x  followed,  conducted  bv  the  United 
&a:es  Cor.i-.vjsroners.  Oliver  Wolcolt.  Richard  Butler,  and  Arthur 
Lee.  Xo  reo>rd  of  the  proceedings  exist  in  our  public  archives : 
if  5?DeraI  result  is  however  known.  Terms  of  peace  were  con- 
iifcd :  the  western  Kxindanes  ot"  the  Six  Nations  were  so  fixei 
»  to  ecSrre  the  "  carrvin?  place"  ihi  the  Xiacara  river  thev  had 
itTXicsIv  ceded  to  the  Kins:  of  Great  Britian,  and  startinc  from 
At  2>.xith  of  Buf&Io  Creek,  was  to  be  a  line  runn:ngdue  south  to 
if  ^•x*ijem  bocrdarv  of  Penrsvlvania :  thence  west  to  the  er.u  ot* 
^  yyzrdxrr :  thence  south  alons:  the  west  boundarv  of  said  S;ate 
^  ie  river  Ohi«x     The  treatv  was  effected  with  considerable  diifi- 

« 

:«rr.  a  'ar^  runiber  of  the  Indians  insistinsr  that  it  shou\i  be  szvr.- 
nl  isd  en^brace  the  western  Indians,  so  that  all  questions  of  Kiun- 
mfs  c-Xild  be  settled  at  once.  Brant  was  absent,  transactire 
Bce  bcsir.e^  with  the  Governor  of  Canadx  Had  he  been  present, 
t  m  iocrru!  whether  anv  treatv  would  have  been  conclude^!.  Roil 
icket.  then  a  youth,  made  his  tirst  public  speech,  and  as  Levasseur. 
wiio  ier.vei  his  intormation  thxn  La  Favette.)  savs :  —  "His  speech 
ru  \  masterpiece,  and  every  warrior  who  heard  him,  was  carrie\i 


X?TB. — La  Fxj«cse  v:»  fwwct  xz  xhie  tKtroi  Fort  Suavix.  Aftvr  dh>  fai^  vf 
sv  vvank  dbr  jegntftvqg  Frvadiaan.  ibe  cvvopaajoa  of  Wwiuxuctca.  vni  xhit  ^Mkl.v*» 
L  TSe  AztKY  >r»  pcvwn:  is  thif  i&C«frrwv.  A  ^x'ocvHzrK  \^(  ci:sir&^ 
^ctfii  iyt  Btfttrir  rvv»  «i3in^  av-amiv  tlii^  vriT&t  ojT  the  ftoAm  Kms  fri>ia 
hki  Swa  <ku::«mhi  bj  tSe  cociau:sap  «.>f  Ert«  cocscr.  k«  cvqvvt  La 

o^  a  Mn:c  <um:u::ttfte  »>  kiMD  lifce  a^^  caivft*  cr\*ri  ja  lao-il^r.cv  — 
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away  with  his  eloquence."  He  strondy  protested  against  ceding 
^^Jiy  th/s  hunting  crround.^  of  his  people  at  the  west,  and  boldly 
vivfjoaled  a  renewal  of  the  war.  The  better  councils  of  Com- 
planf^r,  howrrver,  prevniled.  The  so  highly  extolled  eloquence  of 
Ked  Jarkf-t,  had  little  in  it  of  practicability.  The  Six  Natlocs 
airr'^cd  to  surrender  all  of  their  captives,  most  of  whom  had  been 
lirouc^ht  to  the  treaty  irround  for  that  purpose.  The  commissionen 
in  Uhnlf  of  the  United  State?,  guaranteed  to  the  Six  Nations  the 
f|iiiet  [>o<i.«*<ision  of  the  lands  they  occupied,  which  was  reccCTized 
a.'T  embracinir  all  of  New  York,  west  of  cessions  thev  had  made 
under  Kneli.oh  dominion. 

Thf  next  council  of  the  commissioners  of  New  York,  after  the 
one  thai  has  l>ecn  named,  was  convened  at  Fort  Herkimer,  in  Jime 
ns5.  This  was  with  the  Oneidas  and  Tuscaroras.  Gov.  Clinum 
ma(l<*  an  opening  spf^ech  in  which,  after  defining  their  rights,  and 
ailvi<ini;  thi'-m  that  the  State  held  the  exclusive  right  to  purchase. 
intoniird  th'^m  that  it  was  understood  they  were  prepared  to  lefl 
")!i)t*  nf  thrir  lands  south  of  the  Unadilla;  and  if  so,  the  comn^ 
sionrrs  were  ready  to  purchase.  After  nearly  two  days  deliben* 
?io:i,  the  (Governor's  si»eech  was  replied  to  by  **Petnis,  the  mimr 
trr.'  The  orator  said  his  people  were  averse  to  parting  with  lands 
—  allu.hMi  to  the  frauds  that  had  been  practiced  upon  the  Mohavb 
InMoro  the  Ilevolution ;  said  '*  the  German  Flats  people  when  they 
wore  p<»or.  applied  to  us  for  lands  and  they  were  friends ;  but  wwr 
!hry  are  rich,  they  do  not  use  us  kindly.'*  The  speech  was  one  of 
consuniniate  ability  ;  esix'ciiilly  did  the  chief  turn  the  tables  upon  the 
Ciovernor.  in  a  trequent  allusion  tr>  his  former  advice  to  the  Indiaoi 
t«»  keej*  their  Hnds.  Days  of  deliberation  and  speech  makio?  sue* 
roedrd,  the  Indians  makins  propositions  to  lease  a  small  quantity  of 
lunil,  then  to  sell  a  small  quantity  of  their  poorest  lands,  but  failing 


rmtuinc**  tif  ihe   ir.U-n-K-i  ir.:**nii  w.     The  pe<vriti"n.   ihe  ri-r«-m«»Lk*  OtTicraliT. 

!^'>i.I.uk':  «.*>  i<<tftirVoi  »  p-n  tJt-  •»*rji:;j.  bv  a  o> injiriTti-v.  "Thv  lv>u::lu»ni  III 
».*!*.' * —i.i-.i**  1;  II.  ).i«  i*a:ivr  f..ri<  —  i.wtT  walkt^i  «i:La  •inL-r.-Hip  cr  a  ffrodff 
'  i-.'i'ifi:;  '  T!.f«^'  «.i*  the  *:  iri«f:  •  f  tI.c  In<la;i  —  «>n  :::if!y,  t'rK-  c-rnU'Ccn-vrii.  if  c 
f  \i«t><il.  wn»  bi^  arl  n*»l  the  "  N.Vj  ••i*-  ^ict-Bit."  Ho  a-liircsF^.^}  iht-  Gv-senl  in  III 
r  a*!\i  t*'!i^jr.  ihrtu^rhaii  it  rr-Tir»tir  «h"  vmK  fm-siriL  I^Lruiru*-.  iLTt-r.  kw.  LaFir- 
.••»•  im:  n-iNicninnc  him.  alluli-lTn  the  tn-aty  vf  F«'rt  ^Unvix:  "Au-i  whaj"  mi 
h<>.  *  b.v  UitiTOf  i.f  the  rnui  c  St-n^i^a.  vh<>  tm  iLat  ••craMon  »•  «-i<ij-:totlT  ornMid 
ihi'  Uiry  iriz  i-f  lh*«  !•  rsiJ.a*  k  V*  *  lit  tt  r:»  v  \f.  i'..r*  \*,\-l"  t»  :  li-!  ;u-i  Jai-kt<b  Tfcf 
*-irtvini*la»»ci'.  a*  th«'  Tva-lrr  mill  ipfrr.  n-vivij  in  th**  ix  iini  i-f  La  Kiiy,rrt'.  the  wttimBB 
«  I'  the  Ki'M'I;*!*'"..  ayiii  in  hi.«  -.lunicv  thp  mrxl  two  «i4fty4.  L**  ci-i-'-trs^:;-  u 
i*J  bv  the  n:«uxni«ci.*tic«»  wbhcfk  it  caIIaI  up 
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>  cofDe  up  to  what  the  commissioners  required.  In  a  speech  made 
y  the  Gra5&s^>pper,  he  alluded  to  the  attempt  the  British  agents 
oade  during  the  war.  to  induce  the  Tuscaroras  and  Oneidas  to  join 
hem.  He  said :  — **They  told  us  by  joining  the  Americans,  we  would 
jet  Bee,  as  they  were  only  a  lousy  people ;  but  however,  although 
iiey  expressed  the  Americans  were  lousy,  they  have  although  lousy, 
[^erx4ue  their  enemies." 

The  commissioners  finally  succeeded  in  purchasing  the  land  lying 
betireen  the  Unadilla  and  Chenan^ro  Rivers,  south  of  a  line  drawn 
Cist  and  west  through  those  streams,  and  north  of  the  Pennsylva 
laiiae.  «kc..  for  which  they  paid  811.500,  and  distributed  among 
tiem  a  liberal  amount  of  goods,  trinkets  and  provisions.  In  finally 
■aouncing  the  conclusion  to  sell  the  land,  the  Grasshopper  said :  — 
*  This  news  about  selling  our  lands  will  make  a  great  noise  in  the 
Sd  Nations,  when  thev  hear  we  have  sold  so  much ;  and  therefore 
•e  ho{^  we  shall  not  be  applied  to  any  more  for  any  of  our  country." 
Bov  was  the  future  curtained  before  the  simple  backwood*s  dipk>- 
iatbt!  Little  did  he  think  that  the  narrow  strip  of  land  thus 
pideingly  and  unwillingly  parted  with,  would  be  added  to,  and 
^iieoed  out,  until  his  people  were  mostly  shorn  of  their  broad  pos- 

Here,  in  the  order  of  time,  it  becomes  necessarv  to  notice  two 
inces  that  were  interposed  to  temporarily  delay  the  prelirain- 
measupes  for  the  advance  of  settlement  westward  from  the 
valley  of  the  Mohawk,  after  the  Revolution :  —  The  Kings 
rf  England  and  France  were  either  poor  gei^graphers,  or  very 
MidtAs  in  their  grants  of  territory  in  the  new  world.  They  gran- 
lad  what  they  never  possessed,  paid  very  little  attention  to  each 
siher's  rights,  and  created  cross  or  conflicting  claims.  In  the  year 
ICOl  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  granted  to  the  PU-mouth  Corhpa- 
ijr  a  tract  of  country  denominated  New  England,  extending  several 
Ityica  of  latitude  north  and  Simth,  and  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
hcific  ocean,  east  and  west.  A  charter  for  the  government  of  a 
vtioQ  of  this  terriiorv.  irranted  bv  Charles  I.,  in  162S,  was  vacated 
1 1684,  bot  a  second  charter  was  granted  by  William  and  Mary 
ill.  The  territory  comprised  in  this  second  charter,  extended  on 
b  Auantic  ocean,  from  north  latitude  42'^  2,  to  44^  15,  and  from 
b  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  ocean.  Charies  I.,  in  1663,  granted  to  the 
I^ke  Qt  York  and  Albany,  the  pcoTinoe  of  New  York,  including 
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the  present  Su!e  of  New  Jersej.  The  tract  tlms  gncted 
fjccii  a  i -ae  twcttr  niilef  •^•t  '.4  the  H^iscn  rirer,  westw^anL  ladaer 
inde£c:!eh'.  a:;d  froen  ihe  Atl4£:t':c  oce&n  Lorh.  to  the  SEMiih  3Eoe  ^ 
Caz^a.  ihen  a  French  z^rovlzice. 

Br  t:i:«  c->!j-rloD  rf  oescrp'iiiT^  each  of  these  eoiocJei;  (aficr- 
warxis  Stale*-)  laid  claim  lo  :ivt  jrni^dlc'i'Xi  as  wefl  as 
rz^ii  of  t>iye  ?ar.v  lai,!  l»?r:r.g  a  tract  r^&z':^z.*2j  Izrz^  to  fcfzo 
Statfrf.  The  Sute  of  Xew  York-  bowerer.  in  1781,  and 
ch'iaefjT,  in  17^5,  ceded  to  the  VzihtA  Stst«  alS  their  n^ti . 
. /  -'irs-iictxo  or  t'ro::rIetor5h::>.  to  aZ  the  territr^x  hrisjr  weit  </  a 
rj^eridi^r;.  Hne  ran  sr-nth  ir<^fli  Ae  wefteiiv  hecad  of  Lake 
.\lth^r;gh  th^  r/^Jna!  air^orint  in  ec*trciTerFy.  Ij  these  acts, 
:;/jch  d:r;.'.Li»hed,  if  5tll!  left  v-cae  nirz-tees  tbc^asarjd  ^qiiare 
f  terrltori-  in  ji^rm'e :  lut  :h:«  codtir-verfr  was  f^nalh-  settkd  bra 

mm  tf  «  « 

cor:v*:r  r:.*r:   "f   '■f-frjnisfi'.oer?.   v:j^ATAft^  ty  the  parties;  heU  rt 
Hartv-H.  rV»:.r. .  or.  t'le  lG:h  d^v  of  L^ecerriber.  17S6. 
•-*  t:^  -:i:<j':i!^»i:<  entered  :r.to  bv  the  cotventioo, 
cf^^-i  •  '  the  ^j'jite  '^•f  Xew  Y.>rt.  all  her  claim  to  the 
v-rer-rijT.tv  arJ    ^»jrl<d:ctl>--  '^•f  ail  the  terrltorv  Ivli^weslrf 

•  Prs^i-'.:  •-£•:  j.r.e  of  the  Srste  r-f  New  York :  ;iiA  Xew  York 

•  •  M'i-ii-:.  :---tt*  the  rre-e.T. :•:;■■:.  rljht.  rr  fee  of  the  larj.  s 

•  •  -  • 

t  •  :.v.  -r^e  f  Mtiv^.  f  a::  -hst  f«irt  '--f  the  State  of  Xew  TaA 
! .  ir ::  -we*:  ^'f  a  !!:.<^.  V-:::riS:rz  at  a  :«^»l:.t  !l  the  z.^'^r^h  Ttie  ^4  Pcifr> 
■•v*Tir  ■'*  ^"2  r  "^-*  *..•-••■  r-f  ♦►le  r '"•'*h-*£«*  C'«r^ *••■  r^*'  «a*d  Sta**  saJ 
HiLLir  J  fr-xn  tr.eLce  due  r. orth  thnrcrh  Ser.'ica  L^ke.  to  Lake  O^ 
t-r  ' :  '.-ice:  \z.z   a:.-:  rev:-rrir.2  to  the  St^te  of  Xe-.T  York. 

•  •f  \izii  eav  r.f.  ari  i.':"''-'.r.!r:j  the  easterr.  bank  c«f  Xiarrara  rii 
■r.e  Lvil?  aiJr-,  ar-ieiv-i:T.r  :t«  v,hr-ie  lerirth.     The  laiid,  tbepR^ 

'.fTirti -r.  rirht  of  T^hlch  r.a«  thus  ceded,  anx-unted  to  aboat  a 
::.r:[;or-«  of  acre*. 

Th^  ^'th*^r  dir5c-^!:v   a.'liiie'i  t-%  arose  from  the  orrarizatioo   aai 
•lera'i'ri?  of  t-i^o  -oint  Le?«ee  O-rririar.ie?.     The  consti'tntioQ  of  tkr 

*  •  1 

rtatr-  frrrcie  the  {urcha«e  f-f  ih-e  fee  in  lar-d*  of  the  li.dian&  W 
.r.  hv::--i>.  referrlr.^  the  r!r^.t  to  the  state  aiore.  To  erade  tlo. 
\tA  corr.e  in  T^fCses^iTi  of  Lhe  Iir.-d«,  an  a5sociat.':«E  c-f  ii^dlTidoaif 
-.vas  ^•rr^r.ire^i  in  the  vdnvr  of  17*7.  *S.  v. ho  strled  th^rrseires  ^ 
■  Xew  York  Genesee  LarJ  fV^nr'aiiT.*'  The  c-ncr'aEv  was  ens- 
J'  -fe-i  of  KKDe  e: jhtT  ^t  Liaety  iiidiv.Yjualf.  nx^tlr  resiilrjj  opcm  tlv 
Hudson ;  manj  ot'  wfacm  were  wealthj  and  infloectial.    The  pm- 
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«*nt  of  the  company  was  at  Hudson.  Dr.  Caleb  Benton, 
Livingston,  and  Jared  Coffin  were  the  principal  managers 
p  Kime  time  a  branch  company  was  organized  in  Canada, 
I  the  *•  Xia;iara  Genesee  Land  Company."  This  consisted  of 
Butler.  Samuel  Street.  John  Powell,  Johnson  and  Murphy,  and 
tmin  Barton  :  all  but  the  last  named,  beinf;  residents  of  Canada, 
bnin.^h  or^Tanij-ation  enableti  the  company  to  avail  themselves 
?  then  portent  influence  of  Col.  John  Butler  with  the  Six 
Qis  and  th?  influence  of  his  associates.  Benjamin  Barton,  the 
•of  the  late  B.^njrimin  Barton  Jr.  of  Le  wist  on.  was  an  active 
^r  of  the  asscH?:ation.  Soon  after  the  close  of  the  Revolution, 
d  er.ct^.red  in  the  Indian  trade,  and  as  a  drover  from  New 
y,  v'A.  the  Su<quehannah  River,  to  the  British  garrison  at 
ira.  By  this  n^eiins  he  had  become  well  acquainted  with  the 
ra*.  w?.?  aviopted  bv  them,  and  had  taken  while  a  youth,  Henry 
n.  ihe  son  of  Complanter.  and  placed  him  in  a  school  in  N. 
y.  In  .iddiiion  to  the  influence  thus  acquired,  there  belonged 
*  Xew  York  Company,  several  u*ho  had  for  a  long  period  been 
n  trader?.  Thus  oi^nized.by  such  appliances  as  usually  (br- 
eJ  neLT-^tiations  with  the  Indians,  the  company  in  November, 
, obtairiel  a  I^ase  lor  **  nine  hundred  and  ninety  nine  years," 
!  the  h.vAs  of  the  Six  Xat-K>ns  in  the  state  of  New  York,  except 
«mr»!l  ivservati  MIS.  the  privilege  of  hunting,  fishing  &c. 
lacTirjl  rent  was  to  be  two  thousand  Spanish  milleii  dollars :  and 
:us  nf  J?'20.000  was  also  promised. 

Mir?h.  IT'^S,  John  Taylor  had  been  appointed  an  arjent  of  the 
Y-  rk  Mnrd  o\  con^missionens  or  superintendent  of  Indian 
5.  In  that  month,  he  was  sent  to  the  Indian  countrv  to  coun- 
:  the  un'awtul  proree^lings  of  the  Lessees.  On  his  return  he 
red  ihit  he  had  fallen  in  with  the  clerk  of  an  Indian  trader, 
rr*m  Ti^jrv  who  told  him  that  "  Livingston  had  sent  fourteen 
«  knded  with  g«>\ls  into  the  Indian  country.  They  got  within 
les  o:  T:o;ia,  and  wiHild  proceed  no  larther.  That  the  Sene- 
ere  ex cee  J in^rly  dissatisfies!  with  Livingston,  and  would  not 
bv  the  hanrain.  charcrinc  him  with  having  cheated  them ;  and 
ened  Rycknian  tor  having  assisted  him  in  cheating  them, 
near  160  tnmilies  were  at  Ti«>ga,  with  a  considerable  number 
tl\  in  order  to  form  a  settlement  on  those  lands;  but  were 
DKich   mt  m  loss  as  they  had  heard  that  the  state  intended 
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tha:  DO  seclemeat  sb^xiLd  be  c^sde/'  Gunreriiar  GIiLtoD  JiWBu£  a 
pTGcIainatioQ  w^izilzq  porchasers  tha:  :he  Lessoe  tiiLe  wooui  ae 
ascaSed,  a:^  wezii  rszL^z^  tc*  a!I  'Jh:  Six  Xati^xis  warzdiig  i^ihl  x 
the  frasil  tha:  had  beeci  pracilced  az^li^  l^^i:^ 

It  was  a  formSda^  orgar.:7Ar'os-  ernbracisz  c^e::  C4  veafdi  aai 
pocitkral  mfioeLce,  stiti  t£r'j«e  whc*.  if  ;f>eir  o-sm  ^'1il5  cxul  Ei-K  at 
ooasammatfd,  had  an  k^aeLoe  wi*ii  the  Ii^ilizis  11:3;:  wocii  esshSK 
them  !o  thpyar  5eri<iQ5  CiOr^acks  II.  the  waT  of  iezil  zieg>:"a:'<jr.T  «i 

^  «#  ^ 

them  for  their  Ia£»ds.  The  ie&se  couus»zL,'iiyt^L  ibe  &ext  cojitct  oc  it 
asociatioQ  was  to  prccore  a:*  ac:  <x  the  k^Is^tsir?  sAZx-iMtLZiz  it 
procaDdlsgR.  aiid  f:«'  tha:  i<;rT*j«e-  a:i  af^crr::-:  wa<  msri*  to  ktt: 
br  threats  of  dlsajemberaoeL'^  aiJ  the  for2:^u>-  of  a  ittw 
embracing  a!  Ae  jeased  terrV/rr.  Bu:  the  -Kh-.-le  fr,a:::eT  was 
with  enersT  ai>d  f  Toaif'tr*5a  bj  Gct.  Ge^.Tze  Clli.t>i-  wb> 
u^on  the  Les'lsLitsre  i&rasarest>  cc^mit^raci  the  ;i.teLicii  2ii 
ti  March.  IT^S.  ai.  act  wis  p^ss&i  whiih  auth->rl5oi  the  &?7icfliir 
todlsregirJ  all  contract*  cowrie  with  the  Iridl^is.  :>:•  sasft^onjed  If 
the  state  as  r.u!!  ai^i  touL  a::d  Vj  caa<*e  al  jer>>z^  wh>  had 
upon  hMVAT,  lizA*  uMer  sach  cocitractiL  to  be  drire-  oa  bj 
a:^  their  boiA'.zjzs  irrsirovtd.  &^TerL>r  ClLt^ti  ordered 
Colbrsith-  the::  Sr^erlffof  the  comvr  cf  Heril'rDer.iTuhichthet  a 
braced  aZ  oi  the  present  c-i-attj  of  Heriliiver  a:^:  til  wea  cc  C 
the  west  boci-ris  c-f  the  r^te.)  t:-  dl5t»'ji5.e5sii.tr:i:crs  ai*i  hcnii 
dwellir:^-  A  militarr  f-iTC^  was  c-jtllec  oct.  aii-i  the  oriers  scscDf 
eieciited-  O::*  of  the  jroGiic<ett  scrttjer*.  ^lA  a  o-operaioc  oft* 
Lessees,  was  take:;  to  Xew  Yori  ir.  ir:-i=.  uzol  a  chirre  of  kn 


Thus  haSed,  the  mar, 
retaliate  aiid  coerce  a  cocprooiLse,  if  the~  fLiei  to  carrr  o 
orisiita:  desi^iL  bv  nj«e:l:.z  the  State  \^oz,  treatv  zr-idiis. 
thev  Cix;^d  brli^  a  stroc^er  I-xIt  tr.ai.  thtv  c*>;L:i  ccfcrzL-aiiiria 
the  hiT-s  of  ie2isla::->:i.     At  the  treitv.  heid  i::  For.  Scaz.* 
Sctte-mher.  177^.  -.rlth  the  Ozyji^ixzis.  iz-z  L'.e  t-irchase  of 
Iai.is  bj  L-ie  State.  &>Ter::->r  Clr.t>i.  t >-A  the  ieli  lii  fftrsiCL  a 
ed  br  aZ  the  oScLal  iiif -^ie-^e  he  cxili  Ojcz^zi^iz,  l  ,  arj  je*.  ■ 
f  jQTfci  for  a  whi>,  eitreoe  dScultv  i::  ecectir^  ariv  t.i:ir. 
op^ofitioa  from  the  Lessees  she* wed  Itself  <:?e:Lr.  Ivit  ;;  was  ta 
with  its  strongest  at-^^Lces.     Is  af»er  jears.  «hec  pref-erri:^  a 
claim  agaiikst  the  ""  New  York  Geaeaec  Cooijaat/'  ia  hehalt  «c  lk» 
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"  Niagara  Genesee  Company,"  a  prominent  individual  among  the 
claimants,  urged  that  the  Canada  company  had  kept  the  Indians 
hack  from  the  treaties ;  and  when  they  could  no  longer  do  so,  had 
on  one  occasion,  baffled  Governor  Clinton  for  nearly  three  weeks. 
Treaties,  however,  went  on,  until  the  State  had  possessed  itself  of 
the  lands  of  the  Six  Nations  east  of  the  pre-emption  line.     The  les- 
sees, seeing  little  hopes  of  accomplishing  their  designs,  finally  peti- 
tiooed  the  legislature  for  relief;  and  alter  considerable  delay,  in 
1799.  an  act  was  passed,  authorizing  the  commissioners  of  the  land 
office  to  set  off  for  them  from  any  of  the  vacant  unappropriated 
hnds  of  the  State,  a  tract  equal  to  ten  miles  square.     The  allot- 
iDenl  was  finally  made  in  township  number  three,  of  the  "  Old  Mili- 
tiry  tract/'     Thus  terminated  a  magnificent  scheme,  so  far  as  the 
Slate  was  concerned,  which  contemplated  the  possession  of  a  vast 
domain,  and  perhaps,  as  has  been  alleged,  a  separate  State  organi- 
ation.     It  marks  an  important  era  in  the  early  history  of  our  State. 
The  influence  brought  to  bear  upon  the  Indians  from  Canada,  by 
vfaich  the  extraordinary  lease  was  obtained,  was  stimulated  by 
tbe  prospect  of  individual  gain ;  but  may  we  not  well  infer — with- 
OQt  an  implication  of  the  many  respectable  individuals  who  com- 
posed the  association  in  this  State  to  that  extent — that  it  looked 
forward  to  future  events;  the  maintenance  of  British  dominion, 
which  was  aftenvards  asserted  and  reluctantlv  vielded.     It  was 
kmg  after  this,  l>efore  the  potent  influence  which  the  Johnsons,  But- 
kr  and  Brant  had  carried  with  them,  even  in  their  retreat  toCana- 
h,  was  counteracted.     They  were  yet  constantly  inculcating  the 
idea  among  the  Six  Nations,  that  they  were  under  British  dominion, 
the  Senecas  at  least.     What  could  better  have  promoted  this  pre- 
Imsion.  than  such  a  scheme,  especially  if  it  contemplated  the  ex- 
tfeme  measure  of  a  dismemberment  of  this  State  —  such  as  was 
ikged  at  the  time,  was  embraceti  in  the  plan  of  the  two  organiza- 
tioos  ?    The  calculations  of  the  "  New  York  Genesee  Company  ** 
mxy  have  been  circumscribed  by  the  boundaries  of  loss  and  gain ; 
that  of  their  associates  and  co-operators  may  have  taken  a  wider 
nnge.  and  embraced  national  interest,  to  which  it  wvls  wedded  by 
ties  evei  stronger  if  possible,  than  motives  of  gain  and  private 
emolument.     As  late  as  November,  1793.  James  Wadsworth  and 
Oliver  Phelps,  received  a  circular,  signed  by  John  Livingston  and 
Caleb  Benton,  as  officers  of  a  convention  purporting  to  have  been 
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fatld  at  Geneva,  urging  the  people  to  hold  town  meetings  ziA 
petitions  for  a  new  state  to  be  set  off  from  New  York^  ar^d  :< 
brace  the  counties  of  Otsego,  Tioga,  Herkimer  and  Oiuarlo. 

Early  in  the  sj'ring  of  I7SS,  another  council  with  the  Six 
tions  was  contemplated  by  the  New  York  commissior.ers.  I 
swer  to  a  rnes.^age  from  them,  requesting  the  Indians  to  &x  u] 
time,  some  of  the  chiefs  answered  in  a  writing,  that  it  0:11 
*' after  the  com  is  hoed."  Massachusetts,  not  baring  then  p 
with  its  pre-emption  right  west  of  Seneca  Lake,  Gov.  CI 
HTote  to  Gov.  Hancock  to  secure  his  co-operation  in  ecu 
acting  the  designs  of  the  lessees.  The  general  court  declarec 
leases  **  null  and  void  ;"  but  Governor  Hancock,  in  his  reply  t 
letter,  stateti  that  Massachusetts,  on  account  of  the  "  embair: 
■ittiation  of  tiie  Commonwealth,"  was  about  to  comply  ydd 
proposals  of  some  of  her  citizens,  for  the  purchase  of  the  pre-* 
lion  right 

The  fint  of  September  was  fixed  as  the  period  for  the  treaty. 
Fort  Schuyler  was  desigiihted  as  the  place.  Active  prepaia 
for  It  were  f:oing  on  through  the  summer,  under  the  general  si 
risioii  v(  John  Taylor,  who  had  the  zealous  co-operation  of  ' 
l^linton.  Id  all  the  villages  of  the  Six  Nations,  the  lessees 
their  agents  and  runners,  or  Indian  traders  in  their  interest.  I 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Kirkland  had  been  either  deceived  or  corruptei 
iiMiv  and  had  played  a  y<iiX  inconsistent  with  hii  profession. 
urith  his  oUmratioos  to  Massachusetts.  It  was  repre^Lied  to  ( 
[TUaton  that  in  jwvachin^  to  the  Indians,  he  had  advised  then 
NNMM^  to  the  New  York  and  Canada  coai^^anies.  as  their  tern 

MtSniwrtttw  cvi.'ocitiiL'H :  "Jji.'i;:c!i  a  St-;.*  t'  'w^hrj  rhiyisuT'i  i  .jl"^  xii*  --nriiji 
%  |midl  10  wibiiAiua  tu  dbtf  lao^  '^o&f.  'Via  Ca^Aia  ^'v  (uf  ar. j  r^r>«-«i  a:  cis  *: 
»»  4a  viituJI -Mi.'rit,  vru  'im  x^n^ru  r;:^.?.  .ill»*iz'::^  as  i  'yu.-'^r:.  •■••  "•  i-'-urit 
hm  fevwnfcv  \btjummd  htUur^  d'w  tbi'  t'3iLiUii«.  }>^:z  yjr,  re  ipn-ar*  'Jiur  :r  tr-i*  x: 
<ft|wofiivu  •iprrUiiTfi  .  ^btf  •■'liJi.'tH  will)  iL"':iyt:i  '.hti  ic'iiKiue  .in«i  "iui  .ii?'i;'t  -viio  x* 
pvn  t,b*/rii,  niiircr  Im*'?  Srvn  wui.'  vujii  ■•  r'irv«*vnr:-* "'  iviat  *lii7t?  'nmt*  is  'a  •>ii  i**  : 
viliuvft  iJiiT«»  vil  t^rtrwii  jui*!  (rnijuo  3ift£*>rui£:i.'nrik  Keun-'ntcraiiin''?  'iiiir  "vr-  -n_'a» 
*  *hti  ttntwhurins  ■/!  r.iiui  ^au/.  *.'C  u*r*Ji  'jiar,  *  nvn-'f.  .uiii  LiT-ir"!!!"!/!!-  !:»'aj2 
««pii  <ituf7l«»»«*J  bw  dbu  Ui^^HM-H  iti  Tiukjnif  'iu'ir  irrimwMiii'nr?*  v^h  n  nu*  >t  •i 
MlliN.*'     At' •»  niif«ftuit{  iil  'Jlu  ■•  \.ftr  Y-jrii  G**m5w«'  «.'.niirru:i '.'•  4:    "i  ;i:7«ii.  ji 


v«$  90  wtfe.  be  eooid  not  make  his  wxee  heard  to  its  fiiil  extent ; 

Sb4:  be  cou*i  *"  pc^ach  better/'  if  their  terhtivr  was  smaller.    At 

ae  cv^ty  he«d  at  KaoaJes;^^  when  the  Lease  was  piociired.  he  had 

acM  erfivrieniiY  lor  the  Lessees     To  counteract  thccsestrong  iuflu- 
e!:c«s.  azen*^  jkcd  nL':aer>  were  pat  ;u  requisition  bv  the  N,  Y. 

oflinn:.<sijuers ;  a:vd  durtug  the  suninaer.  the  poor  ladiaos  had  bat 

Lniie  peace. 

The  prjpainidvKis  tor  the  euibassy  to  the  Icdian  couatrj%  at  Al- 
b»ay  aad  New  York,  were  fomiiJable  ones.  A  simitar  expedition 
bl-w  :o  Sdnta  Fee.  or  Ore^^cL  wvxiU  be  attended  with  less  ot  pre- 
ixoLTJiry  arr:u:cenjea:s.     A  sIov>p  came  up  trvxn  Xew  Yorii  with  In- 

z  i-xxis.  stores  tor  the  expeiitl.^n.  marquees  and  tents,  specie  for 
raise  nK>cey,  (which  w-jls  obtained  widi  much  trouble.)  those 
<  is?  S.xinl  of  cv^aimissiv^ners  and  their  asss^viates*  who  resided  in 
Xiw  Yv-rk.  and  manv  who  wen>  s^*in^  to  at^^nd  the  treatv  drom 
JKCves  of  c'.iriv^i:v  ;  amonc  whom  was  Count  Monsbiers^  the  then 
F?eaca  minister,  and  his  sister. 

Tbe  board  o{*  cv^ainiissivxiers  and  their  retinue,  started  fnixn  Al- 
iaar  cd  the  ^3d  of  Auj:tis:.  (the  goods  and  feigjajce  going  up  the 
Xco^.vk  in  Ki::eau\  :rat  had  been  bu.It  tW  the  purpoi^e.)  and  did 
ttc  arr.re  a:  Fort  Schuvler  until  the  -^Sth. 

.\  wild.  rv»n;jc:!;c  scene  wxssoor.  prvscuted.  The  veteran  soJdier, 
Gecrre  C.rtoc:.  pitched  bi<  raanquee.  atvl  was  as  much  the  Genera! 
»  J  2e  h,u:  hejuifd  jl  n::[»:arv  ir.s:;:ad  of  a  civil  extvdltion.  Amoc^ 
is  isscciiies  i:i  the  coi:;au<^:on,  ar.d  iiis  cocnpaniotis.  were  many 
wi;  biad  with  h.m  been  cvHisricuous  in  the  Revolution,  and  were 
2e  .ejuirc  n:en  vX  :he  then  voun^:  State.  Thev  were  surrv»unded 
jv  i<e  ciiur  n.-e>  of  the  nu!«erv>us  representutives  of  the  Sii  Na- 
t^xis.  a.i.vcn::rL:  :o  'iiousaiids.  who  had  been  attracted  to  the  $jk<. 
see  fr:r.i  an  i:.terest  hev  :VIt  in  the  iie^'»:ia:ioi'.s^  but  fax  the  Unr- 
CMC  ro.^ivction  o;*  them  had  been  attructed  frv^m  their  scattered 
■•Jdjeness  h.  :::-:>.  I y  the  hopes  and  protuises  ot'  teasts  and  caroos- 
KS.  Iiiiiian  trjidors  frvnn  all  their  looailties  in  \ew  Yvxk  and 
Cosadi.  w  .ih  the.r  >h  nv  v  ;^x\is  and  trinkets,  and  '*  fire  water/'  were 
IKC  the  ;;\^.:i;.i  wiih  t:;o  n;ixevi  obects  of  a  sale  of  their  cotxis* 
■ien  n:<«!ey  w;i>  -^xi  i  to  the  Indians*  and  the  espvxisai  either  of 
!>f  Su:e  :nterv>:s  or  :hjit  v^t'  the  Lessees.  Svxne  of  the  panninem 
Lessees  rV-.xn  A*  .mv.  iL;.:<*.-n  and  Car.ad.i  had  preceded  the  Gv>t. 
«rj:r  and  werv  in  u.e  cro>\.i.  seer.ilv  and  insAiio'xsIv  enieavorin^ 
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to  thwart  the  objects  of  the  councilr  Irritated  by  all  he  had  heaid 
of  the  machinations  of  the  Lessees,  and  learning  that  one  of  then* 
principals,  John  Livingston,  of  "  Livingston  Manor  "  was  present 
—  with  the  concurrence  of  his  associates,  Gov.  Clinton  **  took  the 
responsibility,"  as  did  Gen.  Jackson  at  New  Orieans,  and  ordered 
him  in  writing,  to  "leave  ih  three  hours,"  and  "retire  to  tbe  dis- 
tance of  forty  miles  from  Fort  Schuyler. 

After  this,  (Jovemor  Clinton  organized  a  species  of  courtv  or 
inquest,  and  summoning  Indians,  Indian  traders,  runners  in  the 
interest  of  both  State  and  Lessees,  took  affidavits  of  all  that  hid 
transpired  in  procuring  the  long  lease.  It  exposed  a  connected 
scheme  of  bribery,  threats,  intimidation  and  deception,  practiced 
upon  the  Indians.  Finding  that  the  Senecas  were  holding  back 
from  the  treaty,  and  that  many  of  the  head  men  of  the  Cayugas  and 
Onondagas  were  absent,  and  learning  that  there  was  a  counto' 
gathering  at  Kanadesaga,  messengers  were  sent  there,  who  fomd 
Dr.  Benton  surrounded  by  Indians  and  his  agents,  dealing  out  Uqnor 
and  goods,  and  delivering  speeches,  in  which  he  assured  the  Indius 
that  if  they  went  to  Fort  Schuyler  the  Governor  of  New  Yoik 
would  either  cheat  them  out  of  their  lands,  or  failing  in  that,  would 
fall  upon  them  with  an  armed  force.  Many  of  the  Indians  were 
undeceived,  and  finally  induced  to  go  to  Fort  Schuyler,  when  they 
had  recovered  from  a  state  of  beastly  intoxication  they  had  been 
kept  in  by  Dr.  Benton  and  other  agents  of  tlie  Lessees.  Such  had 
been  the  excesses  into  which  they  were  betrayed,  to  keep  them 
away  from  the  treaty,  that  many  of  them,  when  becoming  sober 
were  sick  and  unable  to  reach  Fort  Schuyler ;  and  a  Cayurra  chie£ 
Spruce  Carrier,  died  on  the  road.  ^Vhen  they  were  encamped  at 
Scawyace,  twelve  miles  east  of  Seneca  Lake,  on  the  eastern  trail, 
Debartzch,  a  French  trad-  r  at  Cashong,  in  the  interest  of  the  Lesseei, 
went  tliere,  and  by  intimidations,  the  use  of  rum,  and  promises  of 
presents,  induced  them  to  turn  back. 

It  was  not  until  the  8th  of  September  that  the  different  Nations 
were  so  far  represented  as  to  warrant  the  |n*ococding  To  the  business 
of  the  council.  Governor  Clinton  addressed  the  Onondacas,  inform- 
injr  tii*;m  rninutely  of  the  i»ositions  in  which  the  Six  Nations  stood 
in  reference  to  iheir  lands :  that  they  were  theirs  to  dispose  of 
when  they  pleased,  but  that  to  protect  them  from  frauds,  the  State 
had  reser^'ed  to  itself  tbe  right  to  purchase   whenever  they   were 
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>?eJ  t>  sell.    He  told  them  that  the  acts  of  the  Lessees,  were 

:^  ic:5  of  "^  d!s».*edienl  children  "  of  the  State,  and  that  thev  were 
-che.i:."  ar.d  at  the  same  tiaie  informing?  them  that  as  commis- 
ocj^rs  *^f  the  State,  he  and  his  associates  were  there  prepared  to 
archi>e.  He  cautioned  iheni  to  keep  sober,  as  there  wore  stran* 
:er5  rresen:.  *  who  will  laui^h  at  us  if  while  this  business  is  in  agi- 
ir.'^.  Any  .>f  us  should  be  found  disguised.*'  •*  After  the  business 
?  c*?g;- -f  texi."  <a:d  the  Governor.  '*we  can  indulsin?  ourselves  in 
in..xvc:  minh  and  friendship  to-^'ther."  Black  Cap.  in  behalf  ot 
£e  «>.'^»:«.ri^As.  repiievl.  assuring  the  Governor  that  the  Onondagas 
»i»  y  .^iis^irvrovevl  of  the  proceedings  with  the  Lessees,  had  made 
r>  r.-^ir  nr.tjus  to  sell  to  the  Slate,  but  wanteil  a  little  farther  time 
5>:i.'\  jL".;.??::  the:::selves.  On  the  I'^th.  the  treat}-  was  concluded, 
lai  the  ueeJ  of  c-?v?:on  of  the  linds  of  the  Onondacas.  some  res- 
em:;.  ;i5  excerted.  w:is  executed.  The  consideration  was  #1000 
a  Eun.'.  ar:  i  :i:i  ar.nuitv  of  $oOO  forever.  After  the  treatv  ^^as 
WGci-Uv*.  .li J ::i-v. a!  provisions  were  distributed,  presents  of  goods 
lade.  .'.r..:  C'^r.gntu'.itory  sjveches  interchanged.  "  As  the  business 
a  whi-.-h  -^e  hii  met.  said  the  Gv>vemor. is  now  happily  accomplisb- 
SL  w«  <r!..ll  Clever  uo  the  council  tire  at  this  time  and  take  a  drink, 
iai<:  ■•ke  our  t^iivs  t-.\r?ther.  and  devote  the  remainder  of  the  dav 

*'\   'mi  ■  •  •^  *"  •    r* '  ■  ^*  1 

I"  >.v  u'  i  bt?  observed,  that  this  cour.cil  was  Ciilled  for  the  double 
:iC7'>?-:  f  -vretuAtirg  friendship  with  the  Six  Nations*  and  pur- 
:ai>.-^  !in:?.  Thnigh  Now  York  had  cevied  the  pre-emption 
-.trt'  :  'b.-*  I,r.:.i>  of  the  Seuecas.to  Massachusetts,  still  it  was  de- 
L-x"  e  tr.a:  :he  Sonecis  should  be  present.  Most  of  their  chie& 
id;  -^  :J  men  were  kept  away,  but  about  eigtity  yi.Hine  Seneca 
rirri .  T^?  ir.i  wo::-.e:\  were  on  the  ground,  occupying  the  ruins  of 
iie  "•  i  r?rt.  The  g-»>verr.or  addressed  them,  distributed  anxMig 
iffn  s-cre  rr:^ visions  ar.d  liOjUor,  an^l  desired  them  to  go  back  to 
je:r -"•.::  :^^i  a::d  re:vrt  a!!  t.hey  had  seen,  and  warn  their  people 
ca:::?:  .^. ivir::  anv  triir.iz  t.^  do  with  the  Lessees.  A  vounc Seneca 
►  irr-  ir*  bisrerlv  said:  —  "  We  had  to  stnic^Ie  hard  to  break 
:r':^  :":-?  or7»^->!":on  that  was  made  toourcoaiirgdown.  by  some 
t  *  .-  ::s»:*  eiier.:  ohLlda'u.  We  will  now  teli  vou  how  thlnsrs 
^L.      \T-2  I'.w-.'T.z  '^is.     The  voice  of  the  birds**  and  proud,  strong 


•  ^  .,-   •-.-•>.  At.  i  iCKl;  v-i*.  w-ene  ca^Iiid  bj  U«  ;kziec3jk  *  d^  ▼««»  of  biniL' 
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words  uttered  by  some  of  our  own  people  at  Kanadeaags,  orercoiiK 

the  sachems  and  turned  them  back,  after  they  had  twice   promned 
to  come  down  with  us." 

Negotiations  with  the  Oneidas  followed :  —  Gov.  Clinton  made  a 
speech  to  them  to  the  same  purport  of  the  one  he  had  delivered  Vi 
the  Onondagas.  This  was  replied  to  by  "  One-yan-ha,  alias  Beadi 
Tree,  commonly  called  the  "  Quarter  Master,"  who  said  an  answer 
to  the  speech  should  be  made  after  his  people  had  counselled  to- 
gether. The  next  day,  just  as  the  council  had  assembled,  won! 
came  that  a  young  warrior  was  found  dead  in  Wood  CreeL  It 
was  concluded  after  some  investigation,  that  he  had  been  drowned  ae- 
cidentallv,  in  a  state  of  intoxication.  The  commissioners  insistMl 
upon  going  on  with  the  treaty,  but  the  Indians  demanded  a  po8tpoB^ 
ment  for  funeral  observances.  At  the  burial,  A-gwel-en-ton-gwai. 
alias,  Domine  Peter,  or  Good  Peter,  made  a  pathetic  harraogae. 
eloquent  in  some  of  its  passages.  It  was  a  temperance,  but  MK 
a  total  abstinence  discourse. 

The  funeral  over,  the  business  of  the  council  was  resumed.  Good 
Peter  replied  to  the  speech  of  the  Governor :  —  He  reminded  Ini 
of  a  remark  made  by  him  at  Fort  Herkimer  in  1765,  in  vabstanee. 
that  he  should  not  ask  them  for  any  more  lands.  The  chief  recapitBb- 
ted  in  a  long  speech,  with  surprising  accuracy,  every  point  in  the 
Governor's  speech,  and  observed  that  if  any  thins  had  been  omitled. 
it  was  because  he  had  not  "  the  advantage  of  the  use  of  letten^" 
He  then  made  an  apology,  that  he  was  faticrued,  and  wished  to  st 
down  and  rest ;  and  that  in  the  meantime,  accordinsr  to 


KoTB^ — ^The  bsrkw'f*^!*  «|-.irit-;al  And  tcinfif*TaI  a-ivia^r.  in^i-tt'.-l  tliax    ki» 
aiMt  abide  br  the  nx>]'4ti«<n  «•[  \uk\z  cUi-C  vLi/h  f  >r1'i  :a:.y  •  f  tL-  m  a^kicz  the  Gov- 
ernor or  Ci'mizaflg"nen«  f<>r  r:rn.  b-;t  f>;jlv  (••  tak*-  ::  vh-r. ::  w^  I'Tft  r-nl  a^d 


out  to  thein.  "We  are  ^<A  Lt  '*  fBud  lie,  t**  firfs^ri^^-  a^  to  tLz-  ^xtMk.  Scfiie  «k> 
aiv  great  drinkers  hart'  of:«.:i  ji-.t.ii  in  f-  ;!i  «<>ii.*l  ar'i  k\*u  \z*u  iii  tL-.-ir  ls<.  ad 
dimwii  {or  the  «'b"k'  c»>uiriai<7  a*  «-arri»jJx  a:.d  :l*erebv  i:.:-:v-.--i  thn-  f^'iariiiTT  beroBti 
all  rcaK^naUe  U.>':d'U.    Lci'tbi.- Gi'iL-rr.^r  Uivrcf'-re  •!i.-;'.-nM:> .  if  h>.  iw.r.'sct'tiik  pma 

A  ti:*  !i  a:  ziiirl.t :  ar.i  if  ar.v  rv-iL^iri   after  eak 


in  the  ni'-rLirj.  ard  a:  r..-iT..  ar. 

ODe  UMiTvd.  \v\  hU-  taken  fU  th..  ^r-  ;l  i    Tl*i-  vi.-  :hv  i-.^it-:.:  c'^-v»ni  at ^ 

in  ihf  dav*  ui  •.:,-  fMrvfatht-rs.  vh.  r^  a  iTt*:  ii'jn.>-rr  *i  Irj'iiaz.*  »tre  A.-^-<ril  >d  ic 
the  bill  aU.Te  tL»?  cixj.  T?.v  r:i.j  t?.-  lr"':jKt  rl.«  r-.-  sxi  ea-rh  i-ne  d  -ar  k  a  irlaiv  lad 
vi*  aU!<&t«L  Xu  irje  In'iiuj  nLi.  Lai  :ij#-  iq*.-.:  *'f  a  r:-»ri.  t^*  *^vt.r  kri  "a-c  ax  ihtf 
day  Ti-  r..n  i..  a  ri.cn^i,ivi..L(r  ai.  i  d.  r.iiii.i  a  }■::!•.  ■  f  r.n^,.  ■  ;.  :;.t  —.  u:  J  iLal  he  »» 
a  imai  uan.  and  aD**:iKr  !.*».  fur  iL^  j^aiii*-  riii>-«R.  v'u'*'.  i.-  iLe  prartice  »p  •v-.a<Kiay* 
no  «jfh  jr^at  in^Xi  m,-r^.  ki...-»z,  ir.  ajioiv:.:  L-ij-jv  :i:.v^" 

rrtr.^  lV!ir\  :.rp;iirai-.v  rx?...rti:i  .r.  i- !■::..  ::-..•:.■:■:.■:.  f  •:>  >■  :.h  .!:tts€  — 
*•>!*  J.ir  b*x-*r^."  -ail  }..-.  -::  i,  4*  w,  il  :..  uk»  i  ir.:  ■  :.  z*">  z  :•  -f  a  rL"?!--:- 
a  liitJr  af  .re  ujll'T  *:.d  •'--I'J*'  ai^d  a  ii:uL  1  :.  ^-u:.::;: .:  :  U-: .  i  -:  J.:^  ! 
dfaai,  drammiiiC.*'! 


I  ^    "i*. »  — 
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custom,  another  speaker  would  arise  and  raise  the  spirit  of  their  de- 
ceased sachem,  the  Grasshopper.  But  before  he  sat  down,  he  in- 
formed the  Governor,  that  the  man  bearing  the  name  of  Oe-dat-segh- 
ta,  is  the  first  name  know  in  tiieir  national  council,  and  had  long 
been  publised  throughout  the  confederacy ;  that  his  friend,  the  Grass- 
hopper, was  the  counsellor  for  ttie  tribe,  to  whom  that  name  be- 
longed, and  that  therefore,  they  replaced  the  Grasshopper  with  this 
lad,  whom  you  are  to  call  Kan-y-a-dal-i-go  ;  presenting  the  young 
lad  to  the  Governor  and  Commissioners ;  and  that  until  he  arrives 
at  an  age  to  qualify  him  to  transact  business  personally,  in  council, 
their  friend,  Hans  Jurio,  is  to  bear  the  name  of  0-jis-tal-a-be,  alias 
Grassiiopper,  and  to  be  counsellor  for  this  young  man  and  his  clan, 
until  tliat  period. 

The  Governor  made  a  speech,  in  which  he  disclaimed  any  desire 
00  the  part  of  the  State  to  purchase  their  lands ;  but  strenuously 
urged  upon  them  that  the  State  would  not  tolerate  the  purchase  or 
leasing  by  individuals.  He  told  them  that  when  they  chose  to  sell 
the  State  would  buy  more  for  their  good  thaa  anything  else,  as  the 
State  then  had  more  land  than  it  could  occupy  with  people. 

Good  Peter  followed,  said  the  (rovemor's  speech  was  excellent, 
and  to  their  minds.  "  We  comprehend  every  word  of  your  speech, 
it  is  true  indeed  ;  for  we  see  you  possessed  of  an  extensive  territo- 
ry, and  but  here  and  there  a  smoke"  "  But,"  said  he,  "  we,  too, 
have  disorderly  people  in  our  nation  ;  you  have  a  keg  here,  and 
they  have  their  eyes  upon  it,  and  nothing  can  divert  them  from  the 
pursuit  of  it.  While  there  is  any  part  of  it  left,  they  will  have  their 
eyes  upon  it  and  seek  after  it,  till  they  die  by  it ;  and  if  one  dies, 
there  is  another  who  will  not  be  deterred  by  it,  will  still  continue  to 
nek  after  it.  It  is  just  so  with  your  people.  As  long  as  any  spot 
of  our  excellent  land  remains,  they  will  covet  it,  and  will  never 
rest  till  they  possess  it."  He  said  it  would  take  him  a  long  time  to 
tell  the  Governor  "  all  his  thoughts  and  contemplations  ;  they  were 
extensive  ;  my  mind  is  perplexed  and  pained,  it  labors  hard."  In  a 
ihort  digression,  he  spoke  of  the  Tree  of  Peace,  and  expressed  his 
fears  that,  "  by-and-by,  some  twig  of  this  beautiful  tree  will  be 
broken  off.  The  wind  seems  always  to  blow,  and  shake  this  belov- 
ed tree."  Before  sitting  down.  Good  Peter  observed  that  they  had 
lU  agreed  to  place  the  business  of  the  council,  on  their  part,  in  the 
hands  of  two  of  their  people,  Col.  Louis  and  Peter  Ot-se-quette, 
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who  would  be  their  ''month  and  their  ears."  *    There  was,  abo,  ap- 
pointed, as  their  advisers,  a  committee  of  principal  chiefs. 

The  negotiation  went  on  for  days ;  speeches  were  interchanced: 
propositions  were  made  and  rejected,  until  finaUy  a  deed  of  cesBicQ 
was  agreed  npon  and  executed  bv  the  chiefs.  It  conveyed  all  thdr 
lands,  making  reservations  for  their  own  residence  around  the  Onei- 
da castle,  or  principal  village,  and  a  number  of  other  smaller  onei 
for  their  own  people,  and  such  whites  as  had  been  their  inteqirel- 
ers,  favorite  traders,  or  belonged  to  them  by  adoption.  The  coa 
sideration  was  82,000  in  money,  82,000  in  clothing  and  other 
goods,  81,000  in  provisions,  8500  in  money  for  the  erection  oft 
saw-mill  and  grist-mill  on  their  reservation,  and  an  annuity  of  "n 
hundred  dollars  in  silver,"  for  ever.  Con^ratulatorv  addresses  U 
lowed ;  the  Governor  making  to  the  Oneidas  a  parting  address,  le- 
plete  with  good  instruction  and  fatherly  kindness ;  the  Oneidas  le- 
plying,  assuring  him  of  the  satisfaction  of  their  people  with  all  tUl 
had  taken  place;  and  thanking  the  Governor  and  his  associsle 
commissioners  for  the  fairness  of  their  speeches  and  their  coodset 
It  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  record  of  diplomacy  between  civiBal 
nations  more  replete  throughout  with  dignity,  decorum  and  abiEtj; 
than  is  that  of  this  protracted  treaty. 

After  dispatching  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kirkland  (who  had  been  pmeaC 
throughout  the  treaty,  and  materially  aided  the  commissioDcn; 
thus  making  full  amends  for  the  mischief  he  had  helped  to  prodve 
in  connection  with  the  long  lease,)  to  the  Cayugas  and 
charged  with  the  mission  of  informing  them  of  all  that  had 
pred,  the  Governor  and  his  retinue  set  out  on  their  return  to  Al- 
banv.     The  council  had  continued  for  twentv-five  davs. 

The  next  meetii^  of  the  commissioners  was  convened  at  Albany. 
December  15,  1788.  Governor  Clinton  read  a  letter  from  Peter 
Ryckman  and  Seth  Reed,  who  were  then  residents  at  Kanadesiga; 
Reed  at  the  Old  Castle,  and  Ryckman  upon  the  Lake  shore.    The 


*  C'^L  LnnL«  WM  a  half  Mnnd.  French  and  Oneida.  Hf"  had  held  a  commiwaoB  VH 
dcT  Ch>v.  Clixit«>n,  in  the  Rerolution.  Peter  Ot-4e-<]uett*r.  in  a  speech  he  m»ie  ia  tki 
cr^nril.  «ih\  tliatheLvljTK  ret:;n*^  K-ni  Fran  *e.  wh«;re  h«.-  hail  U*n  tak<-n  aod  edu- 
cated hr  La  Fajette.  He  «aid  that  when  he  arriTeii  in  France,  he  "  wa^  naked,  ad 
the  MarquiA  clall  Lim.  receiving  and  tri'atinz  him  with  ercat  kindceuM  :**  that  far  a 
T«r.  he  wa*  pe*tl«.-* :  and  "  wljt-n  the  lizht  **{  kn-i-wK-dat-  i1'>wt:«i  in  on  Li*  mind,  he 
leh  dbctroHed  at  the  iniiK-ra>»Ie  «ituad'/n  **{  hid  criantrvm^n ;"  that  aft«-r  Um  ^ . 
aWn<*e.  he  had  rvtunKd  with  the  intention  of  ezui^tening  ai;d  refenuixu;  them. 
See  AppendiiL,  Xa  4 
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letter  was  forwarded  by  "  Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  Noble,"  who  had  been 
residing  for  the  summer  at  Kanadesaga.  The  writers  say  to  the 
Governor,  that  the  bearers  of  the  letter  will  detail  to  him  all  that 
has  transpired  in  their  locality  ;  and  add,  that  if  required,  they  can 
induce  the  Cayugas  and  Senecas  to  attend  a  council.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Kirkland  gave,  in  writing,  an  account  of  his  mission.  He 
stated  that  on  arriving  at  Kan^esaga,  he  ascertained  that  to  keep 
the  Cayugas  back  from  the  treaty  at  Fort  Schuyler,  two  of  the 
principal  lessees  and  their  agents,  had  "  kept  them  in  a  continued 
state  of  intoxication  for  three  weeks ;"  that  "  Dr.  B.  and  Col.  M. 
had  between  twenty  and  thirty  riflemen  in  arms  for  twenty-four 
hours ;  and  gave  out  severe  threats  against  P.  Ryckman  and  Col. 
Reed,  for  being  enemies  to  their  party,  and  friends  to  the  govern- 
ment, in  persuading  the  Indians  to  attend  the  treaty  at  Fort 
Schuyler."  Mr.  Kirkland  stated  that  he  had  been  as  far  as  Nia- 
gara, and  seen  Col.  Butler ;  and  that  at  the  Seneca  village,  on  Buf- 
falo Creek,  he  had  seen  Shen-dy-ough-gwat-te,  the  "  second  man 
of  influence  among  the  Senecas;"  and  Farmer's  Brother,  alias 
"  Ogh-ne-wl-ge-was ;"  and  that  they  had  become  disposed  to  treat 
with  the  State.  Before  the  Board  adjourned,  it  was  agreed  to  ad- 
dress a  letter  to  Reed  and  Ryckman,  asking  them  to  name  a  day  on 
which  they  could  procure  the  attendance  of  the  Cayugas  and 
Senecas,  at  Albany.  Reed  and  Ryckman,  on  the  reception  of  the 
letter,  despatched  James  Manning  Reed  with  an  answer,  saying 
that  they  would  be  at  Albany,  with  the  Indians,  on  the  23d  oi 
January ;  and  adding,  that  the  lessees  kept  the  Indians  "  so  continu- 
ally intoxicated  with  liquor,  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  do  any 
thing  with  them." 

It  was  not  until  the  11th  of  Febuary  however,  that  Mr.  Ryck- 
man was  enabled  to  collect  a  sufficient  number  of  Indians,  and  reach 
Albany.  Several  days  were  spent  in  some  preliminary  proceedings, 
and  in  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  delegations  that  were  on  the  way. 
On  the  14th,  James  Bryan  and  Benjamin  Birdsall,  two  of  the 
Lessees  appeared  before  the  commissioners  and  delivere^l  up  the 
'Mong  leases"  that  had  occasioned  so  much  trouble.    On   the  19th 


Note. — Gov.  Clinton  and  many  of  the  commisBioners  resided  in  New  York.  As  an 
iUnstratioo  of  the  then  bIow  paesajgo  down  the  HudiBon,  they  resolved  at  Albany  to 
charter  a  sloop,  and  thus  be  onablecTto  settle  their  aoooiintB  and  arrange  their  papers 
on  their  way  down  the  rirer. 
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the  council  was  opened  with  the  Cayngas,  many  Senecas,  Odod* 
dagas  and  On?idas,  being  present.  Good  Peter  in  behalf  of  the 
Cayugas.  made  a  speech.  He  said  his  brothers,  the  Cayiigas  and 
Senecas  had  "requested  him  to  be  their  mouth."  As  upon  another 
occasion  his  speech  abounded  in  some  of  the  finest  figures  of  speech 
to  be  found  in  any  preserved  specimens  of  Indian  eloquence.  In 
aflusion  to  the  conduct  of  the  Lessees,  and  a  long  series  of  precedent 
difficulties  the  Indians  had  had  with  the  whites,  he  observed :  — 
"  Let  us  notwithstanding,  possess  our  minds  in  peace ;  we  can  see 
but  a  small  depth  into  the  heart  of  man :  we  can  only  discover  what 
comes  from  his  tongue."  Speaking  of  the  relations  that  used  to 
e3dst  between  his  people  and  the  old  colony  of  New  York,  he  said> 
they  "used  to  kindle  a  council  fire,  the  smoke  of  uhich  reached  the 
heavens,  and  around  which  they  sat  and  talked  of  peace."  He 
said  in  reference  to  the  blessings  of  peace,  and  the  settled  state  of 
things  that  was  promised  by  fixing  the  Indians  upon  their  Reserva- 
tions, under  the  protection  of  the  state  :  —  "  Our  little  ones  can  now 
go  with  leisure  to  look  for  fish  in  the  streams,  and  our  warrion  to 
hunt  for  wild  beasts  in  the  woods."  Present  at  the  counciL 
was  a  considerable  number  of  their  women,  whom  Good  Peter 
called  "Governesses,"  and  cave  the  reasons  whv  the v  were  there. — 
"  The  Rights  of  women,"'  found  in  him  an  able  advocate :  —  "  Oar 
ancestors  considered  it  a  great  transgression  to  reject  the  counsel 
of  the  women,  particularly  the  Governesses ;  they  considered  them 
the  mistresses  of  the  soil.  They  said,  who  brings  us  forth? 
Who  cultivates  our  lands  ?  Who  kindles  our  fires,  and  boils  our 
pots,  but  the  women?  Our  women  say  let  not  the  tradition  of  the 
fathers,  with  respect  to  women,  bedisiegarded  ;  let  them  not  be  des- 
pised ;  God  is  their  maker." 

Several  other  speeches  intervening,  the  Governor  answered  the 
speech  of  Good  Peter;  —  He  reviewed  the  bargain  the  Indians  had 
made  with  the  Lessees,  and  told  them  that  if  carried  out  it  woaU 
be  to  their  ruin;  explained  the  laws  of  the  state,  and  their  tendency 
to  protect  them  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  sufficient  quantity  of  land  fdr 
their  use :  and  to  guard  them  against  peculation  and  fraud.  In  re^ 
plying  to  that  part  of  Good  Peter's  speech  in  reference  to  the 
women  and  their  rights,  the  venerable  Governor  was  in  a  vein  of 
gallantry,  eloquently  conceding  the  immunities  that  belonged  to 
the   "  mothers  of  mankind."    He  told  them  thev  should  have  le- 
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servations  "  large  enough  however  prolific  they  might  be ;  even  if 
they  should  increase  their  nation  to  its  ancient  state  and  num- 
bers." He  apologised  to  the  dusky  sisterhood  by  saying  that  he 
"  was  advanced  in  years,  unaccustomed  to  address  their  sex  in  pub- 
lic ;"  and  therefore  they  "  must  excuse  the  ■  imperfections  of  his 
speech." 

Other  speeches,  and  days  of  negotiation  followed.  On  the  25th 
of  February,  all  the  preliminaries  being  settled,  the  Cajmgas  ceded 
to  the  state  all  of  their  lands,  excepting  a  large  reservation  of  100 
square  miles.  The  consideration  was  8500  in  hand,  81,628  in  June 
following,  and  an  annuity  of  8500  for  ever. 

In  a  congratulatory  address,  after  the  treaty  was  concluded,  Gov. 
Clinton  recapitulated  all  of  its  terms,  and  observed:  —  " Brothers 
and  sisters !  when  you  reflect  that  you  had  parted  with  the  whole  of 
your  country,  (in  allusion  to  the  long  lease,)  without  reserving  a 
spot  to  lay  down,  or  kindle  a  fire  on ;  and  that  you  had  disposed  of 
your  lands  to  people  whom  you  had  no  means  to  compel  to  pay 
what  they  had  promised,  you  will  be  persuaded  that  your  brothers 
and  sisters  whom  you  have  left  at  home,  and  your  and  their  children, 
will  have  reason  to  rejoice  at  the  covenant  you  have  now  made, 
which  not  only  saves  you  from  impending  ruin,  but  restores  you  to 
peace  and  security." 

The  three  treaties,  that  had  thus  been  concluded,  had  made  the 
state  the  owners  of  the  soil  of  the  Military  Tract,  or  the  principal 
amount  of  territory  now  included  in  the  counties  of  Cayu^^a,  Onon- 
daga, Seneca,  Tompkins,  Cortland,  and  parts  of  Oswego  and  Wayne. 
Other  cessions  followed  until  the  large  reservations  were  either 
ceded  entirely  away,  or  reduced  to  their  present  narrow  limits. 

The  deed  of  cession  of  the  Cayugas  stipulated  that  the  state 
should  convey  to  their  "  adopted  child,"  Peter  Ryckman,  "  whom 
they  desire  shall  reside  near  them  and  assist  them,"  a  tract  on  the 


NoTK.  — This  tract  waa  bounded  on  the  Lake  and  extended  back  to  the  old  pre- 
emption line,  embracing  moHt  of  Uic  present  rite  of  Geneva.  By  sale,  or  some  after 
arrangement,  the  patent  was  iwued  to  "  llecd  and  Ryckman."  It  wonld  seem  by  this 
cession  that  the  Cayugas  claimed  west  as  far  as  the  old  pre-emption '  lino,  but  tlicir 
ownership,  as  it  was  atU^rwardn  nhewn,  did  not  extend  wi»et  of  Seneca  Lake.  Their 
ancient  boundary  was  a  line  nmning  due  south  from  the  head  of  Gi-eat  Sodus  Bay. 
Good  Peter  as  tne  "moutli"  of  tlio  Cayugus,  alluding  to  the  oblitfati<m4  tliey  were 
under  to  Peter  Ryckman,  said  ♦^hey  "  wanted  his  dish  made  large,"  for  they  expected 
*  to  put  their  spoons  in  it  when  they  were  hungry."  This  probably  had  reference  to 
•one  pcQiniaes  on  the  port  of  Ryckmo. 
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west  side  of  Seneca  Lake,  which  should  contain  sixteen  thounad 
acres,  the  location  being  designated. 

Soon  after  the  treaty  of  Albany,  the  superintendency  of  Indiia 
affairs  principally  devolved  upon  John  Taylor,  as  the  agent  of  the 
board  of  commissioners.     Although  the  treaty  had  seemed  amicr 
ble  and  satisfactor}',  a  pretty  strong  faction  of  all  three  of  the  nr 
tions  treated  with,  had  kept  back,  and  became  instruments  for  the 
use  of  designing  whites.    Although  the  Lessees  had  surrendered 
their  leases,  they  did  not  cease,  through  their  agents  and  Indiaa 
traders  in  their  interest  to  make  trouble,  by  creating  dissatisfactioa 
among  the  Indians ;  probably,  with  the  hopes  of  coercing  the  Stale 
to  grant  them  remuneration.     Neither  Brant,  Red  Jacket,  Fanner'i 
Brother,  and  in  fact  but  few  of  the  influential  chiefs  had  attended 
the  treaties.    Harrassed  for  a  long  period,  a  bone  of  contention, 
first  between  the  French  and  the  English,  then  between  the  Eng- 
lish and  colonists  of  New  York  during  the  Revolution,  and  lastly. 
between  the  State  of  New  York  and  the  Lessees,  the  Six  NatioBS 
had  become  cut  up  into  contending  factions,   and  their  old  land 
marks  of  government  and  laws,   the  ancient  well  defined  immimi- 
ties  of  their  chiefs,  obliterated.     Dissatisfaction,  following  the  trea- 
ties, found  ready  and  willing  promoters  in  the  persons  of  the  fjOff 
ment  officers  of  Canada,  and  the  loyalists  who  had  sought  refiige 
there,  during  the  border  wars  of  the  Revolution.     When  the  first  at* 
tempt  was  made  to  survey  the  lands,  a  message  was  received  by  Gov. 
Clinton,  from  some  of  the  malcontents,  threatening  resistance,  hot 
an  answer  from  tlie  Governor,  stating  the  consequence  of  such  re- 
sistance, intimidated  them.     At  an  Indian  council  at  Niagara,  CoL 
Butler  said  the  Oneidas  were  "  a  poor  despicable  set  of  Indiam 
who  had  sold  all  their  countr}'  to  the  Governor  of  New  York,  and 
had  dealt  treacherously  with  their  old  friends." 

When  the  period  approached  for  paying  the  first  annuity,  the 
Onondagas  through  an  agent,  represented  to  Gov.  Clinton,  thit 
they  had  "  received  four  strings  of  wampum  from  the  Senecas,  for- 
bidding their  going  to  Fort  Stanwix  to  receive  the  money  ;  and  io- 
fi>nning  them  that  the  Governor  of  Quel -ec,  wanted  their  lands; 
Sir  John,  (Johnson,  it  is  presumed.)  wanted  it ;  Col.  Butler  wants 
the  Cayuga's  lands ;  and  the  commanding  otlicer  of  Fort  Niagara 
wants  the  Seneca*s  lands."  The  agent  in  behalf  of  the  Governor, 
admonished  them  to  "keep  their  minds  in  peace,"  assured  them  of 
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ihe  Governor's  protection ;  and  told  them  the  Lessee's  were  the 
cause  of  all  their  trouble. 

The  Cayugas  sent  a  message  to  the  Governor,  informing  him 
that  they  were  "  threatened  with  destruction,  even  with  total  exter- 
mination. The  voice  comes  from  the  west ;  its  sound  is  terrible ; 
it  bespeaks  our  death.  Our  brothers  the  Cayugas,  and  Onondagas 
are  to  share  the  same  fate."  They  stated  that  the  cause  of  com- 
plaint was  that  they  had  **  sold  their  lands  without  consulting  the 
western  tribes.  This  has  awakened  up  their  resentment  to  such  a 
degree,  that  they  determined  in  full  council,  at  Buffalo  creek,  that 
we  shall  be  deprived  of  our  respective  reserves,  with  our  lives  in 
the  bajgain.  This  determination  of  the  western  tribes,  our  Gov- 
ernor may  depend  upon.  It  has  been  communicated  to  the  super- 
intendent of  Indian  affairs  at  Quebec,  who  as  we  are  told,  makes  no 
objections  to  their  wicked  intentions,  hut  rather  countenances  them" 
They  appealed  to  the  Governor  to  fulfill  his  promises  of  protection. 

Replies  were  made,  in  which  the  Indians  were  told  they  should 
be  protected.  As  one  source  of  complaint  was,  that  some  Cayugas 
who  resided  at  Buffalo  creek,  had  not  been  paid  their  share  of  the 
purchase  money.  The  Governor  advised  that  they  should  make  a 
fair  distribution ;  and  warned  them  against  the  Lessees,  and  all 
other  malign  influences. 

Among  the  mischief,  makei's,  was  a  Mr.  Peter  Penet,  a  shrewd, 
artful  Frenchman,  who  had  been  established  among  the  Oneidas 
as  a  trader ;  and  whom  Gov.  Clinton  had  at  first  favored  and  cm- 
ployed  in  Indian  negotiations.  But  ingratiating  himself  in  the  good 
will  of  the  natives,  he  became  ambitious,  represented  himself  as 
the  ambassador  of  France,  as  the  friend  of  La  Fayette,  charged  by 
him  with  looking  to  the  interest  of  the  Indians ;  and  finally,  got  the 


KoTE. — The  part  that  the  Senccas  were  persuaded  to  take  in  promoting  these  era- 

bmUBinentii,  was  glaringly  incontu^nt.    They  had  sold  a  part  of  their  land^  to  Mr. 

PhelpB  the  fall  before,  without  consulting  other  nations,  to  say  nothing  of  their  having 

consented  to  the  "lease"  wliich  was  a  far  worse  bargain  than  those  made  by  the 

Stetoi    But  the  main  promoters  of  the  troubles,  were  the  Lessees  and  the  l5ritLsh 

agents ;  the  latter  of  wnom,  were  soured  by  the  result  of  the  Revolution,  and  were  yet 

koking  forward  to  British  rc-posacssion  of  all  Western,  and  a  part  of  Middle  New 

Tork.    In  all  this  matttT  the  conduct  of  Brant,  did  not  correspond  with  his  genenil 

nputation  for  fairness  and  honesty.    He  helped  to  fan  the  flames  of  discontent,  while 

ai  the  same  time  he  was  almost  upon  liis  own  }i<x>ks,  trying  to  sell  to  the  Stat^;  the 

itmnant  of  tiie  Mohawk's  lands.    Interfering  between  the  State  and  the  Indians. 

W5  got  some  dissatisfied  chiefs  to  join  him  in  an  insolent  letter  to  the  Governor, 

wUeh  was  repliod  to  with  a  good  deal  of  severity  of  language. 
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promises  oF  large  land  cessions.    Thwarted  mainly  in  his 
he  became  mischievous,  and  caused  much  trouble. 

A  mere  skeleton  has  thus  been  given  of  the  events  coiuwcted 
with  the  extinguishment  of  Indian  titles,  and  the  measures  prefioi- 
narv  to  the  advancement  of  settlement  westward,  after  the  Bcro- 
lution.  It  was  only  after  a  hard  struggle,  much  of  perplexitjr  mL 
embarrassment,  that  the  object  was  accomplished.  For  the  hooor 
<>f  our  whole  country,  it  could  be  wished,  that  all  Indian  negocii- 
tions  and  treaties,  had  been  attended  with  as  little  of  wron^  ha^ 
l>een  conducted  as  fairly  as  were  those  under  the  auspices  aod 
zeneral  direction  of  George  CImton.  Xo  where  has  the  Tetena 
warrior  and  statesman,  left  better  proof  of  his  sterling  integritr 
and  abilitv,  than  is  furnished  bv  the  records  of  those  treaties,  h 
no  case  did  he  allow  the  Indians  to  be  deceived,  but  stated  to  iIkb 
from  time  to  time,  with  unwearied  jiatience,  the  true  conditioiis  rf 
the  bargains  they  were  consummating.  The  policy  he  ainied  at  wu 
to  o{K.'n  all  of  the  beautiful  domain  of  western  Xew  York,  forsw 
and  5<?Tt!erficiii —  to  prepare  the  way  for  inevitable  destiny — vai 
at  the  «rime  time  secure  the  Indians  in  their  possessions ;  give  thsB 
lil^er.'tl  reservations ;  arid  extend  over  them  as  a  protection,  lk 
stronc!  arm?  of  the  State. 

The  treatie-  for  land?,  found  the  Six  Nations  in  a  miserable  eoA- 
dition.  They  had  warred  on -the  side  of  a  losing  party,  forlaB| 
vears.  the  field  and  the  chase  had  been  necHected  :  thev  were  softr 
iot;  for  food  and  raimen\  Half  famished,  thev  flocked  to  tb 
treaties,  and  were  fed  and  clothed.  One  item  of  expense  chafjgel 
in  the  account-  of  the  treaty  at  Albany  in  17S9,  was  for  horses pdf 
fr»r,  that  the  Indians  had  killed  and  eaten,  on  their  way  down.  For 
several  years,  in  addition  to  the  amount  of  provisions  distributed  to  ] 
tliem  at  the  treaties,  boat  loads  of  com  were  distributed  among  thes  -\ 
by  the  Stale.*  j 

In  tracing  the  progress  of  settlement  westward,  it  will  lie  neccf* 
sar}-  to  give  a  brief  account  of  the  disposition  the  State  made  of  lanb 
acqTiired  <A  the  Six  Nations,  bordering  upon  the  Genesee  Coontrr. 
Thi'V  constituted  what  is  known  as  the  Militarj*  Tract.     To  protect 


1 


•  The  Trtff  17r9.  '90,  m  cupf'«td  to  bare  been  a  jw-rir-l  nf  e^.at  ncarcitT.  Tit 
rMi'M  fi^W'vUtif'n  ^h«jvti  th.M  Ursre  aiDo*>fitP  of  i'p>>i*ii<r.4  ««ri-  f cJd  fi«  Irr  lli 
Sut«.  au«i  dMtrilMnul,  cot  viilj  among  the  Jiidiaju^  tut  azu^iig tbt  vhite  inlnh&Mli 
of  KTcriloouDtkiL 


J 
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he  frontiers  of  this  State  from  the  incursions  of  the  British  and  their 
ndian  allies,  the  State  of  New  York,  throwu  upon  its  own  resour- 
ces, in  1779  and  '^0,  enlisted  two  regiments  to  serve  three  years, 
inless  sooner  disehai^d.  They  were  to  be  paid  and  clothed  at 
he  expense  of  the  United  States ;  but  the  State  pledged  to  them  a 
iberal  bounty  in  land.  To  redeem  this  pledge,  as  soon  as  Indian 
jties  were  extinguished,  the  surveyor  General  was  instructed  to 
rarvey  these  bounty  lands  and  prepare  them  tor  the  location  of 
nrarrants.  The  survey  was  completed  in  1790.  It  embraced  about 
two  million  eight  hundred  thousand  acres,  in  six  hundred  acre  lots. 
The  tract  comprised  all  the  territory  within  the  present  boundaries 
of  Ononda^,  Cayuga,  Seneca  and  Cortland,  and  a  part  of  Oswego, 
Wayne  and  Tompkins.  A  large  district  of  country  adjoining  on 
the  east,  was  thus  put  in  the  way  of  being  settled,  about  the  same 
period  that  sales  and  settlement  commenced  west  of  the  pre-emp- 
tion line,  though  it  did  not  progress  as  rapidly.  Land  titles  were  in 
dispute,  and  emigrants  chose  to  push  ou  farther,  where  titles  were 
indisputable.  Speculation  and  fraud  commenced  as  soon  as  the 
pitents  were  issued,  a  majority  of  those  who  it  was  intended  the 
boanty  of  the  State  should  benefit,  sold  their  right  for  a  trifle,*  and 
lome  "were  defrauded  out  of  the  whole.  By  the  time  that  settle- 
tnent  commenced,  there  were  few  lots,  the  title  to  which,  was  not 
contested.  In  addition  to  other  questions  of  title,  the  officers'  and 
nldiers*  wives,  held  in  a  large  majority  of  cases,  the  right  of  dower. 
Land  titles  upon  the  whole  military  tract,  were  not  finally  settled 
until  about  ISOO,  when  a  committee  appointed  by  the  Legislature, 
one  of  whom  was  the  late  Gen.  Vincent  Matthews,  accomplished 
tbe  work. 

In  1784,  Hugh  White  and  his  family  progressed  beyond  the  set- 
tlements on  the  Mohawk,  and  located  at  what  is  now  Whitestown. 
lo  the  same  year,  James  Dean  located  upon  a  tract  given  him  by 
the  Indians,  in  consequence  of  some  services  rendered  them  as  an 
interpreter,  near  the  present  village  of  Rome.     In  1787,  Joseph 


5rtTE. — lnalotUTfn)m  Mr.  Moriw  to  Mr,  Col'iuhoun,  dated  in  June  1791,  ho  wiys 
^  nurwith^taiidine  all  Xhet^c  qui^tiont*  of  title,  land  on  the  military  tract  hod  riwii 
n  l*si  [ler  arre :  and  tliat  a  tract  of  SO.OOf).  which  he  had  bought  of  tlie  Stato  of  Xcw 
Ttrk  in  17-6,  in  Ot*ogi»  cmnty.  which  bv  a  fortunate  use  otwrne  public  securities, 
Ml  him  but  6d  per  acre,  had  ri»*ii  to  10a  per  acn.',  N'ew  York  currency.  t 

*  "  Monr  patents  for  600  acres,  were  sold  at  prices  in  •ome  instances  as  low  m  eight 
fiOani— tMmiKK  «n  EnglMh  JounuJiit* 
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Kackmer,  wbo  was  afterwards  a  pioneer  in  Wbeatlaiid.  Mocrae 
cocUitT.  advanced  and  settled  a  sbort  distance  west  of  Judge  Dear 
In  3£iT,  17SS.  Asa  Danforth,  wiA  his  femiij,  acccmpoijed  br 
Comfwt  Tykn  progressed  far  c*d  beyond  the  bouiids  cf  ciTiiizaDc& 
locating  at  Onondaga  HcjlIow.  There  being  then  do  road,  i2kt 
came  br  water,  landing  at  the  month  of  Onondaga  Creel.  Tbr 
Terr  earliest  pioceers  of  all  this  region,  speak  of  "  Major  DaB- 
forth  '*  and  the  comforts  of  his  log  tarem.  as  compared  with  tbec 
camps  in  the  wilderness.  Another  name  has  been  introdnoed,  die 
should  not  be  passed  over  bj  the  mere  mention  of  it.  Ccador: 
Trier  was  conspicuouslr  identified  in  aJi  earlv  vears  with  the  k^ 
lor\-  of  the  western  portion  of  this  State.  He  was  teaciucr  * 
Bcbooi  uf lon  tJie  3Iohawk  at  the  close  of  the  Rerolutioo.  aDd  aJR 
engaged  in  the  bosinc^ss  of  a  surrejor.  He  was  with  Gen.  Janes 
Clinton,  in  the  establishment  oi  the  boundarr  line  between  lifli 
Slate  and  Pennsvlrania.  He  fejed  tije  first  tree,  (with  refeicaee  » 
improTenfient,)  assisted  in  the  nianufacuire  of  the  first  sah,  *  (cdff 
than  Indian  manufacture.)  and  built  the  first  tump*ite  in 
county.  He  also  constructed  the  first  ^  stump  mortar,"  or 
mill,  of  whjch  the  reader  will  be  toid  more  in  the  cc-orse  of  < 
ratire.  He  fijled  manv  ixnp«c»nai::  ofSces  in  Ononctira  coiintT.; 
was  one  of  L^je  original  projector*  o:  the  Cayuga  bridge.  He 
the  fhend  of  the  early  pioneers :  and  rrjany  in  a]j  this  regioiLvil 
remember  his  gcod  <:  iSces.  The  IndiaLif.  who  were  his  first  naA' 
bore.  re«T*cted  him,  and  his  meiijon'  is  nov.-  held  in  revermce  kr 
their  descenden'^s.  His  Indian  nau^ie  was  ~  Tc^vihtn-ta-cttt'- 
meaning  that  he  could  do  two  tl.ings  at  oLce :  or  be,  at  the  nnt 
tincie,  a  gentJeman  and  a  Wi^jriu^  i:,'oi^.  \%"u^^  a  rrien^ber  of  fc 
Legislature  in  1799,  he  made  the  acquainuince  of  Aaron  Borr.  A 
charter  having  been  procured  for  building  ti>e  brid::e.  Col.  Boit  lat 
Gen.  Swartrtut  subscribed  for  the  wbc*!e  of  the  stock  :  aod  ax  dtf 
lime.  Co!.  Burr  had  otlier  business   coLnecJons   in  this 
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*  Thus  commenced  the  intercourse  of  Aaron  Burr  with  the  people 
>f  Western  New  York,  many  of  whom,"  with  Col.  Tyler,  "  were 
Irawn  into  the  great  south-west  expedition."  Col.  Tyler  and  Isr^l 
Smith  were  commissaries  of  the  expedition ;  went  upon  the  Ohio 
river,  purchased  provisions,  and  shipped  them  to  Natches.  Col. 
Tyler  was  arrested  and  indicted,  but  never  tried.  With  fortune 
impairetl  l»y  all  this,  in  a  few  years  after,  Col.  Tyler  removed  to 
Montezuma,  and  became  identified  in  all  early  enterprises  and  im- 
prvvement  at  that  ])oint.  In  the  war  of  1812,  he  acted  as  Assistant 
Commissary  General  to  the  northern  army.  He  was  an  early 
promoter  of  the  canal  policy,  and  hi:*  memory  should  be  closely 
as&.xriated  with  all  that  relates  to  the  early  history  of  the  Erie 
Canal.     He  died  at  Montezuma,  in  1S27. 

There  followed  Danforlh  and  Tyler,  in  the  progress  of  settle- 
ment westward,  John  L.  Hardenburgh,  whose  location  was  called, 
in  early  years,  "  Hardenburgh 's  Comers,"  now  the  city  of  Auburn, 
la  1789,  James  Bennett  and  John  Harris,  settled  on  either  side  of 
Cayuira  L.ike,  and  established  a  ferry.  This  was  about  the  extent 
rf  settlement  west  of  the  lower  valley  of  the  Mohawk,  when  set- 
tlements in  the  Genesee  country  began  to  be  founded.  *  The  ven- 
erable Joshua  Fairbanks,  of  Lewiston,  who  with  his  then  young 
wife,  (who  is  also  living.)  came  through  from  Albany  to  Geneva  in 
the  winter  of  1789,  '90 ;  were  sheltered  the  first  night  in  the  "  un- 
Saished  locr  house"  of  Joseph  Blackmer,  who  had  become  a 
neii:hlx»r  of  Judge  Dean ;   and  the  next  night  at  Col.  Danforth's  ; 

XrtTE.  —  Fi»r  tht»  pniuM]vil  i:i(rts  in  the  alx»ve  brief  uoticc  of  one  whoee  history 
TfiMriiakr  AM  intonsiiii^  vohimo,  the  author  is  imlobted  to  the  "Hirtory  of  Onon- 
(Uja."  Fhi*  I'oiiiiLVtioii,  in  <ill  t}ii>«  n*in<>n.  of  pnniiinoiit  iiuli\iduals  with  CuL  Buit, 
it  hi-*  *.  ■•:rh-wv««t«*ni  s^'ht-ino.  wai*  far  iimro  oxti'it^ive  than  haj»  j^'iicrally  Iven  supnoa?(L 
It  •nihri.""!  naiii'-s  \\vtv.  tlie  nu-ntii)n  «if  whirh  wouKl  p>  far  t«»  1tiv«»r  the  concliuinn 
vhi'-h  TitiM/  a:i<l  its  (Jrvfli^jtc'iMoiitAhave  l«en  imNlitoini^,  tluit  the  M.'}ioiue.  an  iiu{)arted 
brOl.  i;-:rTt«i  hi-j  f'»Il'»wirs,  liail  nmhin:;  in  it  of  il«inu»stic  tn-asjiiL  There  wiTC  no 
Urtitr  friiii'l-*  t«»  tlu'ir  oHintry.  or  mori*anii-iit  •li'vott'os  to  its  iutorortn,  tluin  were  many 
Bkn  iif  wi->T<.-ru  Now  York,  who  W(Ti>  enlUtod  in  thist  schonio.  In  af^er  yejini»  when 
it  fin.i!;.ir  i*  ■:ivi-r!«:itii»n  with  an  infunnaiit  of  the  author,  (a  n."*iilfnt' of  weatera 
N\'T  V- :k.)  i.'«»l.  I»urr  !»|>«iki' rven  with  onthu<i:L<niof  Iiis  aM4K'Liti>^  here  —  naming^ 
li>ru.  iit.'l  <iyii:i;  that  aimmi;  th*  ni.  wen.*  men  whon>  he  wouKl  ch(K)*<>  to  K'ad  armiets 
'■r»T;,-i_v  ill  any  liiu'h  ai'liievoturnt  tluit  rt'iiuiriHl  tah-nti«  an«i  enenry  t»f  character.  At 
tli>^ -i-k  >ii  i-\ri>;iilii>.^'  tlii<;  n.ite  to  an  uiin>a.«onahle  len^h.  the  author  will  aild  the 
*;cf»;.:i*  r:ri'Ur*  )n-Torioal  faor,  that  tin'  inajH  ami  cIuirtH.  hy  whioh  the  Itritbdi  fleet 
ifj-rMu-  l»».-l  Nt.'W  Cru-aii-  in  the  war  of  1»*1'J,  were  thodo  pre|)an.Hl  in  western  Xcw 
^•■:k.  '■•/  a  ihvu  rtMilmt  here,  for  the  •ioMth-wef.teni  exiK'«liti«m  of  Col.  Ihirr.  The 
riii  ..ni-rnnce  wari  ai'oidental ;  the  taots  in  no  way  implicating  the  author  or  maker  of 

'Other  than  the  settlement  of  Jerosalcm. 
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there  being  no  ictenneduue  sender.  Thej  camped  out  tbe  iEr& 
night ;  and  the  tounh,  staid  with  John  Harris  on  the  Cajnga  Lai^ 
The  parents  of  Gen.  P&rkhurst  WhitZiev,  of  Niagara  Fa^  rr^m^ 
throogh  to  Seneca  Lake,  in  Febnsarj.  1790,  ^  camping  oni "  iant 
nicfats  west  of  R«'ja>e.  It  is  a^n'Joned,  in  coLnection  vhh  iioae 
account  of  the  eanv  advent  ka  Major  Danfonh.  in  Mar,  17».  :ida 
his  wile  saw  no  white  woDr..&n  :n  the  5ist  eizht  niOi.±s.  Tbes«  jl- 
cidents  are  cited,  to  rem:i^  the  yooLiger  c^ass  of  readers  Uia:  3e 
pioneers  of  this  region  j^A  only  casoe  to  a  wilderness,  fau:  had  a 
]ong  and  dreary  or:e  to  pass  t£JOQgh  before  arririiig  at  tbesr 
nation. 

Tbe  first  nanx  we  find  iofr  ali  New  York  west  c4  AlbanT, 
that  ber.owed  iy  the  Duurh  in  163S :  — ""  Terra  Incoznita.'  or  "^  vir 

known  land/'     It  was  next  Al'ianTcoontT  ;  in  1772  TrvoocoiKT 

•  •  •  • 

(named  from  the  u>en  English  Goven:or,)  was  set  oiE  emhracsncdi 
of  the  :erTiti>rr  b  this  n& ^e  west  of  a  line  drawn  n*jrth  au 
that  wou'J  pass  thr<:  ugh  'i-e  centre  of  Sc!»harie  cotiniy. 
diateh'  after  the  Rerclutliji.  the  name  was  chanced  tc  MociUn 
Aii  this  rez>:-ei  w^  ii.  Moi.:g-:mery  c^.<G£ity  when  serJeioent 
meisced.  In  17S>.  all  the  region  west  of  U'ica  was  U>e  uywm  di 
Whilestown.  The  £rs:  t.>wn  meetly  was  heii  ai  '±gt  -  bam  m 
Captain  rhi-iel  W7^:e,  \zi  said  District,  ir^  April.  17^9 :  Jcdediiah  Sa^ 
ger,  was  eiected  Superrls.:.'.  At  tiie  "ilrd  ^>-.vl.  u^ixi^z^  in  17fU 
Tnacwonhy  Co>k.  of  Poctpey.  asd  JerciLiih  G»:ii;;ii  cf  & 
Onondaga  ecti:::y,  aid  Ja-T^es  Wadswonh  cY  GeLese*:%  were 
path  master?.  Accord:  rj!y.  it  may  fce  noted  iha:  Mr.  W 
vas  the  first  path  marter  west  .:f  Cayuga  L^e.  It  cc^Jd  hare 
little  more  than  the  scperricl^.-!:  of  Iiidiaii  tnLl?  :  lut  the  "  w^rs: 
nmsthaTe  beenan  o:.er-:<is  :^k.  Mr.  W^iiwonh  h^  the  rear 
pieTioii&  done  scnaething  a:  j^.^  making.  nh:chir-:i&'ily  s^^sgts^ 
the  idea  that  be  wouli  make  a  go>jd  path  ZL.'^\tz.*  At  iat  cm 
l^eoeral  eSectioa  for  Whiter:: wr.,  the  p-i'lls  were  ^.:er.'^i  at  Cayv 
Ferry,  uxMirned  to  C»3r<idaga.  and  ck<sed  at  W:..:t:*:cwn,  Herti- 
mcr  Cii'inty  was  taken  frocr.  M:ntgomery  in  17&I.  and  Incladed  al 
west  of  the  present  c-i'jnty  of  M.-.-f^ooaery. 


•  '  Tip  tr«c  r*i_  !?:*■=  TC^i  v  ':•«   =Ai-.  ~  'Ijt  cf^=iirr_"B-fc#  z;  I"j«"   -.iiitr  :j 
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CHAPTER  111 


ni   {Txxsxx   rorvTXT   at  tks  rriM^  wHr\  *rm-«t«XT  com- 

r:T7.T5,-?S  .TTHE  C\VVTi\  *;£\rx  \U.T  ArrUl  THE   EcvoLmox. 


ji  Tir>ier  the   au5Vs>;<  cf  "Jv   Lessee  Coci::M2:v,    JeiaiuML 

«  mm 

l"i<L  '■s.vc^  u.ii:  her  jlv.jlI  o^a.cv.  w^i*  u:x>::  her  drsi:  kx*i;:v^~  upcs 
3tf  « ;•?;  'm=Ji  .X  :>*::e:A  L&Jie.  u:\>u  u>e  lu-iij^  Trill  L'uvCirh  ibe 
nJtfT  .-<■  I.V  S-sc-ehAr-uih.  &i>i  acr».>>*  We*:erT.  New  York  lo 
r^ixr  C^z.A.i^  -  :2ie  rr.u:::Ive  hi^hiarav  on"  aU  iis  nec-x: ;  o^e  or  im> 
u^ie  ii-z: ^^i>  hi.:  seii^^i  i:  Cji:herl::v'>  Tv -.viu  a:  'ihe  he^i  cc'  Sei- 

*  • 

•  •     T^  •  -  •  .... 

i  rrfci-T^  Tvuts  i;yo::  •J>e  M.iur»>ee,  M:chic^n  w;^5  a  w„ierrjess* 
«i»  -.i*  Fr^-jh  Y..„o?  a:i-:  -"w  Br:::>r  carrlskxi  *:  IViro::.  a::^  a 
iir  Frir.:*  se'.ijcr?  urv"^?.  rh-e  lV:rv\:  K>er  ini  :he   K:Ter  Riisia. 

CB    ~fc_»  •         ■  •  »i    -  •         .     •>.'«•.«'     -••»...-•      ■-•      •■-Ji      »tjv  ^ » ■■»»  »■_*•       **  *  ••  i      "•"    *•'    V^  

He  Gr-i:  We->:  —  \v.-i>  I:.,;.ir.  :err.:on\  juji  hr*!  :u:  irii:jiii  cccu- 
:t  •w,;.i  s^iv.^AT  c\."ir:\":-.5^  :o  :h-.>5e  rvskie  :2  rtfirvuce  v  Mich- 
Iz.  »ii:  it  ::-"»v  kr..^-.va  a>  Cir.AiA  \Vc^:.  :hen?  hai  S*^::  Jj? 

afcf  :■■"  ~*  ecDcrrer-.-Li-^  T  ,>>e  ."  :"^r  :he::  Cv\.^r.";>\rr..^  ii.vrvsi  :o 
^  K-^.  f*i  :r.r:e  :V-r  re/u^  :Vr  ilv  rPLVec:-or*  onVrevi  *rv  British 
i.v.'c  iffii  ^niwii  ivcujx&xicT.    The  tenninaucci  o£  ihe  scm^g^ 
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in  favor  of  the  colonies,  and  the  encouragement  afforded  by  the 
colonial  authorities,  gave  an  impetus  to  this  emigration  ;  yet  at  the 
period  of  the  first  commencement  of  settlement  in  Western  New 
York,  settlement  in  Canada  West  was  confined  to  Kingston  and  its 
neighborhood,  Niagara,  Queenston,  Chippewa,  along  the  banks  of  the 
Niagara  River,  with  a  few  small  settlements  in  the  immediate  inte- 
rior.  Upon  Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario,  there  were  a  few  British 
armed  vessels,  and  three  or  four  schooners  were  employed  in  the 
commerce,  which  was  confined  wholly  to  the  fur  trade,  and  the 
supplying  of  British  garrisons. 

Within  the  Genesee  country,  other  than  the  small  settlement  at 
Geneva,  and  the  Friend's  settlement,  w^hich  has  been  before  men- 
tioned, there  were  two  or  three  Indian  traders  upon  the  Genesee 
River,  a  few  white  families  who  were  squatters,  upon  the  flats ;  one 
or  two  white  families  at  Lewiston ;  one  at  Schlosser ;  a  negro,  with 
a  squaw  wife,  at  Tonawanda  ;  an  Indian  interpreter,  and  two  or 
three  traders  at  the  mouth  of  BuflTalo  creek,  and  a  negro  Indian 
trader  at  the  mouth  of  Cattaragus  creek.  Fort  Niagara  was  a 
British  garrison.     All  else  was  Seneca  Indian  occupancy. 

In  all  that  relates  to  other  than  the  natural  productions  of  the 
soil,  there  was  but  the  cultivation,  in  a  ruJe  wav,  of  a  few  acras  of 
flats,  and  intervals,  on  the  river  and  creeks,  wherever  the  Indians 
were  located ;  the  productions  principally  confined  to  com,  beans 
and  squashes.  In  the  way  of  cultivated  fruit,  there  was  in  several 
localities,  a  few  apple  trees,  the  seeds  of  which  had  been  planted  | 
by  the  Jesuit  Missionaries ;  and  they  were  almost  the  only  relic 
left  of  their  early,  and  long  continued  occupancy.  At  Fort  Niag- 
ara and  Schlosser,  there  were  ordinary  English  gardens. 

The  streams  upon  an  average,  were  twice  as  large  as  now ;  the 
clearing  of  the  land,  and  consequent  absorption  of  the  water,  having 
diminished  one  half,  and  perhaps  more,  the  quantity  of  water  then 
carried  ofi*  through  their  channels.  The  primitive  forests — other 
than  those  that  were  deemed  of  second  growth  —  that  are  standing 
now,  have  undergone  but  little  change,  that  of  ordinary  decay, 
growth,  and  re-production,  but  there  are  large  groves  of  second 
growth,  now  consisting  of  good  sized  forest  trees,  that  were  sixty 
years  ago  but  small  saplings.  The  aged  Senecas  point  out  in  many 
instances,  swamps  that  are  now  thickly  wooded,  that  they  have 
known  as  open  marshes,  with  but  here  and  there  a  copse  of  under 
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wood.  The  origin  of  many  marshes,  especially  upon  the  small 
streams,  may  be  distinctly  traced  to  the  beaver ;  the  erection  of 
their  dams,  and  the  consequent  flooding  of  the  lands,  having  des- 
troyed the  timber.  As  the  beaver  gradually  disappeared,  the  dams 
wore  away,  the  water  flowed  ofl*,  and  forest  trees  began  to  grow. 

And  here  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  remark,  that  a  very  com- 
mon error  exists  /in  reference  to  the  adaptedness  of  certain  kinds 
of  forest  trees  to  a  wet  soil.  We  find  the  soft  maple,  black  ash,  a 
species  of  elm,  the  fir,  the  spruce,  the  tamarack,  the  alder,  and 
several  other  varieties  of  trees  and  shrubs  growing  in  wet  soils, 
and  then  draw  the  inference  that  wet  soils  are  their  natural  local- 
ities. Should  we  not  rather  infer,  that  all  this  is  accidental,  or 
rather,  to  be  traced  to  other  causes,  than  that  of  peculiar  adaptation  ? 
Take  the  case  of  land  that  has  been  flooded  by  the  beaver:  —  the 
water  has  receded,  and  the  open  ground  is  prepared  for  the  recep- 
tion of  such  seeds  as  the  winds,  the  floods,  the  birds  and  fowls, 
brin^  to  it.  It  will  be  found  that  the  seeds  of  those  trees  which 
predominate  in  the  swamps,  are  those  best  adapted  to  the  modes  of 
transmission.  The  practical  bearing  of  these  remarks,  has  refer- 
ence to  the  transplanting  of  trees  from  wet  grounds.  Wherever 
the  ash,  the  fir,  spruce,  tamarack,  high  bush  cranberry,  soft  maple, 
&c.  have  been  transplanted  upon  up  lands,  and  properly  cared  for, 
they  furnish  evidence  that  it  was  a  casualty,  not  a  peculiar  adapta- 
tion, that  placed  them  where  found,  generally  stinted  and  unhealthy. 

But  little  was  known  in  the  colonies  of  New  York,  and  New 
England  of  Western  New  York,  previous  to  the  Revolution.  During 
the  twenty-four  years  it  had  been  in  the  possession  of  the  English, 
there  had  been  a  communication  kept  up  by  water,  via  Oswego 
and  Niagara,  to  the  western  posts ;  and  a  few  traders  from  the  east 
visited  the  Senecas.  The  expeditions  of  Prideux  and  Bradstreet 
were  composed  partly  of  citizens  of  New  England  and  New  York, 
but  they  saw  nothing  of  the  interior  of  all  this  region.  A  few 
years  previous  to  the  Revolution,  in  1765,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Kirk- 
land,  whose  name  will  appear  in  connexion  with  Indian  treaties,  in 
subsequent  pages,  extended  his  missionary  labors  to  the  Indian 
village  of  Kanadesaga,  where  he  sojourned  for  several  months, 
making  excursions  to  the  Genesee  River,  Tonawanda  and  Buffalo, 
Creeks.  He  was  the  first  protestant  missionary  among  the  Senecas, 
and  with  the  exception  of  Indian  traders,  probably  gave  the  people 
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of  New  England,  the  first  account  of  the  Genesee  countiy.*  Bat 
the  campaign  of  Gen.  Sullivan,  in  1779,  more  than  all  else  perhsfi 
sen'ed  to  create  an  interest  in  this  region.  The  route  of  the  umt. 
after  entering  the  Genesee  countr}-,  was  one  to  give  them  a  favon* 
ble  impression  of  it.  Tiiey  saw  the  fine  region  along  the  west  shne 
of  the  Seneca  Lake ;  and  passing  through  what  are  now  the  towns 
of  Seneca,  Phelps,  Gorham,  Canandaigua,  Bristol,  Bloomfield,  Rich- 
mond, Livonia,  Conesus,  they  passed  up  and  down  the  flats  of  the 
Genesee  and  the  Canasoraga.  To  eyes  that  had  rested  only  upoft 
the  rugged  scencr}'  of  New  England,  its  mountains  and  rocky  hiS 
sides,  its  sterile  soil  and  stinted  herbage,  the  march  must  have  il- 
fordcd  a  constant  succession  of  beautiful  landscapes ;  and  what  mi 
of  greater  interest  to  them,  practical  working  men  as  they  were, 
was  the  rich  easily  cultivated  soil,  that  at  every  step  caused  tbeffl 
to  look  forward  to  the  }^)eriod  when  they  could  make  to  it  a  second 
advent  —  a  peaceful  one  —  with  the  implements  of  agricoltore. 
rather  than  the  weapons  of  war.  Returning  to  the  firesides  of 
Eastern  New  York,  and  New  England,  they  relieved  the  dark  pic- 
ture of  retaliator}'  warfare  —  the  route,  the  flight,  smouldering 
cabins,  pilh:gc  and  spoliations — with  the  lighter  shades — descrip- 
tions of  the  Lakes  and  Rivers,  the  rolling;  up-lands  and  rich  vaDen 
—  the  Canaan  of  the  wilderness,  they  had  seen.  But  it  was  a  far 
off  land,  farther  off  than  would  seem  to  us  low,  our  remote  posses- 
sions upon  the  Pacific  ;  associated  in  the  minds  of  the  people  cf 
New  England,  with  all  the  horrors  of  a  warfare  they  had  known 
upon  their  own  extreme  borders ;  the  Revolution  was  not  consum- 


*  The  younu  isu-v^i^'nan-  l.a'I  Cr^:  ^oorJ  s^iino  of  tli<*  vummc:  mtH  ''f  the  Six  Xi 
at  theiiii-^i'-ii  ?<-li«.H«l  of  iLl-  llcv.  Mr.  WhotKick  in  Lriia::.nj,  Coniivitioui,  where  tkcy 
won.'  hi*  ft-llnw  tiV'Ai  ht!*.  arm!.::  wlii^ni  was  J«iS4.|  li  Km:!.  Tukiiitr  a  «lotp  intcnil 
ill  the  M-irirual  wiltaR*  «»i  tl.iir  i-.-.'rj .le.  hv  ir*.'t  iiitr«  "Iko"!  tn  'hfiii  ',ii*  a  uiisi^ionarr  (rf 
Sir  Wiinaiii  Johiii^'ii.  Wiih  Ii-'li.-iii  iriiiJes. larrviLi:  a  j;^k  cuii;:a!iiEji;;hi»  proTMOM 
travL-Uii;:;  v.\i>ii  r!.<iw  riuK^,  and  caiuj  i!.::  at  iiij)it  u]"  u  nvA  \iinU-T  hi*mli>ok  boi^;^ 
he  R-ai-ht-l  tlu*  luiiaii  r^-iiKiiiti.t  at  iiu-  i'-»t  oi  St-iita  I-ik«*.^  «»r  mrhcr  attlie  Sebca 
Cafitlo.  Hl'Wus  Wi'll  n-cti'.c'I  I'V  tlic-  v.I.iLf  r«;i-Lirti  «i  tif  ^illaL'i*.  and  iiiviti.'-.l  lore- 
main:  h'«t  aii'.ilicr  chivf  **(  Tin*  I'ai'ari  |  arty  i.f  tin.*  viU^Lt-,  >«Min  niailc  him  much 
trmWe.  aii«i  in  f;u-t  t'n<i;:nL'»T<.- 1  hi*  li:-.  hy  s.ccu-iiiir  him  ni  wirohoraft — <•!  L^iu|;  tbr 
caiiM^  uf  Tho  s'liLitn  «h  iitlM-f  ♦•:.»•  *•{  ih  ir  ji-*  ]'l'-.  lii*  wsi'.  I'iv  i  l:.'1  ai"q';iTtf  I  :hri>a2^ 
the  iniVii-ncii*!  his  fri'iul  th**  c)ii«i  pa''!u-!!i.   an<l  a  tru  ii-r  ir\*iu  :)»*•  Mtihawk.  br  th^ 


lu&mvi'i  Wfiiiplv.  thi*  L'ltlicr  (*t  Mm.  <;i:*.iTt  Ikrry.  :»iiJ  LTaniiiuii.ir  «»f  Mrs.  G< 
UtiMntr.*  At:«*rthu*  hf  wa."  i:iiiij:irr:i.U-«J  in  hi*»  n;i-.^i- ii;:ry  h.U-r^  Mr.  KirklaiKl't 
iut:>ii:iCf  with  tin'  I.'i-liaijotZial.lMi  him  Iv  do  ciiM-ntiai  h  nice  uurin?  liic  lUvwlulioc- 
iii  liivtrii::^  thim I'runi  li^iikr  anu  Brant 

*  >ee  Appendix,  X u.  5. 
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mated ;  long  years  it  must  be,  as  they  thought,  if  ever,  before  the 
goodly  land,  of  which  they  had  thus  had  glimpses,  could  become 
the  abode  of  civilization.  The  consummation  was  not  speedy,  but  it 
come  far  sooner  than  in  that  dark  hour,  they  allowed  themselves  to 
anticipate.  In  less  than  four  years  after  Sullivan's  expedition,  the 
war  of  the  Revolution  was  ended  by  a  treaty  of  peace ;  but  almost 
ten  years  elapsed  before  the  conflicting  claims  of  Massachusetts 
and  New  York  were  settled,  and  Indian  titles  had  been  extinguish- 
ed, so  as  to  admit  of  the  commencement  of  settlement. 

The  tide  of  emigation  to  the  Genesee  county,  was  destined  to 
come  principally  from  New  England.  A  brief  space,  therefore, 
may  be  appropriately  occupied  in  a  sketch  of  the  condition  of  the 
citizens  of  that  region,  after  the  Revolution,  in  the  vortex  of  which 
they  had  been  placed ;  and  in  this,  the  author  has  been  assisted  by 
the  venerable  Gen.  Micah  Brooks,  whose  retentive  memory  goes 
back  to  the  period,  and  well  informs  us  in  reference  to  the  men 
who  were  the  foremost  Pioneers  of  the  Genesee  country.  The 
sketch  is  given  as  it  came  from  his  hands :  — 

"  It  was  my  lot  to  have  my  birth  under  the  Colonial  Government 
In  childhood,  I  saw  our  fathers  go  to  the  field  of  battle,  and  our 
mothers  to  the  harvest  field  to  gather  the  scanty  crops.  Food  and 
clothing  for  the  army  was  but  in  part  provided ;  and  at  the  end  of 
the  war,  the  soldiers,  who  had  suffered  almost  beyond  endurance, 
were  discharged  without  pay ;  the  patriots,  who  had  su])pried  food 
and  clothing  for  the  army,  had  been  paid  in  Government  paper, 
which  had  become  worthless ;  the  great  portion  of  laborers  drawn 
from  the  farms  and  the  workshops,  had  reduced  the  country  to 
poverty;  and  commerce  was  nearly  annihilated.  The  fisheries 
abandoned,  the  labor  and  capital  of  the  people  diverted  into  other 
channels,  and  the  acts  of  peace  had  not  returned  to  give  any  sur- 
plus for  exportation.  A  national  debt  justly  due.  of  $100,000,000, 
and  the  Continental  Congress  no  power  to  collect  duties  on  imports, 
or  to  compel  the  States  to  raise  their  quotas.  The  end  of  the  war 
brought  no  internal  peace.  In  1785,  Congress  attempted  to  make 
commercial  treaties  with  England,  France,  Spain  and  Portugal ; 
each  refused ;  assigning  as  a  reason,  that  under  the  Confederacy, 
Congress  had  no  power  to  bind  the  States.  Spain  closed  the  Mis- 
sissippi against  our  trade,  and  we  were  expelled  from  the  Mediter- 
ranean by  Barbary  pirates ;  and  we  were  without  the  means  to 
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fight  them,  or  money  to  buy  their  peace.  The  attempt  of  the 
States  to  extend  their  commerce  was  abortive  ;  salt  rose  to  85  and 
98  per  bushel ;  and  packing  meat  for  exportation  ceased.  Massa- 
chusetts prc^ibited  the  exportation  of  American  products  in  British 
bottoms;  and  some  of  the  States  imposed  a  countervailing  duty 
on  foreign  tonnage.  Pennsylvania  imposed  a  duty  on  foreign  goods, 
while  New  Jersey  admitted  them  free  of  duty. 

"  During  the  war,  various  causes  had  operated  to  make  a  new  dis- 
tribution of  property:  —  those  equally  friendly  to  the  British  had 
secretly  traded  with  the  enemy,  and  supplied  them  with  fresh  provi- 
sions, while  their  troops  were  quartered  in  various  parts'  of  the 
country ;  thus  filling  their  pockets  with  British  gold.  At  the  close 
of  the  war,  a  large  amount  of  British  goods  were  sent  into  the 
country,  absorbing  much  of  its  precious  metals ;  tending  to  render 
us  still  dependent  on  British  favor.  While  all  those  whose  time  and 
property  had  been  devoted  to  the  cause  of  liberty  and  independ- 
ence, were  scarcely  able  to  hold  their  lands,  taxation  brought  dis- 
tress and  ruin  on  a  great  portion  of  our  most  worthy  citizem 
Time  was  required  by  those  who  had'  lost  their  time  and  property, 
to  re-establish  themselves  in  their  former  occupations ;  yet,  some 
of  the  States  resorted  to  vigorous  taxation,  which  created  discon- 
tent and  open  resistance.  The  great  and  general  pressure,  at  this 
time,  seemed  to  create  a  universal  attempt  of  all  creditors  to  en- 
force in  the  courts  of  law  all  their  demands  before  they  should 
be  put  at  hazard  by  the  sweeping  taxation,  which  was  evidently 
coming. 

"  It  mav  be  well  to  call  to  mind  the  condition  of  the  couRtr\",  as  to 
law  and  government.  At  the  period  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, we  had  neither  constitutions  nor  government,  and  the 
people  took  the  power  into  their  hands  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the 
nation.  The  people,  in  their  primary  assemblies,  attempted  to  ear- 
ly out  the  recommendations  of  the  American  Contrress  ;  and  that 
in  many  instances,  by  town  committees :  and  to  furnish  recniits  for 
the  army.  The  citizens  of  a  town  would  form  themselves  into 
classes ;  each  class  to  furnish  a  man.  equipped  for  service.  The  towns 
punished  treason,  arrested  and  expelled  lories,  levied  taxes,  and 
cordially  co-operated  in  all  the  leading  measures  of  that  day,  so  far 
as  related  to  our  National  Independence. 

*•  In  1786,  '7,  a  boy,  I  saw  the  Revolutionary  fathers  in  their 
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T  ■  \ry  d5seiabl:«i!.  The  scene  was  solemn  and  p.'^rtentoas !  Thev 
■  '^^'i  trt'ir  Ci?iii:iioa  country  without  a  constitution  and  covern- 
ren:.  ±r.i  wiihout  a  union.  The  supp«.>?ed  oppressive  measures  ot 
m  \y  .'i.n^  StJ.te  hxi  <•>  alanned  the  people  of  a  portion  ot"  it. 
'r^i  •'^r::  assistance  was  made  for  seIi-pn.>tec:ion.  and  the  protec- 
-•.c  c'  :  r.'ivrtv.  An  army,  in  resistance  to  a  proccedinir  of  the 
:i.crts  m'  [j.w  in  Massachusetts,  had  been  raised,  and  had  taken  the 
f.. .:  O'.-.  P..  a  m^n  oi  •^•■janiic  staaire,  and  a  soldier  of  the  Rev- 
.r::>:r .  wirh  his  associates  in  arms,  entered  the  court-house  ai 
NVr'-ni.Tv.'.-r..  sileuced  the  court :  and  in  a  voice  of  thunder,  order- 
^i  .:  :c'.  o!..^ii::j:  the  doi.^rs,  ar.d  usin^  the  court-house  as  his  castle, 
i  V.'?  j;u:-:v  of  Berkshire,  a  General,  with  three  hundred  volun- 
'-cr:^.  :.  id  :  .ken  the  ne!d.  in  open  resistance  to  State  authority :  and 
±e  .."*>i  ■•{  the  citizens  ha«.l  been  shed,  and  the  execution  of 
S-^:e  -'.vs  had  beer,  sustv nded.  Other  sections  i^f  our  cour.tr\" 
Tpin  -.z  JL  state  ■■f  insurrvction.  and  no  prospect  of  relief  from  any 
5oarr^  ■?:*  me^i::i:or".u  power  then  existin|r.  The  apptviling  scenes 
aa:  :.:!. -.ved.  filled  the  American  people  with  tear  and  dread.  The 
•jKtT'ess  :.:a:  existed.  m:;:ht  be  an  apoli^sy  for  the  resistance  of  the 
a"»s.  v»  h.-:h  was  afterwards  regretted  by  those  who  partook  in  it.  a 
iixTor  .^f  whom  I  saw  who  had  left  their  homes  and  wandered  as 
Xc*:*^'::s  :o  evade  Lhe  punishment  that  the  law  wotild  indict  on 

*  A  Z'^-r  f;ei.i  was  now  oper.:?d  to  exhibit  the  pi.nvers,  i^jnius  and 
ece.T-.:-  rf  -he  A::ierioa::  :eoL'!e.  Thev  scon  discovered  what  was 
tiifir.'..  :1  :    their  securitv  .md  ravsivriiv  :  and  in  their  deliberations, 

.  k  •  • 

r-vr-i  ;..: :  ador:ed  an  ordinance,  or  constitution,  which  thev  de- 
■:ar^:  :  ■  :e  "  in  oaijr  to  form  a  more  rertect  unior..  establish  ^us- 
tee.  -"sure  d'.'n:esil/  trai:«.;ui[::y.  and  pa^vide  for  the  ^nerai  de« 
icc-e  '.  r:r:-.v^te  the  antral  welfare,  and  secure  the  bless: n^rs  of 
-Si.ry  -.0  .^urselves  and  our  jvxsterity ;'  and.  althou^  defects  and 
;■»■  ■  •-  vf  its  re::o*.\itinj:  rvwer  existevi.  vet.  in  a  spirit  o(  concilia- 
Z'.c.  --•_v  adopted  it. 

A:  'r.'t  r^i'.e  the  new  cor.stkuti«>n  went  into  effect,  a  new  class 
:i  .-..'  r^r<  aiivarevi.  These  sturdv  b«.^vsw  who  were  taught  in 
"US  -?:ss  :a'ri".s  durir..:  the  war.  hid  ;ja*wn  to  manhood,  and  with 
r^-:'.:  rrd  enerrv.  re'.\iiad  the  depredations  which  cor.recdinjr 
!."•  ..-fs  n.ii  srreai.  A:ii  m.ir.v  of  th'>?e  soldiers  uho  composed 
SiL.vi:^  j  JXTDy,  axki  who  had  {wnctrated  the  western  wilds  of  this 
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Sutc,  to  chastise  the  savages  for  cruelties  inflicted  on  their  friencc 
.ttiil  relations:  those  who  had  viewed  the  beauties  of  the  Genesee, 
itiid  the  rich  table  lands  of  Western  New  York,  resolved  to  leave 
the  sterile  soil,  the  worn  and  exhausted  lands  of  Xew  England,  and 
with  their  families,  under  the  guidance  and  protection  of  a  kind 
Providence,  gathered  their  small  substance,  pioneered  the  wav 
thruuf^h  a  long  wilderness,  to  the  land  of  promise  —  the  Genesee 
countrv. 

In  179G,  in  common  with  the  sons  of  New  England,  I  had  a 
strong  disposition  to  explore  the  regions  of  the  west^  and  avail  my* 
self  if  possible,  of  a  more  productive  soil,  where  a  more  boontihii 
reward  would  relieve  the  toil  of  labor.  I  traversed  the  Mohawk, 
the  Susquehannah,  the  Seneca  and  the<jenesee.  I  saw  the  scatter- 
ed Pioneers  of  the  wilderness  in  their  lonelv  cabins,  cheered  br 

•  •  • 

the  hope  and  promise  of  a  generous  reward,  tor  all  the  temporvv 
privations  they  then  suffered.  Their  hearts  were  cheered  with  the 
sight  of  a  stranger,  and  they  greeted  him  with  a  welcome.  I  found 
in  most  of  the  pioneer  localities,  that  three-fourths  of  the  heads  of 
families  had  been  soldiers  of  the  Revolution.  Schooled  in  the  prin- 
ciples that  had  achieved  that  glorious  work,  they  only  apprecteled 
the  responsibilities  they  had  assumed,  in  becoming  founders  of  new 
setdements,  and  the  proprietors  of  local,  religious,  educational  and 
moral  institutions.  These  Pioneers  inherited  the  principles  and 
firmness  of  their  forefathers ;  and  whatever  in  reason  and  pro- 
priety they  desired  to  accomplish,  their  energ}'  and  perseverance 
carried  into  effect.  They  subdued  the  forest,  opened  avenues  of 
intercourse,  built  houses  and  temples  for  worship,  with  a  rapidity 
unknown  in  former  ages.  For  intelligence  and  useful  acquirements 
thev  were  not  out  done  in  anv  ace ;  and  were  well  skilled  in  all  the 
practical  duties  of  life.  In  seven  or  eight  years  from  the  first  en- 
trance of  a  settler,  a  number  of  towns  in  Ontario  county,  were  fur- 
nished with  well  chosen  public  libraries." 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


PHELPS  AND  GORHAM  8  PURCfHASC  OP  MA8SACMUSCTTB  —-OLIVER  PHELPS, 

HIS  ADVENT    TO  THE  GRJVESEE  COUNTRY,  AND  HIS  TREATY 

WITH    THE    SENEGAS  :  NATHANIEL    GORHAM. 


Oliver  Phelps  was  a  native  of  Windsor,  Connecticut.  Soon 
after  he  became  of  age,  the  resistance  to  British  oppression  com- 
menced in  the  colony  of  Massachusetts,  and  he  became  an  active 
partizan,  participating  in  the  revolutionary  spirit,  with  all  the  zeal 
of  youth  and  ardent  patriotism.  He  was  among  the  men  of  New 
England,  who  gathered  at  Lexington,  and  helped  to  make  that  early 
demonstration  of  intended  separation  and  independence.  Soon 
after,  without  the  influence  of  wealth  or  family  distinction  —  with 
nothing  to  recommend  him  but  uncommon  energy  of  character,  and  a 
reputation  he  had  won  for  himself —  though  but  a  youth,  he  was 
.enrolled  as  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  Committee  of  Safety. 
When  the  troops  of  Connecticut  were  first  organized,  and  had 
taken  the  field,  he  entered  the  service  of  a  contractor  ot  the  army, 
and  soon  after  had  an  appointment  in  the  commissary  department, 
the  duties  of  which  he  continued  to  discharge  until  the  close  of  the 
Revolution. 

On  the  return  of  peace,  he  settled  in  Suffield,  Massachusetts. 
He  held  in  succession,  the  offices  of  member  of  Assembly,  Sena- 
tor, and  a  member  of  the  Governor's  council.  Robert  Morris 
having  been  at  the  head  of  financial  affairs  during  the  Revolution, 
Mr.  Phelps  had  made  his  acquaintance,  and  for  a  few  years  after 
its  close,  business  relations  brought  them  frequently  together.  Maj. 
Adam  Hoops,  who  had  been  the  aid  of  Gen.  Sullivan,  in  his  expe- 
dition to  the  Genesee  country,  was  a  resident  of  Philadelphia,  and 
an  intimate  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Morris.  It  was  during  interviews 
with  them,  that  Mr.  Phelps  was  confirmed  in  a  favorable  opinion  of 
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this  re;:i':»n,  and  the  inducements  it  held  out  to  enterprise,  which  had 
been  acquired  by  the  representations  of  his  Xew  England  nti^- 
bors,  who  had  l^en  in  Sullivan's  expedition. 

So^jn  after  ^lassachusetts  becanrie  jx^ssessed  of  the  pre-emp:>ji 
right  }»y  deed  o{  cession  from  Xew  York,  he  resolved  ujjon  beiL2 
interested  in  the  purchase  of  one  nrjillion  of  acres ;  and  for  tLis 
puq»ose  associated  hifiiself  with  Judjie  Sullivan,  Messrs.  Skinner 
and  Chapin,  William  Walker,  and  several  of  his  friends  in  Berk- 
shire. Before  they  had  matured  their  plans  however,  Naihaxjci 
Gorham  had  made  proposals  to  the  Legislature  for  the  purchase  of 
a  \*fjr\\ou  of  the  Genesee  lands.  Mr.  Phelps  had  a  conference  nith 
Mr.  Gorham,  and  to  prevent  coming  in  collision,  thev  mutoaBr 
agreed,  that  Mr.  Gorham  should  merge  himself  w;:h  the  association 
and  consider  his  proposition  a«=  made  lor  their  common  benefit.  He 
hai  p.'^oposed  the  [jurcha^ie  of  one  million  of  acres,  at  one  and  six- 
pence currency  j-er  acre,  [iriyable  in  the  '^j'u'Jic  paper  of  the  com- 
mon v.e'.irn.**  The  Ilou^e  of  Representatives  acceded  to  the  propo- 
sition. 1  ut  the  Strnate  non-concurred.  In  a  letter  to  one  of  the 
a<i«oci:itf'>,  announciLir  the  result.  Mr.  Phelf*  observes: — "We 
foun  i  such  opj»o>ition  in  the  Senate,  and  ^y  many  person's  ears  and 
eyes  wi■]^•  oj»"n.  |rf'pa;:::i;r.::  creat  stories  abc»ut  the  value  of  those 
bnfi<.  tliTit  \\f'  t::0UL'ht  Ix-st  to  fi05tf»one  the  affair  until  the  next 
session. "     Thi*  \\u^  n.t  the  sei'sion  of  17S7. 

Thf  t.i\rc\  «'f  Mr.  GThtm's  offer  was  to  brinz  competitor*  into, 
tfje  fj..-j  i.  a!.d  f-il.er?  I.aI  r'.so'vel  upon  makiri'  proposals  before  the 
!e.';:r!a:^;:e  ajnln  C'ljvenr-d  in  Aj-ri!,  17SS.  A i-o*. he r  coi.-j promise 
w:i«  njrt'i'-  which  a-'Jmiv.ed  new  jfartners,  and  e^i^race'^  all  who 
:.r:l  M:y  ir.tention  of  {■u.-cha'y?.  in  one  associrit!-  r..  of  which  Messr* 
Ti.fr!;  s  ai.d  (.i«.'ihrim  \\ere  C'.-:-s:i:i:ted  tiie  rt-j-rv-.vMatives.  They 
HiSde  jroj»f;*3l5  for  all  the  lands  enjbraced  in  the  cession  of  Massa- 
cl;usefs.  which  were  acced'-d  to :  the  stipule -trd  consideration  beifig 
$100.0i»0.  j-ayaMe  inthej-ublic  j-^j-er  of  Massachusetts:  the   price 


_  -Tt  —  IT.  :.,:,•;  r    :■   :'.•    »■    ^.-'j-    >ir.  :-•:;-  :.- I  r.- .     •■.■;.f  :-,.  t-..  T."j-r» 

III*"  j'Uj"  ■•»!     «,:••■-  •Xi    -t    «    ^—       A  J.'         •    '.      ■    ;•  ^  ■  I  •  •    ■   .•    -•     %*■•  m  .  i  ..-■.    Ti.»    Ts*  ■•■it  ^Mv 

dL<r>>V4il  i:  •-•i-  .■•-'■■  "R:-*.  L-"-"'  "J  ■■■■  -  ;■  "■'  •  --'"  •  -/  '■  -■'  ■  -"-  i  .  •  f  *>  Wi'i  ii- 
terr&l*^  «'f  vVi^ :.  Tn.  •■  ■.:  :  i—  ■•.:  ..  :  ■  :;••.■.  l--  •-::-  "'.  -r  .  !:'.t  ..r  <"*  ■  ■ ...  :ji-.t  Rjrf* 
Then-  *.n  xr^'.v  k^:  -^  -t  .--  >•.  :*■  j.-.*.  -n:.-  -a  -fc. '_'*.:■  :..  ■  :  :L  ■.  U--.  ^m.-uth*. 
▼Lit.  I  va-  :'j  "jjr  '.  .\\ry.  "W-.i  l:.  ...  *  r  k*.'-  j-^-i-i  i:c;;lu  kiJ  Ic  rif..:  i:.iik- 1*«* 
thui  a  IruLi-I  a  'iar.' 
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of  which  being  much  depressed,  it  was  selling  at  a  high  rate  of 
discount. 

So  much  accomplished,  the  share  holders  held  a  meeting,  appoint- 
ed  Gen.  Israel  Chapin  to  go  out  and  explore  the  country;  Mr. 
Phelps  the  general  agent,'  whose  first  duty  was  to  hold  a  treaty  with 
tlie  Indians,  and  purchase  the  fee  or  right  of  soil ;  Mr.  Grorham  as  an 
agent  to  confer  with  the  authorities  of  New  Yorjc,  in  reference  to 
running  the  boundary  or  pre-emption  line ;  and  Mr.  William  Walk^ 
er,   as  the  local  agent  of  surveys  and  sales. 

The  Lessees  and  their  ''long  lea'se,''  was  an  obstacle  duly  con- 
sidered by  the  purchasers,  for  they  were  aware  of  the  exertions 
they  were  making  to  thwart  the  commissioners  of  New  York,  and 
had  no  reason  to  anticipate  any  thing  less  from  them,  in  their  own 
case.  Massachusetts  had  joined  New  York,  in  declaring  the  leases 
illegal  and  void,  but  the  association  were  well  advised  that  they 
could  not  succeed  in  a  treaty  with  the  Senecas,  against  the  powerfiil 
influences  the  Lessees  could  command,  through  their  connection 
with  Butler,  Brant,  Street,  and  their  associates  in  Canada,  and  the 
Indian  traders  and  interpreters  in  their  interest.  A  compromise 
was  resolved  upon  as  the  cheapest  and  surest  means  of  success. 
Proceeding  to  Hudson,  Mr.  Phelps  met  some  of  the  principal  Les- 
sees, and  compromised  with  them  upon  terms  of  which  there  are 
no  records,  but  there  is  evidence  which  leads  to  the  conclusion,  that 
they  were  to  become  shareholders  with  him  and  his  associates. 
The  Lessees  on  their  part,  contracted  to  hold  another  treaty  with 
the  Indians  at  Kanadesaga,  surrender  their  lease  of  all  the  lands 
west  of  the  Massachusetts  pre-emption  line,  and  procure  for  the 
same,  a  deed  of  cession,  Phelps  &  Gorham,  for  themselves  and 
associates,  to  be  the  grantees. 

Mr.  Phelps  returned  to  New  England  and  made  preparations  for 
attending  the  treaty  at  Kanadesaga,  which  was  to  be  convened  and 
carried  on  under  the  general  supervision  of  John  Livingston,  the 
principal  agent  of  the  Lessees.  In  all  confidence  that  the  arrange- 
ment would  be  consummated,  Mr.  Phelps  started  upon  his  advent  to 
the  Genesee  country  with  a  retinue  of  agents,  surveyors,  and  assis- 
tants, prepared  to  take  possession  of  the  country  and  commence 
operations.  Arriving  at  Schenectady  on  the  8th  of  May,  the  party 
pat  their  baggage  on  board  of  batteaux  and  arranged  to  go  on  horse- 
back to  Fort  Stanwix,  as  far  as  there  was  any  road,  and  from  there 
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embark  in  thnr  batteanx.    Mr.  Fhdpa  wrola  fron 

that  theT  were  lifcdT  to  be  delayed  there  br  the  noQ-anmral  of  Ife 

•  ■  «  * 

laTingston ;  that  he  had  met  manrmifiiTonble  ramai%  tfaa  fvprt 
of  one  of  which  was  that  the  Indiana  had  refilled  to  treal 
Lifingston,  and  that  they  had "  taken  np  and  whiinaA 
pereons"  m  his  interests  who  had  preceded  him  at 

On  the  ISth  he  wrote  to  CoL  Wadsworth,  of  HartfanL 
ton  had  arrired,  with  hb  pnyrisions  and  goods  for  tfaa  tiea^  iM 
all  was  on  board  of  batteanx,  and  the  expedition  was  dibaftia 
on;  but  he  adds* that  an  Oneidk Indian  had  joatanmd 
west  with  the  inibrmation  that  Brant  has  "^  got  the  Indiana 
at  BoflMo  creek,  and  is  prrpiading  them  to  take  up  the  hatched 
possible  not  to  treat  with  US."    Ife  expresses  his  fiBantbUtha 
winfril;andaddshisregrets,ashe  tUnksit  wiD  '^htep 
ment  a  whole  rear." 

Mr.  Phelps  did  not  arrive  at  Kanadesaga,  (jSeatwrn^ 
first  of  Jane.    On  the4th  he  wrote  to  one  of  h^  aiaoeiatB 
Fowler,  informing  him  that  the  Indians  had  not  coBectedL 
ler  and  Brant  had  collected  them  at  BnflUo  enA  and 
them  not  to  treat  with  Livingston.    Bat  inasmuch  as 
had  sent  out  runners  and  interpreter^  he  is  in  hopes  thej  w9  frt 
becoDected.    "lam  weD  pleased/' he  sars»  "with  what  I 
of  the  conntrr.     This  place  is  sitnated  at  the  foot  of 
on  a  beaotifnl  hill  which  orer  looks  the  conntrj  aroimd  it, 
a  fine  prospect  of  the  whole  lake,  which  is  about  ibrtf 
length.    Here  we  propose  boikiing  the  citr.  as  there  m 
carriase  from  this  to  Schenectadv ;  with  onlr  two 


of  one  mile  each.    I  design  to  set  out  to-morrow  to  viewtlie 
Flats." 

After  waiting  at  Kanadesega  antO  the  17th  of  Jnne,  Mr. 
made  op  his  mind  that  the  Lessees  wooM  be  imable  to 
contract,  and  informed  their  agent,  Mr.  Livingston,  that  he 
proceed  independent  of  them  or  their  lease,  to  treat  with  the 


XoTE.— >Iii  ■ddixion  to  other  ktten  of  introdiKtioit  be  had  pioTided 
in  ewe  of  zictf«»tT,  ha  zTr.<zred  one  ax  Kanadcflaga  from  DbnuDiqiw 
F««fidi  Ixsdian  tnder  at  CaAoag,  who  vieldedmore  infhicDcc  chn  i 

thaa  a&T  oae  man  fa»i  lince  xiut  daji  of  the  Jcooh  Fatben^  sad  J' 

en^ntiallT  aidcil  the  Le8K<«  aa  t^  reader  haa  obaorcd,  and  nov  as 
pnowd  the  imereit^  of  Mr.  Phelpa.    Aooo^  lutiaB  tradcra.  ialaii 
aliaiMt  be  aud.  miaBocariea;  at  ihat  period^"  ercry  aaa  had  lya 
g^enenl!  T  pBjafafe  in  bmd,  in  caK  it  riioahl  be  aMiaed 
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He  had  by  this  time  discovered  that  there  was  a  "  screw  loose'* 
between  the  "  New  York  Genesee  Company"  and  the  "  Niagara 
Genesee  Company"  and  that  they  were  pulling  in  different  directions. 
Inferring  that  the  balance  of  power  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Niag- 
ara Company,  Mr.  Phelps  taking  the  Indian  trail,  proceeded  to  Niag- 
ara, where  he  met  Butler,  Brant  and  Street.  He  secured  their 
co-operation,  and  they  agreed  to  procure  a  gathering  of  the  Indians 
at  Buffalo  creek  for  the  purpose  of  holding  a  treaty  with  him.  Mr. 
Phelps,  rejoined  his  friends  at  Kanadesaga  where  he  remained  until 
a  deputation  of  chiefs  waited  upon  him  to  conduct  him  to  the  coun- 
cil fire  they  had  lighted  at  Buffalo  creek,*  where  he  and  his  party 
arrived  on  the  4th  of  July. 

Negotiations  were  commenced.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Kirkland  was 
present,  appointed  by  a  law  of  Massachusetts  to  superintend  the 
treaty  and  see  that  no  injustice  was  done  to  the  Indians,  and  his 
assistant,  superintendent,  Elisha  Lee,  Esq.  of  Boston.  The  inter- 
pfeters  were  James  Deane  and  Joseph  Smith,  William  Johnstone, 
Mr.  Kirkland  and  several  others.  Besides  these,  there  were  also 
present,  John  Butler,  Joseph  Brant,  Samuel  Street,  the  officers  of 
Fort  Niagara.  The  Lessees,  following  up  Mr.  Phelps,  were  repre- 
sented by  John  Livingston,  Caleb  Benton  and  £zekiel  Gilbert. 
Chiefii  of  the  Onondagas,  Cayugas,  and  the  Mohawks  were  also 
present. 

On  the  opening  of  the  council,  Mr.  Phelps  produced  the  comniis- 
sion  given  him  by  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts :  f  had  it  inter- 
preted ;  and  made  a  speech,  explaining  the  object  of  the  treaty ; 
the  right  he  had  purchased  of  Massachusetts,  &c.  Most  of  the 
Seneca  chiefs,  of  which  there  was  a  pretty  full  delegation  present, 
were  f<ir  selling  a  portion  of  their  lands.  They,  however,  stood 
oat  as  to  the  quantity.  They  had  come  to  the  treaty,  determined 
upon  making  the  Genesee  river  the  eastern  boundary  of  their  ces- 
noD«  and  they  stoutly  resisted  innovation  west  of  it  for  several 
days:  but  finally  yielded,  and  fixed  the  western  boundary  as  it  was 


*  Bad  Jacket  was  at  the  head  of  this  deputation.  Afterwards,  in  1790,  at  a  council 
itTioga,  whencomplaioinstoMr.  Pickering  of  some  wrong  in  reference  to  Mr.  rhclp'a 
tnaij,  he  said :— ''Then  1,  Billy,  and  The  Heap  of  Dom,  went  to  Kanadesaga  and 
took  Mr.  Phelpabj  the  hand,  and  led  him  to  our  couucufire  at  Bufi^o  creek.*' 

Then  all  know, 
as  big  as  my 
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aftenn'ards  established.    Mr.  Phelps,  in  a  statement  he  made  of  the 
transactions,  says,  "  the  council  was  conducted  in  a  friendly  ind 
amicable  manner."    The  negotiation  then  turned  upon  the  price  to 
be  paid ;  and  Mr.  Phelps  and  the  Indians  failing  to  agree,  they  nm- 
tually  appointed  John  Butler,  Joseph  Brant,  Elisha  Lee,  as  referees 
who  agreed  that  Mr.  Phelps  should  pay  for  the  tract  purchased,  tft 
thousand  dollars,  and  an  annuity  of  five  hundred  dollars  for  eTcr. 
The  Indians  had  consented  to  take  for  the  quantity  of  land  tkf 
were  conveying,  a  sum  which  would  amount  to  a  fair  proportkm 
of  what  the  Lessees  had  agreed  to  pay  for  their  whole  country,  and 
this  was  the  basis  upon  which  die  price  was  fixed. 

The  lands  thus  ceded,  constituted  what  is  now  known  as  PhdiTf 
and  Gorham's  Purchase  ;  its  eastern  boundary,  the  MassacfaoseUi' 
pre-emption  line ;  and  its  western  boundary,  a  line  **  beginning  k 
the  northern  line  of  Pennsylvania,  due  south  of  the  comer  or  poiit 
of  land  made  by  the  confluence  of  the  Genesee  river  and  the  Ca- 
ascraga  Creek ;  thence  north  on  said  meridian  line  to  the  coner, 
or  point,  at  the  confluence  aforesaid ;  thence  northwardly  along  lb 
waters  of  the  Genesee  river,  to  a  point  two  miles  nordi  of 
wagus  village ;  thence  running  due  west  twelve  miles ;  thence 
ning  northwardly,  so  as  to  be  twelve  miles  distant  from  the  western 
bounds  of  said  river  to  the  shores  of  Lake  Ontario."  WHUb 
these  boundaries,  were  contained,  by  estimation,  2,600,000  acres. 

Soon  after  arriving  at  Buflalo  Creek,  Mr.  Phelps  saw  that  lb 
Lessee  agents  would  embarrass  his  negotiations  —  at  least, 
delay  —  and  he,  therefore,  made  a  compromise,  stipulating  the 
veyance  to  them  of  the  four  townships  named  in  another  comiee- 
tion;  besides,  as  may  well  be  inferred,  paying  their  immediitt 
agents  well  for  a  forbearance  in  the  work  of  mischief^  in  whick 
lliey  were  so  persevering.  Their  release  of  so  much  as  was  ifr 
eluded  in  his  purchase,  was  interpreted  to  the  Indians. 

The  Niagara  Genesee  Company,  Butler  and  his  associates,  in  aJ- 
dition  to  their  interests  in  common  with  all  the  Lessees,  had  an  ii* 
dej>endeiit  claim  for  convening  the  Indians ;  and  bv  their  infloeiM 


XoTE.  — W  nil  th<-  «;nrT  of  tl«-  -Mill  j^itc."  the  mdw  will  bo  familiar.  Thr«- 
th..r  finds  in.  nv-.r.!  of  it ;  but  it  mar  well  he  pn-tEumi-d.  that  Mr.  Phelin,  in  xn^ 
\\.v  fxltnsinn  tl  hi-  j-irch:!?^.  U-v«.iid  the  Geni'&c-c  rivor.  f^poko  of  builil£ie  a  mulS 
the  Palls,  ami  in  all  iTr.>iabiliiy.Yromisi-<J  tn  do  w  fiT  the  mutual  benefit  of  the  !► 
duiUB  and  tiie  wiiiu'  K-itlen :  fur  imrnodiatclT  after  the  maty,  he  care  the  100 
£b«iiczer  AUaii.  upon  condition  that  he  wou£i  arect  a  «w-iiiiU  and  grift-milL 
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io  fact  enaUing  Mr.  Phelps  to  accomplish  his  purpose.  This  was, 
probably,  arranged  by  a  promise  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Phelps,  to  give 
them  an  interest  in  common  with  himself  and  associates.  * 

Mr.  Phelps,  befoi^  leaving  the  country,  set  surveyors  to  work, 
mkler  the  direction  of  Col.  Hugh  Maxwell,  to  divide  the  newly  ac- 
tjoired  country  into  townships ;  and,  having  fixed  upon  Canandai- 
gua  as  the  primitive  locality,  the  focus  of  intended  enterprise,  re> 
tnrDed  to  Suffield.  All  retired  as  winter  approached,  and  left  the 
whole  region  in  possession  of  its  ancient  owners.t  Arrived  at  home, 
Mr.  Phelps  reported,  by  letter  to  his  principal  associates,  the  result 
of  his  embassy.  "  You  may  rely  upon  it,"  says  he  "  that  it  is  a  good 
eoontry ;  I  have  purchased  all  that  the  Indians  will  sell  at  pre- 
mmt :  and,  perhaps,  as  much  as  it  would  be  profitable  for  us  to  buy 
at  this  time;."  Mr*  Walker,  after  having  remained  in  the  country 
«itO  nearly  the  setting  in  of  winter,  returned  and  was  present  at  a 
neeting  of  the  associates  in  January.  He  reported  that  her  had 
nid  and  contracted  about  thirty  townships.  At  this  meeting,  a 
fifisoo  of  the  land  took  place ;  a  large  proportion  of  the  shares 
bat  small  ones,  the  largest  pcurtion  of  the  lands  falling  into  the 


*  Speh  wold  fleem  to  have  been  the  amngement,  thoosh  a  mmmdentendiiig  and 
fitinckia  cnned.  Soon  after  Mr.  Phelps'  lax^e  sale  to  Robert  Morria.  ** Sami^lSticet 
M  ocfaen."  Ithe  Xiacara  Lonee  Company.)  filed  a  bill  in  chanccrv.  setting  forth 
Ifai  tbnj  »eie  entitled^to  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  **  fifteen  one  hundred  and  twentieth 
Mi**  Vf  all  of  Phelps*  and  Gorham*s  Purchase,  bv  virtue  of  an  agreement  made  by 
Jfr.  rW^  at  the  treatT  of  BufEilo  Creek.  Upon  tfie  bill  of  complaint,  an  injunction 
vw  imtd  acainst  Phelps  and  Gt>rham.  their  aasociates  in  intereat,  and  their  grantees ; 
htthov  thelnUtcr  was  arranged,  the  authi^r  is  unable  to  state.  An  interminable 
janci  amsB  becween  the  two  leasee  companies :  and  the  Canada  company  had  but 
■Bk.  if  anr.  of  the  avails  of  the  four  townships.  Some  of  their  correspondence  re- 
De  of  the  anecdote  of  the  gambler,  who.  after  pocketing  cards,  and  practicing 
oi  hk  professit^n  fin*  a  wlwk  evening  Tery  giaTely  complained  that  there 


OGfeoeva)  exreficed.     Mr.  Phelps*  intentions  of  founding  a  settlement 
which  the  reader  will  hare  noticed,  was  of  coarse  changed,  when  he  found 
aneording  to  the  original  sorrev  of  the  pre^n^icion  line,  the  locality  wasoff  from 
~  Canandajgoa  was  his  next  choice. 


^ — There  has  been  a  rerr  common  mistake  as  to  where  Mr.  Phelps  held  his 
iaihan  tnaty :  and  this  work  wiU.  pit»bablT.  &11  into  the  hands  of  those  who  will  in- 
«■  that  it  was  as  Canandaigua.  pointing  out  the  very  spi>:  upon  which  it  was  held. 
The  tm^r  has  been  per[wtutatcd  by  historians  md  essayists,  who  have  added  a  fiuicy 
Aecrht^f  a  ftcene  at  the  tivaty  grc^und : — Red  Jacket  el^xiuently  invoking  the  war 
«▼.  the  tomahawk  and  scalping  knile.  and  Farmer's  B.-othei:  oppoanOim.  The 
tk>ie  #:«M^  is  spoiled  by  Red  Jacket's  own  asKrtion.  that  he  and  "  BiIIt.  and  the 
Bi^»  of  lloga.*'  ]«d  Mr.'PhehiafixNn  Kanadesacat^the  trvaty  at  BuffidoCrv«k.  There 
was  i>^  cppoaitioii  to  the  Phelps*  treaty  at  the  time;  bat  one  afterwards  appeared. 
Iht  klea  t»f  a  land  tivaty  of  Mr.  Phelps  with  the  Indiana,  at  Canandaigua,  must  have 
•MBS  frT»m  a  gaihcring  which  was  hibd thers  in  lid!^,  wha  Mi:  Phdps*  pajmsoti  be- 
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traders  and  some  interpreters  among  them,  promoted  the  trouble, 
and  in  that  then  retreat  of  disturbed  spirits,  and  haters  of  every 
Ihing  that  was  American — the  refugees  of  the  Revolution,  and 
British  officers  and  agents  —  Fort  Niagara  and  its  precincts  —  there 
were  disturbers  other  than  those  that  had  been  compromised  with. 
The  Indian  chief  Complanter,  was  the  principal  representative  of 
the  malcontents. 

In  August,  1790,  Mr.  Phelps  being  in  the  Genesee  country,  wrote 
to  the  elder  Mr.  Gorham  in  Boston,  and  after  giving  a  somewhat  dis- 
couraging accoimt  of  the  almost  universal  prevalence  of  disease 
among  the  new  settlers,*  informs  him  that  the  Indians  had  been  at 
Canandaigua,  and  refused  to  receive  any  farther  payments,  alledg- 
ing  that  the  amount  of  purchase  money,  aside  from  the  annuity, 
was  to  have  been  ten,  instead  of  five  thousand  dollars.  He  adds, 
that  some  recent  murders  of  Indians  committed  at  Tioga,  by  whites, 
had  helped  to  exasperate  them ;  that  he  was  about  to  set  out  to  visit 
their  principal  villages  to  appease  them ;  and  that  if  he  did  not  suc- 
ceed, he  feared  they  would  retaliate  by  a  general  attack  upon  the 
whites. 

At  an  Indian  council  by  Mr.  Pickering  at  Tioga,  in  November, 
Red  Jacket  and  Farmer's  Brother  made  speeches,  in  which  they 
both  claimed  that  the  sum  to  be  paid  by  Mr.  Phelps,  was  ten  instead 
of  five  thousand  dollars ;  alledged  that  they  had  been  cheated ; 
that  their  "  heads  had  been  confused  "  by  treaties  with  the  ''thirteen 
Fires,"  with  "  Fires  kindled  by  the  Governor  of  New  York,"  and 
by  "Livingston."  Speaking  of  the  payment  from  Mr.  Phelps,  Red 
Jacket  said : — "  When  we  went  to  Canandaigua  to  meet  Mr.  Phelps, 
expecting  to  receive  ten  thousand  dollars,  we  were  to  have  but  five 
thousand.  When  we  discovered  the  fraud,  we  had  a  mind  to  apply 
to  Congress,  to  see  if  the  matter  could  not  be  rectified.  For  when 
we  took  the  money  and  shared  it,  every  one  here  knows,  that  we 
had  but  about  one  dollar  a  piece.  All  our  lands  came  to,  was  but 
the  worth  of  a  few  hogsheads  oi  tobacco.  Gentlemen  who  stand 
by,  do  not  think  hard  of  us  for  what  has  been  said.  At  the  time 
of  the  treaty,  twenty  broaches  would  not  buy  half  a  loaf  of  bread ; 


♦He  says :— "We  have  Buflferod  much  for  the  want  of  a ph^rsician ;  Atwnlor  has 
iiot  yet  arrived ;  we  have  now  a  gentleman  from  PenuBylvania  attending  on  the  sick, 
who  fleerau  to  understand  his  business.  The  two  Wadgworths,  who  came  from  Dur- 
Iiam,  have  been  very  sick,  are  now  recovering,  but  are  low  spirited  ;  they  like  the 
toontry  but  their  acKness  has  discouraged  them." 
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80  that  when  we  letumed  home,  there  was  not  a  bri^  spotcf 
silver  about  us." 

In  December,  ComplaDter,  attended  bv  other  Seneca  cUefc^  mt. 
Preddent  Washington  at  Philadelphia,  and  delivered  to  him  a  ipeed. 
in  which  he  represented  that  the  treaty  at  Buffalo  creek,  had  bee 
frandulentlv  conducted;  that  Mr.  Phelps  represented  himself  n 
the  agent  of  the  ^  thirteen  Fires,''  that  he  told  them  thai  the  eom- 
try  had  been  ceded  to  the  thirteen  Fires  by  the  British  King;  the 
if  he  could  not  make  a  bargain  with  the  Indians  be  ooold  Ukt 
their  lands  by  force ;  aiKl  that  generally,  it  was  by  threats  mi  d^ 
ceptions  he  had  obtained  the  Iiklian  lands.  He  added  tfait  Mr. 
Street,  whom  they  supposed  their  friend,  ''until  they  nnv  Ub 
whispering  with  Phelps,"  had  been  bribed  by  the  proouse  of  i 
large  tract  of  land.  The  President  heard  the  complaints,  ffiaid 
an  investigation  of  the  matter,  and  to  see  the  Iixlians  rednjwd  if 
they  had  suffered  wronp. 

Soon  after  all  this,  Mr.  Phelps  addressed  the  President,  giiia|i 
detaOed  history  of  the  treaty,  denying  the  allegations  of  Con|ia- 
ter,  and  asserting  that  he  caused  the  Indians  at  the  treatr,  to  k 
weD  informed  of  his  errand,  their  ricrhts  to  their  laiMl< ;  that  he 
no  threats,  or  coercion  to  accomplish  his  object,  and  that  die 
he  was  to  advance  to  the  Indians,  was  but  five  thousand 
He  accompanied  his  statement,  by  depositions  from  the  Rer.  lb 
Kirkland,  James  Dean,  Judse  HoUenbeck,  and  others,  who 
present  at  the  treaty,  in  substance,  to  the  effect  that  the 
conducted  honorably,  and  fairly,  and  that  Complanter 
ken  as  to  the  amount  of  the  purchase  money. 

In  February.  91,  Joseph  Brant  addressed  a  long  letter  to  then* 
perinlendent  of  Indian  affairs  for  the  northern  district  of  the  UnilB' 


N  Tt — I:  L«  t«->  he  inferred  frr.m  That  foUo^ed,  tha:  C«Tii.!aTileT 
tLa:.  li-:-T.*<.  is  h»  speech  :«.•  the  rrTh3'it-&L  Spcakinir  of  iLe  co/aBtqogaDm  Jt  1^ 
}':-*-  i- :.:  :  ..rT.ii:j  a  deaf  tar  :«•  :hr  ckZi^i liii*:#  of  xhe  >rLeca*.  Le  fiaii  : — "Tosl*' 
ST.:  i  •:_i-  "m-..  'B-tr>."  in  r^'ir  han-l.  ar-i  !>-&:  l-j  ck^an^  it  to;:  c»«-;M  cr.ah  im  t»  MdlK 
Ar»  y  .^  .i..'^^;.::,«*l  :*..•  c.-uah  u*  7     If  v..-^  are,  ttU  u«  ^j.  thai  tbi.iw  rrf  oTsr  laam  wi* 

:hi.««:ar».-  •  r.*  thirf  Lai^  *cul  ht  ■Wful  i  a-k  t«-.u  :^i p-at  him  •■•t:t  of  jairi. 
-slL  L  I  :l::.k  «  :  'i^  ir.j  f  t  The  La:.-:  ■  f  Lj*  liiier.  La*  *a:i  L*  vul  Tt*.i 


I.,  f. 


»' 


f.'.'a:  r«-  *.  ati  *>I.-..:  -=::}.  hi*  fitl^cr*  in  jt^fK."     This 


inr  to 


T.  :h^  ti«kr:;f\l  xritca  trj'ii:i..n.  that  a  T.>T:rjiir  «*Tca«-  etc*  eax  of  a  nx4  tkt&m^ 
::  ■  'Oj-L-'  "f  tic  '."La-ti-.^uc  Lak. .  irLKLcn^:*^  ttiinr. :  :.'«>Iakr  it.  -ie  eUM^tpeii'*^ 
'..■  •i-.z.k  ti  *Xk  vartr^  .  f  lV  Lak<^.  ari*l  oi-af  f^artd  f-irtTt*  Thexic«  theaaav*' 
:.v  Lakr  :  —  "  Ja-da-<jua.'*  or  tie  flact-  of  eai^v  oeaih, —  vL««  «ke  (iifli|ipemv  Mi  * 


r-.-rt 
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States,  in  which  he  attacks  Cornplanter  with  severity ;  alleging 
that  '*  influenced  by  bribes  and  other  selfish  views,  he  prevailed  on 
the  chiefs  who  were  sent  to  cover  up  the  council  fire  at  Kanadesaga, 
kindled  bv  John  Livingston,  to  lease  the  whole  of  the  Five  Nation's 
coantT}',  for  a  consideration  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  an  an- 
nual rent  of  two  thousand ;  and  it  was  with  the  utmost  difliculty, 
that  the  Five  Nations  were  able  to  move  that  lease,  from  off  a  por- 
ti<«  of  the  country/'  He  recapitulates  the  bargain  made  by  Mr. 
Phelps,  agreeing  with  other  witnesses.  He  says  that  the  Lessees 
were  only  released  from  the  payment  of  five  thousand  of  the  twenty 
thoosand  they  had  agreed  to  pay  for  the  whole  country,  and  a  pro 
rata  amount  of  their  stipulated  annual  rent.*  This  was  to  show, 
that  the  bargain  with  Mr.  Phelps,  was  abetter  one  even  than  Corn- 
planter  had  promoted  with  the  Lessees. 

When  Mr.  Pickering  held  his  council  at  Newtown,  in  July,  '91,  he 
examined  several  Cayuga  and  Onondaga  chiefs,  who  stated  that 
Complanter's  allegations  were  untrue ;  and  some  of  the  principal 
Soieca  chiefs,  stated  to  him  that  all  was  fair  on  Mr.  Phelps'  part, 
ia  reference  to  the  treaty. 

Bat  all  this  did  not  entirely  quell  the  dissatisfaction,  and  the  al- 
ledged  wrong  was  mixed  up  with  other  elements,  to  render  the 
eartiest  relations  of  Pioneers  of  the  Genesee  country  and  ttie  Indi- 
ans, equivocal ;  in  a  condition  to  keep  up  alarm  and  apprehensions 
of  evil.  If  the  Senecas  themselves  were  mainly  disposed  to  be 
friendly,  their  jealousies  and  resentments  were  kept  alive,  by  the 
western  Indians,  and  their  British  prompters,  and  British  agents  at 
TTiagara.  DC7*  See  Mr.  Phelps*  speech  to  the  Indians.  Appendix, 
Na  6. 

The  whole  history  of  the  eariy  Indian  treaties  in  this  State,  is  a 
complex  one ;  there  was  a  disjointed  state  of  things  existing  among 
oor  own  people ;  the  treaties  began  without  any  clear  and  definite 
understanding,  of  what  were  the  respective  rights  of  the  State  and 
the  general  government.  The  Indians,  aAer  they  had  heard  of 
"one  big  fire  being-lighted  for  all  the  thirteen  States,"  could  not  un- 
<ierstand  why  they  should  be  invited  to  attend  "  bo  many  litde  fires," 

*  The  mder  need  hanlly  be  toUl,  that  the  poor  Indiins  nerer  realixed  the  ram 
pnmiwd  hj  the  Leowoa,  except  in  the  funii  of  bribes  to  aome  of  their  chiefo ;  and  in 
*^  funn  but  a  small  portion  of  it  And  jet  the  TiCOBCUO  in  one  form  and  another^ 
^^tiatd  a  1«|«  aaottBt  hi  ihm  iUegal  *'kNDf  lean.'* 
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or  couDcils.  The  almost  interminable  mischief  the  Lesiee  voatt- 
ment,  was  thrust  in  to  add  to  embarrassment.  The  dose  d  the 
Revolution  had  left  them  with  distracted  councils,  cut  up  into  Ac- 
tions themselves.  No  wonder  that  when  they  were  polled  aad 
hauled  about  from  one  treaty  to  another,  beset  by  Stiaite  commis* 
sioners,  Lessee  companies,  speculators  and  "  their  old  firieads  at 
Niagara,"  they  should  on  several  occasions  have  comidained  thit 
their  "  heads  were  confused." 

But  the  crowning  curse,  the  source  of  nearly  all  other  evils  thtt 
beset  them,  and  nearly  all  that  embarrassed  our  early  relatiom  aod 
intercourse  with  their  race,  was  the  use  of  spirituous  liquois.  In 
the  absence  of  them,  the  advent  of  our  race  to  this  continent,  would 
have  been  a  blessing  to  theirs,  instead  of  what  it  has  proved  to  be, 
the  cause  of  their  ruin,  and  gradual  extermination.  No  where  in  i 
long  career  of  discover}%  of  enterprize  and  extension  of  oque, 
have  Eurc^ans  found  natives  of  the  soil,  with  as  many  of  the 
noblest  attributes  of  humanity ;  moral  and  physical  elementSi  which, 
if  they  could  not  have  been  blended  with  ours,  could  have  muB- 
tained  a  separate  existence,  and  been  fostered  by  the  proziinitfof 
civDization  and  the  arts.  Every  where,  when  first  Approached  hj 
our  race,  they  welcomed  it,  and  made  demonstrations  of  friendAip 
and  peace.  Savage,  as  they  were  called,  savage  as  they  may  have 
been  in  their  assaults  and  wars  upon  each  other,  there  is  no  tot  of 
theirs  recorded  in  our  histories,  of  early  colonization,  of  wnND^or 
outrage,  that  was  not  provoked  by  assaults,  treachery  or  deceptioD— 
breaches  of  the  hospitalities  they  had  extended  to  the  strangen. 
Whatever  of  savage  character  they  may  have  possessed,  so  far  as 
our  race  was  concerned,  it  was  dormant  until  aroused  to  actioii 
by  assaults  or  treachery  of  intruders  upon  their  soil,  whom  they  had 
met  and  treated  as  friends. 

This  was  the  beginning  of  trouble ;  the  cupidity  of  our  race 
perpetuated  it  by  the  introduction  of  "fire  water,"  which,  vitiating 
their  appetites,  cost  them  their  native  independence  of  character. 
made  them  dependents  upon  the  trader  and  the  agents  of  rival 
governments ;  mixed  them  up  with  factious  and  contending  aspir- 
ants to  dominion ;  and  from  time  to  time,  impelled  them  to  the 
fields  of  blood  and  slaughter,  or  to  the  stealthy  assault  with  the  tom- 
ahawk and  scalping  knife.  For  the  ruin  of  his  race,  the  red  man 
has  a  fearful  account  against  us,  since  we  assumed  the  responsibility 
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?t'  incercouBTse  with  it»  as  a  separate  and  independent  people ;  but 
15  In  another  instance*  where  another  race  is  concerned,  we  may 
!4ead  with  truth  and  justice*  that  we  were  inheritors  of  the  curse ; 
md  that  our  predecessors  are  chargeable  with  having  fixed  the  plague 
ppuC  aod  stain  upon  us,  indelibly,  long  befcMre  the  responsibility  de- 
roired  upon  us. 

From  the  hour  that  Henry  Hudson  toled  the  Indians  on  board  of 
11:1  Tessel>  on  the  river  that  bears  his  name*  and  gave  them  the  first 
laste  of  spirituous  liquors*  the  whole  history  of  British  intercourse 
with  them  is  marked  by  the  use  of  this  accursed  agent  as  a  princi- 
pal means  of  success.  The  example  of  Hwbon  was  followed  up 
^  all  the  Dutch  and  Engliah  traders  upon  the  Mohawk,  and  when 
Sir  William  Johnson  had  settled  as  a  British  agent  in  the  Mohawk 
raHey*  he  had  unfortunately  teamed  the  potent  influence  of  spirit- 
■MS  liquors  in  Indian  traffic  and  negotiation.  He  is  probably  the 
fast  that  made  use  of  them  at  Indian  councils ;  thus  setting  a  vicious 
frxampte  that  has  been  perpetuated.  The  eariy  French  traders  upon 
Khe  St.  Lawrence,  and  in  all  this  region,  commenced  the  traffic  not 
iotil  after  they  had  ascertained  that  they  could  in  no  way  compete 
vifih  the  FiHglish  traders  than  by  using  the  same  means.  The  Murly 
Jesuit  3fissionaries  checked  them  in  their  work  of  evil,  but  the 
Enciisfa  trader  was  left  unrestrained*  even  eikcouraged  by  English 
colonial  authority.  The  Senecas,  especially*  naturally  inclined  to 
tbe  French.  Th^re  was  something  in  the  French  character  that  was 
coogeoial  to  their  natural  preferences ;  the  two  races  met  and 
flowed  into  each  other,  (if  the  expression  is  admissable*)  like  kindred, 
or  easily  assimilating  elements  ;  with  the  EngKsh  it  was  difierent ; 
there  was  a  natural  repugnance*  it  may  almost  be  said  ;  the  blowze, 
tnrgiii  Englishmaa.  and  the  Seneca  who  possessed  generous  and  even 
romantic  and  poetic  elements*  were  in  caste  and  inclination,  anti- 
podes.  It  was  with  his  keg  oi  rum,  that  the  Ei^lishAan  could  alone 
succeed ;  and  with  a  morbid,  sordid  perseverance*  he  plied  it  in  trade 
swell  as  diplomacy.     It  was  rum  that  first  enabled  the  Englishman 


y  .^n. — From  ^  firit  adrMtt  of  the  Frftk^Praoeiicaxi  and  Jceoh  MisiHiarim  in 
a**  ^^.j^wB^  lb«T  wrv  Uw  dewnniiMd  opfwwfs  oi  tkt  iBttudaetMi  oi  sjptivoMiA 
I*;-:*  rv  xsitv^  the  Indiar-^  Ther  vould  mpprew  it  in  the  tndinjC  hocsw*  of  their 
|Cvt:  >MU)t7TDen.  aod  at  the  rwk  of  their  Hrvai^  knock  cvt  the  heaih*  of  Exu:lt5h  rum 
Ae>i.<<  Tb«5  became,  in  A.Hiie  izv^dncecSk  ■urtT»  in  eodeMwio^  to  wp|7rvw  the  tnidic. 
Tl.  v<  wmpennceMMT  theviirld  ererAir  other  than  the  prvcerCifof  theBible* 

hj.  ■      - *   -^ 
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to  get  a  foothold  upon  the  Hudson,  upon  the  Mohawk,  dong  the 
shores  of  Lake  Ontario;  in  the  absence  of  its  ose,  bold  is  the  asser- 
tion may  appear,  he  wodd  not  have  sncceeeded  in  patting  an  end  tD 
French  dominion  in  America. 

At  a  later  period,  when  the  storm  of  the  Revohition  was  fFttber- 
ing,  the  En^h  resorted  to  the  old  weapon  thej  had  laed  agaizist 
the  French,  to  use  against  the  colonies.  The  Indians  had  imdoobc- 
edly  resolved  upon  nentrality  ;  unsophisticated,  unlearned  in  d  the 
grievances  of  oppressed  colonies;  in  the  intricacies  of  taiatioa. 
representation,  and  the  immiroities  under  other  stiuctmes  of  fffW' 
emment  than  their  own,  thev  could  not  understand  why  tihe  boadi 
of  kindred  should  be  sundered ;  why  those  they  had  just  seen  fiefcl- 
ing  side  by  side  against  the  French  diould  be  arrayed  against  each 
other  so  suddenly.  The  aspect  of  the  quarrel  was  not  snitBd  to 
their  tastes  or  inclinations,  and  they  resolved  upon  standiiy  doof: 
the  Senecas  at  least  Invited  to  Oswego,  by  the  English  iifuguj 
from  the  Mohawk,  kept  intoxicated  for  days  and  we^ka,  pimuiKd 
there  that  the  accursed  ''fire  water"  of  England's  Kii^  shooU  be 
as  free  to  them  *  as  the  waters  of  Lake  Ontario,"  their  good 
tions  were  changed,  and  their  tomahawks  and  scalping  knives 
turned  against  the  border  settlers ;  a  series  of  events  ensoed,  lie 
review  of  which  creates  a  shudder,  and  a  wonder  that  the 
were  so  easily  forgiven ;  that  we  had  not  taken  their  countrr 
subduing  it  with  our  arms,  instead  of  treating  for  it.  But  weD 
humanelv  did  the  Father  of  hisCountrv  consider  how  thev  had 
wiled  to  the  imfortunate  choice  of  friends  which  thev  made, 
lish  rum  was  not  onhr  fieelv  dealt  out  at  Osweco,  durinethe  Rev»- 
lution,  but  at  Fort  Niagara,  where  it  paid  for  the  reeking  scalp,  aai 
helped  to  arouse  the  fiercest  passions  of  Indian  allies,  and  aeal 
them  back  upon  their  bloody  track. 

^Vhen  peace  came,  and  our  State  authorities  began  to  cuhivaie 
an  acquaintance  with  the  Indians,  they  found  them  deserted  Iiy 
their  late  Briti^  employers,  with  nothing  to  show  for  the  s; 
aid  they  had  given  them,  but  appetites  vitiated  by  the  Fng^jc^ 
cask,  aiKi  a  moral  and  physical  degeneracy,  the  prepress  of  vhidi 
could  not  have  been  arrested ;  and  lineerin^yet  among  them,  in  al 
their  principal  localities,  was  the  Engikh  or  tory  trader.  proloQ^ng^ 
his  destructive  traffic.  It  was  American,  New  York  legisIabOB, 
that  made  the  first  statotes  against  the  traffic  of  spiritnoui  fiqam 
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among  the  Indians.    It  was  Americaii  legislation,  after  the  incubus 

of  British  dominion  was  shaken  off,   that  ifirst  checked  the  slave 
trade.     Two  enormous  offences  have  been  committed  against  two 

races,  both  of  which  had  been  alike  perpetuated  under  English  do- 
minion. 


Mr.  Phelps,  although  his  residence  in  all  the  earliest  years  of  set- 
tlement, was  still  in  Massachusetts,  spent  most  of  his  time  in  Can- 
andaigua,  and  was  the  active  and  liberal  patron  and  helper  in  all 
the  public  enterprises  of  the  region  where  he  had  been  the  pioneer. 
Of  ardent  temperament,  ambitious  in  all  that  related  to  the  pros- 
perity of  the  new  country,  the  Pioneer  settlers  found  in  him  a  friend ; 
and  when  disease,  privation,  Indian  alarms,  created  despondency, 
he  had  for  them  words  of  encouragement,  and  prophecies  of  a  "  bet- 
ter time."  He  was  useful  to  a  degree  that  nO  one  can  realize  who 
has  not  seen  how  much  one  man  can  do  in  helping  to  smooth  the 
always  rugged  paths  of  backwoods  life. 

A  considerable  shareholder  in  the  original  purchase  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  the  Indians,  he  eventually  became  a  principal  owner, 
by  purchase  of  shares,  reversions  and  other  means.  In  a  few  years 
after  the  settlement  of  the  Gtenesee  country  was  fairly  under  way, 
he  was  regarded  as  otie  of  the  most  successful  and  wealthy  of  all 
the  many  founders  of  new  settlements  of  that  period.  In  1795,  he 
regarded  himself  as  worth  a  million  of  dollars.  There  are  no  busi- 
ness enterprises  which,  if  successful,  are  better  calculated  to  lead  to 
excess  and  rash  venture,  than  that  of  speculation  in  lands.  A 
mania  of  land  speculation,  as  will  be  seen  in  another  connection, 
eommenced  along  in  '95  and  '6,  and  extended  through  all  the  then 
settled  parts  of  the  Union.  Philadelphia  was  the  principal  focus, 
its  leading  capitalists,  among  whom  was  Mr.  Morris,  were  the  prin- 
cipal operators.  Among  the  devices  of  the  times,  was  a  gigantic 
"  American  Land  Company."  Elected  to  Congress,  Mr.  Phelps, 
elated  with  his  success  in  the  Genesee  country,  was  thrown  into 
the  vortex  of  rash  adventure,  and  became  deeply  involved,  as  all 
were  who  made  any  considerable  ventures  at  that  unfortunate 
period.  One  of  his  ventures  was  in  connection  with  the  "  Georgia 
Land  Company ;"  with  the  fate  of  which,  most  readers  will  be 
&miliar.    Liabilities  abroad  made  him  a  large  borrower,  and  obliged 
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him  to  execute  mortgages  upon  his  CSenesee  lands.  Id  all  tfais*  die 
titles  of  purchasers  imder  him  became  involTed,  which  created  dii* 
trust  and  excitement  among  a  portion  of  the  settlers,  and  broo^ 
upon  him  a  good  deal  of  censure.  His  reverses,  and  ihe  wfffC' 
hensions,  perhaps,  that  others  were  to  be  inTotved  in  them,  prqring 
upon  a  sensitive  mind,  his  health  gradually  declined,  and  be  died  in 
1809,  aged  60  years.  In  1802,  he  had  removed  to  CanaodaigQa; 
and  from  the  conmiencement  of  his  reverses  up  to  the  period  ofhii 
death,  had  been  struggling  to  extricate  himself,  and  others  infolici 
with  him,  from  embarrassment  In  allunon  to  aD  tlus,  an  inserip- 
tion  upon  his  tomb-stone  contains  the  following  sentence :  ^ 

'  Enterpriae;  latimiij  and  Tempenaot,  can  not  alwsjB  ■eeoro  aaeoHi;  bill  Ac 
firnitB  of  those  rirtiiei^  will  be  felt  bj  eodetj." 

The  State  of  Connecticut  having  been  a  principal  creditor  d 
Mr.  Phelps,  and  holding  a  large  mortgage  upon  his  lands,  the  Hoa. 
Gideon  Granger  became  its  agent,  and  ultimately  the  settlemeot  of 
the  estate  devolved  upon  him.     When  he  entered  upcm  the  task,  he 
was  assisted  in  some  of  its  preliminary  investigations  by  the  lils 
Jessee  Hawley,  Esq.,  who,  in  a  memorandum  which  the  author  has 
in  his  possession,  remarks  that  the  estate  was  involved  in  *eoa- 
plexity,  perplexity  and  confusion."     The  superior  bustneM  tied- 
ties  of  Mr.  Granger,  however,  made  "crooked  things  gtni^f 
debts  were  cancelled,  land  titles  cleared  from  incumI»^uioes;  ao 
purchasers  under  Mr.  Phelps,  it  is  believed,  ultimately  suffered  kas; 
and  a  considerable  estate  was  saved  to  his  heirs.    Among  the  sur- 
viving  early  Pioneers,  it  is  common  now  to  hear  expressions  of  re> 
spect  for  the  memory  of  Oliver  Phelps,  and  regrets,  that  the  hit 
years  of  his  active  and  enterprising  life  was  so  clouded  by  misfbr- 
fortune.    Jesse  Hawley  wrote  that  he  was  "  the  Cecropa  of  Ihe 
Genesee  country.    Its  inhabitants  owe  a  mausoleum  to  his  meoKK 
ry«  in  gratitude  for  his  having  pioneered  for  them  the  wilderoeascf 
this  Canaan  of  the  we»t" 

Mr.  Phelps  was  first  judge  of  Ontario,  on  the  primitive  organisa- 
tion of  its  courts ;  and  was  an  eariy  Representative  in  CongreaB» 
from  the  then  western  district  of  this  State. 

He  left  a  son  and  daughter.  His  scm,  Oliver  Leicester  Phelps^ 
was  educated  at  Yale  College,  married  a  grand-dat^ter  of  Roger 
Sherman,  and  became  a  resident  of  Paris,  France.  Returning  to 
this  country,  after  the  death  of  his  £aher,  he  became  the  occupant 


PHSLPS  AKD  GOSHAM^S  FXTBCHASE.  151 

of  the  old  Phelps'  mansion  at  Canandaigua ;  was  at  one  period  Maj. 
General  of  the  22d  Division  of  New  York  Infantry.  He  died  in 
1813.  His  surviving  sons  are:  —  Judge  Oliver  Phelps,  of  Canan- 
daigua, who  resides  at  the  old  homestead,  a  worthy  representative 
of  his  honored.ancestor ;  William  H.  Phelps,  of  Canandaigua ;  and 
Francis  Phelps,  an  inmate  of  the  Infirmary  at  Brattleborough, 
Vermont.  The  'daughter  of  Oliver  Phelps  became  the  wife  of 
Amasa  Jackson,  of  the  city  of  .New  York,  and  is  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Canandaigua.  A  daughter  of  hers,  is  the  wife  of  Gen. 
John  A.  Granger ;  and  another,  is  the  wife  of  Alexander  H.  Howell, 
a  son  of  the  Hon.  N.  W.  Howell.  The  wife  of  Oliver  Phelps,  who 
was  the  daughter  of  Zachariah  Seymour,  died  in  1826,  aged  74 
years. 


Nathaniel  Gorham,  the  elder,  who  was  the  associate  of  Mr. 
Phelps,  was  never  a  resident  upon  the  Purchase.  He  resided  in 
Charlestown,  Mass.  His  son,  Nathaniel  Gorham,  jr.,  his  local  repre- 
sentative, came  to  Canandaigua  in  1789,  and  was  of  course  one  of 
the  earliest  pioneers.  He  was  an  early  Supervisor  of  Canandaigua, 
a  Judge  of  the  county  courts,  and  the  President  of  the  Ontario 
Bank,  from  its  first  organization,  until  his  death.  He  died  in  1826, 
aged  62  years.  His  surviving  sons  are :  —  Nathaniel  Gorham,  mer- 
chant, of  Canandaigua ;  William  Gorham,  of  Canandaigua ;  and 
David  Grorham,  of  Exeter,  New  Hampshire.  Mrs.  Dr.  A.  G.  Bris- 
tol»  of  Rochester,  is  a  daughter ;  and  an  unmarried  daughter  resides 
at  the  old  homestead  at  Canandaigua.  The  mother  died  in  1848, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  83  years. 

And  in  this  connection,  lest  he  should  be  omitted  in  a  work  like 
this  — as  he  should  not  be —  some  mention  should  be  made  of  the 
venerable  William  Wood,  who,  if  not  a  pioneer  himself,  is  especial- 
ly the  friend  of  the  pioneers ;  and  among  his  other  good  works, 
takes  a  lively  interest  in  perpetuating  their  memories.  Mr.  Wood 
is  a  veteran  bachelor,  the  brother  of  the  late  Mrs.  Nathaniel  Gor- 
ham. His  native  place  is  Charlestown,  Massachusetts.  At  one 
period  of  his  life,  he  was  an  importing  merchant  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton ;  after  that,  a  cotton  dealer  in  New  Orleans,  where  he  was 
known  for  his  deeds  of  philanthropy  and  benevolence.  Becoming 
a  resident  of  Canandaigua,  by  quiet  unostentatious  charities,  by 


153 

beifig  ''pfe9eiUineTerTgoodworfc,''heiaswdIeBtitUliiBBdf  to 
be  called  the  Howmrd  of  his  local  -regioci.  The  pnbfic  edifices  of 
CaoazhJaleua.  the  rml  charch-TanL  the  ftreets  xed  side-walks,  tise 
public  libraries,  bear  testimooiais  ot'  his  pobuc  spcriL  If  no  oax: 
s^]od  work  is  in  hand,  be  wiS  carry  apples,  books,  and  other  accepc- 
abte  presents*  to  the  inmates  of  the  jaii.  and  cheer  tfaem  hj  kani 
\%'>fd:i.  In  cities  and  Tillages  of  this  ooontry  and  in  Kngtand^  ht 
h33  estibtisfaed  libraries  acd  literary  institatioDSy  principaOy  fior  tfae 
benefit  of  mechanical  apprentices  and  ckrks.  Weil  maj  it  be  mit 
Uut  the  world  would  be  better,  the  pictme  of  hnmanitT  woold  hacie 
in  it  mofe  of  lighter  cotodn^.  if  there  were  more  Eke  WXjk 
Wood.  But,  princcpaSy,  it  has  been  intended  to  nodeehxm  meoft- 
necrlon  wiA  a  GaUerv  of  Portrai's — hjosiW  of  Piooeen  of  the 
GeTL^esee  coantry  —  that  he  is  coSectizig  aijd  suspending  in 
weC-cbosen  ard  appropriate  place,  the  coort-boose  at  G 
It  contains  already  the  portraits  of — 

OuTKE  PBci.n,  Arcrffrrs  Porm, 

B. 


Jajies  Wamwobtb. 
Wx.  Wai«woetb,  Red  Jacket, 

MicAH  Baoocsy  2iAruA3fizL  Rocmmnwrn, 

YnscKXT  Mathews.  Jaspce  Paxusb, 

Am%em  Baujow,  Judge  Si^xercB. 

>5eS 


Jons  C.  Spesccxi,  Wiluam  Williamsl 

Moses  Atwatez,  X.  W.  H  i/ytii- 


And  a  comspockdent  adds :  — ^  Wiixlak  Woc-n.  xht  noUeA  !•» 
roan  c^  them  aiL"^ 
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CHAPTER  V 


JEMIMA    WILKINSON. 


Tiin  eccentric  founder  of  a  religious  sect,  and  her  followers, 
having  been  the  Pioneers  of  the  entire  Genesee  country,  preceding 
even  the  Indian  treaties  for  acquiring  land  titles ;  and  having  con- 
stituted in  early  days  a  prominent  feature  in  all  this  region ;  some 
account  of  them,  it  may  well  be  supposed,  will  be  looked  for  in  a 
work  of  this  character. 

Jemima  Wilkinson,  or,  as  she  was  called  by  her  followers,  "  The 
Friend,"  or  "  The  Universal  Friend,"  was  a  daughter  of  Jeremiah 
Wilkinson  of  Cumberland,  Rhode  Island.     She  was  one  of  a  family 
of  twelve  children.     The  father  was  a  respectable  ordinary  New 
England  farmer.     When  Jemima  was  in  het*  20th  year,  the  entire 
family,  except  her,  had  a  severe  attack  of  fever ;  and  after  their 
recovery,  she  was  attacked,  and  her  sickness  was  severe  and  pro- 
tracted, at  times  her  life  being  despaired  of     In  the  extremity  of  her 
illness,  her  friends  had  assembled  around  her  bed  side  to  witness 
her  death,  when,  as  she  affirmed,  it  was  suddenly  revealed  to  her 
that  she  must  "  raise  her  dead  body."    She  arose  from  her  bed,  and 
kneeling  by  its  side,  made  a  fervent  prayer,  called  for  her  clothing, 
and  announced  that  her  carnal  existence  had  ended ;  henceforward 
she  was  but  divine  and  spiritual ;  invested  with  the  gift  of  prophe- 
cy.*   She  soon  commenced  travelling  and  exhorting,  and  with  a 
considerable  degree  of  success ;  followers  multiplied,  some  of  them 
good  New  England  farmers.     They  soon  furnished  all  her  wants, 
and  would  accompany  her  sometimes  to  the  number  of  twenty,  on 
ker  missions.     She  travelled  through  New  England,  Eastern  New 
York,  and  spent  several  years  in  the  neighborhood  of  Philadelj)hia 


*T]uB  u  briefly,  h»  own  account  of  licr  sudden  tTansfonnation,  as  related  to  an  in- 
^Rittiit  of  the  aatlior,  wlio  knew  her  well,  before  and  alter  her  avdyent  to  this  region. 

10 
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and  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  accompanied  by  most  of  her  follow, 
ers ;  and  she  had  proselytes  wherever  she  went  Her  authority 
over  them  was  absolute.  Upon  one  occasion,  at  New  Milford.  io 
Connecticut,  she  proclaimed  a  fast  for  thirty  days  on  bread  and 
water.  Most  of  them  strictly  obeyed ;  some  of  them  becoming 
almost  what  Calvin  Edson  was  in  later  years.  After  remaining  in 
New  England  and  Pennsylvania  about  twenty  years,  she  came  to 
Western  New  York ;  she  was  then  near  forty  years  of  age.  The 
author  has  a  copy  of  the  **  New  Haven  Gazette  and  ConnectJcot 
Magazine,"  of  date,  March  1787,  that  has  a  letter  in  itfioma 
Philadelphia  correspondent,  written  at  the  time  "  The  Friend,"  and 
her  followers  were  in  Philadelphia,  on  their  way  to  tins  regioiL 
Her  personal  appearance  is  thus  described :  — "  She  is  about  the 
middle  size  of  woman,  not  genteel  in  her  person,  rather  awkward  in 
her  carriage ;  her  complexion  good,  her  eyes  remarkably  black  and 
brilliant,  her  hair  black  and  waving  with  beautiful  ringlets  upon  her 
neck  and  shoulders ;  her  features  are  regular,  and  the  whole  of  her 
face  thought  by  many  to  be  perfectly  beautiful.  As  she  is  not  lobe 
.s-upposed  of  either  sex,  so  this  neutrality  is  manifest  in  her  persoDiI 
appearance :  —  She  wears  no  cap,  letting  her  hair  hang  down  as 
has  been  described.  She  wears  her  neckcloth  like  a  man ;  her  chemise 
is  buttoned  around  the  neck  and  wrists.  Her  outside  garment  is  a 
robe,  under  which  it  is  said  she  wears  an  expensive  dress,  the  fash- 
ion of  which  is  made  to  correspond  neither  with  that  of  a  roan  dot 
woman.  Her  understanding  is  not  deficient,  except  touching  her 
religious  fanatacism.  She  is  very  illiterate,  yet  her  memory  is  vcrj' 
i;reat ;  artful  in  discovering  many  circumstances  which  fall  out 
among  her  disciples.  On  all  occasions  she  requires  the  most  extr»- 
ordinaiT  attentions  that  can  be  bestowed  upon  her;  one  or  dkwp 
of  her  disciples  usually  attend  upon  her,  and  perform  the  roost 
menial  service.  Her  pronunciation  is  after  the  peculiar  dialect  of 
the  most  illiterate  of  the  country  peoi»le  of  New  England.  Her 
]>reachiii<r  has  very  little  connexion,  and  is  verj*  lengthy ;  at  tiroes 
cold  and  languid,  but  occasionally  lively,  zealous  and  animated." 

Enlargiiii:  ujjon  the  account  she  first  gave  of  her  rising  from  a 
bed  of  sickness  —  dead  in  the  fle.«:h  —  she  assumed  that  there  was 
once  such  a  person  as  Jemima  Wilkinson,  but  that  'she  died  and 
went  to  heaven ;  after  which  the  Divine  Spirit  re-animated  that 
same  body,  and  it  arose  from  the  dead  ;  now  this  divine  inhabitant 
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5  0-rs«!  J««»  o«r  Lord,  the  tmnd  to  aS  mankiDd,  and  rivw  h» 
To  •J>*  K>1t  to  which  he  »  united,  and  iherefw,  K\!v  and 
*  cor.vv:k?!r.  ic  the  "Univerjal  FtSend."  She  asjran^  to  hare 
t'Mv'*  *  ■8r::r.^^5s*ps'*  corresporJir.c  in  a!!  rwwcts  to  thc«se  prv^phecied 
i  ReT.  Ch?,r.  x\  tfixvn  SJ  to  ISth  ver5e.  These  wfre  James  Far- 
k?r  lad  Sarih  Richaids 

Brt  Ae  rwider  wi!!  S^  pr.nc?wi!?v  interested  in  the  advert  of  th» 
*;^«ar  r^rsooace  and  her  tWlower?  to  the  Geiwsee  coantrr :  — 
?*r?T>.xj<  !->  ITS^  Aer  \vere  Hrinc  in  detached  localitie*.  In  that 
Tiear  thev  •:>*:  in  Connecijcut.  and  rwvJved  civxi  finding  some  "^r- 
rSi?  rraer&J  rs^-^n.  r,\r  tirv«i  tv'^wns  azvi  cities,  vrhere  the  '  Fnirer- 
a  Fr^ai  "  ar^i  Her  K^Jiotivrs.  mi^t  live  nndisiurbed  in  ppace  and 
Twcrr.  is  Ae  envvr^sent  of  their  wcu?!ar  leliiTv^n/  Ther  deieca* 
Tfc  :^-r*?e  >c  :heir  r.uniN?r.  Abraha:n  Oavtv^n.  Richaxd  Smith  and 
TS:e\B  HaiairaT  to  look  torsoch  a  locatioe.  Ther  went  to 
?%iaApJTiiia  and  traversed  on  horseback  the  interior  of  Penn<v!va- 
ija.  PasKns  thr::»ai:h  the  vaGev  of  Wvomiiic,  tbev  came  acrx^s  a 
Jackvvvdsrrvin  hy  the  name  of  Spidding.  tdK>  Aimished  them  ir.th 
1  fSrisw  of  the  rwon  aroord  Seneca  Lake,  and  cave  them  direc- 
tin»  &?w  to  find  it.  Fotlowinc  hi?  direcli-.xis;.  thev  \rent  nr*  the 
•^r  aad  tat'/iM  x:>i>n  the  track  of  SuSivan*s  army,  reached  the 
Sx  :t  Seneca  Liike,  and  tTv>«i  thence  pr\x>feded  to  Cajfcong  creek. 
new  :!Sev  toa^vi  tiro  Fner.ch  traders  (IV  Bartrch  and  Poodry.^ 
»^:  tx.l  ihem  thxt  they  had  travelled  tKrocA  Canada,  and  thnxrrfi 
^  W<sr*r::  t-inntory.  and  had  seen  no  irhere  «>  fine  a  co»ir.tTy  a?  the 
•Tjf  ±)eT  w^^;^  :r..  A  :ew  dav5  eT:>l>rat:on.  satisfievi  the  land  look* 
-r^  a=ii  thev  T>?Mmed  bv  the  ivxite  thev  came,  to  inform  the  Frietxl 

«  «  « 

K  r»  T«i:?:  of  their  traveK 
!i   J^aae  IT"??.  rwi?ntv  five  of  the  Friends,  amocir^cm  'WTre 


i'x:4;>j:i.     Tr^v  ryri-ir.  th^lr  s^filerrreL:  :n  Yate*  Ci^inrr.  a 

L'jfcv  arrlifi.     Tr.-fry  prcj-i-'e-i  ground  ar.d  K'^ived  a  £e!i  of  »i 
i-'i  tof;;f/iO:j,  ar:'i  the  l'.-Xi  ^casc-ii-  17S9.  ^ererAl  siDill  neiis  c-C 

Tf»<:  fir^l  lari'l  j'-jrchawr  wismade  of  the  State,  upon  •Jy?  "G«e. 
{•rfrv-r/j.?  lo  the  ruLiilrc'  of  thie  new  pre-empt: ?n  line.  It  ww  » 
tract  of  1 1  000  acn.-?.  Sfituat'i-d  in  the  east  part  of  the  j" resent  ten 
of  MJ<j,  arid  tMuth  eo-?t  part  of  Starkey.  William  Potter  wt 
Thoiaa^  llatrnwav  were  de!t-i:ated  to  Ciake  the  r-urchase-  Tk^ 
appl.ed  ttj  Govtrfi«.«r  George  Cilntorj  for  a  crart  of  land,  which  ■» 
rriuv:!  r.f  c.-'ifv.   Jut   he  assured  th-.-rr:  thit  if  thev  -vvujd  ancfi 

m 

ihi-  juNiic  !^a!^•  i:.  Aii-anv,  the%-  wv-uld  L-e  a^!e  to  o:t'*ir.  laiidiii 
«ati*!ac:.>rv  jric:.     Th-v  attended  the  sale  tr.d  l-?!:sht  the 
aiiJ-.e  i;ari.. .;  f.-r  a  I:::!f-  less  then  2?  :*rr  cere.     R-.-Lviict  Rc<«c 
ai.d  Tii.';i.i>  Hati.iwav.  s .on  after  :-u::ht  '.f  Phelr-s  arJ 
:h»;  to-.Mi  i»f  J»:rur:i',«rr:i  f -r  1>  3d  p.r  acre.'*' 

'!'.♦;••  f.r-!  'zt\>\  Hi:..  i!i  \Vi.->:cn;  New  Wrk.  w.iS  r ui'.t  rv  th:te« 
•*..-  •  »  ..:?v  .  —  K.f  :.i:i  S:i,;::..  Jixrrjes  Parker  ar.d  -^brahanaDartK. 
'I'.'-r  -  :••  wa>  the  m:.-  i.'-w  f^.cui-ied  bv  the  "  Err.:  ire  Mills."  i**^ 
ii:.'i  a  r.i'f  :;.:!•;*  f:-"  ::i  P«-r.:.  Yin.  It  w^>  L-ullt  '■.-?.  th^  surr^njer 
:•■■•:  IT'^y  ai.-i  ;!«'ur  w:^-:  i:.:-i-  in  ::  inthLt  vear.     Here  also 


I      ••      ■■•■.■•*.--.:■  •■..-.."^-  :  •  .-  :^-.:.j/.  r.-y*.- -     •:.-■"=■   -■  .i:  .*   dctt  :te 
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opened  the  first  public  house  by  David  Waggoner.  A  son  of  his, 
Abraham  Wajjixener  of  Penn  Yan,  now  76  vears  of  age,  well  re- 
members  seeing  the  French  Duke,  Liancourt,  at  his  father's  inn.* 
The  first  framed  house  in  the  Genesee  countr}',  was  built  by  Enoch 
and  Elijah  Malin,  as  a  residence  for  "  The  Friend."  The  house  is 
still  staiuHng,  and  is  occupied  by  Charles  J.  Townsend.  It  is  a  mile 
north  of  Dresden,  and  a  half  a  mile  east  of  S.  B.  Buckleys.  The 
first  school  in  the  Genesee  countr}%  was  opened  by  Rachel  Malin  in 
a  log  room  attached  to  this  house.  In  1789,  a  log  meeting  house 
was  built  in  which  "The  Friend"  preached,  and  met  with  her  fol- 
lowers. This  house  stood  a  few  rods  south  of  the  residence  of  S. 
B.  Buckley.  But  this  is  anticipating  pioneer  events  that  belong  in 
another  connexion. 

Major  Benajah  Mallory,  well  known  in  all  this  region  during  the 
war  of  1812,  is  yet  living,  in  Lockport,  Niagara  County.  He  is 
spoken  of  in  a  preceding  note  as  having  married  the  daughter  of 
Abraham  Dayton.  This  family  connexion,  (or  then  anticipated  one,) 
brought  him  to  the  Friend's  settlement  at  an  early  period  after  it  was 
fiounded.  He  was  the  first  merchant  there  ;  and  in  tact,  opened  the 
first  store  in  the  Genesee  Country,  other  than  those  connected  with 
the  Indian  trade.  From  him  the  author  has  obtained  manv  remin- 
iscences,  some  of  which  are  applicable  to  the  subject  in  hand.  He 
cive?  the  names  of  principal  heads  of  families  who  were  followers 
of  "The  Friend."  and  located  in  the  settlement  during  the  earliest 
years  :  —  Abraham  Dayton,  William  Potter,  (father  of  Arnold  Pot- 
ter) Asahel  Stone,  John  Supplee,  Richard  Smith,  David  Waggener, 
James  Parker,  Samuel  Lawrence,  Benj.  Brown,  Elnathan  and  Jon- 
athan Botsford.  Jessee  Brown,  Jessee  Holmes,  Joshua  Brown,  Barn- 
abas Brown,  Nathaniel  Ingraham,  Eleazor  Ingraham,  David  Culver, 
David  Fish,  Beloved  Luther,  John  Gibbs,  Jacob  Waggener,  Wm. 
Sanfonl,  John  Barnes,  Elijah  Brown,  Silas  Hunt,  Castle  Dean,  Jon- 
athan Dean,  Benedict  Robinson,  Thomas  Hathaway.  Besides  these 
there  were  unmarried  men,  and  men  and  women  who  had  been 
separated  in  adhering  to  the  Friend.     The  followers  were  mostly 

•  "  Tln»  inn**  tavs  the  Duke  in  hi8  Travels  which  contained  but  two  roonu^  we  found 
iln^Kly  fuU :  naim' person  who  intended  to  buy  hind  near  the  Great  Sixlus,  and  Capt. 
WiLiaini^m**  aifentwht>  wan  toAellitto  them,  had  taken  poasesaion  before  ourarrivaL 
After  an  American  8up])er  conaiijtinf;  of  collV*e  and  boiled  ham,  we  all  lay  down  to 
rwt  iti  the  same  room.  There  was  only  two  beds  for  ten  pereons ;  in  consequenctN  thet«o 
tvu  \*eiiA  were  occupied  by  four  of  00^  and  the  others  lay  down  in  their  ck>thcg  upon 
the  ittaw."  '^ 
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reipecUible  men  of  small  propertj ;  some  of  them  bad  ewta^  fobe 
called  rich  in  those  days.  Those  \vho  had  considerate  propenj 
gave  her  a  part,  or  were  at  least  liberal  in  supplying  her  vinti 
Man  and  wife  were  not  separated  ;  but  they  were  forbidden  k 
multiply.  A  few  transgressed,  but  obtained  absolutitm  by  oc/fda- 
sirig  and  promising  not  to  disobey  again.  It  was  generally  a  v«L 
regulated  community,  its  members  mostly  lived  in  harmony,  vcf 
temperate  and  industrious.  They  had  two  days  of  re«t  in  the  weei 
Saturday  and  Sunday.  At  their  meetiiigs  the  Friend  woaU  aener- 
ally  speak,  take  a  text  preach  and  exhort  and  give  liberty  to  ochen 
to  speak.  The  Friend  appeared  much  devoted  to  the  interesti  oc 
her  followers,  and  esfiecially  attentive  to  them  in  sickness.  Major 
MalloPb'  insists  that  the  o!d  stor}*  of  her  promising  to  "  walk  on  tbe 
water"  is  whollv  false.  When  Col.  Pickering  heM  his  treatvvilhthe 
Indians  at  Newtown  Point,  nearly  five  hundred  Senecas  enqnywi 
at  Friends'  Lanrling  on  Seneca  Lake.  They  were  accompamedbr 
Red  Jacket,  Complanter,  and  Good  Peter,  (the  Indian  preacbet) 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Kirkland,  Horatio  Jones  and  Jasfier  Parrish.  Good 
Peter  wanted  an  interview  with  the  '*  Universal  Friend."  She  ap- 
pointed a  rueeting-with  the  Indians  and  preached  to  them.  Good 
Peter  followed  her,  and  the  Friend  wanted  his  discourse  inteqn- 
ted.  Go'xl  Peter  objected,  saving :  —  *'  if  she  is  Christ,  she  knon 
what  I  said."  Thi«  was  the  meeting  upon  the  bank  of  Seneca  Like. 
that  gave  rise  lu  the  rejort  alluded  to. 

The  Frienii  did  not  joiii  her  colony  until  the  sprinc  of  1789.  Sne 
then  came  with  a  reiiiturcement,  a  somewhat  funnidable  retinue-* 
Ilehcdict  Robinson,  the  uiij>i  considerable  pr«>j*rty  holder  anuog 
lii-r  f  ili'jwers,  travi-  her  1000  acres  of  land,  uj^^^n  which  she  resided.* 

•  Wi.^:a;ij  \l»-U'  'u*-r,  l}.»*  I'l '•:.•.-»■  r  at  ti.f-  ni'r;tli  *j{  th»-  G*:ii''^.-v  liiv-r.  jht-n  Sirrf  C 
Nt  -.. :..'Ari  I'i.iiit.  aii'i  h"I|-'i  h*:  •■:;  wi:ii  hi-  u-Ain-  thT',u/u  :i.»-  w»XFi*,  :•>  Ctibtsst^ 
:..-xr  Hj-  -'jrvfT::,::  -.-ri  »h  •  a/-.-' ir.jAr  i<-l  rh- ixf«-J."fr .  w^Il  r-':.:-mbc?«  "TW 
i"  :-•  *  \."  l.t-r  •.j:.;r."i-'  •ir*^-. ;iri'l  -ir.^'^-iiaritv  sir  ii  -•■•  rii««J  !-•  hi.'ii.Mf  h  viin.ai.  cvStnAv 
a-.  1  -li'i  'i;.;;  'u*  7.  j.'.  :ii!  T).i:.j>  h\  j-.irti'.ir.j  !■  i  tJi-- '■•'iri.'-v.  ]:  --•  r;ii-i  z*j  >.i»ft  a  "cae 
u  :i.  r.  |-.uir."  .i  :h*-  f-inii  «f  •if -.••#*.:« -i.  n.ay  u- iIia:  jt-i -Brh  :},-:  *-rx  :  rrt  fcf 
i.".."'  i  .ii.    :■  r...  •  .'-  r-  l.«  r    ki:.  Ir.-.w  ii.-J   h'~j.i:aii:v.  »?.•-:.  h:-  iarlur"-   ikiuLT  asm 

hiur.  * 

»Tlj«'  a  .:}i  •  !.'.*  w  V.  r,il  1.:*.%  "f  Mr.  Ri.!.irj-'r..  vnv- :i  :.^  M—- r-.  Wacifr-iri 
W  ill.,,!:,..  ■..  ..;,,.  .''.Kr»,  ;,:..;  hi-  >  *  i'.»u;ki\A*A  \"  iLt-arW  r*r..i:.L-«  •■:.*.  •^.  Iht  l^iJbL 
Liani -■  ir  ••  i*!**--!  Kirsi  it.  IT'.'.'i.  hiA  *;^y'»>'i  Lirn  .  —  -  T)iip  Im  rn-in't  R--^.;  j-.t  ;*  a  mii. 
!-■*.- J *■!••  mtt'l  "%* ..  )••  i.;4".t-i  rr.:»n.r»-*M '■•■':;  &J*  ♦'-tAi*-  of  ,V"»  arr**-.  1>  ••:  -sL^^h  an-  *■• 
I  r  i»-i  **  •■  I.;*-*  !•  .•  !,»■  •-.;.i  a  :rj<iM<iii<l  j "••..:*'!•  i-f  iL*  "^  a!  .-^  -"ro.lii.*:  a  {■■usnl'* 
*  r!.  I  -^  I- :  I  \  „■.•.  I..-  i.iLi.  J.,:  .  i.ii.:«  j.ii*  Itiiii-^^If  wi:h  hr»vjii:.j  i:  li-  v:{t.  abtf^ 
r  **  .'.  .:'i"  ._".  i.'  >.»'•-  :ji-i:  Mr.  }l"Mi»f«>L  La<i  (^:<Lb  a  **  zt^J-'ii^  iiiM.j'k-  01  iLie  '  AL 
!:.•..  i,"  jjt  i!i:--r7vJ  LToiD  lii*  coLTenoiUuD  thai  Li*  coufiUeiici: in  bkvr  divine 
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Her  business  would  seem  to  have  been  conducted  by  her  female 
witmess,  Sarah  Richards,  who  did  not  arrive  at  the  settlement  until 
June,  1780.  Some  correspondence  of  hers,  and  memorandums, 
have  been  preserved :  — 

**  Jeeuralkm,  Ist  of  6th  mo,  1791. 
*'  lanriTud  with  Rachel  Malin,  Elijah  Malin,  E^ehitable  Smith,  liaria»  and  most  of 
the  Friend's  family,  and  the  goofh  which  the  Friend  Bent  Elijah  to  assist  in  bringing 
OIL  We  all  arrived  on  the  woKt  side  of  Soncca  Lake,  and  reached  the  Friend's  house, 
vhicfa  The  UiiiTenal  Friend  had  got  built  for  our  reception ;  and  with  great  joj,  met 
The  Friend  once  more  in  time,  and  all  in  walking  health,  and  as  well  asosoaL 

"SARAH  RICHARDS.'* 
"  In  the  rear  '91,  settled  with  Elijah  Malin,  being  in  trust  for  The  Universal  Friend. 
A:  this  time,  reckoned  and  settled  with  him  for  building  The  Friend's  house,  and  pass- 
ed receipts  the  24th  of  tlie  sixth  month,  1791.  SARAH  RICHARDa" 

**  Reckoned  and  settled^ with  Richard  Hathaway  for  goods  which  the  carpenters  took 
up  at  his  store  for  building  The  Friend's  Ihouse  in  Jerusalem.  Settled,  I  saj,  this  3d 
of  th<»  Tth  month,  1791.  SARAH  RICHARDS." 

"About  the 26th  of  the  7th  month.  1791,1  and  Rachel  Molin  were  taken  sick  abtmt 
the  time  of  wheat  harvest^  and  remained  sick,  and  were  not  able  to  go  out  of  tiie  hoow 
oatil  the  ground  was  covered  with  snow ;  but  entirely  confined  to  our  chamber,  which 
finished  up  the  year  1791.  SARAH  RICHARDS." 

Sarah  Richards  died  in  '04  or  '5,  and  was  succeeded  in  ail  her 
relations  to  The  Friend,  by  Rachel  Malin.  The  father  of  The 
Friend  never  became  her  convert,  but  her  brother,  Stephen,  and 
sisters,  Mercy,  Betsey  and  Deborah,  followed  her  in  her  advent  to 
this  region. 

The  meetings  of  this  singular  sect,  were  conducted  verj-  much 


^^■•mewhat   weakcnoil.    The  Duke  nuirlit  Imvo    added  a  cirrnmstance  that   liad 

«>iDewhat  int4*rfonHl  with  the  relations  of  the  Frien<l  and  one  of  hi-r  most  prominent 

diivipKA.     He  hiiil  iiifracU><l   one  of  Iut  niU*s  f 'V  luarrying.     He  was  in  thiit  way,  the 

fiT<  iraii«pT«'fi!*tf>r  aniouf:  the  fullowtTK.    Susannah  Brown  had  W'cn  liis  hou8kt'e|)er. 

Thoa.  Hathaway  havini;  l»uftiu(*s8  with  Roni'dicl  early  one  morning,  went  to  his  house 

whrn?  he  fi'und   Mr.  WilliamAm.  who  tt»M  liini  that  Benwlict  Wing  unwell  was  yet 

ir.  K^L     Mr.  Winiams4>n  leadin<;  tlio  way.  they  U>th  went  up  Ptairs  and  found  Bene- 

OKt  in  U*d  with  hii4  lyiutiekeepfr,   SuKaunah;  "Good .Lord!  Benedict,  whatdiMit  this 

a»*r»i  *•'  was  the  ejaculation  and  inti'TTo:jatii»n  of  Thoma**,  accompanied  by  auupliftinif 

«»f  his  hantK  in  token  of  aiitonishment  and  horror,  at  what  he  called  '^shameful,  siii> 

f':L  aii«ldi«pTicef:iL"     Mr,WiIliams<>n  n*|  liwl :  —  "Why,  Benedict  gt)t  tired  of  sleemng 

:J« ':.♦•,  ami  cn-pt  in  l»o«l  with  Susannah."     Thomas  hastent»d  to  inform  The  FnenJ 

mL'i  waai  displeasi-d.  Init  aviiid(*<l  an  open  rupture,  with  onewhosi>p<*tationand  influence 

rj.^1-  iiim  tiM»  %-aluaMo  to  mlniit  of  vxooniniunioation.     The  harsh  features  of  tlieaf&ir 

T^T**  >^t>n  M»ft4-ne<l.  by  Mr.WilIiam*((in.  who  announced  that  he  was  then  on  his  way 

t!t>i."  C%jiandai:r*>'^  wfiiTo  he  had  tnkrn  out  liir*  commission  ai«  a  Judge  of  Ontario  county. 

::'.<llial   IriTillv  niarrirj  Bi-ntMlict  and  SuKumah   Wftire    tliey  liad  ventured  to  place 

thrniM-Iv**^  in  tlie  position  in  whioh  Th'tniashail  f<»undthem.    The  eccentric  nuuriage 

*<p\t-<l  a  happy  one  t<>  tho  psirtit^i.  wliatcver  it  niav  liave  been  with  the  offended  Jemi- 

aa.     Th*-  hvini;  de.-*vndants  in  tho  f.rst  dci^'oe,  ol'the  offending  Bt»ne<lict  an»l  Su«an- 

ni*i.  an* :  —  Dr.  Danirl  Hobintoin  of  Fannin^on.  Ont.  county ;  Mn».  l>r.  Uatniaker  of 

M;I'i,  Vato*  omnty  ;  Jame^  C.  Hobins«)n.  P.  M,  Penn  Yan  ;  and  Thufbe,  a  nuiiden 

dauirhtcr,  who  reaides  at  the  old  homestead. 


IfiU 

dter  Ae  iMiiBcr  of  the  Icptinle  Sode^  of  Friwif     Ike 
gwgjiiuu  twidil  A m  Apce  wntM lomc  one  wiwlilriie  aai 
Wide  The  Frieml  lired  Ae  imiU  enenlr  lead  m  ihe 
speaking  end  after  her.  Rachel  SfaSn.    In  additioa  to  ika 
mil  ofaKTranee  of  a  period  cf  sSence,  vith  each  ChbiKv 
ting  down  lo  fhdr  meak,  'Bttmgs"  in  each  fimdr,  npan 
erenni^  vat  coamon.    The  fiunOf  woold  obaerre  pcdecC 
ibranhoiir  or  morevand  dien  me  and  diahe  handi.    *I 
ber,''aa]ni]fr.  Bnckleiv^vhenl  was  abojr,  manj 
at  mr  gnuid-frther's.  and  I  ahrap  njoioed  when  ther 
Amkm^  hands  to  end  fly  tlfinmwpe  stiBneK.'* 

It  has  alieadlf  hecn  obserrcd,  that  die  French  Di^e; 
Tinted  The  Fiiend's  settlement  in  179&    He 
ested  in  the  new  sect,  made  the  aeqoaintanoe  of  The  Fiiemi 
a  guest,  with  his  trsTeBaig  companioDf,  at  her  houses  and 
her  meetings.    For  one  so  generafij  Ubeial  and  candid,  he 
of  all  he  saw  there  in  a  rein  of  censnrev  in  some 
serred.    She  and  her  foDowen,  were  then  at  rarianoe 
ne^hbon;  and  the  Doke  too  readOr  Estened  to  goaiqi  that 
ted  the  priTate  character  of  this  fimcder  of  a  sect,  and  added 
to  his  ( JQftifiabk;  perhaps, )  deccnciatiMif  of  re^iooi 
Her  r&a!  character  wu  a  mixed  oce: —  Her  first  intemiies 
the  ifcagink^  of  a  mlcd  highh*  fi£!oep<fboe  of  reUeKms 
and  svt'jcgij  tfcctaned  w;!h  the  si^WTcatiira!  aod  sp^mdr 
::i  oorown  dar,  has  {'jorA  adrocat^?.  and  has  b«ea  sr 
CO  a  creed.     The  fhrskrai  enersaes  proetiaied  by 
dreamj  Esind  w«s:  cvL  and,  foBowiog  its  incEDat>Qfaa^ 
in  cekstiai  ipheres.  azhd  so  a  *  rapt  visioeL''  created  an 
ihlLz  to  be  or  to  penwciare.    Ksease  abating  tfiftxac 
izh^  this  u&age  had  made  an  impress  opon  the  mind  not  to  be 
efiaced.    She  became  an  eathitwan ;  after  events,  made  her 
po»!ar.    .\n  fconden  of  sects,  npoti  new  rerelatSocs;.  hare 
even  so  fnoch  in  the  war  of  oidtiction  to  mitigaie  thnr 
sect  that  Las  arises  in  oar  ovTk  day.  now  coaLiCcg  lU  lees  of 
sands,  the  Knnden  of  a  Stao^.  hare  ijocking  to  simr  u  thesr 
but  a  \md  and  eluzasy  cheat :  a  designed  aitfd  pre-meditatcd 
It  had  »>  eres  distempered  religioQS  endmsasm :  l->  «ack 
sick  woman's  fciocr  to  create  a  primitire  sembiaoee  of  saJceiitT 
integrirv  of  porpcoe.    The  trance  or  dream  of  Jemnna 
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honestly  enough  promulgated  at  first,  while  the  image  of  its  creation 
absorbed  all  her  thoughts  and  threw  around  her  a  spell  that  reason 
could  not  dissipate,  attracted  the  attention  of  the  superstitious  and 
creduIou5,  and,  perha}>s,  the  designing.  The  motives  of  worldly 
ambition,  power,  distinction;  the  desire  to  rule,  came  upon  her 
when  the  paroxism  of  disease  in  body  and  mind  had  subsided,  and 
made  her  what  history  must  say  she  was,  an  impostor  and  false 
pretender. 
And  vet  there  were  manv  evidences  that  motives  of  benevolence, 

m  m 

a  kindly  spirit,  a  wij;h  to  promote  the  temporal  wellfarc  of  her  fol- 
lowers, was  mixed  up  >vith  her  impositions.  Her  character  was  a 
compound.  If  she  was  conscious  herself  of  imposition,  as  we  must 
suppose  she  was,  her  perseverence  was  most  extraordinary.  Never 
thn:>ugh  her  long  career  did  she  for  one  moment  yield  the  preten- 
sions she  made  upon  rising  from  her  sick  bed  and  going  out  upon 
her  mission.  With  gravity  and  dignity  of  demeanor,  she  would 
confront  cavillers  and  disbelievers,  and  parry  their  assaults  upon 
her  motives  and  pretensions;  almost  awing  them  to  a  surren- 
der of  their  doubts  and  disbelief.  Always  self-possessed,  no  evidence 
could  ever  be  obtained  of  any  misgivings  with  her,  touching  her 
spiritual  claims.  Upon  one  occasion  James  Wadsworth  called  to 
see  her.  At  the  close  of  the  interview,  she  said  : — *'  Thou  art  a 
lawyer :  thou  hast  plead  for  others :  hast  thou  ever  plead  for  thyself 
V^  the  Lord  r"  Mr.  Wadsworth  made  a  courteous  reply,  when  re- 
questing all  present  to  kneel  with  her,  she  prayed  fervently,  after 
which  she  rose,  shook  hands  with  Mr.  Wadsworth,  and  retired  to 
her  apartment. 

The  reader  must  make  some  allowances  for  the  strong  prejudices 
of  the  French  Duke;  who  upon  the  whole,  made  but  poor  returns 
for  the  hospitalities  he  acknowledges.  He  says :  — "  She  is  con- 
stantly engaged  in  personating  the  part  she  has  assumed  ;  she  des- 
canted in  a  sanctimonious,  mystic  tone,  on  death,  and  on  the  happi- 
ness of  having  been  an  instrument  to  others,  in  the  way  of  their 
salvation.  She  gave  us  a  rhapsody  cf  prophecies  to  read,  ascribed 
10  Dr.  Love,  who  was  beheaded  in  Cromwell's  time.  Her  h\'poc- 
risv  may  be  traced  in  all  her  discourses,  actions  and  conduct,  and 

mm 

even  in  the  very  manner  in  which  she  manages  her  countenance ." 

The  Friend's  community,  at  first  flourishing  and  successful,  began 

10  decline  in  early  years.     The  seclusion  aad  separation  from  the 
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world,  contemplated  by  its  founders  was  not  realned.    Tkr  kc 
selected  too  fine  a  region  to  make  a  monopoly  of  it    The  tide  of 
emigration  reached  them,  and  before  they  had  got  (airly  under  «ij. 
they  were  surrounded  with  neighbors  who  had  little  (ahh  in  The 
Friend,  or  sympatliy  with  her  followers.    The  relations  of  neigj^ 
borhood,  town  and  county  soon  clashed,  militia  musters  came,  av 
the  followers  refused  the  service;  fine's  were  imposed  and  ther 
property  sold.     The  Friend  was  a  long  time  harrassed  with  indjr- 
ments  for  blasphemy,  but  never  convicted.    While  die  oodd  bq* 
most  of  her  older  followers  in  the  harness,  the  younger  ones  ramni- 
ed  of  the  restraints  imposed  upon  them,  by  contrasting  their  pciri- 
leges  with  their  disbelieving  neighbors^  would  unharness  ihemsehcs 
one  after  another  following  the  early  example  of  Benedict  Rohiwc 
Two  of  that  early  class  of  methodist  circuit  preachers^*  that* 
so  indefatiguable  in  threading  the  wood's  roads  of  this 
forest,  as  were  their  Jesuit  predecessors  a  century  before 
found  the  retreat,  and  getting  a  foothold,  in  a  log  school 
gradua  lly  drew  many  oi  the  young  people  to  their  meetinga. 
of  the  sons  and  daughters  of  the  followers  abjured  the  fidth. 

Jemima  Wilkinson  died  in  1819,  or  departed,  went  awaj,  «Ar 
implicit  believers  in  her  divine  character  wouM  have  it    Rmkt 
Malin,  her  successor  in  spiritual  as  well  as  worldly  aflain^diM 
about  three  years  since.     She  kept  up  the  meetings  until  a  fcw 
years  previous  to  her  death.     James  Brown,  and  George  Clark,  wto 
married  heirs  of  Rachel  Malin,  own  the  property  that  she  inherilBd 
from  The  Friend.     The  peculiar  sect  may  be  said  to  be  extinci 
i.ot  more  than  three  or  four  are  living  who  even  hoi  J  lightly  totk 
ori^'iMal  faith.     Even  the  immediate  succe5>sors  of  Jemima  and 
Rachel  the  inheritors   of  the  property,  and  those  who  shouki  be 
consenators  of  tJieir  memories,  if  not  of  their  faith,  are  foigetfal 
"jf  their  teaching*.     The  old  homestead,  the  ver\*  sanctuary  of  the 
Universal  Friend,  once  with  all  things  appertainini;  to  it^  so  chatt- 
ened  by  her  rigid  discipline ;  is  even  desecrated.    During  this  presc 
winter  the  sounds  of  music  and  dancing  have  come  from  within  iti 
once  consecrated  and  venerated  walls.     DCPFor  an  inteiestin: 
sketch  of  Jemima  Wilkinson  and  her  followers,  copied  from  ti» 
manuscripts  of  Thomas  Morris,  see  Appendix,  No.  7. 


•  EeTft,  Jai&et  Soidth  ai«d  Jolm  BnadLfoA. 


PART  THIRD 


CHAPTER  I. 


<-.  HmxlVCXXEKT     or    9ntTEr9.     AXP    9VTTLF.«£!rr    OP    THS    GC!CE$1£C 

COrXTHT. 


( rr^v  <vr4:rR^ :  bd  ii  irill  be  lucad  matv  ooaraaesxt  ior  the  wnxkr  tlan  a&T 

Aner  Mr.  Pheijis  hid  concluded  the  ti>eatT, —  before  leaving  the 
cnmrrv  he  made  arrangements  for  its  suttct  into  Razures  and  Town- 
fi.:»i.  Th2s  was  done  under  contract,  bv  Col/Huch  Maspsrell.  who 
c-nmiitwd  n>o§t  of  the  northern  portivm  of  it  previous  to  the  closie 
{&  ihe  veax  HSS :  axki  in  the  vear  17:^  with  the  assisiance  of 
Jad4*e  Paner.  he  compleiod  the  whole.  The  survey  of  towiiships 
so**  farm  k»ts.  in  cases  where  vk-hi>le  townships  were  sold,  was  done 
LZ  u»e  expense  of  the  puirhaser&.  Judge  Porter,  Frederick  Saxton, 
Jeriiiis^  were  amoni:  the  earliest  surveyors  of  Ae  «bdivis- 


Mr.  Phelps  havinii  aeWte<i  the  foot  of  Canandaiirua  Lake,  as  a 
cii.r-al  iv^ality  iii  the  purchase,  and  as  combining  all  the  advanta- 
i«P!S  which  has  since  made  it  pre-eminent,  even  anxing  the  beautiful 
vlSaces  cvf  western  Xew  York,  erected  a  building  for  a  store  house 
or.  ^^e  bank  of  the  Lake.  The  next  nK»Tement  was  to  make  some 
;c..T..:iTe  roads,  to  4?ct  to  and  from  the  »te  that  bad  been  selected. 
MrT.  v\  *TT  employed  at  Geneva,  who  underbrashed  and  continued 
1  Nie^  riAid.  from  where  ii  haii  been  previously  made  on  Flint  creek. 
I'  *ije  foot  of  Caz^andaigua  Lake.  feDowing  pi^etty  much  the  oU 
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IndiaL  trail.  When  this  waF  done,  a  wl^cq  road  was  made  mc 
where  MaiiCr heeler  ii?\v  is.  \h^  head  -^f  Lavijition  oijihe  Ci^aMLi- 
gTia  O'JtieL  X-:»  one  wirj:.:red  l1  CariaDCLijua  in  ITS**.  '9.  Ejitt 
iii  the  FrTinrr  of  17r'9.  bef'.'.-e  tlje  slow  was  o3*  the  crouiidL  J :»:«*-:« 
Siiiiih  n-jovej  his  familT  from  Genc-va,  ai^d  cccur-ieid  the  j'"-!:  r:arf 
house  :  Thu?  mciiin^  h:r:j?.elf  the  fir?t  settler  we?!  oi  Senec-a  Lsit 
Soon  after  hi?  :jTival  he  bui't  a  l-]c»ck  house  i!j»c»n  Main  street,  upOL 
tiie  rise  of  crouni  from  the  L'uie.  where  he  ('j»ened  a  tarem.  H» 
fir?t  5toc-k  of  Ijqu-jrs  was  i-l'tained  from  Xiag-ara,  C  C.  He  ven: 
after  them  fronj  the  mouth  C'f  Gi-nesee  rirer,  in  a  cancje  ;  oij  Jib 
return,  his  fraiJ  craft  was  f:'un dered  in  a  c^aje.  al  the  mouth  of  tjt 
C>ak  rVchard  creek  :  bui  he  saved  mofi  "f  Lis  fU»ck.  and  carried  r. 
to  Canandaigua  on  pack  horses.  This  jTimitive  laTem,  and  dif 
rude  Flore  house  on  the  Lake,  funiis-hed  a  temj^orarj  stopjiinc  jiaof 
for  t}j'»s?  whr»  arrived  in  the  ?j»r]n^  and  surnruer  of  17S9. 

Earlv  in  May  ITrC^  Gen.  I?rae]  Chapin  arrived  at  Canazidaunau 
and  selected  ii  a?  \As  residence,  ereciing  a  log  hc^se  near  the  oDtiei- 
—  connected  with  him.  and  with  survevs  and  laxid  sales  ihal 
coniemjJated-  were  some  eight  or  ten  cahers,  who  came  at  ii«  i 
time.  Tbev  came  tv  water,  even  into  t^le  lake.  thr»uch  thk 
about  the  f-nly  instanc-e  that  batteaui  went  higher  uj«  liie  am-fe: 
than  ^lan Chester.  There  were,  of  tJjese  eariv  adventurers,  beside 
Gen.  Chaj'in  :  — Nathanie]  Gorham  jr..  Fred*^rick  Sayton.  Benianui 
Gardner,  and  Ibniel  Gates.  S^»r»n  after  31  r.  Wajker.  an  aeein  cr 
Phelps  ai-d  G-'rf-jam  arrived  with  a  part  v.  huiJt  and  •'•jiened  s  i(«: 
land  C'iEce  ozi  th:e  ^iTe  wh!ch  Mr.  Pheljis  afterwards  selected  far  Ik 
residence.  Cithers  came  during  the  sumnrjer.  wh-.«  v*iiJ  l»e  named  ii 
anr'tiher  c^nnectic^n.  and  l»el"-'re  the  sitting  :n  C'f  wjiTer  there  wm  t 
prettj  griTid  lierinnjng  of  a  new  settlement.  Judre  J«ihn  H.  Jcmes 
a  brother  of  C'^]*\.  Horatio  Jc-ne?.  —  who  still  survives  to 


F*.ri->.ir  Wt-».     L  tt    '■i\ii*'^  3i*    La:   clip^i.   :■•  rtnikii  iLTk-r.-r  'iIhti.  *  H*  irit  c 

CLi^LiriL^iT^L  VU-   tc:  h     tntf   i^lii.  b'  lit   ir2L&  fi-.icL  fti.;>j    rvZ  U^  UL  JUlJKI   IXllCS^anB 

and  l>u:.j'.-  :  i'Lii'.ii.  hi*:.  >::j-Jl  ti.i  -l  Li"«T  jiJi.'^t-J  "vriL.  Uf  r< iiiLi:.!:.*.*  . --Ji-.ts.    Bt  iw 
Llj»  i:"j«irUft.  "PL.*  t«  'TTi"  viiL:  iiTijir  rj3*.:  1.  Lii:  ?i  I  •!  jirfl  lUl»^^  »■'  Uii  rui.  j-ir:  ^.r.  un  Indi- 

lit- 1  (■■■HUT     A  -01* -ii".'*:   J  Li*> — I*  yiLrti  L^cri'.-ii   rcSi  Jt*  i;i  lua  i»:ll  iitT  HkiL-n^Jsv, 
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with  great  distinctness,  early  events,  was  one  of  the  party  who 
opened  the  road  from  Geneva  to  Canandaigua,  and  from  Canandai- 
gua  to  the  landing  place  on  the  outlet,  in  1788,  revisited  the  locality 
again  in  August,  in  1799.  He  says :  —  "  There  was  a  great  change. 
When  we  left  in  the  fall  of  '88  there  was  not  a  solitary  person 
there ;  when  I  returned  fourteen  months  afterwards  the  place  was 
full  of  people : —  residents,  surveyors,  explorers,  adventurers ;  houses 
were  going  up ;  it  was  a  busy,  thriving  place." 

Mrs.  Hannah  Sanborn,  is  now  the  oldest  surviving  resident  of 
the  village ;  and  with  few  exceptions,  tho  oldest  upon  Phelps  and 
Grorham's  purchase.  She  is  now  in  her  88th  year,  exhibiting  but 
little  of  the  usual  infirmities  of  that  advanced  age,  with  faculties, 
especially  that  of  memory  of  early  events,  but  slightly  impaired. 
The  author  found  her  in  high  spirits,  even  gay  and  humorous,  en- 
joying the  hearty  laugh  of  middle  age,  when  her  memory  called  up 
some  mirthful  reminiscence.  Upon  her  table  were  some  of  the 
latest  publications,  and  she  alluded  in  conversation  to  Headly's  fine 
descriptions  in  his  "  Sacred  Mountains,"  as  if  she  had  enjoyed  them 
with  all  the  zest  of  her  younger  days.  She  had  just  finished  a  letter 
in  a  fair  hand,  shewing  but  little  of  the  tremor  of  age,  which  was  to 
be  addressed  to  a  great  grand  daughter.  To  her,  is  the  author 
largely  indebted  for  reminiscences  of  early  Pioneer  events  at  Can- 
andaigua. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1790,  Mr.  Sanborn  came  with  his  wife  and 
two  young  children  to  Schenectady,  where  he  joined  Judah  Colt, 
and  the  two  chartered  a  boat,  with  which  they  came  to  the  head 
of  navigation  on   the  Canandaigua   outlet.*     Mr.  Sanborn  moved 


Note. —  Nathaniel  Sanbom,  the  husband  of  Mrs.  Sanborn,  died  in  1814.  There  ie 
acaroelv  a  pioneer  settlor  In  the  (JeneHce  country,  that  did  not  know  the  earl;^  landlord 
and  landladj.  Mfb.  S.  was  the  daughter  of  James  Gould,  of  L^'inc  Conn.,  is  the  aunt 
of  James  Gould  of  Albany.  Her  son  John  and  William  reside  m  Illinois.  Her  eldest 
danghtBT  —the  furst  bom  m  Canandais^a,  —  now  over  60  years  of  age,  is  the  wife  of 
Dr.  Jacobs  of  Cauandxiigua;  another  dauijhter  is  tho  wife  of  Henry  Fellows  Esq.  of 
Penfield ;  another,  is  Mrs.  Entstus  Gran^r  of  Buffalo ;  and  a  fourth  is  a  maiden 
daughter,  residing  with  her  mother. 


*MrB.  8.  gives  a  graphic  account  of  this  journey.  The  last  house  tho  party  slept 
in  after  leaving  i^chenoctady  until  they  arrived  at  the  cabin  on  the  Canandaigua  out- 
let^ was  the  then  one  log  house  in  Uticn.  It  was  crowde<l  with  boatmen  from  NiM^- 
ara.  Mrs.  S.  spread  her  bed  upon  the  floor  for  herself,  husband  and  children,  and  the 
veariod  boatmen  bcgi^ed  the  privil«»gc  of  laying  their  heads  upon  its  borders.  The 
floor  was  covered.  After  that  they  camped  wherever  night  overtook  them.  On  tho 
Ogwego  River  they  took  possessien  of  a  deserted  camp,  and  just  as  they  had  ffot  their 
sapper  prspind  tiro  itoiit  Indians  came  who  claimed  tiie  camp  and  threatened  a  sum- 
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muy  «he  log  hut  thit  h^  h^^  bii! t  in  the  Robinson  neishborfacoii  wiser* 

they  staiil  hut  a  short  time,  the  place  looking  "^  forbidding  acil  !cte^ 

v'lfTfie."  Mm.  S.   cho«e  to  ::o  where   «he  cou!d  have  iiKjre  than  --rjc 

n^iqhbor  within  eiirht  mile^.  Th^.v  remoreii  to  Cananiii-jTa- 
Mr§.  S.  «ays  she  found  there  in   Jfav,  1790.  Joseph  Sniitfa,  ii^i 

^m  bank  of  Lake.  Daniel  Brunard  in  a  little  log  h^>ase  nesr  the  pi 
#-nt  ceinetry.  Capt.  Martin  Dudley,  in  the  h«-.«se  built  by  Mr.  Walk- 
er. Jam-^s  D.  Fish  in  a  I'-yz  h»>asedo;vn  near  the  Like :  Gen.  Chacii 
uho  had  been  on  the  fall  before  had  built  a  small  frvned  kxne  rr 
hid  familr,  a  few  rods  belo:^  Bemis'  Bookstore.  Mr.  Sanboca 
moved  into  it  until  a  «mall  framed  house  was  erected  on  the  Atwaur 
comer,  of  which  he  became  the  occupant,  opening  a  tAvem.  wfucii 
with  the  exception  of  what  Joseph  Smith  had  d->E>»  in  the  way  « 
entertainment,  was  the  fir?t  tavern  west  of  Seneca  Lake,  lod 
was  the  onlv  one  f  t  four  vears.  It  was  the  hoxe  of  the  rom 
men  who  came  to  Canandaigua  f^r  setdement :  of  adTezLts^eoL 
emigrants,  who  w.:)uld  stop  at  Canandaigua  with  their  famiSes  a4i» 
days  to  prepare  for  pushing  here  and  there  ir.to  the  wildcfnM: 
land  sur^'eyors  ar.d  errJorers ;  Judges  of  the  ear?y  courts;  aikd  law- 
yen  :  the  IndianVhlef?  Red  Jacket  Brant.  Firmer's  Brother.  Ccw- 
4an!er.  who  were  callM  ffcCanan-iiirua  c:*:-?n  :n  eiiHv  veaxi  • 
ran^act  Vusinr^s   w'th  Ger..  rh-i^ir..  the  Su:«?r!"itjrn-ient:  in 

•  !:!r.e:i*!-'!.s  f-r  an  .r.r.  .*:!  S'-rr.e  '!'1t  cr-rT^^rs  !r.  the  ci^ir-try,  had  5t 
j3^t.'«   a:!  :h->  pr-'rr.if.eLt   rr«»r.  -f  that  earlv  T^r.-^i  :  ac-l  of  oaiv 

•.  ^n- o:'  ::.■?•  G»?r-^?^e  C  'ir.irr.     Mr?  Sas'-irr.   enuT.erates 

•  •  " 

r  .v.-  .5  W. ::  iT.*^-r..  .\  Jr  r.  B~.  Try.n^.is  M—!?.  Re-  Jfr. 
".  i:.  i  Aii.rwtus  arJ  Pe'.er  B.  P'-rer.  Ja.Tjes  ar^  W;^;:an-,  Wad«w#rfL 
•.!.••  -'-.r".*.  J'.;? 2**  ''f  the  ^'aZz^T.^  ourt  of  tr.!-  5:i:i?.  E:is>:c  Csjbr 
.'--;.  i:  i   Bf-r.-    E/.o  tt.    P:.:.::    Church.    L --^s  !>•  C-*::e4nx 

*  :..i-  ^  a:.  I  Ihiji.  •  C':ijw^r  t-  Vir.cer.t  M-i^h-e-^^^.  Xiiir."-t!  W. 
H  *  J  :..  f.r.-  H  ra::  .:.:  J -hr.  H  Jr.-*.  Rr.'err  Tr« 
J  '>-i....ih  Mk*.T.,  I"^.:}*!-*  TiTi:  Johr.  S-:r;:'t,  Wr.1  Hc-xe  Ccvirr 
L:..^<  I'.i*:.   Hrrmv:   B-cert,  Sarr.utl  Ha  jht.   T:rv  thv  llosxr. 


«  M  -.^  ?.r<  . ^  a*  -w*  »^j^  Ltei  #-r.r  *!*-:.  i^^  -^-r  p'-s  :>-r  &  _-rj*  "^.ra:      Ti* 
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Arnold  Potter,  Benedict  Robinson.  Jemima  Wilkinson,  Samuel  B. 
I  ^^^en,  John  Butler,  Samuel  Street,  and  Timothy  Kckering.  Few 
4  all  of  them  are  now  living,  and  yet  the  busy  stirring  landlady,  of 
vhom  thev  were  tsuesis.  most  of  them  in  their  earlv  vears,  lives  to 

*  s.  mm 

nemember   them   and    speak   faminarly  of  their  advents  to   this 


JCre.  Sanborn  well  remembers  the  Pickering  treaty  of  '94.  As 
:\  was  knoi^n  that  Col.  Pickering,  the  agent,  would  come  prepared 
:>>g:ve  them  a  grand  feast  and  distribute  among  them  a  large 
laount  of  money  and  clothing,  the  attendance  was  very  general. 
For  weeks  before  the  treaty,  they  were  arriving  in  squads  from  all 
n  their  villages  and  constructing  their  can^ps  in  the  woods,  upon 
Je  Lake  shorv,  and  ar^Mind  the  court  house  square.  The  little 
"iZa^e  oi  whites,  w;is  invested,  over  run  with  the  wild  natives. 
1  seemed  as  if  they  had  deserted  all  their  villages  and  transferred 
:vec  their  oM  men,  women,  and  children,  to  the  feast,  the  carousal. 
lad  the  place  of  gii'ls.  The  night  scenes  were  ^vild  and  picturesque ; 
iieir  camp  fires  lighting  up  the  forest,  and  their  whoops  and  yells 
rreatlng  a  sensation  of  novelty,  not  unmingled  with  fear,  with  the 
ar  inferior  in  numbers  who  composed  the  citizens  of  the  pioneer 
tillage,  and  the  sojourners  of  their  own  race.  At  first,  all  was  peace 
Jhd  quiet  and  the  treaty  was  in  prc^rress.  lieeves  had  been  slaughter- 
-d  suficient  to  supply  them  all  with  meat,  and  liquor  had  been  care- 
.JIj  excluded  :  but  an  avaricious  liquor  dealer,  secretly  dealt  out 
>  Uiem  the  nH?ans  of  intoxication,  and  the  council  was  interrupted, 
iai  many  of  the  Indians  became  troublesome  and  riotous.  Gen. 
Jaapin  however  supjn'essed  the  liquor  shop,  harmony  was  restonnl. 
lad  the  treaty  concluded  and  the  gifts  dispenseil.  A  general  ca- 
-xxsal  tliUowed,  but  no  outraires  were  conuiiitteii.  Thev  lingered 
Jj-r  weeks  after  the  council,  displavinsr  their  new  broatlcloths  and 
bankets;  silver  bands  anil  bn^aches.* 

Samuel  Gardner  was  tjie  tir^t  merchant  in  Canandaieua :  he 
TArried  a  sister  of  Wm  Aiitis .  his  store  \v.i>  in  a  lor  building. 
Ts^&ldeus  Chapin  w;i5  the  i.c\t. 


•Ja-i-r  Porter  wa.«  th»!'.  in  Oar :.:  i.ii::'.:*  Sir:ir.«;  a*tho  ujvnt  ••f  rhcl|4ia:^(.i  Gi-rLnin. 
»  li-*  a&r:H»  lY  hr*  pnnciiaU.  In*  Xi  1  u*  !'»aVe:J:i*ni  |«cv*»fit>of  j>r>kri*i»»»v*  ai:vl  whi^kvy 
Vkfi  th'f r  came  t«.»  CaiuinLiuriA.  and  \hM  vas  p^vttr  i>Jh«L  Vtk  tbo  Kx-rrbO**;:  r4li .itli^i 
m  u  u«£:ir>i  jci  Iiid:aii  wLi^kf/.  ;f',li:.jf  hw  it  «-aiL«Il  cvuoi.  **  No.  :>•.**  r\-)*luHl  the 
^^-^tT*.  '  0«a«*Mr  FaI2*  D«Ter  \inr."  thiit  « at»  m  «iiiwd  aUuMiw  U«  Uu*  <ift  to  rbel|i» 
Ai  Gv^bam  ol  ibe  enomgui*- JLU  IaA"  vhkh  embnoed  tbe  GcoaMC  Falk 
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During  the  summer  of  1700,  Caleb  Walker,  the  brother  of  the 
agent,  who  had  been  do%vn  and  made  a  beginning  in  PerintODt  died. 
It  was  the  first  death  and  funeral  in  Canandaigua.  The  nearest 
physician  was  a  Dr.  Adams  of  Geneva,  who  came  but  was  destitute 
of  medicine  ;  some  was  obtained  by  breaking  open  a  chest  that  had 
been  left  by  a  traveller.  At  the  funeral,  the  physician  being  an 
Episcopalian,  the  church  service  was  read,  which  was  the  first  relig- 
ious exercises  after  settlement  han  commenced,  in  the  Genesee  Coiiii* 
try.  In  the  same  year  religious  meetings  were  organized,  using  Judge 
Phelp's  bam  for  the  meetings.  Sermons  were  read  by  John  Call; 
3Ir.  Sanborn  led  the  singing ;  —  prayers  were  omitted,  there  being 
no  one  to  make  them.  After  the  sermon  of  Rev.  Mr.  Smith,*  who 
is  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  Pitts  family,  the  next  was 
preached  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Guernsey. 

•  In  all  early  years  at  Canandaigua,  the  forest  afibrded  a  j^nty  ol 
vension,  and  the  Lake  and  small  streams  a  plenty  of  fish.  The 
hills  on  either  side  of  the  Lake,  abounded  in  deer,  which  were  eaa- 
Iv  driven  into  the  Lake  and  caui^ht.  Some  hunters  would  kil 
from  eighty  to  an  hundred  in  a  season  ;  and  the  Indians,  when  they 
visited  the  place,  would  generally  have  vension  to  barter  for  floor 
or  bread.  Wild  fruits  —  whortleberries,  blackberries,  wild  pluiDi; 
crab-appjes,  cranberries,  strawberries,  raspberries — were  plenty  is 
their  seasons,  and  furni.shed  a  pretty  good  substitute  for  cultivated 
fruits.  The  Indian  orchard  on  Canandaigua  Lake,  at  the  Old  Cas- 
tle near  Geneva,  at  Iloneoye  and  Conesus,  nll<)rded  a  stinted  supply 
of  poor  apples.  Aj»p!t\s  an<l  poaches  in  small  quantities,  began  lo 
be  produced  from  the  younu  orchards,  in  *S)5  and  '6.  The  first  difli 
of  currants  produced  in  the  Genesee  country,  were  served  in  a  tea- 
saucer,  by  Mrs.  Sanl>orn,  in  17J)4,  at  a  tea-party,  and  was  a  thinfr 
much  talked  of;  it  marked  an  era. 

Elh'iK'zor  Allan  is  well  rememljered  at  Canandaiinia,  as  he  is  in 
all  the  Pioneer  settlements.  Mrs.  Sanborn  sr»eaks  of  his  beincr  her 
LTuest  on  his  way  to  PhilaHoJohia,  atler  the  il«»rris  treat  v.  to  place 
his  two  halt- blood  (hm-jhters  in  school.  He  had  his  waiter  along. 
and  was  at  that  i>ericxl  what  the  Sonccas  woiiM  have  called  a 


•<.)n  the  rH.'«'i.r..|  vi^jT  j.i  iho  i'«»ui;trv,  ik  1701.  .Mr.  >ri.itli  or,  lie  I  ii.«i-th,T  nich  tf 
"wrrv  iiivtnU'ri*  •>»  rh'irv.hi-s  in  :ill  thi-  <m:h-si'i'  i'<»i;nrnr  ••nraniztii  a  ohrsrch  ariilailmiii' 
i'*ti'n-«l  the  pacran  t.*r>t.  Thi' lirst  ihim^h  i'n:n:iiz:irii>ii  :ui«i  thi*  tir^c  ri'lehr.itioQ  of  tfai 
L«ini'i»  fiiiji|nT.  in  the  Gcne»iot'  CouiiL"t.  The  cli-irK-h  orgaiiuauou  va*  lu»wcrer.  w* 
a  pcriuaoent  unc. 
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"  Shin-ne-wa-na,"  ( a  gentleman ; )  but  stories  of  his  barbarity  in 
the  Border  Wars,  were  then  so  rife,  that  he  was  treated  with 
but  little  respect.  Sally,  the  Seneca  mother,  with  all  a  mother's 
fondness,  came  as  far  as  Canandaigua  to  bid  her  daughters  good 
bye. 

In  July,  1790,  the  heads  of  families  in  T.  10,  R.  3,  (Canandai- 
gua)  were  as  follows :  —  Nathaniel  Gorham,  jr.,  Nathaniel  Sanborn; 
Jchn  Fellows,  James  D.  Fish,  Joseph  Smith,  Israel  Chapin,  John 
Clark,  Martin  Dudley,  Phineas  Bates,  Caleb  Walker,  Judah  Colt, 
Abner  Barlow,  Daniel  Brainard,  Seth  Holcomb,  James  Brockle- 
bank,  Lemuel  Castle,  Benjamin  Wells,  John  Freeman.  Before  the 
close  of  1790,  there  was  a  considerable  accession  to  the  popula- 
tion. 

The  first  town  meeting  of  the  town  of  Canandaigua,  was  held  in 
April,  1791.  It  was  "opened  and  superintended  by  Israel  Chapin," 
who  was  chosen  Supervisor;  and  James  D.  Fish  was  chosen  Town 
Clerk.  The  other  town  officers  were  as  follows :  —  John  Call,  Enos 
Boughton,  Seth  Reed,  Nathan  Comstock,  James  Austin.  Arnold  Pot- 
ter, Nathaniel  Potter,  Israel  Chapin,  John  Codding,  James  Latta, 
Joshua  Whitney,  John  Swift,  Daniel  Gates,  Gamaliel  Wilder,  Isaac 
Hathaway,  Phineas  Bates,  John  Codding,  Nathaniel  Sanborn,  Jared 
Boughton,  Phineas  Bates,  Othniel  Taylor,  Joseph  Smith,  Benjamin 
Wells,  Hezekiah  Boughton,  Eber  Norton,  William  Gooding,  John 
D.  Robinson,  Jabez  French,  Abner  Barlow. 

"Voted,  That  swine,  two  months  old  and  upwards,  going  at  large, 
shall  hare  good  and  sufficient  yokes." 

**  Voted,  That  for  every  full-grown  wolf  killed  in  the  town,  a 
bounty  of  thirty  shillings  shall  be  paid." 

The  reader,  with  names  and  locations  that  have  occurred  and 
will  occur,  will  observe  that  these  primitive  town  officers  were 
spread  over  most  of  all  the  eastern  portion  of  Phelps  and  Gorham's 
Porchase.  It  was  the  first  occasion  to  bring  the  IJoneers  together. 
Matual  acquaintances  were  made ;  friendship,  good  feeling,  hiliari- 
ty,  athletic  games,  (says  Mrs.  Sanborn,)  were  the  order  of  the  day. 


KoTS.—- When  die  Senecas,  at  the  Morris  treaty,  deeded  four  square  miles  at  Mount 
V  ■    ^taam,  to  Allan,  in  trwt  for  Chloe  and  Sally  Allan,  one  condition  of  the  trust  was,  that 
f  1    ke  dKnUd  hare  them  taught  "reading  and  writing,  sewing,  and  other  useful  arts;  ac- 
'   iHdfa^  tt  the  cartoB  «f  white  people." 

11 
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ion.  Attornies,  Thomas  Morris,  John  Wickham,  James  Wads- 
worth,  Vincent  Matthews.  There  was  a  number  of  suits  upon  the 
calendar,  but  no  jury  trial.  The  organization  of  the  court  would 
seem  have  been  the  principal  business.  There  was,  however,  a  grand 
■jury,  and  one  indictment  was  found. 

The  next  session  of  the  court  was  in  June,  1795.  James  Parker 
was  an  associate  justice.  Peter  B.  Porter  and  Nathaniel  W.  Howell, 
being  attornies  of  the  Supreme  Court,  were  admitted  to  practice  in 
the  courts  of  Ontario  county.  Stephen  Ross  and  Thomas  Mum- 
ford  were  also  admitted.  At  this  court,  the  first  jury  trial  was  had 
west  of  the  county  of  Herkimer.  It  was  the  trial  of  the  indict- 
ment that  had  been  preferred  at  the  previous  session,  for  stealing  a 
cow  bell.  John  Wickham,  as  County  Clerk,  was  ex-officio  District 
Attorney,  but  the  management  of  the  prosecution  devolved  upon 
Nathaniel  W.  Howell.  Peter  B.  Porter  and  Vincent  Matthews 
managed  the  defence. 

In  November,  1795,  Moses  Atwaterwas  added  to  the  bench.  It 
was  ordered  that  "  Nathan  Whitney  be  appointed  the  guardian  of 
Parkhurst  Whitney,  an  infant  at  the  age  of  eleven  years."  David 
Saltonstall,  Herman  Bogert,  David  Jones,  Ambrose  Hall,  Peter 
Masterton,  John  Nelson,  Major  Bostwick,  George  D.  Cooper,  H. 
K.  Van  Rensselaer,  were  admitted  as  attornies,  [most  of  them  non- 
residents.] 

From  Book  of  "Miscellaneous  Records,"  1797 :  —  Peter  B.  Por- 
ter as  county  clerk,  records  the  medical  diplomas  of  Daniel  Good- 
win, Ralph  Wilcox,  Jeremiah  Atwater,  Moses  Atwater,  Augustus 
Williams  and  Joel  Prescott.  1799 — Chiefs  of  Seneca  Nation  ac- 
knowledged the  receipt  of  88,000  from  Gen.  Chapin,  as  a  dividend 
upon  the  sum  of  $100,000,  which  the  United  States  government  had 
received  of  Robert  Morria,  as  purchase  money  for  the  Holland  Pur- 
chase and  Morris  Reserve,  and  invested  m  the  stock  of  the  United 
States  Bank.  The  medical  diplomas  of  Drs.  John  Ray,  Samuel 
Dongan,  David  Fairchild,  Arnold  Willis,  are  recorded.  Peter  B. 
Porter  appoints  Thomas  Cloudesly,  deputy  clerk.  Theophilus  Caze- 
Dove  and  Paul  Busti  appoint  Joseph  Ellicott  and  James  Wads  worth, 
their  lawful  attornies.  1800 — Robert  Troup  as  general  agent  for 
Sir  William  Pultney,  appoints  Robert  Scott  local  agent.  De  Witt 
CKnton  executes  a  mortgage  to  Oliver  Phelps,  on  an  "  undivided 
fanrth  part  of  lOOiOOO  acres  lying  west  of  the  Genesee  River/'    ISOli 
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Benj.  Baro-  i::i  P^j-iortt  B.  W^si^rarc  r^jiie  aTfralsen  «  iLH- 

c^i^itT      Th._rriii  M^rr>*  2T'o:i:*j  Jv-rji  Gr»e!z  ^-5  l^^rri.  atv-nit-r 

John  Hon*>v  :.f  •Jk  o:^i:::v  ::'  Miiileiici.  Iv^zix.--  :?'  G.  E  u- 
p>ii:5  J:i-  Gr^l2  his  li-^rf.;!  2.t:.:.rr.tv.  T  S:er.c*r  Ci-jaaji  li  k- 
pxnced  dep^tv  ci-rrk.  P:.!:-ci3  P.  Bi'-r*  i«  szrzc^czdt^i  as  S^trf 
It  Jame  K-  G-jirrnjeT.  l**y: — O'lrtz  Pie!:*  ar-zoiz-U  V.r3is 
Broia*>::  his  la-wful  'i:::jrr.cv,  1?*>5^-S'.c:c>r-  Ba'.cs  is  Sherlz  as- 
pim*.5  Ni:r-i:-cl   AJ^i  :-r: -:t.     Jsri^rs  B.  31  .^er  5:irc.i*»5*d  St.- 

TtShtr  T.fjtz.v  ii  clerk.     l^K>^MTroz.   H>.-ev   L«   c.-Gn^T  d«trx. 

*  «  «  • 

Se=x»:i   Iii-iu  re^c^'i.Tcii  v.^rlr  iULu.:!-r^  it  Ci:-i-iilr^i^  -w^Liii 

^  as    ....   JL—      'V..    .^       ^JT    — ^«      SC.-.T— •r r    -.  .     * i ii-„-.a.      VJSJt'*. 

'        ■  ....  _  , 

a:>i  "-•>:.:  :.-..-:.:•: :r.:«ii5.   :-:  .-  i  *::.-i .    ^.••..- ...:.:  •.--.:  na:  C3iir 

;i:'5Sc*5.:-  ■::'  v.-ciccrr'..     C: !.  E.-rizT  L.:.  i,-./.  ...ler  ".>.f5e  iaa- 

■       ■  •.«  »■«• 

Xew  York  ir^i  -sis  a-: -."■:■:   i  :.>=::..  >rr  .:'  "..-.■r   Lr:rj,ir*r».    T» 

"jie  «ea'-  ai.i  'j>e  Lrr-sl iv^'-r  :.:  -■>:  "s-'-c: :  :-;  r.T-e  -_>  ri^kviotf 
of  a  re:  :c*i:iu-ve-  Gci»ril  hrifz.  C^i: .-  ■^--=  .*.*  retr^rataci^:^ 
ia  1792. 

ciarcti  a*s  L'.".-r:.::  :•:-    :"  ir'A.z-z  :..=  «■;  -  Tr.M.iS  .i  ■..jc  Ur-c^e»  c«aDr 
'.  as  an  eT..kiC's  ■:•:"  h-i  :i_'-^  ..-   .i?  Ti^ve  sl:  iri-syitca.    H* 

Esq.  'ir^'r.-.rr.  r*  ^ij  :.«^r:jr'i  i  "  w.rv.T  t.:*i:.j  mir^  Is  AsraK 
1791.  Tcxfr.^f  M'-.rrj  -s^iv:  ■•:€«  c.-mGL-T^jf.  ::i?vc  •j:r-rQri* 
eooDirT,  Tii^ied  Niagara  Falk.  aod  oc  his  reesr^  zi-ade  a 
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ble  stay  at  Canandaigaa.*  He  returned  and  became  a  resident  of 
Canandaigiia,  marrying  a  daughter  of  Elias  Kane,  of  Albany.  His 
father  having  become  the  purchaser  of  the  pre-emption  right  of 
what  was  afterwards  the  Holland  Purchase  and  Morris'  Reserve, 
it  was  probfibly  intended  that  he  should  be  the  local  agent.  That 
interest  however  being  parted  with,  he  had  much  to  do  with  closing 
up  his  father's  affairs  in  this  region,  and  in  all  the  preliminary  meas- 
ures adopted  by  the  Holland  Company,  in  reference  to  their  pur- 
chase. His  father  having  in  his  sale  to  the  Holland  Company, 
guarantied  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title,  he  acted  in  all 
that  affair  as  his  agent.  He  was  the  first  representative  in  Congress 
from  all  the  region  west  of  Seneca  Lake ;  and  as  a  lawyer,  land 
proprietor,  and  agent,  was  intimately  blended  with  all  the  local 
history  of  this  region.  Becoming  through  his  father,  an  early  pro- 
prietor of  the  Allan  tract  at  Mount  Morris,  that  locality  derives  its 
name  from  him.  He  was  the  intimate  friend  of  Mr.  Williamson ; 
and  in  fact,  enjoyed  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  the  early 
Pioneers.  Like  others  of  that  early  period,  he  over-traded  in  lands, 
shared  in  his  father  s  reverses,  and  as  earlv  as  1803  or  '4,  retired  to 
the  city  of  New  York,  where  he  practiced  law,  until  his  death,  in 
1648.  The  author  knows  nothing  of  his  family,  save  the  fact,  that  Mr. 
Morris  an  Engineer  upon  the  southern  rail  road,  and  Lieut.  Morris 
of  the  Navy  are  his  sons. 

•Major  IIoop**,  who  vaa  then  sun'cyinf,'  for  tli<!  fatlior,  Robert  Morrw,  in  Steuben, 
writOBto  him,  Sept  1791 :  —  '*  Your  mn  Thoiims  w  an  excellent  wcMKlHrmin.  Ho  ffot 
lost  abuuta  loilefrom  Cuuandai^a,  ni^lit.  cuiiioon  ;  be  made  bin  way  throiit^bHWanips 
and  OTer  hillfl,  and  at  b'ui^tli  enpicd  a  Holitary  lirjrbt  at  a  distance^.  'Kntcriii);;  the  hut 
from  whence  it  proceeded,  be  2i8ki>d  for  lod^iu^.  but  he  ajipeared  in  Huch  a  qutitrtion- 
mbie  shape  tliat  it  was  denicHl.  Upon  being  t<ild  who  be  was,  tJie  occuiKint  inado 
amends  lor  his  inciWlity  by  turning  half  a  dozen  }wyH  and  p:irl8  out  of  their  bed  into 
his  own.  Tom  turned  in,  nlept  till  nioniing  among  iiees  anil  IknI  bu^  dec,  ^c. ;  then 
rose  and  trudged  on  sbc  mileR,  tn  Canaudaii^a,  arriving  before  Kun  rise/* 

And  another  case  of  a  benighted  traveller,  of  greater  note  m*rhanH,  liut  of  far  Iciii 
real  merits  had  hapixined  yearu  liefure  settlement  commenced :  —  John  Jacob  Astor, 
witk  a  pack  of  Indian  grK>dri  u]X)n  bis  IkicIc,  wandore<l  from  tbo  Indian  trail,  got  Ir>st 
in  the  low  groundn  at  the  f<Kitof  Seneca  Lake,  in  an  inclement  night,  wandered  amid 
the  howl  and  the  rustling  of  wiM  l)i;astK,  until  alni(»st  m(»rning,  wlien  he  was  attracted 
by  the  light  of  an  Indian  cabin,  near  the  old  castle,  and  following  it,  obtained  shelter 
aad  warmth. 

I^oTC-^Mr.  Morris,  in  his  manuscripts  which  were  prepared  in  1841,  says : — "  The 
ezcurvion  that  has  been  spoken  of  was  undertaken  oy  me,  partly  from  a  desire  to 
witness  an  Indian  treaty,  and  see  the  Falls  of  Niagara;  and p:irtly  with  a  desire  to 
flee  a  countiy  in  which  my  father,  at  that  time  had  so  extensive  an  mt(;rest ;  and  with 
the  determination  to  settle  in  it  if  I  liked  it  I  was  jdoased  witli  it  and  made  up  my 
mind  to  settle  at  Canandaigua,  as  soon  as  I  should  nave  attained  the  age  of  21,  and 
mj  ■dmiwann  to  the  bar.    Accordingly,  in  the  early  part  of  March,  1792|  I  left  New 
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John  Fellows,  who  is  named  among  the  residents  in  Canandair 
goa  in  1790,  was  in  the  Massachusetts  line  during  the  ReTolatioc 
with  the  rank  of  Brig.  General.  He  was  a  resident  of  Shefiei^i 
Mass.,  was  sheriff  of  Berkshire  county,  and  its  representative  ii 
the  State  lerislature.  He  was  one  of  the  associates  of  Bacon  aL»: 
Adams,  in  the  j)urchase  of  East  Bl«x>mfield  ;  drawing  his  share  — 
3,000  acres,  —  on  Mud  creek,  he  erected  a  saw  mill  there  in  ITW. 
in  company  with  the  late  Augustus  Porter.  Besides  this  tracL  be 
had  land^i  in  Canandaigua  and  Honeoye.  He  never  became  a  per- 
manent resident  of  ihecountrv  —  cot  discouraged,  or  ra.iher  lookeu 
upon  the  dark  side  of  things ;  said  there  was  no  use  of  havii)^ 
good  wheat  lands,  if  they  never  were  to  have  any  market.  He  re- 
sold the  3.000  acres  on  Mud  creed  for  18d.  per  acre.  He  died  in  hii 
native  town,  Sheffield,  in  ISOS.  He  was  the  father  of  Hezxry  F«i- 
lows,  Esq.  of  Penfield,  and  of  Mrs.  Daniel  Penfield. 

James  D.  Fish,  was  first  town  clerk ;  his  wife's  death  was  the 
second  one  in  Canandaigua ;  and  be  died  in  early  years. 

John  Clark  came  with  Mr.  Plielps  to  the  treaty.  His  trade  be- 
ing that  of  a  tanner  and  currier,  he  manufactured  the  first  leather 
in  the  Genesee  country.  This  was  from  the  hides  of  the  catde 
driven  on  to  furnish  beef  for  the  Indians  at  the  treatv.  His  vats 
were  made  bv  sawing  off  sections  of  hollnw  trees.  From  tiui 
small  l>ec:innincr.  his  ba-ines<  \va<  extended,  wnd  in  earlv  vean  hii 
shoe  and  leather  estribli^hment  was  well  kn^wu  throuiihout  a  wide 
rejrion.  His  wife  was  the  daughter  of  the  early  pioneer,  Lemuel 
Castle.  Mr.  Clarke  died  in  1S13.  and  Mr?.  Clark  in  1^42.  Thev 
were  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Mark  H.  Sibley  of  Canandaiiiua,  ind 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Adams  of  Lvons. 

Luther  Cole  came  into  the  country  with  Gen.  Israel  Chapifi. 
He  was  the  first  to  carrj*  the  mail  from  Whitesboro  to  Canandaiszua: 
on  horseback  when  the  roads  wouhl  allow  of  it,  and  often  on  fi>x.' 
In  winters  he  would  travel  with  a  <lei;rh,  buv  c-xkIs  in  Whitesboro 


York  for  Canandai^-oa.  I  va.*  iml-i-vil  n.  fix  r.r.  :la*  j  la.  .■  f..:  n.v  r»  *:  ]r  r.uv.  ti.Ej  •». 
dmacter  and  rv^pwiabilitv  .  f  rho  ian. ;!>.?»  al:».:ii:y  %.^i:t}  ■.>!.Mi  •:.«>-.  In  :?...  C"j« 
of  that  Tear  I  c»>miner.c»:'i'*;;iM.r..:  a  ir,-.::  ^■■I  L-  .-".■,  :•■.;. -i  :r.  '.;;-.  •  ri-i.  .v.-i  -^z^'^ 
vat  finuhtfd  in  thetarlr  pa.-t  of  the  war  lTy3.  TLr  J..  :.-•■  •.-:::»  .*'^i-:.;. C.  \ ,-.'.  z. 
tfutthaO'liORie  tiivn. -vli.  r^r  rL»-r*  are'««i  i:.ai:_v  J.':*=.:;r;lK'.:lJi.,j-.  >  r:-  :  t*.  •.•::r.-»-:  * 
■n  eye aore.  When  it  waA  c-i>mpl»:t<i.  that  a'-i  tii-  hti-.-*.-  *  -.i!'  *  %  •  •;  •.,  -  Y\, ;:* »■?- 
the  onlr  framM  huu-H.'s^'vei^  ui  WLi:e*Lijr  ■."  Tl.v \\»'xs^  i«  l-.-w .n l»-i].l:  .^ .-V:i'.: 
bj  Jatfifc  WeUi 

*  S«e  Pofit  Office  Canandaigua,  Appendix,  Xo.  ?. 
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and  sell  them  in  Canandaigua.  From  this  small  beginning  he  be- 
came an  early  and  prominent  merchant.  His  wife  was  a  niece  of 
Mrs.  Phineas  Bates.  He  died  many  years  since.  His  sons,  Henry 
and  James,  emigrated  to  Detroit ;  James  will  be  remembered  as 
an  early  and  highly  gifted  poet. 

Dr.  Hart  was  another  early  physician,  and  died  in  early  years. 
He  married  the  widow  of  Hezekiah  Boughton,  a  brother  of  Jared 
and  Enos  Boughton,  and  father  of  Claudius  V.  and  George  H. 
Boughton. 

William  Antiss  emigrated  from  Pennsylvania,  and  established 
himself  in  Canandaigua  as  a  gun  smith,  at  an  early  period.  He 
was  employed  by  Gen.  Chapin  to  make  and  repair  rifles  for  the  In- 
dians, and  the  white  hunters  and  sportsmen,  over  a  wide  region, 
were  for  a  long  period,  the  customers  of  his  establishment.  He 
died  in  early  years,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son  William  Antiss 
2d,  who  continued  in  the  business  until  his  death  in  1843.  The 
sons  of  Wm.  Antiss  2d,  are  William  Antiss  of  Canandaigua,  Robert 
Antiss,  who  is  the  successor  of  his  father  and  grand-father  in  busi- 
ness. Mrs.  Byron  Hays  and  Mrs.  Wm.  Reed  of  Canandaigua,  are 
daughters  of  Wm.  Antiss  2d. 

In  his  rambles  in  June,  1795,  the  DAe,  Liancourt,  went  from 
Bath  to  Canandaigua.  He  staid  all  night  at  "  Capt.  Metcalf 's,"  and 
mentions  the  fact  that  a  few  years  before  the  Capt.  had  bought  his 
land  for  Is.  per  acre,  and  sold  a  part  of  it  for  $3  per  acre.  He 
says  the  settlement  was  "  called  Watkinstown,  from  several  families 
of  that  name  who  possess  the  greatest  property  here."  *  "  Capt. 
Metcalf  besides  his  lands  and  Inn,  possesses  a  saw  mill,  where  4500 
feet  of  boards  are  cut  daily.  These  boards  he  sends  on  the  lake  to 
Canandaigua,  where  they  are  sold  for  10s.  per  100  feet."  "  There 
is  a  school  master  at  Watkinstown,  with  a  salary  of  twelve  dollars 
per  month."  Speaking  of  Canandaigua  he  says :  —  "  The  houses, 
although  built  of  wood,  are  much  better  than  any  of  that  descrip- 
tion I  have  hitherto  seen.  They  consist  mostly  of  joiner's  work, 
and  are  prettily  painted.  In  front  of  some  of  them  are  small  courts, 
surrounded  with  neat  railings.  There  are  two  Inns  in  the  town, 
and  several  shops,  where  commodities  are  sold,  and  shoes  and  other 


•  The  Duke  wu  in  Naples.    Phelps  and  Gorham  sold  the  township  to  "  Watkins, 
BMjnmACo,'* 
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articles  maJe.  The  price  of  land  here  is  three  doCan  per 
without  the  to^vn,  and  fifteen  dollars  within.  Speaking  oC  a  visa  a 
**  Mr.  Chipping,"  *  (Chapin)  he  says  he  ioxind  him  sarnNUkled  bri 
dozen  Seneca  Indians,  {^inouz  whi^oi  was  Red  JackeL)  wtk?  hai 
ctxne  to  partake  of  his  wiiiskev  ar.d  oieat."  The  Duke  was  eri- 
dently  in  bad « humor  at  Canandaigua.  His  trieikl  Biaco&s  kki 
selected  the  ^  second  Inn,  which  was  far  inferior  to  the  finL~  isii 
he  savs  their  dissatisfaction  was  ^eatlv  increased,  when  ther  ver 
**  she\m  into  a  com  loft  to  sleep,  beincr  four  of  us.  in  company  wi± 
ten  or  twelve  other  men/'  and  alter  he  had  got  to  sleep,  be  nys  ce 
was  disttirbed  by  a  recruit  of  Ixlgers,  an  old  man  and  a  K^fctwffnf 
young  woman,  who  I  believe  was  his  daughter."  At  the  idea  oc  a 
yoimg  woman  occupying  the  same  room,  with  twelve  or  fitteca  « 
the  odier  sex,  he  thinks  his  European  readers  "^  will  scofiC  or 
but  he  thinks  it  showed  in  "  an  advantageous  light,  tbe 
simplicity  and  innocence  of  American  nianners." 

Phineas  Bates  was  a  native  of  Durhanu  Coim.  He  came  to  tk 
Genesee  country*  in  earlv  simimer  in  17S9,  with  the  eariv 
Gamaliel  Wilder,  and  remained  with  him  until  the  fall  of  the 
making  the  commer.cemnr^t  at  WiMer's  Point,  in  Bristol  Heic^ 
turned  to  Connecticut  jp  the  V^IL  making  the  j«>umey  oo  foat 
Early  in  the  spring  of  1790.  acc«:'nipaL:ed  by  his  eldest 
Stephen,  his  son-in-law,  <>:ar.::e  Brace,  and  several  others,  he 
ed,  start ir.g  with  a  yoke  cf  oxen  and  sled,  the  party  bringing  wii 
them  a  year's  pro  vis  :•>?.,  and  some  h«:»usehoid  i:*»i3.  Arriving  at 
Scher.ectadv.  ihev  put  everv  thins  thov  could  not  convensentlv 
cmry  in  iheir  kr.aj:>ricks.  on  loard  of  abatteaux.  left  their  sled,  a- 
yoked  their  oxen,  travelled  up  the  Mchawk.  and  stmck  of  iiil) 
the  wilierr.ess.  preceding  the  Wadswonhs  a  tew  weeks.  At 
daza.  Mr.  Bates  bou:iht  half  a  bushel  of  potatoes,  slung  them 
the  neck  of  one  of  his  oxen,  brought  them  to  Canandai^rua.  inl 
planted  them  upon  s<:>me  vllla:;e  lots  he  purchased.  During tse 
summer,  he  cleared  ten  acres.  ar.d  soived  it  to  wheat. 

Retumir: J  to  C  rjiec'.icu:  late  in  the  f^tll.  in  comranv  with  Aoa 

Hail. Sweet.  Samue!  Knapp:  so-ci  after  the  pany  left,  they 

encountered  a  severe  snow  sM-rm.  the  snow  fallinj  to  such  a  de:A 


Wi^x  r-. :.:  u^-JUL^ii.  ;*  cz^^'cl  Cat  -  VVir^.riL"' 
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as  to  render  their  progress  extremely  slow.  Walking  in  single  file, 
one  would  go  forward  to  break  the  path,  until  he  wearied  out,  when 
another  would  take  his  place.  Anticipating  no  such  delay,  they 
bad  provided  themselves  with  an  inadequate  stock  of  provisions, 
and  long  before  they  reached  Whitestowni,  the  suffering  of  hunger 
was  added  to  that  of  cold  and  fatigue.  The  carcass  of  an  otter, 
their  dc^  killed  in  the  Nine  Mile  Creek,  was  a  substitute  for  more 
palatable  food. 

Undismayed  by  the  scene  of  suffering  and  privation  he  had  passed 
through,  Mr.  Bates  on  reaching  home,  made  preparations  for  the 
ramoval  of  his  family,  and  in  February,  1791,  brought  them  by 
sleighing  to  Canandaigua,  making  the  seventh  in  the  new  settle- 
ment. 

He  opened  a  public  house  at  an  early  day,  near  the  upper  end  of 
Main-street,  which  was  continued  by  him  and  his  son  for  many 
years.  He  was  an  early  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  in  all  respects, 
a  worthy  citizen.  He  died  in  1829,  at  an  advanced  age.  Bring- 
ing with  him  into  the  country  at  so  early  a  period,  active  and  en- 
terprising sons,  the  family  occupied  a  prominent  position  ior  a  long 
series  of  years.  His  eldest  son,  Stephen,  marrjung  the  daughter 
of  Deacon  Handy  of  W.  Bloomfield,  b^fcame  a  successful  farmer 
in  Gorham,  was  sheriff  of  Ontario,  a  member  of  Assembly,  and  a 
Senator.  In  1845,  he  emigrated  to  Sauk,  Wisconsin,  where  he 
died  the  year  following ;  and  of  a  large  family  of  children,  but  few 
survive.  Asher  Bates  married  the  daughter  of  Elisha  Steel,  of 
East  Bloomfield;  in  1803,  moved  west  of  the  Genesee  river,  and 
opened  a  public  house  on  the  main  road  between  Caledonia  and  Le 
Roy;  was  one  of  the  earliest  sheriffs  of  Genesee;  died  in  1810. 
An  only  son  studied  law  with  Spencer  and  Sibley  in  Canandaigua, 
settled  in  Detroit,  and  is  now  a  resident  at  Honolulu,  one  of  the 
Sandwich  Islands,  acting  in  the  capacity  of  the  King's  attorney  or 
couDsellor.  His  first  wife  was  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Beals  of 
Cananda^a ;  the  second,  is  a  sister  of  Dr.  Judd,  the  physician  of 
the  missionaries  in  the  Sandwich  Islands.  The  widow  of  Asher 
Bates  is  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  Wm.  Sheldon  of  Le  Roy.  Phineas 
P.  Bates  succeeded  his  father  as  a  landlord  in  Canandaigua,  and 
was  for  many  years  a  deputy  sheriff  and  sheriff  of  Ontario.  He 
is  the  only  one  of  a  large  family  that  survives :  is  the  occupant 
of  a  fine  farm  adjoining  the  village  of  Canandaigua.    David  C. 
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Bates  was  a  fanner  near  Canandaigua ;  died  in  1S49.  A  dangfaia 
of  the  elder  Phineas  Bates  became  the  wife  of  John  A.  Sterem 
the  early  Printer,  and  Editor  of  the  Ontario  Messenger.  An  eidei 
daughter  was  the  wife  of  Orange  Brace,  who  has  been  named  ii 
connection  with  the  earlv  advent  of  the  family ;  in  1806,  be  ht- 
came  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  upon  the  purchase  of  Phelps  and 
Chipman.  in  Sheldon,  Wyoming  county.  * 

Phineas  P.  Bate>.  Esq.,  the  survivor  of  the  family,  who  has  beec 
named,  in  ISOO,  was  the  mail  boy  from  Canandaigua  to  Fort  S'v^ 
gara.  The  mail  route  had  Ijeen  established  about  two  yean  pt- 
rious,  and  was  carried  through  by  Jasper  Marvin,  who  sometiaKf 
di5]:'eL5ed  with  mail  bag?,  aiid  carried  the  contents  in  a  pockcc 
book.  Mr.  Bates  oJiserves  that  when  he  commenced  camri&s  i: 
for  his  brother  Stephen,  who  was  the  mail  contractor,  it  used  K- 
take  six  days  to  go  and  return.  His  stopping  places  over  nicfe 
were  at  Mrs.  Berry's,  amon^  tiie  Indians  at  Tonawazida,  and  i: 
Fort  Niagara. 

In  some  reminiscences  of  Mr.  Bates,  he  observes,  that  ''in  ITfi 
one  of  those  fatal  accidents  c>ccurred  at  Canandaigua,  which  ahram 
cast  a  g!>.K)m  over  small  communities.  A  Mr.  Miles,  from  Hint  ii 
now  Lima,  ar^d  a  ciiizen'of  Canada,  were  ••a  their  wav  to 
chu?'.-:ts.  Ri'iin::  into  the  viiiacre,  when  t.*.ev  were  within  a  i 
rods  of  Maiii-slrerrt,  a  tree  turned  out  by  the  roots,  fefi  upon  ibc 
t ra Velio  rs.  kiliing  tl.em  l^-th,  and  one  of  ti.eir  horses.  What 
the  aiTair  a  ver\'  sir.zular  one,  was  the  fact,  thai  althouzfa  it 
rair.ir-::  m'>iera;e!v  at  the  lime,  there  was  not  the  least  wind  t 
cause  tiie  full  of  the  tre'.*." 

Dr.  Moses  At  water  settled  in  Canaridaisraa  as  a  physician,  at  ibt 
early  j^riod  of  1791.  In  s-i-me  corresjorideiice  that  passed  ht- 
tween  Gen.  Chapin  ai.d  Juije  Phelf-s.  Lhere  was  much  gratifici' 
tion  manifested  that  their  now  sotilement  was  to  have  the  beoefc 
of  a  physician.  Dr.  Atwater  en'«.»ye«i  for  a  ior^z  j:*ericd  an  extenEve 
practice,  and  made  hiriisell  eir.inently  useful  in  the  new  cocit.7 

•T>*  I':  •'r'T  zr.i  a  «.  -.  V  •"'-  :.■•:  r.-  -j:-..  f-  :.-«-r  vl-t.-  -/i^t  hi*  ^v-,<  zziiir 
?r:iy:h--:r.'li-'2-;  -.  i:.  ::..  -r-  :  >:i  A-  "i-r*.  •.  ar.-:  *  :i".j-.>:  L.<l  !/•-= 
iKr  <L-:.r  TT.--.L  T  *■*.-:  :i -■  ::  -^  f  •-..,  x~ir.  \  *.  - -^-.-iiT  \t  ::-.  M«rr.2.  ▼»  rl- 
oi    ■  ■••^•:    f*  <rrT  ■...,•    1:  •^..  '.'i:.-.!!   1:.-.:.-.^     ::•*;>    M:.  k    r. -fi    te: 
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He  was  an  early  Judge  of  Ontario  county.  He  died  in  1848,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  82  years.  Samuel  Atwater  of  Canandaigua, 
and  Moses  Atwater  of  Buffalo,  are  his  sons ;  a  daughter  became 
the  wife  of  Robert  Pomeroy,  of  Buffalo;  and  another,  the  wife  of 
Lewis  Jenkins,  formerly  a  merchant  of  Canandaigua,  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Buffalo.  Dr.  Jeremiah  Atwater,  a  brother  of  Moses,  set- 
tled in  Canandaigua  in  early  years.  He  still  survives  at  the  age 
of  80  years,  laboring,  however,  under  the  infirmity  of  a  loss  of 
sight. 

Mr.  Samuel  Dungan  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  a  student 
with  the  celebrated  Dr.  Wistar.  He  settled  in  practice  in  Canan- 
daigua in  1797.  He  possessed  extraordinary  skill  as  a  surgeon,  and 
in  that  capacity,  was  known  throughout  a  wide  region.  He  died 
nearlry  thirty  years  since.  He  left  a  son  and  a  daughter,  both  of 
whom  are  still  living. 

Dr.  William  A.  Williams  was  from  Wallingford,  Conn.  He  en- 
tered Yale  College  at  the  close  of  the  Revolution,  and  graduated  at 
the  early  age  of  sixteen.  After  passing  through  a  regular  course 
of  medical  studies,  he  commenced  practice  in  Hatfield,  Mass.;  but 
m  a  few  years,  in  1793,  emigrated  to  Canandaigua,  established  him- 
-self  in  a  large  and  successful  practice,  which  he  retained  until  near 
the  close  of  a  long  life.  One  who  was  his  neighbor  for  near  forty 
years>  observes  :  —  "  He  was  a  man  of  plain  and  simple  manners, 
amiable  and  kind  hearted ;  at  the  bed  side  of  his  patients,  he  min- 
gled the  consolations  of  friendship  with  professional  advice ;  in 
day  or  night  time,  in  sunshine  or  in  storm,  whether  his  patients  were 
rich  or  poor,  he  was  the  same  indefatigable,  faithful  physician  and 
good  neighbor.  He  died  in  1833  or  '4.  Col.  George  Williams,  of 
Portage,  and  Charles  Williams,  of  Nunda,  are  his  sons.  His 
daughters  became  the  wives  of  the  late  Jared  Wilson,  Esq.,  and 

Jcdin  A.  Granger,  of  Canandaigua,  and Whitney,  the  present 

P.  M.  at  Canandaigua,  and  Editor  of  the  Ontario  Repository. 


NATHANIEL  W.  HOWELL. 


The  Tenerable  Nathaniel  W.  Howell,  now  in  his  81st  year,  is  the 
oldest  resident  member  of  the  Bar  of  Western  New  York.  His 
native  place  is  Blooming  Grove,  Orange  County,  N.  Y.    The  son 
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of  a  farmer,  at  a  period  when  farmer's  sons  were  earlv  imiivd  to 
toil,  a  natorally  robust  and  vigorous  constitution  was  aided  bj  the 
healthy  labors  of  the  field.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  was  placed  k 
an  Acaderav  in  Goshen,  founded  bv  Noah  Webster,  the  wideK 
known  author ;  where  he  remained  for  nearlv  two  rears :  aficr 
which  he  entered  the  Academy  at  Hackensack,  N.  J.,  the  Principa! 
of  which  was  Dr.  Peter  Wilson,  formerly  Professor  of  languages  ia 
Columbia  College.  In  May,  17S7,  he  entered  the  junior  das  m 
Princeton  College,  and  {graduated,  in  Sept.  17SS.  A  few  moilb 
after  graduating,  making  choice  of  the  legal  profession,  he  eon- 
menced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  the  late  Gen.  WilkiiL  in 
Goshen.  Remaining  there  but  a  short  period,  he  accepted  a  eaQ  to 
take  charee  of  an  Academv  at  Ward's  Bridge  in  Ulster  Cc  wiiae 
he  continued  for  over  three  years :  after  which^  he  resumed  tk 
studv  of  law  in  the  office  of  the  late  Judce  Hoffinan.  in  the  rilvrf 
New  York.  He  was  admitted  an  Attorney  of  the  Sopreme  Gout 
in  May,  1794. 

In  May.  1795,  he  opened  an  office  in  the  town  of  Unioo,  nev 
the  now  village  of  Binghampton,  in  Tioga  county.  The  late  Gc& 
Matthews  was  then  practicing  law  in  Newtown,  now  Elmira.  Tk 
two  were  the  only  Supreme  court  la\\'}"ers  then  in  the  county. 

Judce  Howell  was  admitted  as  an  Attorney  of  the  court  of  cob- 
mon  pleas  in  Ontario  in  June,  1795,  and  in  the  following  Febraur. 
removed  to  Canandaicrua,  where  he  has  continued  to  reside  vti 
the  present  time.  The  records  of  the  courts  bear  evidence  d  te  1 
having  acquired  a  large  practice  in  early  years.  He  was  one  of  tk 
local  legal  advisers  of  Mr.  Williamson,  and  was  employed  K 
Joseph  EUicott  in  his  earliest  movements  upon  the  Holland  PurchHS- 
Laying  before  the  author  at  this  present  writing,  are  copies  of  bis 
letters  to  Mr.  Williamson  \NTitten  in  1795.  and  a  letter  written  wilk- 
in  the  present  year,  in  a  fair  hand,  but  little  marked  by  the  treW 
of  age.    Fifty  six-years  have  intervened ! 

In  1799,  he  was  appointed  by  the  council  of  appointment,  on  the 
nomination  of  Gov.  Jav,  assistant  Attoniev  General  for  the  fire 
western  counties  of  this  state,  the  duties  of  which  office  he  cootJD- 
ued  to  discharge  until  his  resignation  in  1S0"2.  In  1S19  he  w«i 
appointed  by  the  council  of  appointment,  on  the  nomination  of  Go*" 
Dewitt  CHnton,  First  Judge  of  the  county  of  Ontario,  which  ofce 
he  fiUed  for  thirteen  years.    He  was  an  early  representative  in  tk 
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state  legislature,  and  in  1818,  '14,  he  represented  in  Congress,  the 
double  district,  composed  of  Ontario  and  the  five  coufities  to  the 
west  of  it.  On  retiring  from  the  Bench,  he  retired  from  his  profes- 
sion, employing  himself  in  the  superintendence  of  a  farm  and  gar- 
den, enjoying  good  health,  with  slight  exceptions ;  in  summers  labor- 
ing more  or  less  with  his  own  hands. 

In  a  previous  work,  the  author  has  observed,  that  there  are  few 
instances  of  so  extended  a  period  of  active  participation  in  the 
affairs  of  life ;  and  still  fewer  instances  of  a  life  that  has  so  adorned 
the  profession  to  which  he  belongs,  and  been  so  eminently  useful 
and  exemplary.  To  him,  and  to  such  as  him — his  early  cotem- 
porary,  General  Matthews,  for  instance  —  and  others  of  his  cotem- 
poraries  that  could  be  named,  is  the  highly  honorable  profession  of 
law  in  Western  New  York  indebted  for  early  and  long  continued 
examples  of  those  high  aims,  dignity,  and  exalted  integrity,  which 
should  be  its  abiding  characteristics.  They  have  passed,  and  are 
passing  away.  If  days  of  degeneracy  should  come  upon  the  profes* 
sion  —  renovation  become  necessary  —  there  are  no  better  prece- 
dents  and  examples  to  consult,  than  the  lives  and  practices  of  the 
Pioneer  Lawyers. 

The  first  wife  of  Judge  Howell  was  the  youngest  daughter  of 
General  Israel  Chapin.  She  died  in  1808,  leaving  two  sons  and  a 
daughter.  He  married  for  a  second  wife,  in  1809,  the  daughter  of 
Dr.  Coleman,  of  Anchram,  Mass.  She  died  in  1842,  leaving  three 
sons  and  a  daughter.  The  surviving  sons  are:  —  Alexander  H. 
Howell,  Thomas  M.  Howell,  Nathaniel  W.  Howell,  Augustus  P. 
Howell.  Daughters  became  the  wives  of  Amasa  Jackson  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  and  Henry  S.  Mulligan  of  Buffalo. 

Dudley  Saltonstall  was  a  native  of  New  London,  Conn.,  a  grad- 
uate of  Yale  College.  He  studied  law  in  the  celebrated  law  school 
of  Judge  Reeves  of  Litchfield,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the 
court  of  common  pleas  of  Ontario,  in  1795.  He  had  genius,  and 
high  attainments  in  scholarship,  commenced  practice  under  favorable 
auspices ;  but  aiming  high  and  falling  below  his  aim,  in  his  first 
forensic  efforts,  he  lost  confidence  in  himself,  and  abandoned  the 
profession.  He  engaged  in  other  pursuits  with  but  little  better 
success,  and  in  1808,  emigrated  to  Maryland,  and  soon  after  to 
Elizabeth  city,  N.  Carolina,  where  he  died  some  fifteen  years  since. 

Dudley  BCarrin  did  not  locate  at  Canandaigua  within  a  pioneer 
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'wiicxi,  )mt  his  name  is  so  blended  vrith  the  locality,  that  a  brief  no- 
Ticc  ui  liiai  will  perhaps  be  anticipated.  He  was  a  native  of 
ijviiic,  Comwcticut.  His  law  studies  were  commenced  and  com- 
jtleicJ  ill  the  office  of  Messrs.  Howell  «fc  Greig:  in  the  absence  of 
:liiv  clas>siciil  education,  but  in  its  place  was  a  vigoroos  inteHect^ 
l>cvuliai-Iy  adapted  to  the  profession  he  embraced.  He  had  no! 
Iktou  \onii  admitted  to  the  bar.  when  he  had  no  superior,  and  fe^ 
if  any  et^uals,  as  an  advocate,  in  the  western  counties  of  this  Slate: 
indeed,  the  ^ants  of  the  law  from  the  east,  who  used  to  follow  th« 
circuits  of  the  old  Supreme  Court  Judges  in  this  direction,  found  in 
the  young  advocate  of  the  west,  a  competitor  who  plucked  laoreii 
from  their  brows  they  had  won  upon  other  theatres  of  forensic  stri^r. 
**  When  sitting  as  a  judge,"  says  one  of  his  early  legal  mentors.  "I 
frequently  listened  with  admiration  to  his  exceedingly  able  and  elo- 
quent summings  up  in  jury  trials.  I  was  once  present  on  the  trial 
of  an  important  and  highly  interesting  cause,  in  which  Mr.  Marvin 
and  the  celebrated  Elisha  Williams  were  opposed  to  each  other, 
and  I  thought  the  speech  to  the  jury  of  Marvin,  was  quite  as 
eloquent  as  that  of  William;,  and  decidedly  more  able.  He  was.  in- 
deed, unsucced(?ful.  but  the  failure  was  owin^;  to  his  cause,  and  not 
to  him.  He  might  well  have  said  with  the  Trojan  hero: — **& 
Pergama  dextra  defendi  possent  etiam  hac  d^fensi  fuissent." 

He  was  twice  elected  to  Congress,  in  which  capacity  the  hid 
expectations  that  were  entertained  of  his  career  were  somewhat  dis- 
appointed. The  new  sphere  of  action  was  evidently  not  his  forte— 
neither  was  it  to  his  likinc» :  while  the  free  habits  that  unCmunateIr 
so  much  prevailed  at  our  national  capitol.  were  illy  suited  to  help 
the  wavering  resolutions  of  a  mind  that  was  wrestling  with  all  its 
giant  strength,  to  throw  off  chains  with  which  a  generous  5*xial 
nature,  had  helped  to  fetter  him.  Years  followed,  in  which  one  who 
had  filled  a  large  space  in  the  public  mind  of  this  redon.  was  a'osort 
lost  sight  of;  his  residence  being  principally  in  Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia. He  returned  to  this  State,  and  resumed  practice  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  where  he  continued  but  a  few  years :  removing  to 
the  county  cf  Chautauque.  and  retiring  upon  a  farm. 

Myron  Holley  came  from  Salisbury  Connecticut,  in  1S03.  Ic^atin; 
at  Canandaigua.  He  had  studied  law.  but  never  encraired  in  prac- 
tice. He  was  an  eariy  bookseller,  and  for  a  considerable  time 
clerk  of  Ontario  coantv.    He  was  a  member  of  the  first  Board  of 
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canal  commissioners,  the  acting  commissioner  in  the  original  con- 
struction of  the  western  division  of  the  Erie  Canal,  unil  the  whole 
was  put  under  contract.  Soon  after  the  location  of  the  canal  he 
became  a  resident  of  the  village  of  Lyons.  So  eminently  able  and 
faithful  were  his  services  as  a  canal  commissioner,  that  the  grateful 
recollection  and  acknowledgement  of  them,  outlive  and  palliate  the 
mixed  offence  of  fault  and  misfortune,  with  which  his  official  career 
terminated. 

Mr.  Holley  died  in  1839,  or  '40;  his  widow,  the  daughter  of 
John  House,  an  early  Pioneer  at  Canandaigua,  resides  in  Black 
Rock,  Erie  county. 

Isaac  Davis,  an  early  merchant  at  Canandaigua,  and  subsequently 
at  Buffalo,  married  another  daughter  of  Mr.  House.  She  resides 
with  her  two  sons  in  Lockport.  Wm.  C.  House,  a  surviving  son  of 
John  House,  was  an  early  merchant  in  Lockport,  and  lately  the 
canal  collector  at  that  point ;  his  wife,  the  daughter  of  John  G. 
Bond,  an  early  merchant  in  Rochester. 

Thomas  Beals  became  a  resident  of  Canandaigua,  engaging  in 
the  mercantile  business,  in  1803.  In  early  years  his  trade  extended 
over  a  wide  region  of  country,  in  which  he  was  highly  esteemed 
as  an  honest  and  fair  dealing  merchant.  The  successor  of  Thad- 
deus  Chapin  as  treasurer  of  Ontario  county,  in  1814,  he  continued 
to  hold  the  office  for  twenty  eight  years.  As  Trustee  and  Secretary, 
he  has  been  connected  with  the  Canandaigua  Academy  forty  years. 
He  was  one  of  the  trustees,  and  a  member  of  the  building  com- 
mittee of  the  Congregational  Church  in  1812 ;  and  was  one  of  the 
county  superintendents  of  the  poor,  when  the  Poor  House  was  first 
erected.  He  is  now,  in  his  GCth  year,  engaged  in  the  active 
pursuits  of  life ;  the  Treasurer  of  the  Ontario  Savings  Bank,  a 
flourishing  institution  of  which  he  was  the  founder.  Mrs.  Beals, 
who  was  the  daughter  of  the  early  settled  clergyman  at  Canan- 
daigua, the  Rev.  Mr.  Fields,  still  survives.  There  are  two  survi- 
veing  sons,  one  a  resident  of  New  York,  and  the  other  in  Indiana. 
Surviving  daughters  are :  —  Mrs.  Alfred  Field,  and  Mrs.  Dr.  Carr, 
of  Canandaigua,  and  Mrs.  James  S.  Rogers,  of  Wisconsin. 

In  1798,  a  formidable  party  of  emigrants  arrived  and  settled  near 
Canandaigua.  It  consisted  of  the  families  of  Benjamin  Barney, 
Richard  Daker  and  Vincent  Grant.  They  were  from  Orange  county; 
apd  were  all  family  connexions..    With  their  six  or  seven  teams. 
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■rr.-rnn?  TiTi'-'Ue  of  foot  passengers,  and  stock,  their  advent 

ni#Mni»rrc*i-     They  practiced  one  species  of  travelling 

•'.:.*  :.V  author  has  never  Ix'fore  heard  of  amonc  the  de- 

.:i.Tr:  :inies:  —  the  milk  of  their  cows  was  put  into  a 

•'If  :::c»lion  of  the  \va;ron  produced  their  butter  iis  they 

•     The  journey  from  Orange  county  consumed  twenty- 

7*i;-  <ons  who  came  with  IJenj.  Barney,  were  :  — Thomas. 

•.•■.>.  Joseph  and  Henry.     Thomas  was  the  head  of  a 

.    ,  n  •  shoy  came  to  the  Genesee  country^;  a  surviving  son 

-^  >  .■'.n.  V.  G.  Barney  of  Newark  Wayne  county;  a  surviv- 

:-^  •  \*r  is  the  wife  of  Elisha  Highy,  of    Hopewell,  Ontario 

..J...-         .\:\A  in  this  connection  it  may  be  observed,  that  Mr. 

II    »     .■  \v:ed  the  first  cardini^  machine  in  the  Genesee  counlrv, 

v'-4.    •'.  what  is  now  the  town  of  Hopewell,  to  which  he  soon 

■,/i.o    '.  ^*  "-h  dressing  establishment. 

• .  --;<  Sibley,  the  early  and  widely  known  silver  smith,  watch 
r.-.r  vv.  ,i!ui  jeweler,  of  ('anandaigua,  still  suivives,  retired  from 
MX-  v-i^*.  a  resident  of  Rochester.  His  son,  Oscar  Sibley,  pursuing 
,ic  >.:s:*ioss  of  his  father,  is  the  proprietor  of  a  large  establishnnent 
it  I:»utLi!o.  By  the  aid  of  a  singuliirly  retentive  memory — especi- 
..Iv  -i  n't'erence  to  names  and  localities  —  he  has  furnished  the 
■u  ■  •:■  with  the  followinir  names  of  all  the  heads  of  families  in  Can- 
,.i.i.i:j:ua,  village,  in  1803  :  — 

<i'!i  riminpHin,  Wi.l«iw  Wliitiisi^,  SvlviMor  Tilfiiny, 

\'«:.tT  Iliiiiiii-U,  rhiiiftLs  r>:ito!N  \Vni.  A.  Wiiliuiii.s 

|.1j;i!i  M«»:iiv.  AuLni<:'.is  I'lirttr,  .Ijm.«  s  lliilili-ii, 

Ht'iirv  Cli:i|>ir!.  Z:ji"liaii;ih  Si'Vimnir.  N;iTh.  \V.  Hi. ^-'-11, 

S..ni  .il  L:itTa,  NjiJliuriit'l  >aiilHirii.  Si.riii;--!  l»-.:T:'jr.n. 

!>inlli'v  S.■^l^.T^>;tall,  Tirn-ithy  iJnrt,  I{i»»M'rt  S).i::i-rr. 

I.i-anifcr  lliitl«-r.  Tlji»in;>  Mnrris  Jl:i!.i.a)i  Wlirjllt-y, 

1-utlnT  \V.  IJi  iijainin,  Tlmin.i-;  Hrals,  KI'i-M/i-r  f.  N^trti^n. 

Ji'Iiu  Hall,  AIo>»*s  Atwntrr.  «!••). n  F'iT^'Ujyii, 

Jnhn  I!misi»,  Thatiili  i]«i  Dia]iin,  A)'Iht  lia-l-iv. . 

Man  ill  Dudloy,  l^r.u\  (.'hapin,  Noriiiii  tV  Kii  lianl-, 

Hon.  WrlK  (JuliM  tV  I'li-it,  Nailiai.irl  (ii-rliain. 

Ja«jHT  l'a"i*h,  Jann*  Diw^-v.  Wiillarii  SSInj  1«  nl. 

Mr. Cnine.  K^ikil  Taylor,  Fn  « riwi!!  An\:;:tT. 

Danit'l  Duiu'h.  Wm.  Aiili«v,  \Vii;i:,i:i  C'!..?j":r:aa. 

Mi.  SaTnji-»-.ii,  Julm  Cl.irk.  C'tl.  llyilo. 

Tiiniiiliy  Ytiuni'lovo,  Jani-J  Sii-.i'iil«'y,  VinKf  !iri»:j'i"n. 

^^aniiirl  Aliln-y,  Jat'uMia-krll.  Jaiiu-  l».  M.iwcr, 

Jiih[i  SliuliT.  Jlrv.  Timothy  Fk'M.  <»liviT  I'lu'lji-. 

John  HnH^kfllKink,  J'lxhua  Katoii.  IVi.-r  li.  C't-ii. 

Jorcriiinh  Alwator,  Sam::rl  ItpK-k,  LutIht  I'nli'. 

CiciK'ml  Tayliir,  Mused  Cleveland,  Anio^  I^l-ucIl 

—  -        .     -  ^     — ^ 

*  But  thix  (Ifvico  foniKi  lunrp  than  'i\n  mm  oh  xritli  an  nld  hulv  who  was  i!it  ini;  frDin 
the  froutivr  in  the  war  uf  1:^1:2.    Ad  alonii  fuiuid  her  witli  hvr  dk^ugh  mixed  fur  UaikiDgL 
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The  first  permanent  church  organization  in  Canandaigua,  of 
which  the  author  finds  any  reconi,  was  that  of  St.  Mathew's 
church  of  the  town  of  Canandaigua,  February  4th,  1799.  "A 
meeting  was  held  at  the  house  of  Nathaniel  Sanborn  ;  Ezra  Piatt 
was  called  to  the  chair  to  regulate  said  meeting."  The  following 
ofllicers  were  chosen :  —  Ezra  Piatt,  Joseph  Colt,  Wardens;  John 
Clark,  Augustus  Porter,  John  Ilecox,  Natlianiel  Sanborn,  Benjamin 
Wells,  James  Fields,  Moses  Atwater,  Aaron  Flint,  Vestrymen. 

The  Rev.  Philander  Chase,  the  present  Bishop  of  the  United 
States,  then  in  Deacon's  orders,  presided  at  this  organization  ;  re* 
mained  and  officiated  as  clergyman  for  several  months. 

About  the  same  period,  "  the  first  Congregational  church  of  tlic 
town  of  Cannandaigua,"  was  organized.  "  All  persons  who  had 
statedly  worshipped  in  said  congregation,"  met  "at  the  school 
house,"  and  chose  as  Trustees :  — Othniel  Taylor,  Thaddeus  Chapin, 
Dudley  Saltonstall,  Seth  Holcomb,  Abner  Barlow,  Phineas  Bates. 
The  first  settled  minister  of  this  church,  was  tlie  Rev.  Mr.  Field. 

The  first  record  of  election  returns  that  the  author  has  been 
enabled  to  obtain,  is  that  of  the  election  of  Senators  and  Assem- 
blymen in  1799.  This  was  before  Ontario  was  dismembered,  or 
rather  before  Steuben  had  a  separate  organization,  and  the  returns 
of  course  embrace  the  whole  region  west  of  Seneca  Lake.  Vin- 
cent Matthews,  Joseph  White,  Moss  Kent,  were  the  candidates  for 
Senators.  The  candidates  for  Assembly  were,  Charles  Williamson 
and  Nathaniel  Norton,  opposed  by  Lemuel  Chipman  and  Dudley 
Saltonstall.  Williamson  and  Saltonstall  were  elected.  The  entire 
vote  is  given :  — 


Bloomfield 

m                      m 

IfiR 

JeniFalem 

101 

Kortlifiold 

. 

59 

Ilartiord 

70 

Charleston 

■                   m 

125 

Palmyra 

55 

Euton 

» 

58 

Genefleo 

44 

Augusta    - 

. 

58 

Sodus     - 

46 

Spsita 

■ 

82 

Seneca 

*        "        " 

55 

She  rolled  it  up  in  a  bed.  and  sitting  upon  it,  kept  it  warm,  pulling^  it  out  and  baking 
Mdie  stopped  along  the  road. 

NoTt— There  was  a  little  feelinp  of  rivalry  in  the  or^nnizatitm  of  these  Pioneer 
dnrehes:  thence tiic anecdote  of  "Bishop  Chase'd  fiddle.*'  The  then  young  clergy- 
iMn  hoarded  with  Mrs.  San1)orn,  and  to  amuse  one  of  her  children,  whitOe<]  out  a 
■bingle  in  the  shape  of  a  fiddle,  and  Htrin^n^  it  with  Bilk  thread,  put  it  in  the  win- 
W;  an  iEolian  harp.  The  trifling  affair  soon  got  noiaed  about,  ujid  fsonie  members 
vf  dw  rival  church  oiKamzation  converted  it  to  no  less  offence  than  that  of  a  minister 
^  Ibe  foqpel  iMldDg  ftfiddle. 

12 
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r« 

,,.  ..       :    i-     .' ':v..iri  ar.d  Xa:h:i:iiel  Norton  were  e'.oc'.t: 

.    .-.  :. "vJ.     Ti.oni;^.?  Mi»rr:s  was  elected  to  Cor.zriK' 

.    ^i     '.■  ::/.:re  vote  of  the  lienesee  countrv.    Carar. 

•       ■■!.    '/r.fto!,   S;  :irtn,   Ilarilord.    Easton.  Charie?ti: 

«  ::."s  .-.  :;.t!r  ci.tire  vote:  ami  in  several  other  xort 

..,,-    vi-    ■.  :\  :v...i  an-.l  three,  against  him.     ISOl  —  IVttT  I 

..    /:•     .    I'ha;  in  were  elected  to  tlir  AssemMy.     1S02- 

.     ■.  ?.*  .:rL-:e!v,  lV.ivd«»re  13.  Wisner,  Au:;ustu5  Torn 

.i;..-  ■».'■.  ■.:■::!,  v/ere  elected  members  of  As<einb!v  tV.x 

:v;;:  —  iK'ii.ivia,  which  was  then  all    of  the  Ho!!an 

..     >f.  :<   i*  !;'-<  than  ISO  votes.     In  that  year,    Amos  Hal 

....  ^V    H.^well.  Poilvdore  B.  Wisner.  were  elected  :••:?: 

>0l  —  The  members  of  AsseniMv  were,  Arn(»>  Hi! 

.  *.v     l.,'.\i';  ;>.!:d  Alexander  Illien. 

.1   ^  *'.\  V\\:\\y<,  an  early  slu»emaker  ^f  Canandai::iia.  s'.::!  str 

....     -cvw^  ^nvl  drawintr  out  his  waxed  ends  upon  a  seat  h 

.    V.-.     i\:  fi»r  r»l  vears  :  Ivinir  now  75  vears  of  aue.     The  o! 
. ...  r  ■•  ■■•.  x^!'<erves.  ti^.at  in  that  now  healthv  k^calitv.  he  has  know 
..    V  s.»  sii-iJy.  that  m«^re  than  half  tlie  entire  i>oi»ulation  wvui 
..    .   ■  ,  .s\\  with  levers. 

>  •  ..  -.woriii  (^■^^  :!!!  filler  l-miher  of  Luth.L-r  C<»le,  came  ir.'.or. 

..     .■\  ::»  ITlC     He  located  on  the  east   side  of  the  Lake,  in . 

■»  .■  w  .■.!/i  v.t's<.  at  u  hat  was  known  in  eai!v  ilavs  as  "C'^m  Treik. 

i  '  .-   '  w.is  an  olvi   I;:d:an  clearii.j  of  aS-nil  '20   acres.     Mr  Co!' 

.     .   *M  Nt«\eral  \ears  t!)e  onlv  settler  lu'tween  the  W\^{  «if  the  Lak* 

/    I  \.jj»!i's.     The  location  was  famed  as  t!ie  favorite  ground  of  ihi 

i. •■•.■<:.. ikr  :  some  me:nbers  r^f  this  PionetT  family  have  killi^i  a 

■WW  n«s  ir»0  in  the  course  ol  a  ilav  at  tluir  den.     Deer  were  * 

;.r.iv.  ih;!!  a  hunter  of  the  lamilv  has  kiliid  CO  in  a  season.     Tw 

nMu  iif  the  Pioneer  were  Abner  Cole,  an  earlv  lawver  iA  Palmvra 

■  ■         •  • 

"  irantus  Cule.  of  Palmyra:    Joseph  Cole,  of  Michigan;  G.  ^V 
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Cole,  of  Saratoga  Springs ;  and  Benjamin  B.  Cole,  of  Ogden. 
Mrs.  Philetus  Swift  of  Phelps,  and  Mrs.  Kingsley  Miller  of  Palmy- 
ra, were  his  daughters.  Joseph  Colt,  the  early  merchant  of  Geneva 
and  Palmyra,  married  a  sister  of  Southworth  and  Luther  Cole. 


BLOOMFIELD. 


The  settlement  of  East  Bloomfield,  commenced  simultaneously 
with  that  of  Canandaigua.  The  east  township  was  purchased  by 
Capt.  Wm.  Bacon,  Gen.  John  Fellows,  Elisha  Lee,  Deacon  John 
Adams,  Dr.  Joshua  Porter  (the  father  of  Peter  B.  and  Augustus,) 
Deacon  Adams  became  the  pioneer  in  settlement ;  —  and  the  pa- 
triarch it  might  well  be  added,  for  he  introduced  a  large  household 
into  the  wilderness.  His  family  consisted  of  himself  and  wife,  his 
sons  John,  Jonathan,  William,  Abner  and  Joseph  ;  his  sons  in  laws, 

Ephraim  Rew,  Lorin  Hull,  and Wilcox,  and  their  wives,  and 

Elijah  Rose,  a  brother  in  law  and  his  family,  and  three  unmarried 
daughters.    Joined  with  all  these  in  the  primitive  advent,  were :  — 
Moses  Gunn,  Lot  Rew,  John  Barnes,  Rogei:  Sprague,  Asa  Hickox, 
Benjamin  Goss,  John  Keyes,  Nathaniel  Norton.    Early  after  the 
opening  of  navigation,  in  1789,  the  emigrants  departed  from  Sche- 
nectady, some  of  the  men  with  the  household  furniture  and  stores,  by 
water,  but  most  of  the  party  upon  pack  horses,  following  principally 
the  Indian  trails.    In  May,  they  were  joined  by  Augustus  Porter, 
Thaddeus  Keyes,  Joel  Steele,  Eber  Norton  and  Orange  Woodruff. 
Judge  Porter,  then  but  twenty  years  of  age,  had  been  employed  to 
make  farm  surveys  of  the  township.    When  he  arrived  he  found 
the  Adams  family,  and  those  who  had  come  in  with  them,  the  occu- 
pants of  a  log  house,  80  by  40  feet,  the  first  dwelling  erected  west 
of  Canandaigua  after  white  settlement  commenced.    To  accomo- 
date so  large  a  family  with  lodgings,  there  were  berths  upon  wooden 
pins  along  the  walls  of  the  house,  one  above  another,  steam,  or 
packet  boat  fashion.     It  w^as  the  young  surveyor's  first  introduction 
to  backwoods  life.    He  added  to  the  crowded  household  himself  and 
his  assistants,  and  soon  shouldered  his  "  Jacob  staff,"  and  commen- 
ced his  work.    The  emigrants  had  brought  on  a  good  stock  of  pro- 
visions and  some  cows ;  wild  game  soon  began  to  be  added,  which 
made  them  very  comfortable  livers.    The  Judge,  in  his  later  years. 
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would  sreak  wi'j:   rrrj:h  i:-:::':it::'ri.  of  'jje  rTim/lTe  lor  I'TiH  n 

\*L;cr.  Mr?.  R:*£  used  ::•  Irirjj:  ui-.l  ihe  iiii.e.  aiid  wLcii  ie  bu: 

A:':er  ir-ir  Rr".  o!-:!o:i  r.r  :."-:Tr  c'.v.It  ::.:. -zr.  -:«?^  -i.e  c-.i  tiii: 
triil : J  For:  \"iZara-  Det.co:.  Aiiiijs.  Xi'i.iLir.  Lzrirsic-:^  li: 
sereraj  oiers  of  :he  eirlv  sr'.V.ers  ir.  El-i.T-ficji.  5r*:  siw  liieGrtr 

Asher  Sir!or.  i  jr'.rrlLr::.:  :-..:.rrr,  i^  t.>.»n-j:rii.  Cs.Tjlrlk.  mc 

Mo::r:»r.  vi  i*  a  «-:•!.  ".l  ia-iv  of  cic:.  Eic.L  i-i^i  :.!?  ::<-2i.  reriTMELii- 
eve.  H-r  ilri  :.:r.l5  re*. :t:i:>-  1l  M.ihlnn  in  I>4T  ai  ai.  ^frkseei 
aje-     He   ::.irr>:i  f.r  a.  ::.  ri  \y,:r:  a   s-.-ie:  (r"  Cir-.  M.ciii  hriKks^ 

WlirL  r^e  icf:  Bio:*::  f.t!- :  :o  z  :•-!.::■  i  i-r-v  reroi'Tj  :r- XLtrara  ccdS^ 
he  reraarkei  ::•  ar.  oii  friei-i  :hi:  hr  "^i-r  z.^r.z  "  "A\vrre  u**t  Irrt  n 
]oz  cai'ii.5. "  '  1  -.TiL:"* s.ii  he  *"  :o  irrt  r.jore  of  P.cT.eer  Ije."*  li? 
r«:«f  of  a  1  oz  c  aI! i.  h  i?  *e]  i or: .   j-rirr ! : r  rt- i  a  - v-i.r'.hie  r  z:  2 r^. 

The  au::*or  i?  uLi:!r  ::  L'-:.-re  :r.r  veL:  in  -.^ :..::.  L_  .c"  'jx  cm- 
crants  se:L-ei  :r.  B. >.':.jV.i  i'ler  ::.e  :  r!r:.::.vv  iive:.:  f  :he  AcjiZl; 
h«:ni5eho";d.  aL.":  '.h:»=^  %^h:»carr»tr  L':  ::;i  SLr:.-?  vrir.  Tj.L-se  •wii:-  w*!! 
be  naJTied  were  of  L'.e  ^irl.-.-?:  ci^f  of  P.  :.re:?. 

Dr.  Daiiiel  Cha:::.  viai  -j/e  earlv  T:.v*'c.ir..     Hr   wsi?  -Jie  dtet 

A  ■  «  a 

repre*eDia*L-Te  of  fn'.iho  ciur/.j  .:.  -j.r  Lezli.i:ure  ifter  Gk- 
hrad  ChapiL.     He  rervOTei  10  E;i5ilo  .l  iS05  ii.i  =i.ei  tbert  a 


Amos  Broason  wa?  fro-m  Berkshire,  s  rer?-evcrl:.z  ir.i  eLierrriFait 
nun,  MXhi  l:«ecajTje  'uje  ov.iier  of  i  iirz-.-  fir:.'.  Hr  J.ei  :l  1S£ 
His  wiie  s'-ll  snrriTes.  a:  iiir:  a.iTi:,c*ri  ::Zr  :f  vver  M  veirs.  3ti 
Brci&soii.  Aiid  Bei;' st-iili.  G**-.  ere  ::.e  o:..v  va  :  5uri-.';.i.z  rrs»«c3 
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of  all  the  adult  pioneers  of  East  Bloomfield.  The  sons  are  among 
the  wealthy  and  public  spirited  men  of  the  town. 

Benjamin  Goss,  who  is  named  above,  was  in  the  country  as  early 
as  1791.  He  married  a  daughter  of  Deacon  George  Codding,  (rf 
Bristol.  Theirs  was  the  first  wedding  on  Phelps  and  Gorham's  Pur- 
chase. He  is  now  90  years  of  age ;  a  Revolutionary  pensioner. 
He  was  in  the  battle  at  Johnstown,  at  Sharon  Springs,  and  was  in 
the  unsuccessful  expedition  of  Col.  Marinus  Willett  to  Oswego  in  the 
winter  of  1781.* 

Nathaniel  Norton  was  from  Goshen,  Conn.  He  was  the  foun- 
der of  the  mills  that  took  his  name,  on  the  Ganargwa  creek,  in 
Bloomfield.  He  was  an  early  sheriff  of  Ontario,  and  its  represen- 
tative in  the  Legislature ;  and  an  early  merchaht  in  Bloomfield  and 
Canandaigua.  He  died  in  1809  or  '10.  The  late  Heman  Norton 
was  his  son ;  a  daughter  became  the  wife  of  Judge  Baldwin  of  the 

Sup.  Court  of  the  United  States ;  another  of Beach,  of  the 

firm  of  Norton  &  Beach.  Aaron  Norton,  the  brother  of  Nathaniel, 
settled  in  Bloomfield  about  the  same  time;  died  soon  after  1815. 
Hon.  Ebenezer  F.  Norton  of  Buflfalo,  and  Reuben  Norton  of  Bloom- 
field, are  his  sons.    A  daughter  became  the  wife  of Kibbe, 

the  early  Bank  cashier  at  Canandaigua  and  Buffalo;  another,  the 
wife  of  Peter  Bowen.  Eber  Norton,  another  brother  of  Nathaniel, 
died  in  1810;  Judge  Norton  of  Allegany  is  a  son  of  his. 

Roger,  Azel,  and  Thomas  Sprague,  with  their  father  and  mother, 
and  three  sisters,  were  early  pioneers.  Roger  succeeded  Nathaniel 
Norton  as  Sherifi*  of  Ontario,  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  and 
supervisor*  He  died  in  Michigan,  in  1848.  Asahel  and  Thomas, 
both  died  soon  after  1810.  The  only  survivor  of  the  family  is  a 
sister  who  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  Ralph  Wilcox. 


*The  old  genHeman  gives  a  relation  of  suffering  and  privation  in  that  expeditioii, 
which  exhibits  some  of  the  harshest  features  of  the  war  ot  the  Reyolution.  The  con- 
templated attack  upon  Oswc^,  was  undertaken  in  mid  winter,  and  the  army  encoun- 
tered deep  snow.  Many  of  Uie  men  had  their  feet  frozen,  and  the  rektor  among  the 
number.  The  expedition  was  undertaken  in  sleighs,  and  upon  snow  shoes,  the  men 
going  ahead  upon  the  snow  shoes,  and  partly  beating  the  track.  Oneida  Lake  was 
cnMBed  upon  ue  ice.  Arriving  at  Fort  Brewerton,  a  iSrge  number  of  the  pressed  mil- 
itia»  appalled  hy  the  suflering  and  danger  they  were  to  encounter,  desertea  and  return- 
ed to  tne  YiUey  of  the  Mohawk ;  the  remainder,  an  unequal  force  for  the  work  that 
was  before  them,  struck  off  into  the  dark  forest  in  the  direction  of  Osweso,  were  badlr 
piloted,  raiaeed  their  courao,  and  were  three  days  wanderers  amid  the  deep  snows  of 
ttie  wildemeaa  Cominff  within  four  miles  of  a  strong  fortress,  with  provisions  exhaus- 
ted, ammunition  much  damaged,  and  men  already  worn  out  in  the  march,  a  council  de- 
cided against  the  tAkBck,  and  the  expedition  retreated  to  Fort  Plain. 


11)0 


PEXLFS  ASD  GOBHAMS   PUBCHASZ. 


.Mijsctf  Cuna  was  fr^m  Berkshire.  He  died  in  1820  ;  LiDUsGizii 
•jf  Uli.M.'iiitit'id  was  a  vjZx  of  Ils  ;  anoiher  sol  was  an  early  U7t:i 
krupt'i-  '.'II  north  roasi  to  Canaridaigua. 

As  ..Miiv  :ii  1790  Daniel  Gates  KxraieJ  in  'iie  to^Ti  of  Ei^Tmnrji 
.Ml  1 1 II!  IL.'fi'-'ove  creek,  a:  what  i?  LO'.vkriCiivn  a*  Nonh  B^-yjmnrii 
;inii  cp-'cted  L'ie  first  sa'.v  mill  u:.o::  that  stream.  Procuring  ^jzr 
:i|»|)ic  si'PJUti  fr:.Ti  the  oli  Iniiian  orchard  at  Geneva  he  had  oik  x 
ilu?  eariiost  warlnz  orchards  in  the  Genesee  cou:;:rT.  His  yoaxijes 
son.  .VlTred  Gates,  no'.v  resides  uy.'Zi  the  old  homestead- 

Ur  John  Barnes  was  an  earlv  phvsician.  remained  a  few  Tttzi 
diui  crnijrrated  to  Canada. 

Ei.  ail  Ha*T.lin.  Phijo  HaEnlin,  Cvprlan  Collins.  Gideon  Kine.Btt- 
joiii;:!  Ci^pn^-an.  Jciel  and  Christopher  Parks.  Ep-hralm  aikd  Lr'xEa£. 
Aicvji- ier  E.^im:•^:5.  Ash'.e:  Beach.  Natl'iaii  Waldron.  Enos  HanrT. 
Tiiiiothv  Eue:.  were  Pior.eer*  In  Bl^x-ffJieii.  Lu:  in  reference  lothes. 
the  au::-or  as  :r.  n^inv  o'i*er  :r*s:ances.  has  to  re:n'eL  the  absenoecc 
J;iia:>  to  enable  Lni  to  siicak  of  tJiern  :.<••  ...nd  il^e  mentl'jc  of  ther 
names.  Elijah  Harhlin.  wh>  w^s  alive  a  i':rjz\  time  since,  in  Mjcl- 
igua.  if  a!ive  now.  Ls  the  only  survivor  of  them.  He  was  a  Ci>n'.rfc^ 
lor  on  the  Erie  Car.al.  a:  Lockf-ort.  in  1S22.  J'.iel  Parks,  a  s-.c  x 
\}v.*:  of  th-.'se  n'^amei.  married  a  daui-ht-rr  ■•:'  Dei.  G.»:lnz  if  Erj^.A 
H'.*  w:*s  a  J  i-.neer  at  L-.Krkj-.r:.  ^v^z^rj.  f.  .}i:.xy.  ix  Justice  of 'Jif 
jitricc  a:.:  r.'.erchant :  a:,  i  is  now  a  rc^i.iji.:  •::'  L  <k7»:r.  I*- no-s. 

I7i>l.  with  hi?  v.l:'-  a:. :  seven  chll  :rc:..  II ;  v.a^  -J.^-n  lut  27  veaa 
oid.  Re  main:  r..'  i:.  E!>' ::if*ci  i  u:-t.l  1S13.  he  re::.>vcd  w.tn  a* 
laa^ilv  to  the  town  i.f  Htiirlvtta.  -.^he.".  ?-i:::.e:.-vLt  h^i  :. u;  nrr.  ojb- 
rnencei,  ar.i  where  he  hii  l-ee:.  pre::--ri  fv..  .-  three  yei.'i  iy 
some  of  his  so:.?.  He  di».-i  in  tr.e  t  w:*  o:  G^it'.-s.  i:.  ivj*}.  acrdCi 
vears.     At  the  time  *\i  his  d-ath  he  hi:  "..■.; :.t.    i-j  c:.w:rcn  •" 
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daughters  are  now  living.  The  mother  dieil  in  Randolph,  Cattara- 
gus  county,  in  18^40,  aged  78  years :  the  eldest  son  at  Council  Bluff, 
on  his  way  to  Oregon,  in  1810.  The  histor}*  of  this  family  furnishes 
a  remarkable  instance  of  tlie  spirit  of  enterprise  and  adventure  in- 
herited by  the  descendants  of  the  early  pioneers  of  the  Genesee 
Cuuntrv.  Kesidinii  in  one  town,  in  1813,  in  1812  the  sons  and 
daughters  were  residents  of  five  different  States.  Nine  of  them 
are  now  living ;  James  S|)erry,  in  Henrietta,  a  well  known  surveyor, 
a  lid  a  local  agent  of  the  Wads  worth  estate  ;  Moses  Sjierr}',  the 
present  Surrogate  of  Monroe ;  Calvin  S|>err)',  in  Gates,  Monroe 
county;  Charles  Sperry  in  Quincy,  Illinois;  George  Spenry  in 
Trumbull  county  Ohio.  A  sister  resides  in  Cattaragus  county ; 
another  in  Akron,  Ohio ;  another  in  Missouri ;  another  in  Gates, 
Monroe  countv. 

Mr  James  Sperry  having  kindly  furnished  the  author  with  some 
interesting  pioneer  reminiscences,  they  are  inserted  in  the  form 
adooted  in  other  instances. 


REMINISCENCES  OF  JAMES  SPERRY. 


Among  the  trials  of  the  first  stntlors  thon?  wore  none  more  irrilatinu:  tlian 

tLr  di^trui'tion  of  8h«vj»  and  swine  by  the  wolves  and  U*ars.     Ofti-n  wlwle 

&Ak>  of  >htfp  wouM  U*  slaiii:liten»<l  intheni^ht  bytliew<»h>^     This  ha] >- 

jM>^i  f«»  fn**iui'ntlv  that  th***^'  who  Jetemiimil  to  i»re><.-net]ieir  >lie»-i\  made 

piii»«>r  yanK  so  hijjh  and  tiirht  riiat  a  wiih*  coiiM  not  p.-t  o\fr  or  tlm^iigh 

tbnrL     If  li*ftout  bv  aixi'lent  or  ^'an-l^ssmss,  th»*v  wen*;dm«»>t  sure  l'>  In- at 

tacked.     Tlie   Mat«\   omnty  and  town,  otli-n*i  l»ounties   in  the  apjT'Lrtite, 

infK«ntin£r  t«»  i20 fi»r  eaeh  wolf  svilp.     Asdiel  Spragiie caught Ui\  in  BI«h-»iu- 

i?i»L  wkii-h  hail  the  «^tf«'*t  to  pMty  miuli  stop  their  ravaiji-s  in  that  ijuarier. 

hvM^  j»n*ye.l   11 1  ton  the  Ik^itv  that  fn>m  neci-sKity  the  new  settlers  wrre 

<•  i^*"!   to  let  nin   in  tlie  wooils  for  sha<'k.      AlK>ut  two  years  after  we 

nme  ti»  Blivimtii-M,  when  our  nt-an^t  nt^ijj:hlK>r  wa>  a  mile  fr»»ui  my  father's 

b'liB*',  one  dark  eveiiinir  in  OetoN.r,  whvn  we  were  all  sitting  an.>imd  the 

taU^  l^airinjr  pumjikin-*  ti>dr\\  (and  to  make  apph  s^ittre,)  we  were  suddenly 

tvt^i  by  a  l«Mid  Sijueid  fn»m  th«*  m«»tlier  «»f  the  gnrnters,  who  with  her  pn>- 

p»y,  wort  roting  in  a  hollow  hv  in  t)ie  woihIs.     My  father  having  no  am- 

nunitii.'n  for  hi>  oM  Freneh  pm.  seized  an  axe,  an«l  wt-nt  to  the  rexnn-,  un- 

fei-rxl  by  the  r»Mnon^tranoi>of  ray  mother.     The  bear  fle<l  at  his  apj»ro:u*li, 

teh:i.l  soinjuretl  th-  iio^  rhit  my  t;it!:er  kilKd  her  and  dracrir^**!  in  the  caix:u««. 

It  wx'i  not  unoimmon   tor  lovs  to  s«'e   l»earswhi*n  after  the  oi>ws.  Imt  I 

Uiak  ni»  1410  of  the  early  s«ntlers  rtvvivi*il  any  injur}*  fp»m  tht-m,  unKss  iLoy 

W  first  U«i  wound*.-!.     One  of  the  Coddings  in"  Bk>omficld,  came  pretty 
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near  Laving  a  clinch  with  one,  while  in  the  woods  splitting  rafls.  Stoopoe 
down  tu  ]>ick  up  his  axe  to  cut  a  sliver,  he  turned  around  and  found  hinidf 
confronted  by  a  bear  stan^linp  upon  its  hind  legs  with  fore  paws  extended,  to 
give  him  a  hug.  He  declined  the  offer,  struck  the  bear  in  the  head  with  the 
axe,  but  luaking  a  glancing  stnike,  failed  to  penetrate  the  skull.  The  W 
fled,  bearing  oft'  the  juxe,  which  wjis  heUl  by  the  wounded  skin  and  flesh. 

Asahel  8]>rague  sliot  one  efioctunlly  in  the  night,  while  he  had  hold  of  one 
of  his  hogs  in  the  fattening  |>on.  James  Parker  drove  one  out  of  his  com  firld 
iu  the  day  time,  fallowed  cKtse  upon  his  heels,  and  broke  his  back  withi 
liand-spike  ju^  he  wit*  getting  over  the  fence.  The  second  year  of  our  resklenoe 
in  Bloonitield,  one  day  when  my  father  had  gone  to  training,  a  bear  cmat 
within  six  or  eight  rcnls  of  the  house  and  caught  a  hog.  My  mother  Mid 
eldest  sister  frightenetl  him  from  his  ]>rey.  So  much  tor  bear  storiesi  ad 
enough  ]>erha|>s,    though  I  could  tell  a  dozen  more  of  them. 

Among  the  ]>leasures  of  Pi<meer  life,  there  wsis  nothing  I  naed  to  CBJoy 
more  than  to  see  the  flm'ks  of  deer  bounding  over  the  openings  when  «i 
were  out  for  the  cnws.  or  w  henever  we  went  a  little  way  from  the  cleinB|^ 
Many  enjoyed  the  s]>ort  of  hunting  theiu,  aitd  some  were  sueceaaliil  enovg^ 
to  make  the  s]>ort  profitable  ;  killeil  enough  to  supply  themselves  and  their 
neisrhbors  witli  meat,  and  thems<»lves  witli  breeches  from  the  dressed  akin 
By  the  way,  I  would  n-mark  here,  tliat  at  th<it  early  day,  the  openings  aboit 
Bloomfield  wen.»  so  clear  of  tri*es  and  bushes,  that  in  many  places  deer  would 
be  seen  fn>m  a  half  to  three  quarters  of  a  mile  ofl".  The  openings  wm 
bunie<l  over  every  spiing,  and  ever}*  Si^jisfin  they  wuuld  bfe  green  with  the 
tender  "  bont  glass,"  whicli  made  good  feed  for  the  cattle  and  deer.  In  i 
few  years,  Imwevcr,  iinprovementw  w<jre  so  extended  that  the  inhabitnto 
ceased  firing  the  ojienings,  and  sch^u  they  Wgan  to  ltd  covered  with  oak  Mid 
hick<.»ry  bushes.  1  know  v(  two  localities  where  the  ground  was  free  froM 
trees  or  bushes  fifty  years  agi»,  that  would  pro<luco  as  many  cords  of  wood 
now  ]>er  acre,  as  the  heaviest  timl»ered  native  forests. 

Although  the  ]>rivati<.>ns  of  the  flrst  settlers  were  numerous  and  bard  to 
bcfir,  havuig  often  to  go  without  meat  and  sometimcis  bread  ;  obliged  to p> 
on  hursirback  to  mill,  often  fifte<.'n  and  twenty  miles  ;  to  go  with  poor  Am 
and  moivasinsin  the  winter,  and  baref<.»ot  in  the  summer;  yet,  notwithstand- 
ing all  this,  to  their  praise  Ik?  it  re<-ortle<l,  they  showed  a  considerable  leal  ii 
the  sujjport  of  schools  for  their  chiMren.  When  our  family  arrived  a 
March,  1704,  there  was  a  school  in  the  north  east  comer  of  the  town,  actf 
the  residence  of  the  Adams  and  Nortons,  kept  by  Ijiura  Adams^  Four  of 
the  old(*st  of  our  family  entere<l  the  school  as  soou  as  we  arrived.  Uemii 
Norton  and  Lot  Rue,  who  afterwanls  "  went  through  college,"  were  mHD" 
bersof  thL«  school  The  next  sj)ring,  a  seven  by  ten  log  schotd  house  w» 
built  about  one  and  a  half  mihs  sinuth  west  of  the  ivutre,  where  a  sobool 
was  kept  by  L<.>vis;i  Vo^u  who  aft«rwanls  married  William  H.  Bush,  sbJ 
remove^l  to  Batavia.  *     During  the  summer  of  *95  and  '6,  Ik-tsey  Spnfiue 

•The  wife  «»f  the  autbi>r  is  a  dauL'hter  «)f  hi.-*.  After  leavinjur  JUtMnufioltl  iu  l^ 
he  buih  mills  at  a  i>laco  whieh  tiMik  his  iiHme.  <»n  the  Tonawami'a  Cnik,  thnv  mil** 
west  of  Hatavia.  lie  tia«  a  ri<mi*<»r  nf  HI(H>nitU'l«i.  and  also  ujMm  the  Hiilbiul Pur- 
chase. He  rarfii*<l  ihe  firnt  [•ounii  of  woc»l  by  machinery;  dri^fwdi  the  liist  [.iecf  *■' 
rioth,  and  made  the  fin»t  ream  of  paper  west*  of  Culadonia.  lie  tsliil  wir^jvcis  in  ihe 
i6th  year  of  his  age. 
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T:!i^  venerable  Deacon  Stephen  Dudley,  who  >e!!ied  in  BioomfieU 
i,^  I'.iilv  as  1709.  stiil  survive?.     In  ihe  summer  of  1S4S  he  infonui 

m 

:::.•  .iu!li«»r  that  there  were  then  less  than  twer.Tv  fiers<»n5  liviof  ii 
\\  .»..iijfjcM.  who  were  adults  when  he  can,i/  there.  He  ako  inibro 
rd  tlio  author,  that  Gen.  Feiiows  l-uil:  the  fir-t  framed  bam  we*!  •:■:' 
i\in:indai:nia :  and  as  an  instance  of  the  value  of  lands  in  aL  e^ 

Jav.  he  related  an  anecdote  :  —  Gen.  Fellows  had  no  buildioes^oc 

■  "    ■ 

on  the  p^ad,  on  his  larje  tract,  but  an  acre  of  jar.d  on  a  !o!  adv<s- 
inc  was  desirable  for  that  j'ur;"<>se.  Pro;''^'>i:;g  to  buy  it,  h*  astM* 
ihe  owner  his  price,  who  replied: — "I  declare.  Goncrai,  if yoc 
take  an  acre  richt  out  of  mv  farm.  I  think  vou  should  tr.ve  me  «^ 
much  2LS  fifty  cents  f^jr  it." 

In  1798  a  second  reliffious  society  was  CTzanized  in  Blix-m&ld- 
called  the  "Xorth  Confiregational  Sr<^iety."*  T:;e  first  trus&e? 
were :  — Jared  Bouchton.  Jr»seiih  Brace,  and  Thomas  Hawiev. 


MIC.VH  ER'X.K-?. 


Micah  Bro-:)!!?,  was  a  son  ol  D.'^.vi  i  Brooks.  A.  M..  of  Chefri::* 
Conn.     The  father  was  a  graduate  of  Yale  College.     He  hrion?*^    j 
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to  the  first  quota  of  men  furnished  by  the  town  of  Cheshire ;  en- 
tering the  service  first  as  a  private  soldier,  but  soon  becoming  the 
quarter  roaster  of  his  regiment.  He  was  a  member  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  Connecticut,  at  the  period  of  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne, 
and  a  delegate  to  the  State  Convention  that  adopted  the  U.  S.  con- 
stitution at  Hartford.  After  his  first  military  service,  he  alternated 
in  discharging  the  duties  of  a  minister  and  then  of  a  soldier  —  going 
out  in  cases  of  exigency  with  his  shouldered  musket ;  especially  at 
the  burning  of  Danbury  and  the  attack  upon  New  Haven.  After 
the  Revolution,  he  retired  to  his  farm  in  Cheshire,  where  he  died  in 
1802. 

Micah  Brooks,  in  1796,  having  just  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  set  out  from  his  father's  house  to  visit  the  new  region,  the 
fame  of  which  was  then  spreading  throughout  New  England.  Af- 
ter a  pretty  thorough  exploration  of  western  New  York,  he  returned 
to  Whitestown,  and  visited  the  country  again  in  the  fall  of  1797,  stop- 
ping at  Bloomfield  and  engaging  as  a  school  teacher ;  helping  to  build 
his  own  log  school  house.  [CP  See  renruniscences  of  Mr.  James 
Sperry.  Returning  to  Cheshire,  he  spent  a  part  of  a  summer  in 
studying  surveying  with  Professor  Meigs,  with  the  design  ot  enter- 
ing into  the  service  of  the  Holland  Company.  In  the  fall  of  '98, 
he  returned,  and  passing  Bloomfield,  extended  his  travels  to  the  Falls 
of  Niagara  on  foot,  pursuing  the  old  Niagara  trail ;  meeting  with 
none  of  his  race,  except  travellers,  and  Poudry,  at  Tonawanda,  with 
whom  and  his  Squaw  wife,  he  remained  over  night.  After  visiting 
the  Falls  —  seeing  for  himself  the  wonder  of  which  he  had  read  so 
imperfect  descriptions  in  New  England  school  books,  he  went  up 
the  Canada  side  to  Fort  Erie,  crossing  the  river  at  Black  Rock. 
The  author  gives  a  graphic  account  of  his  morning' s  walk  from 
Black  Rock  to  where  Buffalo  now  is,  in  his  own  language,  as  he  is 
quite  confident  he  could  not  improve  it :  —  "  It  was  a  bright,  clear 
morning  in  November.  In  my  lonely  walk  along  the  bank  of  the 
Lake,  I  looked  out  upon  its  vast  expanse  of  water,  that  unstirred 
by  the  wind,  was  as  transparent  as  a  sea  of  glass.  There  was  no 
marks  of  civilization  upon  its  shores,  no  American  sail  to  float 
upon  its  surface.  Standing  to  contemplate  the  scene,  —  here,  I  re- 
flected, the  goodness  of  a  Supreme  Being  has  prepared  a  new  crea- 
tion, ready  to  be  occupied  by  the  people  of  his  choice.  At  what 
period  will  the  shores  of  this  beautiful  Lake  be  adorned  with  dweU 
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lings  and  all  the  appointments  of  cirilized  life,  as  now  seen  upocv 
shores  of  the  Atlantic  ?  I  began  to  tax  mv  mathematical  pcnrenli 
see  when  the  east  would  become  so  orerstocked  with  pcpvliziat. 
as  to  be  enabled  to  furnish  a  snrplos  to  fill  op  the  nnoccupteJ  5pMi 
between  me  and  mv  New  England  friends.  It  was  a  hard  gnr^ai 
to  solve ;  and  I  concluded  if  mv  New  Endand  friends  ooold  at 
me.  a  solitary  wanderer,  upon  the  shores  of  a  far  off  western  Laie. 
indulging  in  such  wild  speculations,  they  would  advise  me  to  recxi 
and  leave  such  questions  to  future  generations.  Bat  I  haw  fi&n 
thought  that  I  had  then,  a  presentiment  of  ^part  of  what  iaMt' 
century  has  accomplished."  Walking  on  to  the  rude  log  uven  tf 
Palmer,  which  was  one  of  the  then,  but  two  or  three  habitationa  a 
all  the  present  sice  of  Buffalo,  he  added  to  his  stock  of  hn^i  mi 
cheese,  and  struck  off  again  into  the  wilderness,  on  the  Indian  ftal 
—  slept  one  night  in  the  surveyor's  camp  of  James  SnaedfeT.  mi 
after  getting  lost  in  the  dense  dark  woods  where  Batnvia  now  n, 
reached  the  transit  line,  where  Mr.  Ellicott's  hands  were 
erecting  their  primitive  log  st^we  house. 

Renewing  his  school  teaching  in  BtoomfieM.  in  *99,  he 
the  farm  where  he  resided  for  many  years.     It  was  at  n  poioi  if 
land  speculation,  asd  inflation  of  prices.  ar.i  he  f<nid  the  hick 
of  $6  per  acre.     Boarding  at  Deacon  Broii*?n*s  —  workics 
two  days  in  the  week  for  his  board,  and  for  others  during  hajiv 
and  harvesting,  he  commenced  a  small  improvement. 

Returning  to  Conneciicut,  he  kept  a  school  for  the  winter,  md  ii 
the  spring  came  out  with  some  building  materials :  hui}d:n£  a  loal 
framed  house  in  the  course  of  the  season.  In  ISCl  he  bronchi  «tf 
two  sisters  as  house  keepers,  one  oi  whom  &3  h:i>  been  s-tated.  ke^ 

came  the  wife  of  Co!.  Asher  Saxton,  and  the  "VJier C 

settler  in  Gorham.  In  IS02  he  married  the  daughter  of 
Abel  Hall  of  Lyme,  Conn.,  a  sister  of  Mrs.  Gark  Peck  of 
field. 

He  became  a  prominent,  public   spirited,  and  useful 
Receiving  in  one  of  the  eariies:  vears  of  hi?  ro^iierce  in  tbe 
cou::trv.  a  nJliiarv  con*.mi55?ior..  he  T'assed  ihrou^.  the  •i:5erps:f?a" 
daiions  to  that  •>?  Ma ^or  General.     Ap^nte-i  !■:•  :.^e  '^ffioeof  ' 
nf  ihe  peace  in  1S06.  be  was  an  assistant  justice  of  the 
courts  in   ISOS.  and  was  the  same  vear  elected  to  t.be  LesrwJtBt 
frxxn  Ontario  coantv.    In  ISOO,  he  was  an  associate  coiiiiniirw*^ 
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vith  Hugh  McNair  and  Mathew  Wamer,  to  lay  out  $i  road  from 
Canandaigua  to  Olean  ;  and  another  from  Hornellsville  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Genesee  River.  In  the  war  of  1812,  he  was  out  on  the 
frontier  in  two  campaigns,  serving  with  the  rank  of  Colonel.  In 
1814  was  elected  to  Congress.  He  was  a  member  of  the  State 
Convention  in  1822,  and  a  Presidential  £lector  in  1824.^  He  was 
for  twenty  years  a  Judge  of  the  Ontario  county  courts. 

In  1823,  he  purchased  in  connection  with  Jellis  Clute  and  John 
B.  Gibson,  of  Mary  Jemison,  commonly  called  the  White  Woman, 
the  Gardeau  tract  on  the  Genesee  River.  Selecting  a  fine  portion 
of  it  for  a  large  farm  and  residence,  on  the  road  from  Mount  Mor- 
ris to  Nunda,  he  removed  to  it  soon  after  the  purchase.  The  small 
Tillage  and  place  of  his  residence  is  called  "  Brook's  Grove. " 

Gen.  Brooks  is  now  75  years  of  age,  retaining  his  mental  facul- 
ties unimpaired ;  as  an  evidence  that  his  physical  constitution  holds 
oat  well,  after  a  long  life  of  toil  and  enterprise,  it  may  be  remarked 
that  in  the  most  inclement  month  of  the  last  winter,  he  made  a  jour- 
ney to  New  England  and  the  city  of  New  York.  His  present  wife 
was  a  sister  of  the  first  wife  of  Frederick  Smith,  Esq.  of  Palmyra, 
and  of  the  second  wife  of  Gen.  Mills,  of  Mount  Morris.  His  sons 
•re  Lorenzo  H.  Brooks,  of  Canadea,  and  Micah  W.  Brooks,  residing 
at  the  homestead.  A  daughter  is  the  wife  of  Henry  O'Rielly  Esq., 
formerly  the  editor  of  the  Rochester  Daily  Advertiser,  and  P.  M. 
(rf*  Rochester ;  now  a  resident  of  New  York,  widely  known  as  the 
enterprising  proprietor  of  thousands  of  miles  of  Telegraph  lines  in 
difierent  States  of  the  Union ;  another,  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  George 
EOwanger,  one  of  the  enterprising  proprietors  of  Mount  Hope  Gar- 
den and  Nursery ;  another  the  wife  of  Theodore  F.  Hall,  formerly 
of  Rochester,  now  of  Brook's  Grove.  He  has  two  unmarried 
daughters,  one  of  whom  is  a  well  educated  mute,  and  is  now  a 
teacher  in  the  deaf  and  dumb  institution  at  Hartford,  Conn. 

The  history  of  Micah  Brooks  furnishes  a  remarkable  instance  of 
a  man  well  educated,  and  yet  unschooled.  The  successful  teacher, 
the  competent  Justice  and  Judge  —  as  a  member  of  our  State  and 
National  councils,  the  drafter  of  bills  and  competent  debater  —  the 
author  of  able  essays  upon  internal  improvements,  and  other  sub- 
jects —  even  now  in  his  old  age,  a  vigorous  writer,  and  a  frequent 
contributor  to  the  public  press :  —  never  enjoyed,  in  all,  a  twelve 
months  of  school  tuition !    The  small  library  of  his  fatheri  a  good 
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native  intellect,  iutercoorse  with  the  world,  a  laudable  ambition  and 
self  reliance,  supplied  the  rest. 

The  oricinal  purchasers  of  that  part  of  the  old  town  of  Bloom- 
fii'lii,  which  is  now  the  town  of  West  Bloomfield,  (or  10,560  acrescf 
it,)  were  Robert  Taft,  Amos  Hall,  Nathan  Marvin  and  Ebenem 
Curtis.  All  of  these,  it  is  presumed,  became  settlers  in  1789,  '90; 
as  was  also  Jasper  P.  Sears,  Peregrine  Gardner,  Samuel  Miller, 
John  Algur,  Sylvanus  Thayer. 

Amos  Hall  was  from  Guilford,  Conn.  He  was  connected  with 
the  earliest  military  organizations,  as  a  commissioned  officer,  and 
rose  to  the  rank  of  Major  General,  succeeding  William  Wadsworth. 
At  one  period  during  the  war  of  1812,  he  was  the  coromander-in- 
clfief  upon  the  Niagara  frontier.  He  also  held  several  civil  offices; 
and  in  all  early  years  was  a  prominent  and  useful  citizen.  He  died 
in  1827,  aged  GO  years.  The  surviving  sons  are :  —  David  S.  Hall, 
merchant,  Geneva ;  Thomas  Hall,  superintendant  of  Rochester  and 
Syracuse  R.  Road ;  Morris  Hall,  Cass  county  Michigan ;  Hemu 
Hall,  a  resident  of  Pennsylvania.  An  only  daughter  became  the 
wife  of  Josiah  Wendle,  of  Bloomficld. 

Gen.  Hall  was  the  deputy  Marshall,  and  took  the  U.  S.cenansin 
Ontario  coutity,  in  1790,  in  July  and  August,  it  is  presumed.  His 
roll  has  been  preserved  by  the  family,  and  will  be  foimd  in  the  Ap* 
pendix,  (No.  9.) 


HONEO YE — PITTSTO WX  —  NOW  RICHMOND. 


In  April,  1767,  three  young  men,  Gideon  Pitts,  James  Goodwin, 
and  Asa  Simmons  left  their  native  place,  (Dighton,  Mass.,)to  seeks 
new  home  in  the  wilderness.  They  came  up  the  Susquehaonab 
and  located  at  Newto^vn,  now  Elmira.  Here,  uniting  with  other 
adventurers  they  erected  the  first  white  man's  habitation  upon  the 
site  of  the  present  village ;  and  during  the  summer  and  fall  planted 
and  raised  Indian  corn.  Returning  to  Dighton,  their  favorable  rep- 
resentations of  the  country  induced  the  organization  of  the  "  Dighton 
Company"  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  a  large  tract  as  soon  as 
Phelps  and  Gorham  had  perfected  their  title.  To  be  in  season,  Cal- 
vin Jacobs  was  deputed  to  attend  the  treaty  with  Gideon  Pitts,  and 
select  the  tract.    As  soon  as  the  townships  were  surveyed,  the  com- 
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pany  purchased  46,080  acres  of  the  land  embraced  in  Townships  9 
in  the  3d,  4th,  and  5th  Ranges :  being  most  of  what  was  after- 
wards embraced  in  the  towns  of  Richmond,  Bristol,  and  the  fraction 
of  number  nine,  on  the  west  side  of  Canandaigua  lake.  The  title 
was  taken  for  the  company,  in  the  name  of  Calvin  Jacobs  and 
John  Smith. 

In  1789,  Capt.  Peter  Pitts,  his  son  William,  Dea.  George  Codding, 
and  his  son  George,  Calvin  Jacobs,  and  John  Smith,  came  via  the 
Susquehannah  route  to  the  new  purchase,  and  surveyed  what  is  now 
the  town  of  Richmond  and  Bristol.  One  of  the  party,  (the  Rev. 
John  Smith,)  on  their  arrival  at  Canandaigua,  preached  the  first 
sennon  there,  and  first  in  all  the  Genesee  country,  save  those 
preached  by  Indian  missionaries,  by  the  chaplain  at  Fort  Niagara 
and  at  Brant's  Indian  church  at  Lewiston.  The  lands  having  been 
divided  by  lottery,  Capt.  Pitts  drew  for  his  share,  3000  acres,  at 
the  foot  of  HoneJoye  lake,  embracing  the  flats,  and  a  cleared  field 
which  had  been  the  site  of  an  Indian  village  destroyed  by  Sullivan's 
army. 

In  the  spring  of  1790,  Gideon  and  William  Pitts  commenced  the 
improvement  of  this  tract.  Coming  in  with  a  four  ox  team,  they 
managed  to  make  a  shelter  for  themselves  with  the  boards  of  their 
sled,  ploughed  up  a  few  acres  of  open  flats,  and  planted  some  spring 
crops,  from  which  they  got  a  good  yield,  preparatory  to  the  coming 
in  of  the  remainder  of  the  family.  Withal,  fattening  some  hogs 
that  William  had  procured  in  Cayuga  county,  driving  them  in,  and 
carrying  his  own,  and  their  provisions  upon  his  back.  Capt.  Peter 
Pitts,  started  with  the  family  in  October,  in  company  with  John 
Codding  and  family.  They  came  from  Taunton  River  in  a  char- 
tered  vessel,  as  far  as  Albany,  and  from  Schenectady  by  water, 
landing  at  Geneva.  The  tediousness  of  the  journey,  may  be  judged 
from  the  fact  that  starting  from  Dighton  on  the  11th  of  October 
they  did  not  arrive  at  Pitt's  flats  until  the  2d  day  of  December. 
A  comfortable  log  house  had  been  provided  by  Gideon  and  William. 
The  family  consisted  of  the  old  gentleman,  his  wife,  and  ten  children 
besides  hired  help.  For  three  years  they  constituted  the  only  family 
in  town ;  their  neighbors,  the  Wadsworths  at  Big  Tree,  Capt.  Taft 
in  West  Bloomfield,  and  the  Coddings  and  Goodings,  in  Bristol. 

The  House  of  this  early  family  being  on  the  Indian  trail  from 
Canandaigua  toGrenesee  river  —  which  constituted  the  early  trav- 
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dkd  road  for  the  white  •ettlen—'^Capt  Pitti"  mod  "Hmfhli' 
had  a  wide  notoriety  in  all  primitire  daji.  It  was  the  ^ta/fa% 
place  cS  the  Wadsworths  and  Jones,  of  Thomas  Moms  aad  k 
fact  (rf*  all  of  the  eariy  prominent  Pioneeis  of  that  itffOfL  ham 
Phillipe,  when  from  a  wanderer  in  the  backwoods  of  AflDerieiw  he  hii 
become  the  occupant  of  a  throne,  remembered  that  he  had  fpasfta 
night  in  the  homUe  log  boose  of  Capt  Pitts.  The  Duke  LiaBCOSl 
strolling  every  where  through  this  region,  in  1705,  with  his  e«a- 
panionswent  from  Canandaigoa  to  make  the  patriarchof  the  hack- 
woods  a  vifit* 

The  Indians  upon  their  traiL  camping  and  hontiiig  upaa^UkdH 
grounds,  the  flats,  and  the  up  lands  around  the  Hooeoye  Lahi 
were  the  almost  constant  neighbon  of  CapL  Pitts,  in  the  cafiirt 
years.  Generally  they  were  peaceable  and  well  disposed ;  a  pH^ 
of  them  however,  most  of  whom  were  intoxicated,  on  their 
the  Pickering  treaty  at  Canandaigua  in  17M,  attacked  the 
of  the  family  who  refused  them  liquor,  and  CapL  Pitts;  his 
and  hired  men,  coming  to  the  rescue,  a  severe  conflict 
The  assailed  attacking  the  assailants  with  clubs,  shovels  and 
soon  vanquished  them  though  peace  was  not  restored,  atl 
atio  Jones,  fortunately  arriving  on  bis  way  to  the  treaty,  ii 

The  first  training  in  the  Genesee  country  was  hekl  at 
Pitt's  house  ;  a  militia  company,  commanded  by  Captain 
Wadsworth ;  and  Pitt's  Flats  was  for  many  years  a  trainii 

Captain  Peter  Rtts  died  in  1812,  aged  74  years.  His 
Gideon,  who  was  several  times  a  member  of  the  Legislature;  mi 
a  delegate  to  the  state  convention  in  1822,  died  in  1829  aged  fl 
years.  The  only  survivors  of  the  sons  and  daughters  ef  Dfl 
Pitts,  are,  Peter  Pitts,  and  Mrs.  Blackmer.    A  son,  Samuel  Fiii, 

*TfaeIhi1u^bM  mdemrecofd  of  it:  — "  Weaef  oat  viih  BUcxmi  tovwt«< 
beJoDgise  to  one  Mr.  Pht,  of  vkich  we  had  htmrd  mock  tadk  tluvn^  the 
On  our  unral  we  foond  the  bcm-^e  emvded  wish  PreibTteriBitf :  hs  vmnet 
to  a  iK««T.  t€<ij'iw  haFUu^Qc;  dfr]iTiT«d  bj  a  mmietA'  vitli  wdi  Tioluioe  of 
that  he  appeared  all  orer  in  a  pervpiiaaMD."  [It  vas  the  Rer.  Z^ack  Hi^]  *Vr 
fvand  it  tcrr  difficrzlt  to  olitaui  9oid*t  oxt<>  firour  hones  and  a  ievhairT  n        '  '     ^ 
dnmer."    The  Dnkehovercr  admired  the  fine  hetd  of  carttle :  and  whk 
gallantn-.  add.',  thai "  a  vievr  of  th«  Laadaome  married  and  nti married  vc 
mw  attcvdinz  the  mcetiuflr.  **  was  erm  more  delcrtable  to  oor  anmea  than  tht 
nnml  Ktsterr*'  Ker.  Zad'^lf  Himn.  vbo  «w  not  lo  ftiita&ate  as  a  part  of  his 
ia  ialljnz  into  thf  e^Mud  rraceii  of  the  Duke.  Mn.  Blackman.  a  forriTij 
CapiL  Pitti.iiiT»: — "  vasan  old  man  then.    Ha  held  BMciiaj^  at  mr 
a&  «arlT  ad  *»,  comin;;  at  Aat«d  timea    lie  also  held  mtieaagi  in  CT 
Priitiill"    She  diilFTi  vith  the  Doke—  ■▼■  tbej  "  owd  to  faavvfood 
hacur  onet  than  wc  dot 
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was  an  early  and  prominent  citizen  of  Livonia.  The  descendants 
of  Capt.  Pitts  are  numerous.  Levi  Blackmer  settled  in  Pittstown 
in  '95,  is  still  alive,  aged  78  years,  his  wife,  (the  daughter  of  Capt. 
Pitts,)  aged  72.  In  the  summer  of  1848,  the  boy  who  had  driven 
an  ox-team  to  the  Genesee  country,  in  1795,  was  at  work  on  the 
highway. 

The  Duke  Liancourt,  said  that  Capt.  Pitts  had  to  "  go  to  mill  with 
a  sled,  twelve  miles  " ;  this  was  to  Norton's  Mills.  In  '98,  Thomas 
.Vf orris  built  a  grist  and  saw  mill  on  the  outlet  of  Hemlock  Lake,  and 
in  1802  Oliver  Phelps  built  a  grist  mill  on  Mill  Creek. 

In  '95,  Drs.  Lemuel  and  Cyrus  Chipman,  from  Paulet,  Vermont, 
and  their  brother-in-law,  Philip  Reed,  came  into  Pittstown,  with 
their  families.  They  came  all  the  way  by  sleighing,  with  horse  and 
ox  teams.  The  teams  were  driven  by  Levi  Blackmer,  Pierce 
C3iamberlain,  Asa  Dennison,  and  Isaac  Adams,  all  of  whom  became 
residents  of  the  town.     They  were  eighteen  days  on  the  road. 

Lemuel  Chipman  had  been  a  surgeon  in  the  army  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. He  was  one  of  a  numerous  family  of  that  name  in  Vermont, 
a  brother  of  the  well  known  lawyer,  and  law  professor  in  Middle- 
bury  College.  In  all  early  years  he  was  a  prominent,  public  spirited 
and  useful  helper  in  the  new  settlements ;  one  of  the  best  specimens 
of  that  strong.minded,  energetic  race  of  men  that  were  the  founders 
of  settlement  and  civil  institutions  in  the  Genesee  country.  He  was 
an  early  member  of  the  Legislature,  and  a  judge  of  the  courts  of 
Ontario  county ;  was  twice  elector  of  President  and  Vice  President ; 
and  was  a  State  Senator.  Soon  after  1800,  he  purchased,  in  con- 
nection with  Oliver  Phelps,  the  town  of  Sheldon,  in  Wyoming 
opanty,  and  the  town  was  settled  pretty  much  under  his.  auspices. 
He  removed  to  that  town  in  1828,  where  he  died  at  an  advanced 
age.  His  sons  were  Lemuel  Chipman  of  Sheldon,  deceased,  father 
of  Mrs.  Guy  H.  Salisbury  of  Buffalo ;  Fitch  Chipman  of  Sheldon ; 
and  Samuel  Chipman  of  Rochester,  the  well  known  pioneer  in  the 
temperance  movement — ^now  the  editor  of  the  Star  of  Temperance. 
A  daughter  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  Cyrus  Wells  of  Oakland  county, 
Michigan,  and  another  the  wife  of  Dr.  E.  W.  Cheney,  of  Canan- 
dfugua. 

Dr.  Cyfrus  Chipman  emigrated  at  an  early  period  to  Pontiac, 

Michigan,  where  he  was  a  Pioneer,  and  where  his  descendants 

principally  reside. 

18 
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In  the  year  1796,  Roswell  Turner  came  from  Dcnset,  Yennatf, 
took  land  on  the  outlet  of  Hemlock  Lake,  cleared  a  few  acres,  bnik 
a  log  house,  and  in  the  following  winter  moved  on  his  £Eunily,  ind 
his  father  and  mother.  The  family  had  previously  emigrated  fron 
Connecticut  to  Vermont.  After  a  long  and  tedious  jooroey,  wi4 
jaded  horses,  they  arrived  at  Cayuga  Lake,  where  they  were  des- 
tined to  encounter  a  climax  of  hardship  and  endurance.  CroaoDg 
upon  the  ice  on  horseback,  a  patt  of  the  family,  the  Piooeer,  his 
mother  and  two  small  children,  broke  through  in  a  coU  day,  and 
were  with  difficulty  saved  from  drowning  by  the  help  of  those  viw 
came  to  their  rescue  from  the  shore.  Arrived  at  their  new  hone. 
sickness  soon  added  to  their  afflictions,  and  two  deaths  occurred  in 
the  family  the  fkst  year.  The  residence  of  the  family  was  changed 
in  a  year  or  two  to  the  neighborhood  of  Allen's  Hill,  where  thej 
remained  until  1604,  and  then,  as  if  they  had  not  seen  enoiigb  d 
ihe  hardships  of  Pioneer  life,  pushed  on  to  the  Holland  Pmdiig^ 
into  the  dark  hemlock  woods  of  the  west  part  of  Wyoming^  Ae 
I'ioneer  making  his  own  road,  west  of  Warsaw,  thirteen  miki; 
he  and  hid  family  being  the  first  that  settled  in  all  the  r^oo  weit 
f>f  Warsaw,  south  of  Attica  and  the  old  Buffalo  road,  and  eailtf 
llaniburtrh:  —  pages  could  be  filled  with  the  details  of  the  haid- 
•^hips  of  the  first  lonely  winter,  its  deep  snows,  the  breaking  of 
roads  out  to  Wadsworth's  Flals,  and  digging  com  from  under  ibe 
snow  t(»  save  a  famishing  stock  of  cattle  too  weak  to  subsist  opoB 
hrousCt  and  other  incidents  which  would  show  the  most  raged 
features  of  backwoods  life ;  but  it  is  out  of  the  present  beat.  Rff- 
wcll  Turner  died  in  1609.  His  sons  were,  the  late  Judge  Horace 
S.  Tumex  of  Sheldon ;  the  author  of  this  work ;  and  a  yoooger 
brother.  Chipmaii  Pheljis  Turner  of  Aurora,  Erie  county.  Dnp^ 
ters  —  Mrs.  Famum  of  Bennington;  Mrs.  Sanders  of  Aaron ^ 
:ind  the  first  wife  of  Plinv  Sexton,  of  Palmvra. 


liTTSTOWN  — REMIXlJiCEXCES  OF  MRS.  FARXClt 


I  dtuiuilNr  \»ry  ^•H,  tluit  \\\wii  «'july  iK'atli*^  ixvum^l  in  our  fkmihrt  ^ 
^-aiHUn**!  Ih  will  Is  o.uM  U*  «>l»t:iint>«l  for  eotfiiLS,  sliurt^uf  taking  dewnaptfti- 
tinn  <»f  our  loir-li4iiis4%  Till*  s^-t-iinJ  wiiittT,  my:^lf.  a  Hster.  and  young  bfo* 
thcr,  Wi'Ul  t<»  si-h*Hil  iw«)  n;ilt'^  ariJ  a  half  thmutrh  th»*  votHis,  into  wMl  '"* 
iiui»  LiviiiiLi.     Wi*  w«:nt  u}m>ii  iIk*  M  liig  Trcv  Ro^J,  and  moatly  had  ^ 
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beat  our  own  path,  for  but  a  few  sleighs  passed  during  the  winter.     There 
was  but  one  family  —  that  of  Mr.  Briggs  —  on  the  way. 

I  think  it  was  in  the  summer  of  1802,  that  a  little  daughter  of  one  of  our 
neighbors,  Sewal  Boyd,  three  ye;irs  old,  was  lost  in  the  woods.  A  lively 
sympathy  was  created  in  the  neighborhood,  the  woods  were  scoured,  the  out- 
let waded,  and  the  flood  wood  removed ;  on  the  third  day,  she  was  found  in 
the  woods  alive,  having  some  berries  in  her  hand,  which  the  instincts  of 
hunger  had  caused  her  to  pick.  The  musquetoes  had  preyed  upon  her  until 
they  had  caused  running  sores  upon  her  face  and  arms,  and  the  little  wander- 
w  had  passed  through  a  terrific  thunder  storm. 

The  Indians,  if  they  were  guilty  of  occasional  outrage,  had  some  of  the 
finest  impulses  of  the  human  heait.  The  wife  of  a  son  of  Capt.  Pitts,  who 
had  always  been  kind  to  them,  was  upon  her  death  bed ;  hearing  of  it,  the 
Squaws  came  and  wailed  around  the  house,  with  all  the  intense  grief  they 
exhibit  when  moumint;  the  death  of  kindred. 

Upon  "Phelps'  FLits,"  as  they  were  called,  near  the  Old  Indian  Castle, 
at  the  foot  of  Honeoye  Lake,  in  the  first  ploughing,  many  brass  kettles,  guns, 
beads,  <fec.,  were  found.  An  old  Squaw  tliat  had  formerly  i-esided  upon  the 
Flat%  said  that  the  approach  of  Sullivan's  army  was  not  discovered  by  them 
until  they  were  seen  coming  over  the  hill  near  where  Capt.  Pitts  built  his 
iKnisew  They  were  quietly  braiding  their  com,  and  boiling  their  succotash. 
She  said  there  was  a  sudden  desertion  of  their  village ;  all  took  to  flight  and 
left  the  invaders  an  uncontested  field.  One  Indian  admitted  that  he  never 
looked  back  until  he  reached  Buffalo  Creek. 

In  the  earhest  yeai-s,  deer  would  come  in  flocks,  and  feed  upon  our  greeu 
wheat  ;  Elisha  Pratt,  who  was  a  hunter,  made  his  home  at  our  house,  and  I 
have  known  him  to  kill  six  and  seven  in  a  day.  Bears  would  come  and  take 
the  hogs  from  directly  before  the  doors  of  the  new  settlers — ^sometimes  in  open 
day  light.  I  saw  one  who  had  seized  a  valuable  sow  belonging  to  Peter 
Allen,  and  retreated  to  the  woods,  raising  her  with  his  paws  clenched  in  her 
^ine,  and  healing  her  agaiast  a  tree  to  deprive  her  of  life;  persisting  even  af- 
ter men  had  approached  and  were  attacking  him  with  clubs. 

I  could  relate  many  wolf  stories,  but  one  will  perhaps  be  so  incredible  that 
it  will  suffice.  A  Mr.  Hurlburt,  tliat  lived  in  tlie  west  part  of  the  town,  was 
riding  through  our  neighborhood,  on  a  winter  evening,  and  passing  a  strip  of 
woods  near  our  house,  a  pack  of  wolves  surrounded  him,  but  his  dog  diverted 
tbeir  attention  until  he  escaped.  While  sitting  upon  his  horse,  telling  us  the 
atory,  the  pack  came  within  fifteen  rods  of  the  house,  and  stopping  upon  a 
knoll  almost  deafened  us  with  their  howl.  Retreating  into  the  woods  a  short 
distance,  they  seemed  by  the  noise  to  have  a  fight  among  themselves,  and  in 
the  morning,  it  was  ascertained  that  they  had  actually  killed  and  eat  one  of 
their  own  number !  * 

Capt  Harmon,  built  a  bam  in  1802  or  '3;  at  the  raising,  an  adopted  son 
of  his,  by  the  name  of  Butts,  was  killed  outright,  and  Isaac  Bishop  was  stun- 
ned, supposed  to  be  dead.     He  recovered,  but  with  the  entire  loss  of  the  fao- 


*  Thin  is  not  incredible ;  other  similar  casos  are  given  upon  good  authority.  Fam- 
iriiing,  raveooag :  a  fight  occurs,  and  tasting  blood,  they  know  no  distinction  between 
their  own  aad  other  spedes.— -Avtbob  . 
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iB^ib(!r  k=Bri  •c^  saki!;,  daft  I  lukr^ BrT.^  ward  lor  fe»i  <<£  <itt«^flF!:.    isU 


In  1796  aod  '7.  Peter  AQen  and  hL§  famSr ;  hs?  brocber  ^jeAoub. 
aod  the  faeber,  Moses  AE«&cl  lecsfne  refideEts  of  the  Urwm.  Tk 
father  aod  oMCher  died  \m  earlx  vean.  Peter  Allea  vai  oouccstt 
with  eariT  cxHItarr  orzaixizatkffLJL  acd  tost  to  the  nsk  of  a  Beie 
GefL  He  Tras  in  ooaucacd  fA  a  RegioeLt  a!  the  l^ctle  of  Qwcsb^ 
totL  in  wfklch  he  was  aiade  a  prlKPCaer :  ar^ersrirds  a  meci&er  rf  Ae 
LegasbtGie  firocn  Ontario.  T7°  See  Peter  A^n  askd  ^  Hou  Tit 
V:m%'  Hsmmocij's  Po^cal  Hutorr.  In  1^16  b& esusntfed  t» far 
d'^y*^  utCKiOtiLgoc^  of  d>5r  ploceer se:sler5  of  Terra  Hasoe:  a|«r 
tkn  of  his  orissnal  tarm,  beli^  now  embraced  Ii.  the  Tillage.  Br 
CM  In  IS37.  !i;.i£:v  of  his  descendants  are  resadents  of  Tcm 
H^LOte.     Xa^aiiitl  AZLcn  was  the  DrlmitfTe  ICackssidL  ^f  fta- 

startinz  a  scji-o^  frst  in  the  Leizr.i«jri>:*>i  oc  Pl:n  F-ai*.  a^.-y  js^^ 
ward?.  OL  'iiie  HilL  tha:  assmced  h5i  n.iGjiie.  Hr  ^^  an  e^irlT'^&ar 
of  rrJltia.  -i-s^p'^j  sraerif^  Kawnter  cf  :>.•»  ietrii*:^:*.  In  the  "sir 
cf  1^12.  Le  FicorasirelT  nlieii  ie  i*:?;*  cf  cztr.zrJjr.zrjtz  zzxi  vr 
master,  *:-c.  :te  Niagara  Froc'J'ir.  A:':.rr  'i^e  •»  ir-  'uz  "Kj^^zjtri  i 
Or^tarfo  c^xintT.  arjri  I:i  la  jer  vear?,  m*  two  •jerrr-^.  ii?  r^:-r«ettar^ 
in  C<*igr»ess-  He  <:3ed  a:  I>jcirrZ!^.  Kj_  in  IS33.  -xhirre  b?  wb  i 
ooGiracT^^-r  Sjc  the  cocstrccioc  it  it  canal  ar.^iLiji  :jjr  FaZs  cf  :3e 
Ohio.  Of  nTe  sots,  wt  ooe  s^rriTes.  Dr.  Orrn  AZ-til  a  nestacu 
of  Virr'rLJi.  An  ocJr  daigh*.^r  was  th?  first  wif*  «  :;»  H«a>.  K. 
L-  R-j**-.  wrxi  ii  the  <>:cT;ia-:  r<  •£!?•  !>:c&r?tr ii  -cf  :rj?  ftrrr  m 
AIIe-*5  Hi.[.  Th**  "Afr.Hj  «cr»^  :r-:c:  Diitcte?.?  cc^antj.  Tee  iaaaSir 
ters  cf  JI--jf5e»  AI>n  b^ecarrje  ir<?r  wives  cf  Eiih^  G3:-ri  c<  Euoao. 
^'asfeir-r".:-?:  c-.^zirr.  Samtici  W/:-:<f wcrix  c-f  iI^T^";  >.  Sr-tr  fe. 
SasL^l  R:c:lv.<:  cf  XewarL  Waji>t  c:-  Filrin^  WZ^.c-c^fSi^ci- 
Iririge.  Mia?„  Rjsw^Z:  Tiirrier  of  Kttstown.  On:_  ^zA   Sitceea 

Thaite  of  PalmTra.  Wamc  cofintr. 

*  »  * 

Sjlrester  Carta  erected  the  first  AtiBesj  in  tow:* ;  aad  Ja 
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Henderson  .who  was  a  pioneer  at  the  head  of  Conesus  Lake,  was  an 
early  landlord  upon  the  Hill.  ' 

David  Akin,  Wm.  Baker,  Thomas  Wilson,  James  Hazen,  Silas 
Whitney,  Cyrus  Wells,  the  Johnsons,  David  Winton,  Nathaniel 
Harmon,  William  Warner,  were  settlers  in  earliest  years. 

Philip  Reed,  who  came  in  with  the  Chipmans,  died  about  twenty 
years  ago.  His  surviving  sons  are  Col.  John  F.  Reed,  Silas  Reed, 
Wheeler  Reed,  Wm.  F.  Reed,  and  Philip  Reed,  all  residing  on  and 
near  the  old  homestead. 

As  early  as  1796  or  '7,  Elijah  and  Stiles  Parker,  Elisha  Belknap, 
CoL  John  Green,  John  Garlinghouse,  became  residents  of  the  town. 
The  four  first  named,  emigrated  many  years  since  to  Kentucky,  and 
in  late  years  some  of  them  have  pioneered  still  further  on,  over 
the  Rocky  Mountains  to  Oregon.  Joseph  Garlinghouse,  a  son  of 
the  early  pioneer,  John  Garlinghouse,  an  ex-sheriS*  of  Ontario 
county,  a  prominent  enterprising  farmer,  still  resides  in  Richmond. 
A  son  of  his  married  a  daughter  of  Erastus  Spalding,  the  early 
pioneer  at  the  mouth  of  Genesee  River ;  another,  the  daughter  of 
David  Stout,  a  pioneer  in  Victor  and  Perinton.  Daughters,  are 
Mrs.  Comstock,  of  Avon,  and  Mrs.  Sheldon,  of  Le  Roy.  Mrs.  Briggs 
and  Mrs.  Hopkins,  of  Richmond,  are  daugliters  of  John  Garling- 
house ;  and  a  son  and  daughter  reside  in  Iowa. 

Asa  Dennison  who  is  named  in  connection  with  the  Chipmans, 
still  survives,  a  resident  of  Chautauque  county. 


GORHAM. 


In  all  of  the  old  town  of  Gorham,  at  first  Easton,  (what  was  is 
now  Grorham  and  Hopewell,)  a  few  settlers  began  to  drop  in  along 
on  the  main  road  from  Canandaigua  to  Geneva,  as  early  as  1790.  In 
July  of  that  year,  there  were  the  families  of  Daniel  Gates,  Daniel 

Warren,  — -  Sweets,  Platts,  Samuel  Day,  and  Israel  Cha- 

pin  jr.  who  had  commenced  the  erection  of  the  mills  upon  the 
outlet  Mr.  Day  was  the  father  of  David  M.  Day,  the  early  ap- 
prentice to  the  printing  business  with  John  A.  Stephens  in  Canan- 
andaigua,  and  the  founder  of  what  is  now  one  of  the  prominent 
and  leading  newspi^rs  of  western  New  York,  the  Buffalo  Commer- 
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cial  Advertiser.  Daniel  Warren  emigrated  to  SheldoiviMnr  Wto- 
ming  CO.,  in  1810 or  '11,  where  he  died  within  a  few  years;  Pome- 
roy  Warren,  of  Attica,  Wyoming  co.,  is  a  son  of  his»  and  Hn. 
Harry  Hamilton,  near  Little  Fort,  Illinois,  is  a  daughter. 

Daniel  Gates  and  his  son  Daniel  Gates  jr.  were  firom  Stoniogtoa 
Conn.,  both  were  out  with  Mr.  Phelps  in  his  primitive  adveoL 
They  purchased  land  in  Gorham,  paying  Is  6d  per  acre.  The  old 
gentleman  died  in  1 831,  aged  87  years.  He  was  the  first  collector  «f 
taxes  of  the  town  of  Gorham.  His  descendants  are  DomenMn^  a 
large  family  of  sons  and  daughters  becoming  beads  of  familiBa 
His  daughters  became  the  wives  of  Asahel  Burchard,  the  eiily 
pioneer  of  Lima ;  Asa  Benton,  Shubel  Clark  and  James  Wyckcff 
of  Gorham.  Daniel  Gates,  jr.  died  in  1812 ;  his  wife  was  a  sister  ef 
the  wife  of  Major  Miller  the  early  pioneer  near  Buffalo^  aad  «f 
the  wife  of  Capt.  Follett ;  Daniel  Gates  of  Palmyra  is  a  son. 

Those  whose  names  will  foHow,  were  all  residents  of  Gorfaaa  at 

early  as  1796  or  '7:  —  James  Wood,  Perley  Gates, Ingilk 

Frederick  Miller,  Silas  Reed,  Capt  Frederick  FoUett,  LeiHDBl 
George,  Isaiah  and  William  Babcock ;  Joseph  and  James  Krdseje; 
John  Warren. 

Major  Frederick  Miller  left  Gorham  soon  after  1800,  and  w«t 
Pioneer  at  Black  Rock,  the  early  landlord  and  keeper  of  the  kaj 
at  that  point.  William  Miller  of  Buffalo,  is  his  son ;  and  Mis. 
Heman  B.  Potter  is  a  daughter.  Mrs.  Miller,  Mrs.  FoUett  aal 
Mrs.  Daniel  Gates,  jr.,  were  daughters  of  George  Babcock. 

Silas  Reed  died  in  1834,  at  the  age  of  76  years ;  an  only  sur- 
viving son,  is  Seneca  Reed  of  Greece ;  a  daughter  became  the 
wife  of  Levi  Taylor,  an  early  Pioneer  of  Lockport,  now  a  resident 
of  Ionia,  Michigan. 

Frederick  Fdlett,  in  1778,  was  among  the  border  settlers  of 
Wyoming  Valley.  In  company  with  Lieut.  Buck,  Messrs.  Stephei 
Pettibone  and  Elisha  Williams,  on  the  Kingston  side  of  the  river, 
within  sight  of  the  Wilkesbarre  Fort,  the  party  were  suddenly  al> 
tacked  by  twenty  Indians.  Three  of  the  four  were  murdered  and 
scalped.  Mr.  Follett  was  pierced  by  two  balls,  one  in  cither  shouUer, 
and  stabbed  nine  times  with  spears.  Still  having  consciousness,  ht 
fell  on  his  face  —  being  unable  to  escape  —  held  his  breath  as  mock 
as  possible,  and  feigneil  death,  in  hopes  he  might  escape  further  mad- 
lation  at  the  bands  of  his  ruthless  punniers.    But  he  was  doC  thus 
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to  be  spared.  The  Indians  came  up  to  him,  and  without  any  un- 
necessary delay  or  useless  ceremony,  scalped  him  as  he  lay  in  his 
gore  and  agony ;  and  but  for  the  approach  of  assistance  from  the 
fort,  would  no  doubt  have  ended  his  days  with  the  tomahawk. 
The  spear  wounds  were  severe  and  deep  —  one  of  which  penetra- 
ted his  stomach,  so  that  its  contents  came  out  at  his  side !  His 
case  was  deemed  hopeless,  but  kindness  prompted  all  the  aid  that 
medical  and  surgical  skill  could  afford.  He  was  placed  in  charge 
of  Dr.  WiDiam  Hooker  Smith,  who  did  all  in  his  power  to  save 
him  —  and  his  efforts  were  crowned  with  success,  and  he  became  a 
hearty  and  well  man.  He  was  then  young  and  full  of  vigor,  and 
never  experienced  any  particular  inconvenience  from  these  severe 
wounds,  except  occasional  pain  from  one  of  the  bullets,  which  was 
never  extracted  from  his  body,  and  extreme  sensitiveness  to  the 
slightest  touch,  or  even  the  air,  of  that  portion  of  the  head  from 
which  the  scalp  was  removed. 

He  afterwards  entered  the  naval  service  —  was  captured,  and 
taken  to  Halifax,  and  confined  in  a  dungeon  six  months ;  was  re- 
leased ;  entered  the  service  again,  and  was  twice  captured  by  the 
British,  and  eventually  returned  to  his  native  country,  to  Dalton, 
Berkshire  county,  Mass.,  from  whence  he  removed  at  an  early  day 
to  Gorham. 

It  is  a  somewhat  singular  coincidence  that  his  eldest  son  —  now 
dead -^  who  entered  the  naval  service  as  a  midshipman,  in  1812, 
was  captiu'ed  on  board  the  Chesapeake  in  her  engagement  with  the 
Shannon,  and  was  also  imprisoned  in  the  same  dungeon  six  months 
that  his  father  had  occupied  during  our  first  conflict  with  the  pow- 
ers of  England. 

"  Capt.  FoUett "  is  frequently  mentioned  in  the  manuscripts  of 
Charles  Williamson,  and  would  seem  to  have  been  in  his  employ  as 
early  as  1794.  His  surviving  sons  are,  :  — Orrin  FoUetl,  an  early 
printer  and  editor  at  Batavia,  and  a  member  of  the  legislature  from 
Genesee  county,  now  a  resident  of  Sandusky,  Ohio;  his  second 
wife,  a  niece  of  James  D.  Bemis,  of  Canandaigua  ;  Nathan  FoUett 
of  Batavia ;  and  Frederick  Follett,  of  Batavia,  the  successor  of  his 
brother,  as  a  printer  and  editor  —  for  a  long  period  honorable  asso- 
ciated with  the  public  press  of  the  Genesee  country  —  and  at 
present,  one  of  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners  of  this  State ; 
having  in  immediate  charge  the  western  division  of  the  Erie  Canal, 
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and  the  Genesee  Valley  Canal.  A  son  of  his,  is  Lieut.  Frederick 
M.  Follelt,  of  the  U.  S.  army,  a  ^aduate  of  West  Point ;  a  cir- 
cumstance worthy  of  mention,  as  the  patronage  of  that  natioml 
school  is  not  always  as  well  bestowed,  as  in  this  instance,  upon  the 
descendant  of  one  so  eminently  entitled  to  be  remembered  for  ser- 
vices, sacrifices  and  sufierings,  unparalleled  in  our  RevolutioDarT 
annals. 


BRISTOL. 


Gamaliel  Wilder  and  Joseph  Gilbert  were  the  Pioneers  of  Ura- 
tol.  About  the  period  that  Mr.  Phelps  was  holding  his  treaty  with 
the  Indians,  in  1788,  they  located  at  the  Old  Indian  Orchaxd,  and 
commenced  improvements.  In  1790,  Mr.  Wilder  buOt  the  ahI 
Pioneer  Mill  that  has  been  often  named  in  other  connections.  Hs 
died  many  years  since.  Joseph  Gilbert  was  living  a  few  moDtb 
since,  at  the  age  of  93  years ;  if  living  now,  he  is  the  oldest  sv- 
viving  resident  of  the  Genesee  country. 

Deacon  William  Gooding  and  George  Codding  were  among  lk 
few  who  wintered  in  the  Genesee  country  in  1789,  '90.  Bock 
families  have  been  widely  known,  and  few  Rave  been  more  osefii! 
in  the  work  of  subduing  the  wilderness,  and  promoting  the  heahb- 
ful  progress  of  religion,  education  and  sound  moral  principles.  The 
descendants  of  George  Codding  are  numerous,  and  mostlv  residein 
the  early  home  of  their  Pioneer  ancestor.  Wiiliam  T.  Codding  ii 
the  only  surviving  son.  Ebenezer  Gooding,  of  Henrietta,  is  a  m 
of  the  early  Pioneer ;  another  son,  Stephen,  resides  in  lOiiMii 
Deacon  John  Gooding,  another  son,  was  one  of  the  early  fouoden 
of  Lockport,  Niagara  county,  where  he  died  in  1838  or*'9. 

The  earliest  record  of  a  town  meeting  in  Bristol,  is  that  of  1797. 
In  that  year,  William  Gooding  was  chosen  Super\'isor,  and  Jofai 
Codding,  Town  Clerk.  Other  town  officers:  —  Fauner  Coddi^ 
Nathan  AU^,  Nathaniel  Fisher.  James  Gooding,  Jabez  HkU 
Moses  Porter,  Amos  Barber,  Alden  Sears,  jr.,  George  Coddii^ 
Stephen  Sisson,  Amos  Rice,  Ephraim  Wilder.  Nathan  Hatch. 
Peter  Ganyard,  Elizur  Hills,  Theophilus  Allen,  Elnathan  Goodiof^ 
John  Simmons.  Other  citizens  of  the  town  in  that  year,  w^re:  — 
Daniel  Burt,  Moses  Porter,  Jonathan  Wilder,  Theophilus  AOea 
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Elnathan  Gooding,  Chauncey  Allen,  Samuel  Mallory,  Ephraim 
Francis,  Seth  Hathaway,  Constant  Simmons,  James  Carl,  Zebulon 
Mark. 


MANCHESTER. 


Township  12,  R.  2,  originally  a  part  of  Farmington,  now  Man- 
chester; settlement  commenced  as  early  as  1793.  Stephen  Jared, 
Joel  Phelps,  and  Joab  Gillett,  were  the  first  settlers.  DC7^  For 
Stephen  Phelps,  see  Palmyra.  Gillett,  in  early  years,  moved  to  No. 
9,  Canandaigua. 

Nathan  Pierce,  from  Berkshire,  was  a  settler  in  1795.  But  small 
openings  had  then  been  made  in  the  forest.  Mr.  Pierce  erected  a 
log  house,  had  split  bass  wood  floors,  no  gable  ends,  doors,  or  win- 
dows ;  neither  boards  or  glass  to  be  had ;  and  "  wolves  and  bear« 
were  his  near  neighbors."  Coming  from  Parker's  Mills  through 
the  woods  at  night,  with  his  grist  on  his  back,  a  pack  of  wolves 
followed  him  to  his  door.  Brice  Aldrich,  a  Pioneer  of  Farmington, 
was  taking  some  fresh  meat  to  Canandaigua  on  horseback,  when  a 
wolf  stoutly  contended  with  him  for  a  share  of  it.  There  were 
many  Indian  hunters  camped  along  on  the  outlet ;  some  times  the 
whites  would  carry  loads  of  venison  to  Canandaigua  for  them, 
where  it  would  be  bought  up,  and  the  hams  dried  and  sent  to  an 
eastern  market.  Trapping  upon  the  outlet  was  profitable  for  both 
Indians  and  whites. 

Mr.  Pierce  was  supervisor  of  Farmington  for  fifteen  years,  and 
an  early  magistrate ;  he  died  in  1814 ;  his  widow  is  now  living,  at 
the  age  of  87  years.  His  surviving  sons  are:— Nathan  Pierce, 
of  Marshall;  Michigan,  Darius  Pierce,  of  Washtenaw,  Ezra  Pierce 
of  Manchester.  Daughters:  —  Mrs.  Peter  Mitchell,  of  Manches- 
ter, Mrs.  David  Arnold,  of  Farmington.  John  McLouth,  from 
Beri[shire,  came  in  '95,  was  a  brother-in-law  of  Nathan  Pierce ; 
died  in  1820.  Joshua  Van  Fleet,  was  one  of  the  earliest ;  was  an 
officer  of  the  Revolution,  a  member  of  the  legislature  from  Ontario; 
a  judge  sxSi  magistrate,  and  the  first  supervisor  of  Manchester. 
He  is  90  years  of  age,  a  resident  of  Marion,  Ohio.  First  merchant, 
Nathan  Barlow,  a  son  of  Abner  Barlow,  of  Canandaigua;  resides 
now  in  Michigan.     First  physician,  James    Stewart.     Nathan 
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Jooes  came  in  1799,  died  in  1639 ;  Samuel  uul  Xadiaft 

his  S0&5  :  Mn.  Dr.  Ashley,  of  Ljo&s,  aijd  Mrs.  Simpont  «f  A(^ 

are  his  daughters.  Jeded'^ah  Dewev,  fro:rj  SaSeld,  Cccsl.  tamt 
in  *9S.  is  5*^111  liviD?:.  H<xAer  aiid  Jc^eri  SawT«-.  wK^e  tac^ 
Gilbert  HoTrlaiid.  a  broL*^ier  of  Job  Honrlaitd,  of  FarmiiiCVaB-  as- 
lied  ;n  Mtiichester  in  ISOO :  purchasing  a  larje  tract  of  lauL  Tif 
HowIaLds  were  from  BerkilJre :  Gilbert  c it  d  iii  ISW.  X^-iiii 
How]ai:.d.  of  FarmiiigtoiL  aiid  Jc«La;ha2i  Howlazid  of  Adriaxi.  Mjsfc- 
^ao,  are  his  soiiS.  Mrs.  Silas  Brovzi  of  HaxLbar^ Erie  ooasxs 
a  daoghter. 

John  Lamuiiioo.  came  in  eaiiv  Tears ;  was  from  Rhode 
He  died  ten  or  tweJre  vears  ^ce.  His  w::e,  who  vas  At 
of  CapL  FolietL  died  two  or  three  vears  siLce. 

Pekrg  Redfield,  was  a  townsman  of  Mr.  Fijelps  in  SnSe^ : 
a  musjcian  in  the  Conitecticut  line  during  the  RtvolctkiQ.     la 
he  eicharjged  viih  Mr.  Pi^jelfs,  his  smai:  iann  in  SuSeJd,  ioc 
acres  wherever  he  sh<:'Tj]d  choose  to  kcate.  on  anj  uitsxid 
Mr.  Fr^e^ps.     He  seiected  tfie  land  where  be  dot  ruadcs  «•  it 
Rail  Road,  a  mije  axiJ  a  half  west  of  C!.:V>n  Springs  :  (a 
Kfectk'D.  as  aDT  one  will  aiiow.  who  se>es  the  fi&e  ianzt  ixtio 
it  has  betn  conrent'd : )  clearing  'iiree  acre?  anri  ereciir.g  ibe  faock^ 
a  kc  recuse,  he  removed  his  famiJv  :l  Fcl .  j  SCO.  ci-iislr. jdc  of  a  mifc 
and  F.x  c.*^.ljcren.     "  The  k-umev.'  i^av?  a  kl  of  i^  -  was  nerJorar 
ed  wiih  a  sjei^j  and  a  six-^ie  spi:;  of  horses.     Besides  ihe  ^oun 
the  sirlzh  was  kjadtd  «i*J^  bees  ai^  b^ecdlLg.  and  ^j^JcJes  oc"  iuoK- 

h.ld  f-rrjiure.     1  ^hil.  Lever  for::^:  ij.!?  ::t  £rs:  v>uji«eT  s&  ttr 

—  •  •  « 

Ge^e^re  coui-trv.  esi«ecli-v  -J^ii  jf^nloii  c:'  1:  -31^5:  cf  Utjca^  IW 
SLOW  Wis  'ihrvn:  ft*:  drrf.  a:*i  ihe  fy.'rs-es  :.rec  ar^d  ja^^  ^^  I 
c.'ac.-r-:.:-lc*.  ofjei.  re;'usc*i  to  prc^etd  fari^er  w:*ii  thtir  koio.  I  ; 
hid  *:."?  it; V liege  o4  r-di:.?  down  hllj,  btit  il,~js*Jt 
fa:hi:r.  :r.%'  mother  drlvlr^j  ihe  leair.." 

A.T.T.r.r  at  t>*eir  new  .v:»3je.  'i^  Fi-^ne'er  fazrJlv  fccind 
a  L-rw  ?^:-^r.  *  untli  ihr  I  ark  w^r^  ;eel  in  •-;*&  n-zii 
rv.*:  Wis  ;.u:  u>>i  Uie  b>dv  of  t'.e  >«z  i>:':i«r:  u.i:  it  Recidc 
erecirr:  .  oirrT-x^?  made  for  a  d>:r  ai»i  -.iji»::ir.  ai^d  i^.s>-v:iac 
if<-i  :.z  a  ^x.-r.     Here  lije  :'sir.:-7  reti-iii-e*:  un'-i  au:-^*':."*  «^aa 
Q'l^ir:  K*j  Iv-LSr  f-id  IrTcL  erei'.'rO.     3Ir.  R-rci-rji  IS  i^::*  ia  I* 
eOt.--  ••rir.  f*-s  irrrzujTT  of  earlv  ever.!*,  reici-iive.  ir^a  u  -•:. 
consLt:^*.^  refnarkaSMe  £ar  oce  of  iiis  vears.     Ue  ij  tne 
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ie  Hon.  Heman  J.  Redfield,  of  Batavia ;  of  Lewis  H.  Redfield, 
tie  well  koown  editor,  publisher,  and  bookseller  at  Syracuse ;  Hiram 
tedfieM  of  Rochester,  George  Redfipld,  Cass  co.  Michigan,  Alex- 
.nder  H.  Redfield  of  Detroit,  Cuyler  Redfield,  with  whom  he  re 
ides  upon  the  old  homestead.  His  son.  Manning  Redfield,  of  Man 
rhester,  was  killed  in  a  mill  where  he  was  marketing  his  grain  in 
1850.  One  of  his  daughters,  was  the  wife  of  Leonard  Short,  of 
Shortsville,  and  the  other,  of  Marvin  Minor,  a  merchant  at  Bergen 
ud  Johnson's  creek.  "  1  could  have  made  my  location  at  Fort 
Hili,  near  Canandaigua,"  said  the  old  gentleman  to  the  author,  "but 
i  town  was  growing  up  there,  and  I  feared  its  influence  upon  my 
boys."  There  are  many  Pioneer  fathers  who  have  lived  to  regret, 
that  they  had  not  been  governed  by  the  same  prudent  motive. 

The  Pioneer  mother  died  in  1844,  aged  80  years.  It  will  appeal 
ioeredible  to  the  house  keepers,  and  young  mothers  of  the  present 
lay,  when  they  are  told,  that  Mrs.  Redfield,  in  early  years,  when 
Ae  had  a  family  of  six  and  seven  children,  performed  all  her  ordin 
ary  house-work,  milked  her  own  cows ;  and  carded*  spun  and  wove, 
all  the  woolen  and  linen  cloth  that  the  family  wore.  But  the  old 
geotleman  thinks  it  should  be  added,  that  he  and  the  boys  lightened 
ker  labor,  by  uniformity  wearing  buckskin  breeches  in  the  winter ; 
Ihoogh  the  mother  had  them  to  make. 


REMINISCENCES  OF  PELEG  REDFIELD. 


In  1800,  a  log  bouso  had  beon  vacated;  we  fitted  it  up  and  hired  Elam 
i^imoe*  to  teach  a  school.  It  was  a  mile  from  my  house,  and  my  boys  used 
0  go  through  the  woods  by  marked  trees. 

In  early  yeaw,  wolves  were  a  ffroai  nuisance;  nothing  short  of  a  pen  sixteen 
nls  high,  would  protect  our  sheep.  Id  winters,  when  hungry,  they  would 
oUect  tugether'and  prowl  around  the  log  dwellings;  and  if  disappointed  in 
Bcurin<;  any  prey,  tlieir  howling  would  startle  even  backwoodsnien.  The 
adimn  wars  upon  the  wolf  with  great  hatred;  it  is  in  a  spirit  of  revenge  for 
lieir  prt'ying  u]>on  their  game,  the  deer.  In  the  side  hill,  along  on  my  farm, 
key  dug  pita,  covered  them  over  with  light  brush  and  leavea,  and  bending 
lovD  small  trees,  suspende<i  tlie  ofiols  of  deer  direcUy  over  the  pits.  In 
prixinring  for  the  !>ait  tiie  wolf  would  land  in  the  bottom  of  the  pits  where  they 
ouli  e&sily  be  killed.  TIic  salmon  us^hI  to  ascend  the  Canandaigua  outlet, 
■  Ctf  up  as  ShoTtR^-ille,  before  mill  dams  were  erected.  The  speckleil  trout 
pk-nty  in  the  Sulphur  Sprin*;  brook ;  and  in  all  the  small  streanos. 


*  Iff.  Crane  diad  rocentlj  iq  south  Bristol  aged  83  years;  he  cama  to  the  Gaoaaee 
toantrj  in  1788. 
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In  1805,  I  WW  eateddag  my  inane  house,  and  wanted  giaas  i 
I  went  with  oxen  and  sled  to  Utica,  carrying  50  bushds  of  wheat 
$1,68  per  bushel,  to  Watts  Sherman,  a  merchant  of  Utica,  and 
pound  for  wrought  nails  ;  $7  50  for  two  boxes  of  glass.* 

It  was  pretty  easy  for  young  men  to  secure  farms,  in  the  ead 
settlement.  I  knew  many  who  received  a  dollar  a  day  for  the 
bought  lands  for  twenty  five  cents  per  acre. 


A  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in  Manchester  in 
first  Trustees  were: — Ebenezer  Pratt,  Joseph  Wells  ai 
Dewey.  This  was  the  first  legal  oi^anization,  a  societ 
formed  previous  to  1800.  Judge  Phelps  gave  the  socie 
a  meeting  house,  and  in  1806  Deacon  John  McLouth  e 
building.  In  1812  or  13,  the  stone  meeting  house  ^ 
Rey.  Anson  Shay  organized  the  church,  and  remainc 
for  25  years ;  he  emigrated  to  Michigan,  where  he  d 
The  Methodists  had  a  society  organization  as  early  as 
ing  their  primitive  meetings  in  school  and  private  house 

"  St  John's  Church,  Farmington,"  (Episcopal,  at  Sulph 
was  organized  by  the  Rev.  Devenport  Phelps,  in  1807. 
cers  were:  —  John  Shekels,  Samuel  Shekels,  warde 
Seager,  William  Warner,  George  Wilson,  Archibald  A. 
Williams,  Thomas  Edmonston,  Alexander  Howard,  W 
eU.t 


GOLD   BIBLE — MOBMOyiSM. 


As  we  are  now  at  the  home  of  the  Smith  family — in  sight 
HiU" — a  brief  pioneer  history  wiU  be  looked  for,  of  the  strange,  i 
successful  religions  sect — ^the  Mormons;  and  brief  it  must  b?,  n 
it  in  its  career,  and  leaving  to  their  especial  historian  to  trace  thaa 
Kauvoo,  Beaver  Island,  and  Utah,  or  the  Salt  Lake. 

Joseph  Smith,  the  fkther  of  the  prophet  Joseph  Smith,  Jr., 
Merrimack  river,  N.  H.     He  firet  settled  in  or  near  Palmyra  y 


*  Mr.  Redfield  has  preserved  his  store  bill  It  is  made  oat  and  si^^ 
B.  Gibson,  the  well  known  Canandaigua  Banker,  who  was  the  book  ki 
man's  store. 

f  A  hrotiMT  of  the  earij  Hotel  keeper  at  Geneva.  The  two  brothen 
paUic  bouse  at  the  Springe^  amd  WiUiam  was  thelandlonl 
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.'  ivr^i  ;>.o  ivv;:;\v.it  of  s"»mo  n^w  land  on  "  StafR^  sowt"  in  the 

..•>:« T.  :v  .ir  ;:.;■  1  ir.o  ^ 'f  1  \ Jm vni.*     " Monnon  H ill "  l<  near  xbt 

."•  ;:  i.  •!:"  »:iv  N«:w^^n  iho  \iiUsy«*  v^f  Palm^Ta  and  Manchester. 

l.rii  iiv:i  a  rivixoisiili-^t.  and  *uh!^>qiK-ntlv  a  Meihixiisi;  w« 

:  :i  -•....i::.nr  :n  Sv!r.^:uRU  knowkxi^;*':  but  ihi»  skhvI  of  K-veb- 

'•..    :   ^i.sk  jr  ;r.i.::  hi*  was  a  s^y^ai  l«l»Mrr.  orodulou^  niH  cspe- 

:^  :i  y.riMV  .iiiTJv^r,  pn»no  to  theinan-elloa<:  andiiithaL  alii- 

..:!-.   , . : :  i>  « : :  i »  no: jl :  s  ^i^  and  pi-tiy  law-#uitSL     XiM  a  ^  en-  pio- 

::.:      ::a-  :;4:hor  ^>f  a  IVpb^^. — the  foundorof  a  «aie;  l*ui  ih«3« 

.  *:.  •'  :':,<•  vA* ,"     IL^wvvrf  nneaient  in  maitiT»  of  iyi\>i  t>r  e^il  I — 

,  K  Ivr^  in  thr  >>o"-  of  Ti\m\  on  the  ficlii  of  OrkauKvf  in  the 

■  

:;.    iv  •":  mnti'ii.  ir.  iho  Tiilaoeof  Si.  Potersl^unrh.  and  Knendiii 

.:.  Ki.j'.v..  i*>  LisivTW  anvi   Sj>ainV  pTvMidivt  on:  and  hen?  upon 

L\  ... ::.-.  >.rs.-:i*  <-{  Ar.n  Lot\  Jemima  Wilkiiuton.  and  a*  we  are 

: :.  Mrs.  J.rv^'.h  S:vi::li!     A  mi'»;Ler'*  intluencx'^:  iniLeworid** 

1.  -:  'TV  .  f  jn  ■!i.   how  ,'.is«ini*i  is  the  inipT«s! — In  hi-i\y^  in 

1  ^^x:^  i^*!  :tl^  of  C»i  or  Kid  aj^irationSi  or  disiiKlioTK  thai 

..:  :r  :v.  ::.■;  r-i.v«v  and  ir«ve  ihem  noioriety :  how  ofuiu  alnxwt  in- 

>»^  !>i  !..«.  k  :o  ;i.e  induenoi^  of  a  mother,  to  find  the  g^irm  that 

r  ti-  ■  t  \.;;s<-  ihi>  ir.temn^ion  of  narratire.  and  be  toU  that  ]|lr& 

•  ^  ::.  .T.   •!  <r.'r.j  ii!>*ni]::^  a;«si  inu-lKvt:  art  fill  and  cunniiur:  im- 
r.  *..!i  r-.'j-:;l;i;i\i  ivliipv^u*  enthusiasm.     The  iiKipitint  hini^  the 

vv.:  :':..i:  .i  lV']i.i-i  wa*  ti>  sprin^r  tK^m  her  huxnhle  household, 
:■  -:  XT. :  «l:en  ^iwiiers  weie  maturing  for  dtHti'voemenu  she  sare 
",  -.:.:.  .-T^i* — aVsv*  tivinf  upon  thoAe  nhi>  hail  KMh  nK'vev 
y — w.  -...  :o  !■:•  insr.uDenai  in  Si'^nv  jroa;  wort  of  new  revflatioTU 
:.  ^ ;-v<  r..::.i  T  hrr  friiilifiil  ov>>»orkfr.  or  ^TCivutiw  exix^nent*  Their 
V.  ^-^  •  ^:r.:»!  V  :r.:i-ndi\l.  or  desi^.u:i\L  bv  fin^de  OK^nsultations 
..r. .  -  ■.  vv  :i...:s  oi:;  d^>.^^  hints  as  the  forth  cvw.nj;  Pr^'^phrt-     The 

•  :'.-. '  T  s:i'  i  ht  was  the  oh-^n  one:  but  Alvah.  howovi-r  j^r- 
...  >-r:.  h.ii  A  oarr.s;  aptx-tite:  rat  too  nymy  pvvn  tumipA, 

T..-.:s  il.c  Wi^rl ;  k^st  a  Pn^phei.  and  Momioiii>in  a  k*ader: 

-'v  .xv\ :  wivkrilv  aztnkito-.i  lo  Pn>*iifixv.  defeatoil:  and 

.      -     :  :.  >\:r'i'.:  of  rsw  tumij^  Who  wili  t."4lk  of  the  oax'Uinjr 

V  .    r  .\rv  .th*  r  5r.vui  And  inmxvnt  v'au^r^  of  ini^rhtv  e\vn:*,  af- 

.•■■'.!  .•:"  ti;..  Pr^r-het  which  Mrs.  and  Mr.  Jo^^i^h  Smith  and 

'   »  ■'  -..  :.:» '.  «  '\r  vf  ihemselvt's— eTery  thread  oi*  it — fell  upon 

<    -.r.]  -  :::>■::::  ta:}  i-.ni  k^(  jcuih  a  trust,  was  this  same  Jviji^ 

'.!':-"  .-.^    ".1  •.  S-.^ith."     He  was  k.unj:nsi  iille:  (net  toaar 

:-  xj-.s...;  .■:*  ;.■;«- :...,?.  ^  niinan  intelkv:-     Thi*  authors  own  rt- 

:"  ■  -.    .-.     ■  >:  ::  :  .-r.is.     He  uAvi  to  ^vane  into  the  nLap>  of 

i,-^    f  w  •  ■:,  :'-^m  his  !wkwvv\;>h\nne:  A>n>et:u)es  pat- 

rv  :  "^  :"r\r -^ :  si-nunimt*  find  an  odd  iob  to  do  about 


*^    ^ ' 


•:  -?:.-.>►%:■  *:...Tv  r.rs:  s»c\r.  th**  fcm:ly.in  the  wiz.:cr  of  '1.^,  'SO, 
<j».  «.;':.  \-^:  «  >::'.&U  spi-;  undtctvuilMd ammd  h. 


214  PHELPS   AXD  GOBHAM  S  PUBCHASE. 

thestcre  of  S^vm^-^r  Scovell:  ar  1  r.n-^'?  a  we^rk  h^  wonii  stroH  into  fc-^ 
of  the  f*li  Palmvra  R*^J5^.•r,  f-r  his  tath^-r*  j-aj'-.-r.  How  imtyyas^  mvjmi 
••dare  DeriU^  *  to  onc>r  and  a  whil**  bLi«:k»-n  ili-r  f»>5r  of  ih»-  ih^  meo-iiic 
iDOui-itive  loun::^r — but  afifrrwrirds  Pn-pli-.-?.  with  li.e  oM  £»hy.{i«9!  ha 
vhV-n  he  u^l  to  j»ut  hiiii-^.-h'  in  the  way  .YiLe  w..rkir::f  vf  thr  oi-l  fviyiii 
Rann-je  pr'.'«»I  Th-;  •-•iitor  ••i  thv  Cuki^aior.  at  Ali'^pj  ■at^>.i&?i  >« 
nwy  jus'Jy  cf.n.«id'-r  himself,  f.-r  hi*  *ub»^iUfriii»:rfV:r'riz«=-  ao'l  i;«rfalK&Bf 
think  of  iL  with  cr«atriti'>n  and  rej-ri^tiino*-:  tb»ai  i..- • -n-yr  h-ly-ed.  thsa s- » 
fiifur*  th"?  fa»^e  of  a  Prv'fih«rt.  and  r»-inotriy.  i'.i..-  j/jnl'rr  t-f  a  rk^se. 

But  Jo^rph  Lvi  a  liitl'f  ambitivn:  and  «'ir-»r  v-.-n-  Li:i  :aM-  a»f'ind»:  i 
mothf-r*  5n^rllrt:l  o^^a.-i'-nally  ^hone  out  in  IJm  :"-^Mr.  •'tci^icialiT  via  » 
U5f:*l  to  h-lp  Us  solve  sorij*'  f»rrt«jt'«u3  ^'i-^^rioLS'-f  ni<'ml  or  y«"'lit>al« 
in  o'.ir  juvrnik  debating  dub.  whi<:h  we  ni'.v.>J  d'.wn  v*  the  otl  rrf 
hou>e  on  Duife  strf^t.  t*^  ^f-i  ri-l  of  the  annoy an'X*  •  'f  orl:ic»  that  n»i  teof 
in  uri^'U  u«  in  the  \  iUaire :  and  <:il'i^4uen:lv.  aftr-r  f «•••!. ^ni' a  sr ark  </  M^ 
dism  in  the  camp  m#.--:tinL'.  aw  ay  d^^n  in  tl.*:  wo^yi-,  en  the  VkiiLiiQi8.«i 
was  a  very  passabJe  exhoner  in  evrnin:?  m^y-t ilia's. 

Legends  of  hidden  tnja-iire.  hiad  I«  -n^r  d«^i:.Tiat.>l  Monnon  HI3  m^^ 
posit* 'ry.  Old  Joseph  ha^l  duir  thvre,  an<l  y«^unj  J'lj^ph  had  n-xtciyfc^ 
his  father  and  n^-.-ih-r  re!:i>lh'r  rr.anel'-':*  taI':->  of  f«Tiri»>i  wealtL  botW» 
rt-.mpanieii  hi*  father  in  the  midnight  dvlvin:r%  and  in«.i.ctAtioEs  rf thf^!"* 
that  jnianifJ  it. 

If  a  burie*!  r^.velation  wa^  to  >i*-  exhume<L  how  natuia]  was  h  iLa  tkp2* 
faiT:iIv.  with  lh»-ir  cre«iulitv,  and  their  a-^!im-^l  r're5#':Ltinrjem  that  a  P*^' 
was  Uf  <"rme  fn.-m  their  hou.w-hrl  L  «h'*'-jld  le  i^  nne-iv.^l  with  !!:•»■• 
M'-nr^'-n  I  111!  wa^  the  plae»='  when?  i:  w.uli  1-  f--i:!id. 

It  :•  \^\'rrhfl  bv  tL'»r^who  wvre  l»-"t  A'.iiuiL'.rl  »::h  ih->  Ssilh 
and  i;:>t  «'n\er-wirjt  with  :J1  th-  Oijl  Fji'i.-  r. -verr:- t.l-,  iLii  ih*?  *• 
S^iur.  fv.i -n  f'-riLe  ^tareni-.-nt  iL'tt  th-ir  •  rii-ind  ni-.ri-.-^Hi -.  ">  wns«^^' 
Mr.  >:a'jl  iir.i',  of  fjiiio.  A  *'r.Tl-!K--r/. :-  the  'r  1  i  fcii :-.  "TieB**  * 
(V-n-.m.'inlm-r.:-""  in  ail  T.r.ls';bi:irv.  w:iji  v.Ii:^:^l  bv  K:„'.:.  !i,  iazA  h-  na*"^ 
l-vr.  aid*-:  bv  Sj-rr:!  iirV-  rr.'inu«i:Tir v.  l':i  !•:♦.•  '■••'?:  ii-".:"  i-  »it:  i-K*^ 
a  pr.-i'i'.tl  -n  '^■f  ih*?  S::iith  far^ily.  ri:d':«i  ry  0;:v  -r  '."■  -.^  I-*^.-.  w;.--J3f  »*^ 
tea*; : .  ••  r  «  r.  > T/Jf  'P  I  •!  rv»  *.  :. n  i n :  ii n ri:e  •  ■  i*  ;  1 . •■  >:  '. *. h  :". -. ni:  -y .  in  i  i>«^ 
w:*}'  •'•.-■  vl.  !••  if-av.^r.  Th-  r rr- Inctiou  ;».*  all  w;!i  «■  r.  l-;  i-.  ■aL-'f^*^'* 
v.  "T  •*..-:;  i'iv.-n  i:  a  rjr^-r;.-  r-rvy-w,  is  r.  -i  ii.:.t  ■  f  :-.ri  -:  :^•.•>rli  r-is"^^ 
t:  ^r..  7  :.-  J  ^ridir.i'  a"  ilM  to  r< .unv  rlVit  i!>-  <•.!••  -  f  th-  S.ri!*3?*-* 
:r/.  n:.!vv:r-^t*  niC-i.-m  :hra-'y»!.  j^*.  iL».'iL'i:'  r:  n  r  •:*  •*.:.«r.  I-Tir^J  *5^ 
'  -.v:  :•_.    •vr  '  ri  I-r:-.-.  j.n  I  bJ  iij—-^  a-  a  wh-  ]  ■.  iv.T.'T'  i:-  vhariS*  • 

*        *  -  • 

'■!  -iT.:  •  T ;.;'.; V  i'«  viiJ:;ir  •■rTL'^n.    It  i-  a  f.racje  meil-v  •.•!'  -i-rri!  :n^s  r 


1  •     •       I 


Tr.  r  ;rr:.>:v#..  d»>:jT,-  of  Mrs.  Sniiik  h-r  hu-lr*:.  1.  Ji  rxl  Oj*:*?^-** 
r; .  r. ■;.-:■.:-.! r _' :  b ; - j. - i •  - 1  will*  wL :■ } ;  j - rl^ a; -=.  w ;«.  r»  ■ : -^irv- :  r  r  -:■  rv.rv. ** ■* 
.'  t;i:i.-.- :  ?  y  ;s  •  ;,",•.  r-r..:  a  !>£■:  i.     Ti.i-  i«i-^i  •  r*  1-  ir.j  'l.-  f-.-jn-irrr'  •r-f  a  V«rti 
w:>  uii  ii!vr  •':,  •■;.:;i\  in  whi.h  th'-v  wer-.-  aii-rl  r-v  •  :her?. 


J  -  •  ■     -  :-.   pr;-  -.r  -  .-ir..  .-•  hi-v  ti',.  *•  th*.  -lay.  of  Fa-j-s  as.d  G-.n^berr  bee 
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••  •  v':^r>  of  tlw  liUTTibiij:.  l*oinj:  fl-siimto  of  nn\«is  t'>r  oairyin^  o;u 

.■  N   *  V-  :  ;:•.  V.  A-i  >■    t •:...:  i^»  «'V\i:i:^' tluit  ^litH.'uhy.     >[:irtin  lluni^ 

•'■■■■  T    •  l\.:::^yr.u  ::•.  •  o'^f.-.T  •>{  a  ::^v\l  f:imi,  an- 1  :in  h-'n^si  ^v>rthv 

.   *.    ^"  ■  ■  . ". ;.  ^  i \  •' :i  :■ '  r  1  •  ^.o -.i*  v ir  Ii  u>i: ksiiu  now  c  !\sh  U   i  ii-'  mi  »w 

v!  :  •-  *■      ":   '.:.  r;  :i  v»  »;  :n.ini:io.  is  tjkri.     Jk^^.vU  Siiyi:h  u:  on  whom 

'  y  ;    ■   >  ^:'■i  :'..'l'  V  :i'>-'r  tlio  sal  fi:o  v»f  AIwi.  U^vr^in  t^  make 

II    :■.:"" v."   i  H  '.Hs  of  Thv  'Z^wi  ..lis.vn  jrv.  :m  l  tiiii:  i:  hail 

^    L  :  •  '.  •  ■.  :::i"  yi    I H  irr'N^  w:is  a  olu^'U  ins;rani»r.t  T-^  :\1A  in  tho 

»    \   :>•.•■    -"^  tl.'.'  ^^     li  »i:h  a  n«.*w  iV'U'Liii- ^n.     Th-n  h:vi  hie  mv- 

■^  :  ••  ;:'..     H.  ?••.  r^i,-":  hi*  tin*.'  f:inu  lo  pay  for  print ir.;^  :ho  Iwk. 

•:  i  ^-/^  .  •:•■-'  ri -.-.s.  :/-.  I  i:r:-.:irtlilv  '.l-'ivrnvnt.  ::!vl  it'.;i  •>  h^^rv-  an*l 

■^     -  ..  ■  ■:.■.•:/•<<-'.!::::  :ir'.:r.iPA-::i::'^n*  of  tho  i^p  :ir  ownt  that 

k!.'-     -,.     i:  H  \  rv:  •«.  of  i!.-'  'li-i^v^tTW  as  vvmrnunivatol  to  him  bv 

•-■'<■:'.  '..■•-•-  I '",:>»  '.L  1^  !rou;>.nxl  bv  <..» vvr.il  n-siyvtuMo  citi- 

/./■•   .k. :  •  ^. :..!'.:  1..  v.i:;*lo  var'v '.U-klv^uros.     It  w;t^  in  *;.ilv<auv.v,  a> 

V    •'   '.  ^  :^ '\\  «  •*  ■i'n''V\l  ^v  an  anj;*'!  whi-r^'  to  tir-l,  bv  ox:ava- 
■*..•;  ..::  —AarU  y-M.'-i  Monii 'H  HilL  the  s?>M  plates;  mxi  was 

i    ■  ■ '  .  :i'\r  -  '■-■«■•  - 1  -'-  rii"  -^t  '  i'.>  ^  i '  ^  I'  *  >'  *  »»*'  i  i' t  -'  ri  •  rv:-.'  r  ^  f  t  Lio  sa- 

■■*  •;.  V  ■•::..■•    l.  :i:-.  i  i  •.:ll>h  it  :•»  :ho  worli.     Th:i:  i!-.o  iIi:*!-* 

■■.  i  -      -•  ■  •■  :'l     .!:  :  rr  i:ih.ibi:an:<  of  tl-i*  .' nnrrv,  "iT^-;i\>i   bv 

■'.  •'    -  ■  ■    :'  N  • '  ."     T::.i:  oi  i;:t»  to'»of  :h.»  l.^x  LviLt;iin:iij:  ih.  put*. 5. 

A  M  .  b 

*    ■■■  -^.  ^ •■..-..'<  '.v.- ^   :*»;:i:  i,  th.-  *:''»»^s  or  irlt'W  <<.'t  in  «hi'.h  w^re 

'-.'.'  '  .:  :;;     P:-  v^   :."  :'...i:  "  th:^^-.-  KI.  »_:*■' I  :oM.'r:T'^!\  tho  vn;:Tii- 

'    •  -.  ;-.  iv,  ::'•:    ::  :^  .t:\:1w  » !:K^^'\'.:!.i  n:  *.  •■  nv.  1."'     H::rris  a*- 

:     •  -    ''  ..!•  :  i'  '-^  '  'v  \^,.r«'  tho  ■■V."^'».  :itv  ip.ii*  p*><*  av  :  :\*-\i  the 

■  «     '  .    •.;•.■■".  ■[  ''^^r.\  ::w  worM  :v.\\  t!"  rr.  wi:!i  his  si-v;.i.i.s  p.':hl 

■«.«\'    ■•    '".v        .•■■i»««--»,..  •    ».»T--i»,»         II    *^j<  I'T '  ■     ■'.  ■  ?   fii  -in 

••*  ■  ..:"    -.  :■  ■  •••  .•  ■>.   ■: :  v:'.    \  o.-.     On  i:  vn.r'  .lr■.i^^n,  riKlcIv 

"^  ■  .    .      •■  ■■".*'■:  .in!  -.    ■  ■:^*■r:•.  :»'o\-  ;-.r.  i  lr»l  »  wl.i/ri  w.  r^»char- 

"-  ■  ::  ■  '  .'■  ■■  :.'  I  ::^!n:  :';;':«v!?-'y  ;i  T»v<.-r.iV!^  irnitaiivn  of 

"--.■'..■  r-  •':  '.   ".;'.  j;'-.-  "i  .'■.:'.  t'v::  i:.M-n-  l-ui  LiniM.-!:",  :i'"»t  lU-n 

•  •      1  •  •       •  • 

■"  ■•  ••  til-  •!.' 

-■      -  •■  —    .  •<     ■  •!      '.J       !■•'•       •'.!       r     ^l».«»«.f»liN'i^***'*       \*      rfl.l*^ 

"     ■    '>    '.  ■•    :    •'    - ''    T^  >•  •r:::!  1. 1  !•.•»' .s  ;n:  h*»  "i"*  n  •!'.'.' v\v:i<:op, 

»  ■ 

^    >■  .   :  ^r  ■•■■  •  •  7  '■'  •  •:;  •-:::•! .:  ■■  li^ir  ^.-iii  ■:  ui^ii*;:  :is  a  I-uisLn 

:  -  .        •  •     ;  •     •'   :  — .  *>    :ls      I:  v.  i*  .i  t-  viio.  r^  i.-r  t;:*  'j:  ir.TVuu 

: ,  ■■    -■'•■•.  .i  -'  .; '.  V  ■  •*  ■!.'•;'  t  v.r-:!  M  cv.ix^  s::*..'tr:iv.     This, 

■  ...■>  --i  _i  * 

I.      •    *\  ••■       .-■■    •!     ■n"'"»t'  .\i'     I   T»«i  1  r»"ii   1'''  ■  ""i'li  T» 

'  ....         »  .......      »«^      ».      .^      L»      '•  »     .*      l.«".  •-  V^^i      ■.■•.•.  ^>i',  U« 


.• 


■     ■•  t>«««  «l  •  t"  I  11** 

■     ■       I     .  •      •  -  .-'t*'     t        --..1      ■■■.-TiM.wTf     -Wi;- I.  ■?'*••'.» 

,  I  .       ■»        .■>  .       .  .     ■  ;  .1..- . »■  ■ ..    %.  kH^  11.      "  4L    I'.   >.(,.  ».i,, 

'••...  ■>  *  ,     r..     ..-.....».        •»....  *\u. .  >.  1,1'  a> 

..    ■  ,      •.■:■•■■  ■;•.  ['•  ■[  X  (  :::•'  vv  :::^  r"*  •  v;;::»s  •. f  :':v  n^w  rv\.L- 

"     :     ->-:.'..".      It   ^-^LL*  :  T'-.-i   Iv  th'  S:!'.::!i  f:»!iiilv, 

•   .  ::  —  %  ::  ■'.  '  ■  v  !^<   i  ■   ^l:-^'    :"_^;"'\  V"!  :•*  Ut  *•*  t.'.\w\i  "f  tho 

.  i~  '      ■..•.->    ■"     '•  \\  <:\r.:  WK'M  •'H  uv   a  s:..*rv  that  tho 

■"••.■.:  r.  Li  •    T.  :  .  ^-.\t.  v.i:h  i\w  rirs:.'*     A  von-  in^.tivii*  irtchod, 

:  ^"^ifviia^  ag-.ui;^t  the  (\>»ilitxtY  that  Mn^  Ham  had  praerred  the 


316  PHELPS   Aia>    QORHAM^S  PUBCHlfllL 

numuscnpi  with  which  they  might  be  confronted,  should  thej  aoempi 
itjition  of  thdr  own  miserable  [wtchwork. 

The  Prophet  did  not  get  his  lesson  well  upon  the  start,  or  the  hoo^ 
impostors  were  in  the  £aulL  Afier  he  had  told  his  story,  in  his  ab«H 
rest  of  the  iamDj  made  a  new  ver^on  of  it  to  one  of  their  Deighl«->n. 
shewed  him  such  a  pebble  as  may  any  day  be  picked  up  on  the  s 
Lake  Ontario— the  common  horn  blend— carefully  wrapped  in  coa 
kept  in  a  mysterious  box.  They  said  it  was  by  looking  at  this  stof 
hat,  the  light  excluded,  that  Joseph  discovered  the  plate&  Thk  it  wil 
served,  differs  materially  from  Joseph  s  story  of  the  angeL  It  was  t 
stonf  the  Smiths^  had  used  in  nx>ney  diggings  and  in  some  pretended 
eries  of  stolen  property. 

Long  before  the  Gold  Bible  deonynstration,  the  Smith  fionily  bad  wi 
sinister  object  in  view,  whispered  another  fraud  in  the  ears  of  the  cit 
They  pretended  that  in  digging  for  money,  at  Mormon  HilL  they  came  i 
cheky  three  by  two  feet  in  size,  covered  with  a  dark  colored  stone, 
centre  of  the  stone  was  a  white  spot  about  the  size  of  a  sixpence, 
ing,  thespot  increased  to  the  size  of  a  twenty  four  pound  shot  and  the 
ded  with  a  terrible  noise.     The  chest  vanished  and  all  was  utter  dark 

It  may  be  safely  presumed  that  in  no  other  instance  have  Prophets 
chosen  and  designated  of  angels*  been  quite  as  calculating  and  worldly 
those  of  Stafford  street,  Mormon  Hill,  and  Palmyra.     The  only  bosb 
tract  —  veritable  instrument  in  writing,  that  was  ever  executed  bj 
agents^  has  been  preserved,  and  should  be  among  the  archives  of 
state  of  Utah.     It  is  signed  by  the  Prophet  Joseph  himself  and  n 
by  Oliver  Cowdery,  and  secures  to  Martin  Harris,  one  half  of  the  pro 
the  sale  of  the  Gold  Bible  until  he  was  fullv  reimbursed  in  the  sum  of 
the  cost  of  printing. 

The  after  thought  that  has  been  alluded  to  ;  the  enlarging  of  wij 
tentions  ;  ^as  at  the  sugetstion  of  Sidney  Rigilon,  of  Ohio,  who  n 
appearance,  and  blended  himself  with  the  pot:>rIy  dexised  scheme  d 
ture  about  the  time  the  book  was  Issued  from  the  press.  He  unworti 
the  tide  of  a  Baptist  elder,  but  had  by  &i>me  prodvus  freak,  if  the  a 
rightly  informed,  forfeite»J  his  standing  with  that  r^p?ctahle  nrligi«;ms 
ination.  De^^gninir,  ambitious  an«l  dl4i<;»nesi.  under  the  seniManee  < 
tity  and  assumed  spirituality,  he  was  just  the  man  for  the  uses  of  tlM 
household  and  their  half  dupe  and  half  designing  abetxors  ;  an*i  th 
just  the  fit  instruments  he  desired.  He  beeanje  at  once  the  Hamlet. ' 
a[»prr»j»riately  perhaps,  the  Mai^T^orm  of  the  [»lay.  Like  tlie  veikd  1 
Mokanna,  he  may  be  sup|K)6ed  thus  to  have  s<^»liloquised  :  — 

*•  Ye  too,  believers  o(  'mcrfsUhle  creed?, 
"V^Tiose  faith  enahrincji  the  ni»>D*ters  which  it  breeds ; 
Who  liolder,  even  than  Nimn«d,  think  to  rise 
By  noni^ense  heapcil  on  nonsense  to  the  skies ; 
Te  fihall  have  miracles,  aye.  sound  ones  too. 
Seen,  heard,  attested,  every  thing  but  true. 
Your  preaching  zealoti^  too  inspired  to  «ek 
One  grace  of  meaning  for  the  things  thej 
Your  martjis  mdj  to  died  out  thdr  hkwd 
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Russcil :  all  except  Russell,  Jenks,  J.  Brown.  Fish,  Kickenson.  Bi- 
ker and  Smith,  became  residents  upon  the  purchase.  In  17S9.  Xi- 
than  Conistock,  with  two  sons.  Otis  and  Darius,  and  Robert  Ha'Ja- 
way,  camL*  from  Adams,  Berkshire  county,  JIass. ;  a  part  of  iheo  ty 
the  water  route,  landing  at  Geneva,  with  their  proTisIons,  ar*li 
part  by  land  with  a  horse  and  s^-me  cattle.  \Vhen  the  overiEi: 
party  had  arrived  within  15  miles  of  Seneca  Lake,  they  had  ihe  ti* 
liition  of  a  calf  to  their  sn.all  slock,  which  Otis  Comstock  carriec 
on  his  back,  that  distance.  They  arrived  upon  the  new  |.»mcb». 
built  a  cabin,  cleared  four  acres  of  ground,  and  sowed  it  to  when 
Their  horse  died,  and  they  were  obliged  to  make  a  pack  hone  of 
Darius,  who  went  once  a  week  through  the  woods  to  Geneva. 
he  purchr*.«ed  provisions  and  carried  them  on  his  back,  twenty  mil 
to  their  cabin  in  the  wilderness.  Upon  the  approach  of  winter. 
the  party  returned  to  3Ia5sachu5eit5.  leaving  Otis  Comstock  to  tike 
care  of  t!ie  st«xk  throu:zh  the  wir*ter.  with  no  neighbors  other tbn 
Indians  and  wild  boasts,  nearer  than  Eoughton  Hill  and  Cacaoda- 
mia.  About  thi»  same  perio-.l  of  the  advent  of  the  ComsUxfai 
\athan  AKIrich.  one  of  the  prorrietor^  of  the  townships  came  If 
the  wiiU^r  route,  laftiding  his  provisions  ard  s-^ed  wheat  at  Gearfx 
and  carryinc  them  upon  his  bick  to  iht*  new  purchase :  hecSeir> 
f'i  a  few  acres  of  ground,  sow»^d  it  t^  v.  ht  at  ai:d  relumed  to  MiM" 
arhusetts. 

In  tiie  month  of  February.  1790,  Naihp.ii  Con.st'.xk  and  his  lam 
fiinily.  started  t'roni  Lis  home  in  Adan.<.  accompanied  bv  Xadai 
A!  inch  ::nil  Is  art  c  Harh^tw.iv.  aini  wrre  fallowed  the  dav  after  k» 
.\aihan  H»?rendL'fn.  \il<  <"ii  \V.:l!;:iii.  ar.vihis  two  sons-in-law.  Jo^ 
ua  Ht/rriiiijton  and  J'^liu  MCunber.  The  last  i>artv  overtcckAf 
Ut<i  ;it  (leni'va,  w!>n  :Iie  whul'  icr.ctr;»?»il  iho  u  i!dernes<.  fBabf 
ilitlr  •»'.',  !i  p'ais  a<  th-.y  proco'd-d.  thegre.iter  part  of  the  distaor^ 
:i'.  i  :;:'-:vt'il  at  their  r.ow  IiMmes  in  the  \v!!.l,-rne5«.  on  the  15i  €< 
M  ir. ;..  \:\rr  le;iv!i.L:  W!;iT»--!.»v.!\  ho:h  p:ir:i»-5,  their  women  ml 
liii-.Tt-:.  crtih|.-:^d  out  t.Mch  i/.'^hi  diirip'j  their  tedious  iouroev. aai 
urrivi:..:  iit  ilieir  (!i^stiii:.\ion.  hod  m'«>i  of  iheia  to  erect  tempon? 
h;ilita:;t.:.^.  und  this  at  an  h.i'.cn.-rit  season. 

The  I'  *.'•-•'.'. ill g  are  u.rj  i:amv<  of  all  who  wvre  residents  of  tb* 
n'.'W  t.)wn>h:p  in  1790  :  —  Xalh^u*;  Comstock.  Xalhan  ronisKict  jr- 
Olis  ComstfKjk,  Darius  Comst^xli,  John  Comst«.K?k.  Israel  R«*- 
John  Russeil,  Jo!m  Payne,  Isaac  Hathaway.  Nathan  HereftkeAi 
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Welcome  Ilerendeen,  Joshua  Herrington,  John  M'Cumber,  Nathan 
Aldrich,  Jacob  Smith,  Job  Howland,  Abraham  Lapham,  John  Ran- 
kin, Elijah  Smith,  Levi  Smith,  Annanias  McMillan,  Edward  Dur- 
fee,  Thomas  W.  Larkin,  Silas  Lawrence,  Jonathan  Smith,  Pardon 
Wilcox,  Robert  Hathawny,  Jeremiah  Smith.  But  a  part  of  all 
these  that  were  married  had  brought  in  their  families,  and  most  of 
them  were  unmarried. 

The  only  survivors  of  all  the  above  named,  are  John  Comstock, 
Pardon  Wilcox,  and  Levi  Smith ;  to  the  last  of  whom  the  author 
is  indebted  ior  many  of  his  Pioneer  reminiscences  of  Farmington. 
Joshua  Herendeen  died  last  winter,  at  the  advanced  age  of  over 
90  years. 

Many  of  these  early  Pioneers  were  Friends,  either  by  member- 
ship or  birth  right.  An  early  discipline  of  that  society  was  in  effect, 
(hat  any  of  its  members  contemplating  any  important  enterprise, 
and  especially  that  of  emigration,  must  report  their  intentions  to 
their  meeting  for  consideration  and  advisement.  The  rash  enter- 
prise of  going  away  off  to  the  Genesee  country,  and  settling  down 
among  savages  and  wild  beasts,  was  not  consistent  with  the  kindly 
regard  entertained  by  the  meeting  for  the  Farmington  emigrants; 
consent  was  refused,  and  they  were  formally  disowned.  When  a 
committee  of  the  Friend's  Yearly  Meeting  of  Philadelphia,  attend- 
ed the  Pickering  treaty  at  Canandaigua  in  1794,  they  visited  the 
Friends  of  Farmington,  espoused  their  cause,  interceded  with  the 
meeting  that  had  disowned  them  in  Massachusetts,  which  resulted 
in  their  restoration.  A  meeting  was  soon  after  organized,  the  first, 
and  for  a  long  period,  the  only  one  west  of  Utica.  The  society 
erected  a  meeting  house  in  1804.  Their  early  local  public  Friend, 
or  minister  as  he  would  have  been  called  by  other  orders,  was  Caleb 
M'Cumber.     He  died  last  year  at  an  advanced  age. 

Wheat  was  harvested  in  the  summer  of  1790,  the  product  of 
what  was  sowed  by  the  Comstocks  and  Nathan  Aldrich,  in  the  fall 
previous.  Some  summer  crops  were  raised  in  the  summer  of  '90, 
The  stump  mortar  was  the  principal  dependence  for  preparing 
their  grain  for  bread.  In  the  fall  of  1790,  Joshua  Herendeen,  with 
two  yoke  of  oxen,  made  his  way  through  the  woods  to  Wilder's 
Mills  in  Bristol ;  arriving  late  on  Saturday  night,  the  miller's  wife 
interposed  her  ipsi  dixit,  and  declared  the  mill  should  not  run  on 
Sunday,  "  if  all  Farmington  starved."    This  made  him  a  second 
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journey,  and  it  was  a  w^rk  of  dajs,  as  the  first  had  been.  Thava^ 
the  same  season.  Welcome  Herendeen,  John  MCumber  and  Jona- 
than Smith,  took  grain  up  the  Canandaigua  outlet  and  Lake  to 
Wilder's  Miil.  They  got  but  a  part  of  it  ground,  and  it  bej:  r  ho^ 
in  the  season,  a  part  of  their  grist  lay  over  until  the  next  seaisoa 
Levi  Smith,  in  1791,  then  a  hired  man  of  Nathan  Aidrich  a&d 
A!)raham  Lapham,  carried  grists  upon  two  horses  to  tiie  Fnend'i 
Hill,  in  Jerusalam. 

As  ao  example  of  the  difficulties  and  hardships  that  attended 
emigration  at  that  early  period,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  in  17i^l. 
Jacob  Smith,  with  his  family,  was  thirty  one  days  in  makini!  tbe 
journey  from  Adams,  Mass.,  to  Farniirigton.  Pultin?r  fairiliy  and 
household  furniture  on  l-oard  of  a  boat  at  Schenectadr.  and  diirir'S 
his  stock  through  the  woods,  along  lije  creeks,  nvers,  and  lakes, 
whole  arrived  ai  Swift's  LandlL;:,  bevo  d  which  he  h«Ad  to 
his  road  princifaily,  as  there  Lad  been  Uttle  Intercourse  in  tkat 
direction,  from  the  setileirent  in  Farrnlngton- 

Nathan  Herendeen  hiiiiseif  wiLlered  in  the  new  settlement.  hlfHi 
Welcome  returnir.jr  to  brine  out  the  famijv,  who  came  in  Febmart, 
'91;  and  about  the  faine  tirric  other  cor;s!'ierab!e  additJOLs  woe 
made  to  the  setikmenl,  corisisling  of  the  ftiiiiilles  of  :ho5>  \\l;oiud 
come  in  the  year  before,  and  Lew  adventurers.  Brice.  and  Tunvf 
Aidrich  and  their  farrjilies,  Wiiiiarn  Cody,  Triel  .Smith,  &.rijaizJi 
Lapham,  were  arr:r'rig  the  number.  A  coiisiderable  number  cf 
them  came  in  company,  with  ox  and  horse  team?,  were  twen: 
days  on  the  route,  the  whole  camping  in  the  woods  eight  ni^Ltf 
the  wav. 

w 

The  young  reader,  and  others  who  may  be  ULacquainted 
Pioneer  life,  in  passir.;;  tt.rou^'h  that  now  region  of  weajin  tti 
prosperity,  will  be:  surprised  to  be  told  that  the  founder?  of  many  of 
those  farm  establishments  —  clusters  of  neat  farm  buildingv,  10:- 
rounded  Lv  flocks  :ind  herds,  and  broad  cultivated  fioids  —  in  tfeir 
primitive  advent,  piodded  through  snow  a:id  mud  days  and  weei& 
with  stinted  means;  at  LiL'i'*.  with  their  fiiiniiiti  of  yourp  chijdfca 
clearing  away  the  sr.ow  and  ^  readJLji  their  cols  lj^l  t:.e  sro-jni; 
their  slumbers  oftin  iiilorrLf-ted  by  the  howl  of  the  gr-uni  »>A" 
prowlifij:  around  the.r  carf;pf.r'.s.  Ui.les?  ir.  that  i<»-ja:,!v.  tr«:Tn  liiP 
peculiar  character  of  its  iLhabitants,  better  idess  f»:' r.L'ht  f.«<ii<ioJ 
education  prevails  than  is  usual,  there  are  daugbtera  in  tiioae  auodfli 
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of  comfort  and  luxury  who  shrink  even  from  the  healthful  breeze 
whose  mothers  have  prepared  the  frugal  meal  by  the  winter 
camp-fire,  and  kept  nursery  vigils  where  the  driving  storm  pelted 
her  and  her  household  through  their  frail  covering.  Equally  is 
physical  degeneracy,  the  work  of  but  one  and  two  generations, 
marked  in  the  sons.  There  are  those  in  the  Genesee  country  who 
would  deem  it  a  hardship  to  black  their  own  boots,  harness  their 
own  horse,  or  make  their  own*fires,  whose  fathers  and  grand-fathers 
have  carried  provisions  to  their  families  upon  their  backs  through 
lo»g  dreary  winter  woods  paths.  Sincerely  is  it  to  be  hoped  that 
mental  degeneracy  is  not  keeping  pace  with  all  this,  as  some  ob- 
servers and  theorists  maintain. 

But  we  are  losing  sight  of  the  germ  of  what  became  a  prosperous 
settlement.  The  new  comers  were  soon  in  their  log  cabins,  dotted 
down  in  the  forest,  and  making  openings  about  them  to  let  in  th© 
sun.  Nathan  Comstock  was  regarded  as  surveyor  general  of  roadsr. 
Mounted  upon  his  old  mare,  he  would  strike  off  into  the  woods  in 
diflerent  directions  where  roads  were  needed,  followed  by  axe-men 
and  a  teamster  with  oxen  and  sled.  The  underbrush  would  be  cut, 
logs  cut  and  turned  out  of  the  way,  and  thus  the  beginning  of  a 
road  was  made  to  be  followed  up  gradually,  by  widening  out  to  two 
and  four  rods,  and  bridging  of  streams,  sloughs  and  marshes.  As  an 
evidence  that  they  comnienced  in  earnest  to  subdue  the  wilderness^ 
it  may  be  mentioned  that  there  were  considerable  fields  of  wheat 
sown  in  the  fall  of  1790.  Nathan  Aldrich  having  raisr^d  some 
se?d  wheat  in  that  season,  Welcome  Herendeen  worked  for  him 
thirteen  davs  for  two  and  a  half  bushels,  sowed  it,  and  he  used  to 
tell  the  story  when  he  became  the  owner  of  broad  wheat  fields, 
remarking  that  he  never  had  to  buy  any  after  that.  The  first  set- 
tlers of  Farmington,  bringing  with  them  apple  se^ds,  and  peach 
and  plum  pits,  were  early  fruit  growers  —  soon  had  bearing 
orchards —  and  for  long  years,  the  new  settlers  in  far  off  neighbor- 
hoods, went  there  for  apples,  and  a  real  luxury  they  were  in  primi- 
tive times.  Farmington  and  Bloomfield  cider,  apples,  and  apple 
sauce,  was  an  especial  treat  for  many  years  in  the  backwoods  of 
the  Holland  Purchase.  Some  enterprising  keeper  of  a  log  tavern 
would  push  out  when  sleighing  came,  and  bring  in  a  load.  His  re- 
turn would  be  heralded  over  a  wide  district ;  and  then  tvould  fol- 
low ox  sleds  and  horse  sleigh  ride,  through  wood's  roads,  rude  feasts 
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and  frolics.    The   pampered  appetites  of  the  present  daj 
nothing  of  the  zest  uhich  atteniied  these  simple  luxuries  ihea. 

The  first  marriage  in  Farmirgton.  was  that  of  Otis  Cookstcck)* 
Huldah  Freeman,  at  the  botise  of  Isaac  Hathawav.  in  1792.  Dr 
Atwater,  of  Canandaigua,  officiating.  The  first  birth,  was  that  at 
Welcome  Herendeen,  in  1790,  a  son  of  Joshua  Ilerendeen.  wbo  bcv 
resides  in  3Iichigar..  As  a  specimen  of  this  first  pr^aciko.  k 
may  be  mentioned  that  his  weight  is  now  said  to  be  35'>  pnoaiSL 
The  first  death  of  an  adult,  was  that  of  Elijuh  Smith,  in  1793. 

The  first  frame  building  was  erected  bv  Joseph  Smith  and  Jines 
D.  Fish  of  Canandaigua,  for  an  ashery,  on  the  farm  of  Wefeoae 
Heren Jeen.  The  first  framed  bam  was  built  bv  Annanias  3ic3li> 
Ian,  for  Isaac  Hathawav.  in  1793;  and  the  sanr^  vear.  31cM2aa 
buill  a  small  framed  grist  mill  on  Ganargwa  Creek,  within  the  ton- 
ship,  for  Jacob  and  Joseph  Smith.  Settlers  have  been  knowm  3o 
come  fortv  miles  to  this  mill,  'i'he  iiTeck  of  it  is  now  stasdiat 
The  first  saw  mill  was  built  by  Jacob  and  Josep>h  Smith,  in  1TS& 
The  first  physician  in  Farmington.  was  Dr.  Ste(*hen  Aldndse.  firs 
Uxbridge,  Mass.  He  died  about  fifteen  years  since,  alterajooff 
and  useful  career,  both  in  his  protessioc  and  as  a  citizen. 

Almos:  the  whole  to'.vn  of  FarmiLzton  was  se'.tkd  bv  eraimett 
from  Aiiams,  in  that  same  countv  of  Berkihire  ihit  has  been* 
prolific  a  hive,  sending  out  iis  swarm:!  r.ot  on^y  h*re.  bu:  to  aHov 
western  States  and  territories.  The  i«x:ai  histor  an  hrre  and  «t 
the  west,  has  often  to  querj-  with  h:n;5eif  as  xo  wheihrr  there  cocii 
be  anv  bodv  left  in  Berkshire?  It  woui-i  seem  that  wrencew 
fields  of  enterprise  were  oj'^ned.  new  rec!"r5  were  to  Le  stibcaed 
t3  tr.e  us?s  of  civilize  tier.,  leirions  went  ou:  :.'orr.  its  rrxountaira.  iJi!M 
and  valievs  —  cot  ^o:  arrned  rnen* — but  of  the  btst  of  mater:^ 
for  the  work  that  lay  before  them.  Berksi.ire  — a  sir.cle  coooty  rf 
Ktrw  Er.gland  —  it  may  almost  be  said,  tas  been  the  nio:her  of  c» 
pires. 

In  :he  histo.^  of  a  wide  region  of  unparalelled  success  and  pc* 
perity,  i.o  where  has  it  been  so  uriir'orm  as  in  tr.e  t*.un  c:  Farmaf- 
Ion.  The  icwn  was  sron  farm r J  out  bv  the  oriirinrii  rro:»riei 
and  Oi  L.I  the  purchasers,  but  one  fa::ed  to  z^  ;i  f.-?rTr:r»ce:.t  cil 
z:A  pav  lor  his  land.  The  wbusome  cisc  i-iiie  ar.i  e^airrferf 
the  S.ciety  of  F.-ivn«is  prefervta  .t  jofii  I'r.e  erft'C's  ^^f  ac  carr 
profuse  use  of  spirituous  liquors,  so  destructive  to  ear.y  prosperity 
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in  other  localities ;  while  the  fruits  and  example  of  their  proverbial 
industry  and  economy,  gave  the  town  the  pre-eminence  that  it  has 
acquired. 

The  first  town  meeting  of  the  "  District  of  Farmington  "  was  held 
at  the  house  of  Nathan  Aldrich,  in  1797 ;  meeting  was  opened  and 
superintended  by  Piiineas  Bates,  Esq.,  when  Jared  Comstock  wae 
chosen  Supervisor,  and  Isaac  Hathaway  town  clerk.  Other  town 
ofBcers :  7- Joseph  Smith,  Nathan  Herendeen,  Jonathan  Smith, 
Otis  Comstock,  Asa  Wilmarth,  John  MXouth,  Isaac  Hathaway, 
Arthur  Power,  Sharon  Booth,  Joab  Gillett,  Gilbert  Buck,  Benjamin 
Peters,  Job  Howland,  Welcome  Herendeen,  Turner  Aldricli,  Gid- 
eon Pa^ne,  Joshua  Van  Fleet,  Jacob  Smith. 

It  was  voted  that  $10  be  paid  for  the  scalp  of  each  wolf  killed 
in  town.  Fifty  dollars  was  raised  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
Town.  The  meeting  was  adjourned  to  be  held  next  year  at  the 
house  of  Nathan  Herendeen. 


PHELPS. 


John  Decker  Robinson,  from  Claverack,  Columbia  co.,  and 
Nathaniel  Sanborn,  were  among  those  who  came  to  the  Genesee 
country  about  the  time  of  the  Phelps  and  Gorham  treaty.  Mr.  San- 
bom  was  employed  by  Mr,  Phelps  to  take  charge  of  a  drove  of 
cattle  that  he  intended  for  beef,  to  distribute  among  the  Indians  at 


NoTK. —  The  family  of  Comstockft  were  fn^in  Rhode  Tgland,  and  had  been  Pioneers 
in  Borkifhire  before  their  adxunt  to  the  (jiciie8tie  country.  New  Eneland  could  hardlj 
hare  sent  better  niateiialH  t«>  this  region  ;  or  a  fiimily  tljat  would  liave  proved  mora 
WofuL  At  the  period  of  emiffratiun,  the  old  Pioneer  and  patroon  of  new  settlemont^ 
had  aiz  sodh  :  —  Otifi,  Darius,  Josejih.  Jared,  Natlian  and  John.  Nathan  was  the  Pio* 
at  Lockport,  baring  settled  tncre  in  the  wildcmesrt  Hoveral  years  before  the  canal 
constructed.     Jowph,  Jared  and  Darius  went  tlicni  aa  soon  as  the  canal  was  loca- 


ted, and  became  Uie  proprietors  of  a  largo  portion  of  the  Hitc  of  the  present  Upp«r 
Town,  and  the  Lower  Town  ha«  grown  u[)  ])rincipallv  upon  the  original  farm  of  Nathan. 
Darius  was  a  large  contractor  upon  the  Mountain  Ridge,  and  soon  after  the  canal  was 
complctiod  bocarao  a  Pioneer  near  the  present  villngt;  of  Adrian  Michigan.  A  part  of 
the  site  of  the  villagt^  of  Adrian  was  upon  his  purchase,  and  his  son,  Addison  J .  Com- 


igan, 

who  was  an  early  law  student  in  Canan(hLi;^ua,  and  now  resides  upon  »fami  near  Ad- 
rian, Michigan.  The  descendants  in  tiie  second  and  third  decree  are  very  numerou^ 
their  residences  being  now  ])rincipally  in  Michigan.  The  wife  of  Asa  B.  Smith  of 
Farmington,  is  a  daughter  of  Darius.  The  late  Margaret  Snell,  of  Union  Springy 
«  daughter  of  Joeeph. 
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the  treaty.  As  soon  ss  land  sales  commenced.  Mr.  Robinsoa  boogk 
lot  No.  14,  T.  11.  R.  L  (Phe'ips)  on  the  Canar.dalgna  ou'Jet,  in  ?«»• 
meal  for  which  he  erected  :?r  Phv!:-5  and  G.rh--.-n.  (r-anlv  oc  job 
and  parily  framed.)  ihe  building  that  w:^  used  as  the  rrlmiuve  Im: 
office,  and  for  the  residence  of  the  agent  of  Mr.  Walker,  fc  xa 
qning  of  17^9,  he  put  his  family  and  q<y'>ls  on  board  a  b-tteia  s: 
Schenectadv  and  landed  them  ai  ihelr  new  home  in  the  tben  «ii»- 
ness.  Raisir.E:  a  cloth  tent  th?v  brouzht  with  them,  the  fastfr 
were  sheltered  under  that  untH  a  loj  cabin  was  erected.  Xii^  din 
after  their  arrival  thev  were  joined  bv  Pierce  and   Ellha 

Nathaniel  Sanborn  and  his  brother-in-law, GouJd.  who 

eJ  with  ihenj  a  few  m-.»nth?.  cleared  a  few  acres  on  an  aijo:r.":ng  bt 
built  shantees,  and  returned  to  Sufn  :!d  in  the  fall,  leavlaz  the  Rdv 
inson  faniilv  to  spend  the  winter  eizht  miles  from  their  ueiiiK 
Deishtor.  Mr.  Robinson  opened  a  public  house  as  soon  as  '93.crl 
His  location  was  E'.ist  Vier.na  :  en.bracinir  some  va^uaWe  m"I  wem 
on  Piit-t  creek  and  Can-iiidaizua  ou'JeL  He  wasoi^e  oftbe  bmB 
enterprising  of  the  early  Pioneers.  His  son  Harry  was  Uie  fas 
male  child  bom  in  Phelj^s:  another  son,  Henry,  IL  resides  ii 
Lima. 

Following  the  lea i  *>:  Robinson  and  the  Grangers.  »n  1791, 
ThadJeus  0:iks,  Seih  Dean,  Oliver  and  Charles  Humj^hrey. 
Elias  Dickinson. 

Jonathan  Oiks  wi>  the  i-ri.T.itive  izir.iiicd.  errctir.z  -s  et-r 
'W  the  large  framed  tjvem  h.'U??.  Lt  0;.k  5  Coners.  l":ou:  the 
ume  th.1t  Mr.  W.;;i«:::j^r.  er:c::i  i^i^  H-.'t.i  '^:  Grr-.va,  Iirai 
wonder  :n  earlv  -i.iv?.  :»re:i:.j  -j:-  in  a  rfj  :■::  •.  f  i- -J  r.i-usc^  ::w 
an  ar.stocratlc  !>•■;.  ..:;i  *>  er-terr-risirg  :""'ur.der  wa?  r-ranied* 
pashing  thii  g$  Ijlt  l*-.}.:.!  ihvlz  :i::.e.  It  was  ti'ie  ier^.n 
tavern  house  we^t  r/  ii'?-.ev3.  :iTii  w::^-?.  tuii:,  t.hrre  TTis  p^.! 
not  hall*  a  doxen  :ran  ei  :  'jiii.rr>  .f  aiv  r.\.L  vies:  of  that  jocaiJr. 

*\:-rk:^i  throujho-t  New  Erritl  I:  is  v.:  st^r.ciij  isi 
I  iiNi  i>  a  :aT.^r:.  :n  a  rrvttv  _-..  /  i-_:e  :f  :.-v>. rT^:i,.L.  Mr.  C^ 
d ir-d  * n  1  >04 .  -e a V ir. j  -«  :..>>-? :e = r -r  r. i«  > : '.  Tr.  j  -i i-.  us.  w't. :•  hai 
nvamevi  a  j:ra:*d-dauj'".:cr  .«:"  E..i>  D:k  :.>.!..  The  f^ir-er  cvax 
at  5»l'*  ei-'>  2  j>:ri.>d.  the  niTT^e  :*  T.^-J  i*  uf  OJls  :s  jrlt.-.-^;^!^ 
b^r^d^ti  n  the  remir.isrfr.r-^?  of  :ne  .i'.er  P  •irr*  ;»:r  :c  H*  died 
itt   1*^1  at  ihe  ag^  of  50  yetr? .  iz.  oz^j  siltxiX'^  kjo,  X^B 
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Oaks,  a  worthy  representative  of  his  Pioneer  ancestors,  inherits  the 
fine  estate,  the  fruit  of  his  grand-father  and  father's  early  enterprise. 
He  is  the  P.  M.  at  Oaks'  Corners ;  his  wife,  the  daughter  of  Truman 
Heminway  Esq.,  of  Palmyra  ;  a  sister,  is  the  wife  of  Leman  Hotch- 
kiss,  Esq.  of  Vienna. 

As  early  as  1816,  the  lessees  of  the  Oaks'  stand,  were  Joel  and 
Levi  Thayer,  now  of  Buffalo.  About  this  period,  the  long  celebra- 
ted Race  Course,  was  established  upon  the  broad  sweep  of  level 
ground,  upon  the  Oaks  farm,  which  passengers  may  observe  from 
the  cars,  in  the  rear  of  the  church.  For  vears,  it  was  a  famous 
gathering  place  for  sportsmen,  and  amateur  sportsmen ;  race  horses 
came  to  it  from  the  south,  and  from  Long  Island  and  New  Jersey. 
The  annual  gatherings  there,  were  to  western  New  York,  in  a 
measure,  what  the  State  Fairs  now  are  to  the  whole  State. 

Philetus  Swift,  a  brother  of  John  Swift,  of  Palmyra,  was  in 
Phelps  as  early  as  '91.  He  w-as  an  early  representative  of  Ontario, 
in  Assembly  and  Senate;  in  anticipation  of  the  war  of  1812,  hold- 
ing the  rank  of  Col.,  he  was  ordered,  with  a  regiment  of  volunteers, 
to  march  to  the  Niagara  Frontier,  and  was  with  his  regiment  at 
Black  Rock,  when  war  was  declared.  He  died  in  1820.  He  left 
no  sons ;  an  only  daughter  by  a  second  marriage,  is  wife  of  Alexis 
Russel,  of  Webster,  Monroe  co. 

Seth  Dean,  was  the  Pioneer  upon  the  site  of  the  present  village 
rf  Vienna,  building  a  primitive  grist  and  saw  niill,  upon  Flint  creek. 
His  mill  was  raised  by  himself  and  his  son  Isaac ;  they  being  unable 
to  procure  any  help.  The  Pioneer  died  in  early  years ;  his  son 
Isaac  resides  in  Adrian,  Michigan,  is  the  father-in-law  of  Addison 
J.  Comslock,  one  of  the  founders  of  the  village  of  Adrian.  Mrs. 
Wells  Whitmore,  of  Vienna,  is  a  daughter  of  Seth  Dean.  Walter 
Dean,  a  brother  of  Seth,  came  in  at  a  later  period.  He  was  the 
father  of  L.  Q.  C.  Dean.  A  daughter  of  his  married  Dr.  Isaac 
Smith,  of  Lockport,  deceased,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  David  Thomas, 
of  Cayuga. 

The  first  merchant  in  Phelps,  was  John  R.  Green,  an  English 


Note. — Mm  Dean,  it  ir  prcsuincHl,  put  the  first  cheese  to  preas  in  the  Ocncsee  conn- 
tiy ;  and  'thereby  haniars  a  tale" — or,  a  boar  story.  It  waa  in  one  of  the  old  foahioned, 
ont  door  presees ;  a  bear  came  at  night,  and  entirely  doToured  j.t^  as  his  tracks  and  the 
WBpty  cfaeaMCinb,  bore  wiuoa& 
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man,  locate J  at  Oaks*  Comery.  Leman  Hotohkifs  acd  DxtS:  Xr 
Xcil,  were  ihe  first  merchjEts  ia  Vier^aa  :  a  f  rns  of  ir.sch  e^ierroK. 
oommandlnp.  for  a  long  period,  the  trade  t  f  a  wiie  regiocL  Hrjs- 
kiss,  was  the  hro:hrr  of  :he  laie  Judre  H.'.chklss,  of  ]>nr<ciL 
He  died  \t.  1S22.  Hs  ^si-ow  is  n:wM:s.  Jc.l??:- art:*,  cf  V^caa 
Hiram,  **:  Lyorif.  asd  Le.T.ir.  B.  of  Vier-^ix  are  i.is  s.:t *.  McXtl 
was  the  first  P.  M.  ir^  P^elr-s.  a:»r<.'!:.:ed  ir.  1>0J.  he  Lel-i  "iie  ciaor 
UQtil  his  death,  ia  1S41.  He  died  chiidless:  his  w^iow  rurrlT**.! 
resident  of  Vienna . 

Dr.  Joel  Pr:50o:-  wis  the  earlv  rhvsiclan.     He  was  as 

m  M  m 

superv  isoT  of  iLe  t.jwn.  aE.d  :or  s^ver^i  years  chainriii:  of  ihee 
of  supierris-^rs  of  0«t-^o.     He  died  G-ri::z  'J;?  w^r  of  l$it:a 
son  of  his.  Li/.v  PrescoiL  r:?cei.*Jv  died  ir.  Geneva:  Ci^jilecf  » 
came  :h?  wives  oi  Owe^  EisiOnsioL.  of  Vier.ia.  ai.i  Jzzx*  Lm- 
row,  of  Seneca  c^iaLtv.         , 

Elder  Soicu-.rr.  Go;«ii!e.  W2s  the  f.rst  resiier.:  ir.:a}#ter  ir. 
preach  :.::  in  sch-x*;  and  pivate  h>uses-     The  first  org-atiaici 
was  a!  Ojk>'  Corners —  Prrs':--.  terian  —  the  ouicii:ir.z  ?*^>-><J^  ^ 
Rev.  Joz^athan  Powell  a   Welchman:  whD  si-ii  stirviT^jL  aae  s 
settled  over  a  Welch  c.cjre ration  in  Ohi-  • :  a  c.'Ai.d-<:assi:er. 
Reese,  -a  as  a  7»:^tc>?.  \\:.-yse  earlv  en"j.s::L5  :-rrtrir^i  ir.  ti'ii 

*  •  mm 

ra  R^j:?:er.  :.-    ISIO.    CO:  a  s^'.-rof  r.:r5.   5  Mrs   Dal>j  l^s: 

of  Pol  :i\j  ri-     Tr.  e  c  r. ureh  at  OA  i "  Cor: .  ■ ;  •;.  -v  1 5  :  .  e  scc-c-^  aoi: 
west  of  Ser.eca  L:ik-.-.  ::..it  of  Eiit  L!.-  :r..i-.l  i  ::.>  £rfi     I: 
erected  in  2S04.  : u:  r.-.t  fi.-lihe'i  u'Vl  l^U.     H^t.:^  Lrre- b 
a!ir.'>?t  a  v.re.ik.  Vy  ;&  vr,:e  L»f  tiv:*?^?  i:.::ref=:'.-i.  it  -.^is  z.vr-  ii.« 
of  Col.  Cr^t.  who  fr.>?tred  sa'rKcrlv.i '•:.>.   a:.:  r<r-:-<:  re-«?L  »    I 
availsrf  whic::.  r:..:e  Th::.  r:::  f-.r  its  c::.  ;  ••.    r.      T..i.ie.3  A« 
gave  :r,e  crour,d.  arid  $!.•  00  \:  liars  '.:.  l  : ..:.  ;..  irf.re  :l  ^Ris 
ed.     Vionna  an^  Ouk^'  C^-.-Ler.-.  were •::!::.:.....-.-  cj-.rtUti'TS  f:c 
location. 

Joriarhan  M?!v:n  was  in  as  rarlv  as  '9^  :  :^r  :-e:t:r  c5"  this 
F-^r.e^rv  h:-   :.;rch'i>e-i  ?00  L-ire?  •■:"  li:. :  :.:  v...i:  1*  kn<' 
*■  M-i- .  V  .r.  H . . .. ' *     W  . th  srr. r  V  r:. .  :ir. 5.  an  i  :  y  e-  x'  -1  -r  i  :,  1  -r 
pr.sr  r.e  s-v:.  li:  Ir-.-je  It.:  r  "..:•■*• -i   r:-  '.  ?    -      1-.  i  :  i^ 
for  new  c^-;  -s      H?  r::  :  ::.    ^  In  r,:.  o:.r.y  =i  y  :  .  \V    :  vi 
he  w-is  a  '.■-.rz-r  I'ln::.  lier      Af:vr  £c:-n  •-  .:>  j  :.  1  :je  eftiif.* 
eniorse:,  \';;Ci".e  trr.:.i'ri?«^d.  Lrd   f :.l.  y  >u:>  ^:  i  .:.   r.s  1^*» 
jreaw,  upon  a  Revolutionary  pension.     He  d;ed  *:<;t  a  &i 


1 
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since,  at  an  advanced  age.*    His  son,  Jonathan  Melvin,  now  resides 
upon  the  old  homestead. 

Wells  Whitmore  came  in  with  Jonathan  Oaks ;  married  a  daugh- 
ter of  Seth  Dean ;  his  son  Barnet,  resides  in  Georgia,  and  Mrs. 
Norton,  of  "Vienna,  is  a  daughter. 

John  and  Patrick  Burnett,  brothers,  came  in  1795;  Patrick  left 
in  a  few  years;  Ji)hn  became  a  prominent  citizen.  He  held  a 
Captain's  commission  in  the  Revolution.  Wm.  Burnett,  his  son, 
was  an  early  supervisor,  magistrate,  and  attained  the  rank  of  Brig. 
Gen.  of  militia.  He  was  in  service  on  the  Niagara  frontier  in  1818, 
and  commanded  the  volunteer  force,  called  out  to  repel  the  British 
invaders  at  Sodus.  Ho  died  in  1826;  William  Burnett,  of  Ann 
Arbor,  is  his  son ;  Mrs.  Benjamin  Hartwell,  and  Mrs.  Bainbridge  of 
Phelpa,  are  his  daughters. 

Cornelius  Westfall  came  in  '95 ;  purchased  500  acres  of  land ; 
died  in  1832.  His  only  son,  Jacob,  a  Captain  of  a  company  of 
riflemen,  was  killed  in  Queenston  battle. 

Elijah  Gates,  came  in  '95 ;  died  in  1835 :  his  sons  Seth  and  Dan- 
ielf  reside  at  the  old  homestead. 

Oliver  Humphrey,  one  of  the  earliest,  died  in  1838;  was  a  Major 
of  Militia.  His  son  Hugh  Humphrey,  lives  at  the  old  homestead. 
Hb  brother  Charles,  who  came  in  with  him,  died  a  few  years  since ; 
his  son  John,  resides  upon  the  homestead. 

Lodowick  Vandermark,  came  in  '94  ;  erected  one  of  the  earliest 
saw  mills  on  the  outlet.  He  died  just  previous  to  the  war  of  1812 ; 
Frederick  and  William,  of  Phelps,  are  his  sons.  His  brother  Joseph, 
who  came  in  with  him,  died  in  1810. 

Deacon  Jessee  Warner,  one  of  the  earliest,  located  on  site  of 
▼illnge  of  Orleans ;  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  churches  at 
Orleans  and  Melvin  Hill.  He  died  in  1835;  John  Warner  of  Or- 
leans, is  his  son. 

Solomon  Warner  was  in  Geneva  as  early  as  '88.  He  located 
near,  and  afterwards  became  the  purchaser  of  a  part  of  the  Old 
Castle  tract,  which  he  .sold  to  Jonathan  Whitnev.  His  wife  was  a 
daughter  of  Jonathan  Oaks.  He  died  in  1813;  two  of  his  sons 
reside  in  Michigan,  and  two  at  the  homestead  ^  daughters  became 

^- —         _  I        _  -  —  _^ 

•  In  pnnBingtlio  Old  Castle,  in  an  early  'lay,  he  pickc.I  up  an  apple,  and  wns  told  to 
hjr  it  a<>wn.  "You  nnw^be  mean  "  said  ho'  "to  oegrndgo  a  neigbor  an  apple;  1  will 
plant  100  trecH  next  year  for  the  nubile."  He  was  as  good  as  his  word ;  tuo  trees  are 
Bow  staodiog  along  the  road,  on  nis  old  farm. 
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the  u  ive«  of  Cenhi?  Shek?!!<.  Alfrerl  H»ker,  W-niam  Joae«. 
Wm.  Pai:on.     Ili^  ?->n  L-ic  u=.  -low  oj  veirs  of  a*r?,  resiifs  iz'ie 
hous':  h!«  father  built  in  '^9.  ar.d  :n  which  h?  was  bora. 

Col.  Eiias  D:c»:ir:=  n.  ory?  of  th^  orirrii!  purchasers  of  I%eV«.  ▼« 
from  C"r;«'av.  Mns?.  H?  died  in  1S04.  or  '5.  His  ^-?a  C^':t. 
was  ki:!ed  i::  ra:«ir2  the  church  at  Oaks*  Corr.er?.  in  1S04  :  Sirra^ 
Dickir.?'^n.  rhe  eminent  f  rinter  ar.d  pnll.sher.  of  Boston-  wa?  2  *-^ 
of  Coltnn  D:ckir:>orj :  he  was  an  apprentice  of  EJiss  Hn!l  of  G^ 
neva.  Another  son  of  the  o'd  Pior.eer.  was  the  fonnder  of  ^ 
lanre  miiis  of  Vier:na.     He  died  in  earlv  vears. 

Co!.  E!ia5  Cost  wa«  a  native  of  Frederick  ca,  MarvTanA  1  s?: 
of  Jacob  Cost :  a  sifter  of  his.  was  the  mother  of  Wm.  Co»!  J^fc- 
son.  At  the  acre  of  21  vear?.  in  1799.  in  coT:r3r,v  w:!h  Ber^ 
Shekel,  aivl  .Vhraham  Simmer.?,  he  caire  to  the  Gene*pe 
The  T'artv  travelled  on  hor«e:  ack.  comir.::  in  via  Mr.  W:J!:ani5?c* 
Northurriberhr.J  Road:  T:ron  40  miles  of  which,  there  was. 4a 
but  ore  f.^us':* ;  sv.pp-..i  at  the  Gerjeva  Hote',  and  cor.imwd  « 
through  th?  wrwjds  to  Sodus.  where  ihev  found  Mr.  WifiiamsoL 
JaC'b  \V.  Hallvtt.  and  James  Ree>e.  Tne  vounir  adventarwrfcii 
left  iheir  horses  at  Oaks*  tavern,  and  arriving  at  the  outlet  a:  L»- 

ons.  were  rvrri*^-!  overur<"»n  the  b^ck  ''•f  a  syuX  iackw-xifTmi* 

• 

ihe  name  of  Hui.n.     Shek?;?  sn  i  Simrn'^r.?.  b"»u2ht  br.d  at  AeSrf- 
phur  SprincTa.     The  |  arty  returned  :•  M  :r}land.     The  next  sms 
CcJ.  C\«<t  c :i TT. e  nut  a r: d  pure h 't- e  i  hrA  r:f- ar  C>ak s '  Come rs- 
he  ha«  resided  *"«ir  half  a  cenTur\\     He  i-  r^'W  7C  vtf^irs  of  tre 
mav  a!T.o>t  h.;*  saiii  l^  be  r-b-j.-t  in  hir.'th:  hi>  rrr:  i  retai-.irri^ 
v-j-'-r  ar  i  e':i-*i?:"v  :  •■».  ?>?>«:::  tr?  fr.e  «xr:al  r'j'j'!t>«.  r-eca'A'** 
his  native  reiri^'n.     His  fir?t  wife  wa?  ih^-  da'jz^ter  of  Car*!.  ShefceLs. 
After  her  dearh  he  marriH  the  widow  of  Thaddeus  Oak?,  ard 
the  landlord  of  the  Oaks'  «!ai;d  for  f -urteen  vta  ?.     His  d-^cr^.t 
the  frui->  ri  hi?  first  marr:a::e.  becarre  li.e  wive?  of  Thomas  Job- 
son.  of  .Marvlan-i.  and  Lvnh^m  J.  Bed-^r-e.  a  sr-n  r.f  J.ihn  Beddce 
of  ^  a  If?  c ».     An  unm  married   da»i:jh!er  whose  mother  was  Hrt 
C>aks.  S'jni-iie?  the  place  oi  her  m^*!  e  .  (wJ-k*  died  recent? v.)  it  ^5 
hospitar-'e  mansion.     Col.  Cr-st  was  up'-*n  t^e  fror,Tier  in  ti>e  xn:  'f 
181*J.  a  voliint'»er.  with  the  C'mmissinn  "f  CaT>tr;ir.  in  the  re^^T.fit  "^ 
Co!.  Micih  Brx'k?.  was  at  tlie  s'-«rtie  of  Fori  Erie  ;  ^^as  a  njea^be: 
of  A^seriibiv  fron  Ontario,  in  IS46. 


>\'':i  — C  ..  C--*^  -J-t  J  ;i:  A^tu  1i*l  vLllft  lii*  "ruri  wj 
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Benjamin  Shakell,  whos3  advent  is  nientioDod  in  connection  with 
Col.  Cost,  died  in  1818.  His  son  Richard  resides  in  IIop3well ;  a 
daughter,  is  Mrs.  Stephens  of  Hopewell.  Samuel  Shekell  came  in 
1803 ;  died  in  182G  ;  his  son  Thomas  in  1804,  and  opened  a  store 
at  Clifton  Springs ;  returning  to  Maryland  in  a  few  years ;  another 
son,  Jacob  M.,  resides  near  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan  ;  another,  John,  in 
Waterloo;  another,  Cephas,  in  Milwaukee.  His  daughters  became 
the  wives  of  Col.  Elias  Cost,  Major  \Vm.  Howe  Cuyler,  Alexander 
Howard,  and  Andrew  Dorsey,  of  Lyons.  The  Shekells  were  trom 
Bladensburg,  Maryland. 

William  Hildreth  was  ah  early  merchant  and  distiller ;  was  a 
Supervisor  of  the  town,  and  a  member  of  the  legislature.  He 
erected  mills  on  Flint  Creek,  was  a  large  farmer,  and  in  all,  a  man 
of  extraordinary  enterprise,  carrying  on  for  many  years  an  exten- 
Bive  business.  He  died  in  1838  ;  his  widow  survives.  His  sons, 
William  and  Spencer,  reside  in  Vienna. 

Eleazor,  Cephas  and  Joseph  Hawks,  were  early  settlers  in  Vienna. 
Cephas  Hawks,  just  previous  to  the  war,  erected  a  large  woolen 
factory  at  White  Springs,  on  the  Nicholas  (now  Mrs.  L^^e's)  farm, 
near  Geneva  ;  bought  the  fine  wool  of  the  Wadsworths ;  sold  cloth 
at  from  85  to  812  per  yard  ;  made  money  rapidly ;  but  low  prices 
and  consequent  failure  succeeded  after  the  war.  He  emigrated  to 
Michigan.     Benjamin  F.  Hawks,  of  Vienna,  is  a  son  of  Eleazor. 

Luther  Root  was  the  first  clothier  in  Phelps ;  he  died  25  years 
since ;  his  widow  and  sons  are  residents  of  Vienna. 

The  town  of  Phelps  was  first  the  ** District  of  Sullivan;"  the 
first  town  meeting  was  held  at  the  house  of  Jonathan  Oaks,  in  1796. 
Jonathan  Oaks  was  chosen  Supervisor,  Solomon  Goodale,  Town 
Clerk.  Other  town  oflTicers :  —  Joel  Prescott,  Philctus  Swift,  Pierce 
Granger,  Cornelius  West  fall,  Abraham  F.  Spurr,  Chas.  Humphrey, 
Elijah  Gates,  Augustus  Dickinson,  John  Patton,  Wells  Whitmore, 
Jonathan  Melvin,  Oliver  Humphrey,  Patrick  Burnett,  Je?se  Warner, 
Oliver  Humphrey,  Philetus  Swift,  Augustus  Dickinson,  Joel  Prescott, 
Oliver  Humphrey,  Solomon  Goodale. 

A  "gratuity  of  four  pounds"  was  voted  for  "every  wolFs  head 
that  9hall  be  killed  in  this  district  by  an  inhabitant  thereof.'' 

At  a  court  of  special  sessions  of  Ontario  county,  in  June,  1796, 
name  was  changed  to  "Disttict  of  Phelps." 

In  February,  1707,  a  special  town  meeting  was  called  "for  the 
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purpose  of  establishing  some  regulations  in  reference  to  schook' 
After  the  town  had  assumed  his  name,  Mr.  Phelps  gave  an  eDttr 
tainment  at  Oaks'  Tavern,  and  a  jorial  time  the  backwoodsma 
had  of  it,  as  but  few  of  them  live  to  recollect. 


GENEVA- 


While  the  Pioneer  events  we  have  been  recording,  were  eoiix 
on  in  other  localities,  the  little  village  of  Kanadesaga,  at  the  for^t  oi 
Seneca  Lake,  had  been  going  a  head  under  the  auspicei:  of  Reed 
and  Ryckman.  and  the  Lessees.  In  the  compromise  with  Phelps 
and  Gorham,  the  Lessees  had  come  in  possession  of  township*  fi. 7. 
and  8.  in  the  1st  Range,  and  9  in  the  2d.  These  townships  were 
deeded  to  the  Lessees  under  the  name  of  the  **  New  York  Coos- 
pany  ;"  and  a  fifth  township  (So.  9  in  the  1st.)  was  deeded  to 
"  Benton  and  Livingston."  *  -  In  the  fall  of  17S8,"  says  a  roaiitt- 
script  in  the  author's  possession,  *'  number  8  was  divided  into  htL 
and  balloted  for  at  Geneva ;  Bv^^njamWi  Barton,  sen.,  at  that  tine 
being  assent  for  the  Niagara  (or  Canada)  Company,  drew  the  duie- 
ber  of  lots  assigned  to  them  :  and  .Me^^jsrs.  Benton  and  BinlsalL 
being  present,  drew  for  themselves  and  associates."  f 

In  the  fall  of  1783,  about  th.»  tim.^  that  th?  Pioneer  moveroec'J 
were  making  at  Canandaigua,  Gen?va  had  become  a  pretty  bn?l 
place  ;  the  focus  of  speculators,  explorers,  the  Lessee  Company  arJ 
their  agents  ;  and  tlie  principal  seat  of  the  Iiuiian  trade  lor  a  w.i!e 
rejiion.  Horatio  Jones  was  liviiifr  in  a  lo:i  house  covered  w'.ib 
bark,  on  the  bank  of  the  Lake,  and  had  a  .<mull  st«>ck  of  CvV^JsW 
the  Indian  trade ;  Asa  Ransom  (the  afterwards  Pioneer  at  B'J[io 


•  But  the  fii'.ir  tiwnsliiite*  wen'  ini'Iu:.i<\l  in  tlio  coinjmii.i-v,  R.-iit.in  ar.J  Linr^^s* 
were  pn»msrn.'nT  Bin«>?i'jf  tlie  LoA-i.H's:  .iril  i-.tiur  .ic|".irii.l  i\\j  iifih  t«'Wi.ehip  bT  fC^ 
rhase.  or  ii  Was  a  U>uu8  to  tlivru  iciivi.ij;:lly,  for  lit  ir  :^:<  :ioy  in  v.iWtiaj;  thf  f^'a^ 

t  The  autlior  hnji  in  his  pwA'f'5*nii  th-  on  rirml  «lnf:  •  f  \h'<  1  *u  ry  <.*!^«'?ne,  ^'"Jj  t^f 
Damw  (if  all  whudrt^vc  loti*  —  ovrr  ;.u  Iiun  In'J — :i':'.i  7h  •  n.  niii.n«  ».f  iho  I't*  ifc^' 
fercrally  ilrt-w.  I'hv  W.ahtv  Kii  I  ti«l»f  r*  :h  •  "t^wii  «'f  G  •..  \n.  ;v:..i  vi-Ji.tv  ibtreoi" 
Either  the  vilbjji*  «»f  ( m-va  t' at  l:i  1  h.  i  m  lui-l  •  ii;  )>/  K^rl  r.r..|  \vi-\nufl  "» 
in<rrpfd  with  the  laruls  if  thf  l«'*'^»t  s.  or  thev  Irj.i  o-.t  :i  x^Trs^i-  i  |-rii  th*  L:*» 
chore.  op|xwite  T.  >.  .v  .a  h  s]  a  •  h  -1  Icr  unw  p.  *  Immti  I  :.*»  .  *;  I  a  •  1  -^-  \vV*  wbA 
exiU-ntlv  imart  a  %':il;i  r.-  lot  :  n-.l  r.  fa  y.i  I  r.  I.- ts  ".  r*  tlTiWii  n*  the  riwc  if 
"SfcM'tit  CiK."  "Simii!  Sir.v.\"  -St  e  r  :i  ■!  n  \ot"  *  .1.  hi  HutK.V  and  l-v  iS 
t2ra  DicmbcTB  of  the  >'cw  Ya-kand  Caucda  jotr.t  LifAij  Cjiupaniej. 
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and  Ransom's  Grove,)  occupied  a  hut,  and  was  manufacturing 
Indian  trinkets;  Lark  Jennings  had  a  log  tavern  on  the  haiik  of 
the  Lake ;  the  Lessee  Company  had  a  framed  tavern  and  trading 
establishment,  covered  with  bark,  on  the  Lake  shore,  "  near  where 
the  bluff  approaches  the  Lake,"  which  was  occupied  by  Dr.  Ben- 
ton. There  was  a  cluster  of  log  houses  all  along  on  the  low  ground 
near  the  Lake  shore.  The  geographical  designations  were  *'  hill 
and  bottom."  Peter  Ryckman  and  Peter  Bortlc  were  residing 
there,  and  several  others  whose  names  are  not  recollected.  Col. 
Seth  Reed  was  residing  at  the  Old  Castle.  Do!riinick  Debartzch, 
an  Indian  trader  from  Montreal,  was  rather  the  great  man  of  the 
country.  His  principal  seat  was  the  Cashong  farm,  which  he 
claimed  as  an  Indian  grant,  and  where  he  had  a  trading  establish- 
ment; though  his  trade  extendrsd  to  the  western  Indians,  among 
whom  he  went  after  e^llini;  his  claim  to  the  Cashonejiarm  to  the 
late  Major  Benj.  Barton,  of  Lewiston.* 

The  Lessees  were  then  strenuously  claiming  all  of  the  lands  of 
the  six  nations  up  to  the  old  pre-emption  lino.  A  letter  from  one 
of  the  company  at  Geneva,  to  one  of  the  Canada  associates,  dated 
in  Nov.  '88,  speaks  confidently  of  a  compromise*  with  the  State,  "  by 
which  we  shall  be  enabled  to  hold  a  part,  if  not  the  whole  of  the  lands 
contained  in  our  lease."  To  further  this  objf^ct,  it  is  proposed  that 
the  Canada  influence  shall  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  Indians ;  and 
that  a  strong  delegation  of  the  chie^fs  shall  be  at  Albanv  when  the 
legislature  meets,  and  **  remonstrate  openly  to  the  sovereignty  of  the 
State,  against  the  late  proceedings  at  Fort  Stanwix,  and  demand  the 
restitution  of  their  lands."t  In  April  and  MAy,  1780,  the  New 
York  company  held  out  to  their  Canada  associates,  the  strongest 
assurances  of  being  enabled  with  their  assistance,  to  induce  the  In- 
Jians  to  abide  by  the  Lease,  instead  of  their  cessions  to  the  State  ; 
tiut  in  the  fall  of  that  year,  they  began  to  be  disposed  to  take  what- 
ever they  could  get.     In  September,  one  of  the  auditors  of  the  "  New 


*  John  H.  Jones  witnessed  the  confirmation  of  this  barjjaiu.  Major  Barton,  in  part 
payment,  pulled  off  bis  overcoat^  and  ^ave  it  to  ))el)artzcL  It  luw  heretofore  boon 
nid  that  tne  purchase  was  made  of  l\)udry.  Mr.  Jtmcs  corrcctfl  this,  and  Bays  tliat 
Pondry  at  the  time  wan  a  corvaut  of  Debartzch,  occasionallj  asdsisting  him  in  the 
Iildiau  trade.    Both  gloried  in  native  wivc.^ 

t  In  the  month  of  September  preceding,  tlic  Ononda;^  had,  at  a  treaty  at  Fort 
Stanwix,  coded  tlieir  lands  to  tlio  State ;  and  in  the  same  month,  the  Oueidas  had 
cedod  tbeizB. 


■»«- V 
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Tl rh  T-Vit-.see  •'  ^m:  any,"  writinj  to  the  ** Niactira  Gjr./c*?  C.^-a- 
TixL"  '     .'■'."  — *  '-'ur  '^uiiriT^ss  :\s>',  t-il'.i^n  much  s'v.Tt  •'=:* r.--  ur^:  iJ^-i.' 

•Mi.  "*  ■■•  .  ..••,.r  ,  ■  ,  fc-  ■<  w  '^  ■■  I  T*"'-  «i-  •  f|  •■^•'.■»  ^  ■»  i-  . -*•  V  •  r* 
i.ilC^      _ ,        .I..I    •       -.  -T     »•■    ■••  *    -I ••..!     t-^.     «.'.    ._..       '^.      .  %, 

hum        ■    ••■'.:  t.  " 

A.    ":  .:    ^  :^  :•  r  '  ar  Gj-i'vi  r:r.:v:  .u- !•:'.?  ?:Hr:z  "f  17W. -sra* 

:iim:^r.t>   ..  ::il*  Less.?!.-  t.-;vns  s.r-J  up-'-n  l!iv  U-re.  ::r.J  a!  J-T-isJez^ 

i-ai.:'  *'  ! !.:' M.-*r:«;:  o;  S  •..■■:;/*  w!;ic::.  2.1  :ar  :.-<:  rj::.!z  .::»:i-!is5 
.^'lu-:  •';■  •:  ■'.::'.ra;.i  :i!!  t;i:-  r*^:  .n  r'>r:h  :••  l.'J..i:  O:.: .:'.".  liA  liie 
!..s>ir  ■■  '.V  s  raJi::?  Cir-l  t  v. :.  r:.  .'.-:;r»c:  ::i  A:rJ.  1703.     I:  v.\o  fceii 

V,..  I 

■        T  ■  T-*       -ti  ,.,  .  .  . 

.:.    .    .         .."♦  ■  '  ■■    J"*.»  ii  I    ..."J,^!...."^.  V...U  rrli.l  ."^.irvivC:?".  a    rrr?.-.  .'lit  Oi 

;  .  «\  >  .:  \  i^-irac  .'•.;:.!'.-.  Ezra  r.'.tt'rs":i  \v;ii  ci.t-:.-!  S::?rr  ifor 
T"  .\  :.  '^  >.<<•>:;.  Towii  ('!■:,-!;.  Oi'i  r  t-.'WP.  r;"i.;o.v.  C'.iver  Wfil:- 
riiv:  .*  .-.  \l  i'\  I'i::;.  ii*^  Pirrcc.  P^tr^ok  I]-..r:.it:.  .S:i::.Ur.-i  Vi'h?rJflO. 
iVi; .  i'.'.t"  ■.  Jr..  8:.ii:'>ril  Wililann-.  J.»:,:i;li:n  0^!;.-:.  D^vVi  SirJA 
Iv.  .::i»  '  Tu::!  •.   Win.  S.niith,  Jr.,    I).:.-;  1   Ijvi.to:^.   I>:-:.i.  Pii-jo. 

ii.  :;:J'.  '..  :  •.'-L-  IIu!i  \vc=  Siiji  .--^  i-.-r.  S:  :•<•  r.-.  i  !  .v ;--.;:  v!:- 
V  ,  u.-:.-  ••.:::■!  t»  Clr..".  i::i  S.  »S^  •:!.  T:.  :,i>S  _■  ■.■..■<.  J.-.:i 
\  1.;.  I.  M  .-.  :  M  v\:  ('\  Kii.').  Ti::,.  ;!.v  A!!  ■.  w.^  >"  ;•  . -.  -r.  li! 
s..;.i.i  I  (' •!■  T  \v:.  CI::!::  :..»".v:i  ri..;-;;:  j  \\  .«  I:  !  I  ..:;!.- !.  ^^oi" 
r.  ti  r.!f-:  M.  \v!r»  uT-sc':  "vn  r>uj  Tv^Mf  ..:'::.  ^  f  ■.-:  :"  r  vrvrnl 
^ii«  * »  ■...■■  y  ••::>.  !n  1*^00.  th?  nu::/  \t  «•:"  j  r?  :.;  .i. «.  .  i  •  •.-...ri 
ti.i  ill.-  Ii./i.'.vnys  ill  ih:*  t«nv;i  ff  Sjiiecn.  \v:i<  "JHO. 

M.  \Vj  !i.i:n;on  turn^J  h:.s  rt'.lcn'.i.tii  to  (.i.rv-v  :.  ir.  ::..•  5'.-fC0» 
I7(i:i .  a:. 'I  :i3  will  b',:  ol?-:-rv.tl  riiar:y  of  lii?  0  ;rly  r.:..  :."  -  .r..*e5  rf 
ill.'  Im  1!  'v  M.vur  in  c:»riii--cli  -ii  v,i:ii  Ijiiii.  Ir:  :*.':.  k\  \  v  i  :*  t.-.h*- 
Iff  t   .;  ;!i  :  ."  •  1  v.ith  l'.:*  f'li-;  -.':  t-v.r.N  •»:' :!.    v.  .  "    r  _-  I:  .li? 

thi'  <l  •  •,  '•:  -J  .!  v.-  IV  to  ill"*  G  ::..>.■.•  c-'i:;t:v.  ?.:.  i  ;    .-.-  ■   . ,.-  -^  .»  i.-< 
mill"  ,1  ■•   •  I  ;  r- 'I'lii^^iry  to  Lri'Trr  :i  :v::'.c  - 

ITrvi  'I  II  H  •j-rt.  c  riirrivrice*!  lii^  ;■:.:  ■.-  «  :'  '.  .--.  il.— ?r2. 
ii>  l"!i*    '•  .■..••■•'.   i!:e  fi!:?:>t  r^-H-v::   j-,     .:    -    f  •  -  :*  ^iVr, 

ri- « j.t  .Ii  I  •  •  ll'i.v  II  in  v.c?"em  X?-.v  Yor\      H.-     *  .  .-     .i  liaae 
lS"^:ii.  'I  «  i;'-  ii«i  iiilii'-*  Revolution,  attach-: J  ::  L:  \. ,.  Vv.:idne: 
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WA5  a:  ;he  slive  of  For:  Sianw-.T.  and  it  the  ok>»  of  the  war  he- 
rir-.;-^  .1  n:i»rohjir.:  ir.  A/rAr.y.  The  ?*v:  was  pn^viovi  is  his  pTOtVs- 
ror  i:  Li.:'.lv.i.  o:.!v  bv  lUr.rv  U.  Va:-,  Re::s?o!jor.  who  rcmaineJ 

mm  m 

x:  A  :V-.v  Vi^rs. 

M:.  B.\:;r*.  oh>:^rvo?.  !h,i:  at  ;!;e  jvrivxi  h-?  cair.e  to  Ger.ova.  lar.d 
s>iv:---:  .:.>  v»ort*a:  ::;;?:r  hci^r.; :  hu:h  trices  were  the  order  of  the 
iiT  S.vjri  w^<  $1  00  ;vr  wtVk  a:  ihe  h-.^:el ;  ota:  al;  thia::?  were 
Cxrc  ^'-r.  is  <w.:;:::v!:.cv  as  in  ;hL^  lr.::T  vear^.  1S;^.».  '37.  ElLribio 
X-c  r.:  'o:>  of  :hrc\*-:Vur:h<  of  a:;  acre*  Ss\a  for  ^HV):  fanniiu: 
ii2ii<  in  :r#;.^  rv:j:/:vr':.OAi.  sold  ky  fo,00  an  acre,  that  afierwards 
irx:^.:  Vu:  $*J  uT.i  6:v00.  Mr.  W;;;:ir.tfo:\  had  a  5!oi>:^  uron  the 
Liie  :>.a:  wis  i :  .r.-»cc%i  i:i  br>.:ci:  .c  down  !u:r.ber.  Tiie  nui!  was 
SrvTiT*.:  fr.w.  A'.":v»r.v  or.oe  in  two  weeks  uiv:^  horsoraek.     Mr.  Wil- 

birA'T.  >  h.vJ  c'.:.:r:er>  werv  :h:"r.  vr:::c  .\\!'v  at  :he  G;*!H*va  Hotel. 

>  ... 

9m    ^*   •-•-    *-•     •   ■>    r-     C    .■•    •.^•   -"»•- ".-k— '^—  -.*C      I*  A     W  ■*,.<     "l.^'^Vr*    V    rf^f'iT^-^'Vl       ?•*     ••%•'» 

Mr.  F:rer:   :>  r.o.v  77  rear?  of  a^  :  h:>  wife,  the  daiich'.er  of 
lafei  \V.:S:v:k.  of  Ki  d  H.v^k.  uho  aI*o  5ur\-:ve>.  is  73.     Cnarie*  A, 
■pr:  of  Drt- sdon.  Ya:e>  Ovxiniv.  is  a  son  :  a  d;u:^iler  beeanv?  the 
cc  D^nck  0  I V- :.•::: .i!er.  of  lV.:;.-f:  ia  c  .*:ir.!v  :  ar.o:h;"*r.  of  Her- 

m 

tn  Tti:  E'i  ck.  of  Alr,\:;v  :  ar.o:h;*r.  of  It-.ifrev  J  Grv>sve::or.  of 


Ear. J  '.awver?  .r.  Gcrc^v;!.  otr.rr  thar.  Mr  E->rcr:.  Po'iydorv  B. 
VVfoer.  P::^..;\  W.  Lew:>.  KoSer:  W  S:^vi.:,iri.  John  CV.iir.s.  Pa- 
ns Hsi?^*^:;-     Mr.  W-jr.or  was  aii  carlv  P!s:rix*t  A:!or*iev.     He 

m  m 

ate  :a  1SI4  He  was  fivin  Or.c.^,^  v.-.:r.:v.  >:jd'ed  liw  w  :h 
Kxirari  Vir..*k  :  .-»:  or.e  fvr:o.i  n>:::.K*r  of  :h:  Iworisi-iture.  Mr 
Lew:*  i . .  i  w : ;!ur.  a  fe w  v  tVir<  .n  D u:r.f..\  ' •:  .»t w  z  •-  -^  v  hiiJ  rt* :: .  A  r. 
fcix'fvi  dr.u:r.:er  of  his  w.js  the  wife  of  ^^;::  h:r.  K.  Grosver^'^r.  ar.d 
tf  sow  die  w:fe  of  :he  Rev.  Pr.  Sr,:::o:\of  BuiTa'.vV  Mr.  St^xiiari 
d:n  2>47  A  sor.  of  his  is  a  rraeLoir.iz  lawvirir.  Brvx^klvr..  ard 
>er  50::  is  an  oinotr  v\  the  i.avv.  Mr.  C  ..  r.s  is  now  a  prao- 
-*•  -^  -iw^  -  r  .r.  A..^;. ..«. -*.  -*i.  1 1  «•..>«'..  >...  >.«ri.iv3^.  ai..i  *.o«,.  .- 
i«  a  rwfier:  of  G-?:".:^v,i.     Mr.  F-rks  is  vol  a  vr.ie::o:rj  A::or.:.^\ 
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in  Geneva.  He  studied  law  with  Lewis  and  Collins,  and  wzs  u- 
mitted  to  practice  in  1S14.  In  the  war"  of  1S12,  he  was  upoL  ••» 
frontier,  and  in  the  battle  of  Queenston,  in  command  of  a  cooii'SET 
•^f  Yolurittrerf?. 

The  earlv  merchants  of  Geneva,  other  than  those  who  were  Irxi- 
ted  there  under  Indian  and  Lessee  occupancy,  were :  Grieve  at: 
Moffat,  2>:in:uel  Colt,  Richard  M.  Wiiiiams,  Elijah  H.  Gordcc 
Richard  M.  Bailev.  Abraham  Dox.  Grieve  &  MotTatt  estal^usM 
tlxe  first  brewer^'  in  all  this  reiron.  Mr.  Grieve  was  in  the  emciTT 
of  Mr.  Wiiiiamion.  in  the  earliest  vears,  as  it  is  presumed  Mr.  Mg^ 
fat  wa-.  iLS  his  name  occurs  in  connection  with  the  eariv  Hjore- 
men'wS  at  Si.h1us.  Mr.  Grieve  was  out  in  the  war  of  1612.  a  cc4ott«. 
under  Gen.  McClure.  He  died  in  1S35.  Mr.  MoSat  reoiovedr 
Bullalo.  Richard  M.  Williams  became  a  f;ixmer  in  MiddjcsexOb- 
tario  count V,  (or  in  Yates  count v)  where  he  died  a  few  vearsszce. 
a  sj:i  of  his  was  latelv  in  ihe  Seriate  of  this  State.  Mr.  Coll  msi 
hr«^tii.  r  «>f  Jk.^  h  Colt,  the  early  merchant  of  Canandaigua,  Auboi. 
and  Palmvra.  He  removed  to  New  York,  and  on  a  visit  to  (J^ 
neva,  attcLdiiiv;  tltO  commencement  at  the  College,  he  dietl  snddefln'. 
at  the  Hotir!.  in  1^34.  Mr.  Bailv  is  still  liviccr.  He  entered  4e 
rciruLir  arii.y  :!i  ISTJ:  had  a  <l::kiT  appi::.:::.er»:.  was  laien  prisooe: 
.It  liio  h»ii:'.e  •-:*  C2ui.t!.5:L':i :  w-i.t  !-.•  Qu^'oc  ::*  company  vviihljtf- 
Scott,  where  he  was  paroiled. 

Elij.ih  H.  Llor.i  li  is  one  uf  the  three  or  four  ?i;rvivors  cf  ajvir: 
wtr.»  nsiJci/.s  L'f  Goriova  j  rev;-. us  to  179S  :  is  in  kis$Othy«: 
His  J  rds  can.e  in  earlv  v-irs.  from  Scher.ec'.aJv,  via  the  ctcl 
watir  ruute.  c^s'.ii.j  f:T  :rA:.sjvrta:ior..  L'ri.eraiiy  dout  83  perrr 
Barti-r  trrJe,  i:.  furs  e-i^.oiaiiv.  cor.s:i:u:eu  hi>  :  rir.clral  eariv  ^ce*- 
:ii'<< :  jo'.Sih  a:..i  irii.sv::^  uas  aiiied  after  a  fv.v  years. 

Mr.  G  'Alon  wr^s  a  Ju :  je  of  Ontario  c-.  u:.:v  couns  in  earfV  vean 
.fc:'.i  ::u-  «ecor.J  P^.5!  M;i<t',T;.r  Gci.crv?..  >urc;;  .dir-j  Walter  GrjeT?& 
w:;.>  \\\>  tiio  nrst.     H.<  t'.vo  s*:  :.<.  John  ii..  and  Wrr..  W.  G.t:-:- 
rv>..io  i:*  W:t<hi::^.i;ii.  L»>u:sar.a. 

IV.  .V.'.aiiis  wjl?  a  ;h\s:ci^n  in  Gecev.!  ;r.  ti'-.e  ccriiest  vears  --: 

J  »•■*,.■■,%•' •       T^-    T.  '-"^    Wp-'"^'  •". •■  ■•    r^  ■  -  -■•     ("^  •-••1.  -    •••.■. —jk  ••",-»  lUL*- 

I; est  u^r:i..i:.o::t  rhv>.ciar.>.  Pr.  Iler.r."  ixi  in  IS  12.  Dr.  G.xc- 
\\.:i  n?::>  vid  v?  Detroit,  whore  he  died  jl  :\-'.v  yc^rs  sizce.  Stepc^^ 
A.  Gv^Hxlwin.  ar.  ;i:t  Trev  at  law.  ;::  Aururii.  is  a  sen  of  hii ;  asodxr 
>.\.,  D.i:.ie!  Goodwin,  is  an  a:u^n:ev  in  Detroit 
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A  Presbyterian  society  was  organized  in  (Jeneva,  as  early  as 
1798.  In  July  of  that  year,  a  meeting  was  held ;  John  Fulton  and 
Oliver  Whitmore  presided  ;  Oliver  Whitmore,  Elijah  Wilder,  Sep- 
timus Evans,  Ezra  Patterson,  Samuel  Latta,  Wm.  Smith,  jr.,  and 
Pollydore  B.  Wisner,  were  chosen  trustees.  The  Rev.  Jedediah 
Chapman  became  the  first  settled  minister,  continuing  as  such, 
until  his  death  in  1813.  He  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Henry 
Axtell.     The  society  built  a  church  in  1811. 

la  1806,  "  nineteen  persons  of  full  age,  belonging  to  the  Protest- 
ant Episcopal  church,  assembled,  and  there  being  no  Rector,  John 
Nicholas  presided."  Trinity  church  was  organized  by  the  election 
of  the  following  officers : —  John  Nicholas  and  Daniel  W.  Lewis, 
Wardens;  Samuel  Shekell,  John  Collins,  Robert  S.  Rose,  Richard 
Hughes,  Ralph  T.  Wood,  David  Naglcr,  Jas.  Reese,  Thomas  Pow- 
ell, Vestrymen. 
•  The  Rev.  Davenport  Phelps  was  the  first  officiating  clergyman ; 
was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Orrin  Clark,  who  officiated  for  many 
years.  He  died  in  1828.  The  society  erected  a  church  in  1809, 
which  was  removed,  and  its  site  occupied  by  the  present  Trinity 
Church,  in  1845. 

Baptist  and  Methodist  societies  were  organized,  and  churches 
erected,  soon  after  the  war  of  1812,  but  the  author  has  no  farther 
record  or  information  concerning  them. 

Among  the  earliest  mechanics  at  Geneva,  were :  Wm.  Tappan, 
John  and  Abraham  B.  Hall,  John  Sweeny,  Elisha  Douner,  Moses 
Hall,  W.  W.  Watson,  John  Woods,*  Lucius  Cary,  Jonathan  Doane,t 
Foster  Barnard,  Richard  Lazalere,  Jacob  and  Joseph  Backenstose.  J 

John  Nicholas,  emigrated  from  Virginia,  and  settled  at  Geneva 
in  1804.  He  was  a  lawyer  by  profession,  but  had  retired  from 
practice.  He  was  for  several  terms,  a  member  of  the  State  Senate, 
and  a  Judge  of  the  courts  of  Ontario.     He  engaged  extensively  in 


•  Mr.  Wood,  was  also  an  early  landlord. 

t  He  erected  tho  primativc  churches ;  was  the  fethcr  of  Bishop  Doano  of  New  Jer- 
sey, who  received  his  primary  education  in  Geneviu 

t  They  were  brothers,  came  to  (Jcueva  in  the  earliest  years.  They  wore  the  pioneer 
tailors  of  the  Genesee  country.  Time  was,  when  to  wear  a  coat  from  their  press  board, 
Biarkod  the  wearer  as  an  aristocrat.  Men  j^oiuj^  to  Congress,  or  tho  L^slature,  gen- 
erally got  a  coat  fn)m  a  "Geneva  tailor,"  but  never  before  election.  "Generals"  and 
"CJolouels"  sometimes  indulged  in  such  an  extravagant  luxury.  The  sun-'iving  sons  of 
Jacob,  are:— John  Barkeustore  a  merchant  of  Geneva,  and  Jacob  and  Fredcricki  of 
Bloooofield.    Jacob  Barkenstore  yet  survives^  a  resident  of  liockport 
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agricultural  pursuits,  owning  and  occupving  the  large  farm  afler 
wards  purchased  by  Gideon  Lee.  Judge  Nicholas  died  in  1817- 
His  surviving  sons  are  Robert  C.  JXicholas,  Lawson  Nicholas,  Gavio 
L.  Nicholas.  John  Nicholas :  a  daughter  became  the  wife  of  Abn- 
ham  Dox.  and  another  the  wife  of  Dr.  Leonard,  of  Lansingburg. 

Robert  S.  Rose,  a  brother-in-law  of  Judge  Nicholas,  emigrated 
with  him  from  Virginia.  He  located  upon  a  farm  on  the  opposite 
side  of  Seneca  Lake,  wliere  for  many  years,  he  was  one  of  the 
largest  farmers  in  western  New  York.  Both  he  and  Judge  Nicb- 
olas,  were  at  one  perif.d  extensive  wool  growers,  and  did  u  achto 
promote  the  improvement  of  sheep  husbandry  in  this  region.  He 
was  for  one  or  two  terms,  a  representative  in  Congress.  He  died, 
suddenly,  at  Waterloo,  in  1845.*  His  widow,  who  was  of  the 
Virginia  family  of  Lawsons,  so  highly  esteemed  for  her  quiet  ind 
unobtrusive  charities,  and  especially  for  her  zealous  aid  to  the  Epii- 
copal  church,  whose  doctrines  she  adorned  through  life,  died  in 
1847,  or  '8.  The  surviving  sons,  are:  —  Dr.  Lawson  G.  RoseJrf 
Geneva;  John  and  Henrv  Rose,  of  Jerusalem,  Yates  countv. 
Robert  L.  Rose,  of  Allen's  Hill,  Ontario  county,  late  a  representative 
in  Congress,  from  the  Ontario  and  Livinjrslon  district,  and  Charles 
Rose,  of  the  town  of  Rose.  Wavne  countv.  A  dausihier  l>ecaiw 
the  wife  of  Robert  C.  Nicholas;  another,  the  wife  of  Hopkins SS 


BRIEF  REMIXISCEXCES. 


From  old  newspaper  files,  prr-^enod  by  James  R'crart  Es-q..  an  carfj  ttJ 
worthy  conductor  of  the  n^'w.«j.:iT»<.'r  f»r*.->s  in  Onlari..  t\»unty.  ^^  Seesc'iD* 
aoeount  of  the  early  printers  an  J  i-'iittjrs  *.(  ihc  (fvii':s«r-  oountn-. 

In  Bath  Gazette  1790,  bv  rai  a^lvoni^'nitnL,  it  a^muM  mvih  tbat  the-Bai 
Theatre''  was  in  full  bhist  TIk-  fl.-iy.'*  aiiiiiriiTi  v  i.  ar*-  ir.-:  "M..vk  D».T-r.  •< 
the  Dumb  Larly  cured."  *'A  |H.-t.']'  iiit*>th«;  S  rucrlii'."  "Fit.  six  «l!ili;ii^: 
Gallery  three  bbilJings.^     In  Miino  iiajn.-r,  Oo^rirt-  M"Cluri\  unnt»un<^esth*ib? 
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has  opened  a  "house  of  entertainTneTit,"  at  Bath.     Balh  races  are  advertised. 

"Northumberland  and  Siinbury  Gjizette,"  1792:  —  Chailes  Williamson 
offers  for  sale  "  1,000,000  acres  of  g(xxl  land  in  the  Genet^ec  countr}',  at  il,00 
per  acre  to  actual  settlers."  He  says :  —  "A  village  called  Williamsburg, 
is  laid  out  at  the  junction  of  the  Canascraga  and  Genesee  Rivers,  where 
there  is  excellent  navigation  for  boats  carrying  ten  tons,  in  the  driest  season." 
"  The  village  will  have  the  advantage  of  a  school,  church,  <fec."  "  Mechanics 
wanted,  to  whom  village  lots  will  be  donated."  "Mr.  Williamson  begs 
leave  to  infonn  the  German  settlei-s  in  Pennsylvania,  tliat  he  expects  to  hear 
of  the  arrival  of  400  Saxons  from  Germany,  who  have  taken  up  lands  in  tho 
Genesee  country.     They  sailed  from  Hamburg  in  April  last"  * 

In  "Seneca  Museum,"  1800,  Elkanah  Watson  and  Wm.  Mynderse,  adver- 
tise that  they  will  contract  tlie  making  of  a  turnpike  from  Onondaga  Hollow 
to  Geneva,  and  make  payment  for  the  same  "in  goo<l  land."  In  same  paper 
it  is  announced  tliat  "  Sloop  Senec^i,  will  sail  from  Geneva  every  Tu^ay, 
wind  and  weather  permitting,  for  the  head  of  the  Lake,  and  will  generally 
return  from  there  the  Friday  following.  For  freight  or  passage,  apply  to 
Captain  on  board." 

From  the  Geneva  Gazette,  April,  1806:  —  "Positive  proof  has  been  ob- 
tained by  Josej)h  H.  Davis,  attorney  general  for  Kentucky  district,  tliat  Burr 
had  formed  an  association  for  making  war  agaia^t  Spain,  invading  Mexico^ 
and  forming  a  distinct  empire  in  the  western  country." 


JAMES  REESK 


In  all  our  country  there  are  but  few  survivors  of  our  Revolution- 
ary period  —  not  one,  perhaps — certainly  not  in  our  local  region, 
survives,  who  was  so  familiar  with  its  stirring  events  as  the  venera- 
ble James  Reese,  of  Geneva,  now  in  his  87th  year.  Entering  tho 
counting  house  of  Willing  «fe  Morris,  in  Philadelphia,  in  the  memora- 
ble year  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  he  remained  there  until 
the  close  of  the  long  struggle  that  ensued.  Transferred  from  the 
commercial  department  of  the  firm  to  the  private  desk,  and  confi- 
dence, of  one  of  its  partners,  Robert  Morris,  then  so  blended  with 
and  so  participating  in  all  that  was  transpiring,  it  may  well  be  cpn- 
ceived  that  his  yet  vigorous  mind  is  a  rich  storehouse  of  historical 
reminiscences.  The  man  survives,  a  citizen  of  our  own  local  region, 
who  was  a  witness  of'  the  interviews  that  often  occurred  between 
Greo.  Washington  and  Robert  Morris ;  when  he  who  wielded  the 


*  And  they  proved,  as  the  reader  will  see,  rather  the  hardest  case  that  the  onteiprit- 
tog  founder  of  sottlcmentB,  had  upon  his  hands. 
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swocd,  wodd  meet  him  who  wielded  the  purse,  and  the  twog  vitb 
peinfid  aiixiety»  snrroanded  by  embairassments — with  an  mdodied 
and  unpaid  annj,  and  an  empty  treasuiy — would  discuss  the  por- 
tentuous  questi(»is,  the  ways  and  means  of  ournat|on's  de&TCFUxse. 
When  unpaid  armies,  disheartened,  wore  down  by  fatigue  and  pii- 
▼ation,  would  threaten  dispersion  and  a  return  to  their  long  neglect- 
ed homes ;  when  even  their  stout-hearted  leader  would  temponnh 
yield  to  despondency,  and  almost  in  despair  appeal  to  him  wIiqk 
financial  expedients  were  seemingly  edianstless,  for  oouncH  aal 
aid 

The  printed  notes  of  hand  thai  Mr.  Movris  issued  in  Kfcni 
emeigencies  during  the  Revolution, — especially  those  used  in  addi- 
tion to  the  sum  borrowed  of  the  French  to  enable  Wadiington  to 
put  the  army  upon  its  march,  preparatory  to  the  battle  of  Yoifctiwi, 
were  filled  up  and  afterwards  cancelled  by  Mr.  Reeae.  Of  ihe 
hundreds  in  Mr.  Morris'  employment  at  that  period,  in  all  Us  eon- 
mercial  relations — as  Superintendent  of  the  finances,  and  Seoie- 
tary  of  the  Treasury  —  Mr.  Reese  alone  survives.  His  posiboi 
brought  him  in  contact,  and  made  him  acquainted  with  the  leados 
of  both  the  American  and  French  army,  and  the  officers  of  As 
Navy,  of  those  whose  memories  are  embalmed  in  a  nation*s  faeait 
He  names  them  with  all  the  familiaritv  of  recent  intercourse ;  bit 
there  are  few,  if  any.  in  the  long  list  that  have  not  gone  to  their  finil 
rest  He  is  one  of  the  few  remaining  links  that  connect  the  Phi 
with  the  Present  —  and  his  is  not  onlv  in  reference  to  oar  mfiniil 
history,  but  to  the  Pioneer  history  of  our  local  region. 

Mr.  Reese*s  first  visit  to  this  recion  was  as  clerk  or  aecretaxr  to 
the  commissioners  for  holding  a  treatv  with  the  Indians,  at  'Kc 
Ti^e, "  commonly  called  the  Morris'  treaty.  Returning  to  Fhib- 
delphia  he  acquired  an  interest  in  the  new  region,  and  in  I7M,  ht 
removed  his  family  to  CSeneva,  where  he  has  since  resided,  with  fltf 
exception  of  one  year  spent  in  Bath,  in  connection  with  the  land  c( 
fice  there.  When  Mr.  Williamson  came  out  as  the  Pultney  ageBL 
his  first  business  was  with  Mr.  Morris,  where  Mr.  Reese  heeaaot 
one  of  his  earliest  acquaintances  in  this  country.  On  arriving  hcffv. 
he  entered  into  his  agency  service,  and  after  that,  was  his  priviAr 
agent  until  he  returned  to  England. 


Xa». — Muor  Rmk  died  at  hi»  i««denoe  in  Geiaeim  aftvtLitpaniaaol'iki 
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He  was  appointed  cashier  to  the  old  Bank  of  Geneva  when  it 

went  into  operation.     He  was  in  service  during  the  war  of  181U,  as 

a  Deputy  Quartermaster  of  the  Northern  Division  of  the  Army ; 

and  in  later  years  he  has  filled  the  office  of  Bank  Commissioner  of 
State,  and  Postmaster  at  Geneva. 

In  a  work  devoted  to  other  objects,  but  a  brief  space  can  be  spared 
for  Revolutionary  reminiscences  —  even  those  as  full  of  interest  as 
are  those  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.     Speaking  of  Mr.  Morris,  he 
observes :  —  "  His  commercial  transactions  were  immense,  extend- 
ing over  the  greater  portion  of  the  commercial  world ;  and  to  all 
this  was  added  the  onerous  task'of  providing  for  an  army  in  the  field, 
and  an  armed  force  upon  the  ocean.     He  brought  all  his  energies 
of  mind  and  body  in  requisition  for  the  Herculean  labor ;  was  active, 
vigilant  —  at  times  sleepless, -^  and  all  in  his  employ  were  kept  in 
motion.     There  was  no  man  who  could  have  filled  his  place.     He 
wielded  an  immense  amount  of  wealth ;  had  an  extraordinary  facul- 
ty to  inspire  confidence ;  he  unloosed  purse  strings  that  no  one  else 
could  have  unloosed.     Even  those  of  the  society  of  Friends,  their 
principles  forbidding  an  immediate  or  remote  participaton  in  war 
or  any  of  its  relations,  who  constituted  at  that  period  a  large  class  of 
Philadelphia  capitalists,  lent  him  money ;  in  one  especial  instance, 
$6,000  in  specie,  in  a  pressing  emergency  of  the  army,  with  an  in- 
junction of  secrecy.*     The  relations  between  him  and  Washington 
during  the  whole  of  the  Revolution,  was  one  of  great  intimacy,  con- 
fidence and  friendship.     There  was  no  one  individual  upon  whom 
the  Father  of  his  country  so  much  relied,  in  all  the  terrible  conflict 
that  won  our  national  Independence. 

As  the  clerk  of  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Reese  had  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  Washington  under  circumstances  which  enable  him  to 
speak  familiarly  of  him.  "  He  always,"  says  he,  "  received  me  and 
treated  me  with  great  kindness  of  manner,  when  I  had  business  to 
transact  with  him.  He  was  mild  and  courteous  —  sedate — not 
austere." 

Mr.  Reese  observes  that  Mr.  Morris*  sudden  reverses  were  in  a 


*  Whon  the  gaUaiit  Rochamlx^au  was  alxmt  to  return  to  France,  a  deputation  of 
Friends  were  among  those  who  made  to  him  coni^tulatory  addrefises :  —  " It  is  not" 
said  they,  "on  account  of  thy  military  qualities  tliat  we  make  thee  this  visit  —  tliose  we 
hold  in  little  esteem  ;  bnt  t^iou  art  the  fri(!nd  of  mankind,  and  thy  army  conducti 
itAelf  with  tlie  utmost  order  and  db:oipUiic.  It  is  this  which  induces  us  to  render  thee 
Ottr  rcM^ectei" 
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rnreal  measure  consequent  upon  what  he  regarded  as  his  httmmt 
investments  in  the  Genesee  country.  Stimulated  br  bis  sixdoi 
prospects  here,  and  especially  by  his  successful  sale  to  Sir  W^Sbn 
Pultney  and  his  associates,  renot^-ned  throughout  Europe  as  the 
fortunate  American  land  operator,  he  bought  of  himself  aod  whi 
others,  immense  tnicts  of  wild  land  in  different  States  of  the  Uej^ml 
Pay  days  came  before  sales  could  be  effected  ;  a  change  trom  ^i- 
fluence,  a  princely  fortune,  to  bankruptcy,  attended  widi  dIznitT. 
integrity,  and  honorable  conduct,  marked  the  close  of  his 
career. 


CHAPTER  II 


SALE  OP  PHELPS  ASTD  GOlHAM  TO    KOBEIT  MOKKIS EE-SALS  TO 

LI8B  ASSOCIATION* ADVC5T  OP  caASLCS  WILLIAMSOV. 


A  sf AME  intimately  Wended  with  the  whole  history  of  the  Rero- 
lution.  one  to  whose  memory  a  larger  debt  of  national  eratitmie  a 
due  than  to  that  of  any  other  man,  (the  irreal  leailer  in  tiie  stm^jfe 
always  excepted.)  was  early  and  prominently  identified  with  aUdsii 
r»*trion.  What  could  well  furnish  the  material  for  an  elabi>ra:e  l»- 
torical  work,  must  here  be  but  the  brief  sketch  necessary  lo  his  i»- 
troduction  as  a  large  proprietor  of  the  sr»:l  of  the  Genesee  cooatrr. 

Robert  Morris  was  a  native  of  Liverpool  England.  Wlkilei 
youth,  bis  father  emigrated  to  this  countr\%  I«xratins  in  Baliimocc. 
Entering  into  the  service  of  the  erriiner*t  merchant  of  Phiiadelfiii. 
Charles  Wiiiinir.  as  a  clerk,  he  became  the  partner  of  bis  s-jq  aa^ 
success*'ir.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rev« 'lution,  al-Jii-agh <c- 
gaged  in  an  exierisive  mercantile  and  c^mniercial  business  tiiaK^ 
manded  his  attention,  he  became  at  once  an  active  partizan  m  tht 
struggle.  In  1776,  he  was  a  member  of  Congress  Irom  Peniisyi- 
▼ania,  and  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Indeper-deaoe. 
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In  the  previous  year,  soon  after  the  battle  of  Trenton,  General 
Washington,  in  a  pressing  emergency,  had  realized  from  him  a  tem- 
porary loan  for  the  army.  Again,  money  was  wanted  by  the 
commander  in  chief,  and  he  supplied  it ;  the  army  was  destitute 
of  bread,  and  the  doors  of  his  store  houses  were  opened  for  their 
relief;  it  was  without  lead  for  bullets,  —  stripping  the  lead  fixtures 
from  private  dwellings  for  that  purpose,  —  when  the  ballast  of  one 
of  his  vessels  supplied  the  deficiency.  Invested  with  the  oflice  of 
Secretary  of  an  empty  Treasury  —  becoming  the  financier  of  the 
poorest  country  that  ever  kept  an  army  in  the  field,  or  armed  ships 
upon  the  ocean  —  his  own  means  were  put  in  requisition,  and  his 
almost  unbounded  credit  freely  used.  With  a  tact,  as  a  financier, 
never  excelled,  when  money  must  be  had,  he  obtained  it.  When 
other  men  or  bodies  of  men  failed,  he  would  succeed.  When  the 
rich  bankers  of  Amsterdam  knew  no  such  new  creation  as  the 
United  States,  or  its  Congress ;  or,  knowing  them,  had  no  confi- 
dence in  their  engagements,  they  trusted  him  on  his  private  re- 
sponsibility » with  millions,  which  he  used  in  the  public  service. 
And  when  the  great  struggle  was  drawing  to  a  close  —  when  a 
last  and  desperate  blow  was  to  be  struck,  and  the  army  that  was  lo 
doit,  was  in  New  Jersey,  without  pay,  and  destitute  of  comfortable 
clothing  and  rations.  *  —  when  even  its  stout  hearted  commander- 
in-chief  was  almost  yielding  to  the  embarrassments  with  which  he 
was  surrounded,  and  upon  the  point  of  leading  his  army  the  wrong 
way,  because  he  could  not  command  the  means  to  move  it  where 
it  should  go — the  active,  patriotic  financier  hastened  to  his  camp, 
and  by  assuring  him  that  he  would  supply  all  immediate  wants,  en- 
couraged him  to  put  his  army  in  motion.  The  destination  was 
Yorktown; — the  defeat  of  Cornwallis,  the  crowning  act  of  the 
Revolution,  was  the  result,  f  Mr.  Morris  died  in  New  Jersey,  in 
1806.  He  was  eventually  reimbursed  by  Congress  for  all  of  his 
expenditures  and  losses  in  the  Revolution,  though  not  for  the  sacri- 
fices of  time  and  abstraction  from  his  private  business,  that  his  pub- 
lic services  made  necessary.    He  was,  however,  eminently  success- 


* "  I  saw  that  army  when  it  passed  through  Philadelphia,"  gays  the  Tencrable 
blames  Ueese ;  ''and  a  more  ra^gc<l,  Bhoclcss,  and  sad  looxing  one,  has  seldom  been 
pni  upon  the  march  in  the  direction  of  an  enemy.'' 

t  The  money  in  specie,  that  he  had  promised,  was  borrowed,  and  paid  to  the  army, 
but  a  few  days  before  the  attack  upon  Comwalliii. 
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fu!  in  his  commercial  affairs,  and  at  one  period,  was  by  far  ii 
wealthiest  man  in  the  United  States;  but  engaging  cnormocaja 
land  purchases  —  other  than  in  this  region  —  he  becaxne  eaiar-  I 
rassed,  and  the  countrv  he  had  so  well  served,  haii  the  sorecMci 
fic'iti'  'n  of  seeincr  him,  toward  the  close  of  his  useful  life,  the  teus 
of  jriil  limits.  * 

Mr.  Morris'  extended  commercial  affairs,  had  made  him  ia  i 
measure,  a  citizen  of  the  world,  instead  of  that  of  the  newrepaajt 
Such  was  his  credit  at  one  period,  that  in  most  of  the  conuDenai 
cities  of  Europe,  his  private  notes  passed  from  hand  to  ha&i  «a 
all  the  confidence  that  would  have  Ijeen  had  in  the  issues  ct  a  suOA 
bank.  At  the  Ci'>se  of  the  Revolution,  an  immense  qoac^tj'jfviU 
lands  were  thrown  into  market,  speculation  became  rife,  aial  It 
Morris  entered  in:o  it  upi:'n  an  extensive  scale.  Mr.  Phelps,  ixsti 
the  Revolution,  havinj  been  connected  with  the  ccmmissarr  (kpsA- 
ment  of  the  Massachusetts  line,  and  Mr.  Gorham,  beingajiwt 
nent  merchant  in  B'>ston.  Mr.  Murris  had  made  iheir  acqoaiziuaflfc 
and  when  tnev  sought  a  purchaser  for  their  unsoid  lands  in  the  Go- 
esee  country,  they  applied  to  him.  Little  was  known  in  the 
mercial  cities  of  all  this  region,  other  than  what  had  been  za 
from  map»s,  and  from  those  who  had  accompanied  Sullivan's  expefr 
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Mr.  Morris,  however,  sought  the  means  of  further  informa- 
Ebenezer  (or  Indian)  Allan,  was  then  located  as  an  Indian 
r  on  the  Genesee  River,  at  what  is  now  Mount  Morris,  and 
n  the  habit  of  making  yearly  visits  to  Philadelphia  for  the  pur- 
of  goods.  Samuel  Street  who  resided  at  the  Falls  on  the  Can- 
de,  h:id  also  visited  Philadelphia.  From  them  Mr.  Morris  ob- 
I  int'nrmation,  which  induced  him  to  accede  to  a  proix)silion  of 
"s.  Phelps  &  Gorham.  Their  deed  of  conveyance  embraces 
entire  final  purchase  of  Massachusetts,  of  about  two  millions, 
undred  thousand  acres,  excepting  such  to\Mis  and  parts  of  town- 
as  they  had  sold,  being  in  all,  about  one  million,  one  hundred 
and  acres.  The  consideration  and  actual  price  paid  by  Mr. 
is.  was  thirty  thousand  pounds  New  York  currency, 
an  early  period  after  the  purchase,  Mr.  Morris  employed  Maj. 
n  Hoops  to  explore  the  country,*  who  reported  that  "  in  respect 
il.  climate  and  advantageous  navigation,"  it  was  equal  to  any 
on  of  the  United  States.  Measures  were  immediately  adopted 
he  survey  of  such  portions  as  was  unsurveyed.  The  celebra- 
David  Ritlenhouse  was  then  just  perfecting  some  surveyor's  in- 
nents,  and  he  was  employed  to  fit  out  Major  Hoops'  expedition.! 


X — Mr.  Morri«s  aftvr  ho  had  made  the  purchaw.*.  wroto  to  his  ag<^nt  iu  Londim, 
Mr.  K>*fi:fZor  Albii,  tho  oldiifst  settler  in  th;it  iHrnntry"  had  aA^ured  him  "that 
Sj*-^!i  liki-  yniiiii;  Willi >WK.  it  in  t^»  niiiii>ant  and  stn>n«;.  and  tliat  ho  haA  niLiti>d 
niihi-N  «»i'  \hv  !int.>i  whoat  he  ewr  !*aw,  and  s«»  of  othtT  artich'ft  in  like  ahnnd- 
Hf  a.'vk^rt.H  that  tli«*f<>R>t  tnt-s  ab4>ut  Philadelphia  are  not  larger  than  the  hran- 
flroi's'  in  hi-  nei^hUirhtMHl."  In  aniithor  letter  IieaA^urtit  hii  iuront  that  he  has 
f  ni«>!!t  :!a:tcrin^  aioounti^  of  his  Gt-neiKM*  ]Hirelia.«t*.  fn»ni  thiM<e  who  tK.>htni:l^l  to 
end's  M'ttloniiUt  fU  Scniva  I^ikc.  tliat  ha^l  rrtuniitl  to  Pennsylvania  (»n  a  visit 
r  connexion.  Hi'  assure?!  him  tliat  he  luu<  from  all  quarters  hVanl  Hueh  favura- 
\mnX9  of  the  country,  that  wlti*  he  a  youni;  man,  he  wouhl  **  pitch  his  tent  therv !" 

ijor  H*»i»fw  wa-*  resiilinij  nt-ar  Philadelphia.  Ue  ha«l  l>een  in  the  army  throuffh- 
'  Kevniution.  wim  in  Sullivan's  eamitaifn,  and  at  one  {H'riiMi.  K-lonired  to  the 
Waiihinston ;  and  was  one  of  the  aiiHof  Gen.  Sullivan,  in  hiia  exiii<dition  to  the 
N>  rv-kuntry.  He  was  conni'cted  with  tiiv  earliest  sunvvft  of  all  Uiia  refrion 
Mr.  M<>rTi>  aftenkanis.  purx'h.-iA^'l  all  the  re^oni^  wemt  of 'PhelM  and  Gorham's 
w.  be  «'xplitr\-<l  it  an«l  comnirncL^l  the  »ur\ oyg.  In  18(14.  he  m  omipanj  with 
Ber  F.  Norton,  purchaik^l  the  mo^t  of  the  townsliip  i>f  OleAii.  Thej  laid  out 
the  village  i>f  Hamilttin.  which  vrw  afterwartls,  changed  lo  Oloan.  lie  was  a 
■r;  ditti  in  WtT-tclu»^i*'r.  Pa.,  in  1^35  or  '6. 


B  t*  an  anecdote  connectod  with  Mr.  Rittenhouno,  which  ill  anite  too  i^^ood 
usi,  mn<l  niay  lie  pn'«**rTni  hon*.  Wlicn  he  liadctmipletedoneof  huastiunomical 
DuDtA.  in  aiitioipatiiin  t*(  the  transit  of  Wnus.  hi*  liad  invited  acreral  friends  to 
h-iit.  and  otij«»y  a  vii-w  of  it.  Amoni:  the  nsi  he  liad  itivitcd  a  ref»j>ectahlo  fiir- 
•ni  the  ciiunirv.  who  km-w  far  more  aUiut  ralsinic  cn»fw,  than  he  did  BlH>ut 
i^iit^  of  the  pLinft<  Hi  answcrt>il  in  a  note,  that  he  sliould  l»e  very  much  en- 
the  rvt-muL!  named,  but  if  Mr.  Kittenhctuite  would  have  the  **  tratuii  rf  Vtnui 
MJ/wr  a/oi  evmifi^i"  he  would  be  rerj  happj  to  attoid. 
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In  Mr.  Morrif'  eiUmtwe  bod  opentioDi.  he  hidi 
fvincipal  cities  of  Europe.  His  agent  in  Londoii,  vras  Wa.  T^ 
pie  Franklin,  a  grand-son  of  Dr.  Franklin,  to  wiioai  he  had 
an  inadequate  idea  of  its  real  Taloe.  Jost  as  he 
prized  of  its  rafaie,  and  was  in  actire  preparation  to  haag  m. 
market  for  settlers,  under  bis  own  auspices,  he  recehred 
Mr.  Fruiklin,  that  he  had  sold  iL  The  purchasers  were 
riatton,"  consisting  of  Sir  Wm.  Pultner,  John  Homfaj 
Colquhonn.  The  first  was  a  capatalist,  and  at  that 
ahigh  porition  as  a  citizen  and  statesman.  He  resided  ia  the  diftfj 
London.  The  second,  had  heen  goremor  of  Bomfaar, 
retired  London  capitalist.  The  third  was  eminent  in  lua  dq;aM| 
statesman  and  philanthropist.*  The  price  paid  far  wbat 
poaed  to  be  about  one  million  one  hundred  thnnmnd 
whkh  in  fact  amounted  to  almost  one  miOioo  two  famidf«d 
acres,  was  thirtj  five  thousand  pounds  sterling.  Mr.  Manhdj 
written  to  Mr.  Franklin  previous  to  the  sale,  a  letter  horn 
would  have  inferred,  that  he  intended  advancing  oa  the 
the  sale  was  made  previous  to  the  reception  of  the  letter.  li"j 
letter  he  says:  —  ''I  have  applications  in  aB,  far  ?MjOQ§  mamdl 
the  Genesee  larid^  a'd  thev  are  daOy  increarlcg.  This 
disclosed  the  real  character  those  lands  deserve, 
families  are  goinz  to  settle  there,  and  as  I  have  determined  tai 
my  son  there,  no  one  can  doubt  the  favorable  opinion  I  enteftmtf 
the  soil,  climate  and  rap-i-Jity  of  settSement.**  "  1  consider  Atf  fc 
southwestern  Indian  war,  w  HI  eventually  be  of  advantaee  to  Aes^ 
tlements  of  the  Genesee  ccictrv."  •*  There  is  now  :n  this cstva & 
Jackson,  who  lives  on  the  borders  of  Seneca  Lake,  who 
panied  by  an  Indian.  They  assured  me  that  before  therlefc 
there  was  snow  oc  the  ground,  every  night  thirty  or  fartr 
arrived  at  his  place,  (Friends  settlement,)  on  their  waj  to 
lands  that  had  been  bought  before  my  purchase."  *-  Al 
afiairs  go  on  welL     This  country  is  rushin;;  into  wealth 


U«  tahbwc  cracinl  o  froat  of  ih^  Pfwlyncnc:  c&rarcfc  ia 


ewtaSM'A  hit  itef^  hlL    H«  ra  »  ixare  r{  Ct'^t^rr.  vA  ^wd  ia 
a^ai  •€  T«*n.    P«^  bma  Iat*  crx.Tri*-*iV*l  say.-e*  i>  i£«  r^jraeaar- 
to  tke  ^tvs^AirA  of  ir^it  ^sA  v/tars^iTtJt.  il,  ix^-jdir^  n<<!mft  fer 
awl  fcr  pn^ik  vi-jmsM,ri,  ia  EL-ciajbd  isA  &or<d&i    fa  m.mtt  <4 
m  %ht  kaada  «d  tae  %xik^jr.  l^e  imO'SA  kartr^r  fc»ct  vmt  tern 
•■§  to  1730;  mmnJand,mmMmU  tkt 
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tance  faster  than  ever  was  expected  by  the  most  sanguine  of  the 
sanguinous."  My  Genesee  lands  are  infinitely  .preferable  to  any 
American  lands  that  can  be  offered  in  Europe."  After  he  had 
been  apprised  of  the  sale,  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Colquhoun:  —  "Those 
tracts  which  Gorham  and  Phelps  had  sold  previous  to  my  purchase, 
are  settling  very  fast,  and  the  first  settlers  are  raising  enough  to 
supply  the  new  comers."  "  I  am  now  at  New  York,  on  my  return 
from  Boston,  where  I  saw  several  people  from  the  Genesee  country, 
and  it  aflbrds  me  great  pleasure  to  reiterate  the  account  which  you 
have  already  had,  of  that  fine  country.  On  my  way  through  Connec- 
ticut, I  met  Mr.  Wadsworth  who  has  settled  in  the  Genesee  country, 
with  whom  I  had  much  conversation,  and  who  I  find  like  every 
other  person  who  has  visited  the  country,  is  in  raptures  with  it. 
Mr.  Wadsworth  is  extremely  intelligent,  and  one  upon  whose 
veracity  the  utmost  reliai>ce  can  be  placed.  The  reports  made  by 
him  and  others  in  New  England,  has  turned  the  attention  of  all  who 
think  of  emigration,  towards  the  Genesee,  and  every  man  who 
pitches  his  tent  there,  adds  to  the  value  of  your  purchase." 

Major  Hoops,  prosecuted  the  surveys  under  the  new  proprietors, 
by  an  arrangement  with  Mr.  Morris.  He  early  discovered,  what 
had  been  suspected,  a  material  error  in  the  running  the  Pre-emp- 
tion line.  As  this  is  a  matter  which  it  will  be  necessary  for  the 
reader  to  understand,  in  connection  with  after  events,  it  may  be 
here  stated,  that  the  State  of  New  York  ceded  to  Massachusetts, 
all  the  territory  west  of  a  line  to  be  drawn  due  north  and  south 
from  the  82nd  mile  stone  on  the  Pennsylvania  line.  Before  the 
running  this  line,  it  could  of  course  be  but  mere  conjecture  where 
it  would  fall,  as  far  north  from  the  starting  point  as  Seneca  Lake. 
Seth  Reed,  the  afterwards  founder  of  the  settlement  at  Presque 
Ue,  (Erie,)  Pa.,  the  grand-father  of  the  present  Charles  M.  Reed, 
and  Peter  Ryckman,  both  of  whom  had  been  Indian  traders,  ap- 
plied to  the  State  of  New  York,  for  a  remuneration  for  services 
rendered  in  some  previous  negotiations  with  the  eastern  portion  of 
the  Six  Nations,  and  proposed  to  take  a  patent  for  a  tract,  the  boun- 
iaries  of  which  should  "  begin  at  a  tree  on  the  bank  of  the  Seneca 
Lake,  and  run  along  the  bank  of  the  Lake  to  the  south,  until  they 
hould  have  10,000  acres  between  the  Lake  and  the  east  bounds  of 
the  land  ceded  to  Massachusetts."  Their  request  was  acceded  to, 
%iui  a  patent  issued.    Thus  situated,  they  proposed  to  Messrs.  Phelps 
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and  Gorham,  to  join  them  in  running  the  Pre-emption  Line,  «c" 
party  fumishins  a  surveyor.  "  A  Captain  Allen."  says  one  autbcttiT. 
"Mr.  Jenkins  "  says  another,  was  selected  by  Reed  and  RyckxsiE. 
and  Colonel  Maxwell,  by  Phelps  and  Gorham.  In  the  mean  issL 
the  Leasees  assuminir  that  their  transactions  were  valid.  toc»k  an  a- 
terest  in  the  matter,  and  as  Messrs.  Reed  ariJ  Rvckman  werewi 

m 

share  holders  in  their  company,  the  matter  was  mutually  accorras:. 
dated  between  them.  The  line  was  run.  which  is  known  as  lie 
"Old  Pre-emption  Line."  Messrs.  Phelps  and  Gorham.  vr? 
much  disappointed  in  the  result,  suspected  error,  or  fraud,  but  m*ie 
no  movement  for  a  re-sur\'ev,  before  thev  had  sold  to  the  En«5ah 
Association.  Their  suspicions  had  been  at  first  excited  by  an  cfe 
from  a  prominent  member  of  the  Leasee  Company,  for  *'  all  the  half 
thev  owned  east  of  the  line  that  had  been  run."  Thev  were  « 
well  assured  of  the  fact,  that  in  their  deed  to  Mr.  MorrisL  thpy 
specified  a  tract,  in  a  gore  between  the  line  then  run.  and  the  trel 
bound?  of  the  counties  of  Montgomery  and  Tif»za,  those  cooLaa 
then  einbracins  all  of  the  military  tract. 

Upon  a  superficial  examination  of  the  line.  Major  Hoop  «i 
convinced  of  its  inaccuracv.  Mr.  Mi»rris  havincr  in  his  conr-ft- 
ance  to  the  En^'li'^h  purchasers,  stipulilrsl  an  accurate  survey  of  li 
he  conveved.  instructel  MaV»r  H"rir»s  to  corrrct  the  line.*  5t 
Ellicoti  with  his  two  brothers.  Jc»seph  ar.J  B».*njamin,  ha.i  then  ^^ 
finished  the  sun'ey  of  Washintrton  citv.  The  tr?.r.«ii  instnz:*!- 
for  surveying  bv  means  of  aslronnmicnl  observar:  .t*?.  havir.;:  "^» 
been  invented  in  Germany,  Mr.  Ellicot:  avaik'd  h::r;5oIf  of  '.'.  as 
brother  Benjamin  suj»erintendine  it?  construction.  r>>n  arriTisc 
in  this  country.  Mr.  Ellicott  was  Coined  hv  ih'?  Iat«^  Ju  It-  Porter,  i^hr 
wp.s  lh?n  a  surveyor  in  the  employ  of  .Me«?r?.  Phelj-s  &  &^rhia 
a  corps  of  axe-men  were  employed,  and  a  vista  thirty  feel  irid^ 
o|«ened  1  ofore  the  transit  instmment.  until  the  line  had  reached  ta 
head  of  Seneca  Lake,  when  niirhl  signals  were  emj  !oyed  !•?  rn 
down  and  over  the  Lake.  So  much  pains  were  t;tken  !o 
correctness,  that  the  survey  was  never  d:>i  ut.d.  arid  t.hus  the  ' 
Preemption  Line*'  was  establisheil  as  the  true  division  line  bctwfen 


•In  a  Ivmr  Xn  Mr.  r..l.y:»..t:R.  Mr  Mr-rri*  *.^t«:    'Tl:*^-  rV.r».r  *-^  rfeff^'Vls- 
drvw.  JtrtC'ph.  an'!  Il*r.;an  ir/KIIio  r:.i  -.r.- .  i  t?..  i.-.l.*^:  rf  1.  i  .^-^  ,.n  ■a!>.-i-  zjSM 

ithadk  the/  bATe  iddeJ  much'prmctical  experience,  anil  gu»L'i  muni  dazactA" 
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the  lands  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  those  that  had  been  ceded 
to  Massachusetts.  In  examining  the  old  survey,  Major  Hoops  had 
discovered  the  precise  points  of  deviation  to  the  westward.  It  had 
commenced  soon  after  leaving  the  Pennsylvania  line,  gradually 
bearing  off  until  it  crossed  the  out-let  of  the  Crooked  Lake,  where 
an  abrupt  offset  was  made,  and  then  an  inclination  for  a  few  miles, 
almost  in  a  north-west  course  ;  then  as  if  fearful  that  it  was  running 
west  farther  than  was  necessary  to  secure  a  given  object,  the  line 
was  made  to  incline  to  the  east,  until  it  passed  the  foot  of  Seneca 
Lake,  when  it  was  run  nearly  north  and  south  to  Lake  Ontario.  All 
this  will  be  observed  upon  any  of  the  old  maps.  It  will  at  once  bo 
perceived  that  the  site  of  Geneva,  the  16,000  acres  of  Reed  and 
Ryekman,  and  the  supposed  interests  of  the  Lessees,  had  caused  more 
than  a  usual  variation  of  the  surveyor's  compass.  Judge  Porter's 
explanation  is  as  follows :  "  Geneva  was  then  a  small  settlement, 
beautifully  situated  on  the  Seneca  Lake,  rendered  quite  attractive 
by  its  lying  beside  an  old  Indian  settlement,  in  which  there  was  an 
orchard."  * 

The  old  pre-emption  line,  terminated  on  Lake  Ontario,  three 
miles  west  of  Sodus  Bay,  and  the  new  line  very  nearly  the  center 
of  the  head  of  the  Bay.  With  the  exception  of  the  abrupt  varia- 
tions that  have  been  noticed,  the  old  line  parting  from  the  true  merid- 
ian about  five  miles  south  of  the  Chemung  river,  bears  off  gradually 
until  it  reaches  the  shore  of  Lake  Ontario.  The  strip  of  land  between 
the  two  lines  was  called  "  The  Gore."  In  addition  to  the  patent 
granted  to  Reed  and  Ryekman,  the  State  had  presumed  the  origi- 
nal furvey  to  be  correct,  and  made  other  grants,  and  allowed  the 
bcation  of  military  land  warrants  upon  what  had  been  made  dispu- 
ted territory.  We  shall  see  what  was  the  final  disposition  of  the 
matter. 

After  Mr.  Morris  had  made  the  purchase  of  Phelps  and  Gorham, 
he  had  once  endeavored  to  promote  the  settlement  of  the  Genesee 
lands,  entering  into  negotiations  with  individuals,  and  with  those 
who  proposed  founding  settlements  or  colonies,  but  he  had  perfected 
nothing ;  though  some  sales  he  had  in  progress,  were  consummated 

*  In  speaUng  of  this  fraud,  to  tljo  author.  Jiulj^e  Porter  entirely  exonerated  Col, 
Maxwell,  for  whom,  in  common  with  all  wlio  knew  him,  lio  entertained  a  liii^h  res- 
pect In  tad,  it  turned  ont  tiiat  Col.  Miixr^'ell  wa^^  sick  and  obliged  to  tni^t  tlie  line 
to  Us  atworiatn  at  th«  time  the  fraud  van  committed. 
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by  his  successors.  His  plan  of  settlement  contemplated  principdy 
emigration  from  Pennsylvania  ;  but  there  were  formidable  diJSrx- 
ties  in  the  way.  A  wide  forest  separated  his  lands  from  the  nw« 
advanced  settlements  of  Pennsvlvania,  over  the  moantaios  aad 

m 

across  the  stream?,  of  which  no  avenue  had  been  opened  ;  ani  ae 
still  greater  difiicultv  was  the  tear  of  Indian  wars.     The  Six  X»- 

^-  MR 

tions  were  lo^Dked  upon  as  but  in  a  state  of  armistice,  as  hav:zic  r^ 
luctan!ly  yielded  to  npces?5:iy,  and  paused  in  their  stealthy  assaz^'j 
but  far  from  bein^  reconcile  I,  ready  to  again  take  up  the  tonsahivk 
and  scalpinrr  knife,  upon  their  own  account,  if  opportunity  was  of* 
fered.  or  at  the  biddinir  of  iho^e  who  were  vet  broodin:;  over  ibrir 
revenue  bjhind  the  walls  of  Forts  Oswejjo  and  Niagara-  and  in  their 
Canadian  retreats.     The  borderers  of  Pennsvlvania  had  seen  a&J  ib 
too  much  of  the  horrors  of  Indian  wars,  to  feel  willing  to  place  thea- 
selves  agtin  in  a  fjositioi  to  hj  harra?5?d  by  them.     Xews  had 
reached  ;hem  of  Indian  murders  of  survevors  and  emicrants  near 
Presque  I^le,  and  of  surveyors  in  this  recion  ;  of  solitary  cases  rfi 
renewal  of  In  linn  hostilities  upon  the  .Su?quehinnah ;  and  niiDX 
had  va-?!y  micrriifi?!  the  appreher.ded  danzer.     A  society  of  Mel- 
on isls  in  Pennsylvania,  had  contracted  with  Pheljjs  and  GoHaa 
for  a  t'»wn?h:p.  and  were  nei^>t;.itir-ir  with   Mr.  Morris  t'^r  a  iarr?? 
j-urchnse.  to  enable  them  to  >ettle  their  sons  in   this  cout/.rv.  t«: 
pave  u!i  the  rr«  o^ct  in  consequence  of  the  fear  of  Indian  war.    Mr 
Morris  writes  to  Mr.  Colquhoun  soon  after  he  had  sol  J  i'.»  the  As- 
sociation, that  •■  these  WM.-tiiV  but  tirni.i  r'e''.:.le   had  i^'own  afnU 
?ince  the  Indian  war<  at  the  westward  hid  become  so  ireneralasil 
is.  to  let  their  >:>r.s  q:«»out  ev-n  to  the  towr.siiips  tlv?v  have  bouziiL 
N^st  th'*  Six  Xa!!r»ris  sh'^'ul.l  hecome  }»arties.  and  attack  the  Geositf 
settlements.     Now  as  th'^r**  is  n*-'!  lii.'  ieast  danger  of  thi^  happen JMt 
the  Six  Xail« »:is  havir.z  dec;  i-J  ^ilready  for  i»e;ice.  yet  tJiese  lininl  peo- 
ple w  i  11  a  wa  i  t  thei  r  own  time.    I  w  i  11 .  ho  we  v  er.  a  i » nounce  l***  them  thftt 
I  can  suj^tr»]v  them  with  tiie  liiids  thvv  wanted,  and  as  1  think  tk 
Indian  war  will  be  of  shor.  iluration.  there  is  little  doubt  but  they 
will  huv  it  when  it  is  over." 

In  a  letter  from  Mr.  M*^»rris  to  Mr.  Coiquhoun.  dated  in  Jisne. 
1791.  ii:-  izivcs  a  tjenerai  >t:;:en.-nt  of  wild  lar.;:s  in  the  United  S:aa* 
ihe n  in  market.  S : •♦:•  ik : r. i'  •  »f  hi s  o w n  op^ ra t i 'jns  ho  sa vs,  he  tas 
50.000  acres  in  0:se;:o  c-^jrity.  that  he  had  b'UL'ht  of  the  State  of 
Vlw  York;  and  he  mentions  that  the  Slate  of  New  York  has  fct 


I 


FHSLP8  AND  GOBHAM^S  PUB0HA8S.  249 

600,000  acres,  but  he  knows  of  a  ''  company  who  intend  to  buy  it. 
The  State  asks  four  shillings  per  acre,  and  want  cash  down,  the  ap- 
plicants want  credit,  and  a  lower  price,  and  as  yet  the  land  remains 
unsold.  On  the  Mohawk  river,  lands  are  worth  from  £5  to  £l5 
per  acre.  New  England  currency."  He  mentions  "  that  in  company 
with  Governeur  Morris,"  (who  was  then  in  Europe,  endeavoring  to 
sell  lands,)  "  and  his  brother-in-law,  I  have  a  190  thousand  acres  on 
the  river  St.  Lawrence."  "  In  Pennsylvania  the  lands  belonging  to 
thjO  State  are  reduced  by  sales  and  settlement  to  an  inconsiderable 
quantity."  "  The  vacant  lands  in  Virginia,  from  a  vicious  practice 
in  the  land  office,  and  a  more  vicious  practice  of  the  surveyors,  are 
rendered  so  precarious  in  title,  that  people  are  afraid  to  buy  them, 
and  therefore  they  are  offered  at  6d  per  acre,  and  no  buyers." 
"Lands  west  of  the  Ohio  are  now  out  of  the  question,  until  the  In- 
dian war  is  over;  they  are  also  too  remote  from  any  market" 
"  Lands  in  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia  may  be 
cheap,  but  the  climate  is  too  warm  for  rapid  settlement." 


CHARLES  WILLIAMSON. 


As  soon  as  the  London  Associates  had  completed  their  purchase 
of  Mr.  Franklin,  the  agent  of  Mr.  Morris,  they  entered  upon 
measures  for  the  sale  and  settlement  of  what  they  had  acquired. 
Sir  Wm.  Pultney,  in  the  earliest  years,  was  in  a  great  measure  a 
tfent  partner ;  the  concerns  of  the  Genesee  lands  seem  to  have 
^  devolved  principally  upon  Mr.  Colquhoun.  He  devoted  himself 
earnestly. to  the  work;  availed  himself  of  all  the  information  he 
Oodld  acquire ;  projected  improvements  ;  and  made  himself,  by  an 
tctive  correspondence  with  Mr.  Morris  and  others,  in  this  country, 
iamiliar  with  this  region.  He  was  ambitious  to  make  it  a  lucrative 
Operation  for  himself  and  associates,  and  at  the  same  time  to  make 

I   himself  and  them  the  founders  of  prosperous  settlements.      His 
Correspondence  are  perfect  specimens  of  method,  and  high  business 


HoTR^— Almoflt  simultaneously  witli  tlio  sale  to  the  English  Association,  Mr.  Morris 
Vvi  purchawxlof  Ma«HachuhettM  wluit  Mo8srH.  Pholps&  Gorluim  hud  relinuuishod,  and 
^ha&  ahurwanls  oonKtitutcd  Uie  Ilollaml  purchase  and  "  Morris*  rescnrc"  llis  intmmt 
rin  tUi  ragio%  dkl  not  cetie  wiu  his  Bidd  to  Sir  Wok  Pall^ 
lA 
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qualifications ;  exhibit  great  foresight  and  prudence ;  and  toaching 
the  interest  of  those  upon  whom  was  to  devolve  the  hard  task  of 
subduing  the  wilderness,  there  is  blended  in  all  of  it  a  spirit  of  phi- 
lanthropy, and  fair  and  honest  dealing,  which  would  well  justify 
much  that  has  been  said  of  him  on  the  tablet  that  has  been  nused 
to  his  memory  in  Canandaigua.  And  with  nothing  to  judge  from 
but  his  business  letters,  instructions  to  agents,  &c.,  it  is  impossible  to 
form  any  other  conclusion  with  regard  to  Sir  Wm.  Pultney,  but  such 
as  are  creditable  to  him,  as  one  whose  capital  had  made  hb  ovn 
interests  and  those  of  new  settlers,  mutual. 

And  here,  with  a  knowledge  that  the  author  has  acquired  by  t 
perusal  of  masses  of  correspondence  that  have  passed  between  the 
foreigrf  land  holders  of  most  of  all  Western  New  York  and  ibeir 
agents  —  letters  written  in  all  the  confidence  that  would  accrue  from 
such  a  relation  —  he  is  constrained  to  remark,  that  the  country 
could  hardly  have  fallen  into  better  hands.  Both  the  English  and 
the  Dutch  companies,  under  whose  auspices,  as  proprietors,  three 
fourths  of  the  whole  country  west  of  Seneca  Lake  was  settled, 
were  composed  of  capitalists  who  made  investments  of  large 
amounts  of  money,  in  the  infancy  of  this  republic,  when  its  stabil- 
ity was  by  no  means  a  settled  point ;  and  lliey  were  satisfied  wtfa 
reasonable  returns  for  their  vast  outlays ;  and  patient  under  the  de- 
lays of  payment,  as  all  must  concede.  With  reference  to  both 
companies,  in  all  their  correspondence  with  their  agents  no  wish  or 
indication  escapes  them  of  a  disposition  to  have  the  new  settler? 
oppressed,  or  to  have  their  business  conducted  in  any  other  than  a  fair. 
honest,  and  liberal  manner.  If  any  wrong  policy  was  pursued  it 
was  a  fixing  of  too  high  prices  upon  land,  and  in  that  matter  they 
generally  were  guided  by  the  advice  of  their  agents;  but  ioBg,iB 
inaiiv  instances,  almost  inteniiinable  credits  were  given ;  and  ibl 
eJiLiblol  men  to  jK)ssess,  and  finally  pay  for  land,  who  could  not  hi^ 
done  sn,  if  payment  at  a  very  low  rate  had  been  demanded  inhaai 
Tlicie  Is  iioi  in  the  history  of  the  world  a  better  example  of  the 
aJvaiiiiigos  of  credit  than  is  I'urnished  in  the  settlement  of  all  this 

• 

rc^icn.     It   has   conferred   homes   and  competence   upon  tensol 
thoii?aiii!s  who  would  not  have  had  theni  if  pay  down  had  been  the 
onler  of  earlv  davs.     There  was  no  considerable  class  of  actuiii 
settlers  when   most  of  the  Genesee  country  was    brought   ioto 
market  that  could  pay  down  even  twenty  five  cents  per  acre.    The 
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pnr  j^'^nt  jnrstem  of  selling  the  wild  lands  of  the  United  States  would 
t.lM  have  answered  for  that  dav,  for  there  is  now  twentv  settlers  who 
are  able  to  pay  hetore  working  it  out  of  the  soil,  where  there  was 
oi:e  then. 

The  Association,  as  a  first  step  after  purchase,  looked  for  an  agent 
TO  iriar.a je  it.  The  choice  fell  upon  Charles  Williamson :  one  who 
w.'u:  destined  to  have  his  name  proroinentlv  and  honorably  identified 
wlih  ail  ilie  earliest  history  of  settlement  and  progress  in  Western 
New  York. 

Mr.  Williamson  was  a  native  of  BaUrrav.  in  the  countv  of  Dum- 
fries,  Scotland.  His  father.  Alexander  Williamson,  was  the  Secre- 
:ar}-  of  :he  Earl  of  Hopeton.  At  the  commencement  of  the  Revo- 
luuon.  he  held  a  captain's  commissii*n  in  the  British  service,  and 
was  ordered  to  this  country  with  his  regiment,  though  as  it  hap- 
rened  without  any  service.  The  ship  in  which  he  sailed,  when 
D -taring  our  coast,  was  captured  by  a  French  privateer,  carried  into 
Newburyport.  and  translerred  to  the  depot  at  Boston,  where  he  re- 
nvained  a  prisoner  until  the  clc^^  of  the  war.  was  married  and  re* 
niTT^ed  to  Scotland.  He  improved  his  stay  in  the  country,  by  col- 
lecting much  inibnnation.  and  left  it  with  high  expectations  in  re- 
ference to  its  destinies,  which  were  fullv  confirmed  bv  the  success- 
:u!  Termination  ol  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  After  making  the 
tour  oi  the  eastern  continent,  he  retumeii  to  London,  just  about  the 
perioi  when  the  attention  of  capitalists  in  Europe  was  drawn 
Toward  the  wild  lands  of  the  United  States:  his  opinion  and  infor- 
n'i&::on  was  much  soudit  after.  His  intellii^^nce.  and  fine  social 
qual:*jes  attracted  the  attention  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  Mr.  Ccdquhotin, 
then  sheritT  of  Westminster,  and  with  them  he  became  verv  inti- 
n-iate.  which  was  only  ended  by  the  death  of  the  parties.  Mr. 
WLiamson  had  a  stron;;  desire  to  return  to  this  countrv.  which  was 
graiined  by  his  appointment  as  agent  of  what  was  at  first  called 
"  The^  Association.  '*  anii  afterwards  the  Pultney  Estate.  Leaving 
Lccidon.  he  repaired  to  Scotland,  and  alter  arranging  his  affairs  there. 
saijed  for  this  countr\-,  accompanied  by  his  family,  and  two  well 
e^iuc^ted  and  intelligent  Scotchmen,  John  Johnstone  and  Charles 
C^rrieron.  who  came  out  as  his  assistants.  After  a  lone  vovace.  the 
:ar:v  arrived  at  Xortolk.  and  i^Mnir  to  Baltimore.  Mr.  Williamson 
provided  quarters  for  his  tamily  for  the  winter.  From  this  city  he 
wrote  to  bis  principals  that  all  things  looked  wteU  in  the  new  coun- 
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try ;  that  the  city  was  so  full  of  newly  arrived  emigrants  that  he 
found  it  difRcult  to  get  accommodations.     Preceding  his  companions, 
ho  went  to  Philadelphia,  made  the  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Morris*  and 
availed  himself  of  his  fcfiovvledge  of  the  Genesee  country,  and  his 
remaining  interest  in  it»  in  projecting  some  improvements,  the  open- 
ing of  a  direct  road  to  the  purchase,  and  a  general  plan  of  commen- 
cing the  settlements ;  at  the  same  time,  after  having  become  natural- 
ized he  took  from  Mr.  Morris  deeds  in  his  own  name,  his  principals 
being  aliens  and  non-residents.     In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Colquhoun  from 
Baltimore,  Mr.  Williamson  had  foreshadowed  some  of  his  ideas  of 
what  should  be  done.    He  states  that  he  had  just  met  with  a  gentle- 
man who  had  "traversed  the  Genesee  lands  in  several  directions;" 
and  his  account  corresponded  with  their  most  favorable  anticipa- 
tions :  —  "He  declares  that  even  the  worst  are  superior  to  any  he 
ever  saw."     Mr.  Williamson  adds:  —  "These  disinterested  ac- 
counts, from  different  people,  put  the  quality  of  the  land  in  the  fairest 
view.     The  next  object  then  is  to  take  some  liberal  and  decisive 
steps  to  bring  them  to  their  value.    Want  of   communications  b 
the  great  draw  back  on  back  settlements  distant  from  the  rivers 
that  run  into  the  Atlantic.     Remove  this  difficultv  and  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  Association  will  reap  an  advan- 
tage fifty  times  their  outlay  ;  and  come  to  their  purpose  many  yean 
sooner.     Nothing  will  draw  the  attention  of  the  people  of  America 
more  readily  than  the  idea  of  their  settling  under  the  protection  of 
an  association  who  will  take  every  means  to  render  their  farms  con- 
venient and  profitable.  **     In  the  same  letter  he  proposes  a  plan  for 
advancing  £J0  to  **poor  settlers  to  induce  them  to  settle  down  on 
the  worst  part  of  the  tract  where  wealthier  people  might  hesitate  ta 
make  a  beginning.. 

Mr.  Williamson  spent  the  most  of  the  winter  of  1791,  '2,  with 
his  party  in  Northun)berland,  Penn.  In  Februar}%  however,  he 
made  a  flying  visit  to  the  Genesee  countr}%  going  around  via  New 
York  and  Albany.  He  writes  to  Mr.  Colquhoun  that  he  passed 
through  "an  uninhabited  wilderness  of  more  than  100  miles  before 
reaching  Geneva,  which  consisted  of  a  few  straggling  huts," 
"  There  is  not  a  road  within  one  hundred  miles  of  the  Genesee 
country,  that  will  admit  of  any  sort  of  conveyance,  otherwise  than 
on  horst'bjiok.  ct  »»n  a  sled,  when  the  ground  is  covered  with  snow." 
"  The  i>rico  of  land  has,  in  a  few  instances,  exceeded  2s.  per  acre; 
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ncned  uwl  comsnenc'mz  bis  first  seujemeat  at  the  tenmaAiagcL  gf 
his  road  od  ifae  GtrDesee  river,  and  in  porsaaoce  of  thai  deicas*:i» 
bad  laid  oat  a  village,  which  he  caLed  WdJianksbc;^  puoo^cc  tt 
acres  of  flau.  aiid  buiit  a  k>&g  row  of  cweLiEigs. 

Thedwelli&gs  and  pk^ighed  ztoquA  were  ii^leEyied  ibr  ifae  tae  « 
a  German  cok>i.r.  As  **  Wiliiamsbcrg''  arid  *  the  Gersaczf/ 
ibrmed  a  distinct  feature  of  al^  this  nr^-yiL  in  an  eanr  dar,  kcc 
aooonnt  of  them,  their  advent,  and  after  hezn^a,  most  be  crrei 
here.  It  was  an  untoward  cofncaenceoMrnt  of  serijeiDentt  or  raiser, 
of  European  coloiuzation  in  the  Genesee  coontrr. 

Soon  after  the  Association  had  »^Dt  out  Mr.  WiZiamsooL  Gbst 
appeared  ;n  I»ndo&  an  itinerant  picture  merchant  &ocn  Genouiv. 
br  the  isaTje  of  Berezv.  With  a  zooi  deal  of  tact  azjd  z^zTJetsaah 
address,  he  h3id  wen  the  coiifidence  of  Mr.  Coiqohixm.  azki  prerai- 
ed  upon  him  to  kri  him  he^  aii  expedition  which  cocteicf^aKiS  cae 
bringiiiig  to  xLls  coantrv  a  cr.^:<mj  of  p»»r.  industriTus  Sasoev— 
colonizing  theiri.  ar»d  hoiding  thecri  h^re  as  redemptiooLass-*  ia- 
ftead  of  {^rJO'Ai:.2  his  instmc^Joas.  he  went  to  the  city  oe'  Has- 
burgfa  and  {^cked  o;*  idien;  indiderent  mechanic?,  hrJatm  d?vt 
eambier;  ar»d  i-laver?. — in  facL  hast  a't^r-j!  U'ie  w:.r«t  materlajs 
were  ever  Ototrctrd  2'>r  the  ifracticai  us^  of  a  new  se 

Thev  coi:5l5!ed  cf  alout  sever.:v  fiirili-rs.     Frooa  'jxrir  verr 

•  «  • 

thev  began  to  be  ^'-.-r  source  of  erjorm'.as  eir-rue.  Arr-vr;!  a: 
I»ndc»n.  thev  were.  af:er  a  rreai  deal  '.»:  tr-jti-^.  i-ct  :*&  bions  79^ 
chanere^i  vessels  ar*i  co:-5l^Tie<i  :>  RAen  Morris.  Thev  EialT 
arriveri  a!  NortharnberliM  "ur.  ab-yjt  the  tln&e  ti.i:  Mr.  WLLaaaan 
ooaioaencei  or^r.lnz  tiie  r-:*!  Axes.  $:«iies  aM  i>:-«  were  srocr 
ded  for  \htai.  ai^-i  thev  se:  ;o  w : rk  :  aLi  lii  work  en-xizi  tat 
made  of  i*^  Thev  had  to  &?  nrst  taash:  the  U5«  i-f  their  ZMs^ai 
were  far  fr^xn  learning  easdv.  Al  old  gecileman  wi«>  cairie  o«ff 
the  road  in  an  earlv  dav.  savs  'Sut  trees  kx/kei  as  J  uiev  c;;^  a 
"gnawed  down  bv  beavers. '    Tneir  lai*>r.  b-vwever,  made  dsi 
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principally,  to  where  Blossburgh  now  is.  They  were  then  taken 
down  to  Painted  Post,  and  remained  there  until  the  spring  of  '03, 
v\  hen  they  were  located  at  the  home  provided  for  them  at  Williams- 
bur*;.  Each  family  had  a  house  and  fifty  acres  of  land  appro- 
priated to  its  use  ;  necessary  farming  tools  ;  a  stock  of  provisions  ; 
and  there  were  distributed  among  the  whole,  27  yoke  of  oxen,  40 
ci»w.5.  80  hogs,  300  sheep.  Even  their  household  utensils  were 
proviiied  them.  Beside  all  this,  they  had  their  minister  and 
physician. 

The  city  training,  and  idle  habits  of  the  expensive  colonists,  soon 
began  to  be  exhibited.  They  were  both  idle  and  improvident,  the 
women  made  as  bad  use  of  the  provisions  that  had  been  furnished, 
as  the  men  of  the  farming  implements  that  were  put  into  their 
hands.  An  eye  witness  informed  the  author,  that  they  fried  their 
pork  and  then  threw  it  away,  supposing  the  grease  only  intended  for 
use ;  and  he  gave  other  similar  specimens  of  their  domestic  econo- 
my. The  whole  fiddled  and  danced,  and  drank  whiskey ;  even  the 
minister  proved  a  bad  specimen  of  his  cloth.  It  soon  turned  out 
that  most  of  them  had  been  deceived.  Berezy  to  swell  his  num- 
bers, and  gratify  his  ambition  to  be  the  head  of  a  colony,  had  prom- 
ised them  fine  times  in  America ;  had  assured  them  that  his  patrons 
beinir  rich,  they  s^hould  want  for  noriiing,  and  as  they  were  to  be 
the  founders  of  a  city,  they  could  each  choose  such  employment  as 
was  best  suited  to  their  tastes  and  habits.  That  they  were  to  dig 
and  delve  in  the  dirty  earth,  was  not  in  the  bond,  according  to  their 
understanding. 

Mr.  Williamson  soon  became  convinced,  that  he  had  at  least  one 
bad  job  u])on  his  hands,  as  the  founder  of  new  settlements.  One 
stock  of  provisions  was  consumed,  and  another  had  to  be  supplied ; 
the  fallows  that  had  been  provided  for  them,  lay  undisturbed ;  the 
sheep  and  hogs  that  were  intended  as  breeders,  and  the  cows  that 
were  intended  to  furnish  milk  —  all  obtained  at  great  expense  and 
trouble  —  one  after  another  disappeared,  and  were  found  upon  the 
shamMes ;  the  city  appetites  of  the  hopeful  colonists  craving  occa- 
sional alternations  between  salted  and  fresh  provisions.  The  ver}' 
seeds  that  Mr.  Williamson  provided,  instead  of  goii^  into  the 
ground,  went  into  the  pot.  And  what  was  worse  perhaps  than  all, 
Berezy,  by  indulgence  and  other  artful  management,  had  obtain- 
ed complete  control  of  the  colonists,  and  set  himself  above  Mr. 
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Wflliamson,  claiminc;  to  have  broucht  his  authority  d^recllv  froB 
head  quarters  in  London.  A  store  had  been  established  al  Wl 
liamsbunr.  which  was  under  the  care  of  Mr.  John  JohnsCor^e.  and 
Berezy  and  the  Germans  had  u^ed  its  g*x)Js  and  provisions  bvishSy. 
and  besides.  Berezy  had  ci^iilracted  debts  for  supplies,  especially 
with  the  Messrs.  Wads  worths,  assuming  that  he  was  ac'inc:  for  ibe 
Association,  and  not  under  the  authority  of  Mr.  Williamson. 

After  havinir  humored  the  whole  m:itter.  until  some  decisin 
measures  became  necessary.  Mr.  Williamson  visited  his  refractory 
colony,  takiniz  with  him  from  Canandaiirua,  his  friend  Thomas  Morris. 
determined  to  have  some  reform.  He  had  a  house  at  Wxiiiamf* 
burg,  then  occupied  by  James  Miller.  wh»? re  he  kept  a  desk  cootaic- 
ing  all  his  papers  that  had  reference  to  that  l>xrality :  and  there  he  and 
his  friend  took  up  their  quarters.*  Sending  for  Berezy  he  had  at 
interview  with  him,  which  ended  by  displacing  him  as  an  aawiL 
and  forbidding  him  to  exercise  anv  authority  over  the  Gerrniia. 
Call  ins  the  Uermar.s  tocother.  he  mtbrmed  them  of  their  new  reb- 
lions,  and  proposed  measures  of  further  assistance  to  them.  cocKfr 
tioneil  upon  their  sroinir  to  work,  and  tni-ing  to  help  themselves.  A: 
first  they  were  disj-  "«ed  to  listen  to  his  prf»posals.  but  the  snperw 
influence  of  Berezv  st.vn  i»revailc  1.  arid  r:o:  and  mi:*inv  surceedei 

Sundrtv  in!ervr-:ied.  aiJ  Mr.  Wi!;'nms."»::  s?.vs.  -  Berezv  acd  the 
minister  were  a"  .i-.w  r  v.v-w.«-.v:nj  in  evt-rv  liouse  in  th?  sev.IeT>?nL" 

m  •  m 

Monday  c.i?y.e.  in  i  Mr.  Wi!-".:::!!-?.?::  t*.»ur..i  :he  tr.inrters  -  •:'  hi^jei: 
and  friends  be-:r:»j:d.     The  GernMrs  h-.ii  co:!ec:od  in  a  S>*r.  ani 

m 

u r. der  : :i •.»  in t! u: r. : e  ■  .•:"  Ij ? r-.  7 v  w .  re  rv. :■. k •  r. z  e \ ■: m v .« jar. :  •: •: rr.rvi? 
as  the  tvmis  of  r-oaco.  and  a  Cv-r.'ir.ur.nce  in  :he  c*"'r.y.  51:.  Wii- 
liamsoi2  relreatt^d  into  the  hv;>..»  with  his  friends  Morris.  J.Hnstoof. 
and  several  «vh?rs,  in  a.l.  a  fvce  vastly  ir.feri-'^r  !:>  the  rvfractory 
colonists.     '■  D.'-iven  iuto  a  c-^rner  l^tween  tw?  writir.j  dvsks"  saw 

m 

Mr.  Williamson.  "1  had  !uck:!v  some  of  mv  owr.  r^«'r;?  r far  me. 

.  ... 

who  were  a^-le  to  kee:^  th-*  m-.^sl  s.ivaee  and  'l.irir^  .if  the  GrTMW 
otT.  though  ir.^  crv  was  to  lnv  holi  of  me.  Not^.ir.j  c*'j'  1  ec«l 
my  situation,  b*::  ?:rr?  of  the  Pari'^iiir*  scenes.  F-v  an  h'-^ur  arJ  i 
hair"  I  w:.s  in  this  situiti-o.  even*  insvjnt  e\;v^ci!:^.r  :"»  b»?  tomw 
pieces.*     Berv/y  find  nj  :h?  storm  he  had  rr.iseii.  raj  n:x  to  v» 
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jcr'.'y,  vi^l^i  i; :  bu:  n;\!i-?t.x>k  ih:  pl.uvof  ^vrsondlx^jault.  The 
ca::!;  *:  v.  ::*.o  •f'r::n"<:s  w:ro  dr!vo::  oil',  or  k.^kJ  t.^  fL;r:Ll>i\  a  fex<t 
vr  i^M.r..!  v.Mr.^u5a:.  T:::  \\\\:\:\y  .ir.J  pIii!:J:r  UisUvl  lor  <ovcrai 
cjvs  "..'  ':.*  Ivi:^^  :i.^  a:::!:o:".*.v  or  s-.;'vrior  f,>ree  to  o.ueii  it.  At 
orw  :  :  ■  \  \'.\:  '.v?  v  < !  ^\  .ui  o:'  : "; :  i*  o  v'!  -.^r  y .  w  ■ :  ^  ha  J  take  :\  s:aes  w  iih 
M  -  W  . .  .■  : :  i  .V 1  b  jv.'  .i:  r.  *  :!*.  .*  o".-  \*  j !  o  :*  ih  *  tl  .*  re  est  n?  so  v. :  .n  e ::  t.  He 
wi?  *:  j^rl.  ir.i  ::i  ii:::.vv::::^  '.-.>  rescue  hi:n.  Messrs.  Morris  and 
J.*r  s:;:.;*  '\;.t,*  ;:s5.;.:':.\i  a::d  tiu\r  I:ve5  j\dced  :li  jeoj^ariy  ;  but 
i:  A  V  : : •. .-. .: :  : '  v :  i  r  es J"  .i:v . 

rr:>. :.:  i::  ;:!!  •/ru^  ii::r:iy  w.is  Mr.  Kiohx-d  Cuyler.  then  acting  as 
Mr  ^ V  . ' : ..::  :s ; ". *s  o  '.v.  r k .  H  ,*  w  i  s  d i >'.u :o  hed  to  A '.  V  a  n  v  w  ith  a 
r^'i<  '.:::  v.\\v.  Gov.  iie;rue  Ci/.'.ixi.  for  a  I'oree  surSeiort  to  quell 
Ti>f  r    ■-  r\[  .*.:  it.***  ::: :  :"o  r:.^:;*rN.     B.^re^v  \\\:h  a  few  of  :he  Ger- 

•  •  ft  c^ 

arr-r.  .\:.i  ^ ::..<'..: ^  Mr.  R.^Ver:  Morris  o:\  :!':jir  side.  Gov.  Clintou 
■aBu-:  i  - : .  ■:  :1 :  r  :  .^  J  i: .: ."..::  Go! :.  \\  ho  had  l>ecn  ap ;vi :; ted  5*lie :  iif  ot' 
tae  r?*.v  ^•-.urty  of  Or.Mrio.  eo:v.:ra",ilr.|;:  him  to  suintv.o::  a  jx>si?e 
KT  :'..'  .irrj>:  of  ::-.e  liours.  A  f\>-so  eo^ual  ii;  cua;bor^  with  the 
Gen:..:.  ..*..:.:<:<   v*a>  :".o  0a5v  :::a;:;r  a:  that  ear! v  ;vr:^.\i  of  settle- 


r.::  fo:v.:::ut:!v  <;.::?  Voat  crvws  a::d  new  settlers,  had  iust 

rr* ..:  .::  R .;•.:;.     T-  :v  :-.;.id*  a  t'or^jd  :\'z''*l  snar^-h  ihro'«;.:h  the 

m 

bee  2  • ".  - .  •  •  .  - :  : ::  :::o  r". . : .  i' :; :  y  \\  -.  ro  :  aken  '.o  G  .ir.ai'. .:  a  -  ^ua  and 
irr  f  .:<  '  vos.d:  :  :o  v"'.:\-:'-  .■!  o'-i-o:  Ivii:;;  the  :i<ser::.vi  of  liie 
nrr?''.-:v  .^f  '.'.::  l.v.vs.  T  \.V'o  :.^  :'av  :he  ii^es.  th-.^v  w^re  hiavi 
•Xi!  :?  ■.,-." V  >::'!;"-?  :::  G;.:*.j.:".,:..  jm-i  a::d  the  v:o::'.i:y.  :.^  earn  the 
■KT'V.v     T".;:r    ::f.:'.oo.  'aus  <o::.o  of  the  eariies:  j-rdo:ioo  of  tho 

WO-r..  V.::.*.--.:  >[./.t/:'A<. 

E»\ '^-        X"     »  .*     - "» 

*••.■.■-       .-  _...'...        k     .       .       .«..  b        •.  .^^*1  &^..\.       K.ft*  k.i.         V*  >.    .    kkA  ^  ..> 

»  -  k  4 

1C|T    -      ■»       •     •;■•         -••►»    i«-^-       ■.-<     ■•      i    G-*"riJ.'l  ^••"0V.>  -''*   *      N>.V  I'"   ^V 

::?-*  had  •::;.iw  arrLi*  ^o: -.ei-.is  \\.:h  Gov.  S:ix:o».v.  for  so::!.::^:  e:iu- 
^"5  i:  wy.w  :>  ^:  w  T^^:::^  \  .:-.:  :::  tlio  tow::sh!-^  of  Markhan:. 
They  Tier.',  ly-^v,  ;•  .:  e!XM::";od  .i*.  '.h.*  i::;u:hof  the  Genjsee  river, 
ttd  '.ve r :  :  ::■••■.  ,i;  .'\  :'.\ :  t .. : ".y  :. j  ^i : :v rs  o f  W :n .  ller.c :;e r.  W lie r. 
*e  Sirs  :  .i;  ■  ?  f  :■:  r.  G  .ir. ;. .!  .i  :  o  :  .ik  e  :h :  :n  a  \\  a  v .  a  boa:r.:  ar^  was 
tr^Mz-id  La  the  rivor.  il.s  w.;s  ::v  f:rst  death  ar.d  fur.eral.  alter 
«t«?--.»'.:  c  :V::v-^roed.  ::i  a".',  of  w::^:  is  now  Monav  ovHiiitv. 

A7  -..-.i-  f  r./.  ij.„;,»  a'.te.v.j-;  at  eo!;:;  zal.oa  fruni  Euro:v.  d:d  not 
?r*:cn»s  so  f;Lr.  or  nuiier  look  aco±tfr  directioo.    IXxuud  Stewart. 
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an  enterprising  Scotchman,  of  "  Achnann  by  Appin,  in  ArjfsyV 
soon  after  the  purchase  of  the  Association,  had  organized  a 
in  bis  neighborhood,  the  destination  of  which  was  Cnmberi 
Cardina.  He  received  a  proposition  from  Mr.  Colqnhoon 
to  change  their  direction,  the  colonists  having  embarked  anc 
But  following  them  soon,  Mr.  Stewart  came  to  explore  the  ( 
country,  with  the  intention,  if  suited  with  it,  to  bring  his 
here.  He  spent  several  weeks  traveling  on  horseback,  w 
Williamson,  got  a  small  specimen  of  the  ague  and  fever ;  t 
country  in  its  primitive  roughness,  had  to  him  a  forbidding  1 
turned  his  back  upon  it  rather  in  ill  humor.*  There  were 
other  schemes  of  the  proprietors  in  London,  and  Mr.  Williaii 
colonize  this  region,  none  of  which  succeeded,  except  that 
persevering,  and  finally  eminently  successful  one,  at  Ca 
Springs.  And  here  it  may  well  be  observed,  that  in  referen 
erally  to  founding  new  settlements  in  the  United  States,  the 
ates  in  London,  and  their  agent  here,  had  many  impracticaU 
at  first,  of  which  they  became  finally  convinced,  by  a  pn 
pensive  experience. 

The  getting  the  Northumberiand  road  through ;  the  com! 
ment  of  a  settlement  at  Williamsburg,  and  the  buildics  of 
mill  on  the  Canascraga  creek,  near  the  present  to\i-n  of  Qk 
cupied  the  business  season  of  1792.  Mr.  Williamson  hiaue 
ing  settled  his  family  at  Northumberland,  was  ufon  the 
visited  Xew  Ifork,  Baltimore ;  travelled  in  the  interior  of 
land  and  Pennsylvania,  beating  up  for  emigrants ;  and  ei 
pretty  thoroughly  the  whole  region  over  which  his  agency  cH 

In  the  spring  of  1793,  operations  were  commenced  at 


•  A  eriod  an«dote  came  of  it  boverer,  which  it  l«  Aid  ha. J  ifOttKthinff  to 
10  diniike  **f  xht  coontrr.  Threading  the  i^»re«t  en  ho>«hairk.  Mr.  Wtllha 
kifl  companioa  were  attncted  br  the  n«  i^  of  fadlim:  watf-r.  Af  rr-ochiiv  ZL  3 
inuhinir  frr^m  the  rrick.  a&d  falling  over  a  jiref  ipice.  the  b«d  •  f  the  «CRam.  i 
and  tankii  cf>Terv«l  with  scilphar,  riveteri  tleir  attention.  It  wait  a  feuc  he' 
bet  nt<  era..*tlT  aCTeeaMe  Uj  their  «inell.     Afterffazir,jf.Ta  ^w  rLinjtrt.  Mr  ^ 


BOD  bpTike  the  Ml»-nce  br  ob^errine.  that  ther  had  f.»fjn'l  yiai  the  j.jc»-  i^  a  E 
coior.T.  The  n-aiJer  wiU  r.Wire,  za  the  iefnlj  r^zM'iio  ii  ij^'-Iai^.irr  d>l 
barniiC-A  j«.ke  hati  rpfcrence  to  a  certain  cutaner'tw  rnfirrnitv.  It  car;*  %< 
Ixvwlaiwier,  aLd  touchi-d  a  tender  corrl ;  caJied  »ip  rer:.;r.i.-cr-r-ce«  of  arciest 
their  TAlire  lan-i ;  wart  rfaier.te<i:  ar.d  »  MJ^l  ^»  oe  fi.r  i(  \hv  r^rot*  i>  wtj 
Highland  cnL-«nT,  waA  n<-4  earlj  intrndncwi  intr»  thi*  n.vi«jn.  The  r»>*fi!r*i 
flnrmized,  that  the  party  were  Tiewing  Cliftoa  Springs. 

tHame  Crom tht  dan^tts  U  Ba  Wm.  PnhDer,  who  ww  Coonias  <d  fitfk 
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;its  with  workmen,  provisions  &c.,  came  up  the  Susquehan- 
rii^tra  Point,  where  they  left  one  boat  and  halt'  the  load  of 
r.  aiul  reached  Bath  April  15,  1793.  Mr.  Williamson  ar- 
A  Xorthunilvrland  road,  two  days  after.  Some  shantees 
*o\\n  up,  a  vill.ige  plat  surveyed,  alc^  land  office  was  built ; 
n;:  the  se;ison,  alK>ut  twenty  other  log  buildings  were  erect- 
s  would  Ih>  said  in  this  later  day  of  refinement  in  language* 
leors  had  a  "distinct  view  of  the  elephant.*'  Provisions 
id  they  were  at  one  time  three  days  without  food ;  as  they 
away  the  forest,  the  fever  and  ague,  as  it  was  wont  to  do, 
into  the  opening,  and  the  new  comers  were  soon  freezing, 
and  then  burninii  with  fever,  in  their  hastilv  constructed 
It  was  Mr.  Williamson's  introduction  into  the  hardships 
aiions  of  the  wiUlerness.  "  He  would  lay  in  his  hut,  with 
to  the  fire,  and  when  the  cokl  chills  of  ague  came  on,  call 
'  one  to  lie  close  to  his  back,  to  keep  him  warm."  To  other 
mentj  durini;  the  year,  at  Bath,  Mr.  Williamson  added  a 
m.  which  was  opened  and  kept  by  John  Metcalf.  Bath 
»een  fixed  upon  as  the  centre  of  all  the  southern  portion  of 
»ciates'  purchase,  farther  improvements  were  commenced. 
iianoson  built  a  saw  mill  and  a  ffc'ist  mill :  emigrants  from 
rania  and  Mar\'land.  soon  Iviran  to  be  attracted  there.  It 
the  jx^riiianont  residence  of  Mr.  Williamson.  The  Duke, 
rt,  who  visited  him  in  the  summer  of  1795,  savs:  —  '•The 
n  of  tlie  Captain  consists  of  several  small  houses,  formed  of 
f  trees  and  joiners*  work,  which  at  present  forms  a  very  ir- 
vholo.  but  which  he  intends  soon  to  improve.  His  way  <rf 
simple,  neat  and  irooii ;  every  day  we  had  a  joint  of  fresh 
jetaMes  and  wine.  We  met  with  no  circumstances  of 
luxury*,  but  found  irooii  ease,  humor  and  plenty."  Perhaps 
tairest  eulopum  I  can  pass  upon  his  free  and  eas}'  urbanity 
lat  all  the  time  of  our  stav,  he  seemed  as  much  at  his  ease 
had  not  been  present.  He  transacted  all  his  business  in 
*nce.  and  was  actively  employed  the  whole  day  long.  We 
■sent  at  his  receiving  persons  of  different  ranks  and  des- 
.  with  whom  the  appartment  he  allots  to  business  is  generally 
He  received  them  all  with  the  same  attention,  civility 
1  nature.  They  came  to  him  prepossessed  with  a  certain 
re  in  him,  and  they  never  leave  him  diaaatis&ed.    He  is  at 
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all  times  readv  to  converse  with  anv  wbo  hare  bcczKS  «m 
with  him.  He  wi'I  bfrak  otTa  coQ^ersaiiir/a  wrih  fc*:§  trja 
even  e^t  up  from  dicser  fcr  the  sikeof  cLspatctvicg  aii»»  van 
to  «ri?afe  to  him. 

In  the  "T^rinz  of  1791.  :rr.::'70T»-ft»r.!s  Tr»r»  copTie-«»si  i:Gf 
the  firrt  at  J  pfrincipil  or.*  b«*:r.z  the  e  ration  of  itj*  G*^i?ti  : 
It  was  completed  ta  Decr!r/r.er.  aii  oper.eti  with  azncii  bnd.' 
furD!«heil  a  me»norabIe  e":*>^h  in  tSe  earir  h"5ti>ri'  c-f  tae  & 
coantnr.  The  H*:el  was  :a!ked  of  fir  aaJ  wile  as  a  wxiis? 
terurise  :  and  nch  i:  reaL'v  wa«.  Even  now.  afi*r  A*  Lacier 
six  vea:?,  when  fir.e  hoo^b  hare  arisen  ir.  ail  of  oir  citaea  ui 
crpal  villaff*?.  t}v?  oid  \V:liiirr.?'?*i  Hore!.  as  it  u  cfren  c:i2ai  "ai 
location  with  its  lirse  '-wn  park  in  fr>!i*.  is  rankeii  u  xe  : 
firrt  class.  Irra^rr.e  hr-w  i:  ws?  whra  it  ha:i  &>  o:<B?ec::«aa 
the  rraoQ  we«t  of  I'tica.  ave  cerha>5  ibsfrt  or  fxr  caCfiKiai 
framed  ti-rems  :  when  L:-7  tiTerr.?  •:vere  eerie nllT  th?  orter< 
dav.  It  was  an  A«v>r  Hori=.?  :h*ri :  an-i  eren  this 
sbor:  of  convevir^  ai:  ii*a  of  '/.s  :>.e:i  cocTiT-erat.'Te 
Williamson  wnXe  to  his  pr'r:?i:a>.  p<'-'pi-j«n2  sorfi  a  mm 
iirze»l  that  as  it  wwid  rjsr.i  :r;  -.h?  riorarar  or  entnaoei 

a  favr^ah'^  :rr:prfrt?::r. :  ar.!  "-j^:  '>:«lie.  :r-i:  -s-^cn  a  ^i^cft. 
aD  the  coT.Tor?  of  a  r'«>i  Erriih  in::  •::•.:!:  !•?  re; 
invite  re5Teo:s*:>  Te-::->  •-:■  ::.■:  cv^r.-T.     Ar.:  >:-»■: 
How  ir.ariT  rea-ft-r?  rf  t'-i*  rirr  rr':.!r.'5.':r-."L?rs.  wll  : 

in  th*  '<v*  £"■  i  ■i'*-a"T  '■■>*—  -j-*  -i*  -^^  -r  v  •  *  •  •*=■  »■-  -.  -a  Fj«>-9i^^  ' 
in ir*em^«rT.  is  t^*» o! i  «t^;:r  ^  . *. : '. :  ih-.^^i  ar. :  izjisrj  w.*± >xd 
rides,  over  h'jb*  i-r  :»:.jc'rj-r:  ci-j  r-.-ii*.  :r<irre  wi^c^i  be  ^« 
crack  of  i*  dr>er'*  -vh:,  ::.r  •j"^:>-l.ir  of  tjie  wr.-sei  sTcna 
pavemenf.  the  ftri^fr.z  u:-  •*:•  :.•:*  i  :•: -.  tr*  ret!  rr  :'::t  aiii  lae 
of  ain>-is:  xz*r.-^i  Lrr/t-» :  th-r  u-r-rrrr  i-  !•:•  w*  warBTisi  aaf 
fortabie  ar-i.'*r./<?i:v«  die  ?Tr.*\  \z.i  zr.e  tiste  -x  frr-Fjilr^  aa 
hot  coff':e.  a&ri  orhjer  "crri*'::re  cot'' .r*.  :.*■=:  :t  wvi  net 
fpeak  of  rjow.  Yo^r  ::/>■:  *r:i  i.-ivrLrr?  £::■■•»■  l:ii,tc -"t*  i 
lferoe«  of  r^n  ar*i  r^eirsre  -f  trje  c:  fi«r.:-ei*-.i  war  of  n 
from  Aihany  to  Bodaio.  Fvr  iar  t.v'i  to  hiS  Lew  H  x-L  Jfc 
liam^on  seWred  TTicctas  Po^*':.  T:r.--fii  he  ^-i:  kt^i-wr;  .a  L 
coQiMcted  with  the  celebrated  -  Thatcted  C<ytijce.  cc  rs 
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1.  politicians  and  wits."  *  lie  had  previously  emigrated  to 
iry.  and  opened  a  house  at  Tjansingburg. 
!;:i  Mr.  Williamson's  house  was  at  Bath,  a  large  proportion 
lie  was  spent  at  Geneva,  attending  to  matters  connected 
northern  division  of  the  purchase.  The  company  that  he 
Lind  him,  made  a  verv  considerable  business  for  the  new 
id  it  was  the  early  home  of  the  young  men  without  fami- 
localed  at  Geneva;  the  principal  stopping  place  foremi- 
ho  could  affonl  the  comforts  of  a  good  inn.  Under  the 
of  Reed  and  Ryckman,  Jwcph  Annin  and  Benjamin  Bar- 
urveyed  a  small  village  plat,  which  was  superseded  under 
iamson's  auspices  by  a  new,  enlarged  survey,  generally 
ndicated.  except  that  the  new  survey,  Mr.  Williamson *8 
templated  that  the  whole  town  should  be  built  up  fronting 
;  the  space  between  the  mam  street  and  the  Lake,  was 
for  terraced  parks  and  gardens.  In  a  few  words,  Geneva 
lOugh  heauMlul  in  all  its  appi^intments,  more  upon  the  utili- 
der.  than  Mr.  Williamson  intended.  He  had  seen  the 
iu  his  travels  upon  the  continent,  and  associating  Seneca 
h  "  Lake  Leman,*'  had  in  view  an  imitation,  in  a  wilder- 
le  new  world.  In  reference  to  this  as  well  as  other  of  his 
IS,  his  ardent  and  sanguine  temperament  led  him  to  sup- 
viilrjfj.^s  and  village  iniprovemonts,  to  a  considerable  extent, 
?code  a  general  cultivation  of  the  soil.  Experience  has 
at  they  must  lollow  by  slow  steps  after  it. 
loicl  was  but  a  part  of  Mr.  Williamson's  enterprises  at 

the  State  hail  acknowled;xed  the  correctness  of  the  new 
ion  line,  as  in  the  case  of  the  site  of  Geneva,  and  Reed 
kman,  patent  had  been  issued,  covering  nearly  the  whole 
Gore."  Mr.  Williamson,  through  the  agency  of  Mr.  John 
e,  liavini:^  purchased  all  the  patents,  had  so  fortified 
\  of  Win  principals,  that  he  had  ventured  upon  exercising 
p;  thoujii  title  was  yet  an  open  question.  In  March, 
lile  a  bill  was  |)er.d:nir  in  the  legislature,  providing  for  run- 
lird  line,  by  the  JSiirveyor  General,  and  if  the  one  run  by 
*ori  shoull  prove  correct,  to  L'ive  the  Associates  other  lands 

Tc'.'i   Ifocam »  an  r:irlv  sta;:  •  pr«'prioti»r.    Afkcr  kt*oiun|(  tlio  IFnU'l  f'>r  niany 
xnoved  to  Sdwuccuiij,  and  was  succeeded  by  liis  DruUwr,  Wm.  rowelL 
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IB  Ueo  of  those  that  had  been  T'^tenled  iip«9G  ib»  Gsr* 
Schojler  iDtrodacnl  amesKlmeots.  which  prvraSefii  saikMii 
cretkniaTT  with  the  Sarrejor  G^oenlr  iHowix^  L  m  V-  v:k 
muuDg  of  a  new  line,  if  he  sati«fi^<i  hix&sirif  iha:  Mr.  Ei 
line  was  correct ;  and  Jeave  it  to  the  cocaiLJSBXtxf  <i  :& 
oflfee  to  amnee  matters  between  the  hciiders  of  paaez;ti  ^ 
•ociates.  or  Mr.  WiIIianHr*a,  hokdirz  as  be  <:>!  br  pzrrJma 
of  the  patents,  to  perfect  die  t:!^  to  "  the  Gore;,'  naerr 
acres.     As  an  eqaiToleot  for  what  he  had  paid  in  ibe  zk^ 
patents,  the  oomoiisfioDers  of  the  lii«d  office  ooQTeTcd  VMua 
the  same  quantity  of  land  embraC'ed  in  the  paient^,  <£  r: 
militarT  tract,  in  what  is  low  Wo^coit  and   GaJec,  k  ^ 
countT. 

The  reader  will  have  s^en  that  the  first  iocatkn  oc  "Trie  I 
and  her  follower^  was  upon  ~  The  Gore.""  Their  \Am  t 
confirmed  bj  Mr.  W::lia:r.sor:.  a;;o:2  ternis  eeneralij  saaoc 

Sodus  was  the  next  site  chosen  for  the  focadaiicci  cc  t 
ment — tn  in  fact,  for  the  fuonding  of  a  comiuercAal  r-Zaet 
to  saj  citT.     In  all  Mr.  Wiliiaoison's  plans  for  aeciiac  a 


r»f.a?4>  as«i  r?  :i^  Su>-  '?  y-nr  Y  -^t     "T*  tI-  *r,'Mrr?:»^r%.  'r>£  ^•.  ^^»  ■ 

IK-  J*.  I-  ri *->■=.  i_-ea  ^* 

_         *       ■      *         —  *  ■  ^^ 

S«.^^ip=I  !»■■•. —Tilr.  Til'*.  EfiBKVi 

•fet  -t  w*  i.i*i-:  ^.^rv^^  ziT*^  4  *  -..  t :  -^-.^  4i  -*----;i^^*  -  I  *=--a. 
Xrr.  m::*!  \^ips.  r*:  mrrJt'=»n\  ▼iJri'r    ..-   Lit*  ■^.-  ->▼:>.-•  ia:  -wtl 


frs'*     u.*:  »jt^  «mirk<';j 


4  ~ 


i^  ^=,rTu-»  JL'   *.:-*  -  .^^-TT.  —It  "flsa  I 


A  J|td  12  k«vai( iW  arwil  TnirWi  c^ia  &=^~t  wci«d  : 
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and  his  projections  of  internal  improvements,  laid  from  time  to 
e  U»fore  his  principals,  he  had  looked  to  the  Conhocton,  the 
ii?te.  Tio£Ta  and  Sus(]uchannah  rivers,  as  the  avenues  to  market 
n  the  southern  district  of  the  Genesee  purchase ;  and  to  Balti- 
re  a?  its  commercial  mart.  With  these  views,  he  had  founded 
ih.  •  Lix>kin£r  to  Lake  Ontario,  the  Oswego  river,  Oneida  Lake. 
)od  rn»ek,  the  Mohawk  and  the  Hudson  river,  and  the  St.  Law- 
ce.  as  avenues  to  the  New  York  and  Montreal  markets,  for  the 
ihern  district  of  the  purchase,  he  selected  Sodus  Bay  as  the 
imcrcial  depot. 

^arly  in  the  winter  of  1703,  he  determined  upon  improvements 
re,  and  in  the  spring  of  '&1,  he  had  roads  cut  out  from  Palmyra 

Phi'Ipstown,  to  get  access  to  the  spot  from  those  points.  It 
i  his  first  appearance  in  the  Lake  Ontario  region,  and  his  pre- 
?e  there,  with  his  surveyors,  road  makers,  builders,  and  all  the 
nue  necessary  to  carry  out  his  plans,  created  a  new  era — in- 
ed  new  hopes  with  the  scattered  backwoods  settlers.  It  had 
ed  before  he  came,  as  if  for  long  years,  no  one  would  be  bold 
igh  to  penetrate  the  dark,  heavy  forests,  that  in  a  wide  belt,  were 
:ched  alonrr  the  shores  of  the  Lake.  Thev  entertained  before 
hopes  of  realizing  for  years,  any  better  facilities  for  trans- 
ition to  market,  than  was  alfohled  by  Ganai^wa  Creek.f  the 
it  of  Canandaiirua  Lake,  and  Clyde  river.  He  had  preceded 
enterprise  by  a  written  announcement  of  the  plan  of  oper- 
is :  —  It  contemplated  the  survey  of  '*  a  town  between  Salmon 
'k  and  Crreat  Sodus  Bay,  and  a  spacious  street,  with  a  large 
re  in  the  centre,  between  the  Falls  on  Salmon  Creek  and  the 
lorai^e  in  the  Bav,  and  mills  are  to  be  built  at  the  Falls  on  Sal- 

Creek."  He  adds  :  —  "As  the  harbor  of  Great  Sodus  is  ac- 
vledi!ed  to  be  the  finest  on  Lake  Ontario,  this  town,  in  the  con- 
ence  of  the  mills  and  extensive  fisheries,  will  command  advan- 
s  unknown  to  the  countrj*,  independent  of  the  navigation  of 


t  rimiiM  l».»  •ilwi'rvo'l.  that  h**  i*«»iitf!npIattHl  the  itiippiTwnent  of  the  navi.!<;atioj 
i«i:  nvi-Ps  :in<i  pn'Jtvtoil  a  canal  to  ct>uiioct  tho  liu;^  aiid  Di'Liwure  rivtini,  in 
tti  naeh  Phibbli l{ 'hia. 

;»i«l  Cnt'k.  until  nri-ntly.  Tho  oM  nfinu*  wan  Mi'rn!i»«l  with  th«*  rocolU»ctinn  «f 
ant  vatvri.  Ukj"'.  chilUainl  fovorH.  When  itA  whi>lo  ai^iei't  had  btfn  chanei<(i  hy 
an<l  of  inipnivi'nuiit,  nml  it  )iCtMnu>  vvvn  iiiotnn*M]|ne  and  beautiful  in  itn  nu-on- 
LTi  thnii:::h  ruhivatctl  tiiOiirt.  anil  a  rural  nrvncr^-  iu'ldoiii  cqualU^l.the  dwoUon)  in 
llf  ▼  m-«fr«>  f  nahk-vl.  with  tho  \w\p  of  LewiA  MJrgan,  £0q ,  vf  Ruchuitvr,  to  come 
aucivni  Seueca  dudo,  which  th«j  ad^vted. 
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rf  twelve  persons,  were  piloted  up  the  Mohawk,  and  by  the  usual 
water  route,  by  Wemple.  the  Indian  trader  who  has  been  mentioned 
in  connection  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kirkland.  Arriving  at  what  was 
then  the  principal  head  of  navigation,  especially  for  batteaux  of  any 
considerable  size,  they  located  and  erected  log  huts  half  a  mile  south 
of  the  present  village  of  Lyons,  where  James  Dunn  lately  resided. 
The  heads  of  families,  were :  —  Nicholas  Stansell,  William  Stansell, 
and  a  brother  in-law,  John  Fealherly.  They  had  been  inured  to 
hardships,  toil  and  danger,  as  border  settlers  upop  the  Mohawk,  and 
in  Otsego  county  ;  Wm.  Stansell  had  been  to  this  region  in  Sulli- 
van's expedition.  Their  nearest  neighbors  were  Decker  Robinson 
and  the  Oaks  family ;  the  same  season,  a  few  families,  located  at 
Palmyra.  The  Stansells  and  Featherly  may  be  regarded  as  the 
Pioneers  of  all  the  northern  part  of  Wayne  county.  They  ground 
their  corn  in  a  small  hand  mill  "until  a  German  named  Baer  put  up 
a  log  mill  where  Waterloo  now  is. "  Jointly  with  the  Pioneers  of 
Phelps,  they  opened  a  woods  road  to  that  neighborhood  and  in  the. 
direction  of  the  mill  at  Waterloo.  The  father  of  the  Stansells  died 
in  the  earliest  years,  and  was  buried  in  the  absence  of  any  funeral 
rites ;  there  being  no  one  to  conduct  them.  A  few  weeks  previous 
to  Wayne's  victory,  the  early  Pioneers  became  alarmed ;  made  up 
their  minds  they  must  flee,  or  see  a  second  edition  of  the  scenes 
that  they  had  passed  through  upon  the  Mohawk ;  the  old  batteaux 
that  brought  them  into  the  wilderness  was  re- corked  and  pitched  to 
take  them  out  of  it ;  they  were  upon  the  point  of  starting,  when  news 
came  that  "  Mad  Anthony  "  had  humbled  the  western  nations,  and 
smothered  the  flame  that  had  threatened  to  break  out  in  the  Gene- 
see country.  These  early  adventurers  depended  much  upon  the 
"products  of  the  forest ;  "  not  such  as  comes  under  that  head  in 
our  modern  canal  statistics ;  but  upon  wild  game ;  deer  principally. 
Nicholas  Stansell  was  a  hunter,  and  would  go  out  and  kill  from 
eight  to  ten  deer  in  a  day.     Nicholas  Stansell,  a  surviving  son  of 


VoTK.  —  Tliis  early  colony  brought  in  with  them  some  hoga  and  the  reetult»  with 
other  similar  ones  that  will  be  iiotctl,  c<)nfirms  the  fact  that  our  domesticated  hog  will 
if  tamed  into  the  forest,  to  share  it  with  wild  animals  alone,  go  back  to  his  primitive 
eondition  in  one,  or  two  years,  at  farthest.  A  boar,  of  this  primitive  stock  changed 
m  form,  became  a  wild  racer,  his  tusks  grew  to  a  frightful  length  ;  ho  became  more 
than  a  match  for  bears  and  wolves  ;  and  finally  a  terror  to  the  new  settlers,  until  ho 
WM  hunted  and  shot.  The  first  progeny  of  this  primitive  stock  when  caught  could 
not  be  tamed,  and  generally  had  to  be  hunted  like  other  game. 

IT 
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■TEr  <::'  th^  txTo  Pic»LeeT  br'^iiers,  who  row  rerades  in  Arr:aii2 
Wbtt.'S:  cTir.*j.  says :  —  -  After  our  fjr:  rrcick  «  proTisipw  wk 
exhiu^t*-:.  wr  siT  h^rd  i'itj*'?:  ?■:•:  ou:  of  com  cm^-e :  "w*;l':  vol 
:-:»nr'/.  ■:■:'  C^c*r:iaff'i  iLlisLT;?.  For  d:;v5  we  were  wliiiom  slt  pn- 
rlszoL?  '"ii^r  t^icii  -R-hit  the  foren.  ihr  FtrestSi?.  arid  c*nr  cc»wi  baiE- 
dt-d  We  e:^!  rriii  md  srreeiL?.  VcrLi>:»ii  tnf  nsh  we  CTuid  h-wht? 
hire  :i  T'-'cr.TT.  31  v  fi'iier  hsrd'v  eT^r  riiissed  wheL  he  w»?ir  oc 
ifier    a  deer.     SsJmviL  bis?.  T'ickereL  5Z«ectied  trc«rL   ducks  m: 

A  =rr.il  y-aV.h  of  ccrr:  'dsi  iK^ta'cef.  rz^sed  It  ilie  Si&nseliE  nu. 
T- 's''.rr:-r.  cT:  the  o^d  Dor^rT  farm,  in  37*9.  were  the  firs:  rns 
ra:?e.f  :r.  WivTje  ccnziXr, 

?*>.:  ■."l?  .Sisc-St!:  died  in  1S17 :  his  rurririiir  s'.itf  et*.  Wifiiar 
S*.a':?irl.  of  Arc'-iia.  arid  Ge^'rje  S!.5iri?eL  who  i:  res  it  mlie  scnlt 
jf  Nrrvrirk-  Jor.n  Feather t  c>e::  &  few  Tear?  siiice  ii.  lb*  low 
:»f  R:»?r,  'jjed  ^0  v^ars.  X-cho/::?  S:aiiH:lL  xiVAZiz^rjz  hi*  re«iae» 
:r.  ISOf*.  ••e'-iTje  :he  r'T''':»ne!or  of  larids  nricc:  whjch  liie  TiLais  c 

«  «  M  ^ 

Mr.  Vi':;.iT-=.:'r.  co.T.rrjrr.?ed  07»ersti-»r!?  a:  Lv-Mis.  in  :iie 
:*    17^4.     He  rr.-ade  Chirie?  Carrjer:*::  h:*  rriDcijal  kcal 
I^ e : : rr ' :  1*  :  e i r' v  •-  : *  :a?'dr. d  t ere?,  v.  • . :- -:  tt sf  a"^ eT^r l rd«  rak  if 

..  —  -   -.  _ .  .   -  r . . .  T    ij-  ^^r    c-.  -   c.-? ..-.*c  • .      i-^L . . .  -  . .  !•"  c i  ve  -.i.  Ji  •'*■ 
HtT".'  Tc"rr.  •-?  Mr.  W:l::i :::?.'.•:-"?   -re:*  r.*-f  ■i'r-iied  Lnd  rat- 

i  L r  rr . . .  ?  r; .  'j.- :  r,  - "^e  '  »r ■'-  r.  c  f  r_'  •  v  r  * '. ':? t_   '  t  i  .  i ;  rr  rr.  h "^  rriiri*"  i«r 

•  I  •      -  *       .  •-  m  •     -  -  T  «  T  • 

*-    «^«      ■*  -        -  1^  0 ,  *'       »    _       «i  »    ■     v«   -     w»«      •         r.    V. '  .^'      *       ^.*        «**  —     'V        a—     .  ■        «...  L.      , 

.J -.'.'.;      ^i  1    1.?  i    .-•■._■  T  .»■*•    4. ■.'._"..  „.T   !---:. T  .       x_* 

•  ■     ■     •  ^ 
^—  •■.  -r     .jr.*;...    _.     ■■-       --.     -.-    .              .              _.          .^  k.«l.  -" 

T         •    ■  ■■»..- 

-----      -     ..T:,'    ..  .r  ...    * *■.-!-    .J....     .■-     '.f-  UK*- 

■  --^•-  -  •  ■    -  -  —  -■    -  .-       •.  -.    .  •  .       n  .^    -  -    -    ■■—•--    .      .  •-  .   i  •:      •      ■    ^•--  I  S^i^^ 


C       *  \    —   ^^^       iZ*  "  ^"^  .">■■•      *,        "         ••*       •■  #•       -*        •.*■ 


Trji*?-:  : 


'  «:  i?  it^yf  s-irrvz  ii  l  w>-x1i«  sac  tf  prcafrrKKi,  ck  ti«  fioatk  cf 
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the  mouth  of  the  River  and  the  Falls,  had  been  sold  by  Phelps  and 
Gorhan),  before  their  sale  to  the  London  Associates.  In  1794  he 
visited  the  Falls,  Prideaux  Bay,  and  spent  a  day  or  two  with  Wm. 
Hencher.  He  soon  after  purchased  of  Samuel  B.  Ogden,  the  Allan 
Mill,  and  the  Hundred  Acres,  with  a  view  to  commencing  some 
improvements  upon  the  present  site  of  the  city  of  Rochester.  Al- 
lan had  sold  the  proi)erty  to  Benjamin  Barton,  senior ;  and  Barton  to 
Ogden.  DZr*  See  deed,  or  title  paper,  i^  Library  of  Rochester 
Athenaeum  and  Mechanic's  Association.  At  the  time  of  William- 
son's purchase,  the  mill,  a  frail  structure  originally,  with  no  cus- 
tomers to  keep  it  in  motion,  had  got  much  out  of  repair.  He 
expended  upon  it  some  five  or  six  hundred  dollars — put  it  in  tolera- 
ble repair — but  unfortunately  there  were  no  customers.  It  was 
difficult  of  access  from  the  older  settlements,  and  mills  more  con- 
venient for  them,  were  soon  erected.  The  purchase,  repair,  and 
sale  of  the  mill  and  mill  tract,  was  about  the  extent  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liamson's  enterprises  at  the  "  Falls  of  the  Genesee  River,"  where 
the  aspect  of  things  in  that  early  day,  was  any  thing  but  encouraging. 
In  1798,  a  party  of  emigrants  from  Perthshire,  Scotland,  emigra- 
ted to  America,  landing  at  New  York,  and  coming  west  as  far  as 
Johnstown,  Montgomery  county,  halted  there  to  determine  on  some 
permanent  location.  Mr.  Williamson  hearing  of  the  arrival  of  his 
countrymen,  made  a  journey  to  see  them.  He  found  them  poor 
in  purse  —  with  nothing  to  pay  for  lands  —  and  but  little  even  for 
present  subsistence ;  but  they  came  from  the 

Land  of  the  forcHt  mid  tho  rock. 

Of  dark  blue  lake  and  mighty  river, 
Of  moiiutnins  reartMl  aloft,  to  mock 

The  Btomi*s  career,  tlie  lightuing's  shock  ;— 


NoTB^ — The  followiiiff  may  Ikj  j>resiiiii<3d  to  }yo  the  firat  husinewj  letter  that  wm  over 
vrittcn  fn>ni  the  Kito  of  tho  pros<'nt  city  of  Kocliester.  C-hristnphtsr  Dugan  married  a 
■rter  of  Ebcnczcr  Allan,  aiKl  was  put  in  charge  of  the  mill  by  liini : 

Falls  ov  Oxxkssb,  Ang.  9, 1794. 

The  mill  erected  by  Ebcnezer  Allan,  wliich  I  am  informed  you  liave  purduiacd,  is 
in  a  bad  situation,  much  out  «»f  n'pair,  and  unless  attcutiim  w^pjiid  to  it,  it  will  soon 
tnko  it«  voyajfeto  the  Lake.  I  luiven-sidtMl  hore  for  flevcral  yearn,  aud  kq)t  watch  and 
ward,  without  foe  or  recompense :  and  am  plea^id  to  hear 'that  it  haii  fallen  into  tho 
haiids  of  a  lyentleman  who  \»  able  to  repair  it^  and  whose  character  is  such  that  I  finnly 
believe  ho  will  not  allow  an  old  man  to  suffer  without  rewanl  for  his  exertions.  I  wisn 
to  Ilivc  you  come,  or  send  some  one  to  take  care  of  the  mill,  as  my  situation  ht  such 
as  makes  it  noccdsary  soon  to  remove.     I  am  sir,  with  respect,  your  most 

obedient  humble  s(!rvant, 

CBAun  WiLUAiisoir,  Esq.  CHRISTOPHER  DUQAIT. 


268         VHELPS   AHD  GOBHAM's  FTBOHASE. 

they  were  rich  in  courage,  in  a  spirit  of  perseverence,  in  haUts  d 
industry ;  in  all  the  elements  that  life  in  the  wilderness*  and  socoea 
in  it,  required.  Mr.  Williamson  became  to  them  not  only  a  patrooo. 
but  a  benefactor.  *'  A  Scot  had  met  a  brither  Scot"  He  oflered 
them  a  favorite  location,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  ^  Big  Springs." 
(Caledonia) ;  —  land  at  three  dollars  per  acre,  payable  in  wheat  a: 
six  shillings  per  bushel ;  a  reasonable  pay  day ;  and  besides,  to  for- 
nish  them  with  provisions  imtil  they  could  help  themselves.  T<m 
of  their  number  were  sent  out  to  view  the  lands ;  were  pleased 
with  the  allotment  that  Mr.  Williamson  had  made ;  on  their  letani, 
met  him  on  his  way  from  Geneva  to  Canandaigua  ;  he  drew  op  a 
writing  on  the  road,  and  the  bargain  was  thus  closed.  In  3Iarcli| 
1799,  while  there  was  yet  sleighing,  the  Scotch  adventurers  came 
from  Johnstown  to  the  "  Big  Springs.'*  Those  who  first  caav 
were:  —  Peter  Campbell  and  wife,  Malcolm  M'Laren  and  viie, 
John  M'Xanghton  and  wife;  and  Donald  M'Vean  and  Hnck 
M'Dermid,  single  men.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year,  they  wen 
joined  by  their  countrymen,  John  M'Vean,  John  M'Phenos. 
John  Anderson,  Duncan  Anderson,  all  single  men  *but  MTean. 
During  the  next  year  they  were  joined  by  Donald  M'Pbenaa. 
Donald  Anderson,  Alexander  Thompson,  and  their  families.  Those 
whose  names  have  been  given,  except  Thompson  and  M'Vean, 
had  crossed  the  ocean  in  the  same  ship.  They  are  to  be  recarded 
as  constituting  the  primitive  settlers  at  Caledonia,  though  lor  several 
years  after,  other  of  their  countr}men  joined  them. 

The  Sprin2>.  being  on  the  great  trail  from  Ti.i'za  foint  to  For. 
Niagara,  had  l«»ng  been  a  favorite  camping  ground.  +  Previi.-io*  t? 
the  Scotch  advent.  Fuller  and  Peterson,  had  become  squatters  there, 
built  lojT  houses,  and  entertained  travelers.  Tiiis  furnifshed  the 
Scotch  settlers  a  temporary-  shelter.  John  Smith,  one  of  Mr.  Will- 
iamson's surveyors,  soon  arrived  and  surveyed  their  lands,  so  pUfr 
ning  the  surveys  that  each  allotment  would  have  a  front  ujxm  thf 
streams.  Lojr  houses  were  soon  erected  in  the  primitive  mar.isef- 
small  patches  of  summer  crops  planted ;  and  the  Scotch  setileff 


•  Th»  had  b^cn  tLvnim*^  ..f  the  localitj.  errn  a)>  far  liarl:  &.«  the  fipc:  Elxxriish  QCt»- 
pancv  of  Nuurvm.    Mr.  Williamnan  pmre  it  the  new  name  c»f  CalvJ-.'iia. 

t  .\n  old  Cir.ailiun  c  ii  i  jT^*t  and  a  fnequeiit  irAn-lvr  upf»n  iho  tnui  a}^.TiX  tkr  tfc* 
of  the  Rrrul-jtiun.  fuvK  tli&t  caxnpn^  there  waa  so  frequeijt,  thu  tLv  firtM  of  ccc  fC? 
Would  be  bnnuDg  WAea  aaoUMr  amf«l 
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were  soon  underway,  though  struggling  with  stinted  means  against 
all  the  hardships  and  privations  of  backwoods  life.  On  their  ar- 
rival Mr.  Williamson  had  promptly  given  orders  to  Alexander 
McDonald,  who  was  then  his  agent  and  clerk  at  Williamsburg, 
for  supplying  some  provisions.  Wheat  was  procured  at  Dans- 
ville  and  ground  in  the  Messrs.  Wadsworths*  mill  at  Conesus  ;  and 
pork  was  drawn  from  the  store  at  Williamsburg.  Mr.  Wil- 
liamson also  furnished  them  with  some  cows.  And  how  did  you 
manage  for  your  early  team  work  ?  was  the  author's  enquiry  of  the 
venerable  J/)hn  McNaughton,  now  in  his  80th  year,*  surrounded 
by  his  hundreds  of  improved  acres,  his  gamers  filled  to  overflowing, 
and  broad  fields,  green  and  luxuriant,  promising  future  abundance. 
"  We  sold  some  of  our  clothes  that  we  could  spare,  to  settlers  on  the 
river,  for  the  occasional  use  of  their  oxen ; "  was  the  answer.  In 
addition  to  other  encouragements,  Mr.  Williamson  donated  one 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  for  a  "plebe,"  and  fifty  acres  for  school 
purposes.  He  erected  at  the  Springs  a  grist  and  saw  mill,  which 
were  completed  in  about  three  years ;  as  soon  in  fact,  as  there  was 
much  need  of  a  grist  mill. 

This  is  so  far  as  Mr.  Williamson  was  directly  connected  with  the 
Pioneer  settlers  at  Caledonia.  Their  after  progress  will  be  mingled 
with  events  narrated  in  succeeding  portions  of  the  work. 

The  reader  of  the  present  day  will  smile  at  the  idea  of  "  Fairs  " 
and  "  Race*  grounds  "  in  back  woods  settlements,  at  a  time  when 
settlers  generally  had  but  just  made  small  openings  in  the  forest,  and 
stood 'more  in  need  of  log  causeways  over  streams,  boards  for  their 
floors,  and  glass  for  their  windows,  than  of  race  horses  or  improved 
breeds  of  cattle.  But  the  sanguine  adventurous  Scotchman  had 
seen  these  things  in  England  and  Scotland,  and  supposed  them 
neccessary  accompaniments  of  rural  enterprise,  even  in  new  settle- 
ments ;  and  as  it  will  be  observed  he  had  ulterior  objects  in  view. 
Impressed  with  the  idea  that  the  region,  the  settlement  of  which  he 
was  endeavoring  to  promote,  was  nearly  all  it  had  proved  to  be ; 
enthusiastic  even  in  his  eflTorts ;  he  had  made  up  his  mind  that  the 

•The  BUTvivore  of  the  original  Scotch  setUere  are :-^ John  M'Nauffhton*  Hogb 
M'Demiid,  Donald  Anderson/  Mrs.  M'Vcan  and  Mrs.  McLaren,  now  the  widow  of 
the  late  Deacon  Hinds  Chaniberlin,  of  Le  R07.  M'Dennid  and  Anderson,  emigratod 
to  Canada  some  twenty  years  since. 

NoTK.— For  all  that  Mr.  Williamson  ^nniiBbed  of  proriaionB  and  cows,  the  settkn 
gave  their  notefl^and  paid  them  when  doe. 
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Genese?  co^intry  nead  orJ v  be  «e«n  to  fe  apprecLifei  In  mT*ik:;r 
thr':<igh  M^r.-'aL-l  VErzi:.!^.  and  Peiir^vlTai.:?:.  h-i  had  eiiieaTirsi 

geceraily  filird.  I:  w2J  t-:o  siroiu-ed.  Vji>  fir  i^"  i'-cr.  cJrlJEiijc. 
too  much  whrei^eLed  -avJi  I:.diir.  -ivars:  had  li.  ::  ao  ci^^i  :c  "j* 
elea.-=r/j  •>:'  ch:!!?  and  irT^r^.  to  b«  ^r.rictlTe,  to  n:*Q  •ib.r  w*r*  n? 
under  the  r.tcc*s:-.j  of  er.c:«;r.'*.irrlLz  rc?h  iV-nr.iiasLte  <L:Siii;'>* 
But  he  haii  dlicovered  :h.ii  •i.c-**:  h*  vraLied  to  co^e*  acri  s»  i^i 
countri-  werr  f:-r-.i  of  r-iCcs  &:>i  h  -Ki-dav  si-t^rt*.  a:i.i  be  resciTcii  hmc 
iri«:;:u:I:.z  thern  ;a  addl'Jor: ::» the  &::rac:;>:i*  be  L'*i  fceii  oci  h 
17^1  he  hi;!  !a;d  cni  a  ntce  coursfc  aid  fair  gni-ar^is.  s*ar  ±e  n^is- 
ent  re«[i]er-ce  of  ::;e  FL-^n.  CLarks  Carroll  os  the  firfts  «  :ce  Cic- 
ascraz^  creek  ani  Ger.e^ee  river,  ar^i  :n  :>.e  fill  cf  thi:  yeir  -tb 
ti-i  there  a  fair  ar.d  race*.  Ei'-ecjlve  pre  para:  iorij  were  zaa 
fjT  i^  eveLt.  Mr.  WL::arr.»oL'«  aLiietv  to  have  all  iic:^?  i  rwi- 
iness  i*  rr..ar.if«rf!el  in  a  Ie::rr  :o  Mr.  Wads^i^-orth.     He  iaT? : — -1j 

m 

borz-  iio.  rr.v  frier. i.  a!:.*nd  :o  :t  and  i-^ah  :»?  £r:::rg  a  brieve  ra 
Svatt's  or  :r.^r*:ir.«  :'..«.  ::■  the  !!i*_?.  ir.  tirrje:  Mr.  M^jrris  ■rH 
£I0  ar.i  I  wii;  c:"-:  £lO.     T.oe  acr^i-ir-teii  t' ir  casf?.  anai  :iKr« 

A  '''lie*'* '  ''"!'■".    a      *,'^   *"  — "7«"  Vr**;""  —  "^^  *S    ''    IT  "^    (j,---_-  ij^--    .- *r-~*^ 

Vlrji :*.\.  M  i.--. '  ^ r. :   -i.-. :  Pr :. r..- v  1  v ^:. .  i.     T r.e  :-*' .  s-v.  il  : i t »r^  j 

S»*'\"^     ."1'    i      T  .  .'\   ^'     '.  •  W         ■  "■  •■r-^'-..-..     I- -    •    "-^    .-.^.iJtP-jv,-      ,-«-•    "iTibM  A 

•  /■   ■  "  ■  • 

•  ■  ■  ■  -      ■  T  »^ 

'*..-.      '^..'j    A.i*      .*:**.■...  .  — —     II T.--    :*.»r.  ...     ..-.2.  -r^:     i*-.  »ir«3«M- 


m-:.  :.-  ■:  ;..  r.tr^-  .f -he  :ur'::-.4.=e :  ?*■.■:*.  vr\.i  eir-i.:-r.i  iii:  :«- 
c: — f.s  :;.>:••  H -r^  .ii*-  -v^rre  5een  f.r  ".'e  f*-:  L:..e.  v.e  i/:«-ia; 
-:•:'«    ■■   ■  r-  rr-v  E:.j'  ii :.  "  -^ich  i-  r*-ri.-.r.z  *  :.r^  till  .  :'..r.-'il 

%.v:or-.  V::.i-  •  i  ^-r-rr-:.  :i::t' :  ir.ce -^f  tv:  I-.:!ir:=.  i-i  15 .:  »« 
r*:!.*n      Tri.'ir  owr.  f»Xft  races  aijd  baL  piav*.  '.vere  aJtie«2  :-3  ie 
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amusements.  It  ali  went  off  well ;  all  were  pleased ;  the  southern- 
ers and  Pennsylvanians  were  delighted  with  the  entertainment  and 
with  the  country ;  made  favorable  reports  when  they  returned  home ; 
and  with  many  of  them  it  led  finally  to  emigration.  The  Fair  and 
Races  were  held  next  year  at  Williamsburg,  and  at  Bath  and  Dans- 
ville,  in  a  few  successive  years ;  Mr.  Williamson  had  himself  some 
fine  race  horses  ;  and  in  the  way  of  oxen,  such  was  the  magnitude 
of  his  operations  in  different  portions  of  the  purchase,  that  at  one 
time  he  had  eighty  yoke  wintering  on  the  Genesee  flats. 

In  addition  to  the  enterprises  of  Mr.  Williamson,  that  have  been 
named,  he  was  active  in  procuring  the  passage  of  the  act  for  laying 
out  the  old  State  Road  from  Fort  Schuyler  to  Geneva,  and  was 
one  of  the  commissioners  for  locating  it.  In  1798,  when  Mr.  EUi- 
cott  had  commenced  the  survey  of  the  Holland  Purchase,  he  joined 
him  in  making  what  was  at  first  called  the  "  Niagara  Road,"  west 
of  Genesee  river.  He  made  the  road  from  the  river  to  Col.  Gan- 
son's,  within  a  mile  of  Le  Roy,  expending  upon  it  (2,000.  *  He 
assisted  in  making  the  road  from  Lyons  to  Palmyra ;  from  "  Hope^ 
ton  to  Townsends ;"  from  "  Seneca  Falls  to  Lyon's  Mills ;"  from 
"  Cashong  to  Hopeton."  There  are  few  of  the  primitive  roads  in 
Yates,  Steuben,  and  the  south  part  of  Livingston,  that  he  did  not 
either  make  or  assist  in  making.  He  built  mills  at  Hopeton,  on 
t^  Hemlock  Lake,  and  at  Williamsburgh.  He  added  to  the  hotel 
at  Greneva,  the  "  Mile  Point  House  and  Farm,"  on  the  bank  of 
Seneca  Lake,  which  he  intended  for  a  brother,  the  "  Hopkins'  House 
and  Farm,"  and  the  "  Mullender  House  and  Farm,"  at  the  Old  Castle. 
Hisenterprises  at  Williamsburg  embraced  an  extensive  farm  which 

Note — The "  Williamson  Fair  and  Races,"  are  among  the  cherished  reminiscencefl 
of  the  "  oldest  inhabitants, "  and  in  fact,  it  is  only  the  oldest  who  survive  to  remem- 
ber them,    ^i'rolic,  sports,  recreation,  with  the  men  of  that  period,  were  things  done  in 
earnest  like  everything  else  they  undertook.    Gen.  George  M'Cluro,  an  early  Pioneer 
at  Bath,  now  reniding  at  Elgin,  Illinois,  writing  to  his  old  friend  Charles  Cameron^ 
now  of  Greene,  Chenango  co.,  during  tlie  present  year,  says  in  allusion  to  some  histor- 
ical reminiscences  he  is  gathering  up :  —  "  It  wont  do  to  tell  of  all  of  our  doings  in  those 
days  of  '  Lang  Syne.  *  I  presume  you  have  not  forgotten  the  night  we  spent  in  Dunn's 
hotel^when  we  roastefl  tli*^  quarterof  beef. "     "  Give  me  jour  age  and  any  tiling  else 
you  can   think  o£    This  is  a  flourishing  town.    The  Chicago  and  Galena  rail  road 
passes  through  it    Why  cant  you  come  and  make  us  a  visit    You  can  come  all  the 
way  by  steam.    I  am  now  in  my  80th  year,  and  enjoy  good  health. 

•  In  connection  with  this  enterprise,  the  author  has  some  items  of  account,  showing 
the  cost  of  things  at  that  primitive  period :  —  It  cost  ^18  to  take  a  common  waggon 
load  from  Geneva  to  Le  Boy.    2  bbls.  of  pork  and  2  bbls.  of  whiskey  cost,  delivered, 

iat  Ganson's)  $120.    The  only  grind-stone  in  all  the  region,  was  one  owned  by  tlie 
DdiaoB  at  CanawagoB,  and  the  use  of  it  ooet  $1^. 
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he  called  the  ''  Hermitage  Farm."  Beside  this,  he  had  a  large  farr 
on  the  Canascraga,  a  few  miles  below  Dansville,  and  several  fanv 
in  Steuben. 

Connected  with  all  these  improvements  in  the  way  of  agencitL 
clerkships,  mechanics,  surveyors,  road  makers,  &c.,  are  many  fami- 
liar Pioneer  names :  —  Among  them,  those  of  William  White,  Job 
Swift,  Jonathan  Baker,  ''  Capt.  FoUett,"  Reed,  Buskirk,  FitzsiiD- 
mons.  Woodward,  Griswold,  Henry  Brown,  Ralph  T.  Wood*.  Peter 
Shaeflfer,   Fiancis   Dana,   Solomon   Earl,   Williams   and    Fraiee, 
Gordon  and  Evans,  James  Bardin,  Jonathan  Woods,  Francis  Dm, 
Jonathan  Mathews,  B.  Lazelere,  David  Milner,  William  MulbaUefl. 
Jacob  Hartgate,  Elisha  Brown,  Leonard  Beaty,  Daniel  Nicboboir 
Woods   and  Pratt,  Thomas  Wilbur,  Nathaniel  Williams*  Judak 
Colt,  Caleb  Seely,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  E.  Hawkes,  David  Abbej, 
King  and  Howe,  Joseph  Merrill,  Charles  Dutcher,  Jonathan  Bs- 
nett,  Robert  Burnett,  Peter  Lander,  David  Fish,  Daniel  Britais, 
E.  Van  Winkle,  Gideon  Dudlev,  Norman  Merrv,  David  Abber, 
Obadiah  Osburn,  George  Humphrey,  Annanias  Piatt,  Wm.  Angn* 
John  Davis,  Grieve  and  Mofiatt,  John  Carey,  James  BeaumoBt 
Joshua  Laig,  George  Goundry,  Elisha  Pratt,  Pierce  ChamberUi. 
Joseph  Roberts,  Thomaj  Howe,  David  Dennett,  Jeremiah  Gregorr. 
Darling  Havens,   Daniel  P.  Faulkner,  Jonathan    Harker,   UeniT 
Brown,  Asa  Simmons,  Peter  Rice,  W.  McCartney,  James  Hender- 
son, Rufus  Bovd.      These  are  but  a  moietv :   for  a  consideruk 
period,  in  one  way  and  another,  a  large  proportion  of  the  new 
settlers  were  connected  with  his  enterprises. 

He  was  a  large  subscriber  to  the  Canandaigua  Academy,  to  the 
first  librarv  established  at  Geneva,  and  aided  in  some  of  the  fint 
movements  made  in  the  Genesee  countrv,  in  the  cause  of  edaet- 
lion.  Alter  he  had  extended  his  road  from  Northumberland,  PeUL 
to  Williamsburg,  on  the  Genesee  river,  he  soon  established  a  tad, 
on  foot  sometimes,  and  sometimes  on  horseback,  between  the  tiro 
points,  tims  0|x*ninEC  a  communication  with  Philadelphia  and  Balti- 
more.    A  branch  mail  went  to  Canandaigua,  Geneva  and  Sodot 

y*nr-  —  AK»ut  til'*  time  of  the  prr»joction  of  the  Statp  R'tSL*\  wcs?  of  RoriK.  I: 
Will:aiij*i«»ii  w;i.*  ri  li:.^'  »j|m.m  L«».m;:  NlaTi-i.  in  comjwiny  wirh  I>e  Witt  Ciir.ton.  vh*»?t- 
luarkini:  '.rj-'ii  i)m'  -u.-'ntlitM-ss  of  the  na*i,  t^x'vl  t«»  Mr.  W.:  —  "  If  voi  La.l  :;-:i-h  mah 
to  your  roviiitr}'  I  \u.i!M  riuiki-  yi»u  a  vi>it."  —  "  It  can  U-  dine  witti  |»ri.pt*r  ^.•l•■rt^^cA'• 
Mr  riir.ton  j»ri>nn*  -1  him  his  o»-o[i.-rati«>n.  autl  afterwanU  a?t«Lst<^i  in  tTOOffiaf 
th«;  inoorfH>rati«>n  of  the  ScntM'a  Tunij»ike  rouif^any.  in  which  the  SUle  Koai  ▼• 
n.tr^-l.    Mr.  CbDton'^  fir:**  \i^it  to  this  region,  wsw  in  IblO. 
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ahead  of  the  time  and  the  condition  of  the  coantvj,  aad 
retnrns.  The  resomccs  were  mainly  the  capital  of  hk 
the  Loodcm  aasociates  Seldom,  if  eTer,  have  prmicitj  hnhhn  li 
vanced  larger  anooonts  ibr  improrementt,  or  move  firedf  at  fa( 
though  they  began  to  be  impatient  after  yean  had  gone  faj*  mtk  Ai 
returns  of -their  immense  outlays  were  coming  in  bnl  slowly  ti  m 
pienish  their  coflers.  In  1800,  the  balance  sheets  did  do! 
tor  their  Genesee  coontry  enterprise.  There  had  been 
for  pmohase  money  of  lands»  agencies,  and  impnyTenienl% 
hare  been  indicated,  $1,374^70  10.  There  had  been 
lands  sold,  but  •147,974  83.  In  addition  to  thb 
them,  they  owed  of  principal  and  interest  upon 
MOOXKM).  To  make  all  this  look  better,  boweTw,  di^ 
mense  amoont  of  unsold  lands,  fiums  and  miBs^  and  an 
debt  doe  for  lands  sold.  While  allMr.  WiUiMiMona 
had  been  putting  the  country  ahead  in  the  way  of 
improvement,  (even  from  ten  to  fifteen  years,  as  many 
another  direct  efiect  must  have  been,  the  adding  vastly  to 
cipals^  the  care  of  which  he  turned  over  to  his 
found  the  wild  lands  of  the  Genesee  country  selling  al  from  1 
per  acre ;  he  left  them  selling  at  from  $1,50  to  04. 

He  had  at  first  formidable  difficulties  to  overcome,  oChci 
such  as  have  been  named  and  indicated,  as  consequent  upon  Ai 
task  of  settling  a  country  so  isolated  from  the  older  settlanflil 
possessing  so  many  harsh  features  to  keep  back  emigratian*  A 
was  a  foreigner,  and  had  held  a  commission  in  the  ranks  tf  Al 
British  army,  with  whom  a  large  portion  of  the  new  setdeii  W 
just  been  contending  upon  battle  fields.  Arms  had  been 
but  feelings  of  resentment,  prejudice,  were  rife.  The 
Fort  Niagara  and  Oswego,  the  British  claims  upon  the 
Western  New  York,  their  tampering  with  the  western 
even  those  that  were  unreconciled  here,  served  to  keep 
feeling.  Although  Mr.  Williamson  had  from  the  time  he 
America,  given  the  strongest  evidence  that  he  intended  to 
himself  with  the  riF^nthralled  colonies,  and  throw  off  all 
to  Great  Britain,  still  he  encountered  jealousy  and  distrust.  li  1^ 
capitulating  to  Sir  Wm.  Pulteney,  toward  the  close  of  his 
the  difficulties  he  had  encountered,  he  makes  the  following 
'  Even  previous  to  17M.  there  was  a  strong  prediqaftion 
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v:-—.   !*..:.^  :h.i:  was  R.^: !sh.     Bu:  ihi?  w.is  more  juriloulariy  the 

s>:-  .  .  :;.  ^e  '^-.n*  i*:"  :hc  Iv.ok  c^^uriiry  a*ijaoo:ix  lo  liie  Biiiisli  sk^i- 
\^r  -.::>.  ;.:..!  \\h-.ri\  iVor.i  ihr*  i.if.u*.  ::oo  of  ihc  Urii!sli  covom- 
»-, :  :  'A  . :  :  ;  i .  o  i  :■: li :  a :  .>.  ;  i )o re  w  a>  i  >  >  ir.u o  1 1  re a>o:i  :  o  iV a r  l  h at  hiis - 
i-.:.-  -  ":.  :y.  \':\:,\  i\MiT:<T  «iu!.i  Iv  ii.rec!v\i  ;ii:"*ii>'  i :.:>*"'  :!iiani  s*et- 
K--.'  :.:>.  Th;se  ie.i:v'ii>!es  :.v.M  r.ie  ir*  a:"i  hu::drivi  iVi.'nifx  n^  in- 
z^.  :<>  .  r.ii.i  iiiev  wore  \vi:h  ii"tr.eu'.:v  vivvcnuJ  iVom  havini:  the 
r>»>'.  .:  <..^i'o:»Me  oiuvrs.  ivih  lO  me  and  everv  old  count  rv  man  iu 
ijt  >■  ::i:  ::v.  :;i<.  To  <uoh  a::  t\:es".i  w;\s  ilus  caxrioil.  thai  even* 
-oa  .  1  :.i.M.i  v»t'  was  s..:d  ;o  Iv  :or  the  ;«ur}x^5o  ot'  adir.ittiiigthe  In- 
:<  £.:  .i  Briii.-h  :  oven  >e:  of  r.rm*  I  pi\v*uri^l  —  thouirh  really  to 
:. : . e  : : . e  se : :  a  r?  t  o  li i-  fond  t \\c iv.sel vc>  r^jair.t  t  ho  Ir.d ians  —  w as 
:i  Ts."^  V'O  fx^r  >'j;';»*v;:.j  tJ.e  ox'.tn^tid  ori0.r;v  ;  and  tho  vor\-  crass 
:  1  !  ro-.u:'.:  i:.:^'*  the  Ov'^uiitrv  for  i!;e  puirvso  of  sur;^Mn::  the 
iizT.v.  r^sk  w  a>  So  .red  r.s  ir^iv*  iX>v^dor  iToi:.::  to  the  enemies  of  llx* 
e«;-. :-;  "  He  :.'.Sv^  r.-ioi^^s  tha:  those  distrusts — opposition  to  Ills 
n:  T i v.'ii  ;■.: >  —  we rt*  o ni . a :-.oo%i  I -v  i r*fluei:: iai  iiui:\ iduals.  who  were 
JLirr-.sv.vI  ::.  the  s,^.]e  of  wild  lands  in  other  localities. 

A..  Wi.y.  however,  wore  otT.  as  we  mav  well  concluden  for  he  was 
fir::ej  iv^  reiros^T.:  tho  couv.ty  in  ihe  losrislaturo.  with  but  little  op- 
IV*.:  ::■,.::.  17iHi.  and  the  mark  of  favor  wrss  rejvatoii  Woli  Otiucatod. 
poss.ss.r.j  nore  than  ordinary  sooi.d  qualities,  with  a  mind  im- 
jr.  T  V i  :  y  :  r. » V  el  a  w d  assoo ! a : i i  ■ ::  \\  i :h  the  ivst  cl assos  i n  Eun^jx*. 
Lss  •;..:•/  Wi.s  >v,:j:.:  :.f:er  hv  ihe  mi^nv  educated  and  inteliiceni 
tKT,  .iT.  vaiv.e  :o  \\..<  ro^.v^n  in  :he  earl  lost  vears  of  soiiloment : 
»:  :.;  knew  Wi'.l  h.nv  to  ad.r. ;  himself  to  circumstances,  and  to 
fti.  c..^<s:-s  ih.r*  wen:  to  n-.ako  u-.^  tho  aATjrojate  of  tlio  earlv  adven- 
*rt:?.  C;.-::;.n^  his  hal.ts  of  life  w::h  i:Tx?at  ease  and  facititv.  he 
Wis  J.:  :,<\r:C  in  overv  prim::ivo  lo^:  cabin :  a  welcon>e.  cheenul.  and 
^■•L:t:-:^d  ^rues:.  w.th  words  of  encouragement  for  those  who  were 
■c.k.:^  under  tho  hardshij^s  of  Pioneer  hfe :  and  often  with  sub- 
•:&:.:  :ki  .t.d.  to  re  ii  vo  :heir  necessiiies  :  awav  olT  in  stxne  isv^ated 

m 

<c^:.  \j.>f  the  forest  \\ou:d  "t^  :hi>se  rre»s: rated  bv  disease,  to  wh*Mn 
ie  ^*,:v:?d  i«o  :he  oxx:  Sa:nar:n^n.  rind  send  them  the  bracirs:  tonic 
<c  7iy:.^'r.:'.z  Ci*rd..'il.  These  acts  of  kindness,  his  benevolence  of 
fcin.  .'j-e  Will  remen.lvroii  by  surviving  Pioneers:  and  rejvr.teiily 
Us'..-:  iutht-r  [Kiv.  ::n;vr:unod  by  them  to  sjvak  well  of  their 
tTiris.  \:\  :'r;i?>e  "iiK\*i  ar.nals 
From  the  dav  that  Mr.  W;Uiani«oa  arrived  in  thb  eountrv,  until 
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he  returned  to  Europe,  his  oorrespondence  was  eitcmifc  ai 

braced  a  laige  number  of  promiDent  men  in  the  oordieni  8 

and  in  Europe.    The  interests  of  all  this  region  were  deqil 

▼dved  in  the  success  of  Mr.  Jav's  mission  to  England  in  1794. 

Williamson's  acquaintance  with  the  statesmen  of  Englaod.  * 

with  those  principally  of  the  consenrative  class,  and  with  the 

urged  a  reconciliation  of  all  existing  difficulties.     He  made  the  1 

lish  government  acquainted  with  the  conduct  of  their  apsi 

Canada :  with  their  machinations  with  the  Indians  to  bring«i 

otheraeriesof  border  wars;  and  with  the  conduct  of  Britidiii 

at  the  western  posts,  in  stimulating  the  Indians  to  steahhr  as 

upon  settlers,  survey<ns  and  explorers.    OLT'  See  account  of  m 

of  Major  Trueman,  Appendix,  No.  10.    The  treaty  of  Mr.  Jit 

eluded,  he  urged  upon  the  Colonial  department  of  the  En^Uh 

emment,  the  substitution  of  better  disposed  neighbors  in  the  ( 

das,  than  Lord  Dcnrchester,  and  Gov.  Simcoe ;  and  the  hastefl 

the  fulfilment  of  treaty  stipulations  by  the  surrender  of  Qnivfi 

Niagara.    Trouble,  an  open  rupture  with  En^and,  was  to  be 

but  postponed;  but  the  author  can  hardly  forego  the  couehaioi 

in  the  infancy  of  settlement  in  the  Genesee  country,  it  was  fat 

that  English  statesmen  were  extensive  land  holders— -deepir 

ested  in  the  securing  of  peace  and  prosperity  to  the  conntrr- 

that  they  had  for  their  local  agent,  such  a  man  as  Charies  WiSim 

There  had  accompanied  Mr.  Williamson  on  his  first  adn 

the  country,  firom  Scotland,  Charies  Cameron,  John  John 

James  Tower,  Henry  Tower,  Andrew  Smith  and  Hugh  McCa 

Mr.  Cameron  came  over  at  the  solicitation  of  Mr.  Wiliiamsoi 

etrated  the  wildemes  with  him,  assisted  in  planning  and  exei 

improvements,  kept  the  books  and  accounts,  was  his  travellini 

panion  in  many  ibrest  journeys ;  and  in  fact,  was  closely  cooi 

with  him  during  his  whole  residence  in  the  country.     He  w 

local  agent  as  has  been  seen,  at  Lyons,  and  firom  that  pob 

supposed,  shipped  the  first  produce  of  the  Genesee  country 

eastern  market ;  the  flour  from  the  mills  that  had  been  erecK 

der  his  agency.    He  was  one  of  the  earliest  m^rehants  at  C 

daigua ;   at  a  primitive  period,  when  the  mercantile  busini 

almost  the  entire  Genesee  countrv.  was  transacted  in  that  ¥ 

In  this  relation  he  was  widelv  and  favorablv  known  to  the  Vk 

Either  upon  his  own  account,  or  as  agent  for  Mr.  WiUiams 
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was  a  merchant  at  Bath  before  he  removed  to  Lyons,  as  is  inferred 
firom  a  store  bill,  which  the  author  has  in  his  possession :  — 

Bath,  October,  1793. 
John  Dolson,* 

Bought  of  Charlca  Cameron  : 
Oct  26,  1  lb.  chocolate,  28.  6d ;  1-3  gaL  whiskey  58.  £0  Ts.  6d. 

Not.  5.  1  gallon  whiskey,  10s.  10    0 

Mr.  Cameron  is  one  of  the  few  survivors  of  that  early  period. 
He  is  now  in  his  78th  year ;  a  resident  of  Greene,  Chenango  county. 
Mr.  Johnstone  was  also  in  Mr.  Williamson's  employ. 

When  the  division  of  lands  took  place  between  Sir  Wm.  Pulteney 
aDd  Gov.  Hornby,  Mr.  Johnstone  became  the  agent  of  the  Hornby 
lands,  in  which  agency  he  continued  until  his  death  in  1800.  He 
married  a  step-daughter  of  Nicholas  Lowe,  of  New  York.  He 
was  the  father  of  James  Johnstone,  of  Canandaigua,  and  Mrs. 
Leavenworth,  of  New  York. 

Henry  Tower,  was  an  agent  in  the  erection  of  the  mills  at  Lyons, 
[or  "  Alloway,")  became  the  purchaser  ot  them  ;  and  resided  there 
for  many  years.  Hugh  McCartney  settled  in  Sparta.  Of  the  other 
two  who  came  with  Mr.  Williamson,  the  author  has  no  account. 

Mr.  Williamson's  first  engagement  with  the  London  Associates, 
W9L8  for  the  term  of  seven  years ;  though  he  continued  in  the  agen- 
cy beyond  the  expiration  of  that  period.  It  has  already  been  in- 
licated,  that  his  principals  were  somewhat  impatient  at  the  slow 
return  of  his  large  outlays ;  and  the  sanguine,  impulsive  agent,  may 
bave  ventured  to  deplete  their  purses  too  rapidly;  but  there  could 
bave  been  no  serious  misunderstanding  between  them,  as  the  cor- 
respondence that  took  place,  in  reference  to  the  final  settlement  of 
the  affairs  of  the  agency  in  1800  and  1801,  exhibit  a  continuance 
of  mutual  esteem  and  friendship.  A  paragraph  in  a  letter  from  Sir 
Wm.  Pultney  to  the  successor  in  the  agency,  indicates  a  ^ish  that 
Mr.  Williamson  should  be  dealt  honorably  with  in  the  settlement. 

In  the  final  adjustment  of  his  afiairs  with  his  principals,  what 
would  then  have  been  considered  a  very  large  estate,  was  left  him 
in  farms,  village  property  in  Geneva  and  Bath,  wild  lands,  bonds 
•nd  mortgages,  and  personal  property.  James  Rees?,  Esq.,  of  Geneva, 


*  Vr.  Dolson  lived  near  Elmira.  In  one  of  Mr.  WUliainHon's backwoods  excursions 
4  1792,  ho  had  an  attack  of  fever  at  Mr.  DoIhou's  house,  where  he  was  nurncd  until 
^  recovered.  Heprasented  the  family  with  twenty  guineas^  and  a  farm  wherever 
Qtoy  might  eboow  it  apon  tho  purchase. 
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•vas  his  azerir.  uritii  ho  f\n!i\'\'  r-^- n  ncr'i  to  Sc^'tla^J.  in  lyfA  tc  4 
when  h'.-  l.?ft  rill  h:.-?  tjiTiT'  in  Am-rir-'t.  ;vllh  h:«  r'rier.a  C-".  Bc3> 
rriin  Wa'kfrr.  of  Utici.  TL'.*  -ur-cr-s-or  ot*  T..!.  \Va!k"-r  .'  •--  :is 
of  t}.-:  Will:  in, -on  e--/:*'*.  v.  a?  J-:.!.  H.  W  r.'.<ls  E5i|..  o:"  ♦'ri-n 
with  whom  it  rio'.v  r^-r::-!::.?. 

Aciron  Ijiirr  wn-  i*I»:r.tiil-:»l  a*  r/js  nlreaJv  U-en  rof^rrr'!.  ri 
5orn<;  of  ih'?  rarli*:-!  movrr;>'-r.r5  in  the  direcLi^c.  of  'h*  Gr.rr* 
country.  So-^n  aft»"-r  Mr.  \Vi!;:.':rri*o:/<  arrivr::.  he  rr.riir:  h!.-  i:*:  jj- 
tarico.  an  I  retainofl  hirn  a^  cour.*:!  iri  his  hu-Ir.:-.'?  :  ar;«i  •--.•: :'--:» 
rr'rlation  of  strorii^  p»':r5:or.::I  frier: ^*h:r»  s«-oa  «ucC':^:rft:«i-  L  IT5i 
Mr.  Burr  made  a  vi>il  lo  thi.^  p-ri'>n,  contlmiini'  h!-  '■■.♦i.t.-t  wi' 
\ve>  t  a  5  X  i  n  crara  Fa  lis.  11  ••  -.vl-  ace  on  ''i  r.ied  h  v  h :  -  A  '■iv.T.-r^  T> 
Oilori'i.  ar.d  her  then,  r-r  af:erv?.r'is.  h'i.sbar.fl  Mr.  A'-.-j'-T..  Tk 
pa rty  we  re  ori  h ■  'r-'-l*  i c k .  *  V[-  .-n  th !  *  ''.-rc;":>i«  ■  p. .  Mr.  W .".  ^r..^ 
Ii.'id  iiitvivir'.v-  v.\*h  }i:r'"i.  if  h':  v.:i-  nrr  in  f::c:.  his  xz\~t\.JLz  rc- 
]-.'ir*!on  in  a  f.nrt  of  'he  tri:» ;  ar.d  v. hen  Mr.  \Vi:!:an.^:r.  recizri 
men.'  vr  of  the  I»_'!»lriVjre  ::.  1)0.  ar.'l  in  succeed ir.r  ve^r?.  t'l-ra 
■  ■.nl  >«=c:ril  P:!:!*. ;•'•:.>.  nndr*  ih-'.-rn  fr--quf-r.t  c.'aipar.i'-r.s  in  .L'oij 
I;.  v.l,:itrvr:r  !  f"  -"Ct  Mr.  Bj.".-  hid  at  the  south.  Mr.  WiLii^-"^ 
v.-.i-  :il--n'irrd.  anii  wv;! !  h  xV;_-  t':ken  a  conspicuous  part  Ln  it.  if  .'::4i 
i.»:  :.'■•■:.  -«•  .*'irri':.'ir!Iv  arrvst-d. 

!.>»    •       ■■■     •     \\ »'  ""»••     *■■   •  F..     '    »"        II..    *.'-     'i   ^      ^  * 

1:.S     ■       1.*      J>1^      1..     ■<..!     ..k      J^'..-.      ,,.         11'.     '..C ....      I.*  •- 

f  •'•••,■»■•.  .r.      ■.*     ■■■».,.-■■••     •■'.•;!'-.    .■•■.-   r'.i  *r ■..»•--    '."'>.•  ■     -     i 


V. 


.". 


I*. 


1 


.  ■  .  < 
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-  ^^  strc^irt.  EJin^lnirj   :" — **  An  extmot  sonl  me  from  an 

..  w-i- ?.:y-r.  a!^!y.v;KV5  the  death  ^jt"  my  frienJ.  CM.  Wi!l- 

:  <    !..;v:r::   hapjvno.i   on  hi<   }\\?sap^   Irom    Havanna   to 

..:;  cvoTi!  wh-.ch  wil!  Iv  most  sincerolv  Ia!:v?r.:oi!  bv  a 

'.- /.o.ur.-y.Mnco  in  this  cnmin'.  who  esteemed  and  loved 

,„.  V  r  ^-.v  r.-^i^esoor.vlant.^  v»f  ^Ir.  Wiliiam^or.  in  this  countrv, 
:  .;  s  ■:.  v.y.d  -.1  i!;v.:^!^t'?r  in  Rith :  and  a  son  and  daughter  went 
.'•  r  ^  r.  :^  Sc'o:l;ivd.  The  daughter  survives.  Charles  A. 
:  >  ..:;:■-  v*..  riv^rrie  i  a  Miss  Clark  ot*  Xew  York,  aiul  resi- 
'.^  .  V  ;.  lv..::eo.l  bv  ih.*  disopverv  oi"  cold  in  California  — 
'■■  \\  "'•/  :  <iV^:u  i,>  have  h:ul  enou;rh  of  wealth  to  salisfv  a 
. .  ".^  :".::*/':::. VI  — h;*  toViC  the  overland  route  in  the  summer 
t^.    !■  !  if  e!'.  \era  at  Fort   Laramie:  and  about   the  same 

W  .  .".  V.i'v.w.^v  died  in  Mav,  1?05.  leavinir  an  onlv  heir,  his 
:  r.  I;  r^vra  Laura  Pultenev,  Countess  of  Rath.  She  died 
y  l^.^S.  HP  For  hisioncal.  and  leiral  deduction  of  title  to 
o-.';  ■;  •!...::  wiiAt  is  contained  in  the  body  of  the  work,  see 
.;:\  No    n. 
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r  s'.K'c'ess'^r  ol'  Mr.  Williamson,  in  the  s??neral  acencv  oi  ine 
'•\  \<>:*c':\\\  ^n.  wasC'M.  Ri^bert  TrvMip.  He  was  a  native  of 
.U--  V  .  ■■:  :!:?  war  of  the  Revolution,  he  was  the  aid  of  Gen 


. — '.".  -     »■.       !.—..:.*  -\  :'.vV.  •::.:.■«    f  Mr.  W':l*.ir%".i>  v.'s  i*  ■<!:  t.  &t  Th-»  ivh*xl 
<         ~  •"..*'..■*:  "^  .  ■   ..:  >--.:*«.i  Vv  ■."i..  r»::u>:i  J  ■^t«r:.:ui:.:.  livxcm- 
XS    -■  V   .. .  N". ,    ••- .  r.    1  ;.•  •::..r  i-s.  :V..i:  !.:<  .1  Uo:?::*'-^*  ai;  i  ^'•'.:v7- 
.  .    .  ■  .  ;■.  i  "..     .  V.  .■■.  •»  i.'.i.-  x»i  :;,t-  t.ir '»;.•*.;   :;:  >\«:.a  ;.•*  ::-.  n;«i;>»a  Xo 

-^  :  v.'!..  •■    :     ti..H  ..:  >iu.  a:  iho  |vr..'.!  *'!'  hi:*  .ua:lL 

— '     -.  ■•  -  —     ■  .     ,.  \V  .  Uw.^rrh  to  C  ■".  T-"':i\ib:i>.iinS*I':or:KT.  l'»«^3 

—  '  '.        ."■...  K  .:  :     — :..*■:  >;:  'A :  W  .::.i  v.    My  :n::.  i  .s  s:r.  :.;:- 

—  '.   ■  •              «--■':••■.>  V:"  !*■   *  «»  .::  v.  .f  l^.^  >*:i:.-.  ;-  v.  •*.:■ 
>       \  V  .-  ..    .  .i    :  ":    -  .  ^■>!. .  ^■.  ^  -•  c.»JmV!.'  -f  Jivi.iir.:;  :  r  •^tu-iIl 

.-     .  ■■    .«  .  " ».■...-•     \    .^..ft.  .<. .    «-1    «i.»   ^..i  .  .  "y*.-.      \i  1 

■    :  -■..'.    .*  S;-  ".i:*.!.-!*  r  "/e  .v_\.   Mr.  W.  Ri\*-— 1  .- .1  .'li:.^^l 

-  ..•  ^.-  W         .■*    ■•     >  .■:  \  ■■.-..i  :■-  :'.ii-  -v.iv.  n-l  a  j-^.^:  :".:>  nrt-  of 

:  \    '<     v.  \  \  :'...•.'<  i  '....'<  Kv.i  ril»rr.;i\i.  ouito  :\vari!-.*i  *•!  pft'ivnr: 

j^  :j.  L-.  TjkL .-.  ^ :«. '-  X  aZaI  \KZUxi  ak^umiiMii  of  mizioL  I  ta\  «f  ro  zv^A^a  to  ii(>ubL** 
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Gates;  hiiikther  was  >n  officer  of  the  Mvy  in  thepffrwBiigPwfc 
war.  Previous  to  the  ReTotution,  CoL  Troup  had  heeft  a  ttaioe 
at  law  in  the  office  of  Thomas  Smith,  of  HaTcstiaw,  Xew  JecH 
and  subsequent! J  in  the  office  of  Gov.  Jaj.  After  obtaming;  CecHb 
he  opened  an  office  in  the  city  of  Alba.- j,  and  looa  after  rtmad 
to  Xew  York,  where  he  practiced  law  untfl  1801.  He  was  aiv 
years  a  Judge  of  the  U.  S.  District  Court  IniSOl  he  was  ifpiB' 
ted  a  general  agent  of  the  Pblteney  estate.  Residing  in  Xew  Tot 
and  Albany,  he  frequently  visited  this  regioiip  untfl  1814, 
became  a  permanent  resident  of  Geneva.  Under  Us 
large  portion  of  the  original  purchase  of  the  London 
(such  as  had  not  been  settled  fluring  Mr.  WiUiamsoo's 
tjon,)  was  sold  and  settled.  Liberal  in  his  riewi,  pnhGe 
and  pQssesKd  of  much  practical  knowledge,  he  waa  a 
helper  in  speeding  on  the  prosperity  of  the  Genesee  coaatrr.  it 
though  the  ''Mill  Tract,"  west  of  the  Genesee  riTer,  wasitfM 
under  the  immediate  aus[Hces  of  Mn  Wadsworth,  CoL  Tray* 
the  general  agent,  had  much  to  do  in  all  that  relates  to  its 
historv;  acd  for  over  thirtv  vears,  hb  name  was 
Mended  with  the  hirtory  of  &U  this  local  region.  9e 
th?  early  promoters  of  the  Erie  CanaL  and  wieldEng  a 
able  pc-n.  he  did  much  to  forward  thai  ^reat  nneasure  in  its 
projection  ar.d  {.rogre?5.  He  was  the  intimate  frend  of  J 
llairii!t<'n.  ar;i  in  fact  few  enjoveJ  ir.ore  of  tb?  ict:c:.are 
ance  ar.'i  sriesdihlp,  of  ihe  most  of  prominent  men  o(  the  Re^ 
and  earlv  s:afe5rT:en  of  Xew  York.  He  died  in  New  Yoci 
3cH  71  veir«.  He  hai  two  sons,  on^  of  whoai  disdin 
and  the  other  in  X.  York.  A  daughter  of  his  b  Mr?-  J 
Brink^rhoof.  of  N.  York ;  and  another  unmarried  daught< 
in  Xi-w  York. 

Before  Col.  Troup's  removal  to  Geneva,  the  immediate  do^tf 
the  a^er.cv  derolred  success: velv  aron  Jc»hn  Johnstone,  Jo 
!*jp  an  1  Ilo'oert  Scott      Heslop  was  first  a  clerk  of  Mr. 
worth,  an  i  entered  the  Geneva  omce  a  short  time  before  the 
of  Mr.   Wi.'iamson's  agency.     He  died  on  a  visit  to  his 
country.  England.     Mrs.   Greshom,  of  Brooklyn,  is  a 
of  his. 
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j6seph  fellows. 


Joseph  Fellows  is  a  native  of  Warwickshire,  England;  from 
which  place  his  father  emigrated  in  1795  to  Luzerne  county,  Penn., 
17  miles  from  Wilkesbarre.  At  the  age  of  fourteen,  soon  after  the 
arrival  of  the  family  in  this  country,  he  entered  the  ofRce  of  Isaac 
L.  Kip,  Esq.,  as  a  student  at  law  ;  was  admitted  to  practice,  but 
soon  after  entered  the  office  of  Col.  Troup.  He  came  to  Geneva 
in  1810,  as  a  sub-agent  in  the  Pultney  land  office ;  the  details  of  the 
agency  principally  devolved  upon  him,  until  the  death  of  Colonel 
Troup,  when  he  became  his  successor  in  the  general  agency,  which 
position  he  still  retains.  Mr.  Fellows  is  a  bachelor  ;  a  sister  of  his 
was  the  wife  of  Dr.  Eli  Hill,  the  early  physician  of  Conesus  and 
Geneseo.  Dr.  Hill  removed  to  Berrien,  Michigan,  where  he  died 
iD  1838.  His  three  sons,  Edward,  Joseph  and  Henry,  are  residents 
of  Buffalo.  Mrs.  Hill  survives,  and  resides  at  Geneva,  with  her 
brother. 

The  purchasers  of  the  Pultney  lands,  have  found  in  Mr.  Fellows 
an  agent  disposed  to  conduct  the  business  with  strict  integrity,  and 
in  the  same  spirit  of  liberality  and  indulgence  that  had  actuated  his 
predecessors.  "I  went  to  him,"  said  a  farmer  upon  the  Lake  shore, 
in  Wayne  county,  to  the  author,  "  and  told  him  my  house  was  old 
and  uncomfortable,  and  I  could  build  if  he  would  give  me  an  exten- 
sion of  payment.  He  granted  me  even  more  than  I  asked."  "  My 
payments  were  due,"  said  another,  "  sickness  had  been  added  to 
unpropitious  seasons ;  he  made  a  liberal  deduction  of  interest,  and 
gave  me  an  extension  of  payment,  which  enabled  me  finally  to  pos- 
an  onincumbered  farm." 


The  clerks  in  the  Geneva  office,  in  successsion,  have  been  Thos. 
Goundry,  (Jeorge  Goundry,  William  Van  Wort,  David  H.  Vance. 
The  present  clerks  are  Wm.  Young  and  John  Wride. 

When  Mr.  Williamson  left  Bath,  James  Reese  removed  there 
from  Geneva,  and  took  the  temporary  charge  of  the  Land  Office. 
Besigning  the  post  in  1803,  he  was  succeeded  by  Samuel  L.  Haight. 

Gen.  Haight  was  a  student  at  law,  with  the  late  Gen.  Matthews, 

M  Newtown;  entering  his  office  in  1796.    In  1801  he  was  admitted 

18 
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to  practice  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  in  the  following  year  opeml 
an  office  in  Bath.  Assuming  the  duties  of  the  Land  Office  soon 
after,  he  continued  to  discharge  them  until  1814.  He  was  sab- 
sequently  the  law  partner  of  General  Matthews  at  Bath,  and  r^ 
mained  so  until  Gen.  M.  removed  to  Rochester  in  1821.  He  dov 
resides  at  Cuba,  Allegany  county.  Besides  holding  important  cWi 
stations,  in  1819  he  received  the  appointment  of  Major  General  of 
the  25th  military  division,  then  comprising  the  counties  of  Steuben, 
Allegany,  Cattaraugus  and  Chautauque.* 

The  subsequent  agents  in  the  Bath  office  have  been,  Dugaid 
Cameron,  and  William  M'Kay ;  the  latter  of  whom  is  the  praeot 
agent.  He  is  the  son  of  John  S.  M'Kay,  who  emigrated  to  Geneva 
in  1800,  and  died  in  Pittsford,  in  1819. 


JOHN  GREIG. 


Mr.  Greig  was  a  native  of  Moffat,  in  Dumfrieshire,  Scotland.  His 
lather  was  a  lawyer  by  profession,  the  factor  or  agent  oi  the  Ed 
of  Hopeton ;  and  besides,  a  landholder,  ranking  among  the  betta 
class  of  Scotch  farmers.  After  having  acquired  in  his  nitlTt 
parish,  and  in  a  High  School  in  Edinburg,  a  substantial  educatioCi 
while  undetiTmined  as  to  his  pursuits  in  life,  Mr.  Johnstone,  vcbail 
will  have  been  seen,  had  been  in  this  region,  connected  with  Mr. 
Williamson,  revisited  his  native  country,  and  meeting  Mr.  Greifr 
induced  him  to  be  his  companion  on  his  return  to  the  new  worU. 
They  arrived  at  New  York,  in  the  winter  of  1799  and  1800,  ato 
a  tedious  passage  t)f  eleven  weeks.  Mr.  Greig,  after  spending  some 
lime  in  New  York  and  Albany,  came  to  Canandaigua,  in  ApcL 
1800.  He  became  a  student  at  law,  in  the  office  of  Nathaniel  ^ 
Howell,  and  in  1804  was  admitted  to  practice.  In  1806,  on  the 
occurrence  of  the  death  of  his  friend,  John  Johnstone,  he  succe«d«i 
him  in  the  agency  of  the  Hornby  and  Colquhoun  estate  ;  in  whichbf 
has  continued  up  to  the  present  period. 

In  an  early  period  of  his  professional  career,  he  became  the  pirt- 
ner  of  Judge  Howell ;  the  partnership  continued  until  1820.  3(iM- 
ling  with  his  professional  duties,  the  arduous  ones  consequent  upoa 


*  In  1619  ill  that  teniton-  contained  but  3»100  men,  RibJMt  to  mHitvyd^j; 
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he  s:ile  and  settlement  of  large  tracts  of  wild  lands,  professional 
'm!n?nct'  could  hanlly  be  expected  :  yet  in  early  days,  when  there 
vere  "Lri^uits  in  the  land" — when  the  bar  of  western  Xow  York 
i.id  ::i  iis  front  rank,  a  class  of  m^n.  whose  places  can  now  harldy 
x^  <a:.l  i'^  l^e  tilled  —  they  found  in  the  young  foreigner  a  professional 
:o:t  iv.ivrarv,  jv^ssessed  of  sound  legal  acquirements:  and  especially 
■ec  ■ir.ir.er.dir.j:  himself  to  their  esteem,  bv  a  high  sense  of  honor, 
ir.d  a  co:irtesv.  which  ruled  his  conduct  at  the  bar,  as  well  as  in 
:ho  I  usinos;  and  six?ial  relations  of  life. 

As  a  j^itrt>Mi  of  now  settlements  —  which  his  agency  of  a  foreign 
mii  LiVscnt  principal,  made  him  —  in  that  position,  in  which  so  im- 
>.^rtant  an  intluonoe  is  wielded  over  the  destinies  of  a  new  coun- 
:rv — Iv!<  Ivst  eul^^y  is  tound  in  the  frequent  expressions  of  gratitude, 
Lviiioii  a  iratherer  of  historical  reminiscences  may  hear,  from  die 
i'>s  *^f  surviviniT  Pioneers,  for  indulizence  and  kindness  received 
it  his  hands- 
Mr.  Greii:  succeeded  Mr.  Gorham.  in  the  Presidencv  of  the  On- 
tario  Rank,  soon  after  1S'20,  which  place  he  continues  to  fill.  He 
became  one  of  the  Regents  of  the  University  in  1825,  and  is  now 
the  Vice  Chancellor  of  the  Board.  In  1841,  *2.  he  was  the  Repre- 
sentative in  (V^ncress,  trom  Ontario  and  Livingston :  and  is  now 
jne  oi  the  nianagers  of  the  Western  House  of  Refuge. 

He  is  now  7*2  years  of  age  :  hi?  general  healt)i  and  constitution 
not  sorinisly  impaired  ;  his  mental  faculties  retaining  much  of  the 
rigor  of  middle  age  :  having  the  general  sui>ervision  of  his  estate, 
mJ  d'5ohargini:  the  public  duties  which  his  several  offices  impose. 
One  o\  the  lamest  estates  of  western  New  York,  is  the  fruit  of 
tiis  vouthful  advent  to  a  recion  he  has  seen  convertetl  from  a  wil- 
Jerr.oss.  to  one  of  fruitful  fields  and  unsurpassed  prosperity: — of  a 
ioog  lite  of  professional  and  business  enterprise  and  judicious  man- 
acenv/nt.  Leaving  his  young  country-men  and  school  fellows  to 
inherit  estates  :  with  a  self-rehance.  which  can  onlv  cive  substantial 
nKrcess  in  lite,  he  bo!dlv  and  manfullv  struck  out  into  a  new  field  of 
enterprise  —  a  then  fresh  and  new  world  —  and  became  the  founder 
of  one.  LibenU  in  its  management  and  disposition,  with  a  sensible 
»din:ite  of  what  constitutes  the  ledtimate  value  and  use  of  wealth : 
be  is  the  promoter  of  public  enterprises,  the  liberal  patron  of  public, 
and  the  disjvnser  oi  private  charities :  in  all  of  which  he  finds  a 
wiiliag  c<M>perator  in  his  excellent  wile»  wbo  is  a  worth;  descend- 
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ant  of  one  who  occapied  a  front  rank  among  the  earlieM  Fk^ 
neers  of  the  Genesee  country.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Cap^ 
Israel  Chapin,  the  grand-daughter  of  Gen.  Israel  Chapin ;  wis  mar- 
ried to  Mr.  Greig  in  1806. 


CHAPTER  III. 


OTDIAN    DIFFICCLTIB8 BSmSH    IKTCKFESENCB IKIMAH    OOnreOP 

GEN.    ISRAEL   CHAPIN. 


In  preceding  pages,  the  reader  has  observed  some  indicatioos  of 
unsettled  relations  between  the  Indians,  and  the  earlv  adventnros 

m 

of  our  own  race,  in  the  Genesee  countr}- ;  and  the  mischierooi 
influence  of  those  to  whom  thev  had  been  allies  in  the  Revolu'Joit 
All  this  will  be  farther  exhibited  in  connection  with  the  earlv  settie- 
ment  of  Sodus.  In  this  chapter  it  is  proposed  to  treat  the  subject 
generally,  avoiding  as  far  as  possible  a  repetition  of  what  has  beeo 
and  will  be,  in  the  other  connections,  but  incidental. 

The  reader  of  American  ceneral  history-,  need  hardlv  be  toil 
that  what  was  called  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  in  17S1 
war  rather  an  armistice  —  a  cessation  of  hostilities  —  and  that  but 
little  of  real  peace,  or  amicable  relations,  was  immediately  come- 
quent  upon  it.  On  the  one  hand,  a  proud  arrc^ant  nation,  worstrd 
in  a  contest  with  a  few  feeble  colonies,  its  invading  armies  deieated 
and  routed,  grudgingly  and  reluctantly  yielded  to  a  stern  necesatr, 
and  allowed  only  enough  of  concession  to  be  wrurc  irom  her.  l» 
aecore  tlie  grounding  of  arms.  And  on  the  other  hand,  success^ 
victory,  had  been  won  by  a  last,  and  almost  desperate  eifort,  —  ibe 
wearied  colonies  gladly  embracing  an  opportunity  to  rest.  Tkoi 
conditioned,  the  terms  of  peace  were  illy  defined,  and  left  opea 
questions,  to  irritate  and  furnish  grounds  for  a  renew^  of  tioiUliskib 
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British  armies  re-crossed  the  ocean,  and  British  navies  left  our 
tjoasts,  but  British  resentment  was  still  rife.  In  the  palace  at 
Windsor,  England's  King  was  mourning  with  almost  the  weakness 
of  childhood,  or  dotage,  over  his  lost  colonies;  yielding  to  the 
sacrifice  with  a  bad  grace,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  kingly  digni- 
ty. Rich  jewels  had  dropped  from  his  crown,  and  he  refused  to  be 
reconciled  to  their  loss ;  and  his  ministers,  with  more  of  philosophy, 
but  little  less  of  chagrin  and  discomfiture,  in  peace  negotiations, 
seem  almost  to  have  made  mental  reservations,  that  contemplated 
a  renewal  of  the  contest.  The  homely  adage,  "  like  master  like 
man,"  was  never  better  illustrated,  than  it  was  in  the  persons  and 
official  acts  of  those  who  came  out  as  government  officers  and 
i^ents,  to  look  to  the  little  that  was  saved  to  England,  after  the 
wreck  of  the  Revolution.  But  one  spirit,  and  one  feeling  pervaded 
in  the  home  and  colonial  governments.  It  was  that  the  treaty  had 
been  an  act  of  present  necessity,  that  had  not  contemplated  an 
ultimate  sacrifice  of  such  magnitude  as  was  the  final  loss  of  the 
American  colonies.  The  statesmen  of  England,  were  not  unmind- 
ful that  ihe  site  of  an  Empire  lay  spread  out  around  our  western 
lakes  and  rivers,  and  in  all  of  what  is  now  western  New  York,  over 
which  the  Indians  held  absolute  and  undisputed  sovereignty.  Those 
Indians  were  their  allies,  ready  to  take  the  tomahawk  from  its  belt, 
and  the  knife  from  its  sheath  at  their  bidding. 

The  first,  and  principal  hope  and  reliance  of  England,  touching 
the  reversion  of  her  lost  empire,  was  that  the  experiment  of  free 
government  would  be  a  failure.  Astonished  that  resistance  to  their 
rule  had  been  attempted  by  a  few  feeble  colonies,  and  more  aston- 
ished that  it  had  been  successful  —  almost  prepared  to  believe  in 
the  decrees  of  fate,  or  the  enactment  of  miracles  —  they  were  yet 
unprepared  to  believe  that  discordant  materials  could  be  so  blended 
together  as  to  insure  a  permanent  separation;  that  here  in  the 
backwoods  of  America,  statesmen  would  be  created  by  exigency, 
with  a  firmness,  an  intuitive  wisdom,  to  mould  together  s^  perma- 
nent confederacy,  that  would  be  the  wonder  of  the  old  world ;  a 
political  phenomena  —  and  thus  secure  all  that  had  been  so  dearly 
won.  After  the  close  of  the  Revolution,  every  movement  upon 
this  side  of  the  water,  was  watched  with  intense  anxiety.  Unpro- 
pitious  as  were  the  first  few  years  of  the  experiment,  the  events  in 
creased  their  confidence.    The  difficulties  growing  out  of  disputed 
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boundaries  between  the  States ;  the  Shay  rebellion  in  Massacha* 
setts;  the  internal  commotions  in  Pennsylvania;  and  finally  the 
discordant  views  of  those  who  came  together  to  form  a  Union,  and 
a  permanent  government ;  all  helped  to  increase  their  hopes,  that 
divided  and  distracted,  the  colonies  would  either  fall  back  into  their 
embraces,  or  be  an  easy  conquest  when  they  chose  to  renew  the 
war. 

In  the  final  success  in  the  formation  of  a  confederacy  of  States, 
—  the  Union  —  the  interested  croakers  lost  some  confidence  in  their 
predictions,  but  they  still  hoped  for  the  worst.  If  they  admitted 
for  a  moment  that  there  might  be  a  confederacy  of  eastern  Statei; 
they  thought  they  saw  enough  of  the  elements  of  trouble  in  geo- 
graphical divisions,  in  conflicting  interests  of  soils  and  climate ;  in  t 
curse  they  had  entailed  upon  the  colonies  in  the  form  of  African 
slaver}',  to  insure  the  failure  of  the  experiment  to  embrace  the 
whole  in  one  political  fabric. 

Disappointed  in  their  earliest  hopes,  they  fell  back  upon  another 
reliance ;  that  by  means  of  a  continued  alliance  with  the  Six  Na- 
tions, and  with  the  western  Indians,  they  should  be  enabled  to  re- 
tain all  of  what  had  been  French  Canada  ;  western  New  York,  the 
vallies  of  the  western  lakes  and  the  Mississippi.  With  this  end  in 
view,  by  means  of  pretences  so  flimsy,  that  they  never  rose  to  the 
dignity  of  being  sufficiently  defined  to  be  understood,  they  disre- 
garded the  plainest  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  >\ithhekl  the 
posts  upon  Lake  Ontario  and  the  western  lakes,  and  steadily  pur- 
sued the  policy  of  commercial  outrages  and  annoyances,  dogged 
and  irritating  diplomacy,  and  bringing  to  l)ear  upon  the  Indians  an 
influence  that  was  intended  to  embarrass  all  our  negotiations  with 
them,  and  ultimatelv  to  make  them  allies  in  a  renewed  contest  far 
dominion  over  them  and  their  territory. 

The  settlement  of  the  Genesee  country  commenced  under  the 
untoward  circumstances  of  a  continued  British  occupancy ;  the 
native  owners  of  the  soil  but  illv  reconciled  to  the  treaties  of  oer- 
sions,  and  thus  in  a  condition  to  be  easilv  incited  to  mischief:  while 

m 

oS  upon^  the  borders  of  the  western  lakes,  were  numerous  natkns 
and  tribes  ready  to  join  them,  to  redress  their  fancied  wrongs,  at 
thd  instigation  of  the  malitni  influences  that  lingered  among  them. 
For  six  years  after  feeble  settlements  were  scattered  in  l^ack wood's 
the  British  retained  Fort  Oswego  and  Niagara,  and  the 
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western  posts  ;  no  American  commerce  was  allowed  on  Lake  Onta- 
rio, or  if  allowed,  it  was  a  mere  sufferance,  attended  with  all  the 
annoyance  and  insolence  of  an  armed  police  at  the  two  important 
points,  Oswego  and  Niagara. 

In  the  person  of  Lord  Dorchester,  the  Gov.  General  of  Canada, 
was  an  implacable  enemy  of  the  disenthralled  colonies,  an  embodi- 
ment and  fit  representative  of  the  spirit  that  ruled  his  home  gov- 
ernment, and  his  deputy.  General  Simcoe,  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
of  the  Upper  Province,  located  at  Niagara,  was  well  fitted  to  take 
the  lead  in  that  then  retreat  of  mischief  makers  and  iiTeconciled 
refugees.  Sir  John  Johnstone,  after  his  retreat  from  the  Mohawk, 
had  continued  to  reside  at  Montreal,  and  after  the  war,  retained  a 
large  share  of  the  influence  he  had  inherited,  over  the  Six  Nations. 
He  may  well  be  supposed  to  have  had  no  very  kind  feelings  toward  his 
old  neighbors.  He  was  in  fact  the  ready  helper  in  the  persevering 
attempts  that  were  made  to  keep  the  Indians  irreconciled  and  trouble- 
some. The  position  of  Joseph  Brant  was  equivocal ;  keen  scrutiny 
and  watchfulness,  failed  to  determine  what  were  his  real  inclina- 
tions. Even  his  partial  biographer,  has  left  his  conduct  in  the  crisis 
we  are  considering,  an  enigma.  At  times  he  would  seem  to  have 
been  for  peace;  in  his  correspondence  with  Messrs.  Kirkland, 
Phelps,  Thomas  Morris,  General  Chapin,  and  with  the  Secretary 
of  War,  General  Knox,  there  were  professions  of  peaceful  inclina- 
tions ;  while  at  the  same  period,  he  would  be  heard  of  in  war  coun- 
cils of  the  western  Indians,  stirring  up  with  a  potent  influence,  side 
by  side  with  his  British  allies,  their  wor»t  passions;  or  organizing 


NoTi. — As  late  as  the  summer  of  1795,  ercn  after  the  Jay  treaty  and  Wayne's  treaty 
of  Greuvillo,  Col.  Simcoe  was  irreconciled,  and  to  all  appearances  looking  forward  to 
a  renewal  of  the  contest  between  Great  Britain  and  her  lost  colonies,  or  States  as  they 
had  then  become.  The  Duke  Liancoiirt.  was  then  his  guest,  at  Niagara,  who  says  oi 
him  :  —  "War  seems  to  bo  the  object  of  his  leading  passions ;  **  he  is  actiuaintedTwith 
the  military  liisto'ry  of  all  countries :  no  hillock  catches  his  eye  without  exciting  in 
his  mind  the  idea  of  a  fort,  which  might  be  constructed  on  the  spot,  and  with  the 
coDStniction  of  this  fort  he  associates  the  plan  of  operations  for  a  campaign,  especially 
of  that  which  is  to  lead  him  to  Pliiladelphia."  At  tlie  Indian  Tillage  of  Tuscarora, 
near  Lewi8t<m,  where  the  Duke  accompanied  him,  he  told  the  Indians  that  the  "Yan- 
kees were  brooding  over  some  evil  designs  against  them ;  that  they  had  no  other  object 
is  Tiew  but  to  rob  them  of  their  land.s ;  and  that  tlieir  good  father,  King  Geor«^,  was 
the  true  friend  of  tlieir  nation.  He  also  repeated,  that  the  maize  thief,  Timothy 
Pickering,  was  a  rogue  and  a  liar."  When  tne  Governor  and  the  Duke  were  on  their 
way  to  1  uscarora,  they  met  an  Americ^in  family  on  their  way  to  Canada.  On  learn- 
ing their  destination,  the  Governor  said  to  them :  — "Aye,  aye,  you  are  tired  of  the 
Federal  government ;  you  like  not  any  longer  to  have  so  inAny  kings ;  you  wish  again 
for  your  old  father,  come  along  aAi  I  will  give  you  land&" 
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inned  bands  of  Canada  Indians,  as  aDies  of  the  western  oonfafe* 
ates.  Red  Jacket  was  a  backwoods  Taileyrand,  and  Cornphn^ 
an  unschooled  Mettemich. 

Col.  John  Butler,  living  at  Niagara  in  affluence,  ricUj  pcniioMt 
and  himself  and  family  connections  richly  endowed  with  landilf 
the  king,  repaid  the  bounties  of  his  sovereign  with  all  the  zeal  Mi 
he  had  shewn  in  the  war,  by  seconding  the  views  of  Lord  Dofek» 
ter  and  Col.  Simcoe.    As  Superintendent  of  Indian  afiain  ht  U.' 
the  keys  of  the  king's  store  house  at  Niagara,  and  dispensed  b 
presents  profusely  among  the  Indians,  telling  them  that  the  'iii^ 
their  good  father,  would  soon  want  their  services  again,  agaiDrtii)| 
rebels."    The  early  settlers  of  the  Genesee  country,  saw  on  mm 
than  one  occasion,  the  Indians  in  possession  of  new  faroadcUk 
blankets,  and  silver  ornaments,  that  came  from  the  king's  store  ham» 
the  fearful  purport  of  which  they  well  understood.    Some  of  ii 
influences  and  agencies  that  have  been  named,  had  assisted  inkii 
treaties,  but  it  had  been  for  pay,  and  with  the  hope  ultimately  ef  ii 
partition  of  New  York,  and  the  non-fulfilment  of  the  treaty  stip» 
lation  for  the  surrender  of  its  western  territory.    Lingering  jit^ 
upon  the  Genesee  river,  and  in  several  other  localities,  were  nii»^l 
gees  from  the  Mohawk,  with  feelings  rankling  in  their  bosoms  akii> 
to  those  of  Milton's  fallen  angels  after  they  had  been  driven  oitrf 
Paradise. 

Added  to  all  thes«%  elements  of  trouble,  was  an  irreconciled  M 
ing  against  the  Indians,  on  the  part  of  those  who  had  been  boite 
settlers  upon  the  Mohawk  and  the  Susquehannah,  and  could  not  si 
soon  forget  their  horrid  barbarities.  In  the  absence  of  courts  ail 
any  efficient  civil  police,  this  feeling  would  occasionally  break  ani 
in  outrages,  and  on  several  occasions  resulted  in  the  murder  of  Ir 
dians ;  it  required  all  the  wisdom  of  the  general  and  State  goven- 
ments  and  their  local  agents  to  prevent  retaliation  upon  the  scatl» 
ed  settlements  of  the  Pioneers. 

While  a  storm  was  gathering  at  the  west,  and  the  Senecas^  Mh 
der  the  influences  that  have  been  named,  were  half  inclined  toad 
in  concert  with  hostile  nations  in  that  quarter,  the  murder  of  two 
Senecas,  by  whites,  occurred  on  Pine  creek,  in  Pennsylvania,  h 
highly  exasperated  the  Senecas,  and  they  made  an  immediate  de- 
mand upon  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  for  redress.  It 
the  form  of  a  message,  signed  by  Little  Beard,  Red  Jacket, 
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hakie,  Caunhesongo,  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  Seneca  nation,  and 
dated  at  "  Geneseo  River  Flats,"  August  1790.  After  saying  they 
are  glad  that  a  reward  of  eight  hundred  dollars  has  been  offered  for 
the  murderers;  they  add  :  —  "  Brothers  the  two  men  you  have  killed 
were  very  great  men,  and  were  of  the  great  Turtle  tribe ;  one  of 
them  was  a  chief,  and  the  other  was  to  be  put  in  the  great  king 
Garoughta's  place,  who  is  dead  also.  Brothers,  you  must  not  think 
hard  of  us  if  we  speak  rash,  as  it  comes  from  a  wounded  heart,  as 
you  have  struck  the  hatchet  in  our  head,  and  we  can't  be  reconciled 
until  you  come  and  pull  it  out.  We  are  sorry  to  tell  you,  you  have 
killed  eleven  of  us  since  peace."  "  And  now  we  take  you  by  the 
hand  and  lead  you  to  the  Painted  Post,  as  far  as  your  canoes  can 
come  up  the  creek,  where  you  will  meet  the  whole  tribe  of  the  de- 
ceased, and  all  the  chiefs  and  a  number  of  warriors  of  our  nation, 
-where  we  expect  you  will  wash  away  the  blood  of  your  brothers, 
and  bury  the  hatchet,  and  put  it  out  of  memory,  as  it  is  yet  sticking 
in  our  heads. 

Mr.  Pickering,  who  was  then  residing  at  Wyoming,  was  either 
lent  by  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  or  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
bold  the  proposed  treaty,  at  Tioga  Point,  on  the  16th  day  of  No- 
Tember.  He  met  there,  Red  Jacket,  Farmer's  Brother,  Col.  Butler, 
Little  Billy,  Fish  Carrier,  and  other  chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations,  and 
the  Chippewa  and  Stockbridge  Indians.  They  came  to  the  coun- 
cil much  enraged,  and  a  speech  of  Red  Jacket  was  well  calculated 
to  increase  their  resentments.  The  black  cloud  that  hung  over 
their  deliberations  for  days,  was  finally  driven  away  by  the  prudent 
course  of  Col.  Pickering,  and  the  war  spirit  that  was  kinJIed  in 

r  

^  many  a  savage  bosom,  fmally  quelled.     This  was  the  first  time  that 

h-  the  Six  Nations  were  met  in  council  by  the  general  government 

|fc  tfker  the  adoption  of  the  constitution.    Col.  Pickering  informed 

l|^  them  that  the  Thirteen  Fires  was  now  but  one  Fire,  that  they  were 

^  iow  all  under  the  care  of  the  great  chief,  General  Washington,  who 

^^  Woukl  redress  their  wrongs,  and  correct  any  abuses  the  whites  had 


if- 


i 


KoTjfc— ^Money  and  prcaonts  of  ffoods,  it  is  presumed,  were  the  principal  agents  of 

^"Boociliation.    The  wily  chiefH  who  demanded  the  council,  while  the/  assumed  that 

air  young  warrriors  could  hardly  bo  restrained  from  taking  summary  yengeauce  upon 

b  whites,  intimated  what  tliey  were  expecting ;  and  they  especially  requested  tliat 

■■•  Cfoyemor  should  send  to  the  council "  all  the  property  of^the  murderers,"  as  it 

Jl^uld  "  be  a  great  satisfaction  to  the  families  of  tlie  doccuscd."    The  result  of  the 

^^ncil  amounted  to  tittle  more  than  a  compromising  of  the  mordezs^  and  profcssiona 

fiiaodaliijj^  that  were  destined  to  remain  equivocal 
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practiced  upon  them ;  and  that  especially  traders  among  im 
would  be  prohibited  from  selling  spirituous  liquors.  To  &&  ikii 
Red  Jacket  and  Farmer's  Brother  made  replies,  expressing  uaA 
gratification  that  the  "great  chief  of  the  Thirteen  Fires,  hadQ|»l 
his  mouth  to  them."  They  made  formal  complaints  of  the  maov 
in  which  their  lands  had  been  obtained  from  them,  to  which  U 
Pickering  replied,  that  their  lands  were  their  own  to  dispose  of « 
they  pleased,  that  the  United  States  would  only  see  that  op  frail 
were  practiced  in  the  land  treaties. 

The  Six  Nations  called  their  councils  with  the  whites,  meam 
for  "brightening  the  chain  of  friendship,  "and  never  did  chain  ft 
rusty  so  quick  after  brightening  as  they  did  along  during  this  ciiliBd 
period.  One  treaty  or  council  was  hardly  over  before  another 
demanded  by  one  party  or  the  other.  In  the  spring  of  1791,  iAa 
the  Little  Turtle  as  the  successor  of  Pontiac — as  a  leader, 
his  equal  —  had  perfected  an  alliance  of  the  principal  western 
tions  against  the  United  States :  when  expedients  for  reconcilialiM 
with  them  had  been  exhausted,  and  General  Harmar  was  aboilli 
march  against  them ;  it  was  deemed  of  the  utmost  importance  fe 
confirm  the  wavering  purposes  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  divert  thA 
from  an  alliance  with  the  legions  that  threatened  to  break  op  ti 
borller  settlements  west  of  the  Ohio,  and  if  successful  there,  toifr 
volve  the  new  settlements  of  the  Genesee  countrv  in  the  contest  tl 

m 

dominion.  For  this  purpose,  Colonel  Pickering  was  again  coDHnii^ 
sioned  by  the  Secretarv  of  War  t<>  hold  a  treatv.  It  >vas  heUil 
Newtown,  (now  Elmira.)  in  the  mouth  of  June.  With  a  good  id 
of  difficulty,  a  pretty  general  attendance  of  the  Indians  wassecuni 
Fortunately  Col.  Proctor  who  had  turned  back  in  a  peace  embiflf 
to  the  western  nations,  in  consequence  of  intimations  which  indooel 
a  conclusion  that  it  would  not  only  be  fruitless  but  dangerous,  hai 
sivnt  some  weeks  among  the  Senecas  at  Butlalo,  and  his  visit  had 
been  favorable  to  the  drawing  off  of  the  chiefs  and  warriors  boB 
Canada  influence  and  western  alliance,  in  the  direction  of  Coiood 
Pickering  and  his  treaty  ground, 

.  The  treaty  was  mainly  successful.  With  all  the  bad  inclioatidoi 
of  the  Senecas  at  this  jieriod.  and  bad  intluenccs  that  was  beariD] 
upon  them,  there  was  a  strong  conservative  influence  which  had  i 
powerful  auxiliary  in  the.  **  Governesses,  "  or  influential  women.* 


*  The  very  comiiiou  iiiijuxiii.u.n  Uiai  Uiv  wuiuvn  had  no  iudueucein  tlw 


•  ..>  '.  >^*.:».>>:\  u!  :r.j:  ::;.v:\  .-.'rv^u:  itO  or  35  vejc*  *>:"  a^,  of 

....  .^->  .r.  i..  ?:>:>:  v*»*  a  dv*e  kx^kir^  aian.     He  %vi5  ihe 
.  -  ■.■•j":  .,*:  >:>fAxt":  I  r.ive  ever  kr:\>\\r. .  h:>  inar.ncr  was 

k.:^    \\r.;.v.   ne   5k>.-.x':.;:"K^>   fo.ied   :a  Arci-^eri.     The 
a ;  -  ..  >.•■:•.• .  I..:-. OS  Uv.xvje  :rr.:A:;-i  aini  k^st  hi<  lea-ppr  i  ihea 

::        ji.  V  .:v.^-.;^-.:i-.i  Asse:::.v.  vx"  :he  cV.oiNi^'s,     He  feJx  a 

?  : :  ...    .:■.  «  ;^  ^v  :. v. j :..-.:  :r.i:  ^is^ure  hid  d.'^rie  r.vore  tV^ 

:  ...s  .ii.:.-.^  ;•■...<:      A  \e,.r  or  I'kvo  a:":er  "ch:*  ireful  v.  when 

..'  :  z  •r.'.v.  l\<:  \1:^::tk.^\\ctx.  beoAnv  Secreiipr  vX  War, 

:.  :I. .:  /.wk::  v^'  :.  >  i-^r.v.x '.^^ii.     *  Ah. '  siid  he,  *  we  bec*a 

:  ,  .;j-:-;  7  .»;•>-■.  :r.i   s^-ve  :::iv  :  be  knew  b.^ar  lo  read  and 

: :.   :  .     ;....:  :■■:  t.:^  ^r.  x*Kaa   of  ::w  :  bu:  if  1  had  kDOwn 

■.^:.  .*:  ..  wr.".;^  1  >h ."«•.:  hire  co:  ahe^vi  i>f  bcim." 

:•    .  -.  .-::  e:.r/.  r./r.i-^rhriii  Alroiiv  Kvr. i:ioi.:ett..jv  men- 

•  •  • 

:>  ,;..■.•:    vr.».:  .::;r.:^\  ':\i:-.Ji\i  ::i  all  :he  relailo:*.*  of  xhe 

•«  ........        ••.«•       ^\    ft»>V  «•-«*    •«..%      ,«•     j^«       ^mtK         2\  4««««^%A>      ^^       UlftS^ 

*  /      .-:  l...:..v.-.  *.Ti\:eo*5>*rk     LVci.sTil  lirae'  Chipin 
;-...".  ,:  ?•'.  ..s>. . .- ".  ..A" : :n.     H o  w as  con\r.us> .  .>5v-i  as  a  Ca}>- 

..  ;:  :  . :'  l".;*  K;.  o.uL.w.  Aiid  w&s  vzi  the  Oi::\:\aLni 
;-  .«. ;  s  ■.  r.  iiicT  -.v:-..,-.-;  r^;^  was  advi:;o^\a  :o  ihe  raak  i"< 
-:.-  .-:  \:.t  .%v>x:  :■■:  iTiC  Kev^vai.A^r..  he  n:»i  anainec  to  ihe 


..<^ 


'—'.*-     i.".   »5««k     .C*      Jifl 
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rank  of  Brigadier  General.  In  addition  to  his  services  in  the 
he  was  occasionally  a  sub  contractor,  or  agent  of  Oliver  Phd 
prccannz  annj  supplies.  Upon  one  occasion,  as  the  author  oh 
bv  his  correspondence,  he  was  requested  by  Mr.  Phelps  to  oh 
•*  fiae  yoke  of  fat  cattle  for  Gen.  Washington's  table/'  Gen.  C 
in  active  military  service  during  the  Shay  rebellion :  30 
orders,'  transmitted  to  him  by  Major  General  Shq 
Appendix.  No.  13.  After  the  close  of  the  Revolution,  he  i 
prominent  managing  member  of  an  association,  organized  b 
parpose  of  dealing  in  wild  lands  in  Vermont.  He  was  one  c 
original  associates  with  Mr.  Phelps,  in  the  purchase  of  the  Ge 
country,  and  was  chosen  to  come  out  and  explore  it  in  17891, i 
resulted  in  his  removal  with  his  family  to  Canandaigua,  in  171 
Soon  after  the  organization  of  the  general  government,  the 
retarv  of  War,  General  Knox,  saw  the  necessitv  of  a  local 
aiiK«^  the  Six  Nations,  and  the  well  earned  reputation  of  CSi 
Ctnpca.  in  the  Revolution,  and  in  the  important  civil  crisis  th 
t»wvd  atVr  U  in  Massachusetts,  fortunately  for  the  regioo 
which  hif  h»i  become  identified,  pointed  him  out  as  a  sii 
p^\«Ksry  v>f  the  important  trust.  From  his  earliest  residence  i 
cvHiw!rv\  ^^  had  been  entrusted  with  commissions,  in  coom 
with  l:xi:AW  ni»3aiions,  by  Gen.  Knox  and  Col.  Pickering.  Sooi 
ih^  trwAty  ;ftt  Newtown,  he  was  appointed  to  the  office  of  0 
Sujvnt^it^::hk*r,t  of  the  Six  Nations,  though  the  duties  of  bis 
uhiuMlt'iV.  iu  manv  instances,  embraced  the  whole  norther 

Th^  Setter  1^"  appointment  from  Gen.  Knox,  enjoined  him 
th<»  imjvrwsMnc  upon  the  Indians,  that  it  was  the  "•  firm  determii 
of  tht"  IV^ent  that  the  utmost  fairness  and  kindness  shoi 
exhibitoJ  to  t'je  Indian  tribes  by  the  United  Stales.*'  That  i 
•*  ukA  only  his  desire  to  be  at  peace  with  all  the  Indian  tribes,' 
b^  their  i;\inrtiian  and  protector,  against  all  injustice."  Hi 
informed  by  the  Secretary,  that  Joseph  Brant  had  pR»mised  J 
to  tlic  seat  of  government,  and  instructed  either  to  accompaai 
**  or  otherwise  provide  for  his  journey  in  a  manner  perfectly  i 
able  to  him." 


Mt,  one  bayt>net  and  belt,  lost  by  me  in  the  retreat  from  Quebec,  Maj  6.  ITTt" 
■thAO  Clark  cluirgcsa    that  he  was  equally  unfortunate  in  the  ba^  flis^ht; 
his  woolen  shirti^  stockingi^  ihoei^  a  bajonet  and  belt»  a  tomahawk,  and  a  *  no 
"•     atoekmgi^  '^ 
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letter  proved  unfortunate.  Dr.  Allen,  knowing  its  cootcLts  fcq 
ly  or  imprudently  communicated  them  to  Co!.  Gordon,  ^ho  i.^ 
nied  it  with  suggestions  well  calculated  to  promote  as  mziit^ 
answer.  He  also  informed  Captain  Chew,*  a  de:«ii:v  1 
agent  under  Sir  John  Johnstone,  residing  at  Xi2^*'&.  d 
contents  of  the  letter,  who  brought  aD  his  influence  to  l«: 
Brant,  to  prevent  the  journey. 

As  the  time  of  departure  drew  near.  Gen.  Chapin  hai  Bn 
tended  from  the  Grand  River  to  Canandaigua,  and  froe 
via  Albany  and  Xew  York  to  Philadelj'hia.  The  chitf  ^ 
tended  by  Israel  Chapin.  jr.,  Dr.  Allen,  Samuel  Street,  aftrn 
his  own,  and  another  provided  for  th?  party  by  Gtn.  Cls^ 
was  Brant's  first  apj-^arance  in  the  Valley  of  the  Motawk 
his  flight  from  there,  and  well  knowing  Lhat  upon  his  jc^n 
must  often  encounter  those  of  hi?  oM  neighbors  agairsi  wbcffii 
carried  on  a  san^uinarv  warfare,  he  feared  relnbuuon.  aa 
proceeded  upon  the  pledges  of  Gen.  Chapin  that  no  insol:  or 
nity  should  be  offered  him.  It  was  only  up?n  one  cccasiM'^ 
were  entertained  for  his  safetv  on  the  route  bv  his  aveLiiis 
enabled  him  to  avoid  the  :J.reatei:ed  dar^rer.  Arrivei  i 
York,  it  would  seem  the  whole  prirty,  aSi'u:  to  a7j:-:-:ir  5^:  c?r 
rather,  at  the  seal  of  govemmer.:  — doucJ  their  riick-.v  ->i- 
robe,  and  patronized  a  fashioLible  tailor.  IVetty  r- ur.i  :!. 
presented  to  Gen.  Chapin  for  payrr  ?r.t ;  :;.al  f.:r  a  fu'.i  r-i:  :V: 
would  show  that  he  at  least  did  r.ot  arpear  In  arjv  k-5s  n.^i. 
than  was  befittir.i:  an  ambassridvr. 

The  result  of  this  visit  of  Brant  lo  the  ^eat  of  --T^r:- 
detail.  ;«  already  ii:corp:'ra:eJ  in  histor}'.  AlihoUjTri  ir.  a : 
satiffiictory  and  prciduciive  *A  g»i.  hi>  positi  -ri  wa*  :t  z.: 
fixe',  or  changed  bv  iL  II  ihe  miJst  of  ft-astirij  ai.i  cr- J. 
recipi.r^t  of  presents  and  flatteries,  he  was  reseneJ  ;xi.i  c 
put  on  an  air  of  mvster\* :  so  much  so,  that  Ge^.  Kr.  x  ii. 
to  Ger^.  Ch3]'in.  expresses  fears  thit  sc»me  Xh'.ii^  was  soid  ■:•: 


of  Cart.  M -::/rVi*a-     f  "i.- ?:.:>* ".  Arr:  7.  a:. : -i<. :    f -J.. -.  r   -    .    .*: 
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•J:*  Lar  i*  r  -*•  w  a.ia  \.t  hal  Ir^r  *.-,  r..     H-  r  f..>:  ->=-f-  -sal  »^  ^4  'b-.:_  4   *; 
rarr.  cf  ir.r  i'.nti^h  armj.    her  dotcezJa^'j  art  am-in^  ilie  bul-.t  res 
tf  T'.aKar:7aT]IIa^ 


.1   "".Ji:  bxd  v.*:<r?fea<eJ  him.     The  tnxth  was*  diat  he  hjul 

..-".  V  :v7'>-v.i  — In  the  n:^:  rlic-?.  he  ib*-A5  jiacerelv 

.'-   .:.:i  •.v-a:*.::v1  ivdce  .  bu!  h-?  'a-jl*  S>u":d  :o  ihe  British 

.  ..  r^----  ^^~.|  .i:':-r:he"^iir^  that  h:<  :ju?p?  ianJeJ  po«?- 
r-  -^i'i  '?v  •■.::  v.v.r^*  of  jl  c or.tiaueJ  lovaltv.  He  kr-ew 
>:    '  -;'  :.v<   i:v.:  every  won!  he  uv.ereJ  iv.  rliTor  ot  the 

<      ■.:::':•:'  w  :>.  :he  l^riiish,  bu:  xsowiih  '.vhdt  he  proba- 

-  •  ;■*.;-  h  >  i:"'uenoe  with  h-5  own  nivre.     Ge:i.  Kaox 
•      yr::.  <t'  :!  j;  re  '.vnu>l  v-*'.:  the  wes:era  rui:i^.Kis: 

-0  ..-'.-'!  .r. •.-:::.:->:  wi:h  c .'•ndi::oc'_<  ar.J  tv.eri:ji  reserva- 
■  •  '■  ;r;  :.■  "..*..  -te :  i?  render  the  mission,  of  Li:::e  avx.L 
.      V.  :  •  •>  iv.ovi^nw:.:.  a  <er:e#  of  truitless  eaiba^sie*  l^» 

-  •  »  ■■?.  j.  yr.'TAvT'.evi  wrt'.xi  of  auirm  and  apprvhersioc. 
...,,.  .......,^  ...  .^  o.'fir.OLS  were  held  by  CSen.  Criapin  with 

<.  •"■>:!•.-  -.v.'.h  the  Seneca*,  as  thev  were  :::0*t  ia- 

:<  ;■'  :.v  westerti  Indian  cocifedemev.     }Iec:dnck5^ 

:-•  :     .'  A:-i  J:L:k-'t.  md  Corarianter.were  5UCCe5s:TeIv 

-  <  :    : -.e    v:^:.  nn.:er  the  au>*jiees  of  Lt^n.  Chapin: 

-  '         ■  *:   v:  t;?  A':.>a<sador^  suooeed^i  :n  ^ettinsr  aav 
■■:"  - .*.;  V.  v::A:un\  'hi:    the  Ohio   shouM  be  the 

.    i  ■      -J  •;,;:  vl  of  ,:  >::..Ay  and  a-anti,  :n  '.vhich  the  r.ew 
.■>•■:.•  .^'-1  •: : r V    .: .;»t? :\"  v   .md  ;'air. 'ui i  v  rartio :  ;?ated  . 

■*  '-V;'>-  WIS  rvnrited  with  a!i\ •:'ty  :  and  the 

.......  ■<•   .x>-i:  w./oho.:  with  -ea'ousv  -.md  di-strxis:. 

•    ;  ':■'.  '  :<'>  ■'.  <i:^.^(:5  fr.^  :  :•*:>  v^':.irt-^r.  other?  were 
•  '■:    >.  .i:  o:'  r."»vem::ient.  j.::d  our  n*  !:ary  pvss 

V  ■•'   \-    ;■■■.■"'.■    ..■,'-.— 1:'.'»  .  :n  t'v '•   v^t.ino-:'*.  ;.H?aoe  ain- 

......  — .  ^  ■ . .   . , , ,  .^ j^^^,  ^^  be  •  ■  ^re    rv  a  o h  i  iv^   treat v 

V    - '.    :  ?  t.''  :v  *  jr?  nee t  .It '.on5  wi:h  the  Indiana* 

•    ,' :;::-.   :> - . :: >h  inter:";  rv : .oe .     Not  -.'oc teas  with 

^      ;         A  :!  ';  >.  'd  out.  a::d  ajtni!*v  japi'lvitr:!  them 

...  ^       .  .-^..  ..^  ;-.  ve  war.  on  one  -.xrcasioa,  thev  retused 

j>-     TO;:*..:  "rv  water  v:ai.V*ve-^>a::d  Xla^ara  . 

.  ■  •'■■.■.<        v.  ■  •  a  u'.i.tarv  c^.^^oe.  v  re  Tented  cor.!nu>- 

:  '^  V    ':■'.  S".i":<  T.^fn  nrx>fedn'i  to  their  dist:"at:or. 

'■?L. .  L      A.. :  v'ose  .v-^re  the  acts  of  a  oatioa  w::h  wbs.HU 
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we  had  just  made  a  treaty  of  peace ;  a  nation  who.  in  a  Rcctt 
colonial  crisis  of  their  own,  demanded  the  most  stringent  obseirtaee 
of  the  duties  of  neutral  nations.  They  set  up  the  specioas  ai 
false  pretence,  that  the  supplying  the  Indians  with  the  meam  4 
warring  upon  us.  was  the  work  of  individuals,  for  which  the  ^ 
ment  was  not-  accountable.  In  the  case  of  the  Xavv  Island  nc 
they  insisted  that  our  government  should  be  responsible  for  iDdirii 
a1  acts. 

The  office  of  Gen.  Chapin,  it  may  well  be  concluded^  was  do» 
ecure.  At  the  head  of  the  war  department  was  a  faithful  pobic 
officer,  and  he  required  promptness  and  enercy  from  all  his  fdw- 
dinates.  Upon  Gen.  Chapin,  devolved  the  procuring  of  embii» 
dors  to  the  hostile  Indians,  fitting  out  them  and  their  retinues,  mi 
holding  council  after  council  to  keep  the  faces  of  the  Sii  NatiflB 
turned  from  the  west.  In  these  troublesome  time.s,  the  governooC 
was  of  courso  liberal  with  the  Senecas,  and  Gen.  Chapin  wasiaiL 
moner.  They,  shrewd  enough  to  understand  the  value  of  their c* 
tinned  frionil>hip  to  the  United  Stales  at  that  critical  period,  vol 
most  of  tht*m  sturdy  beggars.  Often  they  would  propose  coasdb 
with  the  ulterior  motive  of  a  feast  and  carousal  and  a  "staff"** 
support  lli^m  on  thfir  return  v^  their  vi!l:ti:*.'S.  At  his  home  ia  Ctt- 
andaiiruii  he  wasc»bli::f.'d  to  hold  aimo.Nt  p:frpelual  audience  wiihsek'  | 
con.-tiiuicii  (lt.'!t*:^aliuiis  who  would  proiVss  that  th»jy  were  dtciJei 
conscrva:iv('s  and  peace  makers,  as  Inr.'j  as  he  di>j*ens..*d  his  bread 
meat  and  whiskey  freely.  Linirerii:::  «oinetinie.s  quiie  t«-»"*  ior:5  • 
be  agreraMe  or  essential  to  the  puri)>s:'S  of  diplomacy,  he  wo'Xdi 
them  out  wi:h  a  liberal  **stafl"*  and  per>unde  the  S'.juaws  lo  uobad 
to  their  cornfiL-lds,  and  the  Indians  to  tlirir  hui.tii:::  carnj-s  intlJt 
forest.     Mr.   Derrv  at   Canawairus.  and  Winnev,  the  then  airaort 


N<  IE.  —  It  i-  n«»t  t1i'»  authiir*.-*  |-«rp.-c  m  i-ive  tl.c  L'*.'itr:i!  h>:«'rr  r.f  I»>ilui  'h 
Ciiltii".  at  'r.i"  ^1  -t.  at  ih;-*  j'<rii'«l :  tKi't.::}i  it  »Li>t;M  U-  n.i  !i;i«.M  1.  i.'r  th»-  iri-raJB 
of  l!M'>.  ■  r..  :  .  ..•..,  ..;i'.t  v.iT;»  wr.;iT  V.;.*  ;i,i  -,  t-.-ii-j.;- i  •  iii  :!.:.:  ij.-.r*-  r,  -j^t  iL  la- 
«li::M  i«r.t"i  .■  r:..  .-.  v.ii:.-:i  lj.i«l  U»  ii  -•  vixrl.  ;.'i-!  rii--  w  .i  ■«  l],.  v  w.\jv  f.  m  ,-.>  •..•\v;*ff 
aiio!  !ri-:r  «•  ■■  '::r  tf.-v  h:i'l  c»-Jf  1  ti>  !:»••  l.-i.'i  1  >:./.  ^  •-.'..-.h  «.{  ;"..r'  i.i;^  •  wa*-i 
ih'  ri  «•  •  •:..■  '• :  ;.' "  :  ;iiir'y.;ivi.  t\-''>  i'l !  i:.\.  .>•■■:.■.'*  1  ?.  y  i:.->t.  i  --w  r  .j^  i  -a 
;t-  t!:"  U. .:  i-.-\  ;ii .'.  ;i-  '1  iti  tl.i*  thiv  n  »-.-»•  «  :-.:..i:if  1  ,';.•«  i  #•!.»■«. -ira.-p.l  J-v  z'm  hnaA 
'I  hf  '  xpi- ill- -1-  .1  .S;.  «*j;iir  .-iii'i  Wji.n-.  «•■:•■  i-r  i  !.:■■:.  .:,,•  }■.-.;. -J  :*v&*>:«  lai 
j.-iiii-".i:  ;:•■■■•  !r:  « ■■.:.-  :"  r  ih.-ir  <»•  j-rfliVi  .ii>  c-.:m !:»;•.:•.■  1  -.;]  ■  :.  tji.--.'  wh-.  L^i!^r>d(« 
o."U*l  ••■ni'-'ry. 

•  .\  >».'*Tl".:ir  I  !-.  ni'-tiT»i».^  a  koj  of  whi.«koy  to  whirh  thi  y  triro  i),i*  nax«. 
a  iiii-L"r:"  r !  I  In  ♦■::.:.:*':u  of  siren j'Ji  aavi  bjppijrt  wua  wcJikL-.-k.",  as  hsA  && 
Uriit:it.'iL!v  <I(.-ni  >t.s'wraU.'d. 
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ry  resident  upon  tiie  present  site  of  BufTalo,  were  Indian 
*>.  and  acted  ns  local  sub-agents,  the  two  first  named  es- 
1\ .  Tpon  the  General's  orders,  and  sometimes  at  their  own 
'ti'.>:i.  tlifv  would  dis|)en$e  meats  and  drinks,  and  formidable 
ints  iherei>f  would  be  presented.  AVinney  occupying  an  im- 
ii  I'  »>ition  with  reference  to  Indian  rehitions,  kept  the  General 
ii».i  •»!'  all  that  was  going  on  in  ll»at  quarter.  The  United 
!«  hiiviiig  passed  a  stringent  law  prohibiting  wholly  the  selling 
uor  to  the  Indians  and  trading, among  them  without  license,  an 
us  task  was  iinposod  upon  the  suj>erintendent  to  prevent  its 
tii<n.  School  masters,  missionaries  and  blacksmiths,  among  the 
IS  harl  to  b3  cared  for,  and  their  various  wants  supplied.  In 
nciilties  that  arose  between  the  white  settlers  and  the  Indians, 
ipi'fintondent  was  usually  called  upon  to  be  the  arbitrator.  If 
liians  stole  tVoni  the  white  settlers, complaints  were  made  to  the 
inteivlaut  and  ii  seemc»d  to  have  been  a  matter  of  inference 
lis  otiice  impose  1  ui>on  him  the  duty  of  seeing  all  such  wrongs 
:sed.  It  will  surprise  those  who  are  not  conversant  with  the 
ol'  economy  u|)on  which  our  national  affairs  commenced,  that 
y  for  all  this,  which  was  attended  with  large  disbursement  of 
•  in-  uioy.  for  which  the  most  rigid  accountability  was  deman- 
vas  but  live  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 
c  s'ason  of  1704  opened  with  gloomy  prospects: — Negotia- 
witli  the  western  Indians  hail  signally  failed ;  one  army  had 
rou:«\i.  aiid  amaher  deteati'd :  Indian  murders  of  border  settlers 
'  wrsi  Continued  ;  a  war  with  England  was  not  improbable  ;* 
LiU  »:i^  tiie  feartully  anticipated  results  in  this  region,  was  a 
lal  of  the  border  wars,  with  the  active  participation  of  the 
-s  of  sava^ie  warriors  at  the  \vest»  added  to  increase  its  hor- 


#. 


K. — Tli-  t  "ll'-wir.  •  I*  a  >|vvinu'ii  of  Mr.  Winiu*y*s  ooTTcsp»»nii»'nce.  Prince  Ed- 
..iH  \\.r  ur.-rv.iT>]<  I);ik<>  of  Kent,  tlu'  father  n'f  tlu*  pffSi-ut  ijueeu  of  England. 
I  tli«-  >  a  oo;:i:iiL'^«iii»n  in  iho  Briti>!i  ariiiv  : — 

m 

l-iFFAi.o  Crekk.     e  23d  An*?.,  1792. 

ifo":  1  <i:;i*r.4l  ('ii:t}<::i   \]\:\:  .lUmt  70  of  tlu*  C.iiia«!u  ludiani»  wgono  to  Drtmit. 
■  :i.  Ii-  ?i    I'lV  W;,rr  ;.ii  i  :i  ':ij»nU'r  t»f  Indians  !ii<»rouri' t*xp»TUii  t<»  pMip.  I  furtlu'i 
}••  I  :'..i;   tlif  ln'Ii;u:^  .•{  iliis  plaro  are  to  4fi»  nnin  the  t5n*t  Kitiir*  vt'suol  tlia 
•ii>w:..     riii.t-i-  K'Ia.l:-!  i^:irri\iHl  at  nia>^raHlioiild  I  hear anvtliini;  worth  wliilc 
■-  I  -!..V:  ii  t  vi.n  kn<»w.     I  am  vournmst  ol»itlu»nt  and  Tcrr  Lundilo  M^n*ant. 

C.  WINXKV. 

r.M  i  r  H  n-ni;i.liii  tliat  a  wjir  U*;  witMi  F.ni:lfiiid  and  Franco  liad  ot>mnionciil 
i  1..1  i  {•ri»ir:it..-.l  ArmTLivin  conuncrve  by  her  urhitnurj  onion*  in  C(»uncil ;  and 
^:i:<  III  of  Aniorican  K^amon,  (of  itself  a  sulficient  ciaae  of  war,)  fna  gning  oil 

19 
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ran.     In  the  month  of  Februanr.  Lord  Dorchester  had 
from  England,  and  meeting  a  deputation  from  the  western  L 
had  delivered  to  them  an  inflammatory  speech,  assertir 
other  things,  that  he  should  regard  a?  invalid.  ^LjzcqrilsiiMUh 
United  State?,  of  Indian  bnis  since  the  peace  of  17%3.    [A{ii» 
dix,  Xo.  14.]     This  of  course  included  all  of  the  Genesee  caauf 
Following  up  the  ho:?tile  demonstration.  Gov.  Simcoe.  earlj  in  Apd 
with  a  body  of  troops  had  proceeded  to  the  west,  and  erectti  i 
Fort,  at  the  foot  of  the  Rapids  uf  the  Miami,  far  within  'sm  bo» 
daries  of  the  United  State?,   a.s  acknowleged  in  the  treaty  oc  174 
Althoucrh  General  Chapin,  as  many  of  the  cid  Pioneers  wd  l^ 
member,  endeavored  to  quiet  alarm,  and  prevent  the  deseraaic 
the  countrv.  he  was  far  from  feelins  all  the  securitv  and  6eed«x&faB 
apprehension  of  danger,  that  he  with  g«x)d  motives  professed,   li 
eves  were  turned  to  him:  from  all  the  backivoods  settlemeca^ or 
^jenuers  would  cro  to  Canandaigua.  to  learn  from  hina  all  thiC  «i 
iroing  on  —  to  consult  him  as  to  anticipated  danger: — if  he  ki 
shown  m:«2ivine«,  or  favored  alarm,  a  desertion  of  the  countrv  vsM 
have  ensued,  the  necessitv  of  which  he  wis  laboring  to 
iJurir.g  th*^  previous  win'er  he  had  been  to  Philadelphia,  and 
f-red  to  -.he  Pr'^-idrr*  a  message  from  a  c^unci!  of  the  Six  Ni&«^ 
1  ri fi  \  ro 'i  J K *  1  .'tc k  a  Ti  a  r; s we r.     In  Fe b ru a rv  he  h ad  con v * ned  a  c-^Wr 

m 

cii  at  KwtT'i'oind  delivered  it.  It  had  proved  s'ltisfactorv  ex:e:«tz 
ore  f^irticjiar  —  it  had  filled  to  give  an  explicit  ar.swer  urc»i  fc 
vexed  que-';«n  of  the  di.sputed  western  houndiry  He  ivDwe^ie 
d :  ^  •  ri  but'.'- 1  :  r^*  --t  n  •  >  amoni'  t};*^  m  —  of  w  h :  c  h  wa*  a  la  r  je  sazzir  9 
V.  :i  r ri »  w  i  ru r  r  c  i •:;: 1 1 :  r i ::  —  ri r. d  !r .- { t  r  h e  m  wi ! h  r*^  r: e  wed  j"  rofesE'X*  « 
T •:aoef' i I  i T; *j: ri tior, «. *  In  A r»ril  ho  wrote  t o  t hrr  Se c re tarv  of  War  tti* 
he  harl  enrerained  confiderice  that  the  Six  Xatior.a  intended  towiii 
^•onr.cil  ^\  i- h  the  U.  S- av-=,  in  orJer  to  bring  •  about  a  g'^n-?rai  cei«.* 
t.utthaf.  he  feared  thrit  the  "inflammatorj'sf-eech  of  LoH  I>?ft3tf- 
•er."  fv.Ki.vh  hnd  r»een  irit-?r7.r-;teii  to  the-  In  lians  at  BufiloCr^i 
ijy  Col.  Ij'ir'.^rr.)  "with  what  passed  between  the  Br:ii?n  azul  bi- 
nn.-  on  rhit  occasiorj.  had  chringed  th?ir  ir:tl•^*^o^i?.*■  "CifU-^ 
Bomberrv  attended  the  council  in  l)ehalf  of  thr:  B^i^?:l  ir?ver::3<v. 
and  took  pair. 5  ou  a'!  ..•cca.-rions  to  inform  the  h-.iiar.^  Mha:  war 


•  .\i  thu^  T*r.-i  'fj-  "-vf.- i,-  T,:r.-.  i>n«-T  »fif.IIy  rl.."h»-il  ar.-i  f-:  •  7  i:=. 
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Ihcir  government  and  ours,  was  inevitable.  When  I  was  at  Buf- 
&]o  Creek,  Gov.  Simcoe  h:id  gone  to  Detroit.  He  started  for  that 
place  immediately  on  receiving  Lord  Dorchester's  speech  to  the 
Indians."  *'  The  ex|>enses  of  the  Indians  increase  with  the  im- 
portance they  suppose  their  friendship  to  be  to  us ;  hpwever,  you 
nay  be  persuaded  that  I  endeavor  to  make  use  of  all  the  economy  I 
can."  The  letter  closes  as  follows :  — *•  This  part  of  the  country,  be- 
ing the  frontier  of  the  State  of  New  York,  is  very  much  alarmed  at  the 
|»resent  apjiearancc  of  war.  Destitute  of  arms  and  ammunition,  the 
scattered  inhabitants  of  this  remote  wilderness  would  fail  an  easy  prey 
to  their  savage  neighbors,  should  they  think  pn^per  to  attack  them." 

On  the  5th  of  May,  General  Chapin  informed  the  Secretary,  that 
the  British  had  commenced  ti.e  erection  of  a  Fort  at  Sandusky. 
•  If."  says  he,  "  it  is  consistent  with  the  views  of  the  United  States, 
to  put  any  part  of  this  country  in  a  state  of  defence,  this  part  of 
it  calls  aloud  for  it  as  much  as  any.  We  are  totally  unprovided 
with  arms  and  ammunition,  and  our  enemy  is  within  a  few  miles 
of  us.  If  1:2  or  1500  stand  of  arms  could  be  spared  from  the  arse- 
nals of  the  United  States,  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  frontier,  together 
with  some  ammunition,  it  would  contribute  much  to  their  security."* 

Tfie  apprehension  of  danger  exteniied  over  all  the  region  west 
of  Uticn.  In  the  small  settlements  '.hat  had  been  commenced  in 
Onondaira,  it  had  been  enhanced  bv  an  unfortunate  local  occurrence: 
Early  in  the  spring.  Sir  John  Johnson,  through  an  agent,  had  at- 
tempted to  take  from  Albany  to  Canada,  a  boat  load  of  groceries 
and  fruit  trees.  A  party  of  men  waylaid  the  boat  at  Three  River 
Point,  and  plundered  the  entire  cargo.  It  was  a  lawless  attempt  of 
individuals  to  take  the  ]K>wer  into  their  own  hands,  and  redress  na- 
tional wrongs  ;  gratify  an  ill  feeling  against  Johnson,  and  retaliate 
for  British  olTences  upon  the  Ocean,  and  the  annoyances  of  Ameri- 
can Lake  commerce  at  Oswego.  An  invading  force  from  Canada 
to  land  at  Oswego,  anil  march  upon  the  settlements  in  Onondaga, 
was  threatened  and  anticipated.  Rumors  came  that  Johnson  and 
Brant  were  organizing  for  that  purpose. 

In  ref  rence  to  the  whole  complexion  of  things  at  the  west,  and 
in  Canada,  the  legislature  of  Xew  York  had  resolved  upon  erecting 
fortifications   upon   the   western  borders,    and   had   appropriated 


*  Sv>nttf  .'nu!t  and  .imnninition  were  ahoitlT  afterwards  wdI  to  G«il  ClufHii,  either 
W  Um  geiMarml  or  atate  goTcmmeBt 
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£12,000  for  that  purpose.  The  commissioners  under  the  act  wew 
Generals  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  and  William  Xorth,  AdjL  G*i 
David  Van  Home  and  Baron  Steuben,  who  was  then  a  resiiiea: 
of  Oneida  county.  Soon  «iftt?r  ihe'ir  apj»ointment,  they  had  eniised 
the  co-operation  of  General  Chap !ri,  Chark-s  Williamson  and  R«jbert 
Morris,  as  to  the  location  of  the  defences.  Although  BaroB 
Steuljen  came  west,  and  corresponded  with  the  last  named  £re3[J^ 
man  in  reference  to  the  matter,  the  author  can  not  learn  that  acj 
hincj  was  finally  consummate-*!  west  of  Onondaga.  Bet'ore  aav 
5ng  could  have  been  matured,  the  clouds  of  war  had  besrin  to  di*- 
se.  In  the  hour  of  alarm,  the  Slate  commissioners  came  wesi 
•r  as  Salt  Point,  and  ordered  the  erection  of  a  bUxrk  hiwe. 
'*,.  '1  was  soon  completed.  The  Baron  mustered  together  she 
l^Ckwoodsmen  of  Onondaira,  olFicered  and  inspected  them:  i 
committee  of  public  safety  was  organized.  Before  the  block  bioe 
was. completed  and  garrisoned,  on  several  occasions,  the  inhabitaas 
fled  to  the  woods  with  their  mo>l  valuable  effects.  At  this  liaje. 
there  was  an  unusual  number  of  Indians  at  the  British  posts  of  Oi- 
wego  and  Niagara ;  it  was  inferred  that  they  were  only  waiting  for 
Wayne's  defeat  at  the  west,  as  a  signal  for  a  movement  in  this 
quarter. 

A  new  clement  of  trouble  was  inter|X)sed  to  einbnrrass  the  rela- 
tions of  the  Six  Nations  \vith  the  United  St  aces.  Complaate: 
with  a  few  other  chiefs,  had  sold  to  the  State  of  Penn>yivania  a 
district  of  count rv  aloncr  on  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  which 
included  Presque  Isle.  The  act  w:js  stri»n;:ly  remonstrated  agaiost. 
and  Pennsvlvania  was  earlv  infiTined  that  it  had  not  the  sancikc 
of  ccmpr;t*!it  authority,  and  would  be  recr^nle  1  by  the  IirJlans  as  a 
nullity;  but  at  a  ciitical  p:^riod,  the  authorities  of  IVnnsylvaLii 
very  inddiscreelly  commenced  an  armed  occupancy  and  surveys 
This  threatened  to  undo  all  that  had  been  done  by  GenenJ  Chap^ 


tiic  aroiMint  (if  rp-.n-irn-n*-*  in  tii'i-  «j  ;:*rl-r  s.n."  il'-rivi  .1.  -;i'.-.:  —  "  Fi- :•  ri- i  W._jii: 
AHir^^tii«»  ll:ir*i!j  ilv  >tt -i)*!!.  «.T..  •  ;iii  :;I'i-'i•■-•^•.rnJl  \**  Fri'-li'dk  fi,r  ••.-■. iT.  Kjm  ■ 
PniH^ia,  Q  'r.rt*Tri.a-TiT  <;i-ijit:»1.  <.":.•  v.iii.  r  ■  I  t-i-Orl-T  ••!"  .M.-;:.  G.-.»'i  i  >!.>•>:  ■:*-i- 
Court  <»f  IIi»h«'riz..lli.[|.  ("Ll-.r,*!  iii  tii-  Cjri  i-  i.t  Siial-irt.  Kiiiir'i:  "i  'J:-  •  *  .'■■"  -r  K.i  -• 
tj,  Conirii:ir.«!«T-ir.-rlu.f  tif  tli*'  ari.ii'-i  -.f  'A.**  l'ii:;i-  "(  I'-i'l-'i.  >r.;iT  tiir.vrai  •"' '•t' 
BrTni«ii  <if  tii*-  I'liitfl  Stjsti «  .m.iJ  Ii.»j#.:iir  (in.tral  ••!  r>i»-  -..'i  •  — •:..■  fr.'-'; 
fV)Mirr  of  fif:y  lu.rtli-?.,  an  ailn.inr  of  fr-*  :•  n..  t)i-  f::i  •.■!  fl  W.^-'-i-  _•:..•  :h»-  mv.  ' 
TirliK',  fi'Uijl".  ari'l  h  -i.itr  —  ji-r\'"ru\"  \  l.i-  I:i-:  iii-Ii*;i\  -  r\i'-'-  :■  :>  .•  s  ;  ._•  a-'-^- 
iiDarmtii,  lialf-rlu'l  militia,  and  in  Kk<-tiii!ra  f'nv  for  a  M(N-k-}i<i'>r>  t.-r  :Lv  •!•  fi-ocf  '• 
Uw  frontier  of  Xgw  York,  in  the  county  of  OuonUaga,  at  Salt  ruint,  in  1T:>L" 
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to  keep  the  Six  nations  cjuiet.  He  took  the  advantage  of  a  visit  of 
Capt.  Williamson  to  the  seat  of  government,  to  represent  the  con- 
sequences, and  induce  tlie  President  to  interfere  and  persuade  the 
authorities  of  Pennsylvania  to  abandon  the  enterprise.  In  a  letter  * 
to  the  Secretarv  of  War,  dated  on  the  7th  of  June,  he  had  fore- 
shadowed  the  difficulty  that  was  springing  up  in  a  new  quarter  — 
**The  Cornplanter,  whose  steadiness  and  fidelity  has  been,  until 
lately,  unshalven,  has,  I  am  apprehensive,  been  induced  to  join 
their  interests.  He  has  lately  returned  fro.ii  Niagara,  loaded  with 
presents.  Shortly  after  his  return  to  his  home,  he  despatched  run- 
ners to  the  different  tribes  of  the  Six  Nations,  requesting  them  to 
meet  in  a  general  council  at  his  castle,  to  proceed  from  thence  to 
Venango ;  informing  them  that  an  Indian  had  been  killed  by  our 
people,  and  that  it  would  be  necessary  for  them  to  inquire  into  the 
circumstances."  "  I  am  afraid  that  the  murder  of  the  Indian  is  not 
the  real  cause  of  calling  this  council.  The  lands  at  Presque  Isle, 
were  sold  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  by  Cornplanter,  and  a  small 
party,  without  the  consent  of  the  nation.  No  division  of  the 
money  was  ever  made.  The  Cornplanter  has  always  denied  h'lving 
made  the  sale,  and  they  have  never  considered  it  as  a  valid  one. 
The  troops  sent  on  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  prove  to  the  In- 
dians that  the  property  is  considered  by  the  State  as  belonging  ot 
them ;  and  the  Cornplanter,  in  order  to  extricate  himself  from  the 
unpleasant  situation  he  is  placed  in,  is  perhaps  desirous  of  inflaming 
the  Six  Nations  against  the  United  States."  General  Chapin  sig- 
nified his  intention  of  attending  the  council  at  Venango,  as  he  had 
been  invited,  to  thwart  any  mischief  that  might  be  engendered 
there.  He  succeeded,  however,  in  changing  the  council  to  Buffalo 
Creek,  to  be  held  there  on  the  15th  of  June. 

Cornplanter  was  present  at  this  council,  and  the  principal  speak- 
er. He  led  off  with  a  speech  to  be  transmitted  to  the  President,  in 
which  he  nearly  threw  off  all  disguise,  and  from  a  conservative,  be- 
came an  ultraist.  He  opened  smoothly  and  artfully,  however ;  ad- 
dressing the  President  through  Gen.  Chapin,  he  said :  —  "  Brother, 
I  have  for  along  time  aimed  at  the  good  of  both  parties.  I  have 
paid  you  different  compliments,  as  that  of  brother,  and  father,  and 
now  I  shall  call  you  friend.  Wc  were  pleased  when  we  heard  that 
you  was  appointed  to  have  chief  command  of  the  United  States."' 
He  closed  a  long  speech,  and  one  of  a  good  deal  of  ability,  by  join- 


.  t  • 
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■■  ■! 


».>.^iii  iiuliac5  in  their  uliimitam,  in  reference  to  makiic 
ii.      u*    iijuiiiJiirv  line:  thus,  in  facL  nullifvinir  his  own  acli 

u    eap.'ss  tor  two  of  their  p-?'^ple  killed  by  the  whites; 

..     Mii  fhi*  etTrontery   to  c«)m['!;iin  of  the  occupation  of 

<i*..  :iiiii:nLr  verv    si^nificantlv   that   it  miiiht  **occasio6 

.:  :.iL'ii[s."'  and  presenteil  the  Gen.  with  i'*n  strinjs  of  hiiti 

»..i.     Gi.'ri'»ral  Chapin  made  a  judiciou?  reply  :  and  in  answa 

■  »|ue-t   iliat   Cornplanter   had  made    in    behah'  of  the  Sii 

\ii..»'iis.  lur  hi;n  to  iio  to  Pre>que  Isle,  disclaimed  any  riirht  he  had 

iiLiiere  with  the  acts  of  Pennsylvania;  but  said  he  would ao- 

1  j.'L  :iio  invitation,  and  go  there  and  irive  his  advice. 

Vcc-ompanied  by  William  Johnson.  *  tw^  Seneca  chiefs  and  ten 
tiaians  as  a  nuard  and  as  oars-men.  General  Chapin  left  Butlab 
'  'reck  'HI  the  lOth  of  July  for  Presque  Isle,  where  he  arrived  on  the 
'i^i'n,  Th. Mr  slow  procrress  had  been  owinc  to  hoad  wind:?  thai 
rrequently  oMiged  them  to  camp  on  shore  and  await  their  subsiding 
There  were  then  no  Indian  or  white  occupants  at  Presque  Isle.  A 
company  s>f  troops  and  a  corps  of  surveyors  were  stationed  at  Le 
Boeuf.  on  French  Creek.  16  miles  distant,  to  which  place  thean- 
bas&sy  plodded  their  way  through  the  woods  on  foot.  A  Capuia 
Denny  co:nmanded  troops  at  Le  Boouf,  and  Mr.  Ellicott  +  wasai 
iho  head  of  the  surveyors.  The  arrival  of  ihe  an)b:!S5adi»r  of  peace 
iind  his  dusky  retinue,  was  honored  by  the  discharge  of  canr-OQ. 
Runners  had  preceded  the  party,  and  on  its  arrival,  a  considerable 
number  of  Indians  were  collected.  General  Cha pin  delivered  to 
Messrs.  Denny  and  Ellicott ,  a  message  from  the  chief's  he  had  me: 
at  Buffalo  Creek,  which  contained  a  demand  f«  »r  the  suspension  of 
surveys  and  a  withdrawal  of  the  troops :  a  day  or  two  was  sj"«ni  io 
makinjr  speeches,  and  in  friendly  intercourse  with  the  Indians.  The 
council,  or  interview,  terminated  in  a  pron)ise  fn »in  General  Chapin 
of  a  general  treaty  to  settle  not  only  that,  but  all  existing  ditlicui- 
ties,  and  the  representatives  of  Pennsylvania  signifiod  a  willinffnes 
to  abide  by  the  result.  Be  lore  leaving  Le  Boeut',  General  Chapi: 
despatched  a  letter  to  the  Secretarv  of  War.  in  which  he  said.  ihi". 


*Jiihn>«>ii  wa4  :i  t«^i>ltT.i;iil  inNTjtri'Tor  in  th*-  Itriti-h  in:*  r»M-..  r» -.jiiiT  j  ai  ilAi- 

liiilinii**.  alnii»>t  \]iv  rutin'  sito  \>i  \\w  im^a^'nl  riiy  nl"  l^.tf.iln.  A  ii>iiijiniriii<r  fsy 
him  I J  aiTi-^,  ni.w  in  ttir  ht-art  i^f  th*-  oiK.  ami  a  iVacl  nf  wii  I  laii  1  nv^z  Oiv  ii:r.  ixi 
ha  1  Urii  A  Hullrr  KaitLV r.     Hi-  tlusi  in  isUT 


ha  1  Urn  a  Hutirr  K:iitcf  r.     lit'  dtisi  ia  i^UT 
t  Kitlirr  Ji»4<|>h  or  lU'iijaiiuii  KUicvtt 
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"  although  the  minds  of  the  Six  Nations  are  much  disturbed  at  the 
injuries  they  say  they  have  sustained,  they  are  still  opposed  to  war, 
and  wish,  if  possible,  to  live  in  peace  with  the  United  States. 
They  are  much  opposed  to  the  establishing  of  a  garrison  at  this 
place,  as  they  say  it  will  involve  them  in  a  war  with  the  hostile 
Indians.*  They  are  likewise  much  displeased  with  the  having 
those  lands  surveyed,  as  they  say  they  have  not  been  legally  pur- 
chased." In  this  letter.  General  Chapin  earnestly  recommended  a 
general  treaty,  as  the  only  means  which  could  keep  the  Six  Nations 
aloof  from  the  dangerous  confederacy  at  the  west. 

To  the  letter  of  General  Chapin,  the  Secretary  answered  on  the 
26th  of  July,  saying:  —  "Your  ideas  of  a  conference  are  adopted. 
It  will  be  held  at  Canandaigua  on  the  8th  of  September.  Colonel 
Pickering  will  be  the  commissioner,  to  be  assisted  by  you  in  all  re- 
spects. Notify  the  Six  Nations  that  their  father,  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  is  deeply  concerned  to  hear  of  any  dissatisfac- 
tion existing  in  their  minds  against  the  United  States,  and  there- 
fore invites  them  to  a  conference,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  all 
causes  of  misunderstanding,  and  establishing  a  permanent  peace 
and  friendship  between  the  United  States  and  the  Six  Nations." 

No  time  was  lost  by  (Jeneral  Chapin  in  disseminating  the  invi- 
tation among  the  Indians ;  holding  "  talks  "  and  councils  with  them, 
personally,  in  their  villages.  A  crisis  was  at  hand  ;  Gen.  Wayne 
was  marching  into  the  Indian  countr}" ;  legions  of  the  western  and 
southern  Indians  were  assembling  to  give  him  battle ;  unless  the 
Six  Nations  were  diverted,  there  was  strong  probability  that  they 
would  be  with  them  ;  and  if  Gen.  Wayne  was  defeated,  there  was 
the  additional  fearful  probability  that  an  attempt  of  the  confederates 
would  follow,  to  address  the  alleged  wrongs  of  the  Six  Nations,  by 
bringing  the  war  to  this  region.  Runners,  or  messengers,  were 
despatched  to  the  seat  of  government ;  frequent  communications 
passed  betwen  Generals  Knox  and  Chapin,  and  frequent  speeches 
came  from  the  President,  through  General  Knox,  to  the^Six  Nations. 
On  the  80th  of  July,  General  Chnpin  reported  progress,  and  inform- 
ed General  Knox  that  the  complexion  of  things  at  the  west  looked 
discouraging ;  that  although  he  entertained  hopes  of  a  general  at- 

*  Oblige  them  to  join  the  hostile  Indiana,  it  is  presumed,  is  the  moaning  intended 
to  be  conyeyed. 
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tendance  at  the  treaty,  he  had  to  stem  a  strong  tide  of  oppoatiai. 
principally  instigated  by  the  British.  "  Captain  O.  Bail  does  dbC 
feel  satisfied  respecting  his  villanous  conduct  in  making  sale  of  tk 
lands  at  Presque  Isle,  which  gives  general  dissatisfaction  to  theSii 
Nations,  as  they  were  not  informed  of  his  proceedings.  The  t 
dians'  enmity  to  him,  induces  him  to  be  more  attached  to  tke 
British,  as  they  tolerate  every  kind  of  such  conduct  to  disturb  tk 
Indians  and  bring  about  their  own  purposes."  In  this  letter,  the 
General  mentions  that  the  warriors  on  the  Allegany  had  been  per- 
suaded that  Wayne  would  march  in  this  direction,  and  had  l^ 
moved  their  old  men,  women,  and  children,  to  a  new  location  od 
he  Cattaraugus  Creek,  with  the  ultimate  intention,  as  he  thought, 
of  crossing  the  Lake  to  Canada. 

In  the  forepart  of  September,  General Chapin employed  William 
Ewing,  whom  the  reader  will  find  alluded  to  in  connection  with 
reminiscences  of  Pioneer  settlement  on  the  Genesee  river,  to  repiir 
to  Buffalo  creek  and  Canada,  use  his  influence  in  getting  the  Indi- 
ans in  that  quarter  to  attend  the  treaty,  and  watch  and  counteract 
as  far  as  possible,  British  interference.  A  letter  from  Mr.  Ewing 
to  General  Chapin  after  his  return,  contains  so  much  of  the  cotes' 
porary  history  of  that  period,  that  the  author  has  inserted  it  eolite 
in  the  Appendix,  No.  15. 

The  most  ample  provisions  were  made  for  the  treaty ;  while  the 
Secretary  of  War  would  caution  against  the  unnecessar\''  expendi- 
ture of  public  money,  he  transmitted  funds  liberally,  and  ample 
stores  of  Indian  goods,  licjuors,  tobacco,  &c.,  were  purchased  in 
New  V'ork,  sent  up  the  1  ludson,  and  started  upon  the  long  and  tedioos 
water  transit,  while  at  Canandaigua,  the  local  su|>erintendent,  laid 
in  provisions  and  prc|)ared  to  fulfil  a  promise  to  the  Indians,  thil  he 
would  "hang  on  big  kettles."  Col.  Pickering  wrote  to  Genefii 
Chopin  to  have  quarters  provided  for  him  where  he  could  enteritic 
friends  ;  that  lie  ha.l  sent  on  li(iuors,  provisions,  tea  and  coffee,  fcr 
a  private  establishment. 

The  Indians  gatherrd  tardily.  Col.  Pickering  anticipating  this, 
did  aiot  arrive  until  after  the  20lii  of  Sopteml>er.  In  a  letter  toihe 
Secretary,  dated  on  tiie  17th,  Gen.  Chapin  mentions  a  rumor,  that 
Wayne  had  defeat^'d  the  Indians.  In  reference  to  the  treatv  ho 
says:  —  "Since  the  Indians  were  first  invited  to  it,  thr  British havc* 
endeavored  if  possible  to  prevent  their  attendance,  and  have  uivi 
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^Tonr  eiiileavor  !o  penuade  them  to  join  the  hostile  Indians,  till  at 
U»!  !".:»}•  ibunJ  the  InJians  would  not  generally  join  in  the  war. 
tho  iiovorTior  tv*!d  ihoni  in  the  council  a:  Fort  Erie,  that  thev  niicht 
aliiV  :  :hi^  tro:\:v,  ar.  i  ii"  ain-thir  j  was  civen  tliem  bv  the  Aineri- 
CAP'S.  :  *  :.iko  it."  "  The  Indians  wil!  :ren'?railv  attend  the  troatv  in 
my  .-  .:-.io:\  or  os:\v:,i!'.y  jh^^s*^  of  I  he  K*>t  part  ttf  thorn:  such  as 
are  ^/''..'r.^  v  in  couno!'.  and  ;he  lk*st  friends  to  the  I'niled  Stales," 

m 

r.'w:.*us  :.» the  trvatv.or  Wavne'?  victor\",  a  lit  tie  licht  had  broke 
in  :.^  :he  i:.i7\r.ess  th;::  jvrvadt^i.  The  prosi^ect  of  a  perioral  war 
m.:h  K\:!:v:\i  was  !-.*>sor.iHi.  Gen.  Knox  wrote  to  Gen.  Chapin  in 
Ju:  :'.:':'.  .It  the  *I?ri::>:i  coI^^.lol  in  the  West  Ir.dies."  ai.d  Lord 
r^.v ..• ":: '-•iter's  <: ve c h  \\,\ A  "  re r. -.io re^i  it  pre: : v  conolusi v o  ;Iia l  last  au- 
:u::'".  \:\:  :•..'.  <:rv  »^f  Great  Britain  entortaineti  the  idea  of  making 
war  -.iio".  u>.     I:    ;>  I;/' v.  over,  now  preitv  certain  that  thev  have 

ft  •  m 

a!T:^r.v:  r  sv.s:\^::.iL\:  th:.:  ::;!iV:!:o:i,  This  conclusion  is  drawn  (rom 
tile  or.:  ts  o:"  the  5:h  of  Jar.uarw  and  iiie  sieneral  opinion   enter- 

m  ^  ft 

rai*:^:  ::.  Gri.-.t  Hri:ai'.i."  Favorable  as  were  these  ii^iications, 
ihey  h.;*i  r.o  i:n::vAi:ate  Ou'ect  ir.vn  British  agents  in  this  quarter. 

i;  \\  .•.<'r.v'»:  ut^ti!  ntMr  the  iv.iddleof  CVtolvr,  that  asutficient  num- 
hpr  *-f  1 :..::. v."!  wore  colloot.M  at  Canandaigua.  to  wamuit  the  CiMU- 
sier.v'c::-.^:.;  of  lusi::  <>.  Alvu!  that  perivxi  Get'.orai  Chapia  wrote 
to  ::.?  S.vrtt.irv.  ::..;:  he  s'l-uld  "ii.deavor  to  m.ike  use  of  the 

B  J  -:^- :  ■: .-  : : . . . ::  1  i  \ : v v^ : .  i .  ::::  .i  : :: o  e \:v v. ses  also."     I :  is  a p:\ire nt 

•  •  (It  -T*  -  ^"  a 

•jor.  ■  :"  t:".;in  a:  leas:.  hvi:-.j  V.»ok  fr.'in  this  treat v,  even  u:".::L:hev 
c*^i-.  :*»  ?.o.;:*  x^f  Vi'av::i**s  vi^'t-.Tv.   fro:n  such  of  ti'.oir  r.u:nlvr  as 

lid  ':  't  assoiv.y.o  a:  Ci::a::.i.i:ju;u  ::■  anv  considoraMe  nu:r.lx*rs,  un- 

l1  \V.iv::o'>  site. "ess  was  fu'.iv  o.^r.rirtnovl.  and  thev  were  clearlv  cv>n- 

•  •  •  • 

T:s?vi  :;iAt  thi*  for::::-..s  of  war  h:id  turned decideiilv  ajrair.st  those 
w.'h  \\":.-^::i  :''.:v  w.  :;'J  have  Kn^n  fullv  allied,  if  Wavne  h.'.d  met 
m:-.  ::o  btt^T  su.'coss  tl'.a:;  had  his  predecessi^rs.  Hamiar  and  St. 

T.:e  -o:.:  r.i!  ".  r  v\vvv.:us.  ar.d  tav.^ralle  lenniiialion  of  Picker- 
:r» J " s  t  .*  -i :  V  ^f  I T  ■  ^  I .  r. :  T  a ::  :r.'. vi a ■  ju:i.  art*  a; rt*ad v  incorivra :e^l  in 
.^.?:  -V  W.'.v.'s  v.*:^rv.  a:,  i  iho  success  of  the  treatv.  which 
"«*>  ::  a  j.;.\:  ::.:\>.:ri^  co:  soouor.t  uron  it,  wTpre  the  co:i.?re;:ce. 
—-:■.:  ..'f  ev-.v:ts  :V...t  v.'.mI'v  cive  a  feeUnc  ol'securitv  to  this  re^jion. 
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and  enHjUA  iettlemects  and  improrements  to  go  «c:.  sBassimt  iv 
the  &I.inrj  a»l  proftKCis  of  war  aod  icraskiCL  There  «%»  &  J^ 
sperir^s  ?*Ate  of  oncertaii-tv  after  tiie  t-wo  fvrv;^a>  «rr«:ii.  k 
n»L*ii3  rorr.  ^r?  canve,  that  :h«  weTitm  c vi.f'j^ienie!!  w*re  icu 

arfa.  ar.i  at  the  Erl:lih  rr^:*  &'.  :h-»  wrst.  faT-.r^bi  Ui*  c.-.cc^^asix  tt 

arjrd  chazr[r.ed  wi-ji  ac  al^**: j*i  tz^zn'r.  of  f^lih  ca  ie  zait  'Jt 
British-  ti  no:  corr.:r.z  to  the  rescue  wh/en  -h^T  -xere  ck^t  ■: 
bj  Wavr.-?  —  in  shuttiL^  tr.*  g^:*^  of  the'r  K-nres?  acilrac  ?ii& 
wheri  r.!i  iron  h'*:!  ^a?  strcT^Lg  'he  cr^vir-i  •^l-Ji  iieir  Trirrsr*-* 

lest,  hii  *'r:-!nt?i  i-rir  •wll.ir.jr.ti?  v^  -f-j  -wr^i:  -s-a*  s»l  ari*?  iuft- 

aryi  Xlarira  '.**r*  r;rrr' i^rei.  a!ii  vrirs  of  reice  arid  si^eizi? 

foti-^-'-W-ri.  4r.i  r'yzr.'.Z.-l^'i  r^r.'.'.l  th*:  VTir  of  IS  1*2. 

Tr^  Hor..  Th'.-Lr.!*  iIorrl«.  it  •w^!.  KiT-::  b»wn  ^^at^  -stm  a  c 
of  C'iZ,iz.i'<:.'.rii.     He  TT-iS  ireser.:  a:  ::.*  rreatr.     He  s-ss 

Vi     ••    .>«      1..3    •••  ..i.  .A.?  .  .  t  »  .    •  T....  — -2»„rifc.  — TT?      *~~"        E  :'.     ^.\^J^    . .  ^  *      -J*     «. 

•  a 

mm  _ 

a.;  V'  cr-:i:-=r  ::.*  h»r'.!':f  :'-.i:  'r.-rj  v.-  -J:   1.:  »  ^-.t_  ..-.r  *..  "jlls  tc 

^Viv--  ".V"  \:  *  "^  -,-*■.-,-■-•  -  -T, ■-'-■-  ^-£.--  a".  ^..  .,  ^.  a  ^.>.-^  "-^art" 
1*.  a    i.-.?     si...   •   ..a    >•-...•:...-..    •    ••     —  ^    :.  i  •  •■     --:■:_    ..-    v.  —  i.r*-.        -r 

witr.  '''*■     r-^-a*     r.*'   •"-^    5.---"-    -    •    L'    "V-    *rf-'  •■■-    •"'-•-       •■  T -J   -r 'at-*    TD 

^9mm^  .  ~  .       lAaa'^         "    .    ..«        ..  .   _  -a        .a. a...  T-        -'»..        ',  ..        ...,-.  ^-  ^m-^Z       ■»-—-*  „  ^b 

a 

—  a  .  _  , 

J  -     -  ■  ...  .  V 

i^. .  T     ^^    ^a       ^*a        a^.^'    a-  -.  ^^    *a*-»^'  •-*  a-  »•—     -»a».a-^..  »..a     •.M^^  •* 

•^  ■*  ..•»*..„ .  -"T*-..   -  a  .--....  .      *;.    ■  •  .    „    ..i .  •  ."  -^j-r*?^-  -•{■  — 

'        T  m'  ,.f-.a  . 

IT    *<  1  *  *'''     *..'•'         ^'        B*.^  -•  ..aa.-a         Va-..^        -a         aa-w*         ...»..._._        ^^      M »«-» 

U..'". ...  i. 'J.,  'i ..    ..^r:  :  ..     -  .      .,i..     ..- .    - •;._   .:  i.  -  -•:  . -Hjc   T^Jf^^- 
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and  they  retraced  their  steps  back  to  their  habitations.  After  the 
ieteat  of  the  hostile  Indians,  those  of  the  Six  Nations  became  com- 
pletely cowed :  and,  from  that  time  all  apprehensions  of  a  war  with 
them  vanishetl. 

Brant  has  almost  K»en  lost  sight  of  in  llie  progress  of  this  narra- 
tive ;  though  he  was  by  no  mean<  inactive.  He  was  in  corre5jx)nd- 
dence  with  General  Chapin,  on  terms  of  personal  friendship  with 
him.  receivini;  from  his  hands  considerable  sums  of  money  in  pay- 
ment for  promised  sor\ices :  but  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  the  con- 
clusion that  he  was  insincorv  and  faithless.  His  own  partial  biog- 
rapher. Col.  Stone,  places  iiini  in  arms,  with  an  hundrvil  Mohawks, 
against  St.  Clair,  and  gives  a  letter  of  his  to  Gov.  Simcoe.  in  which 
he  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  ammunition  fn>m  the  British,  and 
said  he  was  about  to  join  his  camp  of  warriors  at  "  Point  Appineu,"* 
to  act  in  co-operation  with  Cornplanter  in  an  attack  upon  Le  Boeuf. 
In  short,  with  the  exception  of  a  growing  distaste  for  war.  of  which 
he  hail  had  a  surfeit,  his  relations  to  the  British  government,  and 
attachment  to  its  interests,  were  not  materially  changed,  until  grow- 
mg  out  of  land  ditHculties  in  Canada,  he.  had  a  quarrel  with  the 
colonial  authorities.  Cornplanter  finally  made  some  amends  for 
the  conduct  of  which  Gen.  Chapin  so  very  justly  complained. 

Tiie  visit  of  General  Chapin  to  the  disputed  territory  in  Penn- 
srlvania.  as  a  mediator,  and  the  fortunate  turn  he  gave  to  affairs  by 
his  judici».Hi5  suiTtrostion  of  a  general  treaty,  was  an  important  event 
not  or»iv  to  this  retrion.  but  to  our  whole  countrv.  It  diverted  the  Six 
Nations  from  marchins:  airaiiist  Wavne :  had  thev  been  in  main  force 
iriih  the  confederates,  the  result  of  the  contest,  in  all  probability, 
rivjM  have  lH?en  adverse*.  Little  Turtle  wtmld  have  lieen  aided 
bv  the  counsels  oi  "older  and  l»etter"  warriors  than  himself:  the 
incient  war  cry  of  the  lroi]uois  that  had  so  ot'ten  spread  dismay  and 
terror  among  the  confederates,  would  have  been  equally  potent  in 
■all  vine  them  in  a  common  cause  of  their  race.  In  a  letter  to  Gen. 
Ivnox.  dated  in  Deceml»er.  atter  the  treaty,  in  which  he  congratu- 
ates  the  Government  through  him  of  the  favorable  turn  of  alTairs, 
ind  ::ives  the  assurance  of  a  settled  state  of  things  in  this  region. 
General  Chapin  says  :  —  "  My  journey  to  Le  Boeuf,  I  shall  ever 
relieve  was  the  means  of  preventing  the  Six  Nations  from  lending 


*  P«MDt  Abiao  on  the  CanMla  ttie  of  Lake  Etml 
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their  assistance  to  their  western  brothers,  as  they  term  them:  and 
in  which  I  got  my  present  sickness  from  which  I  am  fearful !  shi! 
never  recover.  But  believe  me,  Sir,  to  be  useful  to  the  frontier  upoi 
which  I  live,  and  my  country  in  general,  has  been  tlie  prevailing 
object  of  my  pursuits. " 

Other  than  the  mutual  plednes  of  peace  and  friendship  which 
was  made  at  the  treaty,  the  settling  of  the  lands  about  Presquelsle 
was  the  important  consummation.  This  was  the  result  of  a  com- 
promise. By  the  treaty  at  Fort  Stanwix,  the  western  boundary  of 
the  Senecas  was  a  line  due  south  from  the  mouth  of  Bufialo  creek 
to  the  Pennsylvania  line ;  thus  cutting  them  off  from  Lake  Erie  ud 
taking  from  them  all  the  territory  that  is  now  embraced  in  Chautauqw 
county,  besides  a  strip  which  is  now  in  Cattaraugus,  and  a  gore  in 
Erie  countv.  This  was  restored,  making  their  western  boundarr 
the  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  and  a  strip  of  land  on  the  Niagara  River, 
an  addition  to  what  had  been  ceded  to  Great  Britain,  was  also  res- 
tored. The  Senecas  siirrendered  all  claim  to  a  smaller  amouat  ol 
land  —  the  triangle  at  Presque  Isle. 

In  the  Maryland  Journal  of  Nov.  5th,  1794,  there  is  a  letterdatei 
at  Whitestown,  in  this  state,  which  says  that  "  Wm.  Johnston  i 
British  Indian  a^rent  "  was  present  at  the  treaty  and  secretly  ai- 
tem|)ted  a  diversion  of  the  Indians.  The  author  finds  bni  iiuie  </. 
this  in  General  Chapii/s  correspondence  with  Gon.  Knox,  but  be 
infers  th:it  somelhinj:  of  the  kind  occurred.  lu  a  letter  lo  Britl 
General  Chapin  sj^eaks  of  the  sudden  departure  of  Johnston  irc-m 
the  treaty  ground,  as  if  he  had  advised  it  in  con>e(iuence  of  a  fear 
that  some  outrage  would  be  conmjitled  up«jn  him  by  citizens  in  at- 
tendance :  as  if  he  had  interfered,  and  a  summary  punishment  was 
threatened. 

The  forebodings  of  General  Chapin,  in  his  last  letter  to  General 
Knox,  in  reference  to  his  declining  health,  unhappily  tor  his  CLniniry. 
and  es{)ecially  the  local  region  where  he  had  been  so  useful,  was  d^ 
tined  to  be  realized.  He  continued  to  decline,  under  the  eflecisH 
what  is  presumed  to  have  been  in  some  torm  the  then  prevaiiiai 
disease  of  the  country,  which  finally  terminated  in  dn^psy.  He 
died  on  the  7th  of  March,  1795,  aged  54  years.  In  the  disch^rce 
of  his  official  duties,  he  had  won  tlie  esteem  and  C'inti.ience  of  xe 
gOTcmment,  testimt^nials  of  which  were  ijiven  be:'«^re  imd  after  r-s 
death.     Apprized  of  his  illness,  liis  friend  Colonel  Pickcrinir,  who  had 
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succeeded  Gen.  Knox  as  Secretary  of  War,  carefully  consulted  the 
eminent  physician,  Dr.  Rush,  and  communicated  his  advice  by 
letter  ;  and  equal  solicitude  was  felt  throughout  a  large  circle  of  ac- 
quaintance. In  all  this  local  region,  his  death  was  mourned  as  that 
of  a  public  benefactor  ;  and  no  where  more  sincerely  than  among  the 
Indians,  whose  esteem  he  had  won  by  his  uniform  kindness  and 
strict  regard  for  their  welfare.  Soon  after  his  death  a  large  num- 
ber of  chiefs  assembled  at  Canandaigua,  and  in  public  council  de- 
monstrated their  high  sense  of  tha  loss  they  had  sustained.  Red 
Jacket,  addressing  Captains  Israel  Chapin  and  Parrish,  said :  — 

"Brothers  —  I  wish  you  to  pay  attention  to  what  I  have  to  say. 
We  have  lost  a  good  friend ;  the  loss  is  as  great  to  us  as  to  you. 
We  consider  that  we  of  the  Six  Nations,  as  well  as  the  United 
States,  have  met  with  a  great  loss.  A  person  that  we  looked  up  to 
as  a  father;  a  person  appointed  to  stand  between  us  and  the  United 
States,  we  have  lost,  and  it  gives  our  minds  great  uneasiness. 
He  has  taken  great  pains  to  keep  the  chain  of  friendship  bright  be- 
tween us  and  the  United  States  ;  now  that  he  is  gone,  let  us  pre- 
vent that  agreeableness  and  friendship,  which  be  has  held  up  between 
us  and  the  United  States,  from  failing. 

"Brothers  —  It  has  been  customary  among  the  Six  Nationst 
when  they  have  lost  a  great  chief,  to  throw  a  belt  in  his  place  after 
be  is  dead  and  gone.  We  have  lost  so  many  of  late,  that  we  are 
destitute  of  a  belt,  and  in  its  place  wc  present  you  with  these  strings, 
[9  strings  black  and  white  wampum.] 

"Brothers  —  As  it  is  a  custom  handed  down  to  us  bv  our  fath- 
ers,  to  keep  up  the  good  old  ancient  rules,  now  we  visit  the  grave 
of  our  friend,  we  gather  leaves  and  strew  them  over  the  grave,  and 
endeavor  to  banish  grief  from  our  minds,  as  much  as  we  can."  [14 
strings  black  and  white  wampum.] 

After  this  the  chiefs  adopted  a  message  to  be  sent  to  the  Presi- 
dent, informing  him  that  the  "  person  whom  he  had  appointed  for 
us  to  communicate  our  minds  to,  has  now  left  us  and  gone  to  ano- 
ther world.  He  with  the  greatest  care  communicated  our  minds  to 
the  great  council  fire."  They  concluded  the  message  by  recapitu- 
lating the  services  that  had  been  rendered  them  by  Captain  Isradl 
Chapin,  his  son  ;  reminded  the  President  that  he  is  conversant  with 
all  the  relations  of  his  father  with  them,  and  request  that  he  may 
succeed  to  his  place. 
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The  President  being  of  the  same  mind  of  the  Indians,  the  »- 
pointment  of  Captain  Israel  Chapin  soon  followed.  In  annouBcinc 
to  him  his  appointment,  5Ir.  Pickering  says :  — ''  The  aifairs  «  m 
Six  Nations  will  henceforward  be  managed  with  much  less  troobir 
than  formerly.  The  treaty  made  with  them  last  fall,  must  supersei 
all  pre-existing  cause  of  complaint.  The  treaty  entered  into  by  Jt 
Jav  with  Great  Britain,  will,  I  trust,  rid  vou  of  all  such  embamfr 
ments,  as  heretofore  have  sprung  from  British  influence,  azid  i^acf 
with  the  western  Indians,  is  now  in  fair  pnispect.  The  hostile  m- 
tions  have  all  sent  in  their  chiefs  to  Gen.  Wayne,  to  sue  for  peace - 
and  have  agreed  upon  a  treaty,  to  be  held  at  his  head  quartern,  abco*. 
the  first  of  June  next.  So  your  principal  concern  will  be  to  pro- 
tect the  tribes  under  your  superintendence  from  injury  and  inac- 
tion, which  too  many  of  our  own  people  are  disposed  to  pncOK 
upon  them;  and  diligently  to  employ  all  the  means  under  yoori- 
rection.  to  promote  their  comfort  and  improvement/' 

As  the  Secretary  sug-jested.  the  principal  diiiiculties  with  the 
Nations  had  been  adjusted,  but  a  vast  amount  of  labor  and 
bility  still  devolved  upon  the  local  airency.  Annuities  were  to  ke 
paid,  not  only  the  general  ones,  but  special  ones,  to  a  large  noa- 
ber  of  cliiefs  a' d  war;  iors.  who  had  recommended  themselves  v 
favor :  schiwls  and  schoiM-mastors  wi-r-  to  be  l.-^iked  to :  blacLsTitiu 
were  to  he  employed  and  5U[»eriritordt\I  in  all  the  principal  kiii:: 
villr^ues;  depredations  uj^on  Indian  Ini.Js  v,vre  to  be  { -re vented,  aa: 
frequent  dilTiculties  between  Indian  and  white  settlers  were  :o  he 
adjusted  :  Indians  killed  by  the  white  mm  were  t*^  W  paid  t"v* 
The  Indians  had  learned  to  lean  upon  the  local  Sujvrintendent  *•".'•. 
all  the  dependence  of  chiitlhootl.  All  these  ardu«  1:5  duties  seeni  i" 
have  l>een  taithfully  discharged  until  1^02,  when  he  was  n?!^"'*: 
from  the  agency.  Ilis  successor  was  Captain  Callender  Inv;n.o:' 
Erie,  Pennsylvania.  The  charice  would  seem  to  have  beer,  ca 
of  an  ordinar}-  political  character,  and  not  frofn  any  c.iuse  thai  :=- 
plicated  his  private  or  official  character. 

In  connection  with   these  events,  it   shou!d   be  mentioned  ibi^ 


/•Kdbnir  wm  a  m.vuT  of  ^i-^iuise*  c-xnp^.r.;L^- :  — -  II..i-,ixc-l  .f  l«-.  ■ 
■gwt  of  IriOian  aifiiry  f^.riho  Six  Nati-.?,  iVo  L^n-b^-l  il  Ux-ns  !..  >av-:v  -*-  ».:  * 
Wid  chiWrt-a  ..f  »  d..•cea,^^l  lii-lLia.  who  was  munJtrt'd a;  Wum^  ..  ;:i  1  ::*.V  ir  a  » L- 
dwrnf  that  i^amsun.  i 

WitneiM.  Wm.  Jiihn4t«ni.  Jafpcr  PvtuL  J«>UX  X  O*'' V' 

Cauui&iLugua,  April  :<,  1797.  '     *  * '  '*" 
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the  Six  Nations  found  in  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  the  society  of 
Friends  of  Philadelphia  early  and  faithful  guardians  of  their  inter- 
ests and  welfare.  A  committee  of  their  number  hospitably  enter 
tained  their  chiefs  when  they  visited  Philadelphia ;  at  the  especial 
request  of  the  chiefs,  a  committee  attended  the  treaty  of  '94,  at 
Canandaigua.  For  almost  half  a  century  there  has  been  a  standing 
committee  of  that  Yearly  Meeting,  having  especial  care  of  the 
Six  Nations.  In  1796  this  committee,  availing  themselves  of  a 
visit  of  Jasper  Parrish  to  the  seat  of  government,  prevailed  upon 
him  to  visit  the  Indians  and  tender  to  them  their  assistance  in  a 
plan  to  instruct  them  in  "  husbandry  and  the  most  neccessary  arts 
of  civil  life. "  They  soon  after  established  schools,  sent  men  and 
women  among  them  to  teach  them  farming  and  house  work,  and 
built  mills  for  them,  in  at  least  one  locality. 

The  sons  of  Greneral  Israel  Chapin  were :  —  Thaddeus,  who  was 
an  early  merchant  in  Canandaigua,  and  subsequently,  a  large  farmer 
near  the  village ;  Israel,  the  official  successor  of  his  father,  who  was 
the  founder  of  what  was  called  "  Chapin's  Mills, "  a  few  miles  north 
of  Canandaigua,  on  the  Palmyra  road  ;  the  only  survivors  of  his 
family,  are,  Mrs.  John  Greig,  and  a  maiden  sister  ;  Henry,  who  was 
an  early  merchant  in  Buffalo,  a  resident  of  Ohio ;  and  George,  a 
farmer  near  Canandaigua.  A  daughter  of  General  Chapin,  was 
the  wife  of  Benjamin  Wells,  who  came  to  Canandaigua  with  his 
father-in-law,  in  1789.  The  surviving  sons  of  Mr.  Wells  are, 
Walter  Wells,  of  Webster,  Monroe  county,  Benjamin  Wells,  of 
Conhocton,  and  Clement  Wells,  of  Canandiagua.  A  daughter 
became  the  wife  of  Jonas  Williams,  who  was  one  the  founders  of 
the  village  ot  Williamsville,  Erie  co. 


JASPER  PARRISH. 


His  family  were  emigrants  from  the  state  of  Connecticut  to  the 
head  waters  of  the  Delaware  river  in  this  State,  where  they  were 
residing  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  border  wars.  In  1778,  when 
but  eleven  years  of  age,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  with  his 
father,  who  was  six  miles  from  home,  assisting  a  family  of  back- 
woodsmen to  move  nearer  the  settlement,  where  they  would  be  less 
exposed.  Attacked  by  a  small  party  of  Munsee  Indians,  they  were 
made  captiYes.    The  father  was  taken  to  Niagara,  and  after  being  a 
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captive  two  years,  was  exchanged  and  enabled'  to  rqoiii  Usftndf. 
The  protector  of  young  Jasper,  was  a  war  chief,  by  whom  W 
was  well  treated.  After  remaining  a  while  at  the  "  Cook  HotuBir 
he  was  taken  to  Chemung.  When  entering  the  Indian  Tillage,  the 
war  party  that  accompanied  him  set  up  the  war  shout,  when  a  poM 
of  Indians  and  Indian  boys  salted  out  and  met  them;  polliDgtk 
'  •  young  prisoner  from  the  horse  he  was  riding,  they  8cooi|pd  hia 
with  whips  and  beat  him  cruelly  with  the  handles  of  their  toait- 
hawks  —  subjected  him  to  one  form  of  their  gauntlet — until  hk 
master  humanely  rescued  him.  He  was  soon  after  sold  hj  hk 
master  to  an  Indian  family  of  Delawares,  and  taken  to  reside  wilk 
them  at  their  village  on  the  south  side  of  the  Delaware  river,  when 
he  remained  during  the  year  1779,  suffering  a  good  deal  during  Ae 
winter  for  the  want  of  warm  clothing,  and  in  consequence  of  fie 
scanty  fare  of  the  Indians.  To  inure  him  to  coM,  the  Indians 
pelted  him  almost  daily,  to  strip  and  plunge  into  the  ice  and 
of  the  river.  Adopted  by  the  family  who  had  become  his  owom 
he  was  kindly  treated,  and  accompanied  them  in  all  their  bimtii| 
and  fishing  excursions. 

He  was  at  Newtown  with  his  captors,  when  Sullivan  invaM 
their  country,  and  used  to  relate  what  transpired  there  :  —  As  the 
army  approached  Newtown  point,  a  large  body  of  Indians  cdledad 
four  miles  below  to  make  an  attack,  after  having  placed  their  sqmwi; 
prisoners  and  baggage  in  a  safe  place.  They  soon  found  they  oooU 
not  stand  their  ground,  and  sent  runners  to  the  squaws  directiog 
them  to  retreat  up  the  river  to  Painted  Post,  where  they  followed 
them  soon  after.  The  whole  miade  a  hasty  march  to  Niaisara,  rii 
Bath,  Geneseo  and  Tonawanda.  The  family  to  whom  Parrish  be* 
longed  were  of  this  retreating  party.  In  a  short  time  aflter  their 
arrival,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  Six  Nations  were  encamped  on  the 
plain,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Fort.  They  subsisted  upon  salted  pio- 
visions  during  the  winter,  dealt  out  to  them  from  the  British  garrison, 
and  great  numbers  died  in  consequence.  To  induce  them  to  diih 
perse  anti  go  back  to  their  villages  on  the  Genesee  river,  or  go  out 
on  scouting  parties,  the  British  officers  offered  them  an  incieaseii 
bounty  for  American  scalps. 

Before  winter  young  Parrish  was  sold  for  twenty  dollars,  to  Cap- 
tain David  Hill,  "  a  large  fine  looking  Mohawk  Indian,"  a  rehtioo 
of  Joseph  Brant,  who  conducted  him  to  his  tent  and  gave  him  to 


PHELPS  A]ST>   OORnAMS    PUBaiASE.  SI  3 

understand  that  he  would  thereafter  live  with  him.  He  disliked 
the  change  of  masters  at  the  time :  it  involved  the  necessity  of 
learning  another  Indian  language,  and  he  had  become  attached  to  the 
Delaware  family  ;  but  it  all  turned  out  for  the  best.  lie  resided  in 
the  family  of  Captain  Hill  for  five  years,  in  all  of  which  time  he 
was  kindly  treated,  and  well  provided  for.  His  time  was  chiefly 
spent  in  accompanying  the  Indians  in  travelling  excursions,  hunting, 
fishing,  and  when  put  to  labor,  but  light  tasks  were  imposed  upon 
him.  Soon  after  he  was  purchased  by  Captain  Hill,  a  general 
council  of  the  British  and  Indians  took  place  at  Fort  Niagara;  upon 
which  occasion  Capt.  Hill  took  his  young  American  captive  into  the 
midst  of  an  assembly  of  chiefs,  and  adopted  him  as  his  son,  going 
through  the  ceremony  of  placing  a  large  belt  of  wampum  around 
his  neck.  After  which  an  old  chief  took  him  by  the  hand  and 
made  a  speech,  as  is  customary  on  such  occasions,  accompanying  it 
with  a  great  deal  of  solemnity  of  manner.  Then  the  chiefs  arose 
and  all  shook  hands  with  the  adopted  captive. 

On  one  occasion,  while  with  the  Delaware  family  at  Niagara,  he 
came  near  being  the  victim  of  the  British  bounty  for  scalps.  Left 
alone  with  some  Indians  who  were  on  a  carousal,  he  overheard  one 
propose  to  another,  that  they  should  kill  the  "young  Yankee,"  take 
his  scalp  to  the  Fort  and  sell  it  for  rum.  In  a  few  minutes  one  of 
them  took  a  large  brand  from  the  fire  and  hurled  it  at  his  head,  but 
being  on  the  alert,  he  dodged  it  and  made  his  escape.  The  Indians 
pursued  him,  but  it  being  dark  he  was  enabled  to  avoid  them. 

In  May,  1780,  Brant  founded  a  village  of  Mohawks  near  the  pres- 
ent village  of  Le.wiston,  to  which  Capt.  Hill  removed.  There  Par- 
rish  remained  until  the  close  of  the  Revolution.  He  travelled  with 
his  Indian  father  a  good  deal  among  other  Indian  tribes,  by  whom 
he  w-as  always  well  treated.  At  the  treaty  of  Fort  Stanwix,  in  1784, 
be  with  other  prisoners,  were  surrendered  in  accordance  with  treaty 
stipulations.  He  immediately  joined  his  father's  family,  whom  he 
found  in  Goshen,  Orange  county.  Having  nearly  lost  the  use  of 
his  own  language,  he  attended  school  for  about  one  year,  which  was 
aU  the  opportunity  for  acquiring  an  education  he  ever  enjoyed, 
other  than  what  a  strong  native  intellect  enabled  him  to  acquire  in 
his  intercourse  with  the  world. 

He  was  employed  by  Mr.  Pickering  in  his  Indian  treaty  in  1790, 

and  '91,  and  his  qualifications  as  an  interpreter,  together  with  his 

20 
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character  for  faithfulness  and  intesnritv,  cominc  to  the  knowW? 
of  the  then  Secretary  of  War,  General  Knox,  he  employed  hi::i  ia 
the  Indian  department  in  1792,  giving  him  a  letter  to  General  Cb- 
pin,  with  whom  he  became  associated  as  interpreter  for  the  Sii 
Nations.  In  all  the  crisis  of  Indian  difficulties,  he  was  the  actire 
co-operater  of  General  Chapin,  and  contributed  much  to  the  nci! 
adjustment  of  ihem.  A  "  winged  Mercury,"  in  the  earliest  rexT 
his  appointment  after  he  was  now  here,  and  now  there :  aher- 
nating  between  the  seat  of  government,  at  Philadelphia,  Bdbk 
Creek,  Genesee  River,  Onondaga,  Oneida  and  Canandaigna:  tfae 
interpreter  at  councils,  and  the  bearer  of  messages.  The  captive 
boy  of  the  Indian  wigwams,  becoming  a  man,  remembered  only  the 
virtues  and  kindnesses  of  his  captors  —  not  the  wrongs  they  had 
inflicted  upon  him  or  his  countrymen  —  and  was  the  faithful  inter- 
preter of  their  complaints  and  grievances  to  him,  whom  theycaU 
their  "Father,  the  great  chief  of  the  Thirteen  Fires" — WasUn^ 
ton.  In  1803  he  had  the  additional  appointment  of  local  Iikfia 
agent,  and  continued  to  hold  both  offices,  through  all  the  chanpi 
of  the  administration  of  the  general  government,  down  to  the 
second  term  of  General  Jackson's  administration. 

He  retained  to  the  close  of  his  life,  a  strong  attachment  to  the 
Indians,  as  was  the  case  generally  with  liberated  captives ;  and  by 
means  of  his  position,  and  the  influence  he  had  acquired  irith 
them,  was  enabled  to  render  them  essential  service ;  to  asast  iD 
ameliorating  their  condition,  by  introducing  among  them  the  Cfam- 
tian  religion,  schools  and  agricultural  pursuits.  \VTiile  a  prisooer. 
he  acquired  the  3Iohawk  language,  and  before  the  close  of  his  Eis. 
he  spoke  that  of  five  of  the  Six  Nations  with  great  fluency. 
Captain  Parrish  died  at  his  residence  in  Canandaigua,  July  1^ 
1836,  in  the  60th  year  of  his  age. 

He  married  in  early  life,  a  daughter  of  General  Edward  Fkioe. 
one  of  the  Pioneers  of  the  western  Reserve,  and  the  foanderof 
Painesville.  She  died  in  1837.  His  surviving  sons  are,  Isaac,! 
farmer  on  the  Lake  shore,  near  Canandaigua ;  Stephen  and  Ed- 
ward, residents  of  the  village  of  Canandaigua.  One  of  his  daughters 
became  the  wife  of  Ebenezer  S.  Cobb,  of  Michigan,  who  was  k*t 
with  the  ill-fated  Erie,  near  Dunkirk,  in  1841  ;  another,  the  vni 
of  Peter  Townsend,  of  Orange  county ;  and  another,  the  wife  rf 
William  W.  (jorham,  of  Canandaigua. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


ATTZMTT  or  GOT.   SIMCOE  TO    BKE  %K    UP    THE    SETTLEXCXTS    OF    THE 

VSE\E;?E£  COCXTKY. 


The  reader  has  alreaJv  learr.evu  i:eiierai!v,  what  was  the  temivr 
1  beari:*-;:  of  the  British  authorities  la  CanaJx  touchinL:  the  early 
Roceer  moveineiits  :::  tJ:e  Ger.esee  c\>untn*.     A  British  anvl  Indian 

m 

•Ciance.  a  coaneotevl  luoveraent.  havir.:;  ia  view  she  re-ivssessioa 
<?f  the  country,  was  with  much  diiuculty  but  barely  preveate^l. 
h  all  the  controversy  —  or  jvndlnir  the  isj>ue  ol"  the  whole  matter  — 
re  was.  other  than  what  may  have  transpirevl  at  the  west,  bat 
overt  act.  ia  pursuance  of  British  pretensions  ana  threats.  This 
an  actual  invasion,  bv  a  British  armed  force,  of  the  Genesee 

m 

ntr\\  at  Sv.\lus  Bav. 

Prev:*;»us  to  coming  in  possession  of  the  valuable  manuscripts  ot 
d&e  late  Thotnas  Morris,  the  author  had  drawn  up  tor  this  work,  an 
account  of  the  event,  the  materials  for  which  were  deriveil  prin- 
cipally trum  the  i>aper5  of  Mr.  Williamson.  Mr,  Morris  having 
mcIu^ieJ  it  ia  his  reminiscences,  it  Iviiu:  a  matter.  "  all  of  which 
he  saw.  and  a  p;irt  of  which  he  was*"  his  historj^  of  the  transaction 
3  suStituteJ :  — 

■*  G^^v.  Simcoe  had.  frvnn  his  first  assuming  the  g\.>vemraent  of 
Tpf^r  CosvavJa,  evinced  the  greatest  jealousy  of  the  progress  of  the 
ftttlement  of  our  western  countrv ;  he  w;is  even  sa-d  to  have 
tiffeatened  to  send  Captain  Williamson  to  England  in  irons,  if  he 
ever  ventured  to  come  into  Canada.  In  1794,  Capt.  Williamson 
hai  c^Hiimeacevl  a  settlement  at  Svxlus  Bay. 

In   the   niouth  of  August  of  that  year,  Lieut.  ShealTe,  of  the 

Br!:ish  army,  ^now  Major  Goneral  Sir  R«.^ger  Hale  Sheafle.  who. 

iurn^  'iie  last  war.  cvHumanded  at  the  luttle  of  Queenstou.  alter 

•*:  ^  Gon.  Brv>ck,)  was  «nt  br  GoTeiDor  Sinx^ie,  with  m 
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.  i.vrrc*'.   :o  Captain  Wi.':!.t:r.<on.   y^r.^e?:".:  z  :ci>: 
:.  .  1     MO  <e:t lenient  o\  So-ius.  a?.d  :i\\  o::.r:  At.-. 
.  ....•«  .•»••..'!  :lie  olii  French  I:r.  ■.  -iuririi:  the  ::-e\-. :-'_.: 
■.ml   icTi I liiitiWd   tile    lieVi..'.:^:i'.>:.arv    \\?.:.     F.l.:,* 
..  .,«■!:*  of  Mr.  \Viilia;ii5on"<.  (ii  Mr.  M'-iT;*:. '.v*.  ■  ?  >: 
i...  ,11.  Sist.Miie  iiilonned   him  oi"  the  nature  of  hi?  .t.?>  c 
,  ..  >:i  i;  .i;::i  t'»  make  it  known  to  Cii:*:.  Wil;iaR*>0!..  ;^:: 
•jj:i    ii.li  r.e   would  return   in  ten  davs.  wlien  h '/.'.•■  re:  : 
!  .i,'i.  \V  :.i:im!5on  there.     Mr.  Mo:7it  came  to  me  a:  Ciji:- 
....',  •'»  .iei;uii:nl  me  with  what  had  taken  place,  ar.i  i:;.vjcfa 
■.■■.in['.tMy  ill  in  to  Bath,  to  cont'er  wi:h  Capt.  Wil'lani*-:-:!  :i  > 
u.  ■..  >•  this   vew   extraordinary  px-«»te>t.     I  accordir.ijlv  wrJ'i 

m  «  1  ■        ■ 

iitLii.  .md  it  was  agreed  hetween  Capt.  Williamson  and  i:.y>r"i3: 
.'.  L-  Ai-'uid  U'lh  meet  Lieut.  SheatTe  at  SoJus.  at  the  time  he.^i:i> 
•.nit-a  to  he  there.  Acconliniriv.  on  the  dav  named  bv  L*X 
Sik-ade.  we  were  at  JSchIus  :  and  shortlv  after  our  arrival  there,  w 
I'cuoived  on  the  lake,  a  hoat  rowed  hv  about  a  di»zeri  B.".t:st 
N.. idlers,  who.  after  landing  their  oilicer.  were  directed  by  ruE'-^ 
pull  olV  >«Mne  disiarice  in  the  bay.  and  remain  there  until  heni.ij* 
v^'Mil  to  relurii  for  him.  Capt.  Williamson,  in  conseiiuer.ce  "•:  3t 
'h;v  it«i  imputed  ti»  ll;>v.  Simcoe.  in  r'"'..!t:i»:^.  i.^  Iii:i;-ie!f.  li"  i  :..:*-^ 
i'i«»'^'r  !'»  e\i-.'>-.*  hiiiisrlf  unnect.'ssviriiv  to  :.i':v  act  »^f  v.-  r..*^.: 
ii'.iy  >ue:i  <iit»u!tl  invc  I'een  meditate- 1  aL:a;i:<t  him.  He  :.■.:::*■- 
requeste-l  mv  to  recf  iv»'  Lieut.  SIie:ilVe  «»'i  thi*  heiioii.  a*.::"  -■ 
eomi»anv  liim  :  •  I  lie  l«»'j  calin  wh-.-iv  Cart.  Wil!i.ir.-isr.:i  'Aa-s  a  t.  i 
brace  of  li»ad/.i  ;'i.-?t">!>  on  his  table.  Tiie  iv-ileriii::  iii-  :..■:.  '.  > 
main  at  a  dis;;;nce  from  ih.*  shore,  shows  tiiat  ti.e  ;rf?:i".::.' :. '*- 
had  been  tak-n.  th^u-jh  pr«>|H*r  at  the  time.  \va<  ur.r.-x' ■>>-"; 
'and  that  no  re-^orl  t«»  t^rce  was  inter.di'd.  The  meotlr.-^  ii'.^:-- 
thc  Lieut,  and  Mr.  Williamson,  was  frie::d!v  :  ihev  h.id  k:-.«  wr. e.v." 

m  m 

other  before:  and  while  in  the  same  service,  had  Hi:.rc:;ed  :..:  :^- 
scmie  part  ot*  Ei.L'land  to;iether.     The  I-ieut.  hav..ir.d  to  Ci:'.  ^^  - 
'i:ms  'u  th:-  protest,  and  was  desired  by  the  Caj't.  to  i:*:"' >.-:•.  0  '■ 
Siiiic«v  thr.t  ill.'  would  pay  no  attvi;:i«»n  :«•  it.  but  pr.'sect/.e  :.•*■• 
t!,'meiit.  the  siir.e  as  if  in»  such  pnper  ha  i  Wvv.  .k-iivcivi  :  ■  ".  ■ 
that  if  anv  atteiui-t  should  be   m:^iie  forcibiv  to  prcve*.:  !:v.'.  ': 
d«»ipi:  so.  tint  atti  mpt  w»»u!d    l>e  repelled  by  iV.reo.      LiiUT.  S:.-.j"- 
liaviiiL:.  duiii:.:  the  interview  l':.'twern  l!:e:n.  !:i;:iie  Si-n**:  .i !!■.;-.  •;. 
Capi.   Williamson  liaving  once  lu-ld  a  conimission  in  ilie  U.'t.^' 
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army,  he  replied,  that  while  in  the  service  of  the  Crown,  he  had 
faithfully  performed  his  duty  ;  that  having  since  renounced  his  al- 
legiance to  that  Crown,  and  became  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
his  adopted  country,  having  both  the  ability  and  the  inclination, 
would  protect  him  in  his  rights,  and  the  possession  of  his  property. 
I  asked  Lieut.  Sheaffe  if  he  would  be  so  good  as  to  explain  what 
was  meant  by  the  old  French  line,  where  it  ran,  and  what  portion 
of  our  country  we  were  forbidden  in  Gov.  Simcoe's  protest,  to  oc- 
cupy.    He  replied,  that  he  was  merely  the  bearer  of  the  paper ;  that 
by  the  orders  of  his  superior  officer,  he  had  handed  it  to  Capt.  Wil- 
liamson ;  that  no  explanation  had  been  given  to  him  of  its  purport, 
nor  was  he  authorized  to  give  any.     After  about  half  an  hour,  I 
accompanied  him  to  the  beach,  where  he  had  landed ;  and  on  a 
signal  having  been  made  by  him,  his  boat  returned  for  him,  and  he 
departed.     This  is  what  my  father,  in  his  letter  of  the  10th  of  Sep- 
'■^     tember,  1794,  alludes  to,  and  terms  a  treaty,  and  for  which  he  hopes 
I      that  Simcoe  will  get  a  rap  over  the  knuckles  from  his  master.     So 
^     many  years  have  elapsed  since  the  complaints  made  both  by  the 
^    British  and  our  own  Government,  were  adjusted  by  negotiation, 
-^    that  you  may  be  at  a  loss  to  know  what  Governor  Simcoe  meant 
::    when  he  spoke  of  the  inexecution  of  the  treaty  that  terminated  our 
,'    Ilevolutionary  struggle.     The  complaint  on  the  part  of  Great 
f .  Britain,  was,  that  those  parts  of  the   treaty  which  required  that 
those  States  in  which  British  subjects  were  prevented  by  law,  from 
recovering  debts  due  to  them  prior  to  the  Revolution,  had  been  re- 
pealed,—  as  by  the  treaty,  they  ought  to  have  been,  —  and  also, 
that  British  property  had  been  confiscated,  since  the  period  limited 
in   the   treaty  for  such   confiscations,  and  no  compensation  had 
l)eeii  made  to  the  injured  parties.     On  our  part,  the  complaint  was, 
4iat  after  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  negroes  and  other  property, 
^^vere  carried  away  by  the  British  army,  contrary  to  stipulations  en- 
lered  into  by  the  preliminary  treaty  of  peace.     The  British  retain- 
^  possession  of  the  posts  on  our  borders,  and  within  our  bounds, 
^mtil  an  amicable  settlement  of  these  difficulties,  and  which  settle- 
ment, I  think,  took  place  in  1796." 

Note. — ^The  convereation  that  passed  between  Mr.  WilliamBon  and  Lieut  Sheaffid, 
at  eopied  from  Mr.  Williamson's  auto^^ph,  is  as  follows :  — 

LiKUT.  Sheaffx. — "I  am  commissioned  by  Governor  Simcoe  to  deliver  the  papers, 
k     od  reouire  an  answer." 

Mb.  Williamson. — "I  am  a  citizen  of  the  United  States^  and  under  their  authori- 
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The  news  of  this  hostile  demonstration  on  the  part  of  one.  seer- 
ing  to  act  by  authority  from  the  British  govemnnent,  wai  sc*£ 
spread  through  all  the  backwoods  settlements  of  the  Genesee  co 
try.  At  no  ))eriod  since  the  settlement  commenced,  had  the  co 
duct  of  the  Indians  so  much  favored  the  worst  apprehensions.  Ur- 
mar  and  St.  Clair  had  in  turn  been  defeated  and  repulsed  by  oe 
western  Indians,  and  the  issue  that  Wavne  had  made  with  \:kz 

m 

was  pending ;  his  deteat  being  not  improbable,  in  view  of  the  ii- 
midable   enemv  with  which  he  had  to  contend.      Evidences  I 

m 

British  aid  to  the  western  Indians,  against  General  Wavne.  vis 

»■  ■  • 

furnished  by  returning  adventurers  from  the  west,  and  every  mvci- 
ler  that  came  through  the  wilderness  from  Niagara,  confirmed  *Je 
worst  suspicions  of  all  that  was  going  on  at  that  focus  of  BniA 
machinations,  against  the  peace  of  the  defenceless  border  »tnei 
It  was,  ttx»,  ominous  of  danger,  that  the  Senecas  in  their  inuaf£- 
ate  neighborhood,  in  their  midst,  it  may  almost  be  said,  had  armed  isf 
moved  olF  in  considerable  numbers,  to  become  confederates  ajiss 
General  Wayne,  bearing  upon  their  persons  the  blankets,  the  hrM 
cloths,  caliciH?s,  and  war  decorations,  served  to  them  from  tbekicg'i 
store  hou>e  at  Xiar^ara,  bv  the  hands  of  one  whose  verv  verv  nane* 
was  a  itrna",  for  it  was  mingled  with  the  chiefest  horrors,  as: 
the  darkest  deeds  oi  the  Border  W  .i>  ^^i  the  Revolution.     Wioe 

• 

defeated,  it  was  but  natural  to  supj'ose  that  the  Senecas  whoha-irxi 
west  and  made  themselves  confederates  a^iainst  him.  \\o\iA  \t^ 
back  with  tliein  wyon  their  war  path,  allies  iVom  the  western  tribeNi" 
renew  the  bl«>niy  scenes  that  hail  l»oen  enacteii  u["on  the  boi.ksi-fa 
Mohawk  and  Susquehaunah.     Such  being  the  cotem}x>rari'  TJ- 


tTindprrpt<vti«in.  I  pi^osfi  tho^^  hn  I*.  I  k:i  «w  r..^  rijht  :}--.r  hi<  Pritaac--.'  JIi^ 
or  Got.  ^iin«'if.  h:i^  ;<i  ii.ttTt'i  r»\  «'r  i:..  l-^:  :i.r.  Tin-  •  :.iv  :i*.liji;, :..■,,■  I  ..-sr  ''  i^] 
poirer  np.  t-arrh.  i'*  to  rho  i.i:*-!  S:r/.  ■» :  a-.i  -  >  ?..r  !:■::.  *-  ii.j  ij;T::r,:ii:.<.:  >t  •;.-« 
nwn  p<-«iplel  luivf  no  0'»nmv:i«:i  i»  ::ii.  1  AmW  |-.r.»tt.  i  witij  Mv  lriJI.^.7^r.cL>  ;:• 
Liitliii.-  Vi.it  *':j  vri-r  r-rrt-  «'j;.;:  n.  .-w^.  :  .•  .: ..:.:.  -.  \\.v  j.;..^-r.  U  :Li-  j  r  :•>:  ■:  -" 
8inic>i«'  ii.tir.'it-l  ?i>  apply  t«»  S:-l  >.  -x.-!  >i-.f'v  ■.** 

LxEiT.  She.uke.  —  ■"lir  li..  iinai.-  :  li  :^  i:.":«.:.  ii.  I  ti'  ki\\\  race  all  :Lt  \i.Lx.  '.i^ 
purcLi.^~i  •.»j,i'..  rr,r  j.^;uv  oi"  \'^.\r 

Me.  Wii  iiam*.s.  —  "Ami  wL;il  ::.-«■  G<v.  S:n.c  t  **  ii.ti.vioL*.  s"rx-iB<-  •  'be  :r"-* 


iiuui  .auax 
*  CuL  Jobu  Butler. 
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of  things,  it  is  hardly  to  be  wondered,  that  the  landing  of  a  small 
body  of  British  troops  upon  the  soil  of  the  Genesee  country ;  though 
they  caqie  but  small  in  numbers,  their  errand  but  to  bring  a  threat- 
ening protest,  was  a  circumstance  of  no  trifling  magnitude.  And  the 
reader  will  not  fail  to  take  into  the  account,  how  feeble  in  numbers, 
how  exposed,  and  how  weak  in  all  things  necessary  to  a  successful 
defence,  was  the  then  new  settlements  of  the  Genesee  country.  In 
all  this  he  will  be  aided  by  a  brief  retrospect  of  the  commencement 
and  progress  of  settlement ;  and  added  to  what  this  will  show, 
should  be  the  consideration,  that  the  settlers  came  into  the  wilder- 
ness unprepared  for  war.  They  came,  relying  upon  a  treaty  of 
peace.  Wearied  with  war  and  all  its  harrassing  effects,  they  had 
more  than  figuratively  beat  their  swords  into  ploughshares,  and 
their  spears  into  pruning  hooks.  They  had  come  to  subdue  the  wil- 
derness, and  not  to  subdue  their  fellow  men.  The  rumors  of  war 
came  to  the  sparse  settlements,  and  the  solitary  log-^cabins  dotted 
down  in  the  wilderness,  like  the  decrees  of  fate,  to  be  added  to  all 
the  sufferings  and  endurances  of  pioneer  life.  But  a  few  weeks 
previous  to  all  this,  there  had  been,  as  if  by  concert,  a  far  more  than 
usual  emigration  of  New  York  Indians  to  Canada.  They  went  from 
most  of  the  Six  Nations,  in  detatched  parties,  and  a  very  large  pro- 
portion of  the  Onondagas  had  emigrated  in  a  body.  The  demeanor 
of  the  Senecas  had  undergone  a  marked  change.  By  some  unseen 
but  suspected  influence,  they  had  become  morose  and  quarrelsome. 
A  far  more  than  usual  number  of  outrages  were  committed  upon 
the  new  settlers ;  in  fact,  the  principal  ones  that  are  now  remem- 
bered, happened  about  this  period.  These  facts  were  not  without 
their  influence  in  converting  the  circumstances  of  the  landing  of  an 
armed  force  at  Sodus  Bay,  into  a  preliminary  measure,  the  sequel 
of  which  might  prove  the  breaking  out  of  a  general  war,  having 
tor  its  object  the  recovery  of  the  soil  of  the  Genesee  country  by 
the  Indians,  and  the  bringing  of  it  again  under  British  dominion 

It  will  surprise  those  who  are  not  familiar  with  early  events  in  the 
Genesee  country,  when  they  are  told  that  as  late  as  1794  —  eight 
years  after  settlement  had  been  commenced,  there  was  but  little  of 
intercourse  or  communication  with  Albany  and  New  York ;  Phila- 
delphia and  Baltimore,  and  especially  the  latter,  had  far  more  inti- 
mate relations  with  all  this  region.  To  the  papers  of  those  cities, 
the  settlers  in  those  then  backwoods  looked  for  news,  and  in  them 
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events  transpiring  here  were  generally  recorded.  On  the  first  d 
September,  the  affair  at  Sodus  was  announced  in  the  Mar^laai 
Gazette,  in  a  letter  from  Philadelphia,  accompanied  by  ttte  inieE- 
gence  that  an  express  had  arrived  at  the  then  seat  of  govemnaenl 
with  despatches  for  the  War  Office. 

Immediately  after  the  departure  of  Lieut.  Sheafie,  Mr.  William- 
son, with  the  co-operation  of  other  prominent  citizens,  adopted  the 
most  energetic  measures,  as  well  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  for 
the  contingency,  which  he  had  good  reasons  for  supposing  wooU 
occur,  after  what  had  transpired  at  Sodus,  as  to  give  assurances  of 
safety  and  protection  to  the  inhabitants. 

He  not  only  despatched  an  express  rider  to  the  seat  of  eorent- 
ment,  as  indicated  by  the  correspondent  of  the  Maryland  Gazette, 
but  he  also  despatched  one  to  Albany.  He  forwarded  by  these  mes- 
sengers letters  to  Edmund  Randolph,  Secretary  of  State,  to  Gen. 
Knox,  Secretary  of  War,  and  to  Gov.  George  Clinton.  In  these 
letters  he  detailed  all  that  had  transpired,  suggested  some  measurei 
of  protection,  and  gave  asurances  that  the  mandate  of  Gov.  Sim- 
coe  would  be  disregarded.  In  the  letter  to  Gen.  Knox,  he  says:— 
"  It  is  pretty  well  ascertained  that  for  some  time  past,  quantities  of 
military  stores  and  ammunition  have  been  forwarded  to  Os\«eoi 
This  makes  me  think  it  not  improbable  that  Lieut.  Sheaffe  will  take 
a  forcible  possession  of  S(xlus  on  his  return.  I  shall,  however,  with- 
out relaxincr,  c;o  on  with  my  business  thereuntil  drove  off  bra 
su|>erior  force.  It  is  heedless  for  me  to  trouble  you  with  anv  cota- 
ments  on  this  unparalleled  piece  of  insolence,  and  gross  iusull  to 
the  izovernnicnt  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Williamson  wrote  a  letter  to  Sir  William  Pullenev.  in  which 
he  savs : — 

'•  I  >liall  mako  no  further  ooninient  on  this  ba^iness,  than  to  ol^eirei  thtf 
any  lliiii:;  sliort  of  at'tuiJ  h«»stilitifs,  it  oomplctt^  tin*  uneiiiiiJk-d  in-^k-nt  ci-n- 
iliKt  it'  Mr.  SiintN^'  towanl  this  ijowmniont.  Mr.  Simoix^'s  ]>er^>n:il  if  rcj- 
<*']{'  an'l  y.iu,  I  tn'at  with  tlh»  sc'»>mit  <li*s»n«»jN  but  I  U'ljloawt*^  i^'\t?  v.^i's 
sk.r.'.i  uf  liis  jN.liti,;i]  lonJu.'t.  On  his  liist  arrival  in  thisoountrv.  bv  dtrf 
lail  xii.-ni.-x  h..  }i;is  j.n'Vi-nt»*'l  «.'\vrv  {HK^iliiliiy  of  an  atxHrnunlation  U-iV'-.a 
t!iis  iVMintrv  an.l  ih«'  hn<\h  In-lians  an-l  {h:<  Minimor,  by  his  intriim-^  L-  lj» 
drawn  •-.  xt-nd  triU-s  «>f  frii-ndly  In«llans  fmni  the  territ'^r}'  of  the  Unit-l  Sur.s 
t«>  ill'--  Hriti^li  bi.l.«  ()f  the  lin'.s,  an.l  K-tt  nothinij  un^hmo  to  inlu»v  iho  >ii 
Naiit»ns  <»'.ir  miirhlHus.  t<>  tiik.»  up  iho  liat^hct  tht?  inoniont  Im  irivi.stlK-  w-ri. 
Vouniu-t  1h' a.. plaint...!  with  \n<  nianhiiii,' a  Inxly  of  ami.*.!  tn*i.j-N  a:;-1 
.  r^N'tinij:  a  Furt  at  the  Rapids  of  ilio  Miami  sivcutv  rnilts  within  tho  U'm:.>rT 
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of  the  Unit^  States,  but  this  being  an  extensive  wilderness,  seemcxl  of  leas 
impf>rt:UK-e. 

"Ni)t  pontent  with  this,  ho  has  now  interfered  with  our  settlements,  in  a 
manner  st>  unlike  the  dignity  of  a  groiit  nation  that  it  must  astonish  you.  K  it 
is  tlie  intention  of  the  British  ministry,  by  low  and  underluuul  .sclR*mes,  to  keep 
alive  a  hnrrassing  war  against  lie! pless  women  and  children,  or  by  nuirdersou 
this  frniitier,  to  add  to  the  list  of  murders  already  committed  by  the  influence 
of  their  sonants  here,  and  to  treat  this  government  with  the  most  unwarrantable 
insolence  anil  contempt.  I  allow  that  Mr.  JSimcoe  is  the  most  industrious  and 
faithful  servant  the  British  'xovernment  ever  hud.  But  if  it  is  their  intention 
to  cultivate  a  friendly  intercourse  with  this  country,  it  never  can  take  place 
while  su«;h  is  the  conduct  of  their  Oovemor  here.  For  my  own  part,  I  think 
it  would  be  doing  the  government  of  (ireat  Britiiin  a  must  essential  service, 
sliould  tlu'ir  intentions  towards  this  country  be  friendly,  to  show  to  their  min- 
istry tin-  conduct  of  Gov.  Simcoe;  and  I  wnte  this  letter  that  you  may  show  it 
to  Mr.  Dun<la.s,  or  Mr.  Pitt,  if  you  think  proper.  Their  knowledge  of  me,  I 
am  convinceil,  will  give  it  sufficient  weight  If  these  transtictions  are  in  con- 
sequence of  orders  from  Great  Britain,  and  tlieir  views  are  hostile,  there  is 
nothing  further  to  be  said.*' 

While  all  this  was  progressing,  m  four  days  after  the  affair  at  Sodus 
in  fact,  before  Gov.  Simcoe  would  have  had  tinne  to  execute  his 
threats,  the  great  measure  of  deliverance  for  the  Genesee  country 
and  the  few  scattered  border  settlers  of  the  west,  had  been  con- 
summated. "  Mad  Anthony, " —  [and  there  had  been  "  method  in 
his  madness, "]  —  had  met  the  confederated  bands  of  the  hostile 
Indians  of  the  west,  and  almost  under  the  walls  of  a  fortress  of  their 
British  allies,  achieved  a  signal  victory !  Those  upon  whom  Gov. 
Simcoe  was  relying  for  aid,  (for  it  is  evident  that  he  looked  to  a 
descent  of  the  western  Indians  upon  the  Genesee  country  in  case 
the  war  was  renewed,)  —  were  humbled  and  suing  for  peace. 
This  alone  would  have  averted  his  worst  intentions,  and  added  to 
this,  was  the  consideration  that  Mr.  Jay  had  sailed  for  London  on 
the  12th  of  May,  clothed  with  ample  powei«  from  our  government 
to  arrange  all  matters  of  dispute. 

Those  •  familiar  with  the  history  of  our  whole  country  in  the 
earliest  years  of  its  separation  from  England,  are  aware  how  im- 
portant was  the  well  planned  and  successful  expedition  of  General 
Wayne.  Important  in  its  immediate  consequences  —  the  putting 
an  end  to  protracted,  harrassing  Indian  treaties,  and  the  founding  of 
that  great  empire  of  wealth,  prosperity,  and  unparralleled  progress, 
our  western  states.  But  few  oan  now  realize  its  local  consequence, 
in  the  Genesee  country.  It  gave  security  where  there  was  little  of 
it  before,  inspired  hope  and  confidence  with  those  who  were  half 
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determinsd  to  retrace  the  weary  steps  that  had  brought 
the  wilderness,  Tor  they  felt  that  if  war  was  to  be  added 
Bufferings  and  privations  they  were  encountering,  it  wer 
abandon  the  field,  if  not  forever,  to  a  period  more  propiti 
news  of  Wayne's  victory  was  communicaled  by  Bran 
Chapin,  and  it  cirouhteJ  brislily  among  the  backwoods  s» 
Here  and  there  was  seen  small  gatherings  of  Pioneer  se 
gratulating  each  other  upon  the  event,  and  taking  fresh  c 
grapple  with  the  hardships  of  Pioneer  life.  All  was  confir 
in  a  few  days,  the  Senecas  were  seen  coming  back  upor 
path,  humbled,  quaking  with  fear  at  the  mere  recollection  » 
ble  onslaught  that  Mad  Anthony  had  made  upon  the  dus 
that  had  gatherfd  to  oppose  him,  and  uttering  imprecatit 
those  who  had  lured  them  from  home  to  lake  part  in  tli 
and  then  remained  far  away  from  danger,  or  shut  themse! 
a  strong  fortress,  but  spectators  in  a  conflict  in  whicl 
their  confederates  were  falling  like  autumn  leaves  in  a 
hail. 

The  haughty  spirit  of  the  descendants  of  the  warlik 
was  humbled  within  them,  and  chagrined  by  the  terrible 
ure  tliey  had  witnessed,  and  been  partakers  of,  as  well 
bad  faith  of  their  advisers  and  abettors  at  Niagara,  they  i 
settle  down  quietly  in  Uieir  villages,  and  renew  their  pej 
amicable  relations  wilh  their  white  neighbors. 

As  early  as  the  3d  of  July,  preceding  the  visit  of  Lieu 
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retary  ot  War,  in  his  correspondence  with  the  British  Minister, 
that  a  conference  was  to  be  held  with  the  Six  Nations  at  Canandai- 
gua,  in  September,  for  the  purpose  of  conciliating,  and  establishing 
finally  a  peace  with  them  if  possible.  In  reply  to  an  application 
for  arms,  the  Secretary  says,  that  an  order  had  been  issued  in  favor 
of  the  Governor  of  New  York,  for  one  thousand  muskets,  cartridge 
boxes,  and  bayonets. 

The  following  copy  of  a  letter  from  President  Washington  to  Mr. 
Jay,  our  then  minister  in  London,  possesses  much  of  a  general 
historical  interest,  and  will  aid  the  reader  in  a  full  understanding  of 
the  questions  then  at  issue,  so  far  as  this  local  region  wasc  oncerned : 

"August,  30,  1794. 

"  As  you  will  receive  letters  from  the  Secretary  of  States'  office,  giving  an 
official  account  of  the  public  occurrences  as  they  have  arisen  and  advanced, 
it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  retouch  any  of  them ;  and  yet  I  cannot  restrain  my- 
self from  making  some  observations  on  the  most  recent  of  them,  tlie  commu- 
nication of  wliich  was  received  this  morning  only.  I  mean  the  protest  of  the 
Governor  of  Upper  Canada,  delivered  by  Lieutenant  Sbeaffe,  against  our  oc- 
cupying lands  far  from  any  of  the  \yoBta,  which,  long  ago,  they  ought  to  have 
surrendered,  and  far  within  the  known,  and  until  now,  the  acknowledged 
limits  of  the  United  States. 

"  On  this  irregular  and  high  handed  proceeding  of  Mr.  Simcoe,  which  is 
HO  longer  masked,  I  would  rather  hear  what  the  ministry  of  Great  Biitain  will 
say,  than  pronounce  my  own  sentiments  thei-eon.  But  can  that  government, 
or  will  it  attempt,  after  this  official  act  of  one  of  tlieir  governors,  to  hold  out 
ideas  of  friendly  intentions  towards  tlie  United  States,  and  suffer  such  con- 
duct to  pass  with  impunity  ? 

"  This  may  be  considered  as  the  most  open  and  daring  act  of  the  British 
agents  in  Ameiica,  though  it  is  not  the  most  hostile  and  cruel :  for  there 
does  not  remain  a  doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  well  informed  person  in  this 
country,  not  shut  against  conviction,  that  cUlJhe  difficulties  we  encounter  with 
the  Indians,  their  hostilities^  the  murders  of  helpless  women  and  children^ 
along  our  frontiers,  result  from  the  conduct  of  agents  of  Great  Britain  %n 
this  country.  In  vain  is  it  then  for  its  administration  in  Britain,  to  disavow 
having  given  orders  which  will  warrant  such  conduct,  whilst  their  agents  go 
unpunished  ;  while  we  liave  a  thousand  corroborating  circumstances,  and 
indeed  as  many  evidences,  some  of  which  wmnot  be  brought  forward,  to  prove 
that  they  are  seducing  from  our  alliances,  and  endeavoring  to  remove  over  the 
line^  tribes  that  have  hitherto  been  kept  in  peace  and  friendship  with  us  at  a 
heavy  expense,  and  who  have  no  causes  of  complaint,  except  pretended  ones 
of  their  creating  ;  whilst  they  keep  in  a  state  of  irritation  the  tribes  that  are 
boftile  to  us,  and  are  instigating  those  who  know  little  of  us,  or  ^^e  of  them, 
to  unite  in  the  war  agaiast  us  ;  and  wliilst  it  is  an  undeniable  fa4:t,  that  they 
are  furnishing  the  whole  with  arms,  ammunition,  clothing,  and  even  pro* 
visions  to  carry  on  the  war,  I  might  go  farther,  and  if  thev  are  not  much 
belied,  add,  men  also  in  disguise. 
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"  Can  it  be  erpecled,  I  ask,  Bo  long  as  these  tilings  are  known  in 
Stat«^  or  at  least  firmly  believed,  and  siiftered  with  impunity  by  ti 
that  there  ever  will  or  can  be  nny  cordiality  between  the  two  co 
answer —  No.  And  I  will  und*!rtali(^  wiiliout  lliegitl  of  prophec 
that  it  will  be  iuposBlblo  to  keep  tliis  country  in  a  KtAt«  of  amity 
BritflJn  long,  if  thceo  posta  are  not  surrendered.  A  knowledge  of 
my  ecDtiment^  would  have  but  little  weight,  I  am  persuaded,  with 
aiuniniatnition,  or  perhaps  with  ibe  nation,  in  etlectingtlie  oieasun 
may  rest  satisfied,  tha.t  if  they  want  to  be  .tt  peace  witli  this  coui 
enjoy  the  benefits  of  its  trade,  to  give  up  the  iKwts  is  the  only 
Withholding  tliem,  and  the  oonseqaeacea  we  feel  at  present  cont 
will  be  inevitable." 


CHAPTER    V. 


JAMBA    AND   WILLIAM    WADSWOKTH PIONEBR    EVENTS    IN 

NOW   LIVINC8T01T. 


The  advent  of  these  two  brolhers  to  the  Genesee  count 

in   era  in  our  early  local   history.     They   were   from 
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and  subsistence  of  the  Continental  troops.  Soon  after  the  arrival 
of  Rochambeau,  with  the  French  army,  their  subsistence  was  en- 
trusted to  his  charge,  jointly  with  John  B.  Church.  He  was  one 
of  those  with  whom  Gen.  Washington  made  an  early  acquaintance 
when  the  great  crisis  arrived,  and  in  whose  hospitable  mansion,  at 
Hartford,  he  was  wont  to  meet,  and  have  social  intercourse  and 
consultation  with  its  owner,  and  other  prominent  men  of  the  Revo- 
lution. It  was  the  taking  down  and  removal  of  this  old  mansion, 
that  suggested  the  following  beautiful  lines  of  Mrs.  Sigourney  :— 

"  Fallen  dome,  beloved  so  "well. 
Thou  could  'st  many  a  legend  tell 
Of  the  cliicfti  of  ancient  lame, 
Who,  to  si  I  are  thy  shelter  came :— 
Bochambeau  and  La  Fayette, 
Round  thy  plenteous  board  have  met; 
With  Columbia's  mi;rhticr  son, 
Great  and  glorious  Washixotox. 
Here  with  kindred  minds  they  planned 
Reficue  for  an  infant  land ; 
While  the  British  Lion's  roar 
Echo'd  round  the  Icagur'd  shore." 
t  An/ials  of  Conn.,  by  R  R.  Hinman, 

"  The  services  of  Col.  Wadsworth,  during  some  periods  of  the 
war,"  says  a  biographer,  "  were  incalculable."  He  was  a  member 
of  the  1st,  2d,  and  3d  Congress.     He  died  in  1804,  aged  61  years. 

Mr.  Phelps  liaving  been  in  the  commissarj'  department  during  the 
Revolution,  he  had  made  the  acquaintance  of  Col.  Wadsworth,  and 
soon  after  he  obtained  title,  induced  him  to  make  investments  in  the 
Genesee  country.*  He  purchased  T.  6,  R.  9,  a  part  of  T.  11,  R. 
7,  and  one  12th  of  "  Big  Tree."t  Being  a  man  of  wealth,  and  con- 
siderably advanced  in  years,  their  purchases  were  for  investment 
and  and  re-sale,  rather  than  with  any  intention  to  emigrate. 

William  and  James  Wadsworth  were  natives  of  Durham,  Conn., 
the  sons  of  John  N.  Wadsworth.  James  Wadsworth  graduated  at 
Yale  College,  in  1787,  and  spent  the  winter  of  '87  and  *88,  in  Mon- 
treal, employed  in  school  teaching.  The  father  had  died  before 
James  graduated  at  College,  and  left  the  homestead  in  Durham, 
which  would  have  been  called  a  **  fair  estate"  in  New  England,  to 
his  three  children,  the  care  of  which  had  devolved  upon  the  elder 
brother,  William.  In  the  Spring  of  1790,  at  a  period  when  James, 
then  22  years  of  age,  was  undetermined  as  to  the  pursuits  of  life — 
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hesitating  between  the  alternatives  of  seeking  his  fortooe  in  the  3nidi> 
em  states,  and  acquiring  the  profession  of  law,  and  sett&c^  dowix 
New  England,  his  kinsman,  CoL  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  proposed  dd 
him  emigration  to  the  Genesee  coontrr,  the  sale  to  him  oc  i  pas 
of  his  tract  at  "  Big  Tree,"  upon  advanta^reoos  terms,  iDd  m 
agency  that  woald  embrace  the  care  and  sale  of  his  remaining  laaik 
After  consulting  with  his  brother  William,  making  it  a  conditioii  f 
the  proposed  emigration  that  he  should  accomponj  hxm.  the  vm 
brothers  agreed  jointly  to  accept  the  propositioo. 

In  June,  after  a  work  of  preparation  which  was  of  no  litrle  mag- 
nitude in  New  England,  preliminary  to  an  advent  to  this  xh^  ir 
off  and  secluded  wilderness ;  amid  the  farewells  of  kioired  mi 
friends,  in  which  were  mingled  sad  forebodings  of  the  daniz^n  aoi 
vicL3situ<ies  the  bold  adventurers  were  about  to  encounter,  they  coo- 
menced  their  j'TKimey.  William,  the  practical  working  man  oi  is 
two,  so  far  as  manual  labor  was  concerned,  started  with  an  ox  oean 
and  cart,  two  or  three  hired  men  and  a  colored  woman,  a  fev-jctt 
slave  belonging  to  the  family.^  James  came  via  the  Soand.  and  im 
Hudion,  and  the  water  rou*e  from  Schenectady  to  the  head  of 
gation  on  Canandalgua  outlet,  in  charge  of  provisions  and  a 
amount  of  household  furniture.  William,  with  his  oxen  andean 
made  slow  proere'?3-  The  winter  sleigh  road  west  of  Whitesww 
had  to  be  adapted  to  wheels  as  they  progressed :  loss  had  tt"  be  cnl 
and  moved  out  of  the  track,  and  small  streams  and  sloughs  iad  S) 
be  cause-waved.  Arriving  at  Cavu^a  Lake,  there  was  no  isn 
scow,  and  the  party  chartered  two  Indian  canoes,  which  they  iaaiiei 
together,  and  making  a  deck  of  poles,  succeeded  in  crossin:!.  Bt- 
twcen  Whitesboro  and  Canandaigua  their  average  procre^s  wa 
but  twelve  miles  per  day.  The  parties  reunited  at  CaziandasBa 
James  haviniT  arrived  three  days  in  advance. 

Alter  making  some  necessary  preparations,  the  whole  partv  lOrr- 

•  O-.  1.4  Lii  .vv**»  prr>*hli».  CjL  Waiisworth  may  hare  had  an  intoac. 
irith  MeHHTK  pji«»lpn  and  iji^riiam. 

t  To  vr.ii'.h,  Jarr.^  ami  WiHiam  aft»nrarfis  adtiai  a  tatdi,  maj-T.,j  -jj^ 
WaiLrr  rJi  -j-iirt  a:  G<r:esto,  about  J.WA)  *lt»^ 


"  ELr  T'*rt»."  ibi  'x-w  'ritiTirizand  piwdernur  -Capr.  Wa*iifw.  rJi'-»"  boir  Tf*«nf«rr 
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ed  from  Canandaigua,  with  all  the  effects  with  which  they  had  left 
Durham,  to  which  had  been  added  a  small  stock  of  cattle,  purchased 
upon  the  Mohawk.  They  took  the  Indian  trail  and  Sullivan's 
route,  clearing  their  road  for  the  passage  of  their  cart,  as  they  went 
along,  camping  the  first  night  at  "  Pitt's  Flats,"  and  the  next,  at  the 
foot  of  Conesus  Lake.  Breaking  up  their  encampment  in  the 
morning,  James,  on  horseback,  with  one  companion,  preceded  the 
rest  of  the  party,  and  pursued  the  Big  Tree  trail ;  William,  with 
the  oxen,  cart,  and  other  effects,  following  after,  took  the  Branch 
trail  that  \€d  to  a  large  Indian  village  of  the  Oneidas,  which  was 
two  miles  below  Big  Tree,  on  the  river.  Wandering  from  the 
obscure  trail,  the  party  got  lost,  and  brought  up  at  night  in  a  swamp 
about  two  miles  north-east  from  Big  Tree,  tied  their  cattle  to  trees, 
and  encamped.  James,  having  spent  the  night  at  Big  Tree,  with 
his  companion,  in  the  woods,  with  no  means  of  maldng  an  en- 
campment, took  his  back  track  in  the  morning  ;  arrived  at  the  point 
where  the  Oneida  trail  branched  off,  followed  the  track  of  the  cart 
wheels,  and  found  the  lost  party,  groping  in  the  wilderness,  un- 
determined as  to  the  course  they  should  pursue.  He  conducted  the 
whole  party  to  Big  Tree,  (Geneseo,  the  reader  will  bear  in  mind,) 
where  they  slept  in  the  cart  and  upon  the  ground,  for  two  or  three 
nights,  until  they  erected  a  rude  cabin  on  the  table  land,  a  little  be- 
low the  present  village,  on  the  old  River  trail.  On  their  arrival, 
they  found,  of  their  race,  but  one  man,  Lemuel  Jennings,  who  had 
a  cabin,  and  was  herding  some  cattle  on  the  flats  for  Oliver  Phelps. 
James,  returning  to  Canandaigua  on  the  day  he  had  located  the 
party,  on  his  way  back,  got  benighted,  but  was  attracted  by  a  light, 
and  pursuing  the  direction  from  which  it  proceeded,  found  the  negro 
wonian,  Jenny,  holding  a  light  for  his  brother  William,  who  was 
hewing  some  plank  for  their  cabin  floor. 

The  arrival  was  upon  the  1 0th  of  June.  In  August  of  the  same 
year,  1790,  when  (Jen.  Amos  Hall  took  the  census,  the  family  of 
William  Wadsworth  consisted  of  nine  persons.  Beside  him,  there 
had  then  settled  in  the  townships,  others  who  were  regarded  as 
heads  of  families :  —  Phineas  Bates,  Daniel  Ross,  Henry  Brown, 
Enoch  Noble,  Nicholas  Rosecrantz,  David  Robb,  Nahum  Fair- 
banks. Horatio  and  John  H.  Jones  had  preceded  the  Wadaworths 
a  few  weeks,  and  were  over  the  river,  occupying  an  Indian  cabin, 
and  the  shantee  they  had  built  the  year  before.    They  had  come  in 
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from  Gr»n?va.  via  Canandaigua  and  Avon,  with  a  cart,  H>r*Ui 
wile  arid  Three  children,  household  furniture,  and  some  hirei  cer 
Their  '^•art  was  the  first  wheel  vehicle  that  passed  over  ihi:  Zj-zt 
From  Avon,  ihev  had  no  track,  hut  r^icked  their  wav  ai-r^z  'Jt 
ridnes  and  <:>iien  irrounds.  Horatio  Jones  huilt  a  comfortaNiT:  bixi 
house  -lie  same  year.  Besides  Horace  Jones*  faoiily,  there  "xa  i 
AuETust,  west  of  the  river,  on  what  was  then  called  **  Indicki.  W.oi.' 
the  t'nmilies  of  William  Ewing,  *  Nathan  Fowler,  and  Jereakji 
Gres:«:»rv.  t 

Thf^-  Indians  residing  upon  the  Genesee  river  in  1790.  were  l:»ri- 
ted  in  villages,  as  follows  :  —  At  Squaky  Hill,  near  Mount  M  cri. 
there  wi-re  a  small  cluster  of  cabins,  and  a  few  families.  Thf  Lri 
had  be'^n  s^iulhem  captives,  who  had  intermarried,  and  iTrrrrsc 
themselves  with  the  Seneca s.  The  principal  chief,  wc^s  "  B.^^ 
Chief*  At  •*  Allan's  Hill."  now  Mount  Morris,  there  were  &  i^ 
families  :  their  principal  chief.  **  Tall  Chief."  He  was  a  fir^e  speci- 
men ^■•f  hi<  race,  physically  and  otherwise.  At  Philadelj  hla. -.c  i 
visit  to  Contrre -s,  with  Horatio  Jones,  he  commanded  much  :!!«• 
tion  and  re>T»ect. 

Litrle  Beard's  Town,  a  larcre  villnge.  was  upon  the  preseiit  sat 
of  Cuvl-.'rvijl»*.  The  chief.  Little  Brard.  was  one  of  th-?  w*?*: 
sjK'c:rjR*!is  of  his  race.  H*.*  was  c!ii».-ily  in<lrumenta]  iu  :!.r  hcrri 
massn:-re  of  Lieut.  Bovd.  aiitl  nil  th-  k-atW  Pioiierrs  cr've  K  ... s  r^ 
character.  The  manner  of  his  dt-rith  in  l^Ofi.  wr»s  ]*u:  a  '-.-'.TrT.- 
bution  f-r  l*!s  manv  acts  "f  crurltv  in  the  li^rJer  w:-.r>  — hi 
druiikt-n  r«'\v.  in  wiiich  Im.uIi  luiians  and  whil'^s  were  er.r-ij-:.  :' 
the  oM  Slims- >n  tavern,  in  Lcic^^t-.T,  he  w:iS  pushed  out  f  :'".* 
and  fa i linn  from  the  ste:»s.  received  an  iTi'ur\'  i!.ai  ciu>t'd  ii 
death. 

Bi^  Tree,  a  considerable  vil!;ije,  was  UT-»n   the  WutT.  o:>K"i 

•  •   • 


•  y.T  T   "■-  •:  *.rrtT..r  ill  ir,.    • ;;  j"- t     f  Mr.   Ii.r^r-s.    Hi-   f-:'.r    A^n:-'-:' 

J>. i-  _•.  ■-  .  .:  ..  -1  T.-*j.ir*!i:  tht-rr  i'l  ft:.  •■•  :i/  -i.iT.  'ji«ir.  -•„•:  i*  l-u-  •}■.  i  tri..:-  irs. 
I.'.:  r   :'  ..:    i-r  .  V      W^  uriS   Ti.--  :-:)  ••-.■.-!  ^t  ".  f  .*  •:  :.   }:.  J-:.--^      H>  *.  :     Wli;i 

•tt  -:»-"■  '.'•■.•  \ •  :'.  Wi\  •:•■,  lL-i:;i-  .  \,!.«:t  »..  ^..t.'-i  ■  :.  ar  I:  \\i.:.  i-....-.  :Iip-' 
*  ^'''  '  '■ .  "  .  *  "- "^  i'i-tri.-  .^v  ..'••  Kvj::j.  :.:  •  v  • :  -^  :..  i-.  rj--  "" .  t  i- >ur- 
>*-';»•■■'    :;•  ...■■  ,.  Wilii.-.u,  <;.)>. i:  j...j  J:  ii:r  ■  a. x\,.«i.:  i  ••..■:.•: .     Tin  *  .■   -'w*!: 

•:.-  ''•  ■  '^ ■  •'/  I    11.::..-:..  .-L 

«t-r  A.. .',.     Hr  .  ■■•-i  i«i,  :l.r  I'arja**  rij^i.  r:«-ar    ■  **  T.-vti,**  iii.v  •  i-;,  «• :  *!-s>  - 
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Geneseo,  upon  the  river,  now  embraced  in  the  farm  of  Eason  Slo- 
cum  ;  Ken-de-wa,  (Big  Tree)  was  its  principal  chief. 

There  was  a  small  village  of  Tucaroras  on  the  river,  a  little 
above  the  Geneseo  bridge,  which  was  called  Tuscarora ;  and  two 
miles  down  the  river  from  Geneseo,  near  the  large  Maple  Grove  of 
the  Messrs,  Wadsworths,  was  "  Oneida  Town,"  a  large  village  of 
Oneidas.  * 

The  other,  and  a  principal  village,  was  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
river,  opposite  Avon,  near  where  the  main  road  crosses  the  river. 
The  chief  was  Ga-kwa-dia,  (Hot  Bread,)  in  high  repute  among  his 
people,  and  much  respected  by  the  Pioneer  settlers,  f 

Gardeau,  was  the  residence  of  the  White  Woman,  and  the  several 
branches  of  her  family  went  principally  to  make  up  the  small 
Tillage.  Her  husband  was  principal  chief  At  Nunda,  there 
was  a  small  village ;  "  Elk  Hunter  '*  and  "  Green  Coat,' *  were 
principal  chiefs. 

At  Caneadea  there  was  a  considerable  village  ;  the  head  chief, 
John  Hudson.  He  was  an  old  man,  and  had  been  a  leading 
"  brave "  in  the  southern  Indian  wars,  waged  by  the  Senecas, 
and  afterwards,  in  the  English  and  French  wars.  Hon.  George 
Woods,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Bedford,  Pennsylvania,  became  a 
prisoner  with  the  Indians,  on  the  Ohio  or  the  Allegany.  Hudson 
porcured  his  release,  after  he  had  been  condemned  and  tied  to  a 
stake.  In  after  years,  they  met,  and  the  Judge  treated  him  with 
much  kindness,  making  him  a  present  of  a  fine  house  and  lot  at 


*  The  Oneidas  and  Tuscaroras  \rere  divided  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolution. 
Thf>so  that  adhered  to  the  colonies,  and  tlic  iicutrale,  remaining  in  tlieir  eastern  vil- 
lages ;  and  those  tliat  followed  Butler  and  Brant,  comintf  upon  the  Genesee  River.  A 
partial  re-union  of  the  Tuscaroras  took  place  at  their  yillago  near  Lowiston,  in  after 
years. 

t  Tliis  was  the  birth  place  of  Comphinter.    In  his  letter  to  the  Governor  of  Penn- 

?rlvania,  in  1822,  he  says : — "I  feel  it  my  duty  to  send  a  speech  to  the  Governor  of 
ennsylvania  at  this  time,  and  inform  liim  the- place  where  1  was  from  —  which  was 
Connowangus,  on  the  Gen«»8ee  river."  He  then  goes  on  to  relate  to  the  Governor,  tlrnt 
on  ifn»wing  up,  the  Indian  boys  in  the  neighborhood  tw>k  notice  of  his  skin  being  of 
a  diffen-nt  color  from  theinC  and  on  naming  it  to  his  mother,  she  told  him  who  his 
white  father  was,  and  that  he  lived  at  Albany.  He,  after  becoming  a  man,  sought  him 
out,  and  made  himself  known  to  him.  He  complains  that  he  gave  him  victuals  to  eat 
at  his  house,  but  "  no  provisions  to  eat  on  the  way  homo."  "  Ho  gave  me  neither 
kettle  nor  gun,  nor  did  he  tell  me  that  the  United  States  were  about  to  rebel  against 
Great  r>ritain,"  This  is  authentic,  and  does  away  with  the  less  truthful  but  more 
iDroantic  version  of  the  first  interview  between  Cfomplanter  and  his  white  father, 
O'Bail  or'^AbceL" 

21 
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Bedford,  which  he  never  oocufiei,  but  he  oaed  lo  oAbb  fair  on- 
self  apc*n  its  possession,  and  the  manoer  in  which  he  cane  bj  r 

In  a  ramUe,  to  give  the  reader  some  aceoont  of  tfaeb' 
the  adrentoreri  who  were  more  immediateiT  uttler 
have  almost  been  lost  sight  ot  We  left  WiDiaai 
plaLJL  for  their  sfaantee,  bj  candle  light,  and  Js 
the  forest,  where  he  had  been  lost  on  his  return  from  Cazjaad:i4!& 
The  shantee  went  up,  and  the  work  of  clearxK  a  asAl  spec  gc  io> 
land  and  preparing  a  few  acres  of  flats  far  •j""*'*tt  cnacaL  wv  Wr 
mediately  commerced.  There  was  from  the  first,  a  cStzkb  i 
labor  between  the  two  brothers:  —  William  had  becB  iest  i 
farmer,  and  from  habit  and  physical  coiistitiitioii,  wat  w«2 
to  take  the  laboring  oar  in  that  department  Fi 
fitted  for  a  Roceer  in  the  backwoods  —  to  wrestle  with  :^  i 
est  feamres  o(  Pioneer  life  — or  for  bein^  merged  in  hahi^ 
ir.tercocirse  and  icc'inations.  with  the  hardr  adrentmen 
his  eariy  cotemporaHes.  The  backw.x>dsmen  cafled 
BX."  and  yet  he  had  not  reached  his  30:b  year; — oacfron; 

respecL  but  as  a  kiiKl  of  backwoods  conrentiooal 

a  log  house  raising,  *'abee.'^  or  a  nKle&otic."'he  wasoaeof: 

and  when  there  were  anv  "docnss^  at  ""Old  Leioerter.^  *Wf 

Flats."  or  Wiliiamsbur?.  he  was  rrettv  sure  to  be  i*re-    B*  vm. 

an  eaHv  interest  in  the  orzanization  of  the  militia,  tr*^  EJiiOst 

with  tiie  recoEectfoos  of  the  aaihor's  bovhooc.  is  "Gecien.  Bi" 

a:  the  fall  musters,  widli  his  harsh,  stroG^  features,  ard   t 

compIexi'XL   in'ja:::ted  upon  his   saizr>i5-:er.t  Vlack  caarr!-: 

''C'b^erved  of  all  obserrer?."'  the  not  \i^zi  rersocifica^c 

dark  asd  frowning  god  of  war :  and  to  youthful  backv^Docs  r 

he  looked  nothing  less. 

l^irjss,  was  bv  nature,  of  a  difierent  cast  jtM  to 

m 

nat;c»C3  had  been  added  the  i^yC.Ki  a::*!  the  discipil-e  -7.  sst 
acquired  in  couege  haUsy  a^d  a  cnlnziirg  in  ihe  ODst  culrrx^c  i 
Xew  ErLsiand  society.  Tne  transition,  the  change  of  a  Xe^r  Eat 
lasii  bocne,  for  that  of  a  cabin  ui  trie  wi^mess.  az>j 
tiocs  •:<  the  backwoods,  was  Z'n  less  easr  and  natural : 
altem-itins  between  the  settlement  a:  "  Bie  Tree. ""  and  CazjcAL- 


T-f.n    f  ii»  rart  •Jiar  -ra*  5tci#:  it*r%.  a  da?  -arir  iaTr   f  <ii!T:i»t=»rit.    s^^  cii  fit- 
ted -^  0^  -^p-rtccn^  h-  ▼*•  -tiIt   c*  •  f  'ajrirt**  -  '  L— .*-  " 
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;ni:v  Albany  ami  Connecticut,  he  nianaireii  to  accomnuxlate  himself 
very  well  to  circumstances.  Ujvn  him  devolved  the  land  agen- 
cy. a:.d  si^^P  extending  its  sphere,  and  purchasintr  lan:i»ly  on  the 
vir  t  ac'count  of  himself  and  brother  even  in  earlv  vears.  he  be- 
came  on:::n>?sed  in  a  bii<ine*s  of  creat  majrnitude. 

Ti.t'v  hiid  h*fi  Ivhind  them  a  Ian??  circle  of  fa  mil  v  connexions 
ard  r 'lends  in  "old  Durham,  "  and  creat  was  their  concern  for  the 
ms'i  LU? venturers  who  had  pushed  away  on  beyond  the  verge  oi 
civ:  .^it ion,  and  set  down  in  the  midst  of  wild  beasts,  and  then  but 
rece::rly  h<>stile  Indian  tribes.  How  ditTerent  is  n<>w  the  spirit  and 
fee-'!:;Z  of  the  as^e  ?  Then,  there  had  been  bnxxlins;  over  New  Enjx- 
lard  the  incubus  of  foreign  dominion,  binding,  fettering  enterprise, 
ar^i  conr'.iiing  it  to  narrvnv.  sterile  and  unpn>pitious  U>unds :  until 
when  the  fetters  were  shaken  off.  it  seemed  rashness  to  venture 
ap«:»v.  the  extension  of  settlement  and  civilization  even  to  this  tair 
re:j:.^n.  where  all  would  seem  to  have  been  so  inviting  and  promis- 
m:r.  Now.  under  the  blessings,  the  stimulus,  the  releiise  from 
fore'jn  thraldom,  of  somethinix  over  half  a  centur\'.  our  vounsr  men 
make  a  h;isty  preparation,  and  are  off  over  a  wide  ocean  track,  foun- 
ding villai^^sand  cities  on  the  Pacific  coast,  in  the  interior,  and  fol- 
low: r.g  up.  up.  the  dark  ravines  of  the  Sierra  Nevada,  are  making 
iheir  c.unj^s  u[H>n  its  slope  and  its  summit ;  and  in  tond  kindred 
circles  at  home,  there  is  less  concern  for  them  than  there  was  for 
the  y.^ung  adventurers  who  pushed  outtrom  New  England  to  settle 
in  the  Genesee  countrv. 

Ar.  active  corresjK>ndence  commenced  between  James  and  his 
New  Er.gland  Iriends  soon  after  their  departure  trom  Durham, 
fi:  a  letter  to  his  brother,  John  N.  Wadsworth,  dateii  at  Albany,  he 
savs  —  "  We  have  secured  a  boat  and  pilot,  forage  is  pretty  scarce, 
but  our  expenses  do  not  exceeil  our  expectations.  We  have  now 
arrivtHl  where  Genesee  is  much  talked  of',  and  all  accounts  confirm 
tis  in  our  choice.  All  hands  are  in  good  health  and  fine  spirits :  lay 
aside  :dl  anxiety  for  us.  We  expect  many  ditficulties  but  are  fast 
in  the  belief  that  perseverance  will  sunnount  them.  There  has 
arrived  this  dav.  two  vessels  fnun  Rhoile  Island.  One  has  '2S  and 
the  other  30  passengers.  K^und  lull  sj^eed  for  the  Genesee  countr\*. 
The  niii^rations  to  the  west  wan!  are  almost  beyond  belief".  Gin  s 
(the  colored  woman.)  courage  rather  increases,  as  many  of  her 
:  '  -  :ii>*  L'^Mivj  to  the  Genesee.*'*     A  tender  epbtle  to  James,  in  no 
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masculine  hand,  dated  at  New  Haven,'  imagines  that  at  some  India 
war  dance,  his  scalp  may  be  one  of  the  trophies  "that  will  dani 
from  the  belt  of  a  Seneca  brave.  "  She  adds,  that  *'  nothing  shix: 
of  making  a  fortune  could  induce  you  to  reside  amongst  an  uncrrj 
ized  people,  exposed  to  the  savages  of  the  wilderness. "  SaiLafc 
Street,  of  Chippewa,  C.  W.,  writes  a  note  from  Canandaigna.  osi 
small  strip  of  paper,  asking  Mr.  Wadsworth  to  excuse  it  -  as  paper 
is  very  scarce  here. "  John  B.  Van  Epps  WTites  from  Schenectadr 
that  "  Peter  and  Gerritt  Ryckman  would  not  take  up  the  four  bar- 
rels of  rum  to  Canandaigua,  under  84  per  barrel ;  and  to  be  ptid 
likewise  for  riding  the  barrels  over  the  carrying  place. " 

As  early  as  September,  1790,  the  progress  of  improvement  wxi 
arrested:  —  William  and  all  of  his  hired  hands  had  the  fever  lod 
ague,  the  wench  Jenny  being  the  only  well  one  among  them.  I^ 
heartened  by  ilisease,  the  hired  men  returned  to  Connection, 
where  they  were  soon  followed  by  James,  leaving  Wiliiam  lai 
the  negro  woman,  to  winter  in  the  shantee  and  take  care  of  tiv 
stock. 

James  Wadsworth  started  from  Durham,  in  April  1791;  bat  wi« 
delayed  in  New  York  by  the  sprouting  of  the  a^e,  the  fetda  d 
which  had  been  sown  the  fall  previous.  He  arrived  however,  al 
"  Bier  Tree  "  in  June,   and  writes  back  to  his  uncle  Jamei  ±iiU 


*  Bit  -]i"  did  ri"t  )/<.'0'»mo  wholly  r-vonril'-l.  J^omt-Ti:n<'<  on  !'-'■  :,  >.riH*inkS  z.  *J« 
f-r.'vy.r^.  <:;:rii.L' '"IT  r"«'l.- ari-i  •"irr-oinir  »>  it ;. ii'h* •*,*},■■  wi-:.!-!;^'*-*  .■■;:  .'t..:!  r;:-.i^.>  r* 
>L-t  ti..'»t  tli«;  <  xj-«-liTi<.!i  w;u4  a  wi:  !  iiu-i  f.N,li-}i  one  ;  a::i  •  rft.r  i.r.r  -wXTi-  ar;-.-.."*  iLtS 
w.riW  )>»:  bc-t  to  iro  bri'.k  to  ''OM  JJurliarn"  aii'l  L'iv*;  it  up  i^  a  I-.-wl  •  .*.. 

X«'TJ,. — Ani'in:^  tin-  j'aiiiily  fnt.rii-xinu^  in  D-irhrim.  wn.*  uu  T:r:' ]•-.  G«:.  'fa* 
Wa-t^w.-ri),.  x>.\ti,  l.a'l  l.«  M  rln.-  n;iik  «■!  a  MaJ«»r  G'-Lr-al  in  tin-  C*ii.i.»-,:k'..-  i.;-  .. -.c 
RtfVt.I  .rii.n.  u.-^-.  a  rurniKi-r  ot'  t!.«.'  CMiiTiiii-r.Tal  O-i.lt*  v- :  .'.:..!  tc..^  •  :.,  ..f  -- ,  :--.- 
ii"  i.t  ::.•  f-  "t  N<:w  Kriji:i:.'i.  It  v,-.  -M  .•m-tii  that  .'ilt«T  tin*  •!•  arh  .,:  :»„  ir  f..;.,.  -.  Vi:^ 
]■•  'ri.  ii  1  -t  ti.'-  ;^  .ar'JKiii.  tIi«'  kir »!  iii«:.:ijr  .mhI  ci»i:i.-'ili»r  «•!  i  ]«  r-i';.«  u«.  l.'Tr-ytr 
f"rlii-  ri.»  Ml* TV  i^  tli**  ';at';nil  inip..l-><;  ujw.ri  the  [M-r;<iI  ••{  iJ-l-  tt--r-:«.  rh'  *i:  ifr^rtir' 
Ii:;'l  '!•  j.ir:«.i.l  I-ir  \h*-  (i<"i.»*?M-e  ciMiiitrv.  Hi?*  Hryt  lottor  ilate»l  vi  M.-iv.  17'«i.  »-i.*i  rC 
•  >',■•.  '*■•  ..  r*  \\'i:]i  a  Ivji-.-  ar;.!  aiTiMirjirioi:.  i!!:»-|.Iy  iiiib  itr^i  vi:Ii  n-li.'i.. ...  ».r  :,-;^  ..-.  =:: 
i?.-*r':.-ri..r  -  .-  -  to  thr-  il'iti-  -  ;:T.«1  |»:!r-:iit*Ml'  iU'.  Id  tlu-  FH-xt.  d.iT.-i  jr,  .r-;jr.  U  j'-f 
t:i»'  i.i  J  }.■  v.-  all  t\n:,  :rr».:.t  ij«-w;»  •■!  :i.e  dav,  jj.  if  th«-y  vt-ri.-iicv-in.i  !}.»•> .it'h  .-:  :<■«*■ 

]--]--r-  '.r  yri:,i;«.  /"a-  ;}i.  y  n*ally  w-rc;  and  rlo-^-^uitli  a'lrm.i.i'i..!;*  . "I  r..'.«:  r  :^-i 

yi  1  *■]  t!ii-  iri'-rtar.r-t-  ..f  ..pli-rly  a»;  1  n^rilar  fi«Tid»:«*T  iii  a  th-'a-  <»-T:Irm-:i* .  ..ft  :->>: 
< '-.r- ;i*:or.  *.i  tJH-  Sal. Ui'h  ;  i  if  j  :■.:!»■  i;.  yo:,r  dt-alii.:;'.,  t--ii*  ri.ilr.  «-,*:•  -J.^  I>Uj 
ar:  1  ' !  :r.vi..la'lv  «  ij.jH.rrinir  y."  r  rn-^lit  :'ri::Tivate  fn«-.'.'lJ:i:.  uiV:.  v..  r  i  --S  .-.: 
Ii.<ii:.T,-.  'A  h;.r»  -..r  i,>l,;M..iry  v-.'i  nr.di  r:;:k- .  iji.it  T]i«in»-ijf,lv."  '!>,.  n  i^ii:!  -  t' 
o  '..T  1.  •••':.  1.-  -•ri'<.  -  ,,'f  J.../;  ^.■,  :^.;,  i,..^i:_-  Ti...  r,.n.i,i..'i.,:>  ::.  K-  :  .'^t  u.* 
t/.y.ii'-  ;i'ii"iii'"".r|>'j;i'i.i:i;i>  and  rlt-r^'v,  C-irriLjofi  lir.vU,  Kauji:.-  r....I  a.*s.-.*.i- -.-.  : 
M  t:i  ;-'i  tl>--  ■..-I.-r..i  -li.-  day  :r..'rv.  It  uill  U*  a  v.-ry  ii-ini  «  .y-.  jt  tiit  \  a.-*  :.  :  '^^ 
pr-.yiriy  ;.ijl!.-l  ir.  -..rn-  in-rar  .-i-...  iJ.-p.rt  s.iy-.  :!...'  Kii-i''*.  Ij.-.id  i-  .  ..:  :T.  L:  Fav- 
<•:#•  ha-  L'"!!'  "V'-r  to  thi-  Auj-rriitii-v  I  hope  tLe  ttix  naiiijua  wili  oUerve  a  *c*>r:  t*c- 
irabry,  uh  wincL  your  naftty  dvjieutls." 
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fouTKl  "brother  Bill  well;  and  by  persevering  industry  he  has  much 
improved  the  place,  and  given  our  settlement  a  very  different  and 
highly  plea:!!'ng  as|>ect.  We  have  an  excellent  enclosed  pasture 
within  ei<]jht  rods  of  our  house,  and  j)lease  ourselves  with  the  pros- 
pect of  soon  enjoying  most  of  the  conveniences  of  settlements  of 
several  years  standing.  We  have  the  pros|)ect  throughout  the 
country  of  a  most  extraordinary  crop  of  wheat ;  ours  far  exceeds 
3ur  ex|K*cia lions,  and  corn  promises  60  or  70  bushels  to  the  acre. 
Dur  Hats  besjKiak  a  great  quantity  of  hay.(wild  grass.)  Respecting 
Lhe  Iiuiiaiis,  we  are  so  far  from  dreading  the  Six  Nations  (our  neigh- 
bors) that  we  consider  them  no  inconsiderable  securitv.  Thev 
navt'  'riven  us  the  most  satisfactory  proof  of  their  friendship.  We 
shall  not  be  troubled  by  the  southern  Indians.  I  am  happy  to  say 
that  on  second  view  of  the  Genesee  countrv,  I  am  confirmed  in  mv 
favorable  opinion  of  it.  We  have  received  a  great  increase  of  in- 
habitants the  winter  past.  Four  barns  were  raised  last  week  in 
Canandai^ua,  within  a  half  mile  distance.  Ontario,  from  a  dreary 
wildt^riiess  begins  to  put  on  the  appearance  of  a  populated  countr}\  " 
In  a  letter  to  his  uncle  James,  dated  in  August,  same  year,  he 
says :  —  *  The  Indians  have  returned  from  the  treaty(Pickering*s  at 
Newtown.)  highly  pleased.  The  inhabitants  now  do  not  even  think 
of  daniior  from  the  Six  Nations;  although  fears  are  entertained 
that  the  southern  Indians  will  attack  the  Six  Nations. " 

111  1791,  Oliver  Phelps,  First  Judge  of  Ontario  county  admits 
James  Wadsworth  to  practice  as  attorney  and  counsellor  "  to  enable 
persons  to  sue  out  writs  and  bring  actions,  which  at  the  present, 
for  want  of  attornies,  it  is  imjK>ssible  to  do. " 

The  Messrs.  Wadsworths*  from  vear  to  vear,  extended  their  far- 
ming  operations,  bringing  the  broad  sweep  of  flats  that  they  pos- 
sessed, under  cultivation,  and  stocking  it  with  cattle.  There  being 
no  access  to  markets  for  wheat,  they  raised  but  little,  but  were  early 
large  producers  of  corn.  Their  cattle  went  to  the  Philadelphia 
and  Baltimore  markets  principally ;  some  were  sold  to  new  settlers, 
and  some  driven  to  Fort  Niagara  and  Canada.  Independent  of 
their  cultivated  fields,  the  uplands  and  fiats  in  summer,  and  the 
rubhos  that  grew  in  abundance  upon  the  flats,  in  winter,  enabled 
them  to  increase  their  cattle  to  any  desire^^  extent.  The  present 
town  of  Rush,  upon  its  flats  had  extensive  meadows  of  rushes,  {x\x)n 
ivhich  their  cattle  were  herded  for  several  of  the  early  winters. 
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lani*  in  this  region,  had  had  the  effVct  to  stimnimte 
first,  to  create  a  stronz  Hi?f«o«ilion  for  American  land  ii:TcS3»?Ei 
Lar.d  ;.2er.ts  haH  flocked  to  Europe,  and  it  Is  no:  a!  ali  stranr.  r« 
irr-p-'^-irio'i*  had  l.»een  practiced,  aiid  ihni  niariv  had  beexL  •;:>  1*1 
mMeni  term.)  vict:m:2«ri.  The  reader  need  only  be  :i'ji.  Tzaci 
«iysr»'fn  f'i  O|'iera:;oris  had  been  canie^i  or.,  not  unlike  the  sj.:r<K 
a!.d  j'laViirjir  uj^-^n  pa;"ier.  which  previilel  in  I>36.  *7.  Mr  Waa- 
wortii  reached  Euroj*  at  a  peric»d  of  reaction,  and  vet-  "w.^r  ra* 
le>!!in'»nia-«  he  carrle*!  with  him.  added  to  the  confidence  be  Ji^nrst 
by  his  ^r^nity  of  defiortmeL;  and  manifest  inteOTty  of  purp-5ft.iy 
a  <io*.v  pr«>ce>s,  hU  mission  was  mainiy  successful.  He  v!«i:i-i  uc 
residi^  1  teinporaily  in  London.  Paris  and  AMsierdam.  Hi*  iev*^  « 
intri»iuc!ion.  cominj  fr^^m  hich  sources  in  this  country,  rave  r_=K- 
ce>5  v»  rrie  s-xriety  of  proniinerii  financial  men  of  thai  p«r>:»i.  zzjZ  arr 
dentaiiv  to  that  of  some  eininent  statesmen  and  schoiarsL     Farced  s 

m 

once  bv  the  coimtenance  and  friendshio  of  Sir  Wm,  Pal:e:«*T  ai 

.  .  . 

Mr.  C  v:uh"U!i.  and  in  Amsterdnm.  ^\';th  that  of  the  n>en:b«r5  ;f » 
H«.i!anl  Company,  amor.z  whom  was  one  eminent  statesmaii.  ac 
sevenil  who  occupied  a  hidi  position  as  bankers,  the  jrmr-z  : 
w.v.i^'iiir..  fr'»m  then  youiij  America,  was  enab!e«j  to  p'.LC?*  a 
so.f  u:  n  a  fav-ira*';?  fv?::r.2,  no:  or/iV  w::h  reference  ::•  :--e  ^iT-s 
d.rit»*  .  '•  ••c!>  •  f  hi«  h::^^:-*:'.  but  v.i:h  reference  :o  ih*:-?*  aiT_i-srs 
?.•;;•:  •■•  i  '  y  :*  •  r- • :  jr. ! ri vv!  n* .d  resi- : e r.ce.  He  re m 2iLtr*i  a:  r  - ii  311I 
th»*  ':>•  «•:' N"V.  :::>-rr,  ITi***,  In  all  ti;!?  :ime.  he  effrcie:  i  .trr^ 
:i:  .'iiv  • :'  s.iios,  a:..:  ;.  ::.ls  rr*;5>:«>ri  is  to  i-e  a::r::.u:ed  niaiT  c*3e 
i-r'*  J  ■  r-  ;  rir  :.:>::':<  :r. :"  is  rrjio::,  as  vve!!  as  ii:  oih^r  »rL-.ci  i 
ti.v  I":  t'.i  S'.atrs.  S..:;ie  r  rit-f  L-s:rac:s  :"r.  :n  his  corre<:t:i-jec« 
%»:.;••  ir-ii.  :-:►>>'?«<  r.'-: 'I'r.iy  I«x:ai.  *!*u:  iieiierjl  his:.:-r.Cil  jl'^- 
e-i".  ^-.i  iro  co:.:.:i:>.  :  iri  a  r.««:e  attached.  While  iz  L:o:a 
Mr.  W.i  i*'.v..r:h  Mitair.cd  a  co:rimissi'jn  ajeccv  from  S3  W.  jb 
r.  :-  y.  :':r  li.o  sa!e  of  !a:..:5  u\ou  r!»e  Mili  Tract  we<  \ 
I-  ■ llvr-r.  oir.brTii::: .:  *Ar.:ii  :*  r.nv  Ojier..  Pamia.  R  j^i.  C\l 

:.  ■      •    ::    :  lireo^:  .1:.:  W::v^:'a:: :.  :ry,Vi  Wiiii^a  S.x-  <<  Aa- 
'  "  *■■■••■    --i.e    ■:'  -he   :;-.m:s'..:..  low  HcLretta.  a::-:  rr. 

*.  ;'V'.  •■  '  Aj-  y  :  r  :;ir<.iir  ■  f  •  rrirr  :r;icN.  Ar-i  a.::r-:  ^  - 
•  <  -v  *  •  •  t  .  J.  :.cy  :'  -  :;:o  s  ■>  f  \i-  .:s  :?.  :r.e  GrLr-scv  c-  '^^t* 
'       ■■■  z  ''■■'•:.:  .J::   \\\i  :^- .   r:-  :i:. :   c-;.-:  Xew  Er  j \i:  :    l_:- 
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to  make  the  lagest  estate,  perhaps,  that  has  ever  been  mcemaixM 
in  the  United  Slates,  by  the  same  process. 

But  let  no  one,  while  viewing  the  broad  domains  of  wiiica  m 
died  possessed,  sup^^ose  that  they  came  to  him  in  the  absence  cc  3- 
dastrv,  economy,  pood  manrigrement,  or  of  long  vean  of  serct 
trial  and  embarrassments.  Defjendent,  chi  i:A\\  in  his  eariy  ensff* 
prises.  u[y>n  the  capital  of  others,  he  carried  along  through  an  «v 
tended  period  of  depression,  a  slow  growth  of  the  couDtry,  a  wa 
bore  heavily  upon  this  local  region  —  a  large  debt,  and  all  the 
and  vexations  which  it  carries  in  its  train.*  It  was  not  actl  4m 
war  of  1812  made  a  good  market  for  his  produce,  that  he  besisa 
be  relieved  from  embarrassment ;  his  large  clip  of  iroo!,  his  cask, 
grain,  and  the  produce  from  his  dairy,  enabled  him  to  rapuLyfr 
minish  his  indebtedness;  then  followed  a  few  years  of  depresaoo. 
then  came  that  great  measure  of  deliverance,  and  source  of  pm- 
perity  to  all  this  region,  the  Erie  Canal ;  and  participating  larzeJT  ■ 
his  pr^ssessions enablefl  him  to  do,  in  the  rapid  suivj^nce  in  the  riim 
of  real  estate,  in  the  facilities  for  market  that  it  at  once  afiardei 
freedom  from  debt,  unincumbered  wealth  that  was  soon  rated  if 
millions,  was  the  reward  of  his  eariy  wilderness  advent,  and  am 
half  a  century  of  industry  and  enterprise. 

In  a  hislor}'  of  pioneer  settlement,  such  as  this  is  intended  to  k. 
one  who  Ixire  so  conspicuous  a  part  in  it,  must  necessarilv  ocetcy 
a  considerable  space,  and  yet  one  entirely  inadequate  to  the  task  ■:* 
detailing  his  immediate  and  intimate  connection  with  the  zr^/^ 


"  Ir  I-  -:■■«■  r'^ilizif.j  ff-ru  ri»fw  Lin'i<     I  will  n»-v*-r  a-ivj—-  ;in«':hi  r  fh*  r.i  v  urttt  a. 
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and  iTOsjxTity  of  this  region.     His  biography  alone,  if  it  followed 

him  in  all  his  relations  to  our  local  region,  would  be  almost  its  early 

history.     To  say  that  his  was  a  useful  life,  would  be  but  a  natural 

detiuction  trom  his  early  advent,  and  his  leading  p;irticipation  in 

lay  in  l:  the  foundation  of  that  unexampled  prosjierity,  which  now 

exi>ts  in  a  region  that  he  entered,  the  wheels  of  his  cart,  and  shoes 

of  his  horse,  making  the  first  impress  of  civilization  upon  its  soil! 

The  abatement,  if  any,  from  his  life  of  usefulness,  would  be  the 

amount  o\  territorj*  he  encompassed,  and  held  on  to  with  a  tenacity, 

alm«^t  amounting  to  dotage,  or  an  inordinate  desire  to  |x>ssess  ex- 

tendeti  fields  and  forests.     This  ambition  was  first  excited  when  a 

youuir  adventurer,  on  his  way  to  Montreal,  in  company  with  John 

Jacoh  Astor,  to  seek  employment  as  a  school  teacher,  he  saw  an 

extensive  and  lieautiful  estate,  in  one  of  the  valleys  of  Vermont ; 

and  traveling  in  Europe,  a  few  years  afterwards,  making  a  sojourn, 

occ:u>ionally,  at  the  hospitable  seats  of  immense  land  proprietors,  he 

aeeins  to  have  been  confirmed  in  his  desire  for  a  similar  |x>sition, 

acd  to  have  steadily  pursued  his  object  in  after  life.    Great  landed 

estates  in  a  country  like  ours,  are  a  sore  evil ;  the  effects,  in  various 

ways,   bearing   heavily    and  vexatiously   upon    their    immediate 

neii:hU»rh»x>ds.     It  is  no  "  vote  yourself  a  farm"  spirit,  no  sympathy 

in  common  with  agrarianism,  that  dictates  the  expression  of  a  ho(^, 

that  bv  all  lei;al  means,  the  evil  mav  be  abated.     It  would  have 

been  tar  better  for  the  beautiful  Tallev,  where  Mr.  Wads  worth  cast 

his  lot  in  earlv  life,  and  with  which  he  became  so  intimatelv  blen- 

ded.  if  his  ambition  for  large  possessions  had  been  more  moilerate ; 

but.  "  nuiy  I  not  do  as  I  will  with  mine  own?  '*  is  an  interrogation 

be  mi'jht  well  have  opix>sed  to  those  who  cavilled  at  his  monopoljr 

of  the  soil.* 


•  At  '1  tlds  n'min«l!«  tho  author  »>f  an  aneciiotc  of  aii  «?arly  ind  Tpnenittxl  cotempuni- 
rr  ..f  Mr.  Wailsworth.thc  l;it«»  Auxnistiw  Toilfr.  The  ix««*wion  in  hw  fiiniilT  of -Gt«t 
L4aiiii."  a:i»i  all  \]w  nii»*t  »li-Mral»le  cnmmU  on  the  AnuTiOAii  riili*.  it  Nia^mra  Falli^ 
ar«l   the  t» nat-ity  with  whith  tht-v  weiv  h«UL  when  impn^venwuts  werv  aniurht  to 


n:ji  ••  -t  iH-iiViTsatiMii  ::piii  the  t«arly  hl-itttn-  **i  all  ihl*  mnon  :  hb»  ]x*ri4i^nal  namtivo, 
a^/  >.  j:-ri  with  hb*  early  ailveiittiw  in  the  wiMernetH. hi*  rorly  rws  *jHUt  in  sunev- 
!•**•>.  .t'.. J •%  t  no •unttnni:  harxliJiitm  ami  privati«imi:  hii*  afttfr  louf  viars  uf  toil  At 
tin.  •  .-t  xf  tla.<«  iuti-nuw.  Miilt'nn^  umler  budilv  infirmilkii,  paiUy  aiiMHiu<*ut  upon 
til  il.t^  he  olvcrrvU  : — "^uw  you  Iiat«  mj  wWo  )u^uxj;  yoa'hAve  «ma  how  I 
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At  an  earty  period  —  almost  as  soon  as  the  farxBing  openDxss 
the  Wads^vorths  were  fairiv  commenced — ^James  Wadsw^itriiii 
much  of  his  attention  to  agricultural  improTements.    He  ooaj  be  ri 
to  have  given  the  impetus,  in  this  state,  to  the  zpfUcx^ocoi  icaat, 
the  heeding  of  the  simple  teaching  of  nature,  the  ek;^ci*~<fi  ct  ha 
labor  from  mere  uninstructed  handicrafts  to  the  position  asiititf  j» 
nity  it  has  been  rapidly  assuming.     He  had  cotemporaries.  o.^ooer 
tors  —  there  were  perhaps  those  before  him  in  the  state,  wzo  U 
labored  in  the  same  field  —  but  be  had  entered  upon  the  w.xs  lii 
an  earnestness,  with  practical  views,  and  aided  with  his  p<fl  fli 
his  purse,  e&ctuai  measures,  that  helped  to  mark  a  new  ioi 
agricultural  improvements.     Practical  in  his  views  upon  si  n^ 
jects,  his  theories  and  recoounendations  occupied  the  middle  r^ 
between  a  judicious  and  healthy  reform  in  the  cultivatzoa  d  it 
earth,  and  stock  breeding,  and  the  extravaiiancies  of  mere  t^ndft 
The  practicability  and  the  usefulness  o(  a  thing  with  him  wen 
allied.     Had  he  been  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Jefierson,  his  spirit  '^t  < 
prise  may  have  dictated  theerectioo  of  asawmilliipoDa&eidacflBl 
to  be  propeDed  by  wind,  but  before  he  had  ventured  vpou  zat  0* 
periment,  he  would  have  seen  bow  his  saw  k^  were  to  be  i^cil 
the  steep  ascent. 

His.  was  a  mind  too  active  to  repose  upon  the  piestsuMd 
wealth,  or  fall  into  supineness  and  inactivity,  when  the  stni:tiiiB*< 
gain  had  in  a  measure  subsided.  It  reached  out  after  n^'^  crii 
when  old  ones  were  accomplished.  Educati«>n-  —  etiocan'Hi  rt 
masses,  allied  to  p'^itical  economy,  in  all  its  later  je-^n.  :eci 
with  him,  i{  not  a  hobby,  an  object  of  inter^se  interest.  He 
unmin*iful  of  the  higher  interests  of  religi*)n.  but  even  tb^>«e  se  w^tJ 
have  made  sec»>ndary  ir*  th^  econ  "-n-.y  of  lire,  believing  tn^:  -^iuc* 
tion  of  the  mind  was  the  broaii  superstrucrare  uj»q  'xh-oh  iil  J 
spiritual  as  well  as  temporal  good  5h»:*ul«i  be  bisetl  As  the  r'S-^ai 
of  property,  he  urged  upon  the  wealthy  oi  the  state,  tv  ^v  -ic  Ju 
peals,  that  it  had  no  security  short  o(  the  educad«>a  •:>"  the  --i»— 
out  of  which  ri!otie  w  ud  j'«-."  a  respect  for  the  '.^.-Ti.  ?.-,:  ^ 
rights.  He  was  the  patn>n  of  J.  Orville  Tayi-:*r.  in  his  -Er^t  -•j** 
roents ;  had  essays  uf»xi  education,  upon  political  ecocmciv.  t. 
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and  prosperity  of  this  region.  His  biography  alone,  if  it  followed 
him  in  all  his  relations  to  our  local  region,  would  be  almost  its  early 
history.  To  say  that  his  was  a  useful  life,  would  be  but  a  natural 
deduction  from  his  early  advent,  and  his  leading  participation  in 
laying  the  foundation  of  that  unexampled  prosperity,  which  now 
exists  in  a  region  that  he  entered,  the  wheels  of  his  cart,  and  shoes 
of  his  horse,  making  the  first  impress  of  civilization  upon  its  soil ! 
The  abatement,  if  any,  from  his  life  of  usefulness,  would  be  the 
amount  of  territory  he  encompassed,  and  held  on  to  with  a  tenacity, 
almost  amounting  to  dotage,  or  an  inordinate  desire  to  possess  ex- 
tended fields  and  forests.  This  ambition  was  first  excited  when  a 
young  adventurer,  on  his  way  to  Montreal,  in  company  with  John 
Jacob  Astor,  to  seek  employment  as  a  school  teacher,  he  saw  an 
extensive  and  beautiful  estate,  in  one  of  the  valleys  of  Vermont ; 
and  traveling  in  Europe,  a  few  years  afterwards,  making  a  sojourn, 
occasionally,  at  the  hospitable  seats  of  immense  land  proprietors,  he 
seems  to  have  been  confirmed  in  his  desire  for  a  similar  position, 
and  to  have  steadily  pursued  tiis  object  in  after  life.  Great  landed 
estates  in  a  country  like  ours,  are  a  sore  evil ;  the  efiects,  in  various 
ways,  bearing  heavily  and  vexatiously  upon  their  immediate 
neighborhoods.  It  is  no  "  vote  yourself  a  farm"  spirit,  no  sympathy 
in  common  with  agrarianism,  that  dictates  the  expression  of  a  hope, 
that  by  all  legal  means,  the  evil  may  be  abated.  It  would  have 
been  far  better  for  the  beautiful  vallev,  where  Mr.  Wadsworth  cast 
his  lot  in  early  life,  and  with  which  he  became  so  intimately  blen- 
ded, if  his  ambition  for  large  possessions  had  been  more  moderate ; 
but,  "may  I  not  do  as  I  will  with  mine  own?"  is  an  interrogation 
be  might  well  have  opposed  to  those  who  cavilled  at  his  monopoly 
of  the  soil.* 


•  And  tbia  rcmindB  the  author  of  an  anecdote  of  an  early  and  venerated  cotempon- 
ry  of  Mr.  Wadgworth,  the  late  Auffiistiw  Porter.  The  poesewdon  in  hk  familj  of  "  Goat 
lidiind/'  and  all  the  most  desirable  tppounds  on  the  Aniorieitn  side,  at  Niagara  Fallsi, 
•nd  the  tenacity  with  which  they  were  lield,  when  improvements  were  80Ufi;ht  to 
be  made,  had  occasioned  much  o^  murmuring  and  fiiult  fiudinff,  in  wliich  the  au- 
-fiior,  as  the  editor  of  a  paper  in  the  same  county,  liad  participated!  occasionally  giving 
some  thrusts  at  what  used  to  be  called  the  "  monopoly.'  *  While  engaged  in  a  preceding 
liistorical  work,  the  old  gentleman  had  kindly  given  him  the  benefit  of  days  ana 
nights  of  conversation  upon  the  early  history  of  afi  this  region  ;  his  personal  narrative, 
that  began  with  his  early  adventures  in  the  wilderness,  his  early  years  spent  in  survey- 
or's camp8»  encountering  hai-dship  and  privations ;  his  after  long  years  of  tuiL  At 
tlie  close  of  this  interview,  suifcnng  under  bodily  infijrmities*  pastly  consequent  upon 
t&  thifl^  he  oheerved : — "Now  you  have  my  whole  history;  you  have  seen  how  I 
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At  an  early  period  —  almost  as  S(X>n  as  the  farming  openi.  -ivi 
the  WadsN^orths  were  fairlv  commenced — James  Wadswi  r:r.  .i:! 
much  of  his  attention  to  agricultural  improvements.  He  mav :-  id 
to  have  iiiven  the  im])etus,  in  tliis  state,  to  the  application  ofs.  r'^t 
the  heeding  of  the  simple  teaching  of  nature,  the  elt.-.'*li^u  •>:  .-a 
labor  from  mere  uninslrucled  handicraft,  to  the  position  andrh-tj 
nity  it  has  been  rapidly  assuminir.  He  had  cotemporaries.  cvCtt 
tors  —  there  were  perhaps  those  before  him  in  the  state,  ut..-  hk 
labored  in  the  same  field  —  but  he  had  entered  upon  the  wf^ri  wa 
an  earnestness,  with  practical  views,  and  aided  with  his  [«l  aol 
his  purse,  effectual  measures,  that  hel|)ed  to  mark  a  new  en  z 
agricultural  improvements.  Practical  in  his  views  upon  aii  si 
jects,  his  theories  and  recommendations  occupied  the  middle  :;pxal 
between  a  judicious  and  healthy  reform  in  the  cultivation  otii 
earth,  and  stock  breeding  and  the  extravagancies  of  mere  thwris* 
The  practicability  and  the  usefulness  of  a  thing  with  him  wereahn? 
allied.  Had  he  been  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  hi?  spirit  ^'i' eta- 
prise  may  have  dictated  the  erection  of  a  saw  mill  upon  an  em.nenft 
to  be  propelled  by  wind,  but  before  he  had  ventured  upon  ibe  Or 
periment,  he  would  have  seen  how  his  saw  logs  were  to  be  ^t^ 
the  steep  ascent. 

His,  was  a  mind   too  active  to  repose  upon  the  possess::* ^J* 
wealth,  or  fall  into  supineness  and  inactivity,  when  the  siinr.ih.*'* 
gain  had  in  a  measure  subsided.     It  reached  out  at'ter  new  *>rji(!^ 
when  old  ones  were  accomplished.     Education.  — education  ••:'  tke 
masses,  allied  to  political  economy,  in  all  its  later  years.  !-:c:ic» 
with  him,  if  not  a  hobby,  an  object  of  intense  interest.     He  waswi 
vmnindful  of  the  higher  interests  of  religion,  but  even  those  he  \^*^ 
have  made  secondary  in  the  economy  of  lite,  believimr  that  o'oc* 
tifNi  of  the  mind  was  the  broad  superstructure  upon  which  .1!.  U 
mi  as  well  as  temporal  good  should  be  based.     As  the  |-'>m'v^t 
perty,  he  urged  upon  the  wealthy  of  the  state,  by  >:f.^  ..•:;■ 
V  that  it  had  no  security  short  of  the  education  of  the  iwisfB 
on  of  which  alone  woud  iirow  a  respect  tor  the  !;iu<,  M.i  -.  jw 
X^ta.    He  was  the  patron  of  J.  Orvilie  Taylor,  in  his  firs:  ii\»^ 

viti;  had  essays  upon  education,  upon  political  ecunomv,  triCC 


^^^^  IpMW*«;  upon  thowhnle.  <!.►  vi-ii  mi  rhirk  M..V  I  ^h».'il-:  ?-s"  - 
*»  «■ aagingtt  ■■  Imm  suite  my  rlmin-  *ft!i.|  in.'linatT.n-r"     Th.  r.   w>  sc 
"  ^wj  of  nmting  the  rebuke,  ur  ani^wehxig  the  interm-M  rr 
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printed  and  distributed  through  the  state,  at  his  own  expense  ;  en- 
listed  newspapers  in  tlie  cause  of  education,  by  paying  them  for 
setting  apart  a  space  for  its  discussion ;  aided  i-n  the  establishment 
of  the  District  School  Journal,  and  paid  salaries  to  public  lecturers, 
to  go  through  the  State,  and  arouse  public  attention  to  its  impor- 
tance. If  the  system  of  District  School  Libraries  did  not  originate 
with  him,  (as  there  are  some  reasons  to  suppose  it  did,)  it  had  the 
benefit  of  his  early  and  efficient  aid.  In  the  way  of  agricultural 
improvement,  he  had  essays  printed  and  distributed,  and  was  an 
early  and  efficient  patron  of  Judge  Buel,  in  the  starting  of  the 
Cultivator,  at  Albany 

A  love  of  order,  system  and  regularity,  was  one  of  his  leading 
characteristics.  This  is  strikingly  exhibited  in  his  correspond- 
ence, and  the  careful  manner  in  which  it  was  preserved;  and 
equally  so  in  the  written  instructions  to  his  agents.  His  office 
clerks  he  reminded  of  the  maxim  :  —  "  Every  thing  in  its  place,  and 
a  place  for  every  thing ;"  and  they  were  forbidden  to  hold  any  con- 
versations with  those  who  came  to  the  office  to  do  business,  on 
the  subject  of  party  politics,  but  instructed  to  interest  themselves, 
and  hold  conversations  "in  reference  to  schools,  atid  the  means  of 
their  improvement."  His  out-door  clerk,  or  farm  agent,  was  in- 
structed to  "  frequently  visit  every  farm,  make  suggestions  to  ten- 
ants ;  see  how  they  manage  affiiirs,  see  that  every  farm  has  growing 
upon  it  good  and  wholesome  fruit ;  look  to  the  compost  heaps  and 
manure ;  see  that  the  premises  are  made  conducive  to  health."  All 
short  comings,  negligencies,  and  slovenly,  or  bad  management,  you 
are  to  report  to  the  office.  Your  inquiries  should  be :  —  "  Are  the 
gates  in  good  order  ?  Is  the  wood -pile  where  it  ought  to  be  ?  Are  the 
grounds  around  the  house  kept  in  a  neat  and  wholesome  manner  ? 
Are  the  sheds,  and  yard  fence  around  the  bam  in  a  good  state  of  re- 
pair ?  The  land  agent  should  make  suggestions  to  the  tenants  on 
the  leading  principles  of  good  husbandry,  with  frequent  reference 


KoTK. — In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Troup,  after  ho  had  succeeded  to  the  Pultoney  agencv,  in 
1805,  Mr.  Wadsworth  urffcs  tJie  setting  aj)art  of  land  in  each  township  "  for  a  sciiool 
bouae, raeetifig house,  j^lebe,  and  parsonage,"  He  adds : — "I  am  not  Buporetitioiis,  but 
I  believe  in  Christianity ;  I  am  no  partisan,  but  I  behove  in  the  piety  of  patriot- 
ium  ;  and  amidst  the  afflictions  of  this  wayward  world,  it  aj)pciir8  to  mo  that  the  sweet- 
est couB<»lation8  that  attend  advanced  life,  is  a  recollection  of  substantial  benefits  con- 
ferrctl  upon  our  country  of  having  contributed  our  fiUl  mite  to  the  improvement  and 
Imppiness  of  our  fellow  men  ;  especially  to  that  portion  of  them  whoso  (ki?tinics  are  in- 
fluenced more  or  low  by  our  decisions,  and  by  the  situations,  which,  under  Frovidenco, 
we  are  placed." 
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to  sound  nK^rals,  foaaded  on  the  sanction  of  reE^on  anid 
reasoning;  and  also  the  anappreciable  importance  of  the 
cation  of  voath,  and  of  a  Tigrilant  attention  to  tbe  vtate  d 
mon  schools  in  the  lessees'  district  Shade  trees  must  be  i 
each  house.  From  a  look  or  two  about  the  garden  or  bouK. 
can  easily  ascertain  if  the  occupant  drinks  bitters  in  the  mor 
or  whiskey  with  his  dinner.  If  he  drinks  bitters,  voa  will  & 
garden  full  of  weeds." 

To  a  natural  love  of  rural  ffcenery,  skirted  and  dotted  wi!b>< 
and  riiade  trees,had  been  added  obsenration  in  Eurcqiean  Xtit^  v 
time  had  enhanced  their  beauty  and  value.  In  En^and.  3 
be  had  learned  to  love  trees,  and  appreciate  the  importancp  cff 
preservation ;  and  in  nothing  has  he  so  distinctly  left  trace?  of 
self,  as  in  the  beautiful  woodland  scenery  and  Diagmficeni  i 
trees,  so  much  admired,  in  the  immediate  valley  of  tbe  Ges 
With  the  sanie  forecast  that  enabled  him  to  estimate  the  pro 
tive  value  of  lands,  he  saw  far  ahead  what  this  whole  regkmii 
beginning  to  realize,  the  evil  of  destroying  the  native  forests, 
out  planting  and  rearing  trees  for  future  practical  uses,  as  v 
ornament 

The  personal  character  of  Mr.  Wadsworth  may  nxjrfy  be 
red  from  this  imperfect  sketch  of  him.  as  the  Koneer  and  f;< 
of  settlements.  Almost  his  entire  historv  is  blended  with  ±a 
region  —  its  early  settlement  and  progress ;  though  he  tr*Dk  i 
interest  in  public  affairs,  it  was  in  the  retirement  erf"  yf^riL 
from  which  he  would  seem  to  have  never  had  a  di5po<:t5v«a 
drawn  by  any  allurements  of  official  stations.  His  private  < 
pondence,  the  ability  with  which  he  discussed  various  snbin 
political  economy,  scientific  acnriculture  and  education,  eri 
clear,  sound  judgment,  strengthened  by  judicious,  practical 
ing ;  indeed,  his  library,  like  all  the  appointments  of  his  fam 
stock,  his  dwelling,  and  his  garden,  is  chosen  with  a  strict  rej 
utility.  "  He  was,"  (says  a  surviving  cotemporary,  *  )  "^  a  e.xJ 
of  men  —  seldom  empd  in  his  estimation  of  them  —  and  reJv: 
on  his  judirment,  was  even  arbitrary  in  the  withholding  and  b 
al  of  confidence.  He  had  not  the  elements  of  popularitv :  o 
had,  did  not  choose  to  make  them  available ;  usually  absor 
the  cares  of  business,  or  some  favorite  stud  v.  he  was  n*«erv« 


lio:  <      i*   \\'^v.'  i  exoro'io  lii'.e  convon?a::oi::ii  }vwor«.  no:  i:*..:r.i\c\J 


*  m  •  « 

^ :  • " ■.  •• .  <  V r.  ^:  ::e r  J  a :  v.o <.  w  a s  w  \. !«\l  : v"»  h is  ohil . iren  :  t !:u<  *  ■: ::  •   :  j  : : ". .' 


m  •  • 

••,-.-»     ->.»^     •.-<    ■-.  •  1^-1    i-»'^     '»>     r.  'V^'     \\'1f'**"r*    i*f»r  ^'''n*'  ^'"t?    '<    **'.!*    i"*'   '"'"  "I'l* 

•     •  • 

r^:  r  -o*.::i:.vi*   of  I  ho    Rr/..<;i  liovcr:::r.O!-.t>      ll-<  sor.    W:  !  .-.n 

zz-  ^     :■--.*  •■-  ''\-:'\      :  \i  .  ■  •  -*  ■  .  .  ■  :  \":'*^\      ^  ■•    :'  .  H    »'  >.        ■;  -  ■    ^   : 

«  W  ^■-  •""■  •■^"  ■•  •  «._         •■  ••'  ■'.'"•' *  'i-.   .■•-"■  -  •  m. 

1*        ,      .^-a  .^.'.■..  I         ..%'*  ...^..iVVa.^ti'.  ••  • «.••■•. 

•  .  ■  1  ■  ■  *■  •  •  %■  _  ■  .,  '  . 

^i  -         ■•■-'..'..:-.  :■.'-.'       '^   ..*.-•.  '^  "   -.1  ;    —     >    .  ^     .    n       •        *: 

«>*  «■■•'■  ■  *■ 

_^  ^^                   *■■»«•                              m                                    •    mu         9           ^m  .■^•-              •            ■            m             ••■■•.                            "*".                   ■■•■■ 

■  "■•■••■                                                                               "                                                                                                  * 

JH  .                                 ^                         .-V                         _fc-.-t.               ^.                                .1.*           ^^                   N            .  ,       ..^*      .             N       -       -    .-             •                                                             -             • 

— .-  -  -                                                                                                                                                                                    •■■_.' 

»%    .      «  .  _  *     I      *.■• i';ii:.i-...-.^        .       "  ....^ 

I        -  -  -■      ■■     w    ■       ' ■        --v-  -  ■         '.■*■■■  «v'    •    ■        •■  :  .      - 


T   .  .  c  .  ■  :  -■.  ■■.■.: 


:,  -  :    --."v      ■*  •■    ■:"  .    *•■      :  '  [  •  "   .<■*■«■  v  :<    ■«;   .■»  ^■.  ;  :   '.*-.■  ■* .     V;«r:  :■.•:•*" 

^  ^  ■•...■>..•'■■.•.•  J  "  ->.-■■. -"w  :.]•"  "..*."-  ".■  J  ".'.  .::  •■■.t  '_i'  ;»'.i*  •..•■.•■-•■  .. 
«i — ^  _-  •"*  ■'  •'  ':,<.•'  S-.-.-i'-^ '..  jr."  .--"•...•>•.  I.  :>  4  »•  ".■*  •  .".■• 
u-  :  -   •..  ':    -   -^ >■.*:•:    •  ■.     ■  ■'.•■  ''i*  wi*:.— .  !•  :■.•,■;  :  .»••.■•.*  —  ::•■  T.*^-  i-'»  — 


344 


FHKT.PS  AXD  GOBHAMS  PCBCHAa: 


Af2*r-.  rr    ^^^ 


W.v!5'V'>r:h.  -vho  rr.^rr:-:'i  the  'laushter  of 

•-^"'.      "s    ■■.    r.-^r  ••-  -s-  •.-•*•*    f^-  i      r-    ■.  -  5'.-.-     ijii.    r  ',a    ^^yutf^*^-*       --       ?     —   nm 

over. '-:<«  a  :r .v:  ^v..?r:-  of  the  r&liev  of  ::,r  G^rL?-=*r.  T':.  -  ijs. 
\z.  co:.vr  ."i-rrice  of  :he  :i:>c*rr.ce  of  the  sTirriTinr  ri*t*r.  ii>:  ".'1^  » 
f.r::.':!r«  -'f  :.!•  :.rc::.er.    :^to".tv3   Lhe  er.Tsr?  mr.tr*-':^-*    •-  a 

;'wi:  r.ur.-rr  vj^  i-.ttt.-.  '.r.--  :r':cu  o:  vr:. :  ;a:.^:=  :  ri:  or^*^  -.m-  .^  1*1 
7«eno::r.r-3.  r.  •:  0:1  !r  :r.  rrfrrer.ce  :o  :he  e«:a:-*  :•.«*?-.:.  '::':l:  -a-M  r«- 

.*r.*r  .  •     .     .  ^    ..  -  .—  -•r.r?,  ...     •^:..i...  ?•.•  .-i.  ^^  •^£...«e^.  ,* ."^.S**-    ■  »  .-  BE 

f  '5    •',•*■.-»-.'      -     T-  '     -*    i  __     •   •  -,    •-  ^     '■•■  '.T  /"j*    r  •■."""     '   —  "T*"  '  ^     •■   i    j--.-   T-S      "Ti 

-r-'r    rr    '. --.i-   '^r    •-  ;.  i.'^r'-*'-"    •  '■•    ■■•'■  r-*    t5  —  ''T  "j*-'' 5*^  TV*--   *'•'  •V-  ''■■.*"^M. 
....    ..     ^    J     ,  •  •  Vc     T'i    "^"^  ^'     ''*■  Gr**'  .'"<»•'»  W  '     *•     '•'    "Tr**--!-  -j-r 


^'•rv. ':^r  r:T..  '-"r:.-- rv.tr  ::?*::::.. -l::^•:l  :-   r^L-^i^": 


.  T  • 


i   *V- 


■  ^  ;    t  t—  .*- 


"  -  /■ 


w^m'  i^t-  • 


r  -- •  -^ 


;.  •  r-r:\:r.  v 


X'.--  .-i 


■  i  ^^  ^.  .'_- . 


ij 


...*■■  r 


>  .C    . .  ...  CT     .  .    V  ■  V.   '     .^ 


I.*. 


FHELFS   AKD    OORIIA^t^S   PUBCHASE.  845 

In  the  primitive  division  of  Ontario  into  Districts,  the  second 
district.  Gcneseo,  embraced  all  west  of  the  east  line  of  the  present 
towns  c»f  Piltsford.  iMendon,  Richmond.  The  first  town  meeting 
for  the  **  District  of  Geneseo, "  was  hel<l  at  Canawacnis,  April  9, 
1701,  John  Ganson  was  chosen  Sup.  David  Bullen,  T.  C.  Other 
town  ufiicers :  Gad  Wads  worth,  Nathan  Perrv,  Amos  Hall.  Israel 

m 

Stone,  Edward  Carney,  Hill  Carney,  J  no.  Ball,  Isaiah  Thompson, 
Benj.  Gardner,  John  Lusk,  Jasper  Marvin,  Norris  Humphrey. 

It  will  be  observed  that  these  officers  were  distributed  throughout 
the  entire  settled  resxion  west  of  the  line  named  above.  It  used  to  b(* 
alledL'e<l  that  a  little  feeling  of  aristocracy  had  thus  early  crept  into 
the  backwoods,  and  manifested  itself  in  the  choice  of  sujwrvisor — 
ihoes.  moccasins,  and  bare  feet,  were  the  order  of  the  day,  but "  Capt 
Ganson,  "'glor}'ing  in  the  possession  of  a  p:iir  of  boots,  the  choice 
fell  upon  him. 

The  town  meeting  in  1703,  was  held  at  "  Miles  Gore,"  Lima  ; 
Amos  Ilall  was  elected  Supervisor.  This  year,  most  of  all  the 
early  roads  in  Livingston,  east  part  of  Monroe,  and  west  part  of 
Ontario,  were  laid  out  and  recorded.  Store  and  tavern  licenses 
were  granted  to  Gilbert  R.  Berrv,  Win.  Wadsworth,  Simon  Stone. 
Elijah  Flowers,  Pierce  and  Ransom,  John  Johnson,  Donald  Mc- 
Donald, Elijah  Starr,  Abel  Willey,  Peter  Simm%  Nathaniel 
Fowler,  James  Rogers,  Wm.  Hencher,  Abner  Migells,  Nathaniel 
Perry.  Chris tojiher  Dugan. 

At  that  early  period,  when  stock  of  all  kinds  ran  in  the  woods. 
car  marks  were  appended.  It  is  presumecl  that  nearly  all  of  the  in- 
habitant.-'  had  their  peculiar  marks  recorded.  In  many  of  the  old 
town  books,  the  picture  of  a  hog  or  a  sheep^s  ear,  is  drawn,  with 
each  man's  mark  delienated  opposite  his  name.  In  I70G,  there 
were  upon  the  town  hooks  of  the  district  of  Geneseo,  the  following 
names  of  those  who  had  chosen  ear  marks,  in  all  the  wide  region 
we>t  of  East  Bloomfield  to  the  western  boundaries  of  the  State. 
There  is  no  other  form  in  which  so  manv  Pioneer  names  are  r<?- 
corded : — 


nr»xc  lil-i  jt  •i..M'M»  rrilnriK'S,  ami  a  ycirly  income  of  ab««it  $fiOO.  In  hiAwilLhc  conrtitu- 
:»->i  lit-  ii!<Mt 'ii-'itf  lu-tr<  it''  iriistt^-^  ItK  niaiiuf^i'inoiit  tli-volvt'S  upon  JaincctS.  Wailri- 
vitrtli.  »j:li|it  wliii'b  it  i«.tarryin:f  t»nttIioilt->iin»-«*  <»f  its  fuunilor,  ana pn)n)L«(>s  t«»KH'omc 
oiie«>t  ihi-  i:i:^:<'<>t  Li^rarirs  in  the  State.  He  j:::iTc;itl(MHH)  the  innjmcuf  whioli  is  to  be 
cnip!<'V<"l  in  ;Ite  i'vliu-atioii  t*f  any  iiKliiireiit  rclativo.  IleaLjo  ^avo  ;gtllMHH).  tin- in- 
coice  vi  which  is  to  be  devoted  to*  the  benefit  of  the  common  tchooln  of  the  State. 
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Benjamin  Gardner, 
Perez  Gardner, 
J.  P.  Sears 
Clark  Peck, 
Ja^KT  Marvin, 
John  Alger 
John  Gairdner, 
John  Minor, 
Solomon  Horey, 
Amos  Hall, 
Asa  Baker, 
Samuel  Barker, 
Paul  Davison, 
Samuel  Baker,  jr^ 
Elijah  Morgan, 
Thi>mas  Pock, 
Svlvester  Marvin, 
Nathaniel  Fowler, 
"Wm.  Harris, 
Ebenezer  Merry, 
Jacob  Wright, 
Abraham  Wright, 
S.  C.  BnK^kway, 
Elisha  Watle, 
Stephen  Tucker, 
Amariah  Bates, 
JiW.  Wricht, 
John  Parka, 
John  GauA)n, 
Davifl  Seymour, 
Alexander  Forsyth, 
John  Beach, 
Reuben  Thaver, 
Xaihaniil  ifunger. 


HeniT  Redding, 
Josepn  Smith, 
Adna  Heacock, 
Marvin  Gatea^ 
Daniel  Gates, 
Phineas  Bates^ 
A^ahel  Burchell, 
Ebenezer  Sprague, 
Simon  Tiffimy, 
Ezra  Burchell, 
Seth  Lewis, 
Alexander  Ewing, 
Gad  Wadsworth, 
Wm,  Markham, 
Ebenezer  Merry, 
WnL  Wadsworth, 
Jed.  Cummings, 
Benjamin  Thompson, 
Lorm  Wait, 
Thomas  Lee, 
Richard  Wait, 
Wm.  Moore, 
John  Barnes, 
David  Davis, 
Samuel  Goodrich, 
Gershom  Beacb, 
Daniel  Fox, 
Aaron  Lyon, 
William  'Layton, 
Hezekiah  Fox, 
Joseph  Baker, 
2^bulon  Moses, 
Asahel  Warner, 


Tim. 

John  Rhodes 
David  Bailey, 
ThoDUH  Mig«Ds 
Thea  Sheuherd, 
Ransom  raiith. 
PhiliD  SimiD^ 
Davia  Markham. 
Reuben  Heath. 

Daniel  Wrigkk 
JoB^  Arthur. 
P.  andJ.Shcfc 
Jos.  Morgan, 
EDOflHaart. 
Abel  Wikey, 
John  Morgan. 
Asa  B.  MmiDOB^ 
David  a  Moigia. 
Samnel  BnUea. 
Samael  Steven^ 
George  Gardner, 
Josef^  NortoB, 
Jefiw  PangbcBi^ 
Joel  Harver, 
David  Beaton, 
Jervmiah  Olmsttd. 
Joshua  Whttnev. 
David  Pienoa,' 
Justos  Minaid. 
Jonathan  OeoU, 
Abicl  Gaidncr. 
Ezekiel  Chambedn, 
Benjamin  P)anooik 


V 


The  location  of  the  Wadsworths  at  Geneseo,  made  that  point  Af 
nucleus  of  a  considerable  neighborhood,  though  for  manj  j«i» 
there  was  but  a  small  cluster  of  buildings.  The  business  of  the 
new  settlements  was  divided  between  Geneseo,  **  Old  Leicester.' 
and  Williamsburg.  The  Wadsworths  resided  in  their  primitire  kf 
house  until  1794.  when  they  built  a  large  block  house  on  the  site  of 
the  old  Wadsworth  mansion.  About  1804,  they  had  erected  lk 
upright  part  of  the  present  building,  a  large  square  roofed  ho0t 
that  made  an  imposing  appearance  in  a  region  of  log  houses,  trfuff 
1  framed  house  of  anv  size  was  a  raritv.  The  earlv  clerk  rf 
James  Wadsworth,  after  he  had  opened  his  land  office,  was  Sand 
B.  Walley,  an  Englishman,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Dudlev  Marvin:  l» 
was  succeeded  by  Andrew  McNabb,  who  went  into  the  Balhta^ 
office ;  Joseph  W.  Lawrence  was  first  blacksmith  in  Geneseo.  He 
removed  to  Michigan,  where  he  died  in  1845.  Anionc  the  proit- 
rient  early  settlers,  were :  —  Lemuel  B.  Jenninsr?,  Beniamin  Sq""* 
Wm.  Crossett,  Rodman  Clark,  Wm.  Findlay,  David  FindUy-  ^ 
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^a^!y  .15  1«(M.  Mr.  W-^.^swv^rth  vis:t«:\?  M;ir!lvrv*i:di.  Cor.y.ectlcu!, 
k~.:  e\.''h:i:*o>.i  Imt-.J?  :>r  lAr.ns.  thi:s  iniuoin^  5ever.1l  fa:ri::«  to 
>^:- -^ve.  who  si-^.txl  on  :ho  roavi  lt*av{!:*ir  "o  Cort^sv.?.  arronc  whom 

■-«-.*.>  r^.»v:,:  Kr.oo.uiJ  :  rheir  location  wiis  earv  cr.llovi  ~  M:ir!S?pvj4| 

^^  •  » 

Pre  e.ir!y  r.v:vh;int<  atGer.eseo  worv  Minor  &  Ha!!.  In  ISCo, 
-T.-e  .*"*  :r*-*  rm:.  }\x.\  i\is\  at  Or.e:d.i  Cas:!^.  or  hi?  way  to  New 

Tr-*  rr.^r.vve:*.:  o:\rv  iv.ervhart  ot"  Gores^v^  \\-:a5  the  late  Ma'or 
^"V  ■•  H  S.vr.o:»r.  He  w.i<  :Hv:i  F.a<:  Ha.iv!ar'.\  Conn.  Arrivir.^ 
n;.'-*  -r;*  G-.v*.c*<v-?  R.ver  in  ISiV?,  with  ?i<  rAi»  i::v>n  h>  <hou.vier.he 
=*^/^  A  P-yr.eor  o:'  •  F.".:r:?o!sl  "  r.-rv  Or:er. :  brt*ak!n^:r.:.^  the  \vi!3er- 
:r«e*«  v;  Ru<h  or.v<.  aSr.it  a  :r.i:e  ea^t  o:*  Sixr.oors  Bji<':>.   he  built 

■^  j-r.-  7  •  r.v>!"  of  them  in  or.hi>  Kiok  :  built  a  <a\\  ::*:■!.  ;^r..i  *r.  al::t:e 
^-f-  .-,  vo.^r  o!e.ir:\*  n*>v  acres.  Gettiv.jr^aviv  for  h:< <i\w  mi'.!  irons* 
be  '\--n:  to  Conr.ec:iou:.  a:\i  brou-rht  then^  a!!  the  wav  t"Kv»i  there 
'^^:>.  An  ovteani.  In  ISiVI  he  struck  the  first  Kow  in  Ricn.  making 
xr.  'Tvniv  J.  and  erecting  a  hoii»  for  Mr.  Wa.i?worth.  a  n;i!e  and  a 

•  -  « 

^yf  s•.^u:hea^:  o:'  Churchville. 

In    l<0o  he  w.:>  in.^n.vvl  bv  ^fr.  ^V;^^sw^^^rh  to  t:\ke  an  intervs! 

m  '!—'•»»     <•  V*V  '■*"*    '*vW^<  •''"'  t^»*  ^V'-V*     ^'^  b*'<'re*<S  ^T't***  "^•V^    ■*<  <***- 
At    >  I  ■"  -    \'Vl'*i*-^*      X**  '     t^-"**V*  \V-^^>"*  '•^f'V  rf>  ^'"'v*  Y**"*"^  fill*     }»-^  •— •  1,% 

*r-^r.\c^\?  A  wi  ^-^  rtr" ''-'..     His  *.\\?s  came  bv  the  \x-a?er  r'»t:te  frvvn 

■  m  -  • 

^-.■— —  ——■..*.•-...'*..   1  V***--*-  •"*i.''j>   h"<  "'•"^  t  "^^k^LV*    ^-^''-'^   ■•^»'*^    •»'"5 
«    «  -       ^        -  -  -  m^         -«•..«         ««      «     «■«     aV    «         «  *  «*^  kV«    ft*k^      m  *«  ■   «r^     4  *     ^    ^  V  Vn    •      a^V    «ft**>^    ^^ «  «K«  «kk     *i^*5ft& 

•  •  -  » 

aoi  nvi- ?  >nr-\r,  we7\*  in  the  oat". lost  ve.\r?  ni.xrkete.I  at  Iviltiinore  . 

^T*  W-T  ^'>"*-'  ■•  •  ■*     V-'V"'^"*"*   »■»**    •^r*   t"*\'**<*rV*      t"^  '   •'•.V*   tb^"'Or'*  ^^V    Wa***" 

T*^  *>:  vr\i •,;."?  >h.7?0vi  ?.t  Arkrv^rt.  was  fn>r.^   Pansvi'.le :  t!e  «v- 
.-^-•i  shir^n.ents  nerv  Vv  Sivnoer  &  Co..  trvvn   Gf nesevv     This  was 

m  mm 

'±»  avenv.e  to  r:A;kot  t>r  a'.!  the  iaoiithor:*.  iv^rtion  of  Phe'w  axvd  Gv"^r- 
hjit^'s  PuTvhase,  until  the  Jefler^ri  embaro> :  then  it  chani??vl  to 
L-.v-»  O.-aro.  by  w^-^n  roads  to  the  v.'jonth  of  Gene«^e  River. 
Tit  I  batej'j.\  '.vere  "ntrxiuc^J  UTy>n  the  river.  These  nn  frv^n^  the 
nr  i*  jbove  R.x-hcstcr.  as  hi3r.t^  *^«  lioneseo:  ar.d  Purhani  bv>ats 
■a^Hi  v^  .\>cer,i  :^  M^nnt  Morris,  In  the  x^-^roi*  ISlt!  M.v  S*vncer 
*v«  the  xd  of  Oeu.  Wa^^sworth.     Manv  vears  since  he  retired 
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finom  the  mercantile  business  to  his  extenatre  Cum  of  flats  aai  i^ 
land,  on  the  riter  opposite  Geneseo.  He  was  the  awnet  of  Ai 
beautiful  sweep  of  flats,  field  after  field,  along  <m  either  sde  cf  lk 
road  from  (Seneseo  to  Pifiardinia ;  and  had  become  ODeoTthebq^ 
grazers,  wool  and  wheat  growers  in  the  Tallev  of  the  Gei 
died  suddenly,  of  appoplexjr.  in  January  of  this  year,  whik 
in  the  active  management  of  the  large  estate  that  had  been  gaU 
by  early  Pioneer  enterprise,  industry  and  penseTerance. 

In  1805  Geneseo  had  but  about  a  dozen  dwellings^  these  m 
two  public  houses,  one  kept  by  Faulkner,  and  the  other  by  BidhQf: 
John  Pierce  had  started  the  hatting  businesi.  SeyoMXir  Wdba 
was  a  tavern  keeper  there  as  early  as  1809  or  '10.  Dr.  Sill  war  tke 
early  physician.    He  died  in  early  years ;  he  was  the  father  of  Dt 

Sill,  of  Livonia,  and Sill  of  Wheatland.    He  was  soccceU 

in  practice  by  Dr.  Augustus  Wolcott,  who  emigrated  west  in  eaxh 
years.  Ashbel  Atkins  was  the  early  tanner  and  shoe  maker.  Ik 
earliest  religious  meetings  were  held  in  a  small  building  caBed  it 
"  town  house, "  opposite  the  Park,  which  also  answered  the  pup 
ses  of  a  school-house.  Elder  Joseph  Lindsley  was  the  first  nakM 
clergyman.  That  portion  of  Morris  Reserve  and  the  HoDaod  Il» 
chase  lying  west  of  Geneseo,  commenced  settling  along  in  IStSfll 
*6,  and  Geneseo  being  upon  the  main  thoroughfare,  its  trade,  Mi 
the  business  of  its  public  houses,  derived  a  considerable  imprti 
from  it.  Much  of  the  trade  of  the  new  settlers  was  done  then  tfi 
the  grain  raised  upon  Wadsworths,  Jones,  and  Mt.  Morris  te 
was  their  principal  dependence. 


A  RECLUSE. 


In  1793  or  '4,  DeBoui,  a  FrenchmaD,  wandered  to  this  region  with  a flW 
companion,  a  nf^srro  slave,  buih  a  l<>g  cabin  on  Wadswordi's  flat&  and  Bvid  v 
lift;  «'f  a  recliL^ie.  He  was  a  native  of  Atace.  While  a  youth,  he  cm 
with  a  friinij.  wonn<it.'<i  him  in  a  du^l,  ^*fd  to  St.  Domingcv  wh«fie  lie 
&(  a  i»rivai»f  >^.I.!i.T.  until  liis  Mi]K.'ri<>r  aitainnient«Fei>:>mm«n\Ied  Imn  far  •• 
plovm»'ni  in  thtr  p-.iMie  v-n  !•.•*?  as  an  i-nir-n^x-r.  Ho  finallv  nveived  the  sjf**" 
ment  of  In^jw^ti^r  Gvn'>ral  of  th»-  Liiih  n>a'K  and  liecame  be«sid«A»  a  «e»i»" 
able  planter.  The  n.-voluticin  in  St.  Lktminzo.  breaking  out,  he  fl«d  to  Aos- 
lea,  bringing  with  Lim  one  faithful  fier\aut,  4aid  the  lemDaol  of  hii  tfiM^  ' 
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few  '■!]'- .^n  Fmnvw  Col.  Wa-Iswirtli.  of  HiiTtfi^nl  ns<uiiusi  the  no^^'^tiaiion 
OJ  :.;-  :  i.\  :4.l\.i:u>>l  liiin  in.'iU'V.  :ml  ;j:n»iitt"'l  !•>  iiiiiith'*  ux*  *'t  a  siiKill  tnwt 
vt  '.  ;V.  ;.  ^'iiivli  i.r  ^.iin-*  i-n  aiii  »k\\h»k-L  Wln-u  th^-  Ou'm'  Li;ino<>urT,  Mid 
L>  }>• :    :.  ■    !si:;iii.  :}•*   ui.rv  u^  n  :'..i' riv.  r.   in   17v».\   l!i«v  \>ii.'.l  him  Anl 

>;-;.^  - 1 .»:  :ii»'  ;ino\j».tti'«l  vi<it  ot'  l.i^  *Ni'i:;:ryini  r.  i.»  his  h:irkvi»>^U  !>'!r*'at.  A 
ii^..!»  v::l::\;i:v-»l  mind  h:»i  Uvu  nmih-.!  hv  mi>:'«»M\sn'.' :  ani  h^'halo'Utravi- 
.•*\  •  !>^;:<  r'-r  li;"  ni.".',  'm-,  \in^  T\^*  t«ihvr  .ink  viau-x  lint  iii>  t'jiiiiiiLil  M.'rvHin, 
ft '.  *no:  1.!^  i''^i.  ;»::  I  ^-.ihix.r.i'l  ;i  "iii:!"!  |  .ucli  I't*  j;r  lii.l  >r  li.i-ir  imilu:il 
«.;:-:.  n;ntv,  I'nl.-ss  !i.'  i^  ri^ht  in  a<^uniiii|^  that  bofinaUv  i  '!n«>l  a  loK^ny  of 
[ii>  i>  .;:.:r\i;itn  at  A>\him.  in  lVni>\  U ania,  tho  authv>r  isunaUe  to  sut^ 
»:..4:  lrv.iiiK*  i'f  liim. 


HORATIO  AXU  JOHN  H.  JOXES. 

In  17SS,  John  II.  Jones  liail  joined  his  brother  Horatio,  m  Gene- 
va In  the  sprinii  ot'  1789.  havini:  obtained  a  voke  ot*  oxen,  the 
two  br'^thcrs  went  into  what  is  now  Phelps,  louiul  an  open  s}K»t. 
ploughed  and  planted  five  or  six  acres  of  corn,  wliich  they  sold  on 
the  jrour.il.  In  Au;ni?t  ot*  that  v^ar.  the  Indians  having  promised 
Horatio  a  tract  of  land  west  of  the  Genesee  river,  tlie  advent  of 
the  tw.^  toothers,  was  as  related  in  pnjre  3'J8. 

With  the  histor\-  of  Horatio  Jones,  the  public  have  already  been 
mad-.*  !':»:nil:ar.  In  a  previous  Wv>rk  of  the  authvVs  —  the  history 
of  the  H«»!ln!ul  Purchase. —  there  is  a  i^ketch  of  his  lite.  Identified 
as  he  b.a.i  Ivcome.  with  the  Seneeas.  and  sharinsj  lars;^^ly  in  their 
esTeem  and  confidence,  in  his  settlement  west  of  the  river,  he  had 
n:!;ei  I'.rK-'n  their  intention  of  irrantinsi  him  his  h^cation,  in  which 
hv  \v:!s  n-.>t  d:<ap!\Mnted.  as  will  be  seen  in  connection  with  the 
Morris  treaty.  Receivint:  from  President  Washincton  the  appoint- 
ment I'f  Indian  interpreter,  in  early  years,  his  attendance  upon 
treaties,  the  accompanying  of  Indian  delegations  to  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment. :»nd  various  otiier  trusts  connected  with  the  Indians,  em- 
ploy*? li  most  of  his  time.  When  alive,  there  was  none  of  our  race, 
save  Mary  Jemi<o:i.  who  had  Iven  so  loni;  a  resident  of  this  region. 
He  w;is  with  Co!.  Broad  head  in  his  expedition  to  the  Allegan  v.  and 
as  an  Indiaii  prisoner,  he  resided  at  Xunda,  as  early  as  17S1.     The 


N.Ti.  —  N.>.!;o  irhivio  lo:  w.'wi  evor caiit  wi!h  the  Soi.foa*.  was  a  Wrter  •::  lire  of 
thyrir  i:!-.ara«':i  r  :  a:;.l  ii>>  om*  ha»  in  a  pviai^r  tityrw  cvintributevi  to  our  kntiirW^^^  of 
i^zn.    Uu  brviChrr  ^re  to  th«  author,  tome  ohaerraxioiia  of  hi<»  iu  wfei\>nc«  to  their 
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ikimic?  principally  devolred  u:->l  Jofcij  H.  Jc»ce«.  aixi  i-  eir.j  i 
the  brother?  were  lartje  p-rJucei?.  especiijly  of  corru  fcr  "i*  arr 
settlers  who  drop-<d  ic  around  and  bejor-c  'i-er:^  At  &  ^rsiii-* 
penod,  whet  the  Ii»diar.3  in  all  tibial  re^o:i.  far  «;i  iia::ii«tr»<  :fe 
whiles  —  at  a  period  toci.  when  thej  were  ur-recc-iicLtti-  i&i  isff 
terrrjined,  as  to  ihe:r  relat:oriS  ^vi:h  the -ai.!:?-*.  H-iTa:"?  J:se*  *r 
crclsei  a  salu'^rv  iiifiueiice :  and  to  him  much  -'.f  ie  cridl:  js  Z3l 
for  the  ?ucces?  of  iL-d.'ac  treati-rs.  aLd  the  5uppTr«>4i->-  c-f  ■vig^*^ 
The  II  j:aa  captive  b-oy  became  the  arr-itrer  bev.re^5  his  c^r^jr. 
and  his  o-.vl  race  :  ar.d  bv  iii  :r.herer.:  5:rer-r:h  of  Tr.ii.i  airi  ^oer 
of  character,  wf.ich  r..arked  hiaa  as  lo  oriii^sry  l-;!!-  iza^  ri^ 
inisrortu:.e  :r.e  rr:ez:r.5  ol  cor.s;:cuoa?'v  ;der.::fvl:-z  Llrr^tsej  T-r-rt 
earlv  hLiV-r^*  of  a."  this  region :  rer.der^-z  to  I:  essei-ilil  «eTT/?f  2 

«  *  —  1^ 

Tears  of  weakness:  becorr.:L2  in  fact,  a  foui-ier  of  serjeriiti:  lx 
civillza'Jon  upon  s-:;!!  where  l«e  be^an  IJs  career  aj  ai.  a^ei  izc 
cagtive. 

Amcnz  trie  captives  with  whonr*  he  becsme  acqaaiit^ed  vtl^  t 
captivity  L:;. 5^ If/ was  t?.e  diujhter  of WLtifjOre.  of  Sii^iei- 


tadv.  She  was  released  with  hiiii  at  the  ireatv  of  F'>n  Sui"^^ 
soon  after  which  thev  were  married.  She  d^ed  in  17M.  He  dsi 
IS30.  ii'-iri  75  v^irs.  The  si^rvlvlr.::  •»:•:.•.  i-re  — \V_l.i.-:^  Enr 
and  Chi.-lv5.  of  Leicester,  H: ratio,  of  M-.'Scoti.  SrLrrCi-  a  Ca^Jj- 
nia  aiver.t-rvr.  Daiz:.:.r=. — Mrs.  Lv;:.'^:.  of  M:*^:  -s  Xr^ 
Fitzh-^'r..  of  Si::iLi'.v.  Mlcl.ij-;:.,  Mr=-  H»:v.l::  ^li  Mrs.  E.  F.  Ai;rrl 
of  Gei-ese'j.  Mrs.  Fli.!ev.  r:  A:.:.  Artor.  M;c:..jir..  T"x:  stii 
Geori:e  ar-d  Ji:.-i-:5.  were  k^.ei  it  ti.e  Br.tis:.  aitick  •:!.  Li^aj^.x 
in  the  wt:  of  ISl-J. 

John  H-  JoLvs.  is  r.  y.v  llvl.-.r  at  ti.e  are  if  ^0  veirs.  l-:*  iljzl 

hiti'  1  **  f"    ^ff'  "^  '•'-  '    &.'  *  *.v    '    "''.■-  ^•Tr-"-'''t  ■  •'    •  .•   ^'  ►-■■•^  -.•  i"     -.  ".•rs- 

cai  co:^-tl!utl:L  Lut  little  broke:..  In  ITinj.  r^  was  ti-ru- 
in  t-he  iLiii:.  triif:  at  tl-.e  rr. ;uth  of  Gei.e>ee  river,  utoi  rs 
A..e::i:.v   riv-;.-.    ar..i    Cit:ir.".r^§    creek.     He    ?:.-riks  fjjL— ir 

^       T         ■  T^         ^^    •  •  ......  ^  — p 
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ii*y.  a  Butler  Ranger,  and  ihe  only  resident  on  all  ihe  aouih 
sIko?  of  I-ake  Erio.  west  v^f  ButTala  oihor  than  Indians,  was  *•  Black 
Joe/*  a  fuiiiiive  slave,  al  the  mouih  of  Cuttaraiuni^  creek.  Judce 
Jones  ^\a5  a  maiiisirate  of  Ontario  before  ihe  division;  soon  aiier 
Ge::eseo  w;is  set  oiT  he  became  one  of  ii^  JuJce^  and  from  ISl'J  lo 
IS^J.  was  nr?i  Judce  of  Genesee,  and  alter  that  for  several  vears 
«  L'vir.csion.  He  wa*  the  first  suix^rvisor  of  I-eicester,  and  was 
'\z  ....  ear'.y  years,  a  prvMiiinent,  active  helper  in  pioneer  movomenis 
iI->  >urvi\  ;n^  sons  are.  George  W..  Horatio,  Thom:is  J.,  Jaine5  M.. 
Joh:;  H..  Luoion  B..  Hiniin.  a::d  Favette,  ail  residing  in  his  imme- 
fiM'.c  :'.r!-:hK-rhtV\] :  and  Xajx\eon  N..  of  Scoilsviile.  Paiuhlers 
Mrs.  C;u:e.  of  Cuvlerville,  Mrs.  William  Jone«.  of  Leicester.  Mrs 
J  a::;  OS  Joneis  of  Cincinnatti. 

The  three  broiher^  Je'.lis,  Thomas  and  William  Clute,  from 
Scht:.ic:.iiv.  wore  e;irlv  settiersat  Leicester.  Jellis  was  erirace^i 
iz  :ho  Indian  trade  ai  Beardstown.  Thomas  and  William  «iileii 
a;  G.ir*.:oau. 

The  Kt*v.  S.imuel  J.  Mills  was  a  crnduate  of  Yale  Coilece,  a  na- 
live  of  Derby.  Conn.  He  emigrated  to  the  Genesee  river  in  1795. 
He  joiv.eti  Tiiomas  Morris  and  others  in  the  purchase  of  10.0(K> 
*rre^  of  ;ar.d  in  Grx^veland  and  Sj\ir;,i,  at  a  jvrioil  of  hi^  prices, 
payir.^  a:ul  contr,ic:ing  to  jviy  #t>  }x^r  acre.  The  price  s^v-n  fo^l 
beiv^w  ^0.  He  settled  near  where  Col,  Fitzhu::h  afterwards  loc.i- 
htd:  ereo:ing  a  iVanied  house  and  moving  into  it,  it  burned  down. 
w.:h  ?.\\  his  hou^ehoid  lurniture,  the  lamily  Kirely  escapir.g  This 
w::h  h:s  ur/.onunate  Investment  in  I.i::d>.  euibarrassed  him.  and  d:s- 
c  '-r-i^^i  the  spirit  of  enterprise  that  had  broUjThl  him  in>:n  Xew 
Er.^..i:.d.  He  was  the  earlv  minisier,  tor  several  ve.irs  it ine ratine 
Ac:.^:.j  :i.e  new  settlements,  ur.til  the  }vrit\i  of  !sis  death,  s^xni  alter 
ISOO.  His  wife  n:turne*l  to  Conix^cticut.  One  of  his  sons,  the 
.a:e  Gen.  Williaiu  A.  Mills.  w;isdestineii  to  a  more  loriunate  career. 
Thrown  u}v>n  his  own  res<^urces  at  tiie  iige  of  17.  he  rente*!  tl;\:> 
of  the  Indians,  ix'ouininc  a  sliantee,  wlieiv  h^  lived  alone  at  Mou:/ 
M.^rrl>.  h>  ne:ires:  neijhivir.  the  Indians.  Renting  his  land  up^\. 
ejjiv  ter.'.s,  a::d  \\\t:vc  the  Ini?;a:-.s  and  S*juaws  to  assist  him  •: 
work.r,:  it.  he  wa>>-vn  enabled  to  erect  a  distillery  :  and  when  the 
M'.Mir.t  Morris  tract  was  opene*!  lor  sale,  he  purchaseii  from  time 
'«•  ume.  until  he  Ivoame  :\\^\ssetl  of  ei^h.t  hundrvd  acre<.  i!A\Uiiinj 
wveral  hundred  acres  of  the  fine  dais  c^jvsite  the  present  viUage 
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of  Mount  Morris.  His  Indian  name.  "  Sa-nem-ge-wa,''  (g^:>:r?c« 
would  indicate  their  esteem  for  him.  and  the  probity  that  2  "rnei 
his  early  intercourse  with  them.  He  spoke  their  liz:qu.i  j*  Zj^- 
ly,  and  from  early  associations,  was  much  attached  to  them-  Wi^i 
after  their  removal,  thev  would  occa-sionllv  revisit  their  o'A  vcis 
upon  the  Genesee,  he  met  them,  and  treated  them  as  oH  rr>ii= ' 
To  his  distiliini!  and  srrain  raising  in  earlv  vears.  he  added  -zr^zz 
upon  the  Mount  Morris  and  Gardeau  flats,  and  became  finailylir;^ 
iv  ene'isred  in  that  business ;  and  successful,  as  manv  have  ^.ce* 
ed  at  our  earlv  countv  and  State  fairs.  He  was  for  twentv  Tsari 
the  Supervisor  of  Mount  Morris ;  a  commissioned  officer  ii  :» 
early  military  or.:anization  in  his  region,  he  was  upon  the  ir-CDS 
in  the  war  of  1^12,  and  in  later  years,  rose  to  the  rank  *:<  Brz 
General.  He  died  in  1S44.  a^ed  67  vears.  His  s*:tns  are:  —  Wi 
liam  A..  Sidnev  H..  Minard  H.  and  Julius  F.,  of  Moun:  M'm 
and  Dr.  Mvron  H.,  of  Roch  :-5ter.  Daughters :  —  Mrs.  Lev:  Bean 
of  Knox  couiiiv.  Oi-iio.  Mrs.  Dr.  G.  W.  Branch  and  3Irs.  W^ias 
Han^ilin.  of  Mount  Morris. 

Alexander  Mills,  another  son  of  the  earlv  Pioneer.  Rev.  Sasoei 
J.  Mill*,  located  at  Oiean  in  aii  earlv  dav.  where  he  was  eiterjiv-iT 

mm  # 

enqnc::.!  in  the  lurri'>er  trade:  now  re:?ide5  in  Cievtlani.  Mij-t 
Ph!!'j  Mil!-,  another  son.  located  in  Grovel  a  fid.  emigrited  'o  Terzs- 
seh.  Mifh'i'.-Lr:.  Frederick  L.  Mii!s;  another  sr-ri.  '-.^ratetl  •.-  f r= 
he  died  in  l>3i:  his  living  descendants  are  :  —  Georiz*?.  of  M.C 
Morris,  Pi.ilf,  o:  Grovelarid.  Lewis,  of  A'.lesr'iny,  ar.d  Mrs.  H^*. 
n(  Groveland. 

The  fi.'-st  «aw  mill  west  of  Genesee  river,  (save  ore  a:  NiiTJ:^ 
Falls,  erecv:d  bv  Steirnan.)  wr;s  erected  bv  Er^^nezer  A '.:.«■..  ■:/:  '^ 

•  '  m 

wutlet  of  the  Silver  L^ike.  This  s^jTrf-iied  the  first  l^.ird:?  ha.i  Ji'ja 
upper  vailey  of  the  G'.nesee.  It  was  built  in  17&2.  and  n.^i'y 
the  help  of  the  Indians,  t'jr  the  want  of  sufficient  white  m:-r.  Iz  ry 
country-.  In  some  of  the  e.'niiest  years.  Jud:re  Phelps  haii  a  «i.s-'- 
ler}'  erected  near  the  preset. t  vilinre  of  Moscow.  In  1S4X?.  Aor?- 
tus  P.Ttfrr.  as  tiie  a::e:.:  of  Oliver  Phelps,  laid  out  the  v:;..ij*  ■ 


•I'll*"'  •'.  p       .'»        .    ^  •    !     ■  *  ■    ,  .  .  , 
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Leicester,  *  on  a  tract  he  had  purchased  of  Jones  and  Smith,  and 
opened  the  direct  road  across  the  flats  to  *'  Jones*  Ford  ;"  previous 
tf»  which,  it  had  cone  via  Beardstown.  He  also  erected  a  saw  mill 
on  Boards'  Creek,  near  the  present  village  of  Moscow.  For  several 
years  after  1800,  the  village  of  Leicester  hore  an  iin|H)rtant  relation 
to  the  new  settlements  forming  in  Wyoming,  Allegany,  and  south 
part  of  Erie.  The  early  and  well  known  tavern  keeper,  was 
Leo;:nrd  Sfimson,  from  Albany,  who  had  been  engaged  in  a 
small  Indian  trade  at  Mount  Morris.  He  opened  the  first  store, 
and  starteti  the  first  blacksmith  shop.  He  left  Geneseo  soon  after 
the  war  of  1812  ;  his  descendants  reside  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Rochester.  The  first  i>hysician  was  Dr.  Paul  Newcomb.  Colonel 
Jedediah  Horsfonl,  the  present  M.  C.  from  Livingston,  was  an  early 
teacher  of  a  missionary  school  at  Squaky  Hill,  and  an  early  land- 
lord at  Moscow.  Joel  Harvey  was  an  early  tavern  keeper  a  little 
west  *»f  Old  Leicester. 

The  first  town  meeting  in  Leicester,  was  held  at  the  house  of 
Josef»h  Smith.  John  J.  Jones  was  elected  Supervisor  ;  George  A. 
Wheeler,  Town  Clerk.  Other  town  ofTicers:  —  Samuel  Ewing, 
Alpheus  Harris,  Dennison  Foster,  Abel  Cleavland,  Samuel  Hascall, 
Georire  Gardner,  Wm.  A.  Mills,  Joel  Harvey,  David  Dickinson, 
James  Dale. 

One  hundred  dollars  was  raised  to  pay  "  bounty  on  wolves  and 
wild  cats,  killed  by  while  j^ople." 

Bv  a  resolution  of  a  special  town  meeting,  in  1803,  town  of  An- 
gelica was  set  off  from  IxMcester. 

The  village  of  Moscow  was  started  just  after  the  close  of  the 
war  of  1812,  under  the  auspices  of  the  late  Samuel  M.  Hopkins, 
who  in  company  with  Benjamin  W.  Rogers,  had  purchased  three 
fourths  of  the  original  Jones  and  Smith's  Indian  grant,  of  Isaac 
Bronson.  Hopkins  built  the  fine  residence  now  owned  by  W.  T. 
Cuvler.  between  Cuvlerville  and  Moscow.  The  first  merchant  was 
Nicholas  Ayrault,  late  of  Rochester;  Wm.  Robb,  William  Lyman, 
and  Sherwood  and  Miller,  were  earlv  merchants.  The  earlv  land- 
lords  were:  —  Jessee  Wadhams,  Wm.  T.  Jenkins,  Homer  Sher- 
wood. Early  lawyers,  other  than  S.M.Hopkins: — Felix  Tracy, 
John  Baldwin,  George  Miles,  recently  one  the  Judges  of  the  Su- 
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preme  Coart,  of  Michigan.    Rev.  Mr.  Mason  faanA^i  tbs  n 

PresbyTerian  church.  An  Academy  was  founded  f«riiic;i«a-T  r-'^ 
the  auspices  of  3fr.  Hopkirj?,  in  ISIT :  the  first  Prmcijjfel  'sks  Cc 
den  M.  WLley;  his  a55i5lam3,  the  Miss  Raymoijds.  toe  :■:*  7:,.t 
became  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Calvin  C.  Coiton,  the  afiji-r  •  Jr 
life  of  Ilenrv  Clav.  then  a  settled  Presbvierian  miiiisier.  3.:  Bi'j.  - 
The  early  physicians  were:  —  Asa  R.  Paimer,  J.  W.  M.cj-t 
Dar;iei  H.  and  Daniel  P.  Bissell. 

Cuylerville  sprufi?  up  after  the  completion  of  the  Geiifsiee  Ttlj?; 
Canal.  W.  T.  Cuyler,  who  was  an  early  citizen  of  Rc«cr*e«itfr.  par 
chased  the  Hoy^ins  hou>e  and  farm,  of  Richard  Pc«i-  a  kc  uC  ar 
late  Dr.  PcsL  of  New  York,  in  1S30.  The  viiiaae  has  eroTiic 
on  or  near  the  site  of  tlie  old  Indian  village  of  Beardstown,  w&Kt  a 
road  from  Perrv  and  Warsaw  crosses  the  canaL  Mr.  Cr^iff 
started  the  first  fordwardinu  and  commission  house  :  the  earrr  ae- 
chants  were :  —  Qiell  and  Evans,  and  Joseph  Wheeiock- 

Frorii  El.»enezer  Allan,  the  Mt.  Morris  tract  of  loar  square  r^^^ 
went  into  the  hands  of  Robert  Morris,  and  afterwards  his  sec  Tun- 
as became  a  join:  owner  with  others.  Col.  John  TruniiiiL  « 
Revolutionarv-  memor\'.  the  celebrated  artist,  was  one  of  :hf 
fcorrietor*.     He  visited  ::.r  couLiry,  and  selected  for  :1s  r-:rff>:: 

the  sile.  ir:   the  Tre^er.:  v'llni'e.  now  c«ccui!ed  rv  Ge-.Tre  Hsi-'jas 

*  -  •  •  —  ■ 

Es<':.:  r! anted  rin  orch'ird.  ini  made  son ^e  i-rey-aratioLa  f-.-r  r'Ujiru: 
The  L^ime.  v.hic::  hii  l.-ren  **  Allan's  IL!]."  he  chaLired  :■:• "  Rirt 
mond  H :!!.'"  Af:erv»':iro5.  when  he  h.ad  iVandn-ed  ih*  i-i*t  '.» 
makir.L'  it  his  re?!'tr:.cr:.  :?>.-  :.ai:.e  wa^  chani'ed  M-  Mt.  Mnrr.*  Tic 
ear!v  i-rorTii^tor?  o:  tr.e  tract,  r-ther  thari  those  Lirijed.  wrre  . — ^M" 
FitzsirnrriOns.  of  PhiJ-.d-^^li  r.ij.  Charles  Wiliiamvi-L,  R?'»er:   T'rz 

m 

the  Mes=rs.  Wac?wortr.5.  J-  h'.  Murray*  ik  Soiif.  of  Nrw  Yxi 
(of  which  fimr-  Win.  Ozk-Ti  wis  a  j  inr.er.)  Ben;.  W.  Ruijc: 
Isaac  Br'.':>.'r'.  Gen.  M;i!=.  &r.  i  Je*=ee  S'aLJev.  were  tlie  ^r:rr*jir: 
pioneer?  .-f  sert'errier.t.  De'jiccn  St'^Tiiey  was  fr-iii  Gctshe-  C:»ii 
his  re*:  :-::;ce  '.Vi?  the  site  .^ow  f»cL'^pi^d  hy  James  Bc«:jd.  He  ;•?•- 
in  1S40.  j-zed  f»0  vear? :  he  wls  the  fatJier  of  Oliver  S-.^zb*-:  j 
Mt.  Morris.  Th-?  viliije  hi=  i^rown  ui'  irinci:':*.  v  oia  i:^  l^ri-^  • 
Messrs.  I^I:!i^.  Stir.irrv.  a:.i  M?:rk  H*;  ki::S.  a  trother  of  SiiLJr.  X 
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H>^y  kins.    Mr.  Hopkins  came  on  as  agent  for  owners,  soon  after  the 
tract  was  opened  for  sale.    He  died  soon  alter  Id^. 


VALLEY  OF  THE  CAXASCRAGA. 


F«.  ilowins  the  tract  of  Mr.  Williamson  when  he  broke  in  from 
Pei'.iiSyivauia  and  made  a  commencement  at  Williamsburg,  settlers 
KKT.  Ivgan  to  drc»p  into  the  valley  of  the  Canascraga.  In  Grove- 
lanJ.  other  than  at  Williamsburg.  John  Smith  was  the  Pioneer.  He 
was  from  Xew  Jersey,  a  surveyor  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Williamson. 
He  :  urchased  a  mile  square,  upon  which  he  resided  until  his  death 
ID  IJ^IT.  Benjamin  Parker,  a  step  son  of  John  Smith.  John  Harri- 
ioc.  William  and  Thomas  Lemen,  William  and  Daniel  Kelley. 
Jan-ies  Roseborouch.  were  anions  the  earliest.  Smith  in  *99.  built  a 
niiil  between  Homelisville  and  Arkport.  and  as  early  as  ISOO  took 
kin:ber  irom  it  to  the  Baltimore  market.  Michael  Roup  was  an  early 
Pioneer  upon  the  up  lands  in  Groveland.  with  hb  son  Christain 
Roup.  He  died  during  the  war  of  lSr2 ;  Michael  Roup,  of  Grove- 
laDd  is  his  son.  The  earlv  minister  that  visited  the  neighborhood  was 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Grav ;  the  first  school  taucht  was  bv  Robert  M'- 
Kav.  in  one  of  the  houses  that  the  Germans  had  deserted. 

m 

The  early  Pioneers  of  Sparta,  on  the  Canascraga.  between  Mount 
Morris  and  Dansville,  were  :  — J.  Duncan.  John  Clark.  Thomas 
Wird,  Win.  McCartney,  Henrj-  Driesback.  Benjamin  Wilcox,  Geo. 
Wukenson.  Rev.  Andrew  Grev.  John  McXair. 

In  Groveland.  other  than  those  named  in  another  connection :  — 
San.uel  Nibieck.  (Nibleck^s  Hill.)  William  Martin.  Samuel  Stilwell. 
Johr*  Vance, Doty,  Ewart. 

In  reference  to  all  the  upper  valley  of  the  Canascraga,  Dansrille 
was  the  prominent  pioneer  locality,  as  it  is  now  the  focus  of  business 
mtii  enterprise.  The  Pioneer  in  the  town  of  Sparta,  near  the  present 
viJlac^  of  Dansville.was  Hugh  3IcCartney,  who  had  accompanied 
Mr.  Williamson  from  Scotland,  and  of  whom,  the  author  has  no  ac- 
Cf-un:  other  than  the  fact  of  his  early  advent.  Upon  the  site  of  the 
v.l'iaje  of  Dansviile.  Neil  McCoy,  was  the  first  settler.  He  came 
h'-'Ti-x  Painted  Post,  and  located  where  his  step-son,  James  McCurdy, 
who  came  in  with  him,  now  resides.    The  family  were  four  days  in 
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makiiig  the  jonmev  from  Painted  Post,  camping  ohI  two 
the  wav.    The  onlv  tenement  thev  found,  mms  a  sndl  IhI 

mm  m 

sorveyors,  where  Conrad  Welch  now  resides  on  Qsaii  tticcL   k 

this  time  there  was  no  white  inhabitant  in  what  is  now  ifae  towic 

• 

Dansrille.    Preparing  Iws  for  a  house  14  by  18  ieet,  he)?  i»  tm 

it  came  from  Bath,  Geneseo  and  Mount  Monis»  with  Iii£au  km 

Sqnaky  Hill  and  Gaideao.    It  is  mentioned  by  Mr.  McCaadr.ii 

some  reminiscences  he  contributed  several  vean  nnoe  ip  a  ka 

history  of  Dansrille,*  from  which  the  author  derires 

add  to  what  he  has  gleaned  from  other  sources;  that  his  mi  ah  i. 

H'Coy,  the  first  season  heard  of  the  arriTal  of  Judge  Hnrlbart  s 

at  Arkport,  on  the  Canisteo^  eleven  miles  distant,  and  as  aa  aatf 

backwoods  courtesy,  resolred  upon  making  the  first 

her  son  (McCurdy)  with  her,  she  made  the  Tisit  through  the 

by  marked  trees,  dined  with  her  new  neighbon,  and 

time  to  do  her  milking,  after  a  walk,  going  and  romiag  of 

two  miles !    During  the  first  winter  they  needed  no  haj ; 

slock,  the  rushes  upon  the*Canascraga  flats  fumishsifr  a 

upon  which  their  cattle  wouU  thrive.    The  Indians 

▼iOages  along  the  Genesee  river,  were  almost  constanthr 

the  flats  of  the  Canascraga.  a.*  high  up  as  Dansville.  priDcqpaly 

ed  in  hunting,  though  they  cultirated  small  patches  of  ground. 

venison  and  com  was  a  part  of  the  subsistence  of  the  new 

Mr.  McCoy  died  in  1809.  chikiless ;  his  representatiTe, 
occupant  of  his  primitiTe  locality,  is  James  M'Curdy  Esq. 
son. 

The  venerable  Amariah  Hammond,  for  a  long  period  a 
of  the  settlement  and  village  of  DansviJIe,  after  living  to  see  a  y 
and  flourishing  city  grow  up  in  the  wilderness,  where  he  » 
cast  his  lot,  died  in  the  winter  of  '50,  '51.  His  Imrge 
mediately  adjoining  the  village,  on  the  main  road  to 
Daughters  of  his,  became  the  wires  of  L.  Bradner,  Esq.  ans  It 
Jame>  Faulkner,  both  of  whom  are  prominently  identified  wm  ^ 
locality.  L.  C.  Woodruff;  Esq.,  formeriy  of  Lockport.  c 
in  his  youth  from  a  printing  office,  and  now  the  principal 
manager  of  the  Bank  of  Dansville,  a  sound  and  flovririiing 
tion,  married  the  daughter  of  3Ir.  Bradner,  the  crand-daaehtf  <' 
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Jie  i-arly  and  much  respected  Pioneer.  The  first  wife  of  Mr. 
HaiiiriuMiJ  died  in  1798.  "She  had,  "  savs  Mr.  MCurdv,  "endear- 
h1  hiTsrlf  to  nil  of  us  bv  her  manv  virtues.  When  she  died,  all 
Bve^'t  who  had  hearts  and  eyes.'* 

Tiio  autlior  of  the  small  local  hist^rv  alreadv  named,  states  that 
Mr.  Ilatninoud  on  coming  in  to  explore,  slept  two  ni«jhts  under  a 
piiio  tree  on  the  premises  he  afterwards  purchased.  Early  in  the 
spriiiir  «>f  171U>,  *'he  removed  his  young  I'amily  from  Bath  to  this 
place  :  his  wit'e  and  infant  child  on  horseback,  his  houseiiold  goods 
aiiil  faniiini;  utensils  on  a  sled  drawn  by  four  oxen,  and  a  hired  man 
drivin;:  the  cattle."  Some ditJiculty  occurrinji  in  getting  the  cattle 
ihrou^ii  the  wolhIs,  Mr.  Hammond  after  arriving  at  his  log  cabin, 
went  back  u|K>n  his  track,  and  remained  in  the  woixls  all  night, 
leaving  his  young  wife  with  her  int'ant  child  to  s))end  the  first  night 
alono.  Mr.  Hannnond  among  other  instances  of  the  embairass- 
ments  of  pioneer  life,  that  he  used  to  relate,  s;iid  that  the  first  scythes 
he  u^od.  c»»st  him  a  iournev  to  Tii>i:a  IVint.  Two  scvthes  and  the 
journey  costing  him  eleven  dollars. 

In  ri'Iating  to  his  London  principals  the  progress  of  settlement, 
Mr.  Williamson  says:  —  "1  sold  also  on  six  years  credit,  the  west 
half  of  lt>wnship  ^Nio.  15,  Cth  range."  (this  includes  a  large  |K>rtion  of 
the  site  of  Dansville,)  to  a  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  at  §1  50  per  acre.  He 
sold  the  la  I  :d  to  gentlemen  in  Pennsylvania  for  a  large  profit.  The 
purihasers  were,  a  Mr.  Wilson,  one  of  the  Judges  of  Northumber- 
land CO..  a  Mr.  C.  Hall,  a  counsellor  at  law  iii  Pennsylvania,  a  Mr. 
Dunn,  and  a  Mr.  Faulkner.  These  gentlemen  have  carried  on  the 
settlement  with  much  spirit,  and  Mr.  Faulkner  is  at  the  head  of  it. 
Th«\\  lave  a  neat  tv»wn,  a  company  of  militia,  two  saw  mills  and  a 
grist  mill,  and  indeed,  every  convenience.  Mr.  Faulkner,  although 
he  came  from  Pennsylvania,  was  originally  from  the  State  of  New 
York,  north  from  Albanv.  This  winter  he  went  di>wn  to  see  his 
fatlier  and  other  connections :  tlie  con.sequence  w  as,  that  he  moved 
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>',  IE. — la  '■  l)iKTipti.-iis  iif  tin- lu'iM-^tM'viiiitry,"  wriitiii  1»v  Mr.  Williani!«i>n.  in 
7''^.  '•.•■  !» rii.Tk"  —  ••  Oi  iV.  -^-  -I  ::li  iiu-n:?.  )•«  u'l.n  in  ITi'ii.  lluTi-  uit'twu  vnrtliy  *.f  nu- 
•iif  .  T'  at  ■  !  tI.m  Ki\.  Mr.  <«ray.  ih  T.  4.7th  Kani^r. '»li«»  ninoMil  from  iVnnM'hania 
*.:'i  .  :i*i^t::il  W  \  art  »■!  lii-*  iVriinr  j.ih^h.  amia  31r.  IVinif  1  >':iiilkii«r,  wiiUa.I«'>*y 
f^r:'.'  i.,t  :!  ■  I  :iii-  l.ii.'li't  C'ai;a?K'iaj;ic:i-^k  :  )■'-!)»  i-l"  tLi  n»  rxI.iMt  iiistaiAV<>  «>t  ii.uw^- 
T7^  .i:  i  «']»*t  rj.riM*.  '1  l,r  t  i.viii;ij  M*a«»u,  31r.  i'ai.lkr.rr  )N-iiii;a]t]Kiiiit«il  ca|-l:iiii  i>f  a 
*^'r.  1  :.i  '•  ••!  jTt  nailiipi  !•■  U'  nii>4-<l  iii  Iu>  *<'i\%  uuiA.  iii  tin*  i>ii::iiiizjiti«  rt  it  ilic  niili:ia 
«•!  '^-t  -:'' rr..  :i]>}M'art>il  on  ]-ani<l«-  at  tlir  itrail  nl  'J7  &:ri  nadii-nsall  l!i  a  luii-iii^nii-nuil'tirui, 
az.'.i  y^KU  ■iTiucU,  uixd  cvmi^u^-d  8^>li-I}'  of  Uie  vuung  lucu  uf  hi*  wtU«iiK'UL*' 
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up  about  fifteen  very  decent  families,  who  passed  through  Albssi 
with  excellent  teams,  every  way  well  equipped.  He  sold  to  9m 
very  wealthy  and  respectable  men  of  Albany,  5,000  meres  at  a  i&ra 
profit. "  The  Captain  Faulkner,  who  Mr.  Williamson  name*,  «i 
Daniel  P.  Faulkner,  an  early  patroon  of  Dansville,  as  will  be  iaSa- 
red.  "  Capt.  Dan.  Faulkner,"  was  his  familiar  backwoods  ap^cb- 
tive,  and  thence  the  name  —  Da«5-ville."  He  was  the  uncle  «  ft 
James  Faulkner. 

Soon  after  settlement  commenced,  Mr.  Williamson  had  erected 
a  grist  and  saw  milK  on  the  site  afterwards  occupied  by  Col.  Rocht^ 
ter.  David  Scholl,  who  was  Mr.  Williamson's  miil-wright  at  iie 
Lyons  mills,  erected  the  mills.  The  early  mill-wright  of  the  Gc9- 
esee  countr}',  emigrated  many  years  since  to  Michigan.  Mr?-  Scr 
omon  and  Mrs.  Isaac  Fentztermacher,  of  Dansville,  are  his  dauefatrs 
The  mill  was  burned  down  soon  after  1800,  after  which,  before  » 
building,  the  neighborhood  had  to  go  to  Bosley's  mills  at  the  fco(  flC 
Hemlock  Lake. 

Jacob  Welch  came  from  Penns}'lvania  to  Dansville,  in  ITSi 
He  died  in  183L  His  widow  still  survives,  aged  86  yean.  Hii 
sons,  Jacob,  Henry  and  Conrad,  are  residents  of  Dansville.  Si 
daughters  became  the  wives  of  John  Beltz,  Peter  Labach.  W3- 
iam  Kercher,  and  Valentine  Hamsher.  The  decendants  of  J^:< 
Welch,  residents  of  Dansville  and  its  vicinity,  number  over  cc; 
hundred  and  thirty.  The  part  of  his  farm  inherited  by  his  sOD 
Conrad  Welch,  embraces  the  Dansville  canal  slip  and  basin.  M: 
Conrad  Welch,  a  prominent  and  worthy  citizen  of  Dansv:L-f,  n^ 
the  author  some  account  of  the  earlv  advent  of  his  father,  vi 
Others :  —  "  My  grand-father,  Jacob  Martz,  resided  near  Si:LhL7 
Xorthumberland  county,  Pa.  The  advent  of  Charles  Williasn*'* 
through  that  region,  his  road,  and  all  that  was  going  on  under  hi 
auspices,  created  a  go<jd  deal  of  interest  for  the  Genesee  cmie^J 
Jacob  Martz  came  out  and  viewed  it,  and  returning,  repc'fted  jc 
favorably,  that  an  emigrant  party  was  soon  organized.  It  consLnfC 
of  Jacob  Martz,  his  son  Conrad  Martz,  Georire  Shirev.  Frederici 
Bamhart  and  Jacob  Welch,  and  their  families.  The  partv  caae 
via  Bath,  and  up  the  Conhocton.  From  what  afterwards  l^ori! 
B!oc»d's  corners,  the  emigrants  had  their  own  road  t«»  make  th.'^rc:^ 
lo  Dan?ville.  A  winding  road  had  been  underljrushed.  Vui  : 
streams  bridged,  and  high  winds  had  encumbered  it  with  falJec  rrre? 
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They  were  three  days  coming  in  from  Bath,  camping  out  two  nights. 
Hearing  of  our  approach*  the  new  settlers  in  Dansville  nearly  all 
turned  out,  met  and  assisted  us.  Prominent  of  the  party  was  Mr. 
Faulkner,  who  was  alway  ready  to  assist  new  settlers  by  such  acts 
of  kindness.  Occupying  an  old  deserted  hut,  and  quartering  our- 
selves upon  the  settlers  in  their  log  cabins,  we  got  through  the 
winter,  and  in  the  spring  erected  log  cabins  for  ourselves.  When 
we  arrived,  Samuel  Faulkner  had  opened  a  small  framed  tavern, 
near  where  Mr.  Bradner's  store  now  is.  In  addition  to  the  Faulk- 
tters,  Hammond,  and  M*Coy,  there  was  here  when  we  arrived, 
Win.  Phcnix,  James  Logan,  David  Scholl,  John  Vandeventer,*  the 
father-in-law  of  Es<|.  Hammond,  Jared  Erwin,Wm.  Perrine.  There 
was  three  or  four  families  along  on  the  road  to  Williamsburg." 

"  There  had  been,  where  Dansville  now  is,  a  pretty  large  Indian 
settlement,  fifteen  or  twenty  huts  were  standing  when  white  settle- 
ment commenced,  and  several  Indian  families  lingered  for  several 
years  in  the  neighborhood." 

**  Game  was  very  abundant ;  the  new  settlers  could  kill  deer 
about  when  they  pleased.  After  yarding  their  sheep,  they  would 
often  have  to  go  out  and  scare  the  wolves  off.  In  cold  winter 
nights,  the  wolves  would  set  up  a  terrific  howl  in  all  the  surround- 
ing forests.  They  attacked  cattle ;  in  one  instance,  they  killed  a  cow 
of  my  grand-father  Martz.  Steel  traps,  dead  falls  and  pits,  were 
put  in  requisition,  and  soon  thinned  them  out.  There  was  fine  fish- 
ing in  the  streams.  Mill  Creek,  especially,  was  a  fine  trout  stream. 
Pigeons  were  so  abundant,  that  almost  uniformly,  newly  sowed 
fields  had  to  be  watched  almost  constantly." 

•  A  bn»tht'r  of  Isaac  Vaiuleventor,  the  early  Botlleron  Btiflfiilo  nmil  west  of  Clarence 
Hollow. 

XoTi.  —  The  author  copit^s  fmni  the  ipRnuscripts  of  W.  H.  C.  Hosmer,  E*4q.,  the  fol- 
iivwinsr  account  of  an  •*  ancient  pmvo  at  DansTille : "  — 

••Hiforo  the  Revohition.  acomiini;  to  Imlian  tradition,  a  l«ttle  took  place  on  a  hill 
a  few  milc-ft  (lintant  from  the  villng«'  of  DnnsviUo,  N'twti'n  the  CnnintiH)  ludLinn  aiul 
tbofte  liviiijf  on  the  •(la-nope-'jn»-^i>.*  [Canaj»cnuja]  Cn'<'k.  A  chief  of  the  latter,  of 
f^reat  renown,  was  riain,  and  hurif*!  with  prt^at  jKmip  l»y  hit*  tribesmen.  When  the 
whites*  first  8**ttleii  h<Tt\  thr  s|M»t  when*  he  f.'U  was  niarketl  by  a  brge  hole  dug  in  the 
•ihape  of  a  man  pntstratc,  with  hw  amis  extende*!.  An  Indian  trail  leil  l»y  the  place, 
tod  the  pciAsinsr  red  man  wni*  accu.«>tomed  to  clear  away  the  drv  leaver  and  nrufth 
blown  in  bv  the  winds.  The  chief  was  interrttl  in  an  <»ld  burial  place  near  the  j^reskut 
Bte  of  the  Lutheran  Chiiri'li  in  the  vill.•^J^»  of  DanKvillo.  The  ground  was  formerly 
*\irfrtHl  with  pnives  to  the  extent  of  two  or  three  a'^res*.  His  niouuroent  consist*.'*!  of 
alar:;e  pile  of  wnall  stones,  gathere*!  fr»)m  tinu*  to  tiuje  by  the  native<s  from  a  hill,  a 
mile  distant :  pa»<in^.  they  wouhl  add  to  the  heap,  by  toining  on  it,  aAcr  the  maimer 
i»f  the  ancient  Caledonians,  their  rude  tributes  of  aflbctiun." 
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promineDt  merchants  of  Dansyille.  Mr.  Shepherd  died  in  1829  ; 
Bfr.  Bnulner  is  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  DansviUe  ;  Mr.  Smith 
is  a  Si>n  of  the  earlv  landlord  on  the  main  road  from  Avon  to  Cale- 
donia. 

Pioneer  settlers  of  Dansville,  other  than  those  named  : —  Natha- 
niel Porter,  John  Haas.  Thoiras  McWhorter,  Saniuel  Shannon, 
James  Harrison,  Daniel  Hamsher,  Mathew  Dorr,  Oliver  Warren. 
«  nephew  of  Dr.  Warren,  of  Revolutionary  memory. 

C\>I.  Nathaniel  Rochester  became  a  resident  of  Dansviile  in  1810. 
purchasing  a  large  tract  of  land,  which  includes  the  greater  portion 
of  ilie  water  power  now  within  the  limits  of  the  corporation.  The 
old  Williamson  mills  were  embraced  in  his  purchase.  He  added 
to  the  mills,  a  paper  mill,  the  pioneer  establishment  in  that  line,  in 
all  western  New  YorL  *  In  1815,  Col.  Rochester  sold  his  land, 
mills,  and  water  power,  to  the  Rev.  Christian  Endress  from  the 
boromrh  of  Easton,  Pa.,  and  Mr.  Jacob  Opp,  from  Northampton  Co.. 
Pk.  Mr.  Endresa  resided  in  Dansviile  but  a  year,  when  he  return- 
ed, :>nd  resumed  the  chai^  of  a  German  Lutheran  cougregation  in 
Easton.  He  died  in  Lancaster,  Pa.,  in  1827.  His  interest  in 
Dansviile  was  purchased  by  Dr.  James  Faulkner.  Judge  Endress 
and  Dr.  Endress,  of  Dansviile,  are  his  sons.  Mr.  Opp  died  in 
Dansviile,  in  1847,  aged  84  years.  Henry  B.  Opp,  of  Dansviile,  is 
his  $4:»n. 

North  Dansviile,  in  which  is  the  site  of  Dansviile  village,  was  in 
the  county  of  Steuben,  until  1S22,  when  it  was  attached  to  the 
town  of  Sparta,  Livingston  county.  In  1846,  the  old  town  of 
Sparta  was  divided  into  three  towns  —  of  which  the  town  of 
North  Dansviile,  three  miles  square,  was  one.  The  town  of  Dans- 
viile, is  still  in  Steuben  county. 

Although  it  is  one  of  the  pioneer  localities,  of  the  Genesee  coun- 
try, and  commenced  in  an  early  period  to  be  a  place  of  considera- 
ble business,  DansviUe  was  but  little  known  in  the  northern  por- 
tion of  western  New  York,  until  after  the  completion  of  the  Gene- 
lee  Vallev  Canal :  and  even  now,  awav  from  the  main  eastern  and 
western  thoroughfares,  as  it  is,  it  may  well  be  presumed  that  this 
work   will  fall  into  the  hands  of  manv  readers,  who  have  neither 


•  T>.o  pun*  iteUt  at  Dansviile  and  fii*  water  poirer.  luwuiTited  thif  branch  of  manu- 
factLr»5  iLerv  to  a  pvnt  I'xtiut.      Thvxv  were  Uy^ir  largv  paper  milLi  tluire  in  1644, 
iifrufiiring  oTvr  j(  100,000  vortli  of  I'AptT  fvt  aonum. 
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seen  the  biBtfiii^  proqperota  large  riHagep  hid 

southern  hOk,  nor  perhapi»  read  any  aecount  of  h.    For 

100,  a  brief  topographicai  sketch  will  be  gireD' 

the  oniform  purpose  of  the  author,  in  this  historj  of 

tlement 

Though  some  sixteen  miles  from  the  Genesee  Rireri 
at  the  heKi  of  the  Genesee  Valley.*  Coming  down  thniq|hd»» 
row  goiges  of  All^any  and  the  southern  portion  of 
river  has  but  an  occasional  broad  sweep  of  flats;  mti  if, 
Morris.    The  flats  oi  the  river  are  oontinaoiBw  and 
form  width,  from  a  few  miles  above  Rochesier,  to 
from  which  point  gradoally  narrowinf^  they  frdknr  the 
Canascraga  to  DansviDe,  where,  after  widening  oat. 
rising  in  beantifiil  taUe  lands,  they  come  to  an  abni|it 
and  are  hemmed  in  by  hils.    The  .Canascnga,  IB  Gndt  fli 
Stony  Brook,  coming  down  from  the  Jwgh^^"^ 
gorges,  enter  the  valley  and  imite  mainly  witlnn  the 
The  Canascraipi  enters  the  valley  tiuoogb  a 
"  Fog's  Hole,"  through  which,  climbing  along  a  sleep 
then  descending  lo  a  level  with  the  stream,  passes  the 
road.     Upon  the  opposite  ndeoTthe  stream  from  the 
the  whole  length  of  the  narrow  pass,  is  a  perpendicatar 
rocks,  an  hundred  feet  in  height.     Beyocd  this  passuihe 
widens  out  occasionally,  into  small  areas  of  intervale,  bat 
highlands  rise  in  near  proxioiity  on  either  hand.     The 
wild  and  romantic,  at  every  step  reminding  the 
server,  of  the  written  descriptions  of  the  passes  of  the  Mp^ 
creek  making  in  from  another  direction^  has  arapiddeacentfera 
siderable  distance,  before  reaching  the  vaBey,  frnnishiDar  a 
sioD  of  hydraulic  facilities^  as  does  the  Canascraga, 
from  the  highlands,  and  for  a  considerable  distance  below.    1^ 
aggregate  durable  water  poner  of  both  streams,  before 
their  union,  is  immense  — largely  improved  now —  and  cqmd  » 
pr»eiit  or  prospective  requirements. 

At  the  head  of  the  valley,  is  a  succession  of  prooMioi 

lookifig  the  town,  upon  one  of  which  is  a  rural  cemetery.  Dot 
Mt.  Hope,  at  the  other  extremitv  of  the  Genesee  VaDev. 


pctbif*  be  beOK. 
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ing  in  its  shades,  u\x>n  its  slopes  and  summits,  are  all  that  was  earth- 
ly ot'  nearlv  all  the  Pioneers,  who,  enterinc  that  l)eautitul  vallev, 
when  it  was  a  wilderness,  laid,  amid  toil,  disease,  and  privations,  the 
foundation  of  that  busy  scene  of  enterprise,  prosjierity  and  happi- 
ness. Admonished  mav  their  successors  and  inheritors  be,  that 
their  spirits  may  be  lingering  ujxm  that  summit,  guardians  and 
watchers,  over  those  to  whom  they  bequeathed  so  rich  an  inherit- 
ance.    Let  that  elevated  citv  of  the  dead,  ho  to  them  a  Mount  Sinai 

m 

or  an  Iloreb.  from  which  to  catch,  as  if  by  inspiration,  a  moiety  of 
the  stern  resolves,  the  moral  courage,  the  patriotism,  of  the  Pioneers. 

The  main  street  of  the  town  is  parallel  with,  and  at  the  base  of 
mn  unbroken  range  of  high  land,  rising  to  the  height  of  nearly  five 
hundred  feet  —  steep,  but  yet  admitting  of  cultivation.  Cultivated 
fields  and  woodlands,  rising  one  above  another,  fonn  the  back  ground, 
or  rural  landscaj>e :  in  the  foreground  are  gentle  otTsets,  or  table 
lands,  at  the  termination  of  which,  the  Canascraga  winds  along  the 
base  of  another  similar  hill,  or  mountain  range ;  to  the  left  are  the 
headlands,  that  have  been  named,  and  to  the  right,  the  Canascra- 
ga, winiiing  along  between  the  two  ranges  of  highlands,  flows  to  min- 
gle its  waters  with  the  Genesee,  at  Mount  Morris. 

The  Genesee  Vallev  Canal,  terminates  a  half  mile  from  main  street, 
where  it  is  fed  from  Mill  creek,  and  a  mile  below,  at  Woodville, 
receives  the  waters  of  the  Canascraea.  The  canal  terminating 
too  far  from  the  central  business  kKalitv  of  the  town,  individual 
enterprise  has  supplied  a  side  cut,  or  slip  which  remedies  the  incon- 
venience. 

In  reference  to  the  whole  scenery  of  the  southern  portion  of  the 
Genesee  country,  the  upper  vallies  of  the  Genesee,  the  Canascraga, 
the  Alloiranv,  the  Cattarauinis,  the  Conhocton,  and  the  Canisteo,  it 
mav  here  l»e  remarked,  that  the  traveller  or  tourist  of  what  Mr. 
Williamson  called  the  "  northern  plains, "  who  breaks  out  for  a 
summer  excursion  to  the  east,  the  north  or  the  west,  may  be  told 
that  a  day's  journey  to  the  south,  will  bring  him  to  a  region  of  hill 
and  vallev,  rivers  and  creeks,  mountains  and  rivulets,  cultivated 
fields  and  wild  wixxllands,  which  should  satisfv  anv  reasonable  desire 
for  the  romantic  and  picturescjue.  And  if  health  is  the  object  of 
his  summer  wanderings,  no  where  can  he  breathe  "  freer  and  deej^r,'* 
of  a  pure  and  invigorating  atmosphere  —  or  drink  from  purer  springs 
and  streams.  —  thau  in  ail  our  local  southern  region. 
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WILLIAM  FITZHTGH. 


He  was  of  a  family,  the  name  azMl  serrio&i  tA  wtldi  s?»  sir 
mateiv  bieLd-ed  w"lth  the  hlstorv  of  iLc  itirriaz  eveiLH  oc  rsit  2^ 
otu:ion   in   the  C'>l'>:iv   of  M%rTlai«d.    The   fatoer.  C:c   Wia 
Pitzhu^r;.  n*i:wi  t/ie  cotnmLsaioi;  of  CoJotel   in  the   Brii:iii  irro 
relireii  ujn>ti  hsif  p3v,  whea  the  trr^iblea  bctweer.  the  ct~jii:Cii!:i  a 
the  motftrrr  eoantrr  cornrfierxeii-     He  resided  ac  the  0:01  if' » 
Patuxerit.  where  he  had  a  iarje  estate,  a  farm.  ocLILi   as*!  zidanoi' 
toriei.     £xercL*:L2  an  tinusii:^  «hare  of  indt^ence  v.di  11.5  isbv 
citizens.  Lie  Bhtish  eolocial  Governor  made  him  the  extribJrtiiaT 
oQer  of  a   coritlnuance  of  his  rank  zed   hilf  paj.  a:jLi   iiit  otfE 
f-osse^sioL  of  Ls  [iZfji«:ny  li  he  w*ju!d  recr^aii.  a  neu'irai   :s.  rie  a* 
test.     Th'ju^ri  an  i:;vali*d.  hv   rea*>n  'X  pr.vsica-  :'- nmrKi-  se  »• 
jected  the  overture,  surrendere^i  nls  cofrxir.isskOG  —  {•jt  ratzitr  mz  i 
upon  the  GoTe.Tior's  table  when  he  refused  to  receire  li) — iscas- 
a^ed  hli  two  soriS  to  r^ke  cornrr.issiOLs  :q  L'le  "rehet "  artmr,  ':aciic 
h:fr«seli  a  seat  in   tr^  Executire  council  of  Marrlasil  u>  .uec  a 
devisiLs  wavs  acd  OTieans  for  his  c*vantrv'f  dcIiTeraixe-     Hi*  is 
estate,  ei*v  of  access  from  its  localitv.  was  of  cosine  d^jr^xagc  u  ■- 
lice  a:  i  -.r.e  *o:ch.     I:.  :r.e  ar.-jer.ce  of  :he  fa 'her  ar.-i  «« -cs.  1.  -raail 

u>VL  ::.e  e-tVr.    i:.!  Cirr».:.L'  :.r:r=e!f  Cir..-!  ii'es  :l  her  iiricT-^:: 

I:  wa.«  r.o'.vrTer.  .u:  a  -a'l: :  z.z  off  •;•:  •ie:?:!r-T  fjc  a  '.rle:  3t*:i*JL  i 

iirfii.v  ri'^e:.'.^  to  ri;.  is*.  .Mrr*  rirtv  ni^es  uj  trie  nver  wr^re  —  rc!Xix> 
td  U-' '...  tr.-  cor.'.e*:  e.v:e>i-* 

The  v.:..  Coi.  Perrrcrir.e  F':'zhTjjh.  was  first  co'Anzzus^zrjtd  Ji  * 
corps  of  l.j'r/.  hor^.  h-,;*. ::.  a.^.jrr  fjerl-jii  •>f  ::.e  wir  wi«  ecLr.'Ie: a 
tr^e  ir....:ar3/  •'--''"•7  ''-'  ^^ -^f^M'^'j^-  jC/*See  S- -•!-:*.  \r.;Ljm. 
the  rri-.re  iT.rrie'iiav  -^h  ect  of  ::-s  r.rief  sketch,  se.^veti  is  a  Cjm.o: 
ir.  --  d-T;i.  :.  .'.:'  /:3.Ta]rv.  a:.d  af'^r   :r.e  -A^r.  wii^   3.  njer.""*er  "f  3 

hiii  r/.i  ie  --.rr  rirj,..:i:r.:.'ir.ce  of  Mr.  WLla^^i-^ti.  a^c  Lii  T^iniai 


•  pr.-..j.i..;  :•  :..  JL--.  LJrH'*  -W^.d-ttc/  ti*  B*t/j 
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Genesee  Country.  When  Col.  William  Fitzhugh  first  visited  the 
country  in  1800  in  company  with  Col.  Nathaniel  Rochester,  Major 
Charles  Carroll,  and  several  others,  he  brought  a  letter  of  introduc- 
tion t«>  Mr.  Williamson  from  his  brother,  for  himself  and  Col.  Koche«- 
ler  ;  Major  Carroll  as  would  seem  from  the  reading  of  the  letter, 
having  previously  known  him.  During  this  visit,  in  addition  to  a 
third  interest  in  the  "100  acre  Tract"  at  the  Falls  of  the  Genesee,  pur- 
chase* 1  in  company  with  Messrs.  Rochester  and  Carroll,  jointly  with 
Mr.  Carroll  he  purchased  on  the  Canascraga,  in  Groveland  and  Spar- 
ta r2,000  acres  of  Mr.  Williamson,  paying  8  200  per  acre. "  Their 
thict  embraced  the  old  site  of  Williamsburg,  Mr.  Williamson  having 
abandoned  his  enterprise  of  forming  a  town  there  atter  the  failure 
with  his  German  colony.  Leaving  their  properly  in  the  care  of  an 
agent.  Messrs.  Fitzhugh  and  Carroll  did  not  emigrate  with  theii 
families  until  1810,  when  a  division^  of  the  joint  purchase  was 
matle. 

Col.  Fitzhugh  died  in  1839,  aged  78  years;  his  wife,  who  wqs  the 
daughter  of  Col.  Daniel  Hughes,  of  Washington  county,  Md.,  died  in 
1820.  aged  5{y  years.  The  surviving  sons  and  daughters  are :  — 
Wni.  H.  Fitzhugh,  residing  upon  the  old  homestead  in  Maryland  ; 
Dr.  D.  H.  Fitzhugh,  residing  upon  the  Canascraga  four  miles  from  Mt. 
Morris ;  James  Fitzhugh,  in  Ohio  county,  Ky.:  Richard  P.  Fitzhugh, 
on  the  Canascraga  near  his  brother  Daniel ;  Henry  Fitzhugh,  in 
Oswego ;  Mr.«<.  Dr.  Frederick  F.  Backus,  of  Rochester ;  Mrs. 
James  G.  Birney,  of  Kentucky ;  Mrs.  Gerrit  Smith  of  Peterboro  ; 
Mrs.  John  T.  Talman,  of  Rochester;  Mrs.  Lieut.  J.  W.Swift, 
of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  residing  at  Geneva.    A  son,  Judge  Samuel 


•  Their  tract  wa**  prinoipnllv  uji  h«nl«  :  a  rtranpc  clioiw  it  wan  thoiiirht  at  the  time, 
when  tlwy  w»'rv  otfonni  the  Mt.  Mornr»  tnuTt,  with  itn  bfautiful  sweciw  »f  riat**,  at  $.'^00 
iM-r  at'fi'.  Hut  tlicv  ]\m\  ooiim»  fnun  u  ro^it.n  wlu'n»  tiiiilHT  wan  pcjinv,  aiid  t!it»v  had 
leanKtl  tn  apprtvijit*'  ita  vahie  and  with  n»fen»iuv  to  intrinsic  relative  vahie  of  Hoil ; 
tinif.  and  ini]tn>Vi'<.l  systonis  i»f  ciihivati«»n  aiv  fant  domonxtnitinju:  that  thrir  chi»ici>  of 
laj)d4  w:m  far  k'lw  injiidii'ioU8  than  it  umhI  to  hf  0(»nmdfn>d.  The  late  Major  Sp(>nctT 
told  thf  autlhtr  tliat  the  uplandrt  upin  \m  tine  fiuin  were  worth  a»  much  pt>r  acre  ad  his 
Cat4L 

Note. —  TIjo  Slinkrr  m'ttl«»nient  at  the  junction  <»f  the  Ki^IuKiua  crivk  with  tho 
CMii:tFH*rHira  a  fi*w  niiK>sa)Mtve  Mt.  Morris,  wliere  the  GvnettHJ  Vallev  canal  enti-rs  the 
\iini'y  t.t"  iht'  Oaiiii«j*-niu;i.  isa]>art  of  the  original  Fitahut^h  and  Cam>U  trart.  The 
B»*'i«ty  ]»(:ri'has<Hl  of  Or.  Fit/.hn^-h,  a  ft-w  yt'arswnoe.  17()*>  acres,  for  which  th«\v  piud 
$i«:J.tHMi ;  :u)d  to  whii'h  tlu-v  haw  adtU^l  st-vcral  liun«lred  acrvH.  Their  onraniKition  is 
ift»r  tli»'  man  her  "if  \\ir  HM-H-tii-r*  at  Ni>kayuna  and  New  LeUiiK»n  ;  tliey  an*  ent«'q>ri- 
krnj  ai:d  pn>^|^■rllus  :  tht> nist-Ivt-M  and  their  l^'autiful  locution  one  of  tlie  many  objects 
'.f  Uitena^t  iu  the  Houthem  portion  of  our  local  region. 
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Fitzfao^fa.  residmg  at  Mt.  Morris,  died  in  1M9 :  and 
Robert,  died  in  GroTeiai^.  in  1S96.     There  aie  orer  ^ 
ants  cpf  CoL  Wm.  Fitzhngfa. 


CHARLES  CA&20LL 


His  coonectiofi  with  Messrs  Rochester  and  Fhzzntz^  wsn 
advent  to  thk  region  with  them  in  1^00.  wiQ  hare  bees,  zsx. 
He  had  preiioiishr  in  the  year  179^  with  a  brocher.  Dasjei  Cx: 
been  here  upon  a  tour  of  exploratioQ.  Tbej  came  x^  '23t  Sb 
hannah  roate.  with  pack  maies,  made  a  genenl  tmreyoc  :=e  s 
try,  were  pleased  with  it  bat  made  no  inrestmefkif  a§  wul  s 
terred.  imtil  INM).  Their  residence  in  Mart  land  «w  ai  BA 
near  Ha^ntown :  the  eariier  booie  ot"  the  famlij  hakf  bsm.  ! 
the  fite  of  the  city  of  WashinjToQ ;  the  ca{xta!  of  the  Vzineni  Sc 
cow  occupies  a  portion  of  the  estate  of  their  &tfaer.  CbarSei  Ca 
who  was  a  coosin  of  '"  Charles  CairoO  of  Carp^fiion.' 

The  aathiTr  has  little  of  the  hiftorr  of  MaV)r  CarroIL  *£ae:ciBg 
wiL%  L^it  o:  hi*  asa^xriaije*.  Me<v?r5.   R«:fcies:er  i:>i  Piizi-arL 
died  a:  his  rrs>ieLce   I::  Groveli&i  izi   1ST7.  tr*»i  60  j-tti^s. 
iiTlnc  s-'.^is  are:  —  Ciar-e*  Carrc-il  'iie  occurar.:  •x  :rjt  *i  cesE 
recetiiv  the  rexiTesen'^tiTe  m  CoDcre*?  of  thit  LiTin^n-.c  iza 
tario  district  azjd  a  Sta'te  Senator,  Dr.  I>ar.ii5:^  J.  Cirrii  :c  ] 
York ;  W.ii:arrj  T.  Carrot  a  c>rk  c-f  th^  S::r<ne^Lrr  C-  cr:  ^ 

* 

ULte^i  Sia:e«.  Daujr/jer?  h-?ca.T*e  the  w;t*-«  >:'  H-er_-r  F-r: 
of  t^-arejo  :  M*?s«  Tail*  ■:'  Waihii^Tor-  D.  C.  :  I*r  Ktr 
L\r.r  c:'  S -  I>:'ui5.  Tr^e  tr! le*:  s:r.  was  "lad  -^-ira-jt  S<»:7»ci: 
Mr.  Cl'sv,  at  Gbet::  l*c^<r..r.z  <--••::  afjer  th*  ci^^-rk  c-r  r^s  it 
w  ho  h*  :  :r.*  --ffice  of  Receiver  a:  Franklin,  M^sstiori.  he  was  i 
.u  an  a£riv  "AiLch  occnrre^i  in  tr.a:  t 


TfR-rv  carnc   to   the  Ger>e?i^*  c-.-uLtrv  wi*^  Mess-».    F-oa 

R  ^-'^-^ttf-r  ::tA  C^TTf'...  cr  a!  a*---!  'r.e  far/rf  :  r^e.  C-.-.  J  -ifc?  : 
r..  n  .•:  \V;»ir  r  r:-:-:.  c-yjitT.  Mc  Wm  Beil.  a::-:  J  ^.r  Wjp 
rrr.if-ck  r-ur.:-..  r..  H.c::.:re  lurcha-rO  -f  Mr.  W:»j>». 
oc  tl^ie  r.ver.  :ri  Atocu  1500  acres  of  iaiulufcc  wnic^^Kel 
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xad  and  Samuel  Hr^rmire  now  reside.  The  father  never  emijrrated. 
Messrs.  Beal  and  Wilson  purchased  a  lai^  tract  on  the  Canascraga. 
in  Sparta. 


AVOX. 


Gilbert  R.  Bern-,  was  the  first  permanent  settler  in  what  is  no 
Avon.*  He  was  from  Albany.  He  marrieii  the  daughter  of  the 
early  Indian  trader,  Wemple.  who  has  been  named  in  connection 
with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kirkland.  Engai^ing  in  the  Indian  trade,  he 
locattni  first  at  Geneva,  and  in  1789,  removed  to  the  Genesee  river, 
erected  a  K^  house  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  near  the  prt'sent 
bridi^*,  oj^ned  a  trade  with  the  Indian  village  of  Canawaugus,  os 
tabiished  a  ferr}%  and  entertained  the  tew  travellers  that  passed 
lhn.>ugh  on  the  old  Niagara  trail.  He  died  in  '96  or  '7,  and  was 
succeeded  by  his  widow.  The  Holland  Purchase  being  opened  for 
settlement  soon  afterwards,  the  "Widow  Berry's"  tavern  was 
widolv  know  in  all  earlv  vears,  west  of  the  river;  and  besides  fur- 
nijhirjii  a  comfortable  resting  place  lor  early  Pioneers,  in  her  prim- 
itive tavern,  some  of  the  l>est  wives  and  mothers  of  the  Genesee 
count  r\'.  were  reared  and  fitted  for  the  duties  of  life.  Her  daughters 
became  the  wives  of  Geo.  Hi^smer.  Es<].,  of  Avon,  E.  Clark  Hickox, 
the  early  merchant  of  Batavia  and  ButTalo,  John  Mastick,  Esc].,  the 
Pioneer  lawyer  of  Rochester,  and  George  A.  Tiffany,  whose  father 
was  one  of  the  early  printers  of  Canandaigua. 

C.ipt.  John  Ganson,  was  the  pioneer  settler  following  Mr.  Berr}-. 
HiSdiiiL:  a  conunission  in  the  Revolutionar}*  war.  he  had  accompanied 


•  T"'..*  i^  afWHiitnl  fr\>!ii  thi»  K*?t  tufortuation  the  author  ha.*  boon  «Me  t«>  obtain . 
JT/..  ..  Ki^o  was  :•:  .VviMi  in  tho  sr.me  yoar.  ami  must  haro  fc-ltltHi  there  amii  alter 
tfr  i'  r-v.  ili»nr.iii  and  WiUiam  IV-sJia.  were  up«n  the  "  Do*lia  Flat*."  as  i-arly  as 
T".*.  ...,\u\v.z,  i.i:ilir  rill  Iiiili,v.i  irr.n: ;  Init  tho  title  fiiilinir.  ther  n.^nit>Ttyl  to  Caiukia. 
n.-  ■  ^  r^  Tisrro  \\\  tl.ai  Ttir.  U-si.ifs*,  ft*v«*nil  ht^uU of  ianiilit>s^wkii»  are  ^upp^.'Sl^i  uot 
:«■  :. ;  -^  Uru  |Hrn:ai;.';::'M::!ers.  Tho  i*»n  of  the  Whl  Rice  namt^l  al«ore,  xr.a  the 
Lr>i:  :•  r:-  \\\^^\\  tl.t-  riu'.i^s  .iji.l  G^^rh.im*'*  r::rv*h;i».  iio  vast  uanM\l  "Oliver  rhel)« 
I' '.  •*  .'  .li.^  rhelj^  iT.iw  him  an  llM  aiTv*  of  Und  in  Livonia,  mhioh  he  iKV:pit««J 
x\-  r.  ■ »  r^vaiiio  ot  ;s.,i'.  Mrs*.  '.\kx'  wx<  a  C"»»«i  b|«ev*inien  of  tho  <n>ni:  mtndi'xi.  tner- 
.vis-  ^  ■  v..t:\  u-l.i*  wrrr  Tb.i-  )  k^iitvr  ini'th*  i>  of  th»*nnn'»n.  Skilled  a*  a  n.idwifo  and 
:ur-  -*;•  wtnT  mmi  m  ::'.«! iien:  to  M'trlrimut.  and  fr^-m  Ii<oal«in  \t\\\^  o.iH::.  ••fteii 
\\\\  >  :.  iT  ::.<  jliuv  t'f  a  |  h\sio»a:\.  Her  rjar.v  aot*  A  kindno»««  are^mti  f:lly  roiuoin- 
^r«.'*i  '>y  :h-.'  early  liontvi^.  Hn.  Gvtuld  of  Lima,  aud  Mr&  Rhodiv  of  in.'iu«<xs  aiv 
ker  dauA;httiri. 
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the  expeditioD  d  Gen.  SnDiraiL  Before  the  treatj 
in  1788^  be  reraited  the  country,  and  idected  a  bm  tnct  tf  U 
on  the  river,  about  two  miles  below  Aron.  His  aooa  Jala  mi 
James  wintered  in  a  cabin  in  178S,  '9,  upon  the  proniKi;  aa^^ 
father  and  famflv  came  on  in  the  faD  erf*  1789.  Drning  the  idl- 
ing winter  they  erected  a  rode  **  tub  mill "  on  the  mtuM  itnam  im 
puts  into  the  rirer  on  the  Markbam  farm.  It  wau  a  amai  if 
building;  no  boards  coold  be  had;  the  curb  was  omlecf 
plank;  the  spindle  was  made  by  straightening  oat  a  ieclian«f  a 
tire ;  the  stones  were  roughly  carved  oat  of  native  rock. 
was  no  bolt,  the  sobstitote  being  hand  sieves^  made  ct  wfBmiL  ft 
was  a  mde,  primitive  concern ;  bat  it  would  mash  the 
better  tham  a  wooden  mortar  and  pestle;  and  was  qiBle 
tion  to  the  country.  It  preceded  the  ADan  nuB  a  few 
if  we  diall  call  it  a  miD,  it  was  the  first  in  the  GeneM 
buckwheat  that  has  been  mentioned,  pioduced  wptm 
was  ground  or  mashed  in  it,  having  been  carried  there 
through  the  woods,  by  Jared  Boughton,  in  the  bU  of  1789; 
producer,  and  mill  bey  (or  man)  lives  to  eat  buck m  heat 
the  winter  of  1850, '51.  Borrowing  the  language  of  Shakspcai^ 
applying  it  to  this  one  of  the  few  survivors  of  thateariy 

"  Good  cigtsatm  vah  on  sppedsbt, 
JLiA  beafah  on  iMk" 

Capu  Ganson  had  claimed  title  either  under  the  Indian 
under  the  Lessees,  which  failed,  and  CoL  Wm.  Markfaaat 
his  successor.  He  resided  for  several  years  afterwaid% 
east  of  Avon,  on  the  main  road.  As  early  as  1788, 
of  the  comineccement  of  surveys  upoo  the  Hcfland 
Gaiison,  had  pushed  on  to  the  west  side  of  the  river,  and 
the  pioneer  tavern  stand  of  Charles  Wilbur,  on  the  tfaea  Kiairf 
civilization,  one  mile  east  of  the  present  village  of  Le  Rot.  b  m 
location  he  was  widely  known  in  early  years.  His  boose  ws  ii 
home  of  early  land  agents,  surveyors,  explorcfs  and  pioneer  *iin 
He  was  both  loved  and  feared  by  the  Indians ;  they  came  to  ha 
for  counsel  and  advice ;  and  when  they  became  tnrbaleiit  x  ihtf 
drunken  frolics  ar.d  threatened  outrage,  he  w<iuld  qaeS  tfaeiB  h;  im 
determined  wiiL  or  with  his  strong  arm.  He  was  even  idtra  z  la 
Revolutionary  prir.cipkrs.  When  he  came  upon  the  river,  he  mi 
the  Butler  Rangers — the  tories  of  the  Be volotiao. 
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being  agreeable  neighbors ;  he  was  impatient  to  see  the  last  of  them 
on  their  way  to  Canada. 

Township  10,  R.  7,  (Avon,)  was  sold  by  Mr.  Phelps  to  "  Wads- 
worth,  Lewis  &  Co."  Those  interested  in  the  purchase,  were  :  — 
William  Wadsworth,  of  Farmington,  Conn.,   (a  cousin  of  James 

and  William,) Wells  of  Hartford,  Isaiah  Thompson,  Timothy 

Hosmer,  and Lewis.  The  price  paid  was  Is  6d,  N.  E.  cur- 
rency per  acre ;  "  a  high  price  at  the  period,  in  consequence  of  the 
large  amount  of  open  flats."  Dr.  Hosmer,  and  Thompson,  were  the 
only  ones  of  the  proprietors  who  became  residents.  Major  Thomp- 
son, who  had  not  brought  his  family,  died  the  first  season,  of  billious 
fever.  His  son  Charles  afterwards  became  a  resident,  and  died  in 
Avon,  many  years  since.  Mrs,  Tompkins,  of  Batavia  is  a  grand- 
daughter of  Major  Thompson. 

Dr.  Timothy  Hosmer  was  a  native  of  West  Hartford,  Conn. 
With  a  little  more  than  an  ordinary  academical  education,  he  be- 
came a  student  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Dickinson,  of  Middleton. 
But  recently  settled  in  practice  in  Farmington,  at  the  breaking  out 
of  the  Revolution,  he  entered  the  service  of  the  colonies,  as  a  sur- 
geon, in  the  Connecticut  line.  Serving  in  that  capacity  through 
the  eventful  crisis,  he  retired,  happy  in  the  recollection  of  its  glori- 
ous result,  but  like  most  of  those  who  had  achieved  it,  poor  and 
pennyless,  a  growing  family  dependent  on  his  professional  services 
for  support.  In  the  army  he  had  acquired  a  high  reputation  in  his 
profession ;  especially  for  his  successful  treatment  .of  the  small  pox, 
at  Danbury,  where  an  army  hospital  had  been  established  for  patients. 
The  discovery  of  Jenner,  having  been  but  recently  promulgated  in 
Europe,  its  efficacy  was  a  mooted  question ;  with  a  professional 
boldness  which  was  characteristic  of  the  man,  he  espoused  the  new 
discovery,  and  used  it  with  great  success.  His  mate,  in  the  army, 
was  Dr.  Eustis,  afterwards  Secretary  of  War. 

Personally  acquainted  with  Mr.  Phelps,  and  hearing  of  his  pur- 
chase in  the  Genesee  coimtry,  partly  from  a  love  of  adventure  and 


Note. — James  and  John  Ganson  the  sons,  were  early  laDdlords  at  Le  Roy  and 
BtafTord.  Mrs.  Warren  residing  near  Lockport,  is  a  daughter.  James  Gaifson  is  still 
fivinp;,  a  resident  of  Jackson.  Michigan;  his  sons,  are  John  S.  Ganson,  of  Buifido, 
President  of  the  Bank  of  Attica ;  Joseph  Ganson,  a  merchant  of  BrockjM)rt,  Hiram, 
Cornelius  and  Comeil,  residents  of  Michigan,  and  anotlier  son  resides  in  Miiwaukea 
The  sons  of  John  Ganson,  are  Dr.  Holton  Ganson  of  Batavia;  John  Gannon,  an  Attor- 
ney in  BafBdo;  and  James  Ganson,  Cashier  of  the  Marine  Bank  of  Buffido. 
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nfr w  '^Tifftrjirife,  and  [*artly  to  escape  from  ^i  large  znc^'.c^  's^'  »s 

rf'^iu;rir.:r  f''^^  much  of  con.-unt  toil,  in  1790,  h^  vVte-d  L':^  roi 

in  corr.i^iiriv  v^-ith  Major  Thorn frs^^n,  with  whom,  for  xb^ms^.'ri  lu 

v^yf^f^.Hrf.^.  he  made   the   pmrchase  of  a  toivn«hif».     Spei^iinr  :» 

fummf  r  fA  "flO  in  Avon  ;   in  '91   he  brouzht  on  his  two  sons.  F?£S- 

erifk  riri'J  Svdnev;  erecting  a  lo?  house,  the  first  dweHiriS  oi :« 

jtTc^cuX  -Ife  of  Avon,  where  Mr.  Merrill's  house  now  star-i«.    Hi 

wholf  r^rnily  joined  him  in  1792.     Coming  into  the  wildemes? 'rl 

oth'T  o}^.^•r:t^  in  view,  he  wa^  forced  hv  necessitv  —  bv  the  ii^^jot 

of  otli«T*»  of  his  profession,  to  entratre  in  practice,  which  \a  c  c:2- 

ucd  uii»j|  relieved  by  others-     Amonsr  the  old  pioneers  whoii: 

primitive  days,  were  in  detached  settlements  throughout  a 

ranir<'.  yrm  wiii  hear  him  spoken  of;  and  esf«ecial]y  do  they  ! 

Iht  hi«;  d.-n-LMrd  '»f  fali;rue,  his  long,  night,  wood's  rides.  proziTM 

more  l»y  a  spirit  of  lienevolence  than  professional  gain:  hj  r»x 

hum«ir.  Mild  ihe  kind  words  he  always  had  to  cheer  the  desf-.jcar 

wlllrr.  wh«»  \s\\s  wrestling  with  disease,  or  the  hardships  of  :!•:?« 

life.     Tlif  hitiians  early  learned  to  appreciate  his  pTofessI^ci^i^  A 

and  j*T<i'iial  'j«»«Hi  offices.  They  named  him  **  At-tta-eu^.''  thehaiff 

fird:'>iM«f.     In  a  {^erio^i  of  doubt  as  to  their  relations  with  the  off 

sf^ii^r-.  I'.f  h»l|«<'d  to  rec«j:.c:le  the  in  and  aver:  a  thrrrriTer.*--:  iiiJff- 

W;:,r.  K  *:.l:iri"  \\:i'»  «'r::;iT.i7ed  \\*;  l*can,e  or:e  of  iis  Jcirr*  ^ 

*u('i*t',-,ir.i  Mr.  Thv!:*  ::«  tii-l  Ju^ii'e.  wi;:ch  ^rnce  he  he!:  u.-  '-t 

i::ilur  .'  y  i  iv.x*  i:*.-r;iry  \\\,<f  \  ai.i  t.i*  \\»:':,  Sfriecvi  llhrirr  t'.^  li 
a!..'!:  ■.  :•!  ::.«•  !  .rv-v.^*;^.  |-i  hi*  C''rrr<:->r.i:e:.ce  tt.'J:  M:^:^ 
W;-.  •- ..  :  '.'i  ;i::.i  Wi  .;  .*■•..  -a  r.ich  *}..*:  w^'s.  r.  Y.is  ^*rru5e:.  '-Jtrr  r! 
ir-.i^-  ■    •  -i  •  :  t*!'.-  *<■■  '■  ir.  •.:.».-  :••.-:.*  :i:.*i  ii--.va'.-5. ...:"  ariei-  ti-jr- 

H"     '  :  .;   N  »ven.r*'r.  1**15.  .-.zt-K  70  ve:-r«.     HLs  sTirs'iviir-cs 


■   •■  •  '.•  ......   ^^  ^_* 
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most  of'  whom  came  to  the  country  as  junior  pioneers,  are  William 
T.,  of  Meadville,  Pa.;  George,  of  Avon,  who  in  early  years  occu- 
pied a  conspicuous  position  at  the  bar  of  W.  N.  York,  the  father 
of  Wm.  H.  C.  Hosmer,  the  author  of  "  Yonnondio,"  "  Themes  of 
Song,"  and  other  poems ;  who  is  justly  entitled  to  the  position  that 
has  been  awarded  him  in  the  front  rank  of  American  scholars  and 
poets.  Geo.  Hosmer  pursued  his  early  studies  under  the  tuition  of 
the  Rev.  Ebenezer  Johnson  of  Lima ;  in  1799  entered  the  law 
oiSce  of  the  Hon.  Nathaniel  W.  Howell,  as  a  student ;  and  in  1802 
was  admitted  to  practice,  opening  his  office  in  Avon,  then  the  only 
lawyer  west  of  Canandaigua.  In  the  war  of  1812  he  was  upon  the 
frontier  as  the  aid  of  (Jen.  Hall.  He  is  now  C9  years  of  age. 
Timothy,  the  early  and  widely  known  landlord  at  Avon,  resides  at 
the  Four  Mile  creek,  near  Fort  Niagara ;  Sylvester,  in  Caledonia ; 
Albert  in  Hartland,  Niagara  co.  An  only  daughter  of  Judge  Hos- 
mer is  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Flavel  F.  Bliss,  of  Churchville.  Fred- 
erick Hosmer,  deceased,  was  a  son  of  Judge  Hosmer ;  he  was  the 
first  merchant  at  Avon  ;  another  son,  A.  Sydney  Hosmer,  was  long 
known  as  a  tavern  keeper  at  Le  Roy ;  he  emigrated  to  Wisconsin, 
where  he  died  in  1835. 

Colonel  William  Markham,  who  had  first  settled  at  Bloomfield, 
moved  to  Avon  in  1790.  In  Bloomfield  he  had  purchased  an  hundred 
acres  of  land,  and  paid  for  it  with  the  proceeds  of  one  acre  of  po- 
tatoes. With  the  proceeds  of  that  land,  he  purchased  and  paid  for 
the  fine  farm  on  the  river,  now  owned  by  his  son,  Guy  Markham, 
which  has  rented  for  $1,000  per  year.  He  became  a  useful,  public 
spirited  citizen,  and  his  name  is  mingled  with  the  reminiscences  of  the 
town,  in  all  early  years.  He  died  in  1827,  or  '8.  His  surviving  sons 
are :  Guy  and  Ira,  of  Rush,  Wayne,  on  Ridge  Road,  near  Clarkson, 
Vine,  in  Michigan.  Daughters :  —  Mrs.  Whitney,  Michigan ;  Mrs. 
Boughton  and  Mrs.  Dr.  Socrates  Smith,  of  Rush. 

Gad  Wadsworth  was  a  distant  connexion  of  James  and  William, 
and  came  in  with  them,  in  their  primitive  advent  in  1790,  in  care, 
personally,  pf  the  stock.  James  and  William  having  become,  by 
purchase  from  first  hands,  land  proprietors  in   Avon,  he  settled 


have  fought  tlie  battle  of  Independence,  in  America,  victorious  pver  the  minions  of  de»- 
potn.  And  if  I  may  bo  allowed  the  pri>'ile^  of  a  prediction,  I  shall  have  but  little 
nesitiition  in  prono\mcing,  that  the  extirpation  of  tyrants  and  ^n^anny  from  Europe^ 
is  but  a  small  remore  from  the  present  era." 
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tbere  in  1792,  his  fkrrn  being  what  are  dow  the  {axm§  afiu 
Henrv  WadswortK  &[»<!  Asa  Xowlen,  upon  which  are  the  1^% 
spriags.  He  died  soon  after  1S20,  oearlr  60  jean  oid.  Aiisor 
son  of  his,  Richard,  iiihabiied  that  part  of  the  iaim  upoct  -Kiua  IB 
sprmzB  are  situated,  and  soid  to  Mr.  Xovlen.  He  eHiipiofiC  t 
Sanduskv. 

Major  Isaac  Smith  was  the  eaHv  and  widely  knowB  YandjorLix 
mUes  west  of  the  river,  comrriencing  there  as  earlj  as  l^M.  Tv 
der  liis  roof,  a  large  pK^xirtion  of  the  Pioneers  west  of  the  r« 
have  found  rest  and  refreshoient ;  and  from  m^ier  h,  il  ntfj  av-  m 
added,  have  come  not  less  than  half  a  dozen  exoeIk;ct  wira  nc 
mothers.  Thev  were  :  —  Mrs.  Isaac  Satheiiand,  znd  Mrt.  £.  Ear 
berlv,  of  Batavia,  3Irs.  John  3I'Kav,  of  Caledonia,  Mn.  A.  Sidv 
Hosmer,  formeriv  of  Le  Rov,  3Ir5.  Faulkner,  of  DanrriLe.  vd 
Mrs.  Sylvester  Hosmer,  of  Caledonia.  S.  W.  Smith,  of  DxiffTSfc 
and  Nelson  Smith,  of  3Iichigan,  are  sons  of  the  earhr  lazidkrd 

The  next  landiord  at  Avon,  after  Gilbert  R.  Berry,  wits  Nioai 
Perry.  He  built  a  framed  house,  nortli  side  of  square.  o&  i:it  s 
now  occupied  by  the  dwelling  of  Mr.  Curtis  Hawley.  Perry  ga* 
grated  to  the  CV»nnecticut  Reserve,  and  was  succeeded  by  Syoaf 
Hosmfirr.  who  made  additioLs  to  tlje  house.  In  IS06  JasMrs  W*a- 
worJi  buijt  the  hotel  ou  the  comer,  and  so^n  after  scid  it  ic-  Siaacy 
and  W.  T-  Hosmer,  after  which  it  wii?  long  known  as  li» 
mer  Stand.*  Duriii^  the  war,  and  for  manv  vears  aiurr.  r 
kept  by  Timothy  Hosmer.  The  Oid  landlord  and  la'  dl:idy  sn-  s3 
alive,  the  oiftTiers  and  cccar'ant?  of  oije  of  the  finest  famtt  ii  tac 
region  of  fine  farms.  Niagara  county.  The  first  schoci  bcni»  *» 
a  k>2  one,  erected  a  little  north  of  the  Epi«coj:«a]  churcL  Jadff 
Ho?mer  and  the  Wads  wort  his.  bui^l  saw-iriij]?  on  lije  C-yDeFO- » 
early  a?  1796.  The  first  rrjeetitjr?  were  heid  in  the  log  sLc*.*.  ^' 
Ju'iz*^  Hosmer  usually  reading  tije  Episcoj'a]  service.  Mr. 
an  Ej;isco;'aI  clergj'man,  and  Rev.  Samuel  J.  MUk,  wtrt  eC7 
it^r.era:.!  ifjiriisters. 

Jehiel  Kelsev  vet  survives,  of  the  eariv  Pioneers  of  Avol.  5f 
has  reached  his  ^Oth  vear.  The  old  ^e.Mleman  si-eaJLs  fajnLi."T.t 
early  ev<rr.--.  of  the   |ieric»d  when  not  over  twenty  or  tweirr-r^* 
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men  could  be  raised  in  all  the  Genesee  valley,  to  put  a  log  bridge 
over  Deep  Hollow,  in  the  now  city  of  Rochester.     In  1798  he 
brouirht  the  first  cargo  of  salt  that  came  from  Onondaga,  by  water, 
mnd  around  the  Portage,  at  Genesee  Falls.     He  paid  for  each  bushel 
of  salt,  a  pound  of  pork,  and  sold  his  salt  at  810  per  barrel.     He 
"^'cll  reineuibers  seeing  companies  of  surveyors  fitting  out,  and  load- 
ing their  pack  horses  at  Avon,  to  break  into  the  Holland  Purchase. 
In  1805.  a  Library  >vas  established  at  Avon.     The  trustees  were : 
A.  Si<lney  Ilosmer,  Job  Pierce,  Joshua  Lovejoy,  Jehiel  Kelsey, 
Tllkanah  Whitney,  James  Lawrence,  Wm.  Markham,  George  Ilos- 
mer, Stephen  Rodgers. 

In  1810,  **  a  number  of  persons  being  stated  hearers  of  Rev.  John 
F.  Bliss,  of  Avon,"  met  and  organized  "  Avon  Religious  Society." 
Samuel  Bliss  and  Asa  Clark  presided.  Trustees: — John  Pierson, 
George  Ilosmer,  Nathaniel  Bancroft,  John  Brown,  Ezekiel  Mosely, 
William  Markham. 


AVON  SPRINGS. 


Tlie  ra]»i«lly  incre»«ing  celebrity  of  Avon  Sprin^^^  as  a  summer  rosort  for 

inv:ili<Is  ]»K*a'*iiro  parties,  and  toiiri>t8  ;  invite<l  a«  w«'ll  by  the  ht'iiliiig  wat«.»rs 

m  I'V  rli.innini;  sivnery,  thel>n>a<l,  oultivat***!  liehlsand  lieautiful  foi\»»tH.  that 

NUT«aind  tlx'in,  will  |H>rhn])8  it'Diler  Aoine  early  reniinisconceM  of  them  ii«>t  uii- 

int«-n-^tiii:r:  —  They  were  known  to  the  Jesuit  Missionaries,  and  Joncaire,  un- 

d«-r  Frt  lull  <1« 'minion,  and  they  n*ei>gnizetl  their  use  by  the  Indians,  for  nuMli- 

cin:il  or  ht*:ilinir  purjH)sefi.     The  Seneca  name  for  them  was  **  Can-a-wau-i^is," 

(fiitiil,  bad  sni»*llin;j:  water,)  and  thence  the  name  of  their  villain,  in  the  im- 

in»>li:»t*»  nfiirhlM»rh««Hl.     When  s«*ttlenu*nt  oinnnemiHl,  sixty  years  Mnoi\  they 

Wi-r.^  >urri»unile<l  l>y  a  dense  iv^Lir  m:irsh.     The  waters  of  the  springs  tlowe<l 

int'»  ;il»;»'«in  i^r  ]x»nd,  iwerini:  aspaee  of  several  aeres,  the  margin  of  wliieli, 

was  pun*  white  s;md,  thrown  up  l»y  the  aetion  of  the  water.     The  waters  were 

cl'^ar  auil  tninspari.'nt,  and  shaded  by  the  dark  forest,  the  spot  had  n  .svluded 

an<I  roHuintir  as}K.Ht.     It  w:u^  first  nntice^l  as  a  nsort  of  tlie  wild  pi^e<'n. 

In-ii.iu  paths  w«Te  found  Wdinir  to  thes|Kit,  fn>m  the  oM  Niagara  trait  and 

fri'in  il»"  hnmrhtnuU;  and  tin*  Indians  t«>l»l  thefarli<»st  settlers  of  the  etlicacv 

c»f  the  waters  in  «ut!ine*)us  ilis<>:ises.     At  an  early  |>eri4Hl  in  tlid  settlement  o( 

the  t't'untry,  as  many  will  rememU'r,  the  nie:L**lefS  (as  it  was  called*)  w:ls 


•  If  tlu"  rnrdirnl  fac!iltT  wiU  exni^  n  non-pn»ft»«»or  for  the  intrn(Iucti«m  of  n  iipv 
tuiiri. ,  ii.  ihiirvtM-almlarv,  it  wan  th«»  "  Gt-iu'wo  itrh,"  to  which  men  am  wi-11  «•»  aiiirnal« 
^er»'  !>>ulij»'Ot  in  thi^  ntjion.  whrn  tirst  r«>iniiijf  h<*rp  —  ondemical  in  its  charu'ti-r  —  or 
ntlicr  uicideutal  to  furu»t  lif«  hore.    Tbt  Juiuit  miMioiiazies  wwe  affiictcJ  with  it 
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pre?a]eiit  anKHig  the  1k^  It  was  obeerred,  that  when  tboi  ifflHtadv%  I  * 
would  go  and  wallow  in  the  mud  and  sulphur  water,  penetntng  the  fopmifp  ^^ 
rentlj  for  that  object  In  early  jearsi  Mias  Wemple,  a  aster  of  lin  B^ 
upon  the  reoommendation  of  Dr.  Hosmer,  bathed  in  and  drankthe  wiCa%  ii 
was  relieved;  and  other  similar  cases  occurred.  Soon  after  the  war  <]f  ISIl 
nritors  fiom  abroad  began  to  resort  to  the  Spnng%  and  Ridbaid  Wadff^ 
at  the  suggestion,  and  with  the  aid  of  Geom  mMm^,  Esq.,  erected  sal 
bathing  establishment,  and  shower  bath.  Aner  the  purchase  of  the  pnf^f 
by  Mr.  Nowlen,  and  the  erection  of  a  boarding  house  by  Mr.  Hcrngbl^i 
new  ynpetus  was  given  to  improvementB;  ^intors  began  to  incnasi^  £«■]■ 
to  year,  improvements  have  been  progressive ;  until  sick  or  well,  tfaae  ii  wfl 
nuwe  in\iting  in  western  New  York.    But  apicmeer  histoiy  wasonlf  ifllBiU 


REMINISCElfqjES  OF  GEORGE  HOSMBB. 


Mr.  Hosmer  confirms  the  position,  that  the  domestic  hog  wiD  go  Ufe 
his  native  state^  soon  after  he  has  re-entered  a  forest  life^  In  eariy  jmrf 
settlement,  there  were  droves  of  hogs,  generally  roaming  orer  the  iflal^ 
olong  the  Genesee  river,  the  immedute  progenitors  of  which  had  bea  As 
domesticated  by  the  Indians,  and  those  brought  here  by  Butlei's  BflfK 
They  were  n^ild,  as  are  those  now  seen  by  Califbmia  adventmen  ia  fnd^ 
the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  They  were  untameable^  and  when  wBtad  6 
pork,  or  when  ravaging  badly  fenced  fieldfl^  were  hunted  and  shot  ike  iAb 
wild  game. 

In  1795,  Frederick  Hosmer,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  WiUiaottOD,  wot  & 
reside  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  Erecting  a  log  ehantee,  hekept^ 
gooils  to  barter  with  the  Indians  for  funs  ^^d  trade  with  the  batteamsa  tbi 
used  to  make  that  a  stopping  place.  George  Hosmer  was  freqaodr  vii 
him.  British  deserters  from  Niagara  would  frequently  come  dovntheLiU  | 
Upon  one  occasion,  some  deserters  were  followed  by  a  young  Lieoteoiu  nl 
a  guard  of  8  men  in  a  boat  Arriving  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  W 
ing  nothing  of  the  refugee^  the  Lieutenant  hunted  and  fished ;  kndini! )» 
fowling  piece  to  two  of  his  soldiers  who  were  going  up  to  the  Falk  ihff 
too  deserted.  The  Lieutenant  pursued  them  to  Orange  Stone\  in  Brijrt^ 
where  he  heard  of  them,  but  they  were  fleeing  to  some  new  settlement  ia  tW 
'*  land  of  liberty,"  so  rapidly,  tliat  he  gave  up  thecLa^^,  and  returned  t^  Fdi 
Niagara,  minus  two  of  his  giuird,  added  to  the  dettertere.  The  unf^itcD* 
Lieutenant  was  the  afterwards  Lord  Hill  of  the  Peninsular  war,  the  boo  ' 
the  storming  of  Badajos. 

Desertion  from  the  then  British  Fort,  Niagara,  was  frequent »  soon  »  ^ 
soldiers  knew  that  there  were  new  Mtlements  in  this  quarter —  places 'if  R' 
fuge;  —  Indians  were  hired  by  the  British  ofl^cers  to  pursue  them,  an*!  &&{ 
to  arpjst,   to  shoot  them.     White  hunters,  and  citizens  rioting  the  Foft 

Th«  Fixiich  *iMuTR<)f  De  Xom-ille'H  ami y,  were  attacked  with  the  **  rfaram."  Tk 
fiunilieft  of  early  wttlere  in  eome  localities,  \  efore  the  forert  was  clearcd  Knx  w^^di 
be  attacked  with  a  cutaneous  disease,  more  inveterate,  and  otherwise 
ing  from  the  common  "  itcL" 
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and  intending  to  pass  through  the  wilderness  to  the  eastward,  were  furnished 
with  a  medal,  or  a  token,  to  show  the  Indians  thus  employed,  to  prevent  ar- 
rest "Tuscarora,"  or  "Stiff-armed  George,"  was  thus  employed,  and  he 
was  one  of  the  worst  Specimens  of  his  race ;  a  terror  wherever  he  wfis  known. 
He  shot  and  scalped  several  deserters,  carrying  his  trophies  to  Fort  Niagara 
for  reward.  Upon  one  occasion,  when  George  Hosraer  was  left  to  take  care 
of  the  shantee  in  the  absence  of  his  brother  Frederick,  George  demanded 
rum,  which  being  refused,  the  Indian  pushed  him  back  against  a  po^t,  and 
striking  at  his  head  with  his  tomaliawk,  the  blow  was  averted,  making  an 
impression  upon  the  past  which  evidenced  the  intention  of  the  revengeful 
savage.     Mr.  Hencher  and  his  hired  man  came  to  the  rescue.  * 

Ebenezcr  Allan  was  rather  imposing  in  his  appearance,  usually  mild  and 
gentlemanly,  but  he  had  a  bold  and  determined  look ;  could  easily  put  on  the 
savage  character.  He  had  acquired  a  distaste  for  civilized  life.  Mrs.  Dugan, 
his  sister,  was  mild  and  amiable  —  somewhat  accomplished. 

The  "  On-ta-gua,"  or  Horse  Shoe  Pond,  a  mile  and  a  half  below  Avon 
village,  abounded  in  fine  fish,  especially  large  black  bass,  in  an  early  day ; 
and  it  was  also  the  favorite  resort  of  ducks,  geese,  and  other  wild  water  fowl. 
Speckled  trout  were  plenty  in  the  river,  and  in  all  the  tributary  streams. 
There  was  no  pickerel,  or  pike,  above  the  Genesee  Falls,  until  1810,  when 
William  Wadsworth,  and  some  others,  caught  pickerel  in  Lake  Ontario,  and 
other  Lake  fish,  and  put  them  into  Conosus  Lake;  and  pickerel  abound  there 
now ;  have  been  taken  weighing  20  lbs.  As  the  pickerel  came  down  from 
the  Lake  into  the  Genesee  river,  the  trout  disappeared. 

The  most  troublesome  wild  animals  in  early  days,  other  than  bears  and 
wolves,  were  the  foxes  and  wild  cats  preying  upon  the  fowls,  pigeons  preying 
upon  the  newly  sowed  crops,  chipmucks,  ravens,  hawks,  owls,  wood  chucks, 
and  black  squirrels.  There  were  a  few  turkey  buzzards  upon  the  river,  and 
a  few  turkeys  upon  the  uplands;  several  panthers  were  killed.  The  crow, 
the  grey  squirrel,  the  quail,  came  in  with  civilization.  New  species  of  birds 
have  been  coming  in  almost  yearly*    The  opossum  is  a  new  comer. 


LIMA 


Paul  Davison,  in  the  summer  of  1788,t  about  the  period  that  Mr. 
Phelps  was  negotiating  his  Indian  purchase,  in  company  with  his 
brother-in-law,  Jonathan  Gould,  came  from  the  valley  of  the  Sus- 
quehannah,  to  look  out  a  new  home  in  the  Genesee  country.    Passing 


*  He  finally  met  his  deserts.    EnlistiDg  as  an  ally  of  the  weetem  Indians  against 
Wayne,  he  was  among  the  killed. 

t  If  the  author's  informant  is  correct  in  the  year,  this  was  the  first  advent  of  an 
lumsehold  west  of  the  Adam's  settlement,  in  Bloomfield. 
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^  :e  habitation  at  (Jeneva,  they  pursued  the  Indian  "nl 
t.      ;  >v' r.:  to\ni  of  Lima ;  where,  finding  a  location  to  suit  :h?^ 
..i  ;i  cabin  and  commenced  making  an  opening  in  'i* 
v^  .\!iir  to  the  Indian  lands  at  Canawaugus,  they  plantei  iiIl 
..>c'         Mich  of  com  and  potatoes.     Their  location  was  al»ou-  -j 
.  V.  ..:n  of  the  Indian  trail,  near  the  west  line  of  the  town.    }S 
.,  -,    .0  improvements  upon  their  cabin,  such  as  the  luxury  •:' i 
».  \  v.».^r,  and  a  hewed  plank  floor,  and  gathering  the  small  c: : 
*<: .  :i;ul  raised  upon  Indian  lands,  they  returned  to  the  SusqarKi:- 
^.v  .iiul  in  the  spring  of  17S9,  Mr.  Davison,  with  his  family,  ex.- 
x.>.:n^  of  his  wife  and  her  mother,  and  two  children,  came  to  l^ 
\.<  |»erin;inent  home  in  the  wilderness.     He  was  accompanie:  :t 
V>iilu*l  Burchard.     The  family  and  household  implements  were  c:c- 
veyed  in  an  ox  cart,  Mr.  Davison  and  his  companion  sleeping  uiirr 
I  ho  cart,  and  the  familv  in  the   cart,  durinor  the  whole  :.c«Ti:Trf" 
Their  nmte  was  Sullivan's  track,  the  whole  distance  from  the  SiS- 
iiuchannah  to  where  the  Indian   trail  bore  off  in  the  direclix  d 
Canaw  :iui:us.     Thev  had  bridces  to  build  occasionally,  and  Ioe»  a 
cut  out.  l>efore  they  left  the  track  of  Sullivan  ;  after  that,  they  iai 
their  own  road  to  make  for  the  greater  part  of  the  way  to  the  p!a« 
of  their  destination.     The  journey  consumed  three   weeks.    M: 
Duvisnii  niised  a  crop  of  oats  an«l  turni|><.  the  first  of  any  k:r.dri?fJ 
in  Liin:i :  and  in  that  and  a  few  succeedinu  vears.  cuhivate»ili>i^ 
liiiuJs  a-  (^mawaucus.     For  two  vears.  the  familv  p'.unJe^i  a,"  :'■:.: 
corn  i:i  a  slump  niortar,  L'etting  their  first  Lrrindinn  d<^ne  at  ih*  A- 
hill  mill.     Caj'tain  Davison  and  some  *^\  hU  Pione^T  iieiirhS.x'?.  t  ••£ 
si\  or  >ovon  bushels  of  corn  to  Canawauiius.  hired  an  Indian  cc^  v. 
:uui  to^'k  it  down  to  the  miil.     On  tht-ir  return  up  the  river.  li^rJ 
oan»n"  r.'.'^sot,  arnl  tht* ir  meal  became  wet  and  unfit  k»r  use :  a  5r.,il 
iiKii:or  i-^  tv.ako  a  record  ••:'.  some  readers  will  sav.  an«l  vet.  !e:  ivr 
i»e  assv.ivd.  it  was  no  sinal!  matter  with  those  new  l^eirinners  i:*  '-^s 
\\:\li'r:c<<.     In  1700.  Mrs.  Davison's  mother  died:  it   beiLZ  i'^ 
bi-r  ■  :  i  .leath  in  the  Genesee  counlr}*  after  settlement  c-^n.mrr.^- 
A    ••-i.-l.ter  0*1  Captain  Davison,  who  becanie  l}v>  wife  oi  Jznti 

O       •  :   I*.-rrv.  Wv»»iiiir:L:  couiilv.  was  the  first   born   \\i:;:e  :V:u-^ 

•         •  • 

SM-r-r  •  :  'i.:.eva.  Captain  Davison  ilied  in  1<Q4.  r^jod  41  ve.:."? 
ixUtri  ij  I .  .1  'J  U-f."me  a  successtul  fanner,  and  the  owner  of  a  ii'^ 
liaiji.      .M!=^   D:t\ison  died  in  1S44,  mred  SO  years. 

l>i.  t<'tiii  Mii.«:r  and  Abner  Migells,  had  settled  in  Lima.j:.:A^ 
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summer  of  1790 ;  and  it  is  presumed  that  Mr.  Burchard  had  then 
brought  in  his  family ;  as  his  name,  as  the  head  of  a  family,  occurs 
in  the  census  of  that  period.  He  still  survives  to  enjoy  the  fruits 
of  his  early  enterprise  and  life  of  toil.  "  He  was,"  says  a  corres- 
pendent  of  the  author,  "always  a  kind  and  good  neighbor,  and  much 
esteemed  by  the  early  settlers." 

Lima  was  called,  in  an  early  period,  "  Miles'  Gore,"  the  fraction 
of  a  township  having  been  purchased  in  the  name  of  Abner  Miles, 
or  Abner  Migells,  as  the  author  finds  it  on  some  of  the  early  records. 
According  to  the  recollections  of  William  Hencher,  he  must  have 
left  Lima  soon  after  settlement  commenced  there  ;  as  he  was  early 
engaged  with  his  father  in  trading  trips  to  Canada,  and  erected  a 
public  house  at  Toronto  in  the  earliest  years  of  settlement  there. 

The  brothers,  Asahel  and  Matthew  Warner,  Miles  Bristol,  and 

others,  who  were  early  and  prominent  Pioneers  in  Lima,  the  author 
hopes  to  be  able  to  speak  of  in  another  connection.     At  present,  he 

lias  not  the  necessary  datas. 

Reuben  F.  Thayer  must  have  settled  in  Lima  before  the  close  oi' 
1790.  The  venerable  Judge  Hopkins,  of  Niagara  county,  was  in 
the  fall  of  1789,  with  a  number  of  companions,  returning  to  New 
Jersey,  after  a  trading  excursion.  Passing  Canawaugus,  they  as- 
sisted Gilbert  R.  Berry  in  erecting  his  first  log  house  ;  and  the  next 
day,  finding  a  "  settler  just  arrived  by  the  name  of  Thayer,  with 
logs  ready  for  a  house,"  they  stopped  and  assisted  him. 

Wheelock  Wood  came  to  Lima  in  the  winter  of  1795,  locating 
upon  the  present  site  of  the  college,  where  he  commenced  clearing, 
and  erected  a  log  cabin.  He  remained  there  a  few  years,  and  re- 
moved to  Livonia,  and  from  there,  in  1807,  to  Gainesville,  Wyoming 
county.    He  died  in  1834. 

In  an  early  period  of  settlement  in  Lima,  ancient  remains,  and 
relics  of  French  occupancy  were  to  be  seen  in  various  localities. 
The  "  Ball  Farm,"  so  prolific  in  these,  and  so  often  alluded  to  by  an- 
tiquarians, is  within  the  town.  Upon  the  farm  of  Miles  Bristol,  a 
short  distance  west  of  Lima  village,  upon  a  commanding  eminence, 
^  the  embankments  and  ditches  of  an  ancient  Fort  were  easily  traced. 
In  ploughing  upon  his  farm,  in  early  years,  Mr.  Bristol  picked  up 
.     leveral  hundred  pounds  of  old  iron,  chiefly  French  axes. 

James  K.  Guernsey,  in  connection  with  the  Nortons,  of  Bloom- 
_  field  and  Canandaigua,  and  afterwards  upon  his  own  account,  was 
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woods,  and  blindfolded.  One  of  the  executioners  dispatched  his 
victim  at  a  blow;  the  other  failed;  the  Indian  being  a  stout  athletic 
fellow,  parried  the  blow,  escaped,  was  followed  by  a  possee,  who 
caught  and  beat  him  to  death  with  stones  and  pine  knots  !  This 
was  the  first  trial  and  execution  in  the  Genesee  country.  Horrid 
and  lawless  as  it  may  now  seem,  it  was  justified  by  then  existing 
exigencies. 

During  the  summer,  John  Swift  moved  into  the  township,  erect- 
ing a  log  house  and  store  house  at  "Swift's  Landing  a  little  north  of 
the  lower  end  of  Main  street,  Palm  vra. 

Before  the  close  of  the  year  1789,  Webb  Harwood,  from  Adams, 
Berkshire  countv,  with  his  wife  came  in  and  erected  a  cabin  on  the 
rise  of  ground  near  first  lock  west  of  Palmyra,  upon  the  farm  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  Dennison  Rogers.  He  was  accompanied 
by  Noah  Porter,  Jonathan  Warner  and  Bennet  Bates,  single  men 
The  author  is  disposed  to  regard  Harwood  as  the  Pioneer,  although 
it  is  generally  supposed  that  Gen.  Swift  had  previously  brought  in  a 
family.     No  family  but  that  of  Mr.  Harwood  and  David  White 

Note. — The  Indian  party  had  their  huntings  camp  near  the  aurveyors,  and  hod  seve- 
zbI  times  shared  their  provisions ;  the  incentive  waa  hunger.  One  of  them  that 
escaped  was  "  Turkey"  well  kn«wn  m  after  years  upon  the  Genesee  river.  He  liad  a 
tear  apon  his  face,  the  mark  of  a  blow  from  Denkin's  Jacob  staiE  Durinj,;  the  war  ot 
1812,  he  contracted  the  small  pox  upcm  the  frontier ;  came  to  Squaky  Hill.  The  In- 
diaiiB  dreading  the  spread  of  the  disease,  carried  him  to  a  hut  in  the  pine  woods  near 
MoBCOw,  where  he  was  left  to  die  alone.  Earl  recovered.  He  was  the  early  ferry  man  . 
at  the  Seneca  outlet  There  have  been  many  versions  of  this  affair.  The  author  de- 
rived his  information  from  the  late  Judj^e  Porter,  and  from  Judge  John  H.  Jones,  whose 
infiirmants  were  Horatio  Jones  and  Jasper  Parrish,  who  were  present  at  the  tri:U  and 
ezecotion.  He  has  also  a  printed  account  of  it  in  tlie  Maryland  Journal,  of  April  1789. 
Alpheus  Harris  was  living  a  few  years  since,  if  ho  is  not  now,  at  Spanish  Hill,  a  few 
miles  finom  Tioga  Point    He  says  the  Indians  were  "  tried  by  committee  law." 

KoTB. — John  Swift  was  a  native  of  Litchfield  Countv  Connecticut.  He  took  an 
adiTe  part  in  the  Revolutionary,  war,  and  at  its  close,  with  his  brotlier  Philetus,  was 
an  emigrant  to  the  dispute  territory  in  Pennsylvania.  He  held  a  commission,  and 
wm  at  the  battle  of  Wyomino^ ;  and  was  also  engaged  in  the  "  Pennamito  '*  war,  where 
1m  set  fire  to  a  Pennainite  block  house.  He  became  a  commiasioued  officer  in  the 
•atliestoTi^nizationof  the  militia  and  in  the  campaign  of  1814  upon  the  Niagara  Fron- 
tier, he  was  commissioned  as  Brig  Gen.  of  N.  Y.  volunteers.  In  roconuoitenn^  the 
^anTOj's  position  and  works  at  Fort  Georgia,  he  captured  a  ])icket  guard,  and  whde  iu 
tile  act  oi  receiving  their  arms,  one  of  the  prisoners  shot  him  through  the  brenst ;  an  at- 
tttk   from  a  superior  British  force  followed  ;  the  wounded  General  rallied  his  men, 

-  commenced  a  successful  engagement  when  he  fell  exhauf»ted  by  liis  wound.  "Never" 
laya  an  historian  of  the  war,  "was  the  country  calle<l  upon  to  lament  the  loss  of  a  firm- 

_*t  patriot!  or  braver  man."     The  LegisLiture  vot*jd  a  sword  to  his  oldest  male  heir. 

"^1ie  gift  fell  to  Asa  R,  Swift  of  Palmyra  who  was  drowned  in  Sodus  Bay  in  1820  or  :Jl 

S'  the  upsetting  of  a  boat  while  engaged  in  fishinsr.  The  sword  is  now  in  the  Imnds 
Henry  C.  Swift,  his  son,  a  resident  Oi# Phelps.  His  companion  Ashley  Van  Duzer, 
JTjM  also  drowned  ;  his  widow  a  sister  of  Mrs.  Gen.  Brooks,  became  the  wife  r>f  Gen. 
gills  of  Mt  Morris,  and  now  resides  at  Brook's  Grove.  The  Ruv.  Marcus  Swift,  of 
ttftdiigaii  is  a  son  of  Gen  Swift 
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u  enumerated  in  the  census  taken  in  the  sommer  of  ITOHi  Ml 
Harwood  died  ui  1824.  Wm.  Harwood,  ci  Ann  Arbor,  Mich- 
igan is  a  son  of  his ;  his  daughters  became  the  witcs  of  laaaeMiflt 
of  Perry,  Wyoming  co»  and Coe,  of  Kirtland,  Ohia 

The  settlers  that  followed,  in  1790,  '91,  '9%  in  the  onkr  in 
they  are  named,  or  as  nearly  so  as  the  author's  infonnatkm 
him  to  arrange  them,  were:  —  Lemuel  Spear,  David  Jacksm 
James  Galloway,  Jonathan  MUlet,  the  Mattisons ;  Gideon  Dafat 
the  elder,  his  sons  Gideon,  Edward,  Job,  Pardon,  Stephen,  su 
Lemuel;  Isaac  Springer;  William,  James  and  Thomas  Ropn. 
John  Russell,  Nathan  Harris,  David  Wilcox,  Joel  Foster,  AbnloB 
Foster,  Elias  Reeves,  Luther  Sanferd ;  and  to  what  was  P^lnpi. 
now  Macedon,  in  addition  to  those  that  have  been  named.  Mama 
Reid,  Delano,  Packard  Barney,  Browii,  Adam  Kingman,  W^  Lif 
ham,  Benj.  and  Philip  Woods. 

Lemuel  Spear,  was  a  soldier  €(  the  Revdutioo,  as  moslsf  At 
I^oneer  settlers  of  Palmyra  were.  He  was  froip  Ciminia^n 
Ifass.  The  family  came  on  runners,  before  the  hreaking  wfiiti 
ground  in  Feb  '90,  with  two  yoke  of  oxen,  some  oowi 
having  little  more  than  a  bare  track  and  blazed  trees  to 
from  Vienna  to  their  destination,  a  mile  above  Palmyra  village^ ' 
Mr.  Spear  had  purchased  land  of  Isaac  Hathaway,  for  twealTi 
per  acre.  The  season  being  mild,  they  turned  their  stock  « 
the  open  flats,  some  of  which  had  been  cultivated  by  the 
where  they  got  along  well  through  the  winter  and  spring; 
ily  consisting  of  the  parents  and  nine  children,  living  in  a 
sleigh  and  in  a  structure  similar  to  the  Indians  camp,  until  ther  tai 
planted  a  few  acres  in  the  spring,  when  they  built  a  log  hos* 
Bringing  in  a  year's  provisions,  and  killing  deer  wbenerer  thf 
wanted  fresh  meat,  or  bartering  for  venison  with  the  Indians^  ihf 
got  along  ver}'  well  until  after  the  harvest  of  their  few  primitire  ao^ 
of  crops.  In  the  first  winters,  the  Indians  camped  upon  the  flalifl' 
were  peaceable,  good  neighbors,  hunting  and  trapping, 
getting  a  beaver,  the  last  of  a  colony,  selling  their  furs  and 
traders  and  bantering  their  surplus  venison  with  the  new 
Lemuel  Spear  died  in  1609;  his  surviving  sons,  are: — 
Spear,  of  Penfield,  Abraham  Spear,  of  Jeddo^  Orieans 
Stephen  Spear,  residing  upon  the  old  homestead.  A  daagiM' 
the  wife  of  Dr.  Mallory,  of  Wisconsin. 
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Ebenezer  Spear  is  now  in  his  78th  year.  Leaving  Palmyra  in 
early  years  he  went  to  sea,  engaged  in  mercantile  business  in  Bos- 
ton, returned  to  Palmyra  in  1804,  married  for  a  second  wife,  a 
daughter  of  Francis  Postle,  an  early  tailor  in  Canandaigua  and  Pal- 
myra, from  the  city  of  Prague,  in  Bohemia,  moved  to  North  Pen- 
field  in  1807.  He  was  one  of  the  Carthage  Bridge  company,  and 
opened  a  tavern  at  Carthage,  while  the  bridge  was  constructing. 


REMINISCENCES  OF  EBENEZER  SPEAR 


In  1790,  after  we  had  got  settled  at  Palmyra,  the  wife  of  our  predecessor 
in  the  wilderness,  "VVebb  Har\N'ood,  in  a  delicate  state  of  health,  preeediag 
child-birtli,  required  wine,  and  lier  indulgent  husband  determinecl  upon  pro- 
curing some.  At  his  request,  I  went  to  Canandaigua,  found  none  —  to 
Utica,  and  was  equally  unsuccessful  —  and  continuing  my  journey  to 
Schenectady,  procured  six  quarts  of  wine  of  Clifu-les  Kane.  I  was  fourteen 
days  making  the  journey  on  foot,  carr}ing  my  provisioas  in  a  knapsack, 
deeping  under  a  roof  but  four  of  thirteen  mghts. 

Our  first  boards  came  from  Granger's  saw-mill  on  Flint  Creek,  several  years 
after  we  came  in;  Captain  Porter  built  the  first  framed  bam,  and  my  father 
the  next  one.  1  burned  the  first  lime  kiln  west  of  Seneca  Lake,  for  General 
Othniel  Taylor,  of  Canandaigua,  In  1794,  er  '5,  Abraham  and  Jacob 
Smith  built  milk  in  Farmington,  on  the  Ganai^a  Creek ;  previous  to  which, 
we  used  to  go  to  The  Friend's  mills  in  Jerusalem.  The  first  com  carried  to 
mill  firom  Palmyra,  was  by  Noah  Porter.  He  went  to  Jerusalem  with  an  ox 
team  in  '90,  carrying  corn  for  all  the  settlers,  taking  ten  days  in  going  and 
returning.  HLs  return  to  the  settlement  was  haileil  with  great  joy,  for  poimd- 
ing  com  was  very  hard  work.  Our  coffee  was  made  of  burnt  com ;  our  tea, 
of  hemlock  and  other  bark ;  and  for  chocolate,  dried  evans  root  was  frequent- 
ly used. 


David  White  died  in  early  years  —  the  first  death  and  funeral  in 
Palmyra.  His  sons  were,  the  late  Gen.  David  White,  of  Sylvania, 
Michigan ;  Orrin  White,  a  resident  of  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan ;  and 
Drs.  James  and  William  White,  who  reside  at  Black  Rock ;  a 
daughter  married  Col.  Otis  Turner,  of  Niagara  Falls.  Bennett 
Bates  is  still  living  at  Ridgeway,  Orleans  county;  is  the  fathei 
of  Lyman  Bates,  of  Ridgeway,  and  Orlando  Bates,  of  Jeddo. 
Noali  Porter  died  in  early  years ;  he  was  the  father  of  Mrs.  Sey- 
mour Scovell,  of  Lewiston,  and  John  Porter,  Esq.,  of  Youngs  town. 
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■:.  a!!  tI-  .-::!v  \.-.!^.     J..:.:i  S-aifi  b'-:h  lit*  first  c^a^iiLj  matiiiK- •  t  "=r 

N:it}j»n  Watt.^  "ft  V  :L-:  jHl  ijiJ  ►atIv  hunter  of  PalmTra;  fe&i  &i 
■  •  ;  ::i  1 7i*J  :  •-  -Ir-w  ;i  :,■.-:  :»  r  ^-  ^'irtiiirini-i  cr^k.  L-irar  tlr  t  ryarC'  r^ 


■^  \\w  K'xz'r:  ! : .rr :l : .  i : . : . ' i ; V  i  '^.- v t ra!  ve ars  sir.ce.  Lis  •;;*■:<: c t  f::r^~'a 
vKeiir'v  tT.jii'e!  ir.  CL:.i!  rrir^sronation*  at  Alb<ir-T,  aid  R.csli 
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Homer  and  Zebulon  Williams,  are  his  sons ;  Mrs.  Hiram  P.  Tliaver. 
of  Buffalo,  IS  his  daughter. 

Stephen  Phelps  was  the  early  landlonl  in  the  village  ;  aftenvards 
the  surrogate  of  Ontario  county.  The  site  he  occupied,  is  now  that 
of  Nottingham's  Eagle  Tavern.  He  emigrated  to  Illinois  in  1820. 
Ent.>ch  Lilley  was  another  early  landlord  ;  his  wife  was  the  daughter 
^f  the  Rev.  Eleazor  Fairbanks.  Preceding  either,  however,  was 
Dr.  Azel  Ensworth,  who  was  a  brother-in-law  of  William  Rodgers, 
and  had  come  into  the  country  in  *02,  and  first  settled  in  his  imme- 
diate neighborhood.  After  keeping  a  public  house  in  early  years. 
in  Palmyra,  in  the  early  start  of  Rochester,  he  was  the  founder  of 
the  Eagle  Tavern,  and  for  a  long  period  he  and  his  son  were  its 
landlords.  He  still  survives,  a  resident  of  Buffalo,  with  his  son-in- 
law.  Benjamin  Campbell.* 

Silas  Stoddard  was  from  Groton,  Conn. ;  had  been  at  sea,  in  the 
merchant  service,  emigrated  to  Palmyra  in  1801,  landing  first  at 
Sodus.  He  died  in  July  last,  at  the  age  of  91  years ;  his  intellect 
and  physical  constitution  but  little  impaired  previous  to  his  last  ill- 
ness. Col.  James  Stoddard,  known  of  late  years  as  an  intelligent 
horticulturist,  is  his  son ;  now  a  resident  of  Palmyra,  aged  66  years. 
He  served  an  apprenticeship  with  Col.  Samuel  Green,  of  the  New 
London  Gazette,  and  emigrated  to  Palmyra  with  his  father.  From 
him   the  author  obtained  manv  earlv  reminiscences.     In  1804,  he 

mm  ' 

was  in  the  employment  of  Major  Samuel  Colt,  who  had  commenced 
merchantlizing  in  Palmyra,  and  had  charge  of  two  Durham  boats, 
which  Major  Colt  owned  at  Palmyra.  Loading  them  with  flour 
and  }»ork,  he  went  down  the  Ganargwa  creek  to  Lyons,  and  fronj 
thence  to  Schenectady.  Among  his  companions,  were  Gilbert 
Howell,  Cooper  Culver,  John  Phelps,  and  Wm.  Clark.  The  party 
were  one  month  going  and  one  month  returning ;  having  merchan- 
lise  for  their  return  freight.  About  the  time  of  the  building  of 
these  boats,  says  Col.  Stoddard,  land  transportation  looked  discour- 
iging :  the  merchants  of  Geneva,  Canandaigua,  Palm}Ta,  Ithica,  in 
*act  all  who  did  not  depend  on  the  Susquehannah  as  an  avenue  tr 
narket,  held  a  consultation,  and  concluded  that  business  must  be 
lone  via  the  Rivers,  Oneida  Lake,  and  the  Mohawk;  and  to  en- 


*  At  tbe  rioneor  Festival  in  R<K*liciiter,  in  1850,  he  wu  praKDt,  and  the  medal  was 
award«ii  to  him  u  being  the  earliest  Pioueer  pment 
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courage  them,  stone  locks  had  been  built,  at  Rome  and  lattle  Talk 
Many  boats  were  built ;  for  a  few  years  business  was  brisk,  but  i 
proved  too  tedious  and  expensive ;  too  dependant  upon  high  ut 
low  water.  Even  land  transportation,  over  bad  roads,  succxsB&Ih 
competed  with  it. 

"  The  first  trip  we  made,"  says  Col.  Stoddard,  "  in  passing  tfaroo^ 
Oneida  Lake,  we  stopped  at  Vanderkemp's  settlement,  now  Cob- 
stantia.  Mr.  Vanderkemp  had  erected  an  expensive  dam,  a  Urge 
saw  mill  and  grist  mill,  and  there  were  eight  or  ten  framed  vi 
some  log  dwellings ;  but  one  single  family  however,  all  the  rest  br- 
ing been  driven  off  by  sickness.*  When  I  landed  with  my  father'i 
family  at  Sodus,  Mr.  Williamson's  settlement  had  much  decIiDfll 
and  there  were  many  deserted  tenements  between  Sodus  and  Pal- 
myra ;  sickness  having  driven  off  the  occupants.  I  have  koum 
periods  when  a  majority  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Ganiign 
valley  were  prostrated  by  fevers." 

Henry  Jessup  was  the  early  tanner  in  Palmyra,  and  still  surrrm 
his  sons  being  his  successors  in  business.  His  partner  for  mtfj 
years  was  George  Palmer,  of  Buffalo. 

William  Rogers  came  in  with  his  brothers,  James  and  Thomai 
in  1792.  a  widower,  and  his  brother  James  dying  in  early  years.be 
married  his  widow.  The  family  were  from  Rhode  Island.  William 
was  one  of  the  early  Judges  of  Ontario,  one  of  its  represcntaiiTes 
in  the  Le;;islature,  and  a  magistrate ;  prominently  identified  wiih 
the  history  of  Palmyra  and  Ontario  county.  He  died  in  1836,  z^  62 
years.  Major  William  Rogers,  so  favorably  known  to  the  travel- 
ling public  in  the  early  years  of  canal  navigation,  as  a  packet  master, 
the  father-in-law  of  Pomorov  Tucker,  editor  of  tlie  Wavne  Set 
tinel,  is  a  surviving  son.  He  is  now  the  occupant  of  a  fine  £ua 
near  Pultneyville  ;  as  stirring  and  energetic  as  when  he  used  w 
sing  out :  —  "  Hurra,  is  the  lock  ready  ?  "  —  or  beat  up  the  qoarten 
of  the  sleepv  drivers  in  dark  and  rainy  nights.  A  daughter  of  his 
was  the  wife  of  Noah  Porter.  Gen.  Thomas  Rodgers»  and  De&E}- 
son  Rotli^ers  of  Palmyra,  are  surviving  sons  of  James  Rodgea 
Thomas  luxlgers  preceded  his  brother,  and  assisted  in  the  survey 
of  the  town :  of  his  fomilv,  onlv  his  son  David  remains  in  Palmn* 


•Tlio  io\;'.uK'r  K'i  This  F«TTltrn?iT  va.*  :1h  fatlurof  Ji.Ln  J.  V\:j*ivrkotr^.  k4  Ou* 
t«iiKivt\i  lo  OUWalwtfiivTcklU'*  [TKiitoii.]  OndJa  Cu. 


Tr.-*  fj^:  win:er  after  JaJ^e  Rocpprs  CAnie  is.  0»  xseixAbcch-xxJ 

3:^  L}  .-.,5^  >^:rh  a   h-.r\ev:  r/,ir..  ar.vi  a::  c\  :?a:v.  Tie  cu:  h:5  o\\r>  sled 
p«i:.r  Ar.vi  .v;:er  Uin^e  i^ys  hari  -aivir.  nfiume*.:  w;u;  h*5  s^C:. 

A  'rr-:-vr  c:'  Juije  Huribun.  who  was  :he  Pior.*er  cc  A:i»r^  oa 

K  r.sTw  -Tir^  a:  :i»  A^e  vX  SI  veArs.     He  *i  u:^  a  *ii>iillerv  as  e^r- 
It  a*  ^^     He  tiied  in  ISIS  *     Will.Ani  JacIway.  wh>  CA:;>e  :n 

WAS  ^'Ufe  o:'  :he  :ron;  rink  v :"  P:*>:ieerk  ljvq  whc>»e  cci*^::Al  lAna 
A  rcn.v:  vYuie  v. /.Ape  his  jirvw:;  i;^.\  nL^awve-i  :o  He:.r-e::A  i-  i^Sl. 
IB  -Vt  re  r.s?  .;:evi  bu:  a  few  ve^:^  s:::^f,  fr.v.;  :he  enec:*  *>:'  ihe  kick  oi 
^  r>;o>e.  JvV.r.  Ru>!3i^l*.  w,.s  :':.e  s:e"-:V*:h^*r  of  Aucis:us  S«.^uiwonh. 
cc  IivXt  V  .  Mrs^  Ruissel  now  nf>:ie5  :r.  Rvvh?5:er. 

Rf  urtrr.  Town  was  'j^e  eArh<s:  senlewi  r^.A-Tsic-AT.  i-  PAluiviaL 
He  rx:v..'vc\i  : ^  R4:at:a  :"^  eAr'v  vexrss  He  was  fvvowevi  rv  Dr. 
Ga:::  K.c.r.so::,  as  eArj  as  ImV.  IV,  R/rir^^u  W3*  frvV.v,  Ci;r.> 
r;::^r^:^r..  Miss^ohusie::*.  He  r.-jcr-evi  :he  CAU^ihTer  of  Co»l.  Jccu: 
Eta.:  >"' .  :he  father  of  Gx»v,  BrAi.sh.  who  w^i*  oTje  of  "•he  eArlv  se;- 
iisrs  :f  F.Civ.vrsL  He  cv^:;:i:*.ueo  :*::  ;csc:.ce  u«ul  his  ceA'J'^  ii;  In^X 
ec»:. .  .^  A.^rce  shAre  of  r^rofi^ssjio/.Al  eiv.ir.er.oe*  Ar.i  hii:h*v es:t>f:r*- 

CV-   _    .- .■%     <^  .aik    V  .TT.s    v\    ...>    »rA^..OC^         I  .JCTV    ..ATr    4^- •<'V    vs«*    ••«.'■.•• 

zz}-.-fT  h.s  :-s:rttv-:io-  a  'ato?  :*.u:v.St^r  who  hATe  corifer:>ec  cr>fvii:  up- 
cc  :.v  r  tAry  :rre:::or ;  A:v,>:.i:  :ht::u  :r.Ay  Sf  HAnvcvi  —  His  rjer hew, 
IV.  A»e\;.:5.:cr  Mclv.'.vre.  \*h<^  f.r  nvAi'-v  vear^  vaio:ioevi  wi-i:  hiiii. 
ATii  .*  ■-:.  .V  his  ixwl  suCv'^t'SSior  ;  Dts.  Jat-^**  ATri  \\*^:li:Aai  \Vh::e  : 
IV  W-5:.  vf  CAyu*ra  o;v:v.:y  .  I>r.  Isaac  Snii'.h.  v^f  Lcvk*.x*r:. 
i  i*>.-^M>o.i  .^  rv.  Whr.w  .  v..'w  a;*,  enc-'-i-eer :  >  EV.  Duree  Chi5*e. 
xT  PaIivvt-a:  IV.  Grec  :^-  of  Miohlc*r.-  The  r^Lrriviri:  s»x:^  of 
IV  R;Vir.^c.  a:*:  —  Oi:-.rk.  DAm-in.  atai  RoCiir^  C'f  Bu£Ak\ 
Di'^ir^ti'rs  — Mrs  IV./!:^  Gr.'»r..:iu,  c^"  Xew  York:  her  hcshATri 
WAS  :j-.  firiv  rorfrohAT.:  i:;  IV.-.vvri:  adJ  Mrs^  Juice  Tifirv.  of 
Air  i:-   M>chirAr. :  Mrs.  H  j^a;::  X:i«es.  of  Bu5aI\^  :  AaJ  Mtil  Geo. 

« 
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"^'  •-?::  ^nTvr**r  in  P'llrr.vrn.  '.vas  John  Com^rook.  '^v'-.- 

ujliTer  •::"C.!.  Il.riiish.     He  survives,  a  re?!:-:-/  -.:j 

..   ...    Miciiii'in. 

:  yrtr  IT**'."*.  3  -e.  F'jter.  Elias  Reeves  ar.d  Liikr*  F  -'r: 
.  .  .._  !v.{!i'^  bee  :r:;e  :}.-?  a  .'-Tits  ••f  a  coTifany  ihi*  h'lf  •. -r    :''..- 
•_    .  r -Mnecricut.  X-i'.v  Jer-ev  and  Lor.2  If^land.  f:«r  ::.<■  ::.-.-  • 

.  ..-.;:i:  'iiinis  o!'  the  Ir/!>ir-- :  an  '-ri'ar.iz'jition  .si.T.ilar  r:-  :--  L-:.-— 

.  .-..  .Mjiy  of  this  Sta'.'.'.     Pricee'iing  to  Fort  Piv.  v.here  r'-.-.;  "-.-- 

..:f.i  l»v  others,  thcv  traversed  the  wilds  of  Virzir.ia,  a:.:  :-. :ii- 

.i.  :.» The  R^-nh.  struck  the  Ohio  river,  and  folIowe»l  it  c-  - -.  ■;■  •_•• 

:>.:.tMe  location  called  Turkev  Bottom,  where  thev  r-.;::".  *-■ . 
.  .i.:n  to  a  lar^e  tract,  and  left  Luke  Foster  to  keep  jo--^—  :.  .  • 
.■:i-  winter.  J«x-;  Fof^ter  and  Elias  Reeve?  returr-inj  to  :•-:-  :  : 
..■.i»iiy  of  Strviers  iij  the  sf-rin?.     An  act  of  Congress   ir.'-rrV-. : 

..:h  th»*ir  tit'.e   ••r  |«"'5-e«*:vin.  frustrated  the  er.terrrise.     ■  Tu:i:; 
ll'iloiii."  :!i  pM-cess  *A  lime,  l-e came  Cincinnati,  the  •■;u-?'rL   :  "" 
■.fic  west. 

'I'liu-  •ii'ar-r'Tiinied.  ar.d  Indian  wars  L^owini:  rnor?  threi'-r'.  ::'-' 
:hc  west,  the  Lon?  hiai.d  adventurer?  turned  their  atter.*.  :.  :    :.-- 
i.Iciie<ee  countr}".     E'.ias  Reeve?.  Abraham  Foster.  W:  !,^-..  :!   * 
Kill'*.  I-u:r.er  Sandf'-rd  ari'i  J'-k-]   F-'i-ter.   in  the   ?'-:::. y..c:      •''.'-'. 
Suujjiit  5.500   acres  on  the   Cir:n:ii'j'*.va  f'rf:*:\..   :::   V.-.^\ 
^|•utli:.l•  a  tree  and  p:i:Mi:.i'  some  ^.;j  ■"   >-.-  :-.  :-:.  e.'ir:. -^ 
intended  «iccuprincy.    In  A;  ril.  170'^*.  v.r.-y  b •.::':  ix  s'^'.'.''r    i: 
it  in  Headv  Creek.  emV-arked  wiili  their  :'.-.:;. :..r.-5.  :ov.  ir.j 
slrt'iim  to  S-u'!i  Hrjv.  a:,  i  cai'irL'u:- '  •  Nvv.- Y-rk.  :::.  :  :'.    .-.   *  ■•:: 
to  Aibanv.  \\hi:re  -hfrv  t  •■  k  their  :    at  .  u"  '.f  v  -.'-r.  '-i:.-     --:  '- 
Oh  wheels  to  Scheni-cvuiv.  !.iu:.cr.ed  :*  in  l:;e  iM  :.  i'.  •:     :-.  .   :  - 
thence  came  to  Lvons:  and  '.biiinir.r  a  ^i:*a!!er  t  '3;.  a?:^-  iri  *> 
GanaxcAva  Creek  to  their  new  w'.l.ierness  h.-.-^e.     T:.v    :•_-:.-:■  :  i- 
su!ned2^  dav?.     Most  of  th'se  n'lmed.  recame  :  r-::..'r.vr.:  :  •!:■:."? 
of  Mrttlemerii.  an.i  have  :vf:  :.i;:!.'r'i;«  'if^crr.ia:.:?. 
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Ii  is  staled  bv  die  Rev.  Mr.  Fisher,  that  a  Presbyterian  church 
jvas  orjani/od  in  1793.  i«  Palmyra.  If  lliis  is  so,  il  was  the  first  or- 
nr.i/t  •  i  church  west  of  Seneca  Lake.  Mrs.  Tice,  a  dauizhter  of  John 
tlu.-ll'U::.  says  their  first  religious  meetings  were  conversational  or 
<xri.i'.  ineelinff?,  not  sectarian,  izenerallv  held  at  the  house  of  John 
5\vi;'t.  It  is  Recorded  that  the  Presbyterian  church  in  Palm^Tawas 
>rz^:::.^od  in  Sept.,  1707:  the  trustees  elected:  —  Jacob  Gannett^ 
?te'^  :w:i  Reeves,  David  Warner,  Jedediali  Foster.  Jonah  Howell. 
The  fi:>:  settled  minister  was  the  Rev.  Eleazor  Fairbanks,  who\va3 
^ucceevKnl  by  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Bell. 

Jor.ali  Howell  erected  the  first  mill,  a  mile  east  of  the  village,  on 
Lhe  ^'!o:lna  road  :  this  was  followed  by  one  erectetl  by  Gen.  Swift. 
Dn  the  site  occupied  by  Goddard's  mill. 

T!ie  first  death  in  Pulmvra  was  that  of  David  White ;  the  first 
weddin  J  wiis  that  of  William  Wilcox  and  Ruth  Durlee ;  the  first 
male  ciiiid  born  in  town,  was  Asa  R.  Swift,  a  son  of  John  Switt : 
the  first  female,  the  daughter  of  David  Wilcox»  who  became  the  wife 
of  Alva  Hendee. 


WILLIAM  H.)WE  CUYLER. 


His  father.  John  Cuyler,  of  Greenbush.  had  been  (at  what  period 
the  auth'T  is  unable  to  state.)  a  General  in  the  British  sen* ice. 
He  wa<  a  resident  of  Greenbush,  o|'posne  Albany,  an  attorney  at 
hw.  It  is  presunuxl,  that  when  Mr.  Williamson  arrivt-d  in  this 
cwirtr}-.  up»^n  his  agency,  he  found  in  hiin  an  oM  acquaintiince,  as 
he  is  ore  of  the  first  with  whom  he  held  corres[y>ndence,  an.i  he 
was  one  of  his  first  le«xal  advisers.  As  eariv  as  1703.  his  son.  Rich- 
aid.  was  in  the  employment  of  Mr.  Williamson,  as  was  his  son  Wm. 
Howe  Cuyler.  several  years  previous  to  ISOO. 

Si>"^n  sifter  ISOO,  Wm.  Howe  Cuvler  lH»c.ime  a  resident  of  Pal- 
mxTa.  haviniz  become  the  l«xal  a^ent  of  Mr.  Williamson,  tor  the 


j»«;rr  "v.  t^'.'i  U  t  •:.': ,  \i.'%'\  1*1  :!■.(  r  mh  <  srrari  t'-.:l  txn  Ilrtninr.'*.     We  «»ft»?a  w. •!;%;■  '  ;f 

v.:!;   ill:   :". »    .:.  ■:  r-\t—i  :.*'•  ::.  n-»i*T«   iNj-u-ati-m.  or**  tb-.y  ><«•;!«•  r  qvia:n«-i  t-' r  a*  •• 
km-T  U'SLn  -^  ?    \ijkXv  -Jii-y  Urci-r  li«art».  IvUcr  miiKia^  puivr  pooiuUAu,  wxtikt  ical. 
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sale  of  lands  in  the  north-east  portion  of  what  is  now  Wng 
coontv.    Sawver.  the  brother-in-law  of  John  Sw.r.  ^ns 

had  an  interest  with  him  in  the  origin.il  purchase  of  the  tow--  t-si- 
\lz  to  return  to  Georgia,  where  he  had  formerly  re^ideii  ?**i  ia 
property  to  Major  Cuyler.  in  1S05.  Incloded  in  this  saie.  "^^i"^ 
old  Cuyler  fann,  upoi>  which  a  considerable  portion  c4  the  t-Hjs 
of  Palmyra  has  grown  up. 

Upon  the  breaking:  out  of  the  war  of  1912,  3fajor  Cayler  wi*  ■?  ir" 
upon  the  frontier,  as  the  aid  of  General  Swift.*  SLii:»:r.e.:  i: 
Buffalo,  he  was  the  active  co-operator  ifrith  Lieut.  Ellior:.  z.  'Zjs. 
preparations  for  the  gallant  exploit  of  capturing  the  British  Te5v.^ 
from  under  the  walls  of  Fort  Erie,  on  the  Sth  of  Oct  /':er  I?!i 
In  anticipation  that  the  expedition  would  return  with  wocrvi-eii  na. 
he  had  been  encased  throush  the  nisht  in  making  prerrin:;-  cs  yx. 
their  reception.  Anxious  for  the  fate  of  men  who  had  •fn^T.:^!  r 
so  hazardous  an  enterprise,  before  day  light  in  the  momrr.'j.  r^  rad 
rode  down  upon  the  beach,  towards  Black  Rock,  when  \  crjr:« 
grape  >hot.  from  a  British  batter^-,  at  Fort  Erie,  passed  thrr'cd'-  ia 
boiiv.  break  ins  the  sDir.e.  and  kUlin?  him  instant!  v.  f  It  was  :r**  ir< 
sacrifice  of  the  war,  on  the  Niagara  frontier:  the  first  and  •  rs  a 
the  derirest  of  the  rnar.v  tacrine*:'?  of  western  Xew  Y-.-rk.  :■  i-  "ra: 
cor* test.  .An-i  it  mav  also  t-e  added,  that  Gen.  Sco::  '*■«?  ;r  ler" 
him.  it  was  his  first  ictrciiuction  to  the  terrible  realities  '.-c  ttt  i 
which  he  was  destiLeii  to  see  so  much  through  a  V:x^z  a::-:  "rli.Ei: 
military  career.*  .\t'ter  the  war.  his  remains  were  rerr-  t^:  •> 
PaIm>TX  and  are  now  entombed  in  the  rural  cemeterv.  w-  r-  -^t. 
citizens  of  that  villace.  with  much  ot  e«-x>i  taste  and  ^uii.o  rrc- 
have  within  a  few  years  adde»l  to  their  llourishinsr  vi!i.i;re. 

In  civil  life.  Major  Cuvier  was  a  man  of  much  enerrv  aiji  eiiff- 


:..  :  1  r   ..'.  ■  .T  >  Mr.  :..r.-:r  :■  -rr.-r.v  r^.  •_•.  .vr  r-..-i.>  Mv-  rii.-:  I-jsr.-  -  — * 

:  Hr  Lii ;  .-•:  b.-trr.  p t"  =:•  v-ii  -.   tie  r-^k  '  •  !>•    -.  •?  1  -.-.:.  i:.:'zaz  i.— -*-:  i:  i  J^l 
Rock,  ii  cc-  r-ATi-i  cf  r*-:  c•i!I.^aiic*  o:  L'.  5.  Ar;--rT. 
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prise  ;  he  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Ontario  Woolen  Manu- 
fiuituring  Company.*  He  married  the  daughter  of  Samuel  Shekel), 
3f  Manchester,  who  still  survives,  a  resident  of  Brooklyn,  with  her 
ilaughter  by  a  second  marriage.  Major  Cuyler  left  two  sons,  George 
W.  and  William  Howe  Cuyler ;  the  former  a  banker,  and  the  lat- 
ter a  merchant,  in  Palmyra. 


LYONS. 


Tl^e  early  advent  of  the  Stansell's  and  Featherly,  the  building  of 
mills,  the  primitive  commencement  generally,  at  Lyons,  have  been 
noticed  in  connection  with  Mr.  Williamson. 

James  Otto  came  in  1796,  was  employed  in  the  erection  of  the 
mills,  and  in  '98,  marrying  the  daughter  of  Capt.  Dunn  who  settled 
where  the  Mead's  now  reside  on  the  Geneva  road,  he  moved  upon 
his  farm  south  of  Lyons  village,  where  he  now  resides,  in  his  81st 
year.  He  has  been  the  father  of  eight  sons  and  eight  daughters, 
thirteen  of  whom  are  now  living  in  Lyons  and  the  western  states. 

The  old  gentleman  says  it  was  so  sickly  about  the  village  of  Lyons 
in  early  years  that  many  who  attempted  to  settle  there  got  discour- 
aged and  left.  Dr.  Prescott  of  Phelps,  was  the  first  physcian.  Dr. 
Willis  settled  where  the  village  of  Lyons  now  i^-*,  but  getting  sick 
himself,  and  sick  of  the  country,  returned  to  Vermont.  In  the 
winter  of  '99  and  1800,  there  was  an  unusal  deep  snow  ;  there  came 
a  rain  making  a  crust,  and  the  wolves  destroyed  the  deer  to  such  an 
extent  that  their  carcasses  were  strewn  over  the  woods  tainting  the 
whole  atmosphere. 

Judge  Evert  Van  Wickle,  who  has  been  mentioned  in  connec- 
tion w^ith  early  operations  in  Allegany,  came  to  Lyons  soon  after 
Mr.  Williamson  had  commenced  improvements  there,  and  was  in 
his  employ  as  a  surveyor.f 

Judge   Daniel  Dorsey  from  Frederick  county,  Maryland,  came 


*  He  intntdiicetl  the  iiFRt  Merino  buck  into  western  New  York,  purcha^ng  it  uf  one 
of  the  LivingKtoniSp  in  Allxuiy,  paying  $900. 

t  In  one  of  Mr.  William«>n*H  lottem,  in  \1^,  ho  Rays :— "A  ppomi^incf  ^'ttl<»ni*^nt, 
eoinpi>mMl  of  i)oimle  fntm  Jereov  ami  Marrland,  is  b<^n  here  thi«  June* ;  a  Mr.  Van 
WicJLk*  from  tne  Jcnuyii,  mo  veil  in  along  with  foitj  penona." 
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to  Lyons  in  1801,  with  his  family.  Two  years  previous  he  had  & 
plored  the  country  and  purchased  of  Mr.  Williamson  nearij  is 
thousand  acres,  mostly  on  the  east  side  of  the  outlet,  immedii:^ 
adjoining  the  village  of  Lyons,  on  either  side  of  the  Ly*.*ci  aa 
Geneva  Plank  Road.  It  included  the  farm  that  had  been  cocLcxfr 
ced  by  Mr.  Cameron,  as  agent  for  Mr.  Wiliamson,  and  the  inp^07^ 
ments ;  had  been  reserved  in  anticipation  of  what  would  ctct  b 
at  the  confluence  of  the  streams — mostlv  the  head  of  nav^ia^x 
but  was  sold  to  Judge  Dorsey  as  an  inducement  to  emicnCMC. 
He  had  a  lar^re  famllv  —  ten  children  —  and  a  considerable  noxbc 
of  slavesi  that  were  soon  liberated,  principally  for  the  reason  iM 
in  that  case  as  well  as  in  all  other  similar  experiments  that  wereoaec 
in  this  region,  slave  labor  was  unprofitable. 

The  strong  handed  emigrant  immediately  commenced  cleans: 
and  improving  his  fine  possessions.  Soon  after  1800  he  cofDoas- 
ced  merchandizing,  bringing  his  goods  from  Baltimore.  A  bas 
proportion  of  his  early  trade  was  with  the  Indians,  who  were  cfr 
camped  along  the  banks  of  the  outlet  and  at  Sodus.  There  uatdz 
be  as  many  as  thirty  Indian  huts  along  where  William  street  of 
Lyons  village,  crosses  the  canal. 

Thomas  Dorsey,  a  son  of  the  early  Pioneer,  now  occupies  a  per- 
tion  of  the  old  homestead.  The  author  transcribes  from  memr^m- 
dums  of  a  conversation  had  with  him,  some  early  reminiscecos  :■:' 
that  locality:  — 

Durham  boats  used  to  arrive  frequently  from  Schenectady  w:'* 
emigrants  and  goods,  and  with  salt  from  Salt  Point.  It  was  oc!' 
in  freshets  that  they  could  go  as  high  up  as  Palmyra  and  Manches- 
ter. Salmon  were  ver\*  pleniv  in  the  streams :  at  the  tV»rks  I  h.:': 
known  fifteen  and  twenty  taken  with  one  spear  in  a  night .  wc:.n- 
ing  from  fifteen  to  twenty  pounds.  It  was  not  uncommor.  :  « 
herds  of  deer  grazing  on  the  flats. 

When  the  Dorsey  family  arrived  at  Lyons,  there  was  settled  - 
village  and  immediate  vicinity,  other  than  those  already  name:  — 
John  Birrgs,  who  kept  a  tavern  on  the  site  now  occupied  bv  B-'- 
ton's  tavern,  in  a  I02  house.  He  was  the  Pioneer  landlonl  ir.:  -• 
yet  living  near  the  village.  Richard  Jones,  a  saddler,  had  a  *r^ 
on  what  is  now  Broad  street,  in  a  log  building.  He  died  in  1<12 
Georire  Carr,  a  iimsi>nbv  trade,  lived  '.'n  Broad  street  in  a  I^.^:  h-.c« 
Williaiii  Gibbs  lived  a  little  south  of  the  villace,  on  the  farm  t--- 
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owned  by  Harvey  Geer.  John  Perrine  lived  on  the  Canandaigua 
outlet  one  mile  from  the  village.  He  was  an  early  magistrate  and 
Supervisor  of  the  town ;  removed  to  Michigan,  where  he  died  in 
183G.  The  progress  of  the  village  was  slow  in  all  the  early  years, 
and  in  fact  until  the  location  and  construction  of  the  Erie  Canal. 
In  1818  there  was  but  a  small  cluster  of  buildings  ;  two  taverns,  one 
kept  by  Ezekiel  Price,  and  another  by  Elias  Hull ;  the  store  of 
Leach  &  Demmon ;  a  few  dwellings ;  a  few  mechanic  shops ; 
a  Methodist  and  Presbyterian  church.  John  Cole,  the  father  of 
Joseph  Cole,  was  the  first  local  minister,  and  organized  the  first 
Methodist  society.  He  died  in  1810.  The  first  religious  meetings 
were  attended  by  Judge  Dorsey,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist church,  and  occasionally  an  exhorter. 

The  village  of  Lyons  had  a  rapid  start  after  the  completion  of 
the  canal ;  many  enterprising  men  were  attracted  there  ;  substantial 
business  establishments  were  started  one  after  another ;  private 
residences,  in  beauty  of  location,  and  in  all  their  appointments  vic- 
ing with  those  of  any  of  its  neighboring  villages  and  cities  in  West- 
ern New  York,  were  founded  one  after  another ;  new  streets  were 
laid  out  with  the  accompaniments  of  fine  walks  and  long  lines  of 
shade  trees;  substantial  and  neat  public  edifices  were  erected; 
until  now,  in  1851,  there  are  few  spots  in  all  this  wide  region,  hold- 
ing out  more  inducements,  either  for  residence,  or  business  pur- 
suits. The  tourist,  in  western  New  York, who  does  not  wander 
from  the  rail  road  route,  misses  at  least  two  beautiful  and  flourishing 
villages  —  Palmyra  and  Lyons.  But  things  as  they  were,  not  as 
'   they  now  are,   are  the  subjects  in  hand. 

Daniel  Dorsey  died  in  1823,  at  the  age  of  65  years.  His  survi- 
ving children  are :  —  Upton  Dorsey,  Esq.,  of  Geneva ;  Thomas  E. 
Dorsey,  residing  on  the  old  homestead  at  Lyons ;  Nelson  R.  Dorsey, 
lesiding  in  Calhoun  county,  Michigan ;  Mrs.  Cyrus  Chapin,  of  Gen- 
eva ;  Mrs.  Lawrence  Riley,  in  Ohio  ;  Mrs.  Thomas  Rook,  of  Lyons, 
Mrs.  Wm.  Hudson,  of  Geneva ;  Mrs.  Michael  Miller,  of  Calhoun 
cu.,  Michigan ;  Mrs.  Milton  Barney,  of  Chicago ;  and  two  sons 
have  died  after  arriving  at  adult  age ;  eleven  in  all.  The  early 
Koneer  had  held  a  Captain's  commission  in  the  Maryland  line  during 
the  Revolution,  and  after  his  advent  to  this  region,  was  an  early 
Judge  of  the  courts  of  Ontario. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ellsworth  still  survive,  at  an  advanced  ace.     Thev 
have  fittv  livinj;  descendrints  in  the  town  of  Sodus. 

The  old  irontleinan  savs  that  his  neichlx>rhocHl,  in  an  earlv  dav, 
was  more  than  usually  the  haunt  of  deer,  bears,  and  wolves ;  wild 
dacks  were  abundant  in  the  Bav,  and  some  seasons  of  the  vears, 
pigeons  were  so  plenty,  that  it  was  ditlicidt  to  protect  the  crops 
firom  their  depredations.  At  one  periLxl,  they  had  their  roosts  on 
the  Lake  shore,  their  nests  occupying  the  trees  upon  hundreds  of 
acres.  Some  trees  would  have  sixty  and  seventy  nests  upon  them. 
The  backwoods  settlers  carried  awav  cart  loads  of  the  vounc 
aquabs.  On  another  <.>ccasion,  an  unusual  liuanMty  of  beach  nuts 
and  mild  weather,  attracted  mvriads  of  them  to  the  neighborhood  : 
the  weather  suddenly  chancring  to  severe  ct»ld,  the  woods  were 
strewed  with  those  that  had  been  frozen  to  death. 

Elijah  Gibbs  was  the  first  settled  physician  in  the  neighborhoixl. 
He  died  in  18'20.  Several  of  his  sons  are  masters  of  vessels  upon 
the  Lake.  Elisha  Matthews  was  an  early  physician ;  a  son  of  his 
resides  in  Rochester. 

Mr.  Ellsworth  was  sick  for  five  of  the  first  years  after  settling  at 
Sodas ;  his  then  young  wife,  transferred  to  the  wilderness  from  a 
comfortable  New  England  home,  had  her  husband  and  voun^;  chil- 
dren  to  take  care  of,  and  much  of  the  out  door  labor  to  perlbrm. 
A  payment  upon  their  land  became  due :  their  dependence  to  meet 
it  was  a  sum  due  them  in  Connecticut ;  Mrs.  E.  made  the  long 
journey  to  Windsor  upon  horseback,  and  obtained  it.  The  history 
if  their  pioneer  years  has  the  harshest  features  of  backwocxl's  life ; 
lat  with  them,  as  with  others,  the  scene  has  changed ;  the  dense 
isrests  have  melted  away ;  in  the  midst  of  their  descendants,  sur- 
tmnded  by  fruitful  fields,  they  are  spending  the  evening  of  their 
[ays,  and  calmly  awaiting  the  close  of  the  mission  upon  earth, 
bey  have  so  well  performed. 


TEREGRIXE  FITZHUGH. 


U^  See  William  Fitzhugh,  page  364.    He  emigrated  to  this  re- 
poD  in  1799.     Residing  three  years  at  Geneva,  he  was  engaged  in 

■■d  at  Iiomlequoit.  John  G.  Brown,  of  Huiliion.  Michi^n.  ami  Paul  Brown,  of  Pal- 
noip  tl'mjnc  countT,  are  his  wda.  I)auirkteni  became  the  wires  of  Edward  Duifee, 
■dWilliain  Wilouz;  of  Palmyn^and  Gillwrt  Howell,  of  OakORfaaid. 


After  the  advent  of  Mr.  \V- 
of  his  mills,  lai^  tavern  hou<'<^ 
proveinents  under  his  auspic 
cline :  but  an  occasional  har** 
ilemess,  along  on  the  Lyon' 
ease  and  privation — some     ~' 
oouraged,  leaving  their  ]>'■■ 
cation  to  new  adventurers 
[iremature.     A  line  piiV' 
the  beautiful  Bay,  wouM  '       ^ 
settled  couatrj-,  but  «n1'' 
and  there,  miles  apart.  ■■ 
settler,  h^f  resolvinff  *'"'*__ 
prise  as  a  bad  job.    f*'"'  ~ 
provements,  but  6w*^ 

In  1801,  Ami  EK'  _  "^^^ 
tied  OD  the  road  le^"^^""" 
■OD  had  fimndad'^V"  " 

rojul  I'-'ii  ' 
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Gteneral  Post  Office,  at  Washington,  for  nearly  thirty  years ;  and 
Bennett  C.  Fitzhugh,  a  resident  at  Sodus  Point.  Daughters  be- 
came the  wives  of  William  Pulteney  Dana,*  whose  mother  was  a 
niece  of  Sir  William  Pulteney ;  of  William  Haylartz,  of  Sodus ; 
of  William  Edwards,  of  Sodus ;  an  unmarried  daughter  resides  at 
the  old  homestead. 


WILLIAM  KIXON  LOOMIS. 


He  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey.  After  a  collegiate  education, 
he  studied  medicine,  attended  the  lectures  of  Dr.  Rush,  at  Philadel- 
phia. His  ambition  as  a  student,  is  indicated  by  the  fact,  that  he 
took  copious  notes  of  the  whole  course  of  lectures  of  that  eminent 
man,  which  fill  several  quarto  volumes,  and  are  the  only  report  ex- 
tant, of  that  course.  An  acquaintance  thus  formed,  between  mas- 
ter and  pupil,  they  afterwards  maintained  a  correspondence  of 
intimacy  and  friendship.  Commencing  the  practice  of  medicine 
in  Philadelphia,  he  continued  there  until  a  declining  health,  conse- 
quent upon  an  attack  of  the  yellow  fever,  induced  him  to  seek  a 
change  of  climate. 

He  came  on  a  tour  of  exploration  to  the  Genesee  country  soon  after 
1800.  In  a  trip  by  watcf,  with  some  friends,  they  were  overtaken 
by  a  storm,  off  the  mouth  of  the  Genesee  river.  The  party  landed, 
and  went  up  to  view  the  Falls.  Upon  the  present  site  of  Roches- 
ter, they  came  to  a  solitary  log  cabin,  knocked,  and  were  bid 
to  come  in.  Upon  entering,  they  found  that  in  the  absence  of 
the  family,  a  parrot  had  been  the  hospitable  representative.  The 
family  returned  soon,  however,  and  gave  them  a  supper  of  potatoes 
and  milk ;  the  best  that  the  site  of  a  now  city  of  40,000  inhabit- 
ants, then  afforded.  Deciding  upon  making  Sodus  Point  his  home^ 
he  made  considerable  investments  in  lands  there,  and  soon  removed 
his  family  to  their  new  home.  He  resided  at  the  Point,  until  the 
commencement  of  the  war  of  1812,  when  he  removed  two  miles 
farther  up  the  Lake,  where  he  had  purchased  lands,  and  erected  a 
flouring  mill.     His  house  at  the  Point  was  burned  when  the  British 

•  He  came  to  tliia  couniry  soon  After  his  relative  had  become  a  proprietor  here ;  hig 
wife  dying,  he  returned  to  England  in  early  years.  Mrs.  Daniel  H.  Fitzhugh,  of  OroYe« 
bod  is,  a  daughter  of  his. 
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force  made  their  landing  there.  To  the  flouring  mill,  in  hit 
locality,  he  added  a  saw  mill,  an  iron  forge,  and  several  other  bniMik* 
es  of  business;  besides  improving  the  land,  dividing  it  into iaiD^ 
and  building  several  houses  for  tenants.  The  little  settlement  w» 
called ''  Maxwell.''  Leaving  Philadelphia  with  the  design  of  tbm- 
doning  his  profession,  his  practice  was  only  such  as  the  exigencki 
of  the  new  region  demanded,  and  mostly  gratuitous.  He  bestovvi 
much  of  his  time  and  talents  in  the  cause  of  internal  inprovemeiitE. 
If  not  the  projector,  he  early  and  zealously  espoused  the  opraiog 
of  a  communication  between  Lake  Ontario  and  the  Erie  Canal,  bf 
means  of  a  branch  canal,  terminating  at  Sodus  Bay.* 

To  indefatigable  industry  and  perseverance,  he  added  extiaont 
nary  business  talents ;  and  to  a  vigorous  intellect  he  added  a  thor- 
ough education,  cultivated  literary  tastes  and  pursuits,  in  boan  of 
relaxation  from  the  sterner  duties  of  life,  which  made  him  an  agree* 
able  and  instructive  companion.  He  died  in  1833,  at  the  age  of  tt 
years.  An  inscription  upon  his  tomb  stone,  in  the  rural  cemeteiy. 
at  Sodus  village,  pays  the  following  tribute  to  his  menwry ;— "He 
was  one  of  the  Pioneer  Border  settlers.  His  enterprising,  vigor 
ous,  and  active  mind,  aided  esssentially  in  the  improvements  of  tUi 
countr}',  and  commanded  for  him  universal  esteem." 

The  first  wife  of  Dr.  Lummis  died  in  early  years.  His  second 
wife  was  a  daughter  of  Captain  John  Maxwell,  and  the  niece  of 
General  William  Maxwell,  both  of  whom  are  honorably  meDtioned 
in  Revolutionary  annals.  The  surviving  sons  of  Dr.  Lummis, 
are  :  —  Benjamin  Rush  Lummis,  residing  on  the  east  side  of  Sodos 
Bay ;  William  M.  and  Dayton  Lummis,  merchants.  New  Yort 
An  only  surviving  daughter  is  Mrs.  Elizabeth  EUet,  the  wife  of  Dr. 
William  H.  Ellet,  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  Columbia  College.  N. 
York  ;  The  amiable  and  gifted  authoress  of  **  The  Women  of  the 
American  Revolution,*'  and  "  Domestic  History  of  the  American 
Revolution." 


Dr.  Thomas  G.  Lawson,  an  Englishman,  leaving  home  on  ac- 
count of  some  domestic  difiiculties,  caine  to  Sodus  Point,  in  early 

*  A  DnytK-t  revivc'U  in  hitcr  years.  ij:iucif»allv  umier  the  auspices  <»f  another  pabbf 
spiritca  iii<lividual  —  Gen.  Whl  11.  Adams  —  ^vith  .■»l«iw;uiil  untoward  pri»jrTW»  at  finS* 
mil  now,  with  llie  aiJofnciut  h-L^i-^latitin,  likrly  t«>  ]>e  conHunniatiil. 

Note  • —  ^Irs.  Kiiet  iu  now alx^ut  3?  years  ol"  am*.  Hi.r  first  publislit'O  literary  rfrt 
was  "Written  at  the  ai^*  of  thirteen  ;  an  "Ode"  written  on  the  uccaaiou  of  La  i'*y<:i»^ 
tiflitat  Geneva  where  she  was  attending  school 
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years,  purchasing  a  large  number  of  Mr.  Williamson's  "out  lots,"  a 
mile  from  the  Point,  fixing  his  residence  there.  Possessed  of  consid- 
erable wealth,  he  practiced  his  profession  only  occasionally,  spending 
his  money  freely  in  improvements  of  his  possessions.  He  returned 
to  England,  where  he  died  in  1833. 

Elder  Seba  Norton  was  the  the  pioneer  clergyman,  at  Sodus,  set- 
tling there  as  early  as  1805.  After  four  years'  service  in  the 
Revolution,  which  included  a  participation  in  the  battles  of  Mon- 
mouth and  Saratoga,  he  united  with  the  Baptist  church,  and  soon  took 
upon  himself  the  office  of  a  minister,  with  a  limited  education,  but 
with  a  native  strength  of  mind,  and  a  devotion  to  his  profession, 
which  insured  a  long  career  of  usefulness.  He  was  the  founder 
of  the  first  meeting  house  in  the  township.  He  died  in  1835,  in 
the  76th  year  of  his  age. 

In  reference  to  the  slow  growth  of  Sodus,  the  early  fluctuations  of  its 
population.  Judge  B)rram  Green  remarks :  —  "A  large  portion  of  the 
early  settlers  about  the  Bay,  were  but  transient  residents,  fishermen 
and  hunters.  They  would  come  to  the  Bay,  invited  by  the  abun- 
dance of  deer  in  the  forest,  wild  ducks  in  the  Bay,  and  fish  in  the 
Bay  and  Lake,  and  erect  their  huts  on  the  Islands  in  the  Bay,  or  the 
main  land.  There  they  would  hunt  and  fish  for  a  season,  some  a 
few  years,  and  leave  the  place.  Soon  another  set  would  come^  and 
occupy  the  vacant  and  common  ground.  And  thi^s  a  floating  pop- 
ulation was  coming  and  going,  like  the  rolling  waves  upon  the  Lake, 
until  more  enterprising  men  purchased  and  occupied  the  ground, 
subdued  the  forest,  and  cultivated  the  soil." 


RIDGE  ROAD  AND  SODUS  BAY. 


Secluded,  in  referenc  to  the  main  thoroughfares,  the  northern  portions  of 
Monroe  and  Wayne  counties  are  less  known  than  most  of  the  G^esee  coun- 
try. Sodus  Bay,  especially,  a  marked  spot  in  the  topography  of  the  Genesee 
country,  and  in  fact  in  all  our  Lake  region,  has  never  been  seen  by  many, 
otherwise  familiar  with  the  whole  region.  These  considerations  will  excuse  a 
fleeming  partiality,  in  making  them  an  exception  to  a  general  rule,  in  this  Iiis- 
tory  of  pioneer  settlement 

Passing  Irondequoit  Bay,  and  going  east,  the  Ridge  Road  becomes  as  well 
defined,  as  uniformly  elevated,  as  uix)n  any  portion  of  it  between  the  Genesee 
and  the  Niagara  riven.    It  passes  through  the  towns  of  Webster,  in  Monroe, 
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Ontiria,  Williamson,  and  SoduSy  in  Wa^-ne,  terminating  at  die  bead  (4^ 
Bay,  *^T  ititlier  losing  there  it6  regular  and  di<tinotive  character.  Sbfl^ 
frt^in  In.ndet^U'jit,  jKiwing  the  fine  swells  of  uplands  and  broad  pbdM— ni 
constant  sut'cession  of  magnificent  farms,  of  the  town  of  Wel»*ler,  tlrf  i» 
isliing  lURil  villrige,  that  bears  the  name  of  the  town  —  ihore  is  a  ct«i  » 
f«.»rniity  in  nature's  own  highway,  u\Mm  which  you  are  irnvf^ng;  it*  srafai 
slo}^  in  the  direction  of  Luike  Outari«\  and  the  gentle  swella  and  n>lliiij  ]mk 
on  the  other  hand  —  a  sainenfss  of  landscape  —  until  you  arrive  £  Vi> 
liamsoii,  or  Poppino*s  comers,  where  the  main  pases  roads  from  PalmniQ 
Pukney\ille.  Here  the  scene  chans^  gradually,  the  slope  and  the  lEi\d&  liMV' 
ing  more  irregular,  and  at  the  soutli  knobs  iuid  sugar  loaf  bilk  become  trt^ia 
to  add  t.>  the  variety  of  scener}-,  not  to  form  an  exception  to  the  e^vrj  what 
desirable  f:irms,  and  pro6])eroiLS  agricultural  region.  No  where  in  aS  tbi 
re^on  of  pn egress,  has  the  hand  of  improvement  eflfected  a  m^re  nfii 
change,  or  found  a  soil  making  better  returns  for  its  labor.  And  here  i:  wt 
be  remarke«i,  that  witli  reference  to  tlie  staple  grain  product,  wheat,  theRJi 
no  region  oli  country  on  eartli,  that  c<:tntains  in  its  soii  more  of  iti^  elcxna^ 
tkm  the  >l  »]>e  from  the  Ridge  KiXkl  to  Lake  Ontario,  in  its  whoI«  «rxteat. 

Passing  fn»m  Poppino's  Comew  to  Sodui*  village  —  seven  miles  —  %'n 
hand  are  broad  wheat  fields,  clear  of  stumps,  many  of  them  lookinii  likeiA 
onion  l»e(ls  :  the  Ridge  gently  ciu^ing,  and  then  straight  for  mil«k  viA  i 
reifular  elevation,  vou  are  sjraduallv  bearing;  towards  the  Lake,  until  f.-raoot- 
^iderable  disumce  you  catch  gliraj.»e8  of  it^  blue  waves,  through  ri^tas  M  ik 
forest,  s^'ht^-kners  with  snails  spreail,  or  perhaps  a  magnificent  steamliMi — a 
floating  i^iilace  —  will  cross  tlie  Une  of  vision. 

Sod  us  village  has  grown  up  on  the  Ridge  —  hardly  within  a  pioneer  pOTti 
—  a  flnurishiiig,  brisk  country  vilhige,  having  a  pleasant  rumi  asj»^t  :  t>  srr, 
wliere  ilu*  roal  t'n»m  Lyons  to  SvhisPriiut,  c^>^s^^  the  Ridge.  A  »ui.  ■ : 
ride,  of  f.iurmilt/s  thruujxh  a  fine  fiirminirrejri'^n,  of  ridixt*  and  vallorN:-sjs 
you  to  the  Point,  or  the  ol<l  site  of  Mr.  Williimisi^n  s  magnitictiinly  rr.4^<tcd 
town. 

If  you  «iU':-<tion  his  judgement,  or  say  that  his  plans  were  pTv>matipeL  j  ; 
will  l-e  oMiufrl  t'»  p:iy  linin.ii;*'  t'>  his  t,vte  ;  for  no  when*  in  all  thi<  ?*-:r"*  ^ 
tliiTf  a  fimr  sitel'ir  a  villai:e  or  a  city.  The  K^M  shi»rt*  of  the  L-ik"  t'-rr::* 
an  elt'vated  and  l>eautitul  temuv  on  the  one  hand,  while  theLrn.»und  ••ni«i'i».T 
•I'-v.vnds  to  the  waters  of  the  Bav  u]>on  the  other.  As  the  Point  -"rj*:^-' 
V.  i  ieiL<   out  in  tJie  back  ground,  it  liscs   Siowly,    and  is   inici^i^r^jii  whi 


J.*:!!.*  •  '"•|';■^  ::i»-<  i:j  r;.-^*  nrnxiniitv  v  ith  SkiliMrv  Icj*  oal-in?,  nailv  t"  i*-u'.'«  r^"- 


;;  ;.'.•;  vMi.k--.-i  'hat  srr;iyi-.fa  iVw  T'^U  frmn  iht-  ci^iy*  ]«fir*»  tho  *h^»T.    Ti.-.rrv 

pa*H-:  •■".•■r.  ,yi.l  hrr..viHi:.-.|  th- ri-Lrii»n  in  o«Miint>ti.iii"  wjth  tliis  pi\*s«-!i;  vork  "  ^li: 
a  V  i;:i!:u'«  .  ':';'V'*'"'^-  l'»^"-y- •'^*'''"*''»"^'--'.  1">'1  takt-n  the  plaof  of  tli-K^-  niiT-r^-i  *^>^** 
nt  M.'U'vr  lil«  !  R«vin:tiijrini»  a  pi.irut-r  mother,  tknt  li*- r.-s^^l  to  *6*^'  tht-rf  :•.  rr -« 
inr-iiUv,  .l:jv.  }.,  o}-i..rv,M  t..  h-r  :  — "  I  M<^-d  lo  pitv  vo'i  iLai  wcT*-  v.bla."i>i  %■  >• 
l.iii  :  :i'..w  I  aiin-t  pity  th-s-'thai  cftuiiyt/' 
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swells  of  land,  slopes  and  vallies,  forming  sites  for  residences  overlooking  Lake 
and  Bay,  and  every  way  inviting. 

The  Bay  enters  a  cove  of  the  Lake,  which  is  protected  on  either  hand  by 
headlands.  Itisabout  half  a  mile  across  its  neck,  gradually  widening  out  to 
the  extent  of  four  miles.  In  length  from  north  to  south,  it  is  neaily  seven 
miles.  A  small  Island  in  the  Lake,  1}  ing  opjxwite  the  entrance  to  the  Bay,  a 
pier  connects  it  with  the  main  land,  and  another  is  extended  into  the  Lake. 
These  public  improvements,  added  to  natural  advantages,  renders  it  the  finest 
harbor  upon  all  our  Lake  coasts.  It  is  said  of  the  magnificent  Bay  of  San 
Francisco,  that  "  all  the  navies  of  the  world  might  nde  at  anchor  in  it  at 
one  time,  with  ssifety."  It  may  be  said  of  Sodus  Bay,  that  all  the  craft  that 
will  ever  navigate  our  Lakes,  would  find  ample  room  there ;  good  anchorage, 
and  protection  from  the  severest  gales.  Its  mostly  deep,  still  waters  might  at 
times,  be  passed  over  safely  in  a  canoe,  when  a  tempest  was  tossing  the  waters 
of  the  Lake.  The  scener}-,  especially  upon  the  east  side  of  the  Bay,  is  less 
bold  and  rugged,  but  its  promentories  remind  one  of  the  descriptions  of  the 
Bay  of  Naples.  Witli  an  eye  for  the  pictui-esque  and  romantic  —  a  feeling  of 
enthusiasm  in  reference  to  all  this  region,  —  Mr.  Williamson  wrote  to  a  friend 
in  England  ;  —  "The  town"  ^Sodus,)  "stands  on  arising  ground  on  the 
west  point  of  the  Bay,  ha\ing  tno  Lake  on  the  nortli,  to  appearance  as  bound- 
leas  as  the  ocean,  and  the  Bay  to  the  east  romantically  interspersed  with  Islands, 
and  parts  of  tlie  main  land  stretching  into  it  The  first  view  of  the  place, 
after  passing  through  a  timbered  country  from  Geneva,  twenty-eight  miles, 
strikes  the  eye  of  the  beholder,  as  one  of  the  most  magnificent  landscapes 
human  fancy  can  picture;  and  the  beauty  of  the  scene,  is  not  unfrequenUy 
heightened,  by  the  appearance  of  large  vessels  navigating  the  Lake." 


The  "  District  of  Sodus,"  was  erected  in  the  primitive  division 
of  Ontario  county  into  Districts,  in  1789.  The  earliest  record  of  a 
town  meeting  is  in  1799.  The  district  then  embraced  all  of  the 
present  town  of  Sodus  and  Lyons.  The  town  or  district  meeting 
was  held  at  the  "  house  of  Evert  Van  Wickle"  in  Lyons  village. 
The  ofBcers  chosen  were  as  follows :  —  Azariah  WiUis,  supervisor, 
Joseph  Taylor,  town  clerk ;  other  town  officers :  —  Norman  Merry, 
Samuel  Caldwell,  Chas.  Cameron,  Moses  Sill,  E.  Van  Wickle, 
Timothy  Smith,  Joseph  Wood,  David  Sweezy,  Daniel  Russell, 
Henry  Love  well,  Wm.  White,  Reuben  Adams,  Samuel  Nelson, 
David  Sweezy,  and  John  Van  Wickle. 

At  a  special  town  meeting  in  1799,  held  "  at  the  house  of  John 
Briggs,"  John  Perrine,  Timothy  Smith,  and  Samuel  Caldwell  were 
chosen  school  commissioners. 

There  was  at  this  period  on  the  tax  roll,  the  names  of  50  persons, 
some  of  whom  were  non-residents ;  the  settlers  would  seem  to  have 
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been  kx^ited  in  Lycfiis  tiDiij^  ontiie  n»d  froon  I^tnitoS 
Pmnt,  at  the  Pmnt,  and  on  the  Pahnyrm  road,  with  the  ewoefk 
Brown  and  Richaids,  on  die  Lake  shore  between  the  Foat 
Patteneyrille.  In  1800,  Timothy  Smith  was  imieniwi.  h 
jear  die  first  records  of  roads  were  made.  Two  doBan  ia 
was  voted  finr  wdf  scalps  '^th  the  skin  thereon ;"  and  ilm 
▼oted  that  "hog  yokes  be  eight  inches  above  the  necL*  k 
abo  voted  that  EliasDickinscMi,  whoitispresomed  waiaJab 
the  peace  in  Phdps,  "be  allowed  98  finr  opening  town  Hi 
two  yean  past** 

In  1799,  die  District  gave  Charles  WiDiamKm  and  lU 
Norton,  candidates  for  Assembly,  each  23  votesL  In  1600  Ik 
Morris  had  the  nnanimoos  vole  of  the  district,  OQ,  fbrrepnKri 
of  the  Western  District  in  Congress. 

In  1801  the  district  "n^iected  to  hold  town  meetii^''  hm 
justices  of  the  coimty,  Wul  Rogers^  Darioa  Comstock  ani 
Patterscm,  met  at  the  hoose  of  Oliver  Kendall,  and  appoiotti 
Perrine,  supervisor,  and  Richard  Jones  town  clerk. 

PdteneyviDe  is  upcm  the  shore  of  Lake  Ontario^  at  the  m 
little  SalmcHi  creek.  The  waters  of  the  fine  pore  stream  ths 
been  collecting  upon  the  slope  in  Marion  and  WiUiamna. 
proaching  the  Lake,  seem  to  have  been  coy  and  hesitaui^!. 
ing  into  its  embrace ;  meandering  along  for  a  considerable  ^ 
neariy  f  arallel  with  the  Lake  shore,  a  ridge  elevated  from  tt 
feet,  afibrds  fine  building  ground  overlooking  the  Lake.  T«» 
ontories  put  out  above  and  below  the  entrance  of  the  creek  i 
Lake,  which,  with  a  blufi*  shore,  afibrds  the  means  of  makinE 
good  harbor  with  a  small  comparative  expenditure  of  man 
was  a  prominent  locality  in  long  yean  of  French  and  Ejsd 
minion  —  the  frequent  stopping  place  for  the  smaD  craft  that  < 
along  the  Lake  shore.  Although  the  locality  was  marked  I 
Williamson  in  his  plans  of  improvement,  and  is  "M^ntj^^pH 
correspondence  with  his  principals,  no  comm^icetneat  wi 
there  under  his  auspices. 

Previous  to  1S06,  William  Waters  was  the  only  resident 
In  that  year,  Capt.  Samuel  Throop,  changed  his 
Blanchester  to  PulteneyviDe,  accompanied  by  his 
Jeremiah  Selby,  who  had  settled  at  Palmyra  as  eariv  a 
They  erected  a  saw  miD  and  grist  mill  on  Little  R^l»^ 
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Capt.  Throop  kept  the  first  public  house  at  Fulteneyville.  Russel 
Whipple,  becoming  a  resident  there  in  early  years,  built  the  schooner 
"  Laura,'  which  was  sailed  by  Capt.  Throop.  The  widow  of  Capt 
Throop,  is  now  the  wife  of  Major  William  Rodgers,  of  Fulteneyville. 
In  addition  to  the  son  named  in  a  note  attached,  Capt.  Washington 
Throop,  of  Fulteneyville,  is  another  son.  Daughters  became  the 
wives  of  W.  H.  Rodgers  and  Capt.  Andrew  HoUing,  of  Fulteneyville, 
Joseph  Colt,  the  early  merchant  at  Canandaigua  and  Geneva, 
was  the  pioneer  merchant  at  Fulteneyville.  Jacob  W.  Hallett,  late 
of  New  York,  was  an  early  resident  of  Fultneyvillc,  as  was  Samuel 
Ledyard,  who  is  a  resident  there  now ;  of  both  whom,  especially 
of  the  latter,  whose  family  was  early  identified  with  all  the  region 
west  of  Utica,  the  author  is  in  hopes  to  be  able  to  say  something  in 
another  connection. 


CHAPTER  VII. 


PIONEER   EVENTO   IN  WHAT  IS   NOW  MONROE. 


In  December,  1789,  the  ShaefTer  family  became  the  pioneer  set- 

tIerB  in  all  the  region  west  of  the  Genesee  river,  and  in  fact  of  the 

whole  valley  of  the  Genesee,  if  we  except  those  who  had  blended 

themselves  with  the  Indians,  were  Indian  traders,  or  had  become 

■quatters  upon  Indian  lands,  in  their  flight  from  the  Mohawk  and 

"    Siuquehannah,  during  the  border  wars.     With  reference  to  pe  ma- 

*   nent  settlement  and  improvement,  they  must  be  regarded  as  the 

^  Pioneers  of  the  Genesee  Valley. 

~~       KoTS.— A  sioffiilar  train  of  Lake  diaasteTB  and  deaths,  is  connected  with  this  pio- 

L    jgggg  fiimily :— (&pt  Throop  himBelf  was  drowned  from  the  schooner  Lark,  of  wnidi 

^,  ha  mm  master,  while  attempting  to  enter  Sodus  Bay,  in  a  f^e,  in  1819.    Previous  to 

which,  Mn.  Throop  with  two  young  children,  in  a  skiff  with  her  husband,  Jeremiah 

BL  Selbr  and  George  Armstrong,  were  fifoinff  a  few  miles  up  the  Lake ;  the  skiff 

AIM,  the  children  were  drowned,  and  Mr&  Throop  barely  escaped.    At  the  early 

->  '  ^0  of  18,  the  present  well  known  Capt.  Horatio  N.  Throop,  of  the  steam  boat  Onta- 

»    £^  became  a  navigator  of  the  Lake,  as  the  master  of  a  snudl  schooner,  which  he  had 

hnkb  himsclC    In  1825  on  his  way  to  Osweeo,  a  cargo  of  com  with  which  ho  was 

*    laden  became  damp,  swelled,  the  Teesd  suddenly  bursting  and  sinking.    Two  lads  on 

hotad  drowned,  and  Capt  Throop  himself  escaped  by  swimming  to  the  shore,  four 

mflWL  on  a  door  that  had  become  detached. 
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Peter  Shaeflfer,  the  elder,  was  a  natiTe  of  Beffcs  oomtT,  Fi 
emignUed  firom  Lancaster  to  this  regioiiy  at  the  adTaneed  i| 
85  years.  His  family  who  became  permanent  residents,  coa 
of  himself  and  his  sons  Peter  and  Jacob.  In  Johr,  17S9.  theri 
first  to  Geneva,  and  then  to  Ckmaigwa  creek,  in  BhonoSM,  i 
they  porchased  1200  acres  of  land  of  Gen.  FeDows.  Beni 
there  until  December,  the  old  gentleman  apportioned  ihitl 
among  his  three  daughters,  and  went  upon  the  rirer  with  tiii 
They  foond  Ebenezer  Allan,  the  owner  of  the  fine  tractof  te 
upland  at  the  month  of  Allan's  creek,  adjoining  the  pretntti 
of  Soottsville.  He  had  a  comfortable  log  hooae,  npoo  a  p 
sweD  of  land,  which  may  be  observed  a  short  distance  im 
conflnence  of  the  creek  and  river.  He  was  living  thes  li 
yoong  white  wife,  whose  name  had  been  Lucy  Chapnun. 
family  on  their  way  to  Canada,  had  stopped  with  him,  sod  b 
sdicitations  of  Mrs.  Dogan,  (Allan's  sister,)  Lucy  remaisedto 
her  c(Hnpany.  A  sham  magistrate  came  along  soon  after  tod 
her  a  jdnt  partner  with  some  half  dozen  natives,  in  the  aifa 
of  the  then  lord  of  the  Genesee  Valley.  Mrs.  Dogan,  hi 
on  some  years  previous,  with  her  husband  and  jcHned  her  b 
and  had  been  his  housekeeper.  Allan  had  acquired  three  fai 
acres  of  land  by  gift  from  the  Indians,  to  which  he  had  adik 
hundred  and  seventy  by  purchase,  from  Phelps  and  Gorbai. 
had  a  stock  of  goods  for  the  Indian  trade.*  He  had  50  or  H 
of  open  flats  under  the  plough,  20  acres  of  wheat  upon  the  e 
some  horses  and  cattle.  A  few  years  previous  he  had  vi 
seventy  head  of  cattle  on  rushes,  f 

The  Shaeflers  became  the  purchasers  of  his  fine  tract  c 
paying  him  the  then  high  price  of  92,50  per  acre ;  thm^ 


*  And -^  dierel^  hann  ft  tala  :'*--- TImk  8oodft  v<TO  obcaiocd  of  Jc^  Ba 
Mb  SDpmiiteiideDt  of  Indiaii  aSun  at  Xiacan.  Thcr  vcsv  takec  frt«i  tl 
am  hn^M,  and  were  cndrntlj  intended  fur  Indian  pmmti  upon  d^  Grua 
to  keep  the  Lidiana  frronble  to  the  Biitiih  intcreica.  and  fcnsietlaai  the  9fc 


to  dowininp  orcr  the  vbofe  of  the  veftern  portico  of  thif  Statie.     Bet  the  « 
"  *  lua  tniMB :  be  biioghi  fan  vith  the  e^wds : — thev 


appKed  kia  tniMa :  be  biioghi  fan  vith  the  e^wds : — ther  became 

haHiy  than  thowof  diplnmanr.  Bvtler  made  a  bunnfwroanttrof  is  . 

te  gaoda:  Allan  contMted  tlie  chum,  bat  h  vaa  finailr  rrimTTnii  lanj  ^ 
tioB  of  JaoMS  Wadcwoiih.  Eaq. 


♦  After  eoinmg  Tipoa  the  Geneaee  rirer.  he  h*l  lieocme  a  znser  ms4  irr-f 
Vf^  Banywandthe  Ibdians  vogld  steal  cattle  frnmihf  Mihiavkftrvl  iht  9« 
nah,  and  arire  them  ti>  him.    After  k€<f *r^  theat  -jpx.  tb*  hrw.  "i.til  tL? t 
bae(tfa<7VM]deoiiiiiiandaraadjaafeathighprice9^asFan  Xhigia  ' 


PHELPS  AM)  G0BHA3I^S  PUBOHASE.  405 

be  considered  that  sixty  acres  of  improvement  was  then  a  valuable 
acquisition.  Allan  included  in  the  sale,  one  acre  of  wheat  upon  the 
ground  and  a  sow  pig.*  The  father  and  sons  added  to  Allan'  house- 
hold for  the  winter,  subsisting  upon  the  milk  of  two  cows  they 
brought  in,  and  Indian  pudding  that  Mrs.  Dugan  cooked  for  them. 

Allan  had  erected  the  saw  mill  at  the  Falls,  (now  Rochester)  in 
the  summer  previous,  and  had  his  timber  out  for  the  grist  mill.  The 
money  that  he  realized  for  his  farm,  enabled  him  to  push  forward  his 
enterprise.  The  grist  mill  was  raised  the  forepart  of  winter.  The 
frame  was  2G  by  30,  of  heavy  timber.  All  the  able  bodied  wliite 
men  in  the  Genesee  valley  were  invited  to  the  raising  —  and  they 
numbered  fourteen,  all  told.  It  look  them  two  days.  A  trading 
boat  happening  to  enter  the  mouth  of  the  river,  while  they  were 
raising,  some  rum  was  procured,  and  the  backwoodsmen  had  a 
dance  in  the  mill,  and  a  rejoicing  at  the  prospect  of  something  better 
to  prepare  meal  for  their  bread  than  the  stump  mortar. 

The  Shaeffers  brought  apple  seeds  with  them  from  Pennsylvania, 
and  planted  them  in  December,  1799.  These  were  the  first  apple 
seeds,  (other  than  the  old  French  orchard  at  Schlosser,)  planted  in 
the  Genesee  countr}%  west  of  the  river. 

After  Allan  had  sold  his  farm  to  the  Shaeffers,  he  went  back  to 
Mt.  Morris,  purchased  goods  at  Philadelphia,  bringing  them  in  from 
the  back  settlements  of  Pennsylvania,  on  horseback.  In  the  season 
of  '90,  he  sowed  100  acres  of  wheat,  besides  raising  considerable 
com.  Like  Alexander  Selkirk,  he  was  "  lord  of  all  he  surveyed ;" 
commanded  the  services  of  the  Indians  to  work  his  fields  for  rum 
and  trinkets,  occasionally  pressing  into  his  service  the  Butler  Ran- 
gers, who  had  stopped  in  the  valley,  in  their  flight  from  the  Mohawk 
and  the  Susquehannah ;  paying  them  sometimes,  but  often  arbitrarily 
adjusting  their  services  to  suit  himself,  as  there  was  then  no  au- 
thority superior  to  his  own.  His  gallantries,  truthfully  related,  would 
equal  the  tales  of  eastern  romance ;  the  "  turbaned  turk  might  have 
yielded  to  him  supremacy ;  it  extended  even  to  the  employment  of 
a  purveyor,  in  the  person  of  a  Dutchman,  Andrews.  About  this 
time,  alternating  in  his  tastes  between  his  own  and  another  race. 


•  That  name  how  piff  cost  a  night's  lod^iDg  in  the  wow^a.    She  took  to  the  woods 

rly  in  the  spring,  and  had  to  bo  looked  up  when  winter  came  again.    In  the  search, 

the  present  Peter  Shaeffex  got  benighted  and  slept  in  a  hollow  log  through  a  winter 
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be  took  another  white  wife,  the  daughter  of  a  Ranger^  named  Gi 
ory,  who  lived  upon  the  Canaacraga  flats,  near  DansriDe.* 

Mr.  Shaefier  contradicts  the  story  of  Allan's  nniider  of 
Datchroan,  Andrews^f  but  he  says  that  he  mmdered  a  boj 
lived  with  him,  and  points  oat  the  grave,  near  the  nte  of  ii 
residence,  on  the  Shae&r  flats.  The  boy  was  sent  for  a  back 
water,  and  playing  by  the  way,  Allan  met  him,  took  the  \n 
from  him,  and  beat  him  to  death  with  it 

He  was,  says  Mr.  Shae&r,  mild  and  conctliatiD^  when  be  1 
selfish  end  to  accomplish ;  but  always  severe  and  harsh  wH 
dependents.  A  refugee,  a  negro  slave,  had  during  the  Revob 
come  from  the  Mohawk  to  the  Genesee  river,  and  domiciled 
the  Indians.  He  was  called  "Captain  Sun  Fish."  He  was  it 
intelligent,  became  a  trader  in  cattle,  selling  in  Canada,  and  at 
Niagara,  took  a  squaw  wife,  and  acquired  coiunderable  monej. 
one  time  he  was  settled  at  the  mouth  of  Tonawanda  creeL 
etii^  his  money,  and  wishing,  perhaps,  in  the  way  of  roatrimc 
try  a  third  race,  Allan  married  one  of  his  daughters.  Gettinf 
session  of  the  money,  however,  he  discarded  the  mixed  ntfpt 
Indian  wife ;  but  as  if  there  were  some  redeeming  traits  in  Us 
acter,  he  pensioned  the  old  negro,  and  allowed  him  a  hut  qn 
Allan's  creek  farm.  Sun  Fish  finally  went  to  Tonawanda, « 
his  descendants  now  reside. 

Jacob  Schoonover  and  his  family  had  preceded  the  Shaefl 
few  months,  and  settled  near  the  mouth  of  Dugan's  creek. 
Shaefier  married  his  daughter,  in  1790.    He  and  his  wife  & 
1838,  '9,  at  the  ages  of  93  and  94.    Mrs.  Shaefier  died  in  1835, 
63  years. 

The  whole  valley  of  the  river  below  Mr.  Shaeflfer's,  was  dc 
settling.  The  first  settler  was  Joseph  Morgan,  his  farm  adjo 
the  Shaefier  farm,  in  '92 ;  a  daughter  of  his,  Mrs.  Early,  now  \ 
pies  the  place.    His  son,  Joseph  Morgan,  resides  on  the  river,  a 


*  When  he  emignted  to  CanadA,  be  undertook  to  leaKn  the  namber  of  hii 
wirei^  bj  procariDe  the  droinuDg  of  tluB  hst  one.  Two  men  that  were  hind 
pnrpMe,  took  her  down  in  a  canoe,  and  parpoaely  ran  orer  the  faUs  near  the  | 
aqnednct ;  swimmioj^aahore  themselree^  but  leaving  her  to  go  over  the  m*- 
She,  however,  diaappointcd  them,  saving  herscU^  and  soon  appearing  in  the  pr 
of  her  iatthloM  lord,  at  the  mouth  of  w  river,  a  dripping  water  n jmplL  She  i 
ad  him  to  Canada,  and  became  tme  of  his  newhouMoold  them 

t  He  went  over  the  Genesee  Falls,  when  takinff  mill  ivBOS  dowm  te  the  oU 
mill;  the  boat  and  inms  were  fbund  below  the  Fails. 
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distance  below.    In  some  of  the  earliest  years,  — : Peabody 

erected  a  distillery,  first  at  Handford's  Landing,  and  afterwards,  on 
the  Joseph  Morgan  place ;  Wm.  Peabody,  of  Scottsville,  is  a  son  of 
his.  Andrew  Wortman  was  a  settler  upon  the  river,  as  early  as 
'04  or  '5,  occupying  the  farm  that  belonged  to  Samuel  Street,  of 
Chippewa,  who  was  his  brother-in-law.  Caleb  Aspinwall,  Peter 
Conkle,  Frederick  and  Nicholas  Hetzteller,  were  early  in  the  Shaef- 
fer  neighborhood.  Reuben  Heth,  a  Vermonter,  stopping  first  at 
Bloomfield,  came  upon  the  river,  in  early  years,  worked  for  Mr. 
Shaefier,  without  a  change  of  his  buckskin  breeches  and  buckskin 
coat,  until  he  had  earned  enough  to  pay  for  a  farm.  He  died  about 
twenty  years  since,  a  man  of  wealth,  and  the  founder  of  a  highly 
respectable  family.  Eldridge  Heth,  of  Wheatland,  is  a  son ;  Mrs. 
Hyde,  Mrs.  Nettleton,  and  Mrs.  Halsted,  are  his  daughters. 

The  two  story,  venerable  looking  farm  house,  near  which  is  the 
old  apple  orchard,  on  the  Genesee  Valley  canal,  a  short  distance 
below  Scottsville,  is  the  residence  of  Peter  ShaefFer.  The  fine  flats 
spread  out  before  it,  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  with  long  lines 
of  wire  fence,  are  those  he  purchased  from  "  Indian  Allan."  In  a 
romantic  spot,  at  the  end  of  the  ridge,  that  will  be  observed  rising 
upon  the  flats,  and  terminating  near  the  river  and  creek,  stood  the 
k^  dwelling,  which  served  the  purposes  of  a  farm  house,  a  store,  and 
a  harem,  for  this  singular  man,  who  fled  from  civilization,  first  to 
become  the  scourge  of  his  own  race  and  kindred,  and  afterwards  to 
repay  the  confidence  and  hospitality  of  another  race,  by  a  career 
among  them,  marked  throughout  by  selfishness  and  sensuality. 

It  will  hardly  do  to  talk  of  antiquity,  in  a  country  where  our  race 
have  been  occupants  but  sixty  years,  in  allusion  to  any  relic  of 
their  advent.  But  the  old  ShaefFer  home,  with  all  its  historical  as- 
sociations, may  be  said  to  look  antiquated.  It  was  built  in  1789,  be- 
fore the  new  discovery,  the  cut  nail,  was  in  use,  and  all  the  doors  had 
to  be  made  consequently  with  wrought  nails.  Its  strap  door  hinges, 
its  locks,  handles  and  latches  were  made  by  a  blacksmith,  who  had 
come  into  the  country ;  none  other  could  then  be  procured.  It  was 
the  first  framed  farm  dwelling,  in  all  the  region  between  Genesee  river 
ani  Lake  Erie.  When  it  was  building,  the  surveyors  were  making 
the  preliminary  surveys  of  most  of  all  the  territory  now  comprised  in 
the  counties  of  Orleans,  Niagara,  Erie,  Genesee,  Wyoming,  Allega- 
ny, Cattaraugus,  and  Chautauque;   Buffalo  contained  three  I(^ 


noun  ASD  GOKBAJtb 


406 


dfPifliiisi,  and  Ur.  EDicol  wafmakuig 

log  dweOiDg  at  BaUTia.    For  ten  jean  after  fkat 

pkled,  and  twenty  yean  after  hs  venerable 

cnhivating  large  fields ;  when  thoje  apple 

ers,  (ran  the  seeds  be  bad  pbnled,  the  site  ofa 

babitanti,  was  a  rugged  and  fbrbidifing  wikleneai! 

was  planted  six  rears  before  the  British  gare  np  al 

Yoii,  and  sorreDdered  Fort  Niagara,  and  the 

jears  afterwaids. 

The  father  and  brother  of  Peter  Sfaaeflerdied  ii 
The  fine  start  which  the  improvements  gave 
ket  be  foiin.llbr  his  early  laige  crops  of  com — 
joyed  for  exchanging  provisions  for  labor,  with 
that  dropped  in  aroond  him,  were  advantages  he 
to  which  be  soon  added  grazing  and  druring; 
ara  and  Canada.  Headded  to  his  original  land 
ontil  he  had  a  large  poasearion;  and  a 
lewardcd  hss  early  enterprise.  He  b  now  in  his 
focnlties  iM>t  materiaDy  impaiied,  his  m 
tive  and  intelligent ;  and  with  the  exeepCionora 
physical  coDstitation  holds  oot  remarbUy  for 
his  yoa&ger  days,  be  used  sptriUKMis  Hqmrs  moderateir : 
tL^  last :  we:i:y  years ;  an  i  as  ao  example  to  old  tobacco 
mav  le  abided,  that  he  was  one  of  them  for  half  a  oentnrr.  te  ii 
them  LOW.  He  has  been  the  occupant  of  difiereot  ton 
has  alwavs  en'oved  the  esteem  of  his  feOow  cstize 
settlers  «ho  became  his  neisfabors.  in  indigent 
the  pioQeers  of  didereat  Deigfaborboods,  in  the 
Monroe  couo-.y,  many  of  them  speak  of  his  kindness  in 
in  {uttiisIluz  them  with  grain  and  pork,  opon  cie<fit : 
the  o^i  g^ea'Jeman  pays  a  high  compliment  to  the 
pnmitire  s^tiiers,  by  saying  that  of  the  nnmerous  debts 
tracted,  he  recollects  no  instance  where  he  dtimatelv  htkd 
ccive  h!c  pay.  He  speaks  of  the  gratification  it  med  to  grve 
supp•^'  *A  ;th  a  few  bnsbeU  of  grain,  some  potatoes;  or  pork,  i 
settiers  ::«  the  backwoods,  (to  be  carried  off  generally,  ss 
backs.)  who  be  has  lived  to  see  become  the  owner  of  broad 
crowde<i  granaries.  The  surviving  sons  of  Peter 
Peter,  Levi,  Daniel,  George ;  the  last  of  wham  is  the 
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occupant  of  the  old  homestead,  and  one  of  the  best  farmers  and  stock 
breeders  in  the  (Jenesee  valley.  Mrs.  Philip  Garbut  and  Mrs. 
Caleb  Allen,  are  his  daughters.  His  children  all  reside  in  Wheat- 
land and  Chili. 


REMINISCENCES  OF  PETER  SHAEFFER. 


It  was  several  years  after  settlement  commenced  upon  the  river,  before  the 
Ridge  Road  was  known ;  an  Indian  trail  went  fK»m  the  mouth  of  the  River 
to  Fort  Niagara,  keeping  near  the  Lake  shore ;  and  another  trail  was  along 
the  west  bank  of  the  river  from  Canawagus  to  mouth  of  river.  Peter  and 
Jacob  Shaeffer  laid  out  a  i"oad  from  Allan's  creek  to  the  Fails,  in  '92 ;  had 
DO  compass;  took  ranges  from  trees;  but  tlie  road  as  it  now  exists,  is  mainly 
on  the  old  route.  It  was  improved,  the  stre^tms  bridged  witli  logs,  so  that 
teams  could  pass  in  the  winter  of  '93,  '4. 

Deer  were  plenty ;  bears  and  wolves  made  it  troublesome  to  keep  sheep  or 
hogs;  but  the  raccoon  was  the  most  troublesome  animal  we  had  to  contend 
with.  To  save  their  com,  the  new  settlers  were  obliged  to  hunt  them,  but 
their  fiir  sold  readily,  and  paid  for  the  hunting.  At  some  seasons  the  ])igeons 
were  very  abundant ;  they  could  be  taken  in  large  numbers,  by  the  use  of  nets ; 
the  breasts  wei-o  cut  out,  salted,  and  tliey  made  ver}-  good  eating.  Trout 
were  so  plenty  in  Allan's  creek,  that  a  string  of  an  hundred  and  an  hundred 
and  fifty,  could  be  taken  without  changing  ground.  At  Dumplin  Hill,  on 
one  occasion,  a  panther  was  a  victim  to  his  voracious  app<*tite.  Killing  a  deer, 
he  gorged  himself,  became  stupid,  an  Indian  found  him  helpless,  and  shot  him. 

Up  to  1794,  there  was  a  constant  intercourse  kept  up  between  the  British 
at  Fort  Niagara,  and  in  Canada,  and  the  Indians  upon  the  liver.  A  large 
proportion  of  the  Indians  inclined  to  tlie  British  interests,  and  by  means  of 
runners,  and  speeches  sent  from  Gov.  Simcoe  and  Lord  Doi-chester,  tlie  idea 
was  constantly  inculcated  that  the  British  would  soon  want  their  aid  against 
the  United  States.  Just  before  the  victory  of  Gen.  Wayne,  belienng  as  they 
were  made  to  believe,  from  some  source,  that  he  would  be  defeated,  they 
were  menacing  and  insolent.  When  a  large  party  of  them  were  eneami)ed 
on  the  flats  of  Allan's  creek,  on  their  way  to  become  allies  jigainst  Wajne, 
some  of  the  painted  warriors  gave  out  that  they  would  return  ^ith  help  enough 
to  drive  oft*  the  whites.  The  victory  created  a  better  state  of  things,  but  there 
was  not  a  feeling  of  perfect  security  until  Uie  surrender  of  Fort  Niagara,  in 
1796, 

"  I  have  been  the  commissary  of  an  army,"  said  Mr.  Shaeffer,  and  he  ex- 
plained :  —  When  the  American  troops  were  on  their  way  up  the  Lake  to  take 
possession  of  Fort  Niagara,  in  batteaux,  they  met  with  head  winds,  put  back 
mto  the  Genesee  river,  where  their  provisions  failed.  Hearing  of  Mr.  Shaeffer, 
they  came  up  the  river,  quartered  in  his  bam,  and  he  supplied  them  with 
pork  and  Indian  meal,  taking  the  officer's  note.  Wlien  they  broke  up  their 
quarters^  Mr.  Shaeffer  piloted  them  to  Caledonia  Springs^  put  them  upon  the 

OR 
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trail,  and  arrinng  at  Tonawanda,  Poudry  piloted  them  to  Fort  Niagan.  «ba 
they  were  the  first  to  raise  tlie  American  fiag.  The  next  winter,  jifr.  ShaA 
drove  cattle  to  Canada,  \i8ited  Fort  Niaj:cara,  and  received  his  pay. 

Mar}'  Jemison  once  staid  at  Mr.  Shaetfer*s  over  night,  on  her  way  vidi 
hunting  party,  to  the  mouth  of  the  river.     She  related  the  stoiy  of  her  e^ 
tivity,  and  said  she  was  happy  in  her  Indian  relational  and  preferred  to 
rather  than  to  rejoin  her  friends. 


William  Hencher  was  a  native  of  Brookfield,  Mass.»  a  soldier  o( 
the  Revolution,  he  afterwards  became  a  partizan  of  Shay,  in  the 
Massachusetts  rebellion.  While  transporting  some  provinoni  Id 
the  insurgents,  he  was  overtaken  by  some  of  the  opposing  miliuif, 
fled,  leaving  his  teams,  and  sought  refuge  in  the  then  wild  regkai 
of  western  New  York.  He  came  first  to  Newtown  Point,  renuiofll 
there  one  year,  was  joined  by  his  family,  and  located  in  the  Deigll> 
borhood  of  Col.  Sterrett,  on  Big  Flats.  In  August,  1791,  he  ttl 
his  son  William,  then  eleven  years  of  age,  went  to  the  mouth  of  lb 
Genesee  river,  where  they  found  Walker,  the  Ranger*  located  in  i 
log  hut  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  near  its  mouth,  the  solitary  oc- 
cupant, short  of  Irondequoit  Bay,  Orange  Stones,  and  Fetar 
Shaeflers.  Determining  upon  a  settlement,  Mr.  Hencher,  with  tb 
help  of  his  son,  went  up  to  Long  Pond,  cut  wild  grass  for  the  stock 
ihey  intended  to  bring  on,  erected  a  hut  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river,  and  returned  to  Big  Flats  ;  carrying  with  them,  however,  a 
sufficient  amount  of  the  fever  and  ague  to  last  them  nearly  thioo^ 
the  winter. 

In  February,  '92,  he  moved  in  by  the  way  of  Seneca  Lake  vii 
Catherine's  Town,  upon  ox-sleds.  At  Irondequoit,  was  the  end  d 
any  road.  Mr.  Hencher  cut  his  road  before  his  teams,  striking  the 
river  above  the  Falls,  and  then  down  on  the  east  side  to  Walker  i 
where  the  family  remained  until  the  last  of  March,  when  they 
crossed  the  river  and  occupied  the  hut  they  had  erected  in  the  fii 
the  roof  of  which  was  dry  wild  grass.  This  was  the  first  hut  ol  a 
white  man  erected  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Ontario,  between  UK 
Genesee  river  and  Fort  Niagara.  The  family  consisted  of  ihf 
father,  mother,  one  son,  and  seven  daughters.  Clearing  a  few  acres 
the  first  season,  and  planting  a  few  acres  that  Walker  had  clearttl. 
they  got  some  summer  crops ;  and  also  erected  a  comfortable  log 
house.  The  place  was  much  frequented  by  emigrants  and  bixit- 
men,  who  came  to  camp  on  shore.    Mr.  Hencher  soon  commenced 
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traflic  with  boatmen,  emi^ants  and  Indians,  to  which  business  he 

soon  added  a  brisk  trade  in  fish.     He  and  his  son,  having  procured 

a  boat,  would  cross  Lake  Ontario  to  the  river  Credit,  and  purchase 

fresh  salmon,  and  sometimes  catch  them  in  the  Oak  Orchard  and 

the  Irondequoit.     These  he  would  carry  back  into  the  settlements, 

and  exchange  for  butter  and  cheese,  which  he  would  market  in 

Canada,  making  large  profits.     Purchasing  six  hundred  acres  of 

land,  he  supported  a  large  family,  and  paid  for  the  land  twice,-  the 

first  title  proving  defective.     The  old  gentleman  died  soon  after  the 

war  of  1812,  his  wife  surviving  until  1843,  when  she  died  at  the 

age  of  93  yeai*s.     The  eWest  daughter  married  Thomas  Lee ;  she 

survives,  and  is  a  resident  at  Pittsford.     Hers  was  the  first  marriage 

that  took  place  upon  the  west  side  of  the  river,  except  that  of  Peter 

ShaefTer.     Another  sister  married  Bartholomew  Maybee,  and  is 

yet  living  in  Ohio ;  another,  Stephen  Luak,  of  Pittsford,  and  is  yet 

living;  another,  Jonathan  Leonard,  of  Parma,  and  is  yet  living; 

another,  Donald  M'Kenzie,  of  Caledonia,  and  is  yet  living.     Two 

others,  Mrs.  Clement,  of  Cleveland,  and  Mrs.  Abel  Rowe,  of  Parma, 

are  dead.    Seven  Pioneer  wives  and  mothers  came  from  under  one 

roof!    Of  the  eight  children,  six  are  living ;  and  yet,  they  have 

passed  through  the  most  rugged  scenes  of  pioneer  life,  and  their 

location  was,  in  early  years,  deemed  the  most  unhealthy  of  all  the 

new  settlements !     The  eldest  is  80,  and  the  youngest  65.     The  old 

gentleman  lived  to  see  all  of  his  children  married  and  settled.     The 

only  son,  William  Hencher,  is  71  years  of  age  ;  resides  in  Andover, 

Allegany  county,  with  faculties  unimpaired,  his  memory  enabling 

him  to  relate  early  events  with  minuteness  and  accuracy. 


REMINISCENCES  OF  WM.  HENCHER,  2d. 


For  two  years  after  we  came  to  tlie  mouth  of  the  Genesee  river,  many  of 
the  Indians  were  ugly,  tlu^atening  and  quarrelsome.  Pending  the  victoiy 
of  Wayne,  my  father  had  made  up  his  mind  to  leave  the  country,  if  tlie  re- 
sult had  been  adverse;  but  his  courage  was  renewed  when  the  Senecas  came 
back  from  the  fight,  tame  and  spiritless,  complaining  of  the  conduct  of  ^^iqjj 
British  allies  in  shutting  themselves  up  in  a  fort,  and  not  comim^  *q  ^Jj^Ji-  ^^^ 
coe,  as  they  had  been  made  to  believe  they  would.  We  *\i  expected  that  if 
Wajme  was  defeated,  the  western  Indians  would  cOme  down  and  aid  the 
Senecas  in  a  war  upon  the  whites  in  this  r^on.  The  mouth  of  the  Genesee 
ftiver,  Braddock's  Bay,  and  Iiondaiuoit  Uay,  were  hunting,  trapping,  and 
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hr^^l  in  tln^  R:iy,  in  ih-'  p'Ti-l,  in  Imn  li'-juoit  I»:iy.  AVo  o.miM  pnvun'  tlicir 
ejT-T*  in  Mny  ili'^iiri^l  »|u:imiiy. 

Ihir  f.irly  rmiio  u{»  ilif  n\«T  w.-uijin  oil  lutli:in  tniil  tliai  Ihmv  ort'  from  the 
rii-  -  :  •  :.\i'il  iKiji  lli'ii.^w.  :inil  ranu-  ujHm  it  :i:r:iin  at  .'s\.ns\iIlo;  and  it 
n;i^  IV  411 '.  \.  .ii^  l-.t".»iv  x\«'  li:i.i  ;iiiv  lliiii^r  but  a  wiVtlV  ivad  thioiii:!i  iho  l»ri»- 
wilt  '  i:v  •  t"  Ik.H';.".;or. 

A  ^••rv  liktly  In-lian  —  Tu-^^Mmn  Cliarl.s  —  an«l  his  Sijuaw.  w.to  ahnrvst 
coiM.iiiii^  i-nt:mii»«'il  at  th»»  mouth  oi  th»»  riwran-l  Hniil(i«<i-k*s  Hav.  Whon 
\V:i!i».  r  u.  Ill  t.»  C':ina  la  in 't>;{,  CharK-s  vont  with  mo  t-^  ilriw  his  callJo. 
On  ^Mlr  r-tain.  iiriivin^'at  a  ranii»ini;  LioiiU'l,  whi-n*  tin*  \ilIairo  i»f  I'arv- 
*ilh',  ^K'n-^^'i*  r»MMitv,  n-'w  is,  wo  t'ounil  rl<*N.-|i]i  Hrant,  wiili  a  \vhit«*  waitor, 
en  his  \^a\  t-*  Can.iil.u  llf  wa**  \\i'll  *lr»-.vMil,  aitiT  thi-  t:i<]iitm  of  white  men; 
but  iK-t.-n-  \^o  ]»ari»il.  ho  rhanjj:«'«l  hi**  iln-o*  entii\*Iy,  puttiiii;  on  au  Imlian 
Jft'^N  aiil  u'' -i^'U^  Cija:h*>ti.»  pain!  liini  liki*  an  IniiiaiM\arii>'r.  Tliis  wiLslH.^- 
for- r*.-!' IiIiil:  l^Ji '^^ap.'l  u  anil  I'ani'ii'il  tliat  hf  jivt't  mvl  apivarinLr  ainonjj^ 
hisowTi  ]•••.»]  1.'  likf  «»n"  of  thi'm. 

Th'*n*  \\a^  a  :;rrat  rJianiTi*  \vh«n  tho  l>riti>li  ix:i\v  up  Os\\t^j«>  ami  Niajj^ara: 
na>i::;4tii'!i  vi'  ilu*  Lakv  wa^  I'iVk:  Mini-vms  an<l  vnii>n-ant'«  on  thoir  wav  to 
NfV»   C'.'i::i.. !:.:»!,  i«tt«u  put  inio  tin*  lUi-uih  nt'  tlif  rivrr. 

\Vf  lia.l  liut  IiTil.»  si.kii.-'*-'  in  iMirtaniilv:  oalli-.!  I>r.  IL»^nhT  on  ono  or  two 
oc^M'Mi'^  H«*  us*'tl  liut  littli'  m«*«lioin«':  ht*  riv.imnirnih'*!  t«»  mv  mothor  the 
ibv  oi"  tiji;  I'Niniit  ot'  hnttvniut  RN»t.  a**  an  onlinarv  oatharti<\  and  she  was 
Well  o'U%ii.'\'«i  •'i'  it>  i-tliaiv. 

P'.:r:n:.'  tli.*  lifXiMUti-Mi,  ImuIit's  Ran^frs  that  di-l  not  ifo  to  Canaila,  were 
!rat;or»-«l  nl'ULj  auiioii;  tln»  Indians,  on  tlii*  Su'*«jUohanna]i  and  Tioj^a  riwrs 
iN.-n*^\a  Ijiko,  and  (it-nt-s^^*  ri\t  r.  To  amM  tlu*  man^h  o{  Sulhvan.  Butler 
and  l»ram  i-anio  tn>in  Tanaihu  Umlor  t«>  in -ail  tho  KanuftTs  :in>l  Hmnt  to 
Lv^i!  :':.<•  In  liau**.  Win-n  ihrv  wi-n*  •!#■!■  at od  and  drix^-n  U't"«»iv  SuUiv^urs 
amiv,  r.raiit  villi  li:<  lihlian  a!li' s  i'«"k  th-' XiaiTara  tnul  li-r  C'ana-la:  an«l 
Butl'.T  ail  I  hi"*  KauL^'-r^  Wfnid'»«n  to  thf  ni.r.th  ff  tin*  <ii»ni.-s<v  riviT,  aftor 
seudini;  Walk'T  a"*  a  rniujiT  to  Xiairani  u*  haw  U»ats  s«'nl  ilown.  ThfV  en- 
t;iiii5v  1.  iiia-i.'  i\si  lihs  i'.»r  li'ar  i:u'  >nit«ki-  would  Intniv  I  hem,  tirt'-l  no  uuns, 
k*"}'*.  i>'^:i:--  a^  |»«'nh;!'1i\  li-arinur  tha!  Suli!\an'>  ^^■"Ul^  wii.il  I  diM'i»>iT  their 
TX'trt  iT.  Th'Ti'WiTf  >.  xiTil  da\«;  d-lav  «»t'  tlic  l«oai<.  and  wiu-n  WalkiT  ar- 
ri\f.l   with  ilu-m,  HuiKt  and  hi^  nu-n  wvre  nearly  tamisluNl  tor  tlie  want  of 

Mr. Hunt,   the   Pioni'or  at  .li»hns«'n\  (.Vvk.  Xiai^ara  nuintv,  wjw  a 

pri-  ii'^r  a:  F-it  Niairani  duriuir  iht^  l>«Tdi'r  Wars.  Walkir  wju*  tlu-n  on  the 
<<h«*r  >iil»',  an-l  i'n**dav  was  >*'ni  hy  C'mI.  Bulh-rover  X**  vnipiire  of  the  ei>m- 
niaii  lin:^  ot  lit  vr  of  tin-  Kort  if  he  ha«l  anv  n»'us.'  **Ti*Il  I'oi.  l^utler,"  said 
li:«-  Iwiti^h  (.ommaudant,  *Mliat  llu-n-  i*  \<u\  new:i;  tlu-  d — d  ri'bels  have 
liirri-  1  ;!;••  .lay,  and  ilure  will  K»  no  j-laiv  left  for  «s  but  Nova  S^vliii,  where 
i:  i*  I'l.hr  riian i*  hot."  * 
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at  Clarence  Hr"ow,  ar.d  another  in  BofTalo.  Ic  tti?  jeir 
wa?  rai^H  for  buiWing  a  bridge  over  the  creek  at  *•  Burem^  Fii 
Iri  an  accour^i  current  bet-,veen  the  to'^-n.  and  Josish  Fl'*-  fz:*?^:?!: 
for  the  vear?  '97.  'S.  '0.  00.  he  is  credited  for  rrK^n-ev  eirifOj*:  e 
"  Brid^re  over  Deep  HoIIo-.v/*  (Rochei?ter)  A475.  In  tLi?  j*-..-  rVs- 
ShaefTer  was  coliect^jr  of  the  to-wrn.  The  ntLTiber  of  z^irz***  -:!•'• 
hi>  tax  roll  was  less  than  150.  and  a  large  naniber  cf  ti>^=  tt- 
•hr-s':  of  r.on-refidents.  .Vthouzh  the  whofe  tax  was  rrrer  S**W 
the  su.ii  r«ri:d  bv  resident  lan-iholders  was  les?  ihac  #1LOO  Ii  ^ 
collection  of  it  Mr.  Shaeffer  found  it  nfiuch  cheafier  to  pcj  Lr«t" 
mar^v  of  the  small  amounts,  than  to  lor»k  ud  thc-se  to  wb 
were  a>>-?*>ed.  scattered  as  thev  were  in  the  forest.  To  re*n 
town  of  Le'.vi??ton.  from  Buffalo,  l.e  had  to  cross  the  Xiiriri  r 
and  ^o  d'-»\^T.  on  the  Canada  side. 

In  ISOl.  $100  were  raised  "for  destrovins  woJvesL  aiii  ^ 
other  contirq-'-nt  charges  of  the  town/'  It  was  v.>t*»i  ta:  :» 
'•woirs  hcr.d  HiUst  have  the  entire  skin  thereon/'  A  rws:»lr^?t  *■ 
j-assed.  that  "from  the  extensive  boundaries  of  the  Xosm,  his 
sarv  it  should  l»e  divided. '" 

A  bailee  ?:!  the  records  of  1*02.  shew  the  prczres?  of  « 
west  v.-  a  r  d  :  al  t  h  .•::  rh  :  he  to  wr.  meet :  r.  zs  were  s:  il^  c  :-r.  t:  - "»:  i:  ti 
house •' :"  Peter  .SK teller,  ar. !  Col.  F:=rj  wr^s cor-tin-e::  r-zz^rr^sr  »• 
path-rrj':=ter?  S^cr^r.  to  oci-u:  v  a  ".vide  rar.re  : — A--r.  R:-t»tbi 
a  i.a*:.-::.-5:er  in  :':,e  :.  -v.'  t  /.v:.  of  Greece:  A=i  U:>v.  z.-iryrrs- 
vi!!e :  Dir/:-!  I3u/'.  a:  Le  Roy  :  Ji^.  M'Xaurr.tor..  Cui-^-c;! 
Ezek:**!  L::.e.  Bu:T/v.  Jf-s^jh  Howeil  ar.-i  I>5-rr.ue!  C.^/te  l"  Xx- 
ara  Fi'N  -:.i  Lew^v-;. :  Richird  M.  Sv-ii/iri  of  Le  R:t  t:^  ^ 
«"»f  th*  c  '.Tin  :?-■■'•' ers  of  hirhways  :  ar.d  I?iac  Su:hTria.r.f  :c  B 
was  a  coristaV.e. 

!:;  1S03.  trie  t'^wr>  -f  Leicester.  Ba*avia,  and  South  !ri:rr::c- 
e rec ! «•■  i  :><:•: r .  Xor* h a rr : -f:''  V  v  ri  re >''■" u t i on  a d '"•r  te-i  a:  a  «-•?-*  3_  — r 
m*»e*:r.::.     Tne  c-ti  !::/?'>.♦::  er*  ar'^-T.te-d  :■:•  nx  the  :-*::r.fi.-»es   r  ■2- 
"^-ur  :  -A-:...  ^v-e  —  E'/ih  K--t.  R.  M  St-iiirr.  S-:.--:  T^«r 
■"h::  Thrrri:*'-. 

T:.-;  :.:-•.  J-  '.-rr/f-!:-?::  :. :"  r  i"  ''.e  r-r  ^n  we<t  r-f  G*^e<ae-7  rL"^-' 
was  !'.  A:: ..  iKr^o  F  r  Ctj.—  Tho-i^  M  -=  hii  T"  t;.- 
F.-.r  :..-::.■  r-^  -f  A^^vt.:  y.  Xi:;.--' /e!  X-rt-:.  r::ii37.  L^r  ::-  ■:\> 
rr.;i\  '2'y  W.  .  ^rn  IJ:l:.  10.  Jr.  Ihij!.  St-.:  r.r:.  Var.  Reiji'Sr^  -_-:**: 
'«i  v..  vs  f  r  G  •  ■  r:..,r.  G  ■'  rze  C:::.:.c  10     For  delrri:r<  :.  r-:2: 
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convention ;  — Moses  Atwater  52,  John  Knox  77,  Israel  Chapin  21, 
Amos  Hall  6.  In  1802,  for  Congress,  Oliver  rheli>s  117,  N.  W. 
HonelllO:  for  members  of  Assembly,  JosejJi  Ellieott  117,  Aug. 
Porter  117,  Daniel  Chapin  121,  Thaddeus  Chapin  5,  Ebenezer  Merry 
2,  PoIIydore  B.  Wisner  12.  This  was  the  last  election  previous  to 
the  erection  of  Genesee  county. 

First  road  recorded  is  from  Braddock's  Bav  to  distillerv  of 
Stephen  Peabody,  on  River,  a  short  distance  below  Mr.  Shaefler's. 
This,  it  is  presumed,  was  w^hat  had  been  called  the  "Williamson 
road,"  —  the  first  avenue  o[X}ned  to  reach  the  Bay  fiom  the  Buffalo 
road.  The  2d :  —  "  From  Landing  j>lace  below  the  Falls,  to  Land- 
bg  place  al)ove  the  Allan  mill."  3d:  —  Across  the  flats  of  the 
River  near  Cuvlerville.  4th:  —  From  "mouth  of  River  to  Canawa- 
gus,  and  from  thence  to  east  bounds  of  Peter  Campbell's  lot,  at  the 
apper  end  of  Scotch  settlement."  In  1802  the  road  was  recorded 
Bnom  Le  Roy  to  Batavia;  from  "Batavia  to  mouth  of  Buffalo  creek 
near  John  Palmer's  house ;"  from  "  Niagara  Falls  to  Lewiston  and 
Fort  Niagara."  In  1797,  there  were  three  path-masters  west  of  Gen- 
esee River:  —  Christopher  Dugan,  Joseph  Morgan,  and  Josiah 
Rsh.  In  1799,  there  were  five  :  —  Jessee  Beach,  Asa  Baker,  Peter 
ShaeflTer,  Elijah  Kent,  Samuel  Hicks.  In  1800,  there  were  seven : — 
Jotham  Curtis,  Garrett  Davis,  Asa  Ransom,  Joshua  Chamberlin, 
Stephen  Peabody,  Timothy  Madden,  Jr.,  Daniel  Curtis.  In  1801, 
eleven  :  —  Nehemiah  Weston,  Simon  King,  Solomon  Blood,  Joseph 
Cumminirs,  Perez  Brown,  John  M'  Vean,  Daniel  Davis,  John  Pal- 
mer, John  M*  Naughton,  Salmon  Scott,  Asa  Ransom. 

Col.  Jo.^iah  Fish,  the  early  Supervisor  of  the  wide  region  of 
Northampton,  was  from  Windham,  Vermont.  Having  in  a  pre- 
vious visit  to  the  country,  purchased  a  farm  at  the  mouth  of  Black 
Creek,  on  the  Genesee  river,  in  1795,  with  his  son  Libbeus,  he  came 
on  to  commence  uix)n  it.  Hiring  his  team  work  of  Mr.  ShaefTer, 
he  broke  up  a  few  acres  of  the  open  flats,  planted  it,  put  up  a  log 
hut  which  he  got  the  Indians  to  cover  with  bark ;  after  which,  the 
father  and  son  went  down  to  board  with  Sj>rague,  who  was  then  in 
charjre  of  the  Allan  mill,  at  the  Falls ;  "  and  pretty  hard  board  it 
was,"  savs  the  son :  —  **  We  had  raccoon  for  breakfast,  dinner  and 
supper,  with  no  vegetables;  and  upon  extra  occasions,  we  had 
cakes  fried  in  racccnm  oil."  This,  with  the  fever  and  ague  added, 
was  a  specimen  of  pioneer  life  in  what  is  now  Rochester.     Taking 
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the  son  up  to  Mr.  Berry's  at  Canawaogus,  where  be  had  a  v^ 
sickcess.  'he  father  returned  to  Vermont  for  the  faziilT  .  ka 
AirlL  th»f  whole  were  in  their  new  solitary  home  at  Blsci  C' 
livln-^  ".v!th>:»ut  door?,  floor,  window  or  chimnev.  Over  ir^J  '.•" 
fari:i:y  '.v-tre  s<:on  prostrated  by  disease,  which  contiriU-e'd  -•■:  z 
er  '  art  •■•'  the  season.  In  November,  Mr.  Williamson  hiv.:^- 
Coi.  F.ih  to  take  charire  of  the  Allan  mill,  the  famllv  m.-vri 
to  'yh-i  Fall?,  and  occupied  a  board  shantee  for  cookinz.  >^*; 
roocTiS  partitioned  off  in  the  mill,  where  was  not  even  :rf^ 
of  2:3Ss  windows.  In  this  wav  thev  wintered  and  n...^ 
The  next  fall,  they  put  up  a  three  walled  lo^  house,  agaii.*:  i 
of  rocks  on  the  river  bank,  the  site  being  that  now  occui)r:  : 
old  red  mi.l.  near  Child's  basin  ;  the  ledire  of  rocks  servlij  :'. 
wall  of  the  house  ;  a  fire  place  and  chimney  beinff  evcavat^: 
rock.  They  found  for  their  neighbors,  Messrs.  Hencber  ii; 
mer,  at  the  m3uth  of  the  river ;  anJ  s-xjn  after  they  hid  io:^: 
the  Falls,  they  were  much  gratified  in  the  accession  of  s  »::jt 
neighbors — the  Atchinsons  —  at  Braddock's  Bay.  In  ITirsk 
Fish,  being  a  magistrate  for  Ontario  county,  held  a  coun  &i  1 
ton  for  the  trial  of  a  person  who  had  sold  liquor  to  the  s*:*^ 
Fort  Xia;r:ira.  He  remained  in  charge  of  the  mill  untii  1SC4. 
he  moved  back  to  his  farm.  In  1807,  he  ^Ad  his  far::;.  :ilz  z 
upon  '.he  Ridge,  near  Parma,  where  he  died  in  ISll.  L: 
Fish,  formerly  of  Batavia,  now  residin::  at  J^-cksi^n,  M.::i 
John  P..  Chicago,  are  his  sons. 

The  Atchinson  family  were  from  Tolland  counlv.  Corn..  I: 
sisted  of  Bezaleel  Atchinson,  his  brothers,  Asa,  Jacoi.  S-i  • 
Stephen  and  John,  his  two  sons,  and  two  dau::h:ers.  Sv. 
Atchinson  surveyed  the  town  of  Naples  for  Pheljrs  i:  Gon^LZi 
1794,  they  purchased  lands  there,  some  of  the  brothers  r^z. 
and  mad?  improvements,  and  in  1790  were  j'-ined  bv  Bezi-c^ 
his  family,  who  remained  there  but  a  short  time,  and  in  Mar: 
that  vear.  went  to  Braddock's  Biiv,  two br«jthers  accom ::•&:.-.. r 
Although  all  the  Atchins^^n  brothers,  six  in  nunriber.  were  ; 
Bav  as  earlv  as  1802,  Bezaleel  with  his  familv.  and  tw-.  rrc 
Stephen  and  John,  were  the  Pioneers.  Mr.  Williams-  'C  h-v:: 
opened  the  town  of  Parma  for  sale,  held  out  scribe  iij-iucrr. «:: 
them  to  commence  the  settlement  at  the  Biv.  Thev  car:,-  ::.  ' 
way  of  Canawagus,  crossing  the  river  on  the  ice,  and  t-n  aj: 
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at  the  Allan  mill,  found  a  hunter  by  the  name  of  Parks,  a  wanderer, 
with  his  dog,  gun,  and  blanket  —  the  Leather  Stocking  of  the  Gen- 
esee valley  —  who  they  hired  as  a  pilot, —  not  having  even  the  bene- 
fit of  marked  trees  after  they  left  the  river.  They  were  three  days 
making  the  journey  from  where  Rochester  now  is,  to  Braddock's 
Bay,  making  their  own  road  as  they  went  along.  With  the  boards 
from  their  sled,  and  some  blankets,  they  made  a  shelter,  in  which 
they  lived  six  weeks ;  in  which  time  they  built  a  log  house  without 
nails,  boards  or  glass.  Starting  from  Naples  with  four  oxen  they 
lost  one  on  the  road,  and  two,  soon  after  they  arrived  at  the  Bay, 
leaving  them  but  one  ox  for  their  team  work ;  but  with  this  one  ox, 
they  logged  eight  acres  and  prepared  it  for  summer  crops.  They 
used  him  with  a  crooked  yoke  and  traces. 

Michael  Beach,  had  the  summer  previous,  come  in  and  made  a 
small  improvement,  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Judge  Castle. 
Within  one,  two  and  three  years,  the  Atchinsons  were  joined  in 
their  new  settlertient  by  George  Goodhue,  Silas  Leonard,  Timothy 
Madden  and  their  families.  Leonard  was  from  Stockbridge,  Mass- 
achusetts; there  came  in  with  him  his  sons  Jonathan  and  Silas. 
The  next  year  after  they  emigrated,  the  father  went  to  the  salt 
works  at  Onondaga  to  chop  cord  wood,  and  was  killed  by  the  fall- 
ing of  a  limb  of  a  tree.  Capt.  Jonathan  Leonard,  upon  whom  the 
care  of  the  family  devolved,  who  married  a  daughter  of  Wm.  Hench- 
er,  is  yet  living  at  the  Bay.  He  says :  —  "  We  suffered  much  from 
sickness.  After  being  in  three  years  we  lost  all  our  household  ef- 
fects by  fire ;  we  could  raise  no  money  for  anything  except  cattle, 
with  which  we  paid  for  our  land ;  with  a  crop  of  three  hundred 
bushels  of  wheat,  we  could  not  raise  one  shilling  in  money.  We 
experienced  the  utmost  kindness  from  Mr.  Williamson,  and  his  suc- 
cessors." Silas  Madden,  of  Parma,  is  a  son  of  the  early  Pioneer ; 
another  son,  Alpheus,  sickened  upon  the  frontier  in  the  war  of  1812, 
and  died  soon  after  reaching  home. 

Roswell  Atchinson,  Esq.,  of  Parma,  is  a  surviving  son  of  the 
early  Pioneer,  Bezaleel  Atchinson.  He  says ; —  "  I  have  heard  my 
mother  say  that  she  lived  eight  months  without  seeing  a  white 
woman.  The  Indians  often  come  to  the  Bay  to  hunt,  trap,  and  pick 
cranberries.  Salmon  were  abundant  in  Salmon  creek ;  I  have 
known  my  father  to  take  three  barrels  in  a  short  time.  We  had  for 
neighbors,  the  first  winter,  a  colony  of  beavers.    Their  dam  was  on 
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Salmon  creek ;  we  did  not  molest  them ;  used  to  often  see  in 
work  ;  thought  we  would  protect  them,  and  let  them  brwii  i 
colony  ;  hut  the  spring  freshet  came,  swept  away  their  darn. 
went  into  the  Bay  where  they  were  caught  by  a  trapf«r.  1 
were  all  the  beavers  we  saw ;  their  dams  on  all  the  sma^l  ^ 
however,  looked  as  if  they  had  not  been  long  deserted."  **  W 
no  schools  until  we  had  been  in  eight  years ;  we  then  bujh 
school  house,  in  which  Alpheus  Madden  taught  for  two  m 
when  the  house  burned  down.  I  went  to  Victor,  the  nearest  s 
Two  Methodist  circuit  preachers  —  Messrs.  Hill  and  Woc#i 
found  our  new  settlement  after  many  years ;  not  until  settj 
had  commenced  upon  the  Ridge.  They  would  preach  at  the 
of  some  new  settler ;  and  it  was  not  uncommon  for  womec 
on  foot  five  or  six  miles  to  hear  them." 

The  surviving  sons  of  Bezaleel  Atchinson,  are:  —  Rosw 
Parma,  Austin,  of  Greece,  Fuller,  a  Methodist  clergrman  at  lb 
Daughters:  —  Mrs.  Willard  Cranson,  and  Mrs.  Buel,  of  Mic 
Mrs.  Samuel  Wyman,  of  Parma,  and  Mrs.  Sylvanus  Willey, « 
den.  The  father  died  in  1828,  aged  66  years.  The  brotiifi 
came  into  the  country  with  him :  —  Sylvester,  resides  in  Oi 
county,  Michigan ;  Stephen  died  a  few  years  since  in  Il!ino'j 
George  Patterson  of  Parma,  is  his  daughter ;  John  resides  in  I 
over  80  years  of  age;  —  he  commanded  a  volunteer  corps  i 
war  of  1812,  serving  upon  the  frontier,  and  at  the  moutr* 
Genesee  river.  Asa,  resides  in  Coldwater,  Michirran.  and  Ji 
Illinois ;  making  four  of  the  six  brothers,  who  came  to  the  G 
country  in  1794,  still  alive ;  an  instance  of  longevity,  that  h 
parallels.  Jacob  Atchinson  buried  a  wife  and  nine  children, 
leaving  Parma,  and  has  now  a  second  wife,  and  a  large  fami]^ 

In  1790,  Phelps  and  Gorham  sold  to  a  company  of  men  in  S 
field  and  Northampton,  Mass.,  20,000  acres  of  T.  7,  1,  short 
upon  the  "  Mill  Tract."  This  embraced  all  of  the  present 
the  city  of  Rochester,  west  of  the  river.*  Amoni:  the  pure 
were  Quartos  Pomeroy,  Justin  Ely,  Ebenezer  Hunt  an 
Breck.  By  re-sales,  previous  to  1796,  Augustus  and  Peter  I 
ter,  Zadock  Granger  and  Gideon  King,  had  become  part  o 


•  Tbere  wt»  excepted  in  the  deed  of  conreTJUice,  tte  "One  H-cl-wd  S<t 
or  *  AUftn  Mill  Tnct,"  whkh  had  preriooslr  becc  gnmttd  to  Eb^nexer 
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The  tract  was  surveyed  in  1790,  by  Frederick  Saxton,  and  sub- 
divided in  '97,  by  Aug.  Porter. 

In  the  winter  of  1796,  '7,  the  settlement  of  the  tract  commenced, 
by  the  advent  of  four  families :  —  Eli  Granger,  Thomas  King,  Si- 
mon King,  and  Elijah  Kent.  They  came  in  via  Canawaugus,^and 
down  the  river,  locating  a  short  distance  above  what  was  afterwards 
King's,  now  Handford's  Landing.  They  had  no  shelter  but  their 
covered  sleighs,  until  they  erected  log  huts.  The  next  year  they 
were  joined  by  Bradford  and  Moses  King,  Dr.  Stone  and Gra- 
ham ;  and  in  1798,  four  brothers,  Ebenezer,  Daniel,  Abel  and  Asa 
Rowe,  settled  in  the  neighborhood.  These  new  settlers  began  to 
make  farms,  but  encountered  sickness  and  death  enough  to  have  dis- 
couraged the  less  resolute.  Several  of  the  heads  of  families  died 
in  the  first  few  years. 

Asa  Rowe  died  soon  after  coming  in,  as  did Graham,  and 

the  father  of  the  brothers  Kings,  and  Elijah  Kent.  When  Mr. 
Rowe  died,  the  other  brothers  were  sick  and  unable  to  go  for-  help 
to  lay  him  out  and  bury  him,  until  he  had  lain  24  hours.  Recover- 
ing from  their  sickness,  the  surviving  brothers  left  the  country,  and 
returned  to  Oneida  county.  In  a  few  years  however,  Daniel  and 
Abel  returned,  bringing  with  them  another  brother,  Frederick,  and 
settled  on  the  Ridge  Road. 

The  first  boards  that  the  new  settlers  obtained,  was  by  repairing 
the  old  Allan  saw  mill  at  the  Falls,  and  in  a  few  years  Nathaniel 
Jones,  built  a  rude  saw  mill  on  the  small  stream,  that  puts  in  near 
Hanford's  Landing. 

Dr.  Zacheus  Colby,  and  Dr.  Sylvester  Atchinson,  were  early 
physicians,  practicing  in  the  Kings*  settlement. 

In  1799,  Eli  Granger  and  Abner  Migells,  built  a  schooner  at 
King's  Landing,  the  first  merchant  vessel  built  by  Americans  on 
Lake  Ontario,  and  none  had  been  previously  built  by  Americans  on 
the  Upper  Lakes. 


Township  13,  range  7,  was  the  fifth  sale  made  by  Phelps  &  Gor- 
ham.  In  Mr.  Phelp's  memorandum,  it  is  entered  as  sold  to  "  Gen. 
Hyde  and  others."  The  associates  of  Gen.  Hyde,  who  was  a  resi- 
dent  of  Lenox,  Mass.,  were  his  townsmen.  Prosper  Polly,  Enos 
Stonr,  Job  Gilbert,  Joseph  Chaplin,  and  it  i§  presumed,  John  Lusk, 
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of  the  River,  was  still  in  the  British  and  Indian  interests  —  made 
frequt'nt  visits  to  Niagara;  and  returning  would  alarm  the  few 
lettlers  in  the  backwoods  by  representing  that  they  were  to  be 
attacked  by  the  Indians.  He  was  not  pleased  with  his  new  neigh- 
bors ;  and  when  they  crowded  upon  him,  he  sought  more  congenial 
aspociations,  in  Canada.* 

Mr.  Lusk  died  in  1814,  aged  06  years.  Besides  the  present 
Stephen  Lusk,  his  sons  were  Erastus,  Norman»  John  and  Aaron. 
Stephen  Lusk.  whose  wife  as  will  have  been  observed,  is  the  daughter 
of  Willinm  Hencher.  is  76  years  of  age.  Heman  and  Dennis  Lusk 
of  Piitsfoni,  Henry  Lusk  of  Laporte.  Indiana,  are  his  sons;  Mrs. 
Thomas  Wilcox  of  Mendon,  is  his  daughter. 

Oranije  Stone,  a  son  of  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  the 
township,  with  his  family,  Joel  Scuvlder  and  family,  and  Chauncey 
and  Calvin  Hyde,  followed  Mr.  Lusk  in  a  few  weeks ;  and  about 
the  same  time  Timothy  Allyn,  came  on  and  occupied  abne,  a  log 
eabin  he  erected  on  a  tract  of  500  acres  on  the  stream  that  took  his 
name,  near  the  termination  of  the  Brighton  plank  road.  Spending  a 
Rimmer  in  the  wilderness  he  got  discouraged,  sold  out  and  went  to 
Geneva,  where  he  was  a  prominent  and  useful  citizen  in  early  years. 
He  h:ui  borne  the  commission  of  Captain  in  the  war  of  ihe  Revolution. 
He  finallv  returned  to  Massachusetts,  where  he  died  at  the  advanced 
ige  of  90  years.  He  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  Robert  Allyn,  who 
with  Robert  Winihrop  and  James  Avery,  was  a  pioneer  emigrant 
U  New  London,  Conn.;  F.  U.  Sheffield,  of  Palmyra,  is  a  nephew  of 
the  earlv  Pioneer  of  the  Genesee  countrv. 

m  m 

Oraniie  Stone  located  on  the  now  Pittsford  road,  a  little  east  of 
Brighton  village,  near  the  **  rock  and  tree."  Messrs.  Bacon,  Adams, 
Ukd  Fellows,  of  Bloomfield,  Enos  Stone,  Stephen  Lusk  and  others, 
irho  had  emigrated,  or  intended  to  do  so,  in  1790,  clubbed  tc^ther, 
Bud  started  for  the  new  region  a  drove  of  oxen,  cows,  and  hogs. 
Edos  Stone,  Jr.  the  son  of  one  of  the  proprietors  named  above, 
Stephen  Lusk.  Jacob  Lobdell,  one  of  the  Adams,  were  of  the  drivers. 
After  leaving  Utica,  they  travelled  about  25  miles  per  day,  camping 


*  f  le  «1iil  iiiYt  loave  hi^wovcr  until  he  liad  hail  prettv  distinct  intiniatioa«  that  liia 
lx«i>:-*  >'t'  I'Xploiu  ilk  the  U'nlt'rvan*— of  murder  and  rapine— would  nitt  W  tol«'nit«*«L 
Hf  «•!-  •'it  (.aiiauJai^iH.  ami  in  xUv  htNL-iiii:  of  Horatio  Jouva  wsa  booAtint:  of  hi8  ox- 
phtiT'i  vkvh  Indian  allii-.  wIhmi  Mr.  Joni*s  (Hvomini;  exaiawrated  attacked  him  with 
•a  ajL>\  wiiundiil  him.  and  wouhl  have  tak«o  hid  lite  if  hit  Uowa  had  iM>tbe«n  arrebted 
bj  othvnk    Ue  8ix»n  after  irent  to  Canada. 
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each  ni^ht :  arriving  at  Cayuga  Lake  they  crossed  their  r.'x'i  2 
two  Durham  Boat^  —  the  work  of  crossing  consiuning  iooi  aji 
The  provisions  of  the  party  failed  them,  and  they  were  frocL  Tis 
day  morning  until  Sunday  night  without  food.  Arriving  at  GeiieTi 
nearly  famished,  their  wants  were  supplied. 

Unless  this  party  had  been  preceded  a  few  days  by  the  Wa» 
worths,  their  stock  was  the  first  brought  west  of  the  Seneca  Life 
They  had  among  the  rest,  a  few  sheep  that  went  to  BloomSeil  k 
addition  tOfOrange  Stone,  Chauncey  Hyde,  a  son  of  another  01  ik 
proprietors  came  on  in  1790,  locating  upon  the  farm  now 
by  Col.  Gould.  He  remained  but  one  season ;  sickness 
him.  He  went  upon  some  lands  of  his  father,  in  Broome  ooofr 
The  elder  Enos  Stone  did  not  emigrate  to  Brighton  ontil  1§1& 
where  he  ^ied  a  few  months  after  his  arrival.  Orange  Stooe.  «fe 
for  many  years  occupied  one  of  the  western  outposts  of  civiliziaol 
keeping  almost  from  his  first  arrival,  a  house  of  entertainmal;! 
home  for  the  young  men  who  were  settling  about  him,  and  a  fli^ 
ping  place  for  the  occasional  hunter,  Indian  trader,  and  trsretB 
died  in  1B42,  aged  73  years.  His  eldest  son.  Orange,  w*as  dnmi 
at  Conneaut,  Ohio,  by  stepping  from  the  plank  of  a  steamboat  is ir 
night.  The  only  survivina  son,  Enos  Stone,  is  now  in  Califorak 
several  diiui'hters  reside  in  Michigan. 

Col.  Enos  Stone  continued  to  reside  in  Lenox,  making  fiwjnrei 
visits  to  tlie  new  purchase,  and  residing  occasionally  with  ha  fea- 
ther, OranLTC,  until  ISIO,  when  he  became  a  pioneer  settler  01  tae 
citv  of  Rochester,  his  oricrinal  farm  embracing:  all  of  the  most  deaeff 
populated  portion  of  the  city  east  of  tlie  river.  He  still  snrviitt 
at  the  ape  of  7G  vears.  His  wife,  who  was  the  daughter  of  BmC 
Stoddard,  of  Litchfield,  Conn.,  died  in  1S50,  aced  73  veare.  Jiaw 
S.  Stone,  (born  in  May,  1810,  the  first  bora  on  the  site  of  the  ctn 
of  Rochester,)  of  Greece,  is  the  only  survivor  of  five  sons :  Mr? 
TVm.  C.  Storrs,  of  Rochester,  and  Mrs.  Gcoree  Wales,  are  sc 
viving  daut^hters ;  and  a  third,  unmarried  daughter,  resides  with  be 
father.  With  a  memory  of  early  events  unimpaired.  Col.  St«x:e  b? 
turnished  the  author  with  many  interesting  reminiscences,  liie  ear- 
liest of  whicli.  are  inserted  here,  and  the  later  ones  reserve  :<s 
that  portion  of  the  work,  having  more  especial  reference  to  il>xrx 
count  V. 
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REMINISOBNCES  OF  EN08  STONE. 


In  an  early  year,  I  was  stopping  with  my  brother  Orange.  Chaunoey 
Hyde  and  myself  were  out  hunting  cattle.  We  saw  a  smoke  rising  at  the 
Irondequoit  Landing,  and  went  down  to  it  We  found  that  it  proceeded  from 
an  Indian  camp;  as  we  approached  it,  two  Indians  rose  up  from  a  couch,  one 
of  which,  especially,  attracted  our  attention.  His  camp  equippago  we  thought 
rather  extraordinaiy  for  an  Indian ;  he  was  well  dressed  —  partly  as  a  white 
man,  and  partly  as  an  Indian;  bid  us  good  morning  with  great  civility,  and 
displaying  a  gold  watch  and  trimmings,  observed  that  being  wearied  he  had 
over  slept  He  soon  announced  hiimelf  as  Joseph  Brant,  on  his  way  from 
Burlington  Bay  to  Canandaigua.  Having  arrived  in  a  boat  he  had  sent  In- 
dian runners  to  Canandaigua  for  horses,  and  was  awaiting  their  return.  He 
accepted  our  invitation  and  came  up  with  us  to  my  brother's  house.  His 
fiuniliar  conversation,  and  gentlemanly  manners,  soon  cominced  us  that  he 
was  not  the  savage  we  had  conceived  him  to  be,  from  accounts  we  had  heard 
and  read  of  him,  in  connection  with  the  Border  Wars.     He  quieted  our  ap- 

C^iensions  of  any  farther  Indian  troubles,  by  assuring  us,  that  as  the  Senecas 
sold  their  lands  to  the  whites,  the  bargain  should  be  carried  out  in  good 
fidth,  and  the  new  settlements  should  not  be  molested.  He  manifested  much 
interest  in  all  that  was  going  on  in  this  region,  and  inquired  when  new  settle- 
ments were  commencing.  The  visit  gave  us  great  pleasure,  and  quieted  our 
feai&  In  person,  Joseph  Brant  bore  a  close  resemblance  to  Gen.  Brady,  of 
the  U.  S.  army. 

I  knew  an  early  settler  of  Irondequoit,  who  used  to  kill,  dress,  and  eat 
akunks  ;  he  said  their  meat  was  fine  flavored,  free  from  any  offensive  odor.* 

The  principal  colony  of  the  rattle  snakes,  was  in  bank  of  river,  below  the 
liower  Falls,  at  a  place  we  used  to  call  **  Rattle  Snake  Point;''  and  there  was 
also  a  large  colony  at  ^IWs  creek,  near  the  end  of  the  Brighton  plank  road. 
I  think  they  grow  blind  about  the  time  of  returning  to  their  dens,  in  August 
and  September.  I  have  killed  them  on  their  return,  with  films  on  their  eyes. 
Their  oil  was  held  in  great  estimation  by  the  early  settlers.  Zebulon  Norton, 
of  Norton's  mills,  was  a  kind  of  backwoods'  doctor,  and  often  came  to  this 
r^on  for  the  oil  and  the  gall  of  the  rattle-snake.  The  oil  was  used  for  stiff 
jomts  and  bruises;  the  gsil  for  fevens,  in  Uie  form  of  a  pill,  made  up  with 
diaUc 

Fish  were  abundant,  and  a  great  help  to  the  early  settlers.  A  structure 
similar  to  an  eel  wire  was  placed  in  the  Irondequoit,  below  the  Falls.  The 
rack  was  made  of  tamarack  poles.  I  have  known  ten  barrel  of  fine  fiit 
aafanon  taken  there  in  one  night  The  river  afforded  a  plenty  of  black  and 
striped  boss,  and  the  Bay  pickerel  and  pike.  I  never  knew  of  the  salmon 
ascending  the  Oenesee  river,  but  one  season.  Allan's  creek  in  Brighton, 
afforded  abundance  of  trout  The  geese  and  ducks  were  so  plenty  in  Brad- 
dock's  Bay,  that  bushels  of  their  ^gs  oould  sometimes  be  picked  up  in  the 
marshes. 


'Some  of  ths  early  forTeyon  of  WisooiiBn  oonfirm  this  good  opinion  of  the  fleih 
•C  the  skunk. 
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•_-    ■  '-r  -ftTv  "-ITS.  I  'tiTT-i-il  •«<-mi*  'jfrain  to  the  ADan  "^'"^  *!•  5 

_■    ■^. »      •  ••.%    -  .'iitT  L*rin;^-  in«l  hikl  tin  i^nudn  over  ai^fLL     A^c  n 

-.-r.    .A  -■.  rt*r    r  -zw  'ixiu     7    lakr:  A  t«-ai«t,  L«?  ha«l  s»rn:  lL-i:.*iL-  .r^  i 

■  '..wN  .     -.-  *•:  ::■•_?'  't.-jz  Li^i  r  lt  '*'"'1.  ;ui»l  h»:  fumL"Lr»i  lir  *-.-f 

.  v;-  '»vi^  "tiaiiv  L:i<:.jc»  ■•  u-i*Tt-ti.      It  wau  a  hiij^L  dn2«s.  aa«i  lar  .:..-?  : 

-jt^  :  •  .4  ^vuciu  wiiepf  :fc  "^li^jiw  ;tn  1  a  whit«i  wii^  awiut#^l  hk  ii-^m-n^ 

!  !ir  -ii.'sP*  lUai  w«i  bn.'ii-fht  hrPi  m  17£m.»  *triv»*«l  oi  an*!  ihrv  «&•!  :i-i.-"*w 
jriii  --.xiuin:?  w:M,  w.-  L*i  to  eit?irr  4h'»»t  or  hunt  thi^m  with  •:  -j-.  7» 
'».iai>  .iiui  Old  r^^ws  Iiuv**  l>:»rii  fl*^n  ■•ftr'n,  vT«:t«>r5  in  a  d'^nflji.-t  with  L-^l**.  1 
.'.'uj  «^n»  lAUirbt  and  p«nn»^i.  He  ivfuar^i  f<"~«l.  and  woiii'l  n<x  tan>^.  'ST^s 
'.i^9vii!^appn*uL-liif«i  tht?  [:<*;n.  he  would  fn>th  at  the  mouth;  o^i^a^^jcaL"  4:^ 
..4»  .oii|j[  iUftU«s»  into  ihe  I>>gs  i^t'  hia  pen,  tearing  out  and  champing  iLe  i^t 
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He  ^»  a  native  of  Orwell,  Vermont.  In  March,  1796.  when  it 
■.v»>  19  years  old  he  left  home  in  company  with  Saomel  S^^fori 
juiu  c  jine  on  foot  to  the  (renesee  countr}',  first  stopping  a  short  tiiK 
ai  Juudthan  Smith's  in  Farminqton,  where  they  hired  oat  to  fiab 
vdp  iroughs.  Going  to  Irondequoit  Landing,  he  found  the  fxh 
wupaiit  there,  Asa  Dunbar,  a  malatto,  with  a  family.  Rj^rrr.  -m-^ 
.41  iMi*  LuMiiiri:;  about  six  weeks,  a  lar^e  cornpanv.  consisiir^j ':-•' 'jy 
;»Mipucton!j  of  the  then  newly  purchased  Connecticut  land?  :iC»l-;. 
lik-u  Mirvt'vors,  and  two  families,  in  five  Iwat.-".  came  up  the  Ia^* 
^M  '.heir  way  to  commence  surrey  and  settlement.  In  pmr^Uii.:^  /. 
.k  |»it:vious  agreement,  the  young  men,  Culver  anil  Spafford.  j.-.ac 
ihc  «^\|K'dition.  Landiniz  at  Quecnston,  takins  their  batteatii  r-vr 
ihc  jK>rt:ii^\  the  expedition  went  up  Niagara  River  and  c»^a5!ei  2-:c: 
like  Mmlh  shore  ot'  Lake  Erie,  finding  no  white  inhabitant  ;x:\r:  Utfj 
leit  ihc  mouth  of  Buffalo  creek  —  where  there  was  c»ne  s-xu."^ 
Icuiidv  until  ihev  reached  Erie,  where  thev  found  Col.  Seth  R<ri 
-lluuu,  who  hud  his  family  with  him,  stopped  at  Conneaui  ":«• 
I  tuning  the  first  settlers  there.  Proceeding  to  the  iii«>uih  «.:'  '^ 
I'u  V  alii^.a,  the  party  landed,  on  the  site  of  the  present  city  of  CJ^v^ 
iiuiil,  -iiid  erected  a  loir  dwelling  houise  and  store  house.  Stiie*.  "C'f 
111  tlir  pa'ly  who  had  taken  his  wife  along,  built  for  hinriself  a  Ixse 
uhI  Im  .  .utic  ilir  Pioneer  settler  at  that  point.* 

■   i  4.. It  III  111*  >NiMi  ihi*  rj«rxt  wmtifr  wai»  the  tirviborii  of  white  i<UT"r.rji.  «■-  i'im  .'-r 
M  * » •      .MI4.  ^1  ilM  Mi  Lbc  y^nud  uf  partuiitiua  bad  Done  otlgu  oi  Ler  tez  ibai  sis^^ 
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The  p:irty  all  returned  to  New  England  in  the  fall.  In  the  follow- 
ing spring.  Messrs.  Culver  and  SpaflTord  came  on  atrain  to  Ironde- 
quoit,  hunted,  trapped,  lioughl  turs,  until  the  surveyors  again  arrived* 
and  they  again  embarked  in  their  service.  The  principal  of  the 
party  on  this  second  exjiedition,  was  Seth  Pease,  a  brother-in-law 
of  Gideon  Granger.  The  expedition  consisted  of  about  l>0  persons. 
In  the  summer —  1797  —  they  cleared  and  planted  six  acres,  which 
are  ni»w  in  the  centre  of  the  city  of  Cleveland.  In  I79S,  Mr. 
Culver  was  in  the  employ  of  the  contractors  who  had  taken  the  job 
of  the  Xew  Connecticut  company  to  cut  out  the  road  from  the  Penn- 
.«yivania  line,  across  their  purchase.  Remaining  the  next  year  in 
Vermont,  in  1800  Mr.  Culver  came  out  and  purchased  the  farm 
where  he  now  resides ;  making  his  home  at  Major  Orange  Stone's, 
and  going  to  his  place  through  the  woods  by  marked  trees,  he  cleared 
seven  acres  and  sowed  it  to  wheat  the  first  season ;  realizing  a 
good  crop.  Fearing  a  defective  title,  he  abandoned  his  fami.  and 
was  employed  by  Augustus  Griswold  for  the  next  three  years,  at 
Irondeiiuoit  Landing,  in  superintending  an  Ashery,  the  first  estab- 
lished in  all  this  region.  It  worked  up  the  ashes  and  black  salts  of 
the  new  settlers  for  a  great  distance  around  it ;  shipping  at  the 
early  period,  in  1803,  108  barrels  of  pearl  ash  to  ^lontreal.  Ashes 
being  a  shilling  |ier  bushel,  enabled  the  settlers,  generally  destitute 
of  money,  to  get  some  store  trade.  In  1804,  obtaining  a  small  stock 
of  goixis  at  the  east,  by  purchase,  and  a  much  larger  stock  of  Tryon 
and  Adams,  at  Irondequoit  upon  commission,  Mr.  Culver  went  to 
Cleveland  and  o}^ned  a  store,  principally  for  Indian  trade,  where 
he  had  l>een  preceded  only  by  one  trader,  with  a  small  stock.  He 
bought  furs  of  the  Indians,  and  opening  a  barter  trade  with  the 
settlements  in  Pennsylvania,  his  customers  brought  him  upon  {>ack 
horses,  whiskey  and  cider  brandy,  in  kegs,  butter,  cheese  and  honey - 
He  sold  them  salt  at  $3,00  per  bushel.  Extending  a  barter  trade  to 
Detroit,  he  obtained  there,  apples  and  white  fish.  Disposing  of  his 
^roods,  he  returned,  had  title  to  his  farm  made  good,  married  the 
daughter  of  John  Ray  of  Pittsford,  and  became  a  permanent  resi- 
dent of  Brighton,  as  early  as  1805. 

In  1811,  Mr.  Culver  built  the  schooner  Clarissa,  on  the  Roswell 
Hart  farm  in  Brighton,  and  drew  it  to  the  Bay,  with  twenty  six 
yoke  of  oxen  ;  and  after  that  he  built  three  other  schooners,  and  put 
them  upon  the  Lake.    He  was  one  of  the  contractors  for  building 
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the  comtnaed  locks  at  Lockport,  on  the  atipnal 
the  canal.    In  1822,  he  buih  at  Brighton,  a  packet 
boat  built  as  br  west  as  there,  and  the  fourth  packet  d 
the  canaL    These  are  bat  a  part  of  the  enterprises  id 
and  Qsefbl  life.    He  is  now  72  jean  old,  moring 
mtending  a  large  estate,  neither  his  physical  or  na 
but  little  impaired.    He  has  boned  two  sons ;  bis 
Mrs.  L.  D.  Ely  of  Brighton. 


RBMDnSCE5CE3  OF  OUTER  CULTDL 


Oa  the  fhore  of  I^e  OnCario,  on  a  hi^  bluff 
l7iM,  the  bank  caved  <4  ^>nd  mitonibed  a  large  ^uaaaay  of 
of  a  large  sze.     The  arm  and  kg  bonei^  apoQ 
larver  thanthcceof  our  own  race. 

Li  1797  I  trapped  two  joung  bearei;  at  Bradi 
Bij.     I  flaw  one  of  their  lodgea.     It  was  about  the 
eoek;  carried  up  with  brush,  as  agraond  work,  eoreaed  wi 
tered  with  ckr.     I  have  seen  the  fltomps  of  trees  ther  had  _ 
measored  cue  f^xft  acrrjs&.     Tbej  sckct  the  sta  of  their  dams 
like  hoinaii  int/rllii^riKip^ 

At  one  |:«erkjii  prvttr  iDudi  sD  the  Lake  bnsDev  of  this  reeioa. 
acted  at  Ir>Dd€!>quoit  Lsoi'lmz.     TIk:  fir4  floor  wa§  ihippieid  iL^  ^ 
McntreaL      It  wag  not  until  a]c>iig  alxmt  1S13.  that  we  abaaricjwid  atfl 
that  it  W'jqM  be  th^  great  omniefxnaJ  point  «f  thi«  rbf>:<L 

In  1 S05.  '6,  iDTfielfl  Orange  Stoo'^  Georg<e  Dailer.  Samuel  SftArL  s 
IGles  NortLuji.  wnh  the  help  of  $50  ai'propriat£»i  irom  tbe  ic^wx  «f 

at  out  the  rvjad.  two  rods  wide,  fipom  Orange  Slooe*t  Uj  tbt  zrw.  iiv 


When  I  ^TBi  came  to  Irondequoit  id  excavatiiis  the  earth  to  bsdid  a  a 
hoQse.  we  fcnnd  a  large  quantitj  of  lead  baQs  and  flints.  Oa  a  kmoL  as 
bank  of  the  crack,  there  were  the  renuuu  of  a  batterr.* 

In  1802  there  was  no  scbocJ  nearer  than  Pinsfofd.      We  daibbsd 
gether,  Unh  a  k^e  «cb<xJ  boo&e.  axvl  hired  a  joong  man  hy  the  . 
Turner,  who  was  ckrk  in  Tnron  k  Adams'  store,  to  open  a  schooL     I 
to  go  U»  sehool  an-i  for  my  part,  1  got  logs  u>  a  saw  miD,  and  fttn 
loof  boards.     Our  first  jAVrician  wi*  John  Ray,  of  PittJ^acd;  onr 
chant  at  Briir}jtr<n.  Ira  WetL  who  renwved  to  RwJiester. 

AjDfM  Sjafl>>rd,  f4  Orwefl.  Veraiont  the  father  of  Stamd  SpsAs-L  « 
came  to  the  G«iks^  eocmtry  with  me.  was  one  of  the  eariv  sarrerots  rfat 
Beserre,  and  one  of  the  foonden  of  sgttJwnent  at  ClevAani.    'l^  CS. 


•  Thft  hatUrj,  ndooUedl j.  Sbit  La  Hflotaa  mja  Da  Mmn[h 
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gDrernmcnt  granted  him  a  mile  and  a  half  square  of  land,  at  Maumee,  to 
which  place  he  removed,  and  where  his  descendants  now  reside.  Samuel 
Spatibrd  settled  at  Brighton,  and  made  first  improvements  on  the  Blossom 
fiiim,  emigrating  to  Maumee. 

Amtjs  Sjtatford  being  tlie  first  mail  amtractor  at  Cleveland,  in  1805,  hia 
carrier  being  taken  sick,  I  took  the  mail  on  my  back,  and  carried  it  to  Huron, 
in  four  hours,  traveling  on  the  ice  with  skates. 

Timothy  Allen  sold  his  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  in  Brighton,  to  John 
and  S«>lomon  Hatch.  In  company  with  them,  I  built  a  saw  mill  on  Allan^s 
Creek,  in  1806.     They  removed  to  Genesee  county.* 


In  1798,  Judge  John  Tryon,  of  Lebanon  Springs,  became  through 
a  brother  who  had  failed  to  make  the  payments,  the  owner  of  a 
tract  of  land  on  the  Irondequoit,  in  Brighton,  three  miles  above  the 
Bay.  His  brother  had  previously  laid  out  a  village,  but  had  made 
no  progress  with  it.  Judge  Tryon  built  a  store  and  store  house, 
and  in  the  spring  of  '99,  opened  a  store  in  the  name  of  Tryon  Sc 
Adams.  The  locality  assumed  the  name  of  "  Tryon 's  Town."  The 
agent  of  the  proprietors,  Augustus  Griswold,  first  came  on  with 
five  sleigh  loads  of  goods,  and  after  that,  in  the  fall,  Capt.  Oliver 
Grace  came  with  a  boat  load  from  Schenectady,  the  freight  costing 
•8  00  per.  112  lbs.  Asa  Dayton  soon  opened  a  tavern,  Stephen 
Lusk  started  the  tanning  and  shoe  making  business,  and  besides 
these  was  Asa  Dunbar,  a  mulatto,  and  John  Boyd,  —  four  families 
in  all.  In  1800,  Henry  Ward,  the  present  worthy  citizen  and  Post 
Master,  of  Penfield,  then  18  years  of  age,  came  on  and  became  a 
clerk  in  the  Tryon  &  Adams  store.  At  that  period,  much  of  the 
business  of  this  pioneer  store,  the  first  west  of  Canandaigua,  con- 
sisted of  barter,  for  furs,  bear  and  deer  skins,  with  the  Seneca  In* 
dians,  and  such  white  men  as  were  hunters  and  trappers.  In  1801, 
Silas  Losea  settled  in  the  place,  and  enabled  "  Tryon  Town,"  alias 
the  "  city  of  Tryon,"  to  glory  in  the  addition  of  a  blacksmith's 
riiop.  An  ashery  and  distillery  was  added  to  the  store,  soon  after. 
In  the  earliest  years,  the  store  commanded  a  wide  range  of  custom- 
ers. There  are  names  upon  its  old  books,  of  the  early  settlers  of 
all  the  western  towns  of  Ontario  and  Wayne,  northern  towns  (tf 


*  Jtnris  H.  and  Hinm  F.  Hatch,  attorneys  in  Rochester,  are  the  sons  of  ths  early 
pioneer,  John  Hatch.  The  father  and  brother  were  from  Madison  countv.  John  Hatdi 
remoTed  from  Briffthon  to  Bane,  OrleaDS  oonntj,  and  sabsenneatlj  to  £lba,  near  Bata- 
viig  when  hk  wilow  now  leadaa 
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■ortheni  tenninatioQ  of  the  5th  niiure.  13.ti96  acres  was  purchased 
bv  an  associatKML  who  were  represented  in  the  transactioQ  by  *'StODe 
and  EKxisire."  Settlement  commenced  there  before  the  close  i>f 
]7Sl^  The  pioneers  were,  Israel  Stone  and  Simon  Stone.  Silas 
Nye.  J^^se[>h  Fair,  and  at  the  same  time,  or  s^xm  alter,  other  heads 
of  fat!;. lies  came  in: — Thomas  Clelanvl.  Josiah  Giminsoa.  Alei- 
mod^r  Dunn,  aud  David  Davis. 

W.utam  Walker,  the  kxral  agent  t>f  Phelps  &  Gorham. purchased 
T.  1«.  K.  4.  now  the  town  of  Perinton.  In  the  swnmer  of  171>9  his 
brocher  Caleb  erected  a  loe  cabin,  and  moved  into  the  townships 
takic:^  with  him  Glover  Perrin.  with  his  wife.  Perrin  went  tirst  in 
tbe  c:Lpacity  of  a  hired  man.  but  after  the  death  of  Caleb  Wiilker. 
k^d  s«.>me  interest  in  the  purchase.  The  pioneers  had  no  children, 
and  lived  alone  in  the  woixk  for  several  years,  after  which  they 
moved  to  Pittsford.     lO*  For  Mendon,  see  Monroe  countv. 


VICTOR 


[Omitted  in  i:»  appcoprii:«  puhcv.] 

En<«  Booghton,  of  Stockbridge,  Mass..  and  his  brother  Jared. 
had  visited  this  region  in  ITSS.  Enos  had  engaged  as  a  clerk  of 
William  Walker,  the  agent  of  Mr.  Phelps,  and  as  soon  as  sales  com* 
m^iced.  purchased  the  town  of  Victor,  for  twenty  cents  per  acre. 
In  the  spring  of  17f9»  the  two  brvnhers.  Horatio  Jones»  abrv>iher* 
in-law.  who  was  a  surveyor,  and  several  hired  hands,  went  upon 
what  was  atterwards  called  Boujihtou  Hill,  erected  a  kv  cabin, 
sowed  a  patch  of  buckwheat,  (the  tirst  ot'  that  cn>p  in  the  Genesee 
country.)  surveyed  the  township,  and  atter  sowing  three  acres  of 
wheal,  the  whole  party  retunied  to  Ma^^Kichusetts.  except  Jacob 
LotxieiL  who  remained  "  s^>Iitary  and  alone.'*  to  take  care  ot*  the 
pren.ises.  and  winter  fourteen  head  of  cattle  upon  wild  grass,  that 
had  been  cut  upon  the  Indian  Meadow,  (xi  what  is  now  known  as  the 
Griswv^IJ  place.  In  February.  17i>0.  Jared  Boughton  started  from 
S:ockbrid;:e.  with  his  wife  and  intunt  daughter,  and  made  the  long 

y^Ti Mr.  Li^KUl  ivii»ia««l  in  tb«»towj.  and  b«wmw  &3  «fntvrpfvin^  md  rn'mi- 

3m*  ^.'iMtx  :  vj^  vtfil  knovn  u  «:i  v«i:!y  «>:.cracti  r  uih»u  :b«r  iLn^  C.t'u.      H>  maaT 
kxsii  ict»  :b  ptun^vr  umrtk  arv  w»fu  rvmViaSf.-vJ.     He  dioi  is  ISl*^.  SyCv^l  T**  vwu-i 

of  CiJktKia  A.^  Mxiu^jCaD  .  lib  Jau^^hterk  M-^  Abnbam  4a>i  Mnk  Ruf  j»  U'.iai(i^rvT. 
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•"^^^r.-  Mrs.  Dr.  A.  G.  Smith,  New  York,  Mm.  Bennett 

'   I  ■•unity,  Ohio,  Mrs.  Mortimer  Buel,  of  Gene!*e#. 

!  1-5  oiirlv  as  1703;  was  the  father  of  the  late  Col. 

'"  ■  ■  T  Boui^hton,   after  whom  the  town  was  named  in 

I'Mik  of  esteem  for  his  gallant  services  upon  the  Niagara 

*'*  which  the  legislature  of  this  State  added  the  pre^enta- 

'   i  sword.     Reuben  H.  Boughton,  of  Lewiston,  is  a  son  of  his. 

■r  son  of  Hezekiah,  is  George  H.  Boughton,  Esq.,  of  Lock- 

Col  Seymour  Boughton  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Black 

.\  ■'■!{,  in  the  war  of  1812. 

J.'ired  Boughton  took  the  buckwheat  and  got  it  ground  at  Capt. 
rJnnson's  rude  mill  at  Avon.  His  next  milling  expedition,  (after 
wheat  harvest,)  was  with  a  double  ox  team,  to  the  Allan  mill  at 
Genesee  Falls.  Arriving  within  four  miles  of  the  River,  (at  Orange 
Stone's,)  he  came  to  the  end  of  the  road ;  any  direct  route  to  the 
River  was  through  a  dense  forest,  and  low  wet  grounds :  which 
obliged  him  to  go  around,  and  work  his  way  over  the  range  of  hills 
east  of  Mount  Hope.  Arrived  at  the  River,  he  belled  his  oxen  and 
turned  them  into  the  woods,  carrying  his  grain  across  and  down 
the  riTer  to  the  mill.  As  winter  approached,  the  infant  settlement 
was  without  salt.  It  was  decided  to  send  a  boat  to  Salt  Point.  In 
November*  Jared  and  Seymour  Boughton.  and  John  Barnes,  went 
to  Swift's  Landing,  (Palmyra,)  took  a  Schenectady  boat,  and  pro- 
ceeded on  their  voyage.  The  Stansells,  at  Lyons,  were  the  only 
white  inhabitants  on  the  whole  route.  Below  the  junction  of  the 
Ganai^a  creek,  and  Canandaigua  out-let,  they  came  to  a  raft  of 
flood-wood,  16  rods  in  extent.  To  pass  it  they  were  obliged  to  haul 
their  boat  oat  of  the  water,  up  a  steep  ascent,  and  move  it  on  rollers 
to  a  point  below  the  raft.  Procuring  twelve  barrels  of  salt,  the 
paorty  starting  on  their  homeward  voyage,  encountered  a  snow 
and  ice  when  they  got  into  the  Seneca  river.  They  made 
progress,  on  one  occasion  being  obliged  to  wade  into  the  ice 
and  water  to  lift  their  boat  from  stones  upon  which  it  had  struck. 
At  the  raft  on  Clyde  River,  they  had  again  to  transport  their  boat 
overland,  with  the  addition  of  their  twelve  barrels  of  salt.  On 
aocoinit  of  low  water,  they,  were  obliged  to  leave  their  boat  and 
emrgp  at  the  Lyon's  Landing.  Going  through  the  woods  to  Farm- 
fligton,  foOowing  township  lines,  they  returned  with  six  yoke  of 
own  Tia.  Fklmyra,  and  partly  upon  wagons,  and  partly  upon  sleds; 
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making  their  roads  mostljr  as  they  went  aloBg,  they 
getting  the  first  cargo  of  sah  to  Victor. 

Levi  Boughton,  an  uncle  of  Jared  and  Edo8»  accompaiued  Jmi 
and  Jacob  Lobdell  in  their  primitive  advent  — moved  his  familf  ■ 
the  next  year.  He  died  in  1828,  aged  78  yeaxs.  His  sou  wm^ 
Nathaniel,  of  Bloomfield,  John  B.,  of  Qhio^  Thomas  Morn^  df 
Rochester,  Horace  B.  of  Victor.  Thomas  M.  is  the  only  surrin^ 
son.  Daughters  became  the  wives  of  Jacob  LobdeDL  AmioQ  T» 
lor,  an  early  settler  on  the  Ridge  Road,  near  Moiyneox's  Cono^ 
Niagara  county,  2Sera  Brooks,  John  Brace,  and  Philemns  Smidi,af 
Victor. 

Rufus  Dryer  from  Stockbridge,  Mass.,  came  to  Victor  withsoss 
portion  of  the  Boughton  family,  and  in  1799»  accompanied  Ess 
and  Jared  in  their  lumbering  expedition  to  Gveorgia,  where  he  » 
mained  with  them  for  several  years.  Residing  after  that  in 
son  county,  he  became  a  permanent  resident  of  Victor  in  1 
He  was  the  founder  of  the  well  known  Dryer  stand  in  Vicloi;  ail 
had  opened  it  and  kept  it  a  year  before  his  death  in  IBM.  His  9m, 
Wm.  C.  Dryer,  succeeded  him,  kept  the  stand  (or  many  yean;  ail 
retired  to  a  fine  farm,  upon  which  he  and  his  brother  Tnunan  asv 
reside. 

DC/*  For  additional  reminiscences  of  Victor,  see  "  Phelps  and 
Gorham's  Purchase  —  Ontario." 


[The  fr.llowinf^  omianons  in  reminisceiices  of  Wert  Bloomfield,  page  1S6 ;  md  m 
leminiAcences  of  Bristol,  page  208,  are  supplied.] 

Ezra  Marvin  was  one  of  the  associates  in  the  purchase  of  tows- 
ship,  now  West  Bloomfield ;  he  never  emigrated  ;  his  son,  Jsspir 
P.  M<irvin,  became  a  resident  and  died  there,  in  early  years.  Thi 
surviving  sons  of  Robert  Taft,  are  Jessee,  Robert,  BezaleeL  sad 
Chapin  Taft,  all  of  Bloomfield ;  daughters,  Mrs.  Peck,  of  BloomfieUL 
Mrs.  Leach,  of  Lima.  Ebenezer  Curtiss  died  in  1812 ;  Mrs.  Vu 
ker,  of  Lima,  is  his  daughter.  Jasper  P.  Sears  died  in  earlv  vesa 
Other  prominent  early  settlers :  —  Marvin  Gates,  a  brother  of  Dia- 
iel,  mentioned  in  connection  with  East  Bloomfield ;  Jacob  Smilk 
built  a  saw  mill  and  grist  mill,  in  early  years,  on  the  Honeoye,— 
"Smith's  Mills" — died  many  years  since  ;  Deacon  Samuel  Haodf, 
died  10  or  15  years  since,  was  the  father  of  Russel  Handy,  of  Alfe- 
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parv:  P^^ter  W.  Haxkiy.  iVf  Rochester.  Mrs.  Stephen  Raites.  uid 
Mr*.  CrAr!«  Wiihur.  v^tw  early  j^\>Qeer  in  Le  Roy  au  Loekfvrt .)  ' 
Bayre  li.\ier.  5::Ii  sunivir.c.ai  t.^  JCe  ot'SO  years:  Na:hai:;ei  Ec- 
jie<:of.:,  a:;  early  iarAi\>rv?.  :a:her  *x*  M:5.  W  i.liani  Parsons.  o«"  Look- 
pvr:  .  P-iiriwr  axui  Clark  Peck.  oa:r.e  in  as  eariy  as  1790.  Clark 
iras  A"  earv  Su;vrv:<i.^r  i*:'  I'rw  olu  lowii  of  B!\VMnneki.  dieo  in  l!i:;53 : 
las-.>fr  Pev'k.  oi"  Blvx^ifvlo.  is  a  son  o:*  his.  Mr*.  Pace.oc*  BkxHuneki^ 
t  i:A.:r".:er:  his  s^k-j;,  Jvxse^h  a:iJ  Abel,  reside  in  M:oh;can:  ihe 
■Kxr.er  is  still  livioc. 

J.\v.:  lh\o::.  was  a  na::ve  ol'  Keene.  X.  H.,  a  graduate  of  Mid* 
dlebcrv  Col.e;^.  studied  law  in  Milton,  near  Balistou.  Sarauvt 
cvc*«i:v  .  wjis  .ii.i:yi;ted  lo  i^aotice  in  ISP^  azvd  in  1S13  iocated  in 
Wes:  l>\xv.;:k\.i.  where  he  has  since  res:ded,  and  ik^w  lesides. 
■lir^.-rc  rrv^rVssi^Kia;  duties  with  the  suoeess»lul  pursuits  oc*  a^cul* 
lnnf.  A  u$e:u'  o;:L:rn.  aiv^i  a  u:uoh  resjvcted  nien>ber  of  the  bar  of 
0::ar.v\  He  was  a  nien;S^r  of  the  State  Le^ruiatuie*  in  ]$d9»  "M* 
ftai  o:  Cor.^;:Te:s<s  for  two  temis^  at  a  later  pMMi;  b  now  67 
^>pars  of  a^, 

Trje  ?v>r.s  of  GAmaliel  Wilder,  the  eariiesl  Pkxieer  of  Bristol, 
wipre  —  l^nniel.  Dav-d.  Jvxse:^  Asa.  Jonas :  daughters  K^^an^e  the 
v.ves  of  Ki<h.\   Panish.  Theophitus  Auen.  Nathan  Hatch,  and 

Hvxv:.     Daniel  Nfcanie  the  owner  of  the  Indian  orvhazJ  in 

Rr.>:.r.  :.ia:  hidescawd  the  derasTatioti  ^<"  Suilivan.  * 

IV.i  rxr.\  \V.\u»r.  cwnir:^  in  Av*n  a:!er  Gamaliel  j^ttied  at  first 
in  S.^iTh  B'-.stvv,  t»ut  .tf:er%\ards  reinoved  to  T.  9.  4 A  Ran^,  He 
diiec  .'.'.  1>^2,  His  survtvui^  jors  are.  TinK^hv.  John,  and  Rus^U 
W  'ier.  of  Bristol :  dau^ter$  Srcame  the  wires  of  Georce  Goixiinc. 
Her.ry  P.::s  Ar-d  Ji^j\  Hatch. 

!:  G^r.  H All's  cersus  iX'  1790,  Aarv»n  Rice  (other  than  the  eariy 
ie:t>r  a:  .\v or.,  as  the  author  corchides.)  is  named  as  the  head  of  a 
tonvlv  ;:;  South  Bristol.  He  renwved  to  Genesee  countv.  and 
fcvc.-.  :hence  t.^  the  west  in  eariv  vears.     His  daughters  became  the 
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'.Svxi  Wnder,  Simeon  Crosby,  and  Randall  Chapi 
.««Ar?  was  also  the  head  of  a  fiimflj  in  Soath  BrisUiL  i 
T.im  the  author  has  no  account 
>}  ^  >i«:^^.  whose  advent  is  named.  incidentaDj,  in  connecai 
«:    .*r»  family,  were  three  brothers: — John,  George,  si 

--. •..     rsuied  erroneously  "Fanner."  in    another 'connec'JaL] 

^  .v^  « .  V  ing  sons  of  John  Codding  are,  John,  George,  Benjuc. 

•  i..--*  t»f  Coddingsville,  Medina  county.  Ohio:  and  Rober.  F. 

.   >s^;:ujt  county,  Ohio.     Daughters  became  the  wives  of  Tx^ 

•  ^Viider.  Isaac  Van  Fossen,  and  John  Wilder.     The  sons  rf 

'  3Ui4iCtf  Codding  are,  Faunce  and  Stephen  A.,  of  Bristol ;  Gem 

V   :^iid  Ichabod,  of  Lockport,  Dlinois,  where  their  mother  and  siaa 

Mrs.  Hale  S.  Mason,  reside.    George  Codding  died  childless.  Ge& 

Ocniding,  sen.,  the  father  of  the  three  brothers,  joined  his  sou  a 

t-dLfly  years.     His  other  children  were,  Burt  Codding,  Mrs.  Beq. 

Goss,  Mrs.  Zenas  Briggs,  Mrs.  Elizur  Hills,  and  Mrs.  Wm.  T.  Cod^ 

ing,  who  still  survives,  a  resident  of  Bristol.    M.  O.  Wilder.  E^. 

oi  Canandaigua,  is  one  of  the  numerous  descendants  of  this  eadr 

and  Tirominent  Pioneer  family. 


CHAPTER   VIII. 


TBI   M OEEIS  TREATY  AT  **  BIO   TEEE." CESSION    OP    THE  TEllITOn 

WEST  OF  PHELPS    AND   GOEHAm's  PUECHASE,  WHICH  BECAME 
MOEEIS'  EESEEVE  AND  HOLLAND  PUECHA8B. 


Although  Mr.  Morris  had  acquired  the  pre-emptive  ri^t  d 
Massachusetts  to  all  the  territory  in  this  State  west  of  Phelps  lad 
Gorham's  Purchase  —  what  was  afterwards  designated  as  M'XTJ 
Reserve  and  the  Holland  Purchase  —  as  earlv  as  Mav.  1791. 'i^ 
native  right  to  the  soil  was  not  extinguished  until  1797.  Sojq  i^ 
ter  he  purchased  of  Massachusetts,  in  1792  and  '3,  he  sold  to  in 
Holland  Company  all  the  land  west  of  the  transit  line,  over  thitc 
millions  of  acres,  which  is  now  embraced  in  the  counties  of  NiAzira, 
Erie,  Chautauque,  Cattaraugus,  and  all  of  Allegany,  Wyomm^ 
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Genesee  and  Orleans,  except  their  tiers  of  eastern  townships,  leaving 
to  himself  a  tract  of  about  500,000  acres,  between  the  lands  of 
Phelps  and  Gorham,  and  those  he  had  conveyed  to  the  Holland 
Company.  In  his  conveyance  to  the  Holland  Company,  he  had 
stipulated  to  extinguish  the  native  title,  and  had  left  in  their  hands 
thirty-five  thousand  pounds  sterling,  of  purchase  money,  as  a 
guarantee. 

Various  untoward  circumstances*— the  withholding  of  the  mili- 
tary posts  by  the  British,  or  in  fact,  their  refusal  to  surrender  their 
dominion  over  this  region,  the  prospects  of  a  renewal  of  British 
and  Indian  wars ;  and  more  than  all,  perhaps,  the  indisposition  of 
the  Senecas  to  part  with  any  more  of  their  lands  —  delayed  the 
fulfilment  of  this  stipulation.  It  had  been  the  firm  determination 
of  the  Senecas,  adhered  to  strenuously  during  all  the  preliminary 
negotiations  of  Mr.  Phelps  at  Buffalo  Creek,  to  make  the  Genesee 
river  below  Mount  Morris,  their  eastern  boundary  line,  and  they 
yielded  the  "Mill  Tract"  with  great  reluctance  and  subsequent  regret 

Fort  Niagara  was  surrendered  by  the  British,  and  taken  posses* 
sion  of  by  a  company  of  United  States  troops,  under  the  command 
of  Captain  J.  BruiT,  toward  the  end  of  the  summer  of  1796.  In  a 
few  weeks  after  American  possession  of  that  ancient  strong-hold 
of  French  and  British  power — the  spot  where  the  Senecas  had  so 
often  assembled  to  renew  French  and  British  alliance  —  had  been 
established,  a  numerous  delegation  appeared  before  the  garrison, 
made  a  salute  after*  the  Indian  fashion,  which  was  returned  by  the 
discharge  of  artillery.  It  seemed  an  overture  to  establish  the  rela- 
tions of  good  neighborhood,  and  was  met  by  the  commandant  in 
a  spirit  which  evinced  that  he  did  not  mean  to  fall  behind  his  prede- 
cessors in  acts  of  friendship  and  hospitality.  He  made  a  friendly 
speech  to  them,  presented  them  with  the  American  flag  and  a  bar- 
rel of  rum,  and  apologised  for  not  furnishing  them  vfith  a  supply  of 
provisions,  alleging  that  they  were  scarce  at  that  "  distant  post'' 
In  the  answer  to  this  speech,  the  Indians  alluded  to  Mr.  Morris' 
pre-emptive  right  and  begged  of  Captain  BruflT  to  protect  them 
firom  the  **  big  eater  with  the  big  belly,"  who  wanted  to  come  and 
**  devour  their  lands."  Mr.  Morris  was  then  about  to  make  his  appli- 
cation to  President  Washington  for  the  appointment  of  a  commis- 
noner,  but  concluded  to  delay  it  on  account  of  this  manifestation  at 
Fort  Niagara. 
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The  next  year,  1797,  President  Washington,  at  the  totichitit 
of  Mr.  Morris,  consented  to  nominate  a  commissioner,  witb  fc 
condition  that  Captain  BruflTs  speech  and  the  Indians'  replj  of  fc 
preceding  year,  should  accompany  the  nomination  to  the  SevA 
and  observed,  that  "  such  was  the  desire  to  conciliate  the  Six  X» 
tiorfs,  that  he  did  not  believe  that  the  Senate  would  confiim  to 
nomination  contrary  to  their  wishes."  The  Senate  confirmed  it 
appointment  of  a  commissioner,  but  with  the  proviso  that  he  sbooi 
not  act  until  the  Indians  themselves  requested  a  treaty.  The  ccm' 
missioner  first  appointed  was  Judge  Isaac  Smith,  of  New  Jemr. 
but  his  official  duties  interfering,  Col.  Jeremiah  Wadsworth  n 
substituted. 

The  task  of  getting  the  consent  of  the  Indians  to  hold  a  treatydeTolr. 
ed  upon  Thomas  Morris,  and  he  observes  that  it  '*was  not  an  easjooe 
to  accomplish."  It  required  journeys  on  foot  and  on  horseback,  c» 
ferences  with  the  Indians  in  their  villages,  and  all  the  perniam 
arts  of  one  who  was  not  unfited  for  diplomatic  missions  to  red  cr 
white  men.  The  Indians  objected  that  if  they  asked  for  the  tmry. 
it  would  be  construed  as  the  expression  of  a  wish  to  sell  their  lank 
Their  consent  was  finally,  however,  obtained,  the  time  of  hoHicf 
the  treaty  agreed  upon,  and  "  Big  Tree,"  now  Geneseo,  desi^niie-i 
as  the  treaty  ground. 

All  concerned  were  principally  congregated  during  the  la**  iiji 
of  August.  Thomas  Morris  and  Charles  Williamson,  and  Jini-fJ 
Reese,  as  Secretary,  were  the  representatives  of  Mr.  Morrj 
though  Mr.  Williamson  being  called  away  in  an  earlv  sta:re  •»:'  r.* 
treaty,  the  principal  lab<:)r  of  negotiation  devolved  up«-kn  Th«vLi3 
Morris.  Col.  Wadsworth  was  in  attendance  as  the  comr:ii5«:'"»cr: 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  William  Shepherd  as  t!:* 
commissioner  of  Massachusetts.  Theophilus  Cazenove.  wh'>  was 
then  the  representative  of  the  Holland  Company  in  the  VzuiK 
States.  pnx*ured  in  their  behalf  the  attendance  of  William  Bivjri 
of  \ew  York,  Joseph  Ellicott  and  Col.  Linklaen,  who  were  acccc- 
panieil  !>y  two  young  men  by  the  name  of  Vanstaphorst,  nearlj  ^^ 
lated  to  one  of  the  Dutch  proprietors.  Beside  these,  Israel  Chipc 
was  present,  and  a  larije  representation  of  Indian  interpreters  lai 
traders,  while  manv  were  drawn  to  the  treatv  cround  from  modTCf 
of  curiositv. 

James  Wadsworth  was  then  in  Europe;  Mr.  Morris  obtaiaedaf 
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William  Wadsworth  the  use  of  the  unfinished  residence  of  the 
brothers,  to  accommodate  those  direcllv  connected  with  the  treaty ; 
mnd  for  a  council  house  he  provided  a  large  tent  coveretl  with  green 
boughs,  and  furnished  with  a  platform  and  rows  of  seats,  after  the. 
manner  of  preparations  for  a  camp  meeting. 

Days,  and  in  fact,  nearly  two  weeks,  of  tardy  and  fruitless  nego- 
tiations succeeded.  With  few  exceptions,  the  Indians  were  entirely 
averse  to  parting  with  their  lands.  Red  Jacket  took  the  labi>ring 
oar  for  his  people,  though  Cornplanter,  Farmers  Brother,  Littl« 
Beani,  and  Little  Billy,  were  occa.<uonal  speakers. 

The  first  business  of  the  treaty  was  to  deliver  a  speech  address- 
ed to  the  Indians,  by  Thomas  Morris,  containing  generally  his  pro- 
posals. Then  followed  a  long  consultation  among  the  Indians  to 
firame  an  answer ;  which,  when  it  came,  was  adverse  to  anv  land 
ce  sions.  Meetings  and  speeches  succeeded,  Mr.  Morris  ui^ing 
his  proposals  and  Red  Jacket  resisting  his  importunities  with  ability 
and  ingenuity.  After  some  ten  or  twelve  days  had  been  spent,  and 
nothing  accomplished,  Col.  Wadsworth  became  indisposed,  impa- 
tient of  further  delay,  and  insisted  on  the  business  being  brought  to 
a  close ;  and  about  the  same  time  Mr.  Morris  discovered  that  the 
influence  of  white  squatters,  upon  the  Indian  lands,  and  some  inter- 
|H^ters.  whose  oflfers  of  assistance  he  had  rejected,  stood  in  the  way 
of  success.  The  interpreters  especially  had  inculcated  among  the 
Indians  that  by  standing  out  they  could  get  a  much  lai^r  price  than 
had  been  offered. 

Learning  that  a  council  of  the  Indians  had  decided  upon  offering 
him  a  single  township,  and  that  only,  his  friends  persuaded  him 
against  his  better  judgement,  to  promptly  and  indignantly  reject  the 
offer,  which  he  did  on  the  assembling  of  the  general  council,  and 
the  offer  being  made.  This  was  thought  to  be  the  best  expedient  to 
bring  the  Indians  to  tenns,  but  as  it  proved,  was  ill  advised.  The 
ofller  was  a  township  on  the  Pennsylvania  line,  at  one  dollar  per 
acre,  which  Red  Jacket  accompanied   with  the  very  comfortable 

Note.— In  a  speech  of  Red  Jacket's  be  atvamed  that  if  the  St^nccaa  jnarled  with 
vhat  was  loft  of  their  wide  domain,  they  would  be  tham  of  their  influence  witk 
their  neiiHiborinf:  nati4>nA.  To  thi:«  Mr.  Mo'nw  replied,  rather  tauntingly  alludini;  to 
the  treatment  that  Red  Jacket  and  othen  of  a  dele^tion  of  Senecas  bad  reocMred 
fttim  the  western  ludianit.  when  thev  went  as  peace  negotiators  to  the  Miania  with 
CoL  Pickerinyc  i^^^  Bevi'riv  Rand<ili^:  treatment  that  annmuted  to  ci>ntempt.  Red 
Jacket  parried  the  assault  Sy  shrewdly  obetNrring  that  it  was  aU  owinff  to  their  flr«tiDi|; 
there  in  bad  company,  that  the  circumstance  aUuded  to  had  admoniAsd  them  not  to 
foia  bod  eoiopOBj  wiion  tbej  taitad  their  ikiflndii 
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occupy  in  examining  his  accounts,  and  paying  for  the  provisions 
which  had  been  consumed,  collecting  the  cattle  that  were  not 
slaughtered,  and  attending  to  other  matters  preparatory  to  leaving 
the  treaty  ground. 

"  The  Indians,"  says  Mr.  Morris,  "  are  very  tenacious  of  a  strict  ad- 
herence to  their  ancient  rules  and  customs ;  according  to  their  usages 
the  sachems  have  a  right  to  transact  all  the  business  of  the  nation, 
whether  it  relates  to  their  lands  or  any  other  of  their  concerns,  but 
where  it  relates  to  their  lands,  and  they  are  dissatisfied  with  the 
management  of  their  sachems,  the  women  and  warriors  have  a 
right  to  divest  them  of  this  power,  and  take  it  into  their  own  hands; 
the  maxim  among  them  being  that  the  lands  belong  to  the  warriors, 
because  they  form  the  strength  of  the  nation ;  and  to  the  women 
as  the  mothers  of  the  warriors.  There  are  therefore  in  every  na- 
tion, head  or  chief  women,  who,  whea  in  council,  select  some 
warrior  to  speak  for  them. 

With  a  knowledge  of  this  fact,  Mr.  Morris  had  made  up  his 
mind  to  try  his  luck  with  this  mixed  council,  as  a  last  resort.  He 
brought  about  a  meeting  with  the  chief  women  and  warriors.  He 
told  them  of  the  offers  that  had  been  made  to  the  sachems ;  and 
urged  upon  the  women  the  consideration,  that  the  money  that 
they  would  receive  for  their  lands,  would  relieve  them  from  all  the 
hardships  they  then  endured.  "  Now,"  says  he,  "  you  have  to  till 
the  earth,  and  provide  by  your  labor,  food  for  yourselves  and 
children.  When  those  children  are  without  clothing,  and  shivering 
witli  cold,  you  alone  are  witnesses  to  their  sufferings ;  your  sachems 
will  always  supply  their  own  wants.  They  feed  on  the  game  they 
kill,  and  sell  the  skins  to  buy  them  clothing ;  therefore,  they  are  in- 
difTerent  about  exchanging  their  lands  for  money,  enough  every  year 
to  lessen  your  labor,  and  enable  you  to  procure  for  yourselves  and 
children,  the  food  and  clothing  necessary  for  your  comfort."  He 
concluded  by  telling  them  that  he  had  brought  a  number  of  presents 
from  Philadelphia,  which  he  intended  to  have  given  them,  only  in 
the  event  of  a  sale  of  their  lands,  but  as  he  had  no  cause  of  com- 
plaint against  the  women,  he  would  cause  their  portion  of  the  pres- 
ents to  be  distributed. 

The  "  women's  rights,"  and  well  considered  diplomatic  speech, 
with  the  presents  added,  gave  a  favorable  turn  to  affairs.  For  sev- 
eral days,  the  chiefs,  women  and  warriors,  were  scattered  about  ia 

28 
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jealousy  ivM  rivalry  \v:is  qiaiiitesU\l  amonj  the  chiois.  as  to  the  re- 
spec  livo  .^.Kotinents.  Before  it  was  airrt^ed  how  much  tiie  aiiLrreirite 
of  the  Reservation  should  Ih\  Red  Jacket  was  exhorbitani  in  his 
demands,  claiming;  for  the  ro5ervati«>n  of  his  immediate  jx*op'*^  ^^ 
Butraio  Creek,  nearly  one-tourth  «>t'a:l  the  territory  purchased  :  and 
Com  planter  was  scarcely  less  exorbitant  in  his  demands.  Tiiey 
frere  rival  ciiiefs.  and  their  relative  impt^rtance  dejvnded  ujn^n  liie 
resjvciive  pt'»ssessions  of  their  people.  Mr.  Jforris  had  to  assume 
ihe  orlice  ol'  arbitrator,  and  decide  the  resjx^ctive  allotments.  * 

Alter  :ill  tli.'se  ma;ters  had  been  adjusted  to  the  satisfaction  of' 
all  parties,  a  vounj:-  Indian,  then  about  I  went  v- lour  vears  ot*  aire. 
who  had  not  boiore  l>een  to  the  treaty  jiround.  made  his  apjvarance. 
It  was  Younc  Kinsr.  He  was.  bv  the  temale  line,  a  lineal  desccn- 
dant  of  "Old  Sm«»ke."  whose  memorv  was  revered  as  one  of  the 
greatest  men  that  had  ever  ruled  over  the  Six  Nations.  In  his  life- 
time, his  p^^wer  had  been  ur.lvunded.  Younir  Kinc  was  a  hi^avy. 
du'i.  unamMiious.  but  apparent! v  an  honest  vouiiC  man.  Seldom 
meddled  with  the  business  of  the  nation  :  but  when  he  did  si».  he  ex- 
excised  a  ffreat  herediiarv  influence.  0:i  his  arrival,  all  business 
was  susfvnded.  until  what  had  b<^en  done  was  fulty  explained  to 
him.  He  expressed  his  disapprobation  of  the  course  that  had  been 
pursue\l.  Farmer's  Brother  and  other  chiels  informetl  ifr.  Morris 
that  the  treaty  could  not  be  completed  contrary  to  the  wishes  of 
Younii  Kinix ;  tiiai  however  unreasonable  it  micht  appear  to  him 
that  one  man  should  defeat  the  will  of  a  whole  nation,  it  was  a 
pnwer  which  he  had  derived  fn^m  his  birth,  and  one  which  he  could 
not  be  deprived  of".  Young  Kinc  at  last,  thouch  not  reconciled  to 
their  parting  with  their  lands^  acquiesced,  saying  he  would  no  long- 
er oppose  the  will  of  the  nation. 


•  They  w*w  : —  Xx  ^\'.akr  HiU.  two  f^vax*  milrti :  at  Lit:k»  B«mf*  Town  asd  Big 
Twe,  fcvar;  ai  G*rioji*i.  iwontT-oi^ht :  sT  CowirtJoa.  sixunn:  Oii  Sjiri:i<.  on*:  on 
tbp  .KLivar.v  Rh«r.  f,ir:v-:wii ;'  on  :he  Ca:::."a*Lr:*Orxvk.  fi^r:v-tm-o ;  on  \hf  Bat^o 
C;wk  OT^  h-irwirc^ii  ar.i{  ihinv;  on  the  TonawaaJa  Civok.  aerenty :  at  Tmcarora. 
otw  ;  ai  Caruwiuci".*.  tuvv 

3lort.  — Yonrc  KiTc  rt-«ii!«»ai  upor  the  Rufiiio  RoMrratJt^n.  wh<«w  ho  died  bat  a  few 
Tva.**  j6r.o«.  Sstitn  aiVr  ihi' var  (tf  l>l*i.  h^^  m^t  vi:h  an  a^^/idmt.  vhich  for  a  fev 
^Td^  ft^^moii  bkeiv  it<  l^v.^4:•m  &n  o-:Tl'?vak  anh  nc  tho  S«'mva$ :  —  .\n  alterration  iv- 


nxnxvi  Urt-^wn  hiii:  a::  1  IV-ivid  R«t>4e.  ;ho  pcr»«ntT.iriOTt»d  ••»  dii  Kjh'ksmith  work  for 
tlv  I:xiLft:t<  I'T  ;h-»  T.  S.  1ri.;i.-iii  ajtvi!  a:  Ui't&l.v  I:  .rvw  i«uT  i»f  an  ailto"!  fiilv.np 
to  Dkako  or  r«-'wir  a  n<h  s;;*..'!-  I-t  Y-  *.:•  c  Kit  c.  hi-^-'f-*:*  iVr.eA  u*^*o  d-v.j!  .1  fx-n.  n- 
4vua  lUtiw  wi\'h a  **•} iho.  v-hich  nearW  M'lm^  one  oi  Voune  Kine's  arms;  a^  noA.- in 
ha^  thatampRittSuo  had  :o  br  iinaK>liiielr  rB»Mn«d  to.     The  Indiu*  boeaae  much 


!  ..wiii'iv:  ar.i  for  that  :-.;-:■  5 ?.  -a a:. ted  a  ^rMCr-  Tr^ 

i         •  *.     ■ 

.  ..a  liiat  it  wouM  not  Jo  T^r  th?  treat v  t».»  zo  to  PniijJe 

..  :iii  >itr!ia:ure.  a>  Gen.  Wa>;/.:  ::'o:i  would  obsor^-e  thi 

»id  L-onclude  that  he  had  I'^en  degraded,  and  I«'>t  hi?  ra 

;  ui'iice  amor::  the  Senecas.     Tr.-:-  b.  :.<  wa?  ieft.  ani  :.: 

^  iius  privately  added.     317^  For  u:.:-ub'.:shed  ren.inisoer-i 

Jacket,  see  Appendix.  \">.  Uk 

Thus  cor. eluded  a  treatv  uh  :h  ^.ive  tirle  to  a:i  c:  'x 
kuowQ  as  the  Hollatii  Piireh.ise  ai.d  M  ^rri<'  Reserve  :  »' 
oi  which  has  boen  -riven  in  a  •!■  t.ii  that  mr.v  see:.;  --^  : 
ce»>ary  !or  historical  purr->?e5  :  but  as  there  had  been  nii 
and  iniix^rtect  relations  '^f  ir.  the  ;-uthor  lias  availod  hi::: 
autheutic  documents  in  his  r-^s<e>>ion.  to  jive  r^  ;re:" 
what  mav  be  recardevi  as  a  correct  historv  o:"  rhe  '.vrv'e  : 

The  sunrevs  ot"  the  Holland  C.  n.rar.v  coninience  i  : 
Jer  the  sreneral  supervision  or'  Jc-ser't  tlUlcott  :  sur-ev 
were  *L<*n  traversing  the  wi  ierne^s  in  .ill  directlor.s  .  ^  r. 
road  was  made  upon  the  main  easr  :-:.i  west  route  :  ^r,.: 
ckve  Ot"  17 SO.  far.tilles  had  n.-'^ve.:  ir.  for  the  purr«'>e 
hou!«s  of  i^ublic  enter.ainrner.t  a:  StarT.vd.  r.iv-r  the  r-res 
of  C&rvvil!e.  and  at  Carence:  and  .it  StarT.^ri.  Mr.  E 
e.'^^tevi  JL  stcnj-house  quarters  for  Ls  5ur--e\vr?.  cover.:::: 

In  the  nwonunte.  Cartain  Brio"  and  his  sue  cess-?  r.  if  j 
1  ...  ti''  ^■ 
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sleighing,  from  the  settlements  east  of  the  river  to  Fort  Niagara ; 
and  a  weekly  horse  mail  was  put  upon  the  long  and  mostly  woods 
route  from  Canandaigua  to  Fort  Niagara.  Add  to  this,  the  two  or 
three  log  and  one  framed  hut  at  Buffalo,  and  two  or  three  tenements 
at  Lewiston,  and  the  reader  will  have  a  pretty  good  idea  of  all,  in 
the  way  of  improvement,  that  had  transpired  upon  the  Holland 
Purchase  before  the  close  of  1799 ;  and  at  the  close  of  the  cen- 
tury, there  was  but  little  morp  than  the  addition  of  a  few  families 
along  on  the  Buffalo  road,  and  the  prosecution  of  surveys. 

The  author  had  supposed  that  he  was  done  with  Indian  wars,  and 
Indian  war  alarms ;  coming  down  to  this  period,  he  finds  a  letter  from 
Capt.  BrufT  to  Capt.  Israel  Chapin,  which  would  indicate  that  some 
apprehension  was  entertained  in  this  quarter,  that  the  Indians  here 
-would  be  drawn  into  a  southern  alliance  with  the  western  Indians, 
in  connection  with  the  then  pending  difficulties  with  France  and 
Spain.  The  letter  is  given  in  the  Appendix,  [No.  16,]  more  as  a 
curious  local  reminiscence  than  from  any  thing  of  local  consequence 
allied  to  it. 

Previous  to  .the  advent  of  Mr.  EUicott  and  his  surveying  parties, 
in  the  spring  of  1798,  the  Senecas  had  not  surrendered  the  possession 
of  their  lands,  and  were  extremely  jealous  of  any  encroachments 
until  certain  preliminaries  were  arranged  with  the  Holland  Com- 
pany. In  March,  Hinds  Chamberlain  and  Jesse  Beach,  who  had 
the  year  previous  been  to  Le  Boeuf,  Pa.,  and  fixed  upon  locations 
there,  started  from  Avon,  with  two  yoke  of  oxen  and  sleds,  and 
making  their  own  road  the  greater  portion  of  the  distance,  arrived 
at  Buffalo,  where  some  four  hundred  Indians  were  assembled,  high- 
ly exasperated  at  what  they  considered  an  invasion  of  their  terri- 
tory. The  trespassers  informed  them  that  Poudry,  of  Tonawanda, 
had  assured  them  that  he  had  obtained  then*  consent;  and  afler 
menacing  and  threatening,  the  matter  was  settled  by  Red  Jacket, 
as  the  principal  negotiator,  for  "  two  gallons  of  Indian  whiskey,  and 
fk>me  tobacco."  And  this  is  but  one  of  the  many  instances  in 
which  that  chief  sullied  his  high  character,  by  assisting  to  feign 
resentment  to  levy  tributes — generally  payable  in  that  which  he 
would  often  sacrifice  his  honor  to  obtain. 
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CHAPTER    IX- 


AI.LfiGAXT JOHX  B.  CHUftCH,   AXD  PHILIP  CRZMCK, 


i.-H.N  H.  Chcech  came  from  England  to  the  Americizc-yy^jm 
\.»u:i.:  iiJventurer,  a  few  years  previoua  to  the  Reroiu->i  Htu; 
•iijii  j'laced  by  a  wealthy  uncle  in  a  large  mercaritil-e  ei-'.^-'-^i^JB^ 
111  LuiiJon.  but  the  business  not  suiting  his  iDclination.  be  eHi^rtiK 
U\'iYij  his  residence  in  Boston,  where  he  prosecuted  lor 5<T?rkj«i 
With  great  success,  the  business  of  an  UDdemTiter.  ^^"bei « 
Iif:vo!uiion  broke  out,  or  as  soon  as  an  amriy  organization  wu  jc 
fccted  he  was  engaged  in  the  commissarr  departnneDL  wiih  hitsM 
Wadsworth,  in  which  he  continued  throughout  the  v&r.  G& 
Philip  Schuyler,  being  also  engaged  in  the  commissary-  o^i^rsif^ 
ioT  the  northern  division  of  the  army,  business  relatir'Ei?  iM  '•"'  ^ 
acquaintance,  and  before  the  close  of  the  Revolution.  Mr  Cict: 
married  one  of  his  daughters.  The  official  duties  of  MesrTi.  ^  ^ 
worth  and  Church,  embracing  the  care  of  the  sul»*l5teL<^  '^  *-* 
French  army,  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  French  r:^*-*-' 
and  naval  officers  of  the  Revolution,  succeeded.  .Soi'i.  ai'^rr  ^ 
close  of  the  Revolution  —  in '85. — some  unliquidated  azzi^'- 
between  the  commissary  department  and  the  army  of  Rcc!:i2.:«:. 
made  it  necessarv  for  Messrs.  Wails  worth  and  Church  u.*  v;-/  *Js 
French  capital,  where  they  remained  with  their  faruilies  ^.•^•r.rr**+: 
months.  Mr.  Church  renioved  his  family  to  Lond*  »n.  resii.Lj  'ic-'- 
and  at  a  couritrv  seat  in  Berkshire,  on  the  Thames,  uritii  iC  ^ati 
he  returned  to  Ameiica,  and  settled  in  the  citv  of  Xew  York. 

The  eldest  son  of  John  B.  Church,  is  the  present  Judje   P^— ' 
Church,  of  Belvidere,  A  lie  can  v  count  v.  the  Piuneer  *•:  ihji  rec-^ 

In  his  earlv  hovh'XKl  he  was  taken  to  Paris  bv  hi?  lather  a:.:  :=-'^' 

•       •  • 

wards  to  EnLiland.  receivinjr  his  education  at  the  celebr^tti   EaT  t 
school.    Returning  to  America,  he  became  a  student  of  law  w.: 
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h:>  v.r.i'V  Alexander  Hamilton.*  and  also  his  private  Secretary. 
«/.-.  ^•..J^.'^iz  iris  JosT:nat:on  in  life  $iX>n  after  his  ma  wit  v.  and  Ixrcom- 
...^  :::■*  iniirivi;  of  new  sotilenients  in  the  wilderness. 

Jui_:*  Chviroh  is  now  71  vears  of  aire.  \Vi:h  a  vot  v!:;^'»i\vas 
ititol.vo:.  his  memorv  c^vs  hack  lo  tlie  eariv  $ceneso:*his  vou-h.  and 
cai.s  i;:^  ro:r..r.:s  *er.oo>  of  the  American  and  French  Revolutions. 
ot'  Kr.^'.mvi  ai.d  F.niriish  salesmen,  which,  although  the\  Wonsr  :•» 
iho  :\ov;:;oe  of  ^»nera:  historv,  will,  ;he  author  is  confident,  not  Iv 
unaccopMMe,  if  preserved  in  these  Wal  annals.  —  See  Apjx^ndix 
Xo.  IS. 

Wr..Ii^  ;i:rsu::ic  his  studies,  the  diinculiies  \xrcurr:ni:  with  France. 
OQ  the  r.iislr.;:  of  the  provincial  army,  he  was  commissioncil  as  a 
Ca;^:a::i  ;:io:;.:h  he  s;nv  linie  of  service,  as  the  dilficullv  was  s^x^n 
adjusted.^  Lion.  Hamilton,  as  the  airent  of  Ji^in  B.  Church,  had  in 
is  absoi'iOe,  Uvuuvi  lo  llolx^rt  Morris  ;?SO.iH>0  and  taken  a  mortirao? 

Morris  S^uar^.  Phiiade'.phia;  the  lien  heinc  afterwards  transtenvd 
to  100iH>0  acres  of  land,  on  Morris'  Reserve  in  the  now  coun'v  of 

m 

AUeir-i-'*v-  In  ISOO  th.*  mortirai^*  was  tbrecK>s^l.  the  land  was  sold 
at  Canandaiiiua  bv  Ben*.  Barton,  then  SheritT  ot  Ontario,  and  bid 
in  by  Fhi.ip  C.unrh  lor  his  father* 

At  the  {x»riixl  of  this  sale,  there  was  no  white  settler  on  all  the 
territory  now  embrac^xl  in  the  county  of  Alleipiny.  with  the  exce|^ 
boa  of  two  localities  which  will  l>e  namexl.  The  sur\*ev  and  settle- 
aent  of  the  100.000  acre  tract  w;ui  commenced  under  the  cenerai 
saperrision  of  Philip  Church.  Shortly  alter  he  had  srraduated  fn>m 
the  law  Office  of  E«imu!ui  Pendleton,  where  he  had  linisheti  h's  law 
studies  —  in  Julv  ISO  I  — he  made  a  second  advent  to  the  Genesee 
eountf}*.     Takin^:  Geneva  and  Lyons  in  his  route,  he  eniployed  as 


B  ibf  Mmy.  W,iO.:*  ^v    a:  ?.->:  .-l -c .  ;**i':*ui:  h*'  w.«  :.-»  y,^ur,r;  Vv.;  **>rtmr?  :hai 


riiL     Tu-  K>'-.*:-^i-..  t.  :  .-:  i-:  ■.:j>*  w  ::jr  wt\:*>  •:  >*.,i.v  o:  :lf  :^\4-.i  frv^r.i  Ni»  Y  :k  lo 
Ail«r.^       1  r.;l;:^  x'y  %:  -v v.Mrtr^i  :.:.•:  •.!.•%  ^-  .  ..:   r:;-»  j  4?*o  !--.•;■.*.  rut  ::\«i 

boBiir' biKdiclK  bv  ih<  vlul\  And nrtinnc.  be  w  ciuiie^  I  v  ha  fuber  <k\r  i,>dniitf  m  mb 
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surveyor  and  kwal  agent.  Evert  Van  WicUe»  irfio 
nied  by  John  CUbaoD,  John  Lewis  and  Stepboi  Frioe.  Lajimaj 
pirovbioDs  and  camp  equipage  at  Geneva  and  Bath,  the  |MLKtjmi 
dezvonsed  at  the  setdementi  which  had  been  commenncd  fayfc 
Rev.  Andrew  Gray  and  Moses  Van  Campen,  in  what  is  now  AliHi& 
Allegany  coonty.  Mr.  Van  Campen,  who  to  use  a  aailor  pfann 
knew  aU  the  "ropes"  c(  the  forest,  was  enlisted  in  the  «ipediti« 
Proceeding  on,  the  party  came  to  the  home  of  Dyhe,  asolb^ 

settler  who  occapied  the  advanced  post  of  oiviliiatioii,  near  ii 
junction  of  the  eastern  line  of  Allegany  with  the  Ti  nmjhisii 
line ;  slept  in  a  log  lam,  and  then  poshed  on  into  the  dark 
upon  the  Genesee  River.  This  was  the  first  breaking  into  the 
in  all  the  regicm  which  is  now  embraced  in  the  we&iein  portisa  tf 
Allegany,  Wyoming  southern  portions  c(  Erie,  Chantaisqas  mi 
Cattaraugus,  and  all  that  partof  Pennsylvania  boidering  opa Ail 
state,  with '  the  exception  c(  Presqne  Ue,  and  the  aoGtaij  Asa^ 
of  Francis  King,  at  Cerestown;  near  the  Allegany  liver,  tint  hsdi 
short  time  before  exchanged  a  residence  in  the  city  of  Loadoafir 
a  solitary  one  in  the  backwoods  of  Pennsylvania^  a 
from  their  nearest  neighbor. 

The  party  made  a  pretty  thorough  exploration  of  the 
ing  and  breaking  up  thttr  camp  from  day  to  day, 
almost  constant  rains  and  swollen  streams.  With  Judge 
was  a  youthful  advent — a  first  introduction  to  the  wmds — ala 
pretty  rugged  specimen  he  encountered,  as  all  will  acknowiedfeahs 
have  traversed  the  alternating  hills  and  vallejrs  of  All^any.  Aim* 
ed  at  the  north-west  corner  of  the  tract,  the  party  nxisthr  retvnii 
to  their  homes ;  Judge  Church  and  Van  Campen,  making  op  thar 
minds  for  SLpkasure  trip,  taking  an  Indian  trail  *  that  bore  of  is 
the  direction  of  Niagara  Falls.  This  they  pursued  for  two  dm 
when  they  found  themselves  in  the  Seneca  Indian  village.  Tkif 
made  their  appearance  in  the  little  white  settlement  of  **  New  Aa- 
sterdam,"  (Buffalo)  in  a  sorry  plight ;  with  torn  clothes,  beanb  wt 
shaven,  tanned  and  camp  smoked.    They  visited  the  Falls,  mtand 


*  This  trmil  led  from  the  Indian  ^iJhge  of  Canaedeaon  the  AUesMiT  rirer.  wv  Af 
fomtnit  that  divides  the  waters  of  the  (ienesee  from  thone  of  Lake  Aie,  ft>Q  o^lh' 
▼allej  cf  the  Cattaraugus,  then  passed  over  into  the  Tsllej  of  the  west  lirandKrf'  M 
fido  creek,  and  pnrsuMi  generaflj,  the  course  of  that  stream,  to  Um  TiwHm  vIiV*  ' 
its  janctioD  with  the  main  iti««m,  four  miles  from  its  moutlL 
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to  Buffalo,  and  took  the  "  white  man's  trail "  *  on  their  return  to 
Bath.  No  such  tramps  had  been  contemplated,  and  soon  after 
leaving  Buffalo,  money  and  provisions  had  both  been  exhausted  ;  ail 
but  a  surplus  of  chocolate,  which  they  exchanged  along  with  the 
new  settlers  for  meals  of  victuals.  Mr.  EUicott  had  just  j^^ot  his  land 
office  built  at  Batavia.  At  Ganson's  there  was  a  militia  training, 
the  first  that  was  ever  had  west  of  the  Genesee  river.  Richard 
W.  Stoddard  being  one  of  the  officers,  supplied  Mr.  Church  with 
money ;  alid  proceeding  on  to  Geneseo,  they  visited  Mr.  Wads- 
worth,  whom  Mr.  Church  had  become  acquainted  with  in  New 
York. 

Returning  to  Lyons,  Judge  Church  arranged  with  Mr.  Van  Wickle 
to  go  on  to  the  Allegany  lands,  and  commence  surveys  and  im- 
provements, having  previously  designated  the  site  of  Angelica,  as 
a  primitive  location.  A  mill  calculated  for  one  run  of  stones,  and 
a  saw  mill,  was  soon  commenced,  and  a  road  opened  from  four  miles 
west  of  Homellsville,  (west  line  of  Steuben)  to  Angelica-f  This 
road  was  cut  through  by  Silas  Ferry  and  John  Ayers.  The  saw 
mill  was  in  operation  in  1802,  the  grist  mill  in  1803.  A  framed 
dwelling  house  for  Mr.  Van  Wickle,  a  small  log  land  office,  and  a 
few  shantees  to  live  in,  were  also  erected.  Judge  Church  remembers 
that  the  transportation  of  his  mill  irons  from  Albany  to  Angelica, 
cost  96,00  per  cwt.  All  the  early  transporting  was  done  with 
sleighs  and  wagons,  from  Geneva  (80  miles ;)  with  light  loads,  a 
trip  would  generally  consume  seven  days.  In  1802,  Joseph  Taylor 
opened  a  tavern.  In  the  same  year.  Judge  Church  opened  a  small 
store,  which  was  managed  by  John  Gibson,  one  of  his  companions 
in  the  primitive  exploration,  who  now  survives,  a  resident  of  the 
neighborhood  of  Angelica,  aged  72  years.  John  Ayers  who  helped 
cut  out  the  first  road  leading  into  Angelica,  is  also  alive,  a  resident 
near  the  Transit  Bridge,  on  the  river.  In  1803  a  road  was  opened 
from  Angelica  to  Belvidere,  and  in  1805  was  continued  on  to  the 
present  site  of  Hobby  ville,  to  which  point  Dr.  Hyde  had  advanced 
and  erected  a  log  tavern  house.  This  was  in  1807 ;  the  road  was 
for  several  years  but  little  better  than  a  woods'  path. 


•"When  we  had  made  a  track  through  the  forest,"  sayg  Mr.  Stephen  Lusk,  of 
Pittsford,  wo  called  it  a  "whit*  man's  trail,  to  distinguish  it  from  the  Indian  traila." 

t  It  was  the  name  of  Mrs.  Philip  Schuyler — "  An-ffe-irwah-a-ka."  after  the  dauirh* 
tar  of  the  Indian  chief « San-gi-wa."  ©   ©  — ,  -5 
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From  the  coininencd«nent  of  settlement,  until  1805»  Allcgmr 
a  part  of  the  town  of  Leicester,  Ontario  county,  and  the  new 
had  to  go  to  the  old  village  of  Leicester  on  the  Genesee  liTccu 
Homersville,  to  town  meetiDg.  In  1805  what  is  now  ABefW 
countv.  was  erected  into  a  new  town,  and  called  Ansebca.  k 
April  of  that  year  the  first  town  meeting  was  held  at  the  booKC 
Joseph  Taylor.  Benjamin  Briggs  was  elected  supervisor.  Jacobs 
Holt,  town  clerk.  Other  town  officers :  —  John  T.  Hyde,  Dm 
Church,  Luke  Goodspeed,  Sylvester  Russel,  Elijah  Church,  Wm 
Barney,  Evert  Van  Wickle,  Joseph  Taylor,  Abisha  Cde,  WblS. 
Heydon,  Stephen  Waterman,  Thomas  Cole,  John  Bennett,  En 
Bacon,  George  Otto,  Jacob  S.  Holt. 

In  this  year  there  are  the  records  of  roads,  as  follows :  —  Thrai^ 
main  street  of  Angelica ;  from  Angelica  to  Indian  line,  or 
from  Angelica  to  south  line  of  Van  Campen's  farm ;  from 
to  Philipsburgh  mills ;  to  Philips  creek ;  to  Vandennark'k  cieck. 
to  Dike's  settlement. 

No  resolutions  were  passed  in  1805.  In  1806  Luke  Gcoipti 
was  supervisor.  It  wa3  resolved  that  *^  every  man^s  yard  sfaouU  k 
his  pound ;  '*  that  the  town  of  Angelica  should  pay  #2^  far  twm 
wolf  causrht  within  the  limits  of  the  town. 

At  the  first  election,  April,  1805,  John  Nicholas  had  16  vote*  for 
Senator :  for  members  of  Assemblv,  Alexander  Rhea,  had  30  toib. 
Ezra  Patterson  '25,  Daniel  W.  Lewis  16,  Jeremiah  Munson  11  In 
1806,  Daniel  W.  Lewis  as  a  candidate  for  Congress,  had  51  votes: 
for  the  Senate,  Joseph  Annin  42,  Evens  Wherey  39,  JotiaMc- 
Whorter  33,  Freegift  Patterson  33 ;  for  Assembly.  Philip  Chnrct 
62.  Timothy  Burt  35,  Philetus  Swift  33,  James  Reed  32.  AsiW 
Warner  30,  Joseph  MClure  6.  In  1807,  as  candidates  for  Govcnwr 
Morgan  Lewis  had  37  votes,  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  28. 

Judire  Church  spent  several  months  in  the  new  settlemecL  ic 
each  of  the  vears  ISOl,  '2,  '3,  and  '4.  In  1S03.  he  selected  as  la 
resilience,  a  location  upon  the  Genesee  River,  where  he  now 
four  niiies  tVom  Angelica,  which  was  named  Belvidere.  His  1 
fann  i>  a  beauiit'ul  sweep  of  flats,  table  and  up  land.  The  Jodi? 
who  in  his  j«rime,  was  somewhat  noted  for  athletic  feats,  is  5a*i%' 
have  kv»ked  out  the  favorite  spot,  by  climbing  tall  pine  trees  uroc  Uif 
hiirhlaniis.  The  winding  of  the  river  at  that  point,  and  the  rreco«* 
breaks  in  the  ranges  of  highlands  as  they  rise  from  the  valiev. 
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iCQcds  coItiTated  fiekk  a  fine  maasioa  with  its  Enstlsh  lawn,  culti- 
Tateii  i^roves^  orchards  and  eanieu5.  —  with  a  TarieiL  w  Jd  and  ro> 
mancic  landscape.  The  priuutiTe  trained  house — built  in  lif^OS  — 
whLcd  5tv<xi  toe  Tears,  an  outpc^t  ot'  ciTilliatioQ.  Ls  yet  preserved : 
it:<  jLTvhitecture.  it5  oid  fashknied  cm  nails,  mirkiiur  a  period  when  it 
OQiLst  have  ivx4ed  aInK«t  aristocratic.  Its  touciAier  still  lives,  but 
how  rT)ac y  ot*  the  eariy  Qien  o(f  the  Genesee  country^  who  have 
been  5rie[:ered  uiuier  that  veoerabie  roolil  have  loog  since  gone  to 
their  craves! 

Beiridere  is  retired  and  secluded,  even  now.  After  an  occupank 
ey  of  ceariy  half  a  century,  the  guest  of  its  hospitable  founder,  will 
o::eri  be  wuked  frvxu  his  slumbers,  bv  the  crack  ot^  the  ride,  and  the 
heroic z  ^^  hounds  upon  the  surroundings  hilbs^  How  must  it  have 
been  w^eu  mi*es  ot'  forest  intervened  between  it  acd  the  nearest 
K:*Ieaie:irs^  acid  those  settleiuents  far  awav  trooi  the  earlier  ones  of 
the  Cn?aesee  countrv ! 

I:i  I<Ooi.  Jud^  Church  married  the  daughter  of  General  Walter 
Scew.irc.  of  Philadelphia.*  traosterring  her  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
vears.  rnxu  citv  Lfe  and  its  associations^  to  the  far  odf  home  in  the 
wiideruess^  that  has  been  de^^cribed.  The  then  voum;  wife  —  the 
xkow  venerable  niatroa — remenibers  that  woods  joumey.  and  des- 
cires  :t.  even  in  a  vein  of  saietv  and  humor.  There  was  the  Ion:; 
AZki  tedious  x.Hiruev  mxn  Albanv  to  Geneva,  and  Bath :  then  the 
j^Hiii^:  wagon,  over  a  wo^xis axid  to  Hoctxetsville:  and  then  whan 
wheels  could  no  longer  t«  used,  the  hoc^hack  ride  over  what  was 
ba:  '^:tie  better  than  a  wood's  path,  to  Angelica,  and  her  new  hocne 
a:  Be>  idere.  Wi;h  a  charabcteristic  gallantry.  Thomas  Morris,  then 
the  acuve  prvnnoter  of  settlement  in  the  Genesee  country^  accom- 


»»▼  i:  'Jif  "Ts*.     >.  tfai*   aoc*.  Watfhi&ftou  with  <&sirict«niSh:  rbamrt.  Wip  J4r* 

W  i.  -.<:  Sm'v.c^  jMii  L^  Ceil  T^urr.  ix  xb^r  gLjuil  cvaiuA  la  fiMiCursiii^f  ^*<  ^^CT 
T\staz 
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paiued  her  in  this  her  bridal  tour  to  the  wOderaaB.  She  hai  ki 
fint  esperience  m  housekeeping  and  lived  far 
away  from  neighbori;  oAen  the  hnmiwi  of  her 
him  away  for  weeks ;  her  only  oompanioQ  a  oolared 
tic,  and  a  small  boy.*  She  made  an  early 
Indians  at  Canaedea,  and  was  a  fcvorite  with  them.  UpoBoat^ 
casion,  in  the  absence  c(  Judge  Chorch*  she  attended  mie  «f 
fcstirak,  contributing  to  it^  feast  out  of  her 
with  a  high  relish  their  Pagan  rites,  dances  and 
gave  her  as  a  name,  "Ye-nmi-he-a-wa»'*  orthe  *lnt 
has  come;"  havii^  reference  to  settlement  upon  the  imr.  Jaip 
Chorch  being  in  England  on  the  breakh^  out  of  the  warnf  n^M 
party  of  Canaedea  Indians,  headed  by  a  ciuef,  went  to  PdiidJ^ 
and  in  gratitode  for  Mrs.  Choreh's  kindness  to  their  people, 
to  keep  a  goard  aroond  her  hoose,  to  protect  her  fipom  the 
R^aiding  herself  as  secore  from  inTaaion,  in  the 
AOegany,  she  thanked  them  bat  declinec 

John  B.  Chmch  died  in  London,  in  181 
harch,  were : — John  B.  Chnreh,  % 
Alexander,  who  died  yoong,  and  Richaid, 
land.    His  daughters  became  the  wires  of  Bertram  P.  Cr«er.  if 
New  York,  and  Rodolpb  Banner,  late  of  Qswecoi 

The  family  of  Philip  Chnrch,  now  consists  of  John  R 
c(  New  York,  who  married  a  daughter  of  IVofesaor 
Walter  and  Henry  Church,  of  New  York ;  Philip  Church,  whoii^ 
sides  near  Belridere,  and  Richard  Church,  who  resides  at  the  bms* 
stead.  Daughters :  — Mrs.  John  Warren,  of  New  York,  Hn. 
Pendleton  Hoosick,  of  New  York,  and  an  unmarried  dawhler  ir 
siding  with  her  parents. 

The  southern  portion  of  aD  that  part  of  Allegany,  which  b  opa 
the  Holland  Purchase,  was  not  settled  until  just  preceding  the  n 
of  1812.  As  eariy  as  1804,  a  few  famOies  had  settled  at  dkaB,te 
no  road  from  Angelica  to  that  point  was  opened  until  1809  or  '10.  «i 
then  but  a  woods  road.    It  was  surveyed  by  Moaes  Tan  C 


.Tfc«»  WW  iiraeli  of  woiBmn*9  nstnre  in  her  rdIt.  m  1.  nr  aflv  v«w^  w  ^  •— - 
^■tioDmade  to  her.  exmarin^  aome  farprae  t&t  die  mold  te««  cnAvW  ff^« 
cfauce  — frimaKar  andsockl  citr  to  the  wood*:— -'Oh."  «id  riM^*"!  vw«aifc 
one  to  do  h.  I  had  romh.hMlth;  tb  be  me  it  w»  prvttT  iMfd  atfacbot^i^ 
tioMof  avife,towhKhwwiddedtlwaKtof  a  molhcr.  tooa  ranndfad  ■«  »  m 
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in  1815,  and  soon  after  settlers  dropped  in,  began  to  be  worked  by 
them  and  the  proprietors  of  Olean ;  though  when  it  began,  in  1816, 
'17,  to  be  thronged  with  western  emigrants  on  their  way  to  embark 
upon  the  Allegany,  it  was  only  by  sleighing  they  could  get  along 
comfortably ;  when  that  left  them,  as  it  often  did,  they  plodded 
through  sloughs,  and  over  stumps  and  roots,  making  slow  progress. 
There  are  emigrants  on  the  Ohio  and  Wabash  and  in  southern  Illinois, 
who  remember  their  early  journey  through  the  woods  of  Allegany 
and  Cattaraugus,  as  by  far  the  most  tr}*ing  scene  they  encountered 
upon  their  journey.  Soon  after  181 G,  a  state  road  was  laid  there, 
the  state  making  a  small  appropriation,  but  the  pay  for  its  construc- 
tion principally  made  dependent  upon  the  proceeds  of  tolls.  It  was 
completed  in  1822.  The  road  was  principally  built  by  David  D. 
Howe. 

In  1805  Judge  Church  purchased  and  had  drove  to  Belvidere  twen- 
ty-four sheep.  Arriving  late  in  the  evening,  they  were  folded  close 
by  the  house.  In  the  morning  a  brother-in-law,  from  New  York, 
being  his  guest,  he  mvited  him  out  early  to  see  them.  Approaching 
the  pen,  they  found  19  of  the  24  lying  dead.  The  wolves  had 
tracked  them  in,  and  made  the  havoc.  As  is  .usual,  where  they 
have  a  plenty  of  victims^  they  had  only  bitten  the  throats,  and  ex- 
hausted the  blood.  The  woods  of  Allegany  were  especially  the 
haunts  of  wild  beasts ;  trapping  and  hunting  was  a  serious  diver- 
sion of  the  new  settlers,  from  the  work  of  improvement. 

In  early  years,  the  Post-office  nearest  Angelica,  was  at  Bath,  40 
miles  distant.  The  citizens  clubbed,  and  contracted  with  William 
Barney  to  make  the  trip,  carrying  letters  and  papers  once  a  month. 
A  blind  boy  of  Mr.  Barney  made  the  trips,  until  he  was  killed  by  a 
fall  from  his  horse. 

There  was  no  physician  in  Allegany,  in  the  earliest  years  ;  Judge 
Church  says  he  brought  in  a  medicine  chest,  and  "  Buchan's  Family 
Medicine,"  and  occasionally  made  prescriptions.  The  nearest  phy- 
sician. Dr.  Niles,  in  Steuben  county.  The  first  settled  physician  in 
Angelica,  was  Dr.  Ellis,  who  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  Southworth, 
now  of  Lockport. 

The  primitive  religious  meetings  were  held  in  the  loft  of  Judge 
Church's  store  house,  by  the  Rev.  Andrew  Grey.  "  He  was  a  broad 
shouldered  man,"  says  Judge  Church,  "of  extraordinary  muscular 
power ;   I  remember  his  getting  no  earnest  on  one  occasion,  in  en- 
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forcing  reliirious  precepts  upon  his  backwoods  consregatkKL  iac  i 
his  gestures,  he  knocked  oar  store  desk  to  pieces,  that  we  eiT»  !■ 
for  a  pulpit." 

That  part  of  the  Morris'  Reserve,  in  Allegany,  which  cL^^:>.iiri 
the  Church  Tract,  was  six  miles  wide,  lying  east  of.  and  *?.»iac 
the  Holland  Company's  lands.  In  the  division  among  M.r  M'?3 
creditors,  another  tract,  six  miles  wide,  containing  150.000  vra 
fell  into  the  hands  of  Sterritt  and  Harrison,  merchants  of  Rtjaa^ 
phia ;  and  in  turn,  this  was  cut  up  into  small  tracts  aod  i-rtid 
among  their  creditors.  This  large  tract  was  mostly  kept  <-c  rf 
market  until  after  1815.  South  of  the  Church  and  Sterri::  net 
on  the  Pennsylvania  line,  is  another  tract  of  37.000  acnes,  v^ 
fell  into  the  hands  of  Willing  &  Francis,  also  merchants  nf  Kx 
delphia :  Mr.  Willing,  of  the  firm,  was  President  of  the  t4d  VzM 
States  Bank. 

The  first  settlement  founded  after  Angelica,  was  at  Van  Caffl:«f 
creek,  in  the  direction  of  Olean.  This  name  was  given  durr-raB 
primitive  advent  of  Mr.  Church,  in  honor  of  his  woods' corar^uioiL 
Mr.  Van  Campen.  Harrison  and  Higgins  were  the  first  sritba 
Six  or  seven  miles  up  the  river,  above  Philipsburgh.  a  settiemfsc 
was  commenced  by  JrKpph  and  Silas  Knieht.  The  first  seti-^ifffi: 
down  the  river,  was  founde*!  bv  the  Sandfords. 

No  new  counir\-  has  probably  ever  been  opened  for  sale  ir»:  »■'• 
tlement.  that  had  as  rugcred  features,  as  much  of  dilEcu'rv  :■■  r»r- 
come,  as  the  territor}*  which  comprises  the  count v  of  ATeci^' 
Heavily  timbered  throughout,  with  the  exception  of  small  «:*  "j  c- 
on  the  river,  it  was  many  years  before  the  roots  were  ou:  «?  is  v 
admit  of  easy  cultivation.  The  new  settlements  in  all  ear>  vnn 
were  extremely  isolated.  The  wide  forests  of  the  Hi^lljisc  Pi- 
chase  bordering  upon  them,  had  been  but  little  broken  inla  »s  Itf 
as  lS09or  '10.  and  after  that  for  manvvears,  settlement  ur-"-  '.aeE 
advanced  but  slowlv.  When  the  settlers  becan  to  have  acv  tiar 
to  dispose  of.  they  had  no  market,  but  such  as  invo!ve-i  a  nz\^ 
cost  of  transportation,  over  long  woods,  roads,  and  od  ar.i  i-7« 
steep  hills.  The  vent-  earliest  years,  however,  were  tar  m  re  yry 
perous  than  a  Ions  perioil  that  succeeded.  Black  salts.  t»-<  uc 
pearl  ashes,  and  irrain  could  be  taken  to  HomelUviCe.  arri  rrc 
thence  go  to  Baltimore,  where  it  would  command  cash,  TKj«rA3f 
for  a  few  years,  pretty  brisk  times  ;  but  the  naTigation  was  prear- 
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ous,  and  at  best,  had  in  each  season  but  a  short  duration ;  and 
soon  came  on  European  wars,  the  embargo  to  bear  especially  heavy 
upon  the  enterprise  and  prosperity  that  had  begun  to  dawn  in  the 
secluded  backwoods.  Pine  lumber,  was  good  for  nothing,  beyond 
tlie  home  uses  of  the  new  settlers.  It  was  too  far  from  the  naviga- 
ble waters  of  the  Allegany,  even  if  there  had  been  roads  ;  and  too 
far  from  the  northern  older  settlements,  to  allow  of  any  considerable 
market  in  that  direction.  The  best  of  pine  trees,  instead  of  being 
any  help  to  the  new  settler,  was  a  great  hindrance,  for  they  constitute 
the  most  difficult  clearing  of  new  lands  that  is  encountered.  The 
first  considerable  market  for  the  pine  lumber  of  Allegany,  was  at 
Mt.  Morris  and  Dansville,  after  the  completion  of  the  Genese  Val- 
ley canal  to  those  points. 

Independent  of  other  hindrances  to  prosperity — or  especially  to 
agricultural  improvement  —  two  prominent  ones  have  existed :  — 
The  mountains,  the  valleys  and  the  streams,  had  attractions  for  the 
hunter,  the  trapper  and  the  fisherman,  and  slow  progress  in  felling 
the  forest,  neglected  fields,  and  dilapidated  log  tenements,  were  the 
consequences.  The  free  use  of  whiskey  in  all  the  new  settlements 
of  the  Genesee  country,  was  a  curse  and  a  blight,  the  consequences 
of  which  —  the  manner  that  it  retarded  prosperity  and  improve- 
ment—  the  strong  men  that  it  made  weak — the  woe  and  the  sor- 
row that  it  carried  to  the  log  cabins  of  the  wilderness —  would  form 
a  theme  that  might  be  regarded  as  an  innovation  here ;  but  elsewhere, 
in  its  appropriate  place,  would  '*  point  a  moral,"  though  it  would  not 
"adorn  a  tale."  Especially  was  this  an  evil  where  men  were 
attracted  by  the  causes  that  have  been  named,  from  legitimate  pur- 
suits. The  other  local  hindrance  succeeded  when  lumbering  be- 
came a  sufficient  object  to  draw  men  away  from  agricultural  im- 
provements. 

Soon  after  1807»  a  serious  embarrassment  was  added  to  other 
difficulties  upon  the  Church  tract,  which  constituted  nearly  all  the 
settled  portions  of  Allegany.  John  B.  Church,  who  was  then  resi- 
ding in  New  York,  became  embarrassed,  principally  in  consequence 
of  French  spoliations  upon  American  commerce ;  having  made 
large  ventures  as  an  underwriter.*     The  title  of  one  half  of  the 

^His  heiis  have  now  lam,  and  as  it  would  seem  just  claim  upon  our  govcroment, 

Swin^  out  of  this.    By  Treaty  with  France,  our  government  asBumed  payment  of 
claunflL 
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100,000  acre  tract,  was  in  his  son,  Philip  Church,  but  there  hac 
no  division ;  a  mixed  interest  was  assigned  to  trustees,  for  the  t 
of  his  creditors,  and  there  was  no  final  division  and  aettlemen 

1815.  In  all  this  time  there  was  a  distrust  of  title,  whicJ 
dered  settlement,  and  created  an  unsettled  state  ef  things,  a 
same  cause  always  will. 

The  war  of  1812  prostrated  all  of  enterprise  and  progress 
the  newly  settled  portions  of  the  Genesee  country,  where  the 
no  surplus  produce,  were  consumers  instead  of  producers.  Tb 
settlements  of  Allegany  furnished  their  full  quota  of  menR 
frontier,  drawn  from  feeble  settlements,  where  they  could  lei 
well  s]>ared  ;  some  were  left  upon  battle  fields,  died  in  hospit 
returned  to  die  of  disease  contracted  upon  the  frontier.  Peai 
but  just  been  concluded,  when  the  cold  and  untoward  seas 

1816,  came  upon  them,  its  biting  frosts  upon  hill  and  valli 
stroying  all  their  hopes  of  sustenance,  creating  distress-  and 
driving,  in  many  instances,  men  to  the  game  in  the  forest,  the 
the  streams,  and  wild  roots  and  herbs,  as  their  only  resources  t 
off  a  famine.  Independent  of  their  own  sufferings  and  priv 
they  had  quartered  upon  ihem  the  poor  Indians  of  Canaedea,wh 
reduced  to  the  extremity  of  want.  Then  came  propitious  » 
life  and  activity ;  for  a  few  years  a  tide  of  emigration  flowed  \l 
their  midst,  on  their  way  to  Olean,  and  down  the  Allegany,  cr 
a  home  market  for  their  produce.     This  lasted,  gradually  ded 


PHKLPS  AND  GOBHAM's  PURCHASE.         457 

newed  enterprise  and  rapid  progress.  Long  almost  a  "  terra  incogni- 
tia"  her  near  neighbors  on  the  "  northern  plains,"  her  soil,  her  climate, 
pure  water  and  pure  atmosphere,  is  beginning  to  be  appreciated ; 
and  she  will  soon  occcupy  a  better  relative  position  in  the  empire 
region  of  the  Empire  State. 


CHAPTER  X. 


THE  PIONEER  PRINTERS  AND  NEWSPAPERS. 


Mr.  Williamson  was  directly  connected  with  the  introduction  of  the 
printing  press  into  the  Genesee  country.  The  two  first  newspapers  were  es- 
tablished under  his  auspices  and  patronage.  Early  in  January,  1796,  he  pro- 
cured from  Northumberland  or  Sunbury,  in  Pennsylvania,  a  second  hand 
newspaper  office,  and  enlisted  as  printers  and  publishers,  Wni.  Kersey  *  and 
James  Edie.  They  issued  "The  Bath  Gazette  and  Genesee  Advertiser.'' 
This  was  the  first  newspaper  published  in  western  New  York. 

In  the  same  year,  he  induced  Lucius  Carey,  who  had  been  i)ublishing  a 
pi^r  at  Newburg,  to  sell  out  and  establish  himself  at  Geneva.  Mr.  Carey 
fonrarded  his  printing  materials  by  water,  and  came  himself,  with  his  house- 
hold goods,  by  land.  On  his  arrival,  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Williamson  at  Albany, 
that  he  had  ended  a  long  and  expensive  journey ;  arrived,  and  found  his 
house  unfinished,  and  no  room  provided  for  his  officcf    He  got  settled  during 

*  It  is  presumed  that  Mr.  Eeraey  may  have  had  a  connection  with  the  paper,  not  as 
printer,  but  aa  one  of  Mr.  Williamson's  agents  at  Bath.  He  was  a  Friend,  as  would 
mpear  by  his  letters.  In  one  of  them.wnttcn  to  Mr.  Williamson  at  Albany,  he  speaks 
m  nsving  located  some  new  settlers,  and  at  the  same  time,  asks  for  some  new  type, 
fusing  that  the  type  they  have  broup^ht  from  Pennsylvania  is  "old  and  worn."  "We, 
on  considering  the  case,  conclude  it  is  best  to  have  a  sufficient  quantity  of  new  type  to 
complete  the  office,  so  that  wo  may  do  business  in  good  fashion ;  therefore  request  tibat 
in  addition  to  ^e  order  by  Capt  Coudry,  thou  may  be  pleased  to  send  us  as  soon  as 
may  be,  300  weight  of  small  pica  or  bourgeois.  We  have  some  encouragement  to  pur- 
ine the  business,  but  many  of  our  patrons  complain  of  the  badness  of  the  prints  and 
tint  not  without  sufficient  cause.'*  He  was  at  Uie  time  one  of  the  Judges  of  Steuben, 
■id  informs  Mr.  Williamson  that  he  and  his  associates  had  been  indicted  by  the  Grsnd 
Jury,  "  for  not  holding  an  election  at  the  Painted  Post  for  a  representative  in  Con- 


t "  The  Pioneer  printer  was  in  ill  humor.  He  says  to  Mr.  Williamson : — I  am  now 
hring  idle,  and  how  long  I  shall,  I  cannot  say,  only  for  the  want  <^  a  room  to  work 
Siilly  kooM  was  to  be  done  in  July,  and  it  ii  a  mortifying  reflection  to  me  to  hare 

29 


i 


458 


TBSLVB   AJim  GOBHAU  B   PUBOHABE. 


the  winter,  however,  and  in  Aptil,  1^67,  brought  out  the  firet  nu 
"  Ontario  Gazette  and  Geoeseo  Advertifler."  The  paper  was  Co 
about  a  yew  and  a  half  at  Oenwa,  after  which  it  was  removed  t 
gua,  and  continued  until  1802,  when  the  ofiice  was  sold,  and  the 
paper  changed  to  "Westeni  Repository  and  Geneeeo  Advei 
.Carey  died  in  CanAndai^a,  in  1804.  • 

JaiiiRS  K.  Gould  was  the  immediate  Buccetear  of  Mr.  Care; 
1803,  he  issued  " for  the proprietora,"  the  "Western  Repository 
«ee  Advertiser."  In  August,  1803,  Mr.  Gould,  in  company  will 
Piwt,  purchased  the  eetablishment,  and  changed  the  title  to  "  Wet 
lyrj."  In  October,  1804,  this  partnerahip  was  dissoU-ed,  aii' 
Bemis  took  the  place  of  Mr.  Poet.  Mr.  Gould  dying  in  Man-I 
paper  was  continued  by  Mr.  Bemis,  with  only  a  alight  change 
twenty-one  yeani.  The  japer  is  still  publishal,  being  now  the 
paper  in  wet4em  New  York.  The  immediate  succeaeora  of  Ur. 
Ohaunci'y  Mon«;  and  Samuel  Ward,  the  former  of  whom  was  ; 

law  of  Mr.  B.,  and  the  latter  a  nephew,     Mr. Harvey  was  ; 

nNM)ciate<t  with  Mr.  Morse  in  its  publication.  The  present  cilitor  a' 
is  Geoi^  L.  Whitney, 

In  1803,  Sylvester  Tiflany  established  in  Canandaigua,  the  C 
man.  Ho  was  from  Now  Hampshire;  liis  wife,  one  of  tlie  well 
ly  of  Ralatons,  of  that  State.  For  several  years  before  settling  : 
gua,  Mr.  TitTany  had  published  a  paper  at  Niagara,  U.  C.  Ho  v 
alye,^rsclerk  of  Ontario  county.  He  died  in  1611.  Hia  wid 
\ives,  a  resident  of  Rochester,  The  suniving  sons  are :  —  Svlvi 
an  early  merchant  in  Le  Roy ;  Geozpie  A.  Tittimy,  wlio  married  a 
Mrs.  IJerry,  at  Avon,  and  now  resides  in  Wisconsin ;  Aloxatidc 
who  studied  law  in  Cananduigiut,  married  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Ga 
and  is  now  Judge  Tiflkny,  of  Adrian,  Michigan.  Dean  O. 
youngest  son,  was  a  tlerk  in  the  book  store  of  James  D.  ItcniJs  c 
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Of  the  large  number  of  printers,  most  of  whom  have  been,  or  are  now, 
conductors  of  newspapers,  who  served  their  apprentK^eshijis  with  Messrs. 
Bemis  and  Stevens,  the  names  of  the  following  occur  to  the  author :  —  Oran 
Follett,  David  M.  Day,  Lewis  H.  Redfield,  Hezokiah  and  Smith  Salisbury, 
A.  H.  Bennett,  Thomas  B.  Bamum,  Randall  Meacham,  Jolin  Van  Sice,  Ed- 
ward Van  Cleve,  John  Gilbert,  Elisha  Starr,  beside  many  others  of  a  later 
period ;  and  the  Author  of  this  work,  in  part 

Eben  Eaton,  a  brother  of  General  Eaton,  was  the  successor  of  Mr,  Carey 
at  Geneva.  He  started  a  paper  in  1800,  called  "The  impaitial  Observer 
and  Seneca  Museum." 

James  Bogert  came  to  Geneva  in  1 806.  He  sensed  his  apprenticeship  in 
the  old  office  of  T.  &  J.  Swords,  New  York.  In  November,  1806,  he  is- 
sued the  first  number  of  the  "  Expositor,"  which  was  continued  until  1809, 
when  he  changed  the  title  to  "  Geneva  Gazette."  He  conducted  the  paper 
for  over  twenty-seven  years,  retiring  from  it  in  1833.  Next  to  Mr.  Bemis, 
he  is  the  oldest  survivor  of  the  conductors  of  the  press  in  western  New  York. 
He  was  a  fjood  printer  and  editor,  and  in  all  respects,  a  worthy  member  of 
the  "craft.^'  He  was  upon  the  frontier  in  tlie  war  of  1812,  bearing  the  com- 
mission of  Captain  in  the  regiment  of  Colonel  Peter  Allen,  and  was  after-' 
wsrds  commissioned  as  a  Colonel.  After  retiring  ftx)m  the  Gazette,  he  was 
for  five  years  Collector  of  Canal  Tolls  at  Geneva. 

James  D.  Bemis  may  justly  be  regared  as  the  father  of  the  press  of  west- 
ern New  York :  and  this  not  only  with  reference  to  his  early  and  long  con- 
tinned  connection  with  it,  but  with  farther  reference  to  the  large  number  of 
printers  who  have  gone  out  from  under  his  instniction ;  his  character  as  a  man, 
and  as  a  member  of  a  local  crafl,  the  dignity  and  respectability  of  which  he 
haa  in  so  large  a  degree  maintained.     He  was  a  native  of  New  Hampshire; 
though,  if  the  author  rightly  recollects,  he  ser\'ed  his  apprenticeship  in  Al- 
bany.    Soon  after  arriving  at  his  majority,  in  the  winter  of  1803,  he  left 
Albany  with  a  small  stock  of  books  and  stationery,  intending  to  locate  in 
Canada,  but  arriving  in  Canandaigua,  was  induced  by  the  favorable  prospects 
held  out  there,  to  make  it  his  permanent  home.    [See  his  own  cotemporary 
account  of  his  advent,  Appendix,  No.  19.]    Soon  engaging  with  Mr.  GK>uld 
in  the  Repository,  he  sold  his  stock  of  books  and  stationery  to  Myron  HoUey ; 
but  it  was  not  long  before  he  connected  book-selling  with  printing,  and  for 
many  years  was  not  only  the  editor  and  publisher  of  the  most  successful 
newspaper  in  western  New  York,  but  he  enjoyed  almost  a  monopoly  in  the 
printing  of  handbills,  blanks,  in  the  sale  of  books,  and  in  the  business  of 
lK)ok-binding,  in  a  wide  region.    All  of  this  was  managed  by  a  close  applica- 
tion to  business,  in  a  careful,  systematic  manner,  peculiar  to  the  man.    No 
one  connected  with  the  newspaper  press  in  western  New  York,  has  been  more 
suooeaslul,  and  no  one^  better  deserved  success. 

Mr.  Bcmois  still  survives,  having  reached  his  7 0th  year.  Sincerely  is  it  la- 
mented by  a  wide  circle  of  friends — and  especially  by  those  who  have  known 
him  most  intimately;  many  of  whom  owe  him  gratitude  as  well  as  respect — 
that  the  evening  of  his  long  and  useful  life  is  clouded  with  misfortune.  He 
has  been  for  a  considerable  period  an  inmate  of  an  institution  at  Brattleboro^ 
y  t,  nnder  treatment  for  the  cure  of  physical  infirmities,  in  which  his  once 
well  balanced  mind  in  some  degree  participates.  *  He  married  in  early  life; 
Ills  wife  still  sornres.    An  onlj  son  is  Qeoige  W,  Bemis  of  CanaiKJaigns, 
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100,000  acre  trad,  was  in  hii  son,  FluIipCliiircil,  but  AereU 
Dodivision;  amiied  interest  was  asrigned  to  U  mice 
of  his  creditors,  and  there  was  no  final  dirisioo  and 
1815.    In  an  this  time  there  was  a  distmst  of  tide, 
dered  settlement,  and  created  an  imseltlfid  state  «f 
same  cause  alwavs  wiD. 

The  war  of  1812  prostrated  aD  of  enteipiiae  and  prop«B  kd 
the  ne^y  settled  portions  of  the  Genesee  coimtnr,  where  ffaeriri 
no  sorfrfos  prodnoe,  were  oonsomen  instead  of  prodwcen-    Titles 
settlements  of  Allegany  fiimished  their  fidi  cpiota  <if  nenkt  ti 
firontier,  drawn  Irom  feeUe  settlements,  wheie  ther  eooid  leas  h 
weD  spared ;  some  were  left  upon  batde  fields,  died  in  hns|MTis  t 
returned  to  die  of  disease  contracted  upon  the  firomies.    Feaeenc 
but  just  been  concluded,  when  the  cold  and  mitowaid  seasoa  i 
1816»  came  upon  them,  its  bitii^  firosts  upon  liiQ  and  Talkr.* 
strqying  all  their  hopes  of  sustenance,  creating  distress-  and  nit 
driFiDg,  in  many  instances,  men  to  the  game  in  the  forest,  the  idka 
the  streams,  and  wild  roots  and  herbs,  as  their  only 
off  a  famine.    Independent  of  their  own  sofierings  and 
they  had  quartered  upon  them  the  poor  Indians  of  Caoaedea,«h> 
reduced  to  the  extremity  of  wanL     Then  came  propitiosa 
life  and  activity ;  for  a  few  years  a  tide  of  emigration  flowed 
their  midst,  on  their  way  to  CKean,  and  down  the  Allegany, 
a  home  market  for  their  produce.     This  lasted,  gradually 
until  the  Erie  canal  had  reached  its  western  terminas, 
tion  was  entirely  diverted,  and  their  main  roads  and  pobSic 
were  deserted.     The  Erie  canal  so  difliisive  in  its  benefiiL 
iating  to  life  and  activity,  in  all  other  localities  of  wester 
but  came  to  crush  the  hopes,  and  depress  the  energies  of  the  petfir 
of  Alletrany  and  Cattaraugus.      Re<!overing  from  its  fiisl  cAa 
gradually,  and  remotely,  its  benefits  began  to  reach  them,  erca  Ir 
fore  the  coDstructioD  of  the  Valley  canal. 

It  is  after  almost  a  half  century's  struggle,  but  far  AAegaay  ihr 
"*  better  time"  has  come.  The  whistle  of  the  steam  can  are  tfs^ 
ling  the  deer  that  yet  linger  in  her  forests ;  the  edioes  of  thebstf- 
man's  horn,  ere  these  imperfect  annals  will  israe  from  the  presLsei 
be  sounding  along  the  valley  of  the  upper  Genesee ;  the  dari  fce^a 
are  rapidly  disappearing ;  the  neat  framed  house  is  taking  the  piaoe  ^ 
the  moss  covered  log  cabin;  all  is  putting  on  the  appearanoeaf  !»> 
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EXTRACT  FROM  MANUSCRIPTS  IN  THE  JESUITS*  COLLEGE  AT  aUEBEC. 


Oir  tilie  Sth  of  Febraarj,  1663,  about  half  past  five  o'clock  in  the  evening,  a  great 
meihing  noise  was  heard  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  Canada.  This  noise  caused 
the  people  to  run  out  of  their  houses  into  the  streets,  as  if  their  habitations  had  been 
on  fire ;  but,  instead  of  flames  or  smoke,  they  were  surprised  to  iee  the  walls  reeling 
backward  and  forward,  and  the  stones  moying  as  if  Uiey  were  detached  from  each 
other.  The  timbers,  rafters  and  planks  cracked.  The  earth  trembled  violentlj,  and 
caused  the  stakes  of  the  palisades  and  palings  to  dance,  in  a  manner  that  would  have 
been  incredible,  had  we  not  actually  seen  it  in  many  places.  It  was  at  this  moment 
'  every  oue  ran  out  of  doors.  Then  were  to  be  seen  animals  flying  in  every  directlou ; 
children  crying  and  screaming  in  the  streets ;  men  and  women,  seized  with  affright, 
'  stood  horror-struck  with  the  dreadful  scene  before  them,  unable  to  move,  and  ignor- 
ant where  to  fly  for  refuge  from  the  tottering  walls  and  trembliag  earth,  which  threat- 
ened every  instant  to  craA  them  to  death,  or  sink  them  into  a  profound  and  immeas- 
urable abyss.  Some  threw  themselves  on  their  knees  in  the  snow,  crossing  their  breasts, 
and  calling  on  their  saints  to  relieve  them  from  the  danger  with  which  they  were  sur- 
rounded. Others  passed  the  rest  of  this  dreadful  night  in  prayer ;  for  the  earthquake 
ceased  not,  but  continued  at  short  intervals,  with  a  certain  undulating  impulse,  resem^ 
bling  the  waves  of  the  ocean ;  and  the  same  qimlmish  sensations^  or  sickness  at  the 
stomach,  was  felt  during  the  shocks^  as  is  experienced  in  a  vessel  at  sea. 

**  The  violence  of  the  earthquake  was  greatest  in  the  forest,  where  it  appeared  as  if 
there  was  a  battle  raging  between  the  trees ;  for  not  only  their  branches  were  destroy- 
ed, but  even  their  trunks  are  said  to  have  l>een  detached  from  their  places,  and  dashed 
against  each  other  with  inconceivable  violence  and  confusion — so  much  so,  that  the 
Indians,  in  their  figurative  manner  of  speaking,  declared  that  all  the  forests  were  drunk. 
The  war  also  seemed  to  be  carried  on  between  the  mountains,  some  of  which  were 
torn  from  their  beds  and  thrown  upon  others,  leaving  imracose  chasms,  in  the  places 
from  whence  they  had  issued,  and  the  very  trees  with  which  they  were  covered,  sunk 
down,  leaving  only  their  tops  above  the  surface  of  the  earth  ;  others  were  completely 
overturned,  their  branches  buried  in  the  earth,  and  the  roots  only  remained  above 
ground.  During  this  general  wreck  of  nature,  the  ice  upward  of  six  feet  thick, 
was  rent  and  thrown  up  in  large  pieces,  and  from  the  openings  in  many  parts 
there  isued  tliiek  clouds  of  smoke,  or  fountains  of  dirt  and  sand,  which  spouted  up  to 
a  very  considerable  height  The  springs  were  either  choked  up,  or  impregnated  with 
sulphur ;  many  riv«XB  were  totally  lost ;  others  were  diverted  from  their  courses,  and 
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made  a  plunge,  it  rose  from  the  bottom  and  became  a  small  island,  forming  with  the 
shore  a  convenient  harbor,  well  sheltered  from  all  winds.  Lower  down  the  river, 
toward  Point  Alouettes,  an  entire  forest  of  considerable  extent,  was  loosened  from  the 
main  bank  and  slid  into  the  river  St  Lawrence,  where  the  trees  took  fresh  root  There 
are  three  cii-cumstances,  however,  wliich  have  rendered  this  extraordinary  earthquake 
particularly  remarkable :  —  The  first  is  its  duration,  it  having  continued  from  February 
to  August,  that  is  to  say,  more  than  six  months  almost  without  iutermission.  It  is 
true,  the  nliocks  wete  not  always  equally  violent  In  several  places,  as  toward  the 
mountains  behind  Q  ubec,  the  thuuderiug  noise  and  trembling  motion  continued  suc- 
cessively for  a  considerable  time.  In  others,  as  toward  Tadoussac,  the  shock  contin- 
ued generally  for  two  or  three  days  at  a  time,  with  much  violence. 

The  second  circumstance  relates  to  the  extent  of  this  earthquake,  which  we  believe, 
was  universal  throughout  the  whole  of  New  P'rance,  for  we  learn  that  it  was  felt  from 
L'Isle  Perce  and  Gaspe,  which  are  situated  at  the  mouth  of  the  St  Lawrence,  to  be- 
yond Montreal ;  as  also  in  New  England,  Arcadia,  and  other  places  more  remote.  As 
fiir  as  it  has  come  to  our  knowledge,  this  earthquake  extended  more  than  600  miles  in 
length,  and  about  300  in  breadth.  Hence,  180,000  square  miles  of*  land  were  convul- 
sed in  the  same  day,  and  at  the  same  moment.  • 

The  third  circumstance,  which  appears  the  most  remarkable  of  all,  regards  the  ex- 
traordinary protection  of  Divine  Providence,  which  has  been  extended  to  us  and  our 
habitations ;  for  we  have  seen  near  us  the  large  openings  and  chasms  which  the  earth- 
quake occasioned,  and  the  prodigious  extent  of  country  which  has  been  either  totally 
loot  or  hideously  convulsed,  without  our  loosing  either  man,  wonum,  or  child,  or  even 
having  a  hair  of  their  head  touched." 


[NO.  2.] 

DE    NONVILLE's   invasion    OF   THE    GENESEE    COUNTRY. 


Succeeding  M.  do  la  Barre,  the  Governor,  De  NonviUe,  had  immediately  commenced 
peace  negotiations  with  the  Senecas ;  at  times  there  seemed  every  prospect  of  a  favora- 
ble iasue ;  but  the  English  Governor,  Dongan,  was  evidently  throwing  every  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  peace.  Had  he  been  otherwise  disposed,  a  powerful  influence  was 
brought  to  bear  upon  him  :  The  English  traders  had  approached  the  productive  hunt- 
in|;  grounds  of  Western  New  York  ;  and  were  stimulated  by  the  prospect  of  gain  which 
tiiey  afforded  ;  and  this  region  was  their  only  practicable  avenue  of  approach  to  the 
still  more  extensive  field  of  Indian  trade  around  the  borders  of  the  western  Lakes. 
The  mercenary  views  of  the  English  traders  predominated  over  any  regard  for  the 
peace  of  their  colony.  The  sale  of  poor  English  brandy  to  the  Indians,  and  the  ac- 
qnisition  of  rich  packs  of  beaver  were  considerations  with  them  paramount  to  those  which 
involved  questions  of  peace  or  war  between  France  and  England.  They  of  course 
were  not  the  peace  counsellors  of  Gov.  Dongan.    .  ip 

France  and  De  Nonville  had  a  faithful  helper,  in  the  person  of  the  Jesuit  Father 
Lamberville,  who  had  been  for  sixteen  years  located  as  a  missionary,  at  Onondaga, 
the  central  canton  of  the  Iroquois.  He  had,  not  unworthily,  acquired  great  influence, 
and  he  exercised  it  in  favor  of  peace.  He  had  perseveringly  endeavored  to  prevent 
the  introduction  of  spiritous  liquors  among  *he  Indians  ,*  had  foretold  its  consequences^ 
and  in  all  things  else  had  proved  their  friend.    Pending  the  vialt  of  M  de  la  Barre  to 
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thesaooesBorctf  his  father  as  a  bookseller,  who  Has  raoentlj  been  appontai 
DqNity  U.  8.  MarshalL  Dau^ters  became  the  wiTee  oi  Tbaddeni  Clafi 
of  C«nand«agna>  and  Wul  B,  reck,  a  hocka^Oetci  New  Tock,  reeodr  \ 
BuflUa 


*  In  the  abeenoe  of  the  infirmitieB  alliided  to,  be  would,  peihapi^  bsfe  been  tktlii 
torianofthiBloealTeeion.  In  a  letter  to  the  aatbor  of  this  wotl[,  about  the  peno4  k 
was  eommencingthe  nistoiy  of  the  Holland  Purcfaaee,  be  cemmended  the 


and  added: — "The  western  part  of  our  great  State  is  foil  of  intguiS  in  its  fifty  y 
career,  whether  we  consider  the  erents  of  that  period,  or  ihrn  cfaamctar  of  na  sli 


acted  their  parts  in  tzansfimning  their  conntiy  fit>m  a  wildemaM  to  what  ii 

phatically  tne  oAnnn  or  the  &ate.  I  only  wanted  two  tbingjs  in  mj  powfr  to4 
namelj:  to  die  as  the  oldest  editor  in  westem  New  ToriL  (wbiA  I  anu)  and  tsvoh 
its  hkloiT." 


[XVD  OF  GBNXRAL  HI8T0ET  OF  FHXLFS  AVD  OOnHAM*!  FOXCnill.] 
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BXTXACT  nOX  XAXTBCBim  IX  TB£  JCSCITS*  GOLLXfil  AT  aCSBlC. 


CW  tile  5ch  of  Tnhnarr,  l$SX  aboat  haU  pMt  &▼«  o*dii^  m  tk*  evvuD|^  a  gitat 
ro9Jii::ar  n«'<:<i*  w;»  Iwaid  tknxichrat  tk*  wfac4e  «ztvttt  of  CuuJsl  Tltti  now  CKMvd 
thtf  r^^<i-A«f  u>  rin  v.«c:  of  their  huHues  into  the  iCnwt^  w  if  their  habitations  had  he«D 
oa  tL-v  .  but.  Liuftmd  of  l!anw«  or  tmohiK  thej  wre  sorpmed  to  aw  the  valk  rwhri^ 
bock-w^ini  ard  sL*rvani  and  the  stoMH  monn^  w  if  thej  wrv  decachcd  fivat  eatfh 
ochtT  Tlhr  timNfn^  raftvn  aad  plaaks  cradked  The  earth  tremhted  Twlentlr.  aod 
caTi-^^i  the  <aki>f»  oi  the  palbwdw  aad  palixi«»  ti»  daavv.  ia  a  maiuer  that  voitkl  har^ 
Kwn  LncTviUble.  had  ve  not  actuallr  ««&  it  m  onaj  pbcva.  I:  vaa  a{  thv  BMBaer.; 
ewrx  '-^e  nn  vmt  of  doom  Then  wr«  to  b«  teen  animaU  drin^  in  eTvnr  dinctio;: . 
choirvn  om'j;f  and  scrvamxnjr  ia  the  «tz«ett:  men  aad  vomen.  teiaed  vith  af&i^h:. 
Tft.>>i  ht  rT<T-<trA*k  vith  the  d2««dfol  «cime  he&ire  them,  unable  Uft  i»«t«.  and  ^or- 
a£:  wb>f rv  : '  f.r  ii^r  rv^-^  frvm  the  tottering  valk and  trvmbUait  eartk  whkh  tknn:- 
eci^i  ifT^rr  itL»:ant  to  cmh  them  to  death,  or  sink  dkem  into  a  pruibtind  aad  iniaieai' 
an*"  ''■  iV  >  ^*v  S«.^ me  threw  the3;.'«elTVi«  on  their  kn«>e»  ia  the  «bov.  orwMn^  their  bcvMtg. 
as-i  .mII:*:^  .-£  tbeir  «aiu:9  to  rvIieTe  rhem  from  the  daa^er  vith  vhich  ther  were  sur- 
Twi:3*ie\i  Orhen  pa:!iKd  the  rvet  of  thia  dread^il  ni<ht  ic  prajer :  £.t  the  «arth»^uake 
c«aiie«i  rur.  tut  ooodnued  at  thcHt  iaterrak.  with  a  certain  caduIariES  impolw.  ra9«B- 
blizu;  the  wjLvvs  of  the  ocean  :  and  the  $am«  «^ualm»h  teaMtioaik  or  stcknav  at  the 
•o.ir>jcb.  v:t»  Tilt  d*inn^  the  $'-oeka^  a*  t»  expeneccvd  ia  a  vewel  at  wa. 

**  Tlv  x*<  I(.rv*e  of  the  eaith^^tiake  wa#  j:rea:ec(t  in  the  lof«tt»  where  ic  appeared  a*  il' 
there  vx^  ;i  t  attle  ra;rln:;  betweec  the  tiv«a  :  &.>r  not  ouW  their  branches  were  dentzov  • 
<»*L  b  .*  '.'^^r  :hel*  tr:rk:<  are  ?Ki>l  tv*  hare  been  deCachmi  £x>a»  their  p*!bk>nk  and  dashed 
jltl:  <  n-wh.  xfher  with  io'Voceirable  Tii«&eiKV  and  cvnfbmm^iio  mach  ax  that  the 
I::.Li:<t,  rr  their  ti^r^ntive manner  of  !yeakicg>  dechrtd  that  all  the  fijwiiti  were  drank 
The  vir  x'.^'  seemed  tv>  be  carried  oa  Urtwevn  the  BK*antaia«w  *>iiie  of  whkh  were 
tors  tr*  r**  :I:«ir  bed:^^  acd  thix^wn  cpoo  ochen^  leaving  imoftenfe  chwnWL  in  the  places 
fS<m  w''*»"*^>*  ther  had  ttwued.  and  the  r«rr  tree*  with  which  ther  wvrv  corered.  soak 
di'w-:.  Ira-.;-^  »cily  their  tii»p*  abor*  the  fiir£a?e  of  the  earth  :  othen  wew  com|4ec«Ir 
orer:.mo:.  theL'  bcanchen  boried  in  the  eortliL  aad  the  rooca  oehr  ivmauM«d  above 
tr  rr.'l     V'lrvz  tht:«  :;eiienil  wreck  of  oature.  the  ic«  apward  of  «ix  fiwt  thick, 
wx"*  >n*:  izx'i   th!!vw!:    'ip  ir.  lanre  piecea.  aad  &imb  the  openir^  in   manr  parw 
thfrv  -.^r<I  *I.:.*k  clotnU  cf  «nh.>ke.  K*r  i^tiataiaaf  %}(  dirt  aad  «ted.  which  ^Hited  cp  zo 
a  rerr  ot  r"*^i*"aMe  keiifht.     The  ^rin^  were  either  chicked  up.  or  i!?iyrv^:tu.ted  with 
«xlrhur  .  nMDT  rtreca  were  tocallr  kMC ;  ochan  weiv  diverted  fi\<m  their  ei*izr9e«^  and 
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tht'ir  waters  I'litirelv  (Mmiptcd.  Snrae  of  them  became  reUow.  otben  red.  laia 
^rii'at  rivir  fif  tbt'  St.  Latrrencc  appeared  entirely  white,  as  fiur  down  u  Taii-3^ 
Thin  i'Xtnii»rdiiiary  phenomena,  must  astonish  those  who  kne'w  the  bmv  of  iherw 
:iii<l  the  ininivnHe  UmIv  of  waters  in  rarious  i^artd,  which  mu5t  bare  r^qTurM!  « 
abundance  of  matter  to  whiten  it.  Thev  write  from  Montreal,  that  duhri^  ZLr  9t^ 
quake,  they  plainly  Haw  tlie  stakes  of  the  picketing  or  paliaadeA.  jump  up  w  if  v 
liad  l)oen  danoinf^:  an<l  that  of  t«'0  doors  in  the  samo  room,  one  (-petcd  ladia 
other  Khnt  of  their  own  accord  :  that  the  chimneys  and  topA  of  the  bou*^  Ivc:  ^ 
^^Ulcll(>s  of  the  tnn^  aLritati.'d  with  the  wind  :  that  when  tbey  went  to  walk,  r  frii 
'heeartli  follow  in:;  them,  and  n»ing  at  every  step  they  took,  aometbine  « 
H^^iinHt  tlie  M>U»8  of  their  feet,  and  other  things  in  a  very  forcible  and  «urpn«isf 
ner." 

"  From  Thn>c  Riven  thoy  write  that  tlie  first  shock  was  the  most  violent  lai  r(» 
nienciKl  with  a  nrti^^e  reiiembling  thunder.  .  The  houtws  weie  ablated  in  the  sazof  bb- 
ner  ad  the  topx  of  tre<v  during  a  tempest,  with  a  noise  as  if  fire  wai>  crackisf  iiii 
i^anvta.  The  sliock  lastctl  half  an  hi»ur.  or  rather  better,  though  ittf  greater  foew  va 
pn>])crly  not  rnore  tluin  a  tpiarter  of  an  hour,  and  we  beUere  ihere  was  no:  a  asp 
AliiK'k,  which  did  not  cauw  the  earth  to  ojieu  more  or  Ichk. 

"  Am  for  the  rest,  we  luive  renuirked  that,  though  this  earthquake  ci^nti&ued 
withi^ut  intenniN^ion.  yet  it  wa^  not  always  of  an  equal  riolenoe.  SometinMS  c 
like  the  pitching  of  a  large  vessel  which  dragged  heavily  at  her  anchors.  a&>J  it 
thid  motion  wliich  cauiied  many  to  have  giddiue^  in  their  head  a.  and  a 
in  their  btomaohs.  At  otiier  times  the  motion  was  hurried  and  irregular, 
lien  jerks,  Mtnie  of  which  were  extremely  violent ;  but  the  most  common,  wm  i»Uzk 
tremulous  motion,  which  occum-d  frequently  with  little  noise.  Manr  of  the  Fz«ai 
inhabitants,  and  Indians,  who  were  eye-witnesses  to  the  scene.  »tatc  that  a  m:  «i* 
up  the  ri\er  of  Trcis  Ki^ier^J^,  about  oiglitei'H  miles  below  QueK^.  ThifLilla  «bi-i  bif- 
•It-nnl  tlu'  riviT  i»ri  i-irher  fido.  and  which  were  of  a  prifji:ri'»»>  htrSijbT.  Tr..Tr  :■  r.  r  - 
tluir  f«'i;i..iati..ii^.  iiiid  plun^-d  iiiti*  the  river.  cau>in;r  it  To  cLaiijv  i:.-  ^  u'v  n: 
spri'aii  itMlti»\er  a  la^l^•  tr.ict  of  hnd  nvently  clriire-.l  :  the  br^Lvn  iar:h  zi^srir^ 
the  w;i:i>.  :i:i-l  t"  t  s4-.tr:»I  nioiitLs  chan^ti  the  culor  *>(  the  crrtat  r;^*fr  j*:.  LiT>nct 
int. I  whuh  th;it  uf  Tnji-  KivliT*  ii-t-niUHj-rvs  ir>elL     In  the  ciiur««i-  .-t  :Li.*  ri.  .-i:  ci*- 

viil>i.M>  I't"  n;ir  ;rr.  Lik-s  apiH-anii  wLere  n"r;e  evt-r  existed    l^-l'.r*-.  m ^:-*  m^r- 

.'\o::hniWM.  vu ;;;:.. \it,i  --i  l.y  tU-  i;:;;  j;;,:.  kjt  prt-*.i|i:iirol  in:.,  ad  ;ic«.:.r  r:v.^.  j^^-zz 
r\  their  j  l.uvs  r:/;s:r'':i  cLL-iii-^  ic  I.  -..1  pLiiii*  ;  Lill>  and  rapiii«  xc^^tk-  .L-ij^i  z\ 
:;:•.■: iT If  striani.-..  ai.-i  .^.iiTle  streams  i.-.io  I'lU*  and  mpi-is.  Rivvrs  ii*  niaiv  r^kT?  .i  » 
r,.iii;try  «..!:/iit  ..:iur  UiIn  .-r  Ti-Mliy  .iis-ip|H.an.ii     The  earth  and  nvu-L'-ai.  «» 

♦  titinly  -j  iir  a:-!  n-ni  in  ih:r:meralile  f  l;ice«*.  crtariug  cliOaTu^  ami  pr^^-j'-K-rtw  »^ 
dt  prltN  liave  iK\er  vi-t  Jhh.'u  a!S.*enainL-d.  Siicli  divastati-ir;  was  aL*i»  ••oca.-<>tri^^:  ;s  » 
H-.HKi.s,  :l,a;  :i,..r,.  t'lau  a  :li..;isar:d  acres  m  I'ne  nei^hUL-h-n."]  wtp.-  cr.rupit-rr.r  jfw- 

•  rn.'d  ;  ai:d  nl.i  ■• .  l-iT  a  sli-TT  :::ne  1-  f.-re.  i.i:hj!:j  met  the  t-vi-  b  ;!  an  :ra:'i:  -.^  irs* 
■I  trvt-N.  I  ..*  'ttt-,   ;..  U..  M.Tnexte'.-i'.cL"lt.iirt-l  ian  J.*.  a|i|<irei.t  ly  cit  up  bv  iZwrT*-^ 

At  la.i,.:;^si.-.  .  il-,. .:  l.'nk  i.uux  \xl.w  QmI..-,\  ol  thi  i.-nh  -i  h-  ;  :h«»  •  f-.iT  ■  f  a 
e:irT!i.i::.ik.-u  ■>■...  ;  s.  ^ ;..:.-.: -I.^v  j,.  .-}„- |  iy^'es  :  aijd -jch  a  hrtivT^h- wcr  ■  f '- 
caniv  a>!i.  -  :■  :;  •: ;;:  ...  .^i.},  -;....,.;  j^iric^I.irly  r.  :}.e  r:vi-r  St.  LiVr^r^  ■ua:» 
water  ii:i>  ...  • .  :.■:]■,  ..^-.i-,.!  :i^  ,[  r::.^  ar.-n.joT.  Tr.v  ::..iiAs*  ,^7  -ii:  i 'at 
^■•It'aji.' I  x.*""".  :•.  ■  .,'■  .  -  \.  1-  <•  }'.  '•,  •;i-  .*.  •  •:.:»-  ^  .-  .  ■,--..  ij  -^ 
on  the  :..  r-;:!  >:  :•       ,    :  .   .  .:;^,:.   ^\^.-^:  ^  .,  ;.,-^.  .  .  j_  i^j-;,.  .;;  :;;-v  .a;-.--v-^...  -i-^iMC 
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HBK  "Strt  A?>i  iCji  :=>>  lb*  r.T« :?;.  La^tvqcv.  w  Virv  dw  irw*  r*x  k  rwi:  xxt    TSrtv 

wt  c'^<'T^}  i  c  •'^^  »"«^  :ir«*  *iir»  *:  &  urae.  «;:i:  2i>«:  t>.-;«kv. 

L'S-sitf  Frcw  jLT'i  \**<cv.  w*jA  AT*  krsiiiifC  «:  :^  =>.x::i  ^'Z  :h*  >5.  Liwrycxv.  %>  Hp* 
«vc<i  X  c::^^!^ ,  m  xX*  :z  y<»-  Er^iirid.  ArvaisL  A>i  x-c^e^  rilw>f^  rioev  r«»,<w.    A« 


u«-.tJL"^   vr.s^vc^c  v:  I\tu.<  :>.  xxvrvy^  »yx*i:  ^:ju^  V^ftfs  ^^::tfoiec  v  .»  ami  ocr 
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Ml    XOXT1UJ «    IXVA4IOX   v^F   TflK   «K!CE»KC    CVXTTTftT. 


ufo:  :    Sfoj  -^:vc  l::s  .  TV  £=^j»ii  s»kM»  ^»ki  Afpev4k-^MU  :V  rcv^^i;^  k^:r:> 

AS.ri^i  .  Aai  'ia*  tv>c>.>c  w^w  ;iwfir  >>clTt  fv».r:ani^«e  Awr/je  c<  Afcr-^c^  :;?  :iie 

TW  sMcwAinr  IX  v»  v^'  iV  &&c^to&  «»^><»  pnOkvaiaAaM  owe  azt  >r^v>j  It  i^ 
MBW  ;^  iiKiz  cvu.cj      TV*  m>  «-<  pcvr  EakrlsMi  Vrtacr  r>jk  ;^  la>h>Trk  Aai  ;b*  *r» 

a'^.i'**'.:  ;  -i*^.-. c*  ,-:  rvuk-v  »x  'ta:  Vxcvwr.  TrArsv  Aai  »A>1    TVf t  cf  cocrw 
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the  amth  tbTre  of  Lake  Oatvio,  lie  lad  exerted  hiatif  to 
tveec  tbe  French  and  all  the  In<{(:ou  natioiie :  aad  xa  orier%  :i 
had  opened  a  fries/dlj  eomapiBeknce  vidi  Gar.  Doc^aa.  to  cttssee-  sol  v  »  «fe 
■de  of  F<ae«L  ~  Lat.  rryir  leaL**  he  wrote,  "*  for  th«  pcbo;  pe»oe.  tcti 
tile  Cfiri^ians  of  duj  America,  izidioe  to-i  to  p*:;  a  **■  aJ'.f^.f  arff  "U 
vorh.  SiL<:<  pe3£«.  :£ir>j*:z!i  tot?  care,  vil  appanctlrlart.  vie  4asl  -rn^^rj  «^ 
the  Chn«riAz.  farh  'l^ji^h  "±14  cr/iincrT.  uti  to  soori:  toe  T-^-J^*?**  'v^m  <nnij 
with  To^ir  friri:  ielip.  *o  er:; brace  i:.  aj§  ro^:  T.>:rwlT«  embraeis  fi.  i:r  ±i»  *  "ik  • 
(>(y'«ct  :La:  La^  ea-ided  Z5  to  civom  her* :  tha:  the  hu»i  •}#  J«an»  Oraff.  lOrt  ?  i 
ci«c.  znaj  Ve  'iMfil  v>  them.  uA  ihat  his  ^jfy  znar  h«  zrea:  dx<m£aiiKic  "3*  «k' 
The  py>i  3iL4»:-aarr  rei^i^^scs  the  GoTer&.r  ti>  lec^  ha§  mssw^  hj  ^^^un.! 
On'jd'ia^  whom  h*  vZI  Qieet  a:  AlbaDj  ;  az:«i  he  exhi-^r!§  hisi  *  v  3sf>  i  ira  w 
ix  Garakor.txe,"  ti>  rwor:iz«--i  him  "  a<ft  ^:^  gcfi  drzih  aaj  xioc^  a*  3«  jnuumn  «■ 
he  va«(  bapcfded,  and  ^)  p«r{jrt:i  the  dsuee  of  a  ChriaCaD."* 

Oil  the  aAr^nl  of  De  Xon-ZIifr.  Father  Lamberrille  feccaied  aZ  lu  -db>  k 
pea<»r.  tL'j~5h  a*  d-tr  to  Lis  c«:i:i:r7  diirtateii,  he  a:  thf*  §aaM  tL3»  tirr  "ae  r".iim 
iafomi^ii  *:f  aZ  the  Ei.gliah  Tere  'ixz;  to  prejidiee  ±e  Irr^^ia  aeasdc  ie  rstt 

Th-*  vir.trr  ■  f  16.?5.  *^.  '»'.i7^  a-s-av.  tie  Fr»c»i  shr:  Tp  a:  3C:c*^»L  iziis  te 
*iTai.:fjii  pr<A  a:.d  th^  En  jliah, --.t  Tenrirln^  =L:>:h  litT.:::Fi  ^j*  H:;ii^B.  ISB 
co-iM  t*  loL*:  12  ±e  "SBlitcr  ii  tie  war  ,:f  p«aee  cestKiaz^/cnL  w^r.  -r  TVr.m'k 
nanTar,!-:  ▼at^ir*.  the  -jsIt  s:-?ar.»  of  gcmai^nii'^rff.r:,  ▼«»  cri:>sraZT  akjiwi  «^a 

Ir-  M\j,  t* Xor-TiHe i:Lfo:r:eil  LL*  aoTerr*in«»t V-ta=  ^i5«»^ haii  h-wai  «m3  jci  "ij-Im 
te=.  E:.z::-ii  •Tan-'-^v  lii-n  «ith  crrrhac'iae,  is  which  woe  fijne  Fnaiiij 
rr.*r.t:'  :>  :>jit  :.■*  ha«i  is^r.t  a  eaall  fi:r»  t»>  5'ia;rira  to  c.:<raep^  thiMt 
He  zirfr*  3  rr.;L  ::i*  toj-rrzraccJcai  d^eenpcioc  of  Xia«Fira ;    -fcicntw* 
::.?  r-  *:*i  r. :  az.-i  rei:-  m.-n-:::  i*  the  e?»i:ti>n  of  a  pyr:  :h-iT».  a«  toe  •=•  f« 
'  :  :r--T. :.-.-./  Z- j!>h  -r.-r..;.  ?.:--7."*  at  the  TTrs::  :   xli  i-^  ijs     ^  -'-,.   -rr- .  r  -*: 

tr.«r  r  'r-T.T.-L"  *Li*  Le  La.«  i*n-."r.-.ii  the  r«???r«:  ELiir  Lr^  -c  ?*irji_-  r   i^   ^■— ^m^  «t 
•ira'.j'-"-rr..i:.  •■   y-v.-i.--,.  :■   I  -  .w  •:.-:  F  .-r.  i::-!  ^-ik-i  '^.r  r-:i--**.a.— r  irx^t-.-jL"*  T* 

ri'/t.M  5.-  i  -»:.■:■.■■.-   i.-HTF-a  ic  v.  r...^  ot^rar:-  i*.  r  '^■«^ir^  ^-.t  '.•*3^  tiias  •..?^  ir?» 
frra  Vill-T  Mitt  ■-.  v.-  I -Li.-. :    f  M-  ntr^l  t'.-  Carar  k.-j.  r«»r  I  !0.  ftFi- 

>■-•:■  1  a:v.'  "l---  ii-'-v- .L  iii  -►•>r.  irrarirti  ti.-  Fr*:.'*^.  I.'«r  X  -.-.Js  -»i-*:-»i  i^r 
:•"—  •!-  E:. .*!>}:  O.-r.n  .-.  a'-»  ^r.'i:.-^  iz.  pr. f-Sfi-  r.*  •  :  £->-.i-iiL:r.  ^z*i  i  :>g«aK 
•.-  rr-^-.r--:  :*-a.:-  '-» -y-vi  v.^  -s--:  r.vi-  T.^  :  ji.T.-?rv  tLi:  -1*  Ir.-Lxr  *  ii**  >a.*  ^ar 
T-.t:;  -«■■' .  -■>■  :t  Mi^i.  i.ir.-H  :  i.--:  "-i.-.i?  ::  -  a  *•£'  --"ar.'i  p:tr;*a  -jii.-   -J^  ^  tou  aa 

this  :-".^-  ?.  -s-r-rr.  •■-.r  r>.z::.-r.  Gt-.-^rr.-  r   ijcir-irtlj  ifwrts  "b*  -^r--    f  i^sm^ 
r.--.  : .  i"l  '.'.  r.z  '.':^r  ^- -.*':.  ^hir*:*  ■  f  Lak*  •'iitarS:.  a^-i  tt  t.-  th#  -sarfr.!!-.  iuzA^ 


i  ■   "  -  ■■..T    ..-    .■  .  .-r.  •  r.    •■  ^-  ■■'.:  .'I...-  t     :  ~,-  ^r-^  -^  •  ■•-  v» 

Ulia  -y^-  1.-.    --   .-. 

■»■■_  '  .  *...i..*to 

•  KcLk^  ■:.'  •;».-■=«"  Lii  •.^i.  j^t  -p.  The  french  claJ;:c«i  L  ■ .  r  %-ji  -*--c:;r- 
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Xiacmrm  Rirfr.  eomplains  of  tkepitKeriiurof  ftorcwat 'Catuaqui.'*  (KiiuEffon.) 
it  M  criJoncv  of  intrnii«m  t«^  w  Q|Nkn  tKe  IrnqthiiA.  wbi\  it  »  awunwd  air  itut 
of  Fn^rUnvi*!!  #ubi«vuk  and  pr\ltll^rt»  aj^iiu4  tKe  inii*ntitm#  of  the  FTvnch  to  build 
A«r;  at  a  pla«r«  odleU  Ohn^en.\  on  thtf  skie  of  the  Lako.  vithin  my  ma*: or'i  t«ir- 


Oth^T  <v'r!\-<j>^!u!eiK>i»  tnm»}MnnI  K»twern  the  Gorernorsi  of  the  riral  cN»KM*.utt«k  and 
both  Vt  p:  thoir  cv^remnicntu  ir.form«^i  of  all  th^it  va«  c^Mnc  on  in  i\\i*  {x^nion  of  ti:e 
•rv  voriiL  Tho  dipIo:u3i:T  of  th«*  IvxiTvnK^rik.  wais  markt^l  thriMtarhor.i  with  i!.«::Kvr- 
||T :  thev  ns'.iTuaDv  ct^mTaled  from  earh  other  their  r««l  iuientiona^  G\t%.  P.T.irin 
•c«wq%»r.AV.y  fall*  into  a  vein  of  tUtterr  :  —  On  or.e  \Kva«Km  he  ex|*r\*««v  his  '  liv^ 
iiTitfi  '  that  tho  Kxnc  of  Framv  ha«  wnt  him  a>  »>x^  a  niitrhNir.  of  (^»  t^xoellent 
q[iaIi£ca:ior.<(  and  tewf^*r.  and  of  a  humor  altt^^lher  ditKrrent  fnan  Monsieur  La  Harrv. 
vbo  wa»  A«  f-.-.riou*  and  ha9tT.  very  much  aiidu'te^i  Xo  fn«i  Wi^nK  a*  if  it  had  bin  to 
kiTv  bin  irch:«-i:tHi  by  him.'*  IV  NonviUe  avarv  that  Got.  IXnii^an  ira«  a  Tatht^bo, 
l^»l  carv  10  often  imptviw  him  with  the  idea,  tha:  all  tliat  he  »  doiu^  ha»  r\'fer- 
t^>  "^  the  clon-  of  inxi.  and  the  pr«^paca:ion  of  the  0hri<4un  £uth.**  S'.:ddetUy 
^rtr.  his  T«>i:e  chaui^xl.  and  he  chan^<d  thi'  K'-^li^h  i*orirnior  iriih  inciting;  the 
liaa*  to  ttv.Txior  KTvn*'hnu»n  ujx»n  ihoir  own  terri!»»ry  :  of  )vi:i^  privy  to  the  ~  mar- 
^jrdom  oi  holy  uiissionarie;^  :**  of  haTinic  «ent  an  Ki>i;U«h  exptviui^m  to  Mi^hiilmia- 
"  Th:i:k  you."  say*  he.  "  that  rt'Ii^on  will  pr\vTV*k  whilsct  your  mcnjants 
«ly  a*  they  do.  Emude  m  in  abuL^ianee.  whioh  iMn\ert»  the  saTa^^  iuto  deini.nkdk 
th«*ir  w'j^am*  into  ivuntorparts  and  th«'A;:\'«  oi  hell.*'  lie  ohar^*«  in  ad  U;K»n. 
Ikai  tlie  Kiisrlish  have  "  harU'^rvd  and  |^^t«vtvd  Frvuch  runaway «k  banknipi*  and 

IV  NotiTi'.!**  informeii  hiji  Kuu;  of  En^luh  enctvaehmeutu  upi«D  Fnnoh  tef*i;>^7y  : 
mt  their  «x|i«^iitionji  to  the  We«t :  of  their  hi^ldiac  councilii  wi-Ji  the  lrvx)'.:i«iz<  and  e!»- 
ly  the  S«-:ieeait :  of  Uieir  armin|r  and  i'jeitini;  them  to  war  ujx^n  the  Kr\T.oh  : 
iXicoi.:d<i  wi:h  tht*  opini^^n.  thai  thert*  can  be  no  !(UiVt*!V  i\'r  ihe  French  MisMon- 
or  Tradt>nk  until  the  S.'neca!!i  arv  huuibW  :  and  for  thi#  pi:r|x^M*  he  dcmat.ti*  a 
n  ;r.K>rorwent  fr^tm  France.     The  Ki:\j:  a.«urvd  him  thai  hudemanda  »ho';M  he 
ipiud  with,  and  rt\vmmend<*  p:\mip:  o:!^".-.Mro  nioa»:ir\'Sk 

luoh  othex  Atrrt^stix^cdence  |>a««xi  l>«!we«ii  D««  Nonville  and  hi»  c^^TerumenL  anti 
r««:i  thft>  two  i«oTerai««.  which  i$  m^  material  to  an  undervuuiduij:  of  erenu  that 
ftJkwtf^ 


)!  ovt  r  .il!  :hf  Linds  of  the  Indiar.s.  ar^.t't'C  vhom  their  niiMouxne^  and  ;ni^ii-:v  had 
I*!  a  f  x»thoM  By  ihi*  tenure  thf  y  wew.  at  the  fveriixi  upMi  whwh  we  a:\'  r.iw  dw*  ii- 

^  ciair.ii:.«-  the  wlnOe  t^w  .-f  the  Wt><rTn  ilaktikaud  tf  the  Mi«i!«>ap;  i .  over 

intt»  Texa»  :i:'d  N«.w  Mtxuxv  !>y  feai««n  of  the  advent  of  1^  :s4ar  :  ax'.d  al*.  •  {  «^ia»  u 
■cw  New    Wrk.  as  Jow  down  as  the  tw:em  K^ur.d*  of  Oiieiiia  iVu^Ty.    The  T.^kiii;; 

KMveiiMv'n  ly  f.rnial  ]»i\vlan-.a:ion.  in  the  ttame  of  their  kiv^r.  ^a*  fir*t  dom-  by  IV 
oBTille.  ir.  wh.ir  i<  r.«>w  Ontario  c^Hxniy :  and  rv(>MtMi  at  Niaearm.  The  Kiitrlfeiii 
rlaiTUtxi  uf«-:;  -iin-.iUr  :*".:*.l:\*.  Ivvi-nd  wh^re  they  luui  obtained  |*oiM»'ji>c<'n  \'\  tr^-aiy. 
When  the  i-^-.ie  ma*  (xr-dmc  1*1* *xn  IV  Nor.viUe  and  the  Fn^clish  li\>vi-nwr.  t)ie  En^:- 
Im2i  luid  r- 1  Kt:-.  li^vujvii'.t*.  in  arv  furm.  of  any  p*»rih»n  of  w,>iiom  New  York- 
Tl*  Fr^-ch  hid  :v  I'wiox-.ary  aiui  tradirc  <uti<«ns  a#  ^^w  down  a»  the  Onrnia  i'astKf. 
The  Kl^.i^i  h.vi.  t»'  l«e  «:w.  f^^ft^muxl  the  cerrnnmy  of  iiendir.C  ai^M-.t*  to  all  iht»  In»- 
aw  u»  v;'.I.-«^\ s.  :>• « 'tvt  )>«tl«s.;:{«in  w Lich  wort  £.*.«>  U-ari:.*;  the  ariiidt i>f  their  uatk'U  .  Init 
iLe  act  wjfcsi  ».•  1 : ::. -^  ;:*  as  to  cxo:ti'  the  coultxp  tf  tl»»  ii.it;vi:^  who  i^-nerally  t.»:v 
th«r.*  A\  »  : .  lor  thi-  l^^J•-olal  aK*k::^w!i\lj:%xi  i:o>.^v<r\iar.-ty  of  either  Fninof  or  Kn^Und. 
•Trf  th«nL* 

•We  v^*  f-*e  '"  <a:  1  tl^rrarcila  to  Je  la  Barrv  : — "  We  wrrvK^n  ftwmer..  *r  I  hare 
ec  deperdenco  on  Yonnondio,"  vthe  Fivnch  Govenior.)  "  or  Corlear,"  ^the  lln^hdh 
GoTcraor^ 


•.»»ii'.>«  iuvE«  arrived  £rr>m  France,  tie  Trtatt  kkj  BMi^  1  i  " 
..... .K*  .ittwi  -Ji*  Fort  at  •*  Cataraconv."     Tlit  pwratflr**  jmi 

...i_»,   va*.  iirf^K*iv*i  by  an  act  of  treacbfly  aud  jwriij  tudal  - 
'■'i.'  r  :• :  <  h  G  .verriur  p*madt^  ihe  irx-i  :l.-« .-ror  !•■  , 
.   .  .i-.-iii  IIP. .'    -i-.n  j*«rai"e.  the  nrrvi-re  of  Li-  K:t.i:.  t:--  "->.  s-^"*! 
u:  .    i-.^*:  i-I-^-arjr.'i  of  iL^iaLi  to  Li*  l»ead  q'-arj«>.  .:  -^'^rw 
,  1^  .:  ■•'-n:*.-  :■  uijtu,  aii'l  recipnciiir.j  all  di£c\:l'Je&    W:«r:.  •^7»a 


A- 


.11    -..i'.  t:.-i  .•.•rijfilf'tely  iii  Li-  p'wer.   h*  coitif a  £f.; 


•i  • 


■ 


..  .     ..».«-» '.ij  :  •  Vi-;f>i<r^\  arid  frf.-m  thence  to  ih*  gallcv*  »:.  Fni^r     iJ 
.  .  i  'J  .-.iftr.'^i  wa.s  i«i  L«jH  themaii  Lo3tag«A.to  give  LiiE  ztdv^^-jk^t  j. 
.  It..!**-.  ■--:  Lt=:  sadly  noi-j'j«Jjffcd  the  effrot.    The  Lews  c-:  'Jc 
,  ^    ui  Uii«:i<ij.*.  a  French  Mi-^ionary  wan  ^crLze*!  and  W  lo  'it  -fji*  ci£.n  |^ 
..    ...■.*    -v  -jj*:  ::iV:rv«-ritioii  of  a  a'paw,  who  claime*!  tht  nzi*.  t«  fc^ -js  L3.1 
.».:  ■.■L'.L-iaja.  the  Mb^ionar}'  Lam>^rTille.  wa*  K:mxxi'<z««i  \tiyn  i 
.    ;...,>    .u-i  vLilv  aiiticijASiti!!^  that  hi*  hfe  had  h<*n  fi^rfvx'jfcd  by  th*  par  k: 
w.' ..  .  J   jic  irSiir,  a  chief  anj*  and  addressed  him  tha^ :  — "Th'-f-  ar*»  Lt^t  sc^ 
. .  —  L'.M  i:-!  thv  race-     But  we  have  held  counsel  and  caijj«^t  «*■>*  v  'j>£  V 
-  ««  •  liLfij  V.    "We  know  thv  heart  had  no  .-hare  in  this  t7fa.<^u.  tii-.-'izt.  u.-»:  Ttfi» 
>-.!.     '•i'-;  iSxr  not  ']iiju!-i:  we  will  not  punish  the*,  beini;  ii:ij<x«L:  ai-:  ':a::2C  * 
.iUit.  m  r:L..:ch  an  ourrielve!?.     But  d*'pan  from  amonz  us :  there  are  iunje  t'u.  b^ 
o<.t:^  ^iiy  l'l•.'^Jtl :  and  when  our  yo'inz  men  sini?  their  war  soce.  we  z&ay  d.  '«' 
•.LkubiL^l  :>L>  protect  thee."     Lamberville  wad  fumiahed  with  an  escoei,  w2m; 
iiiiu  >.  :Lc  Fr».rich  up^^n  the  St.  Lawrence. 

PrevK-us  t'j  hi^  arrival  at  Cararacouy,  De  Xonville  had  sent  prc#«f:^ts  So :»  wi 
.ijkiitjL.^  at  war  with  the  Iroqaoiis  their  ancient  enemie«w  who  were  in  all 
French,  and  had  eiven  orders  to  the  commandanta  of  the  ires:«m  po«u  *m 
xJomm.  and  repair  with  them  and  their  respective  commands  to  yia^ara.  azid  t^/s. 
!iu  -  lla-ni-en-tar-a-quet,"  (Irondeqnoit)  There  were  ax  this  peri^yL 
a:  Mackinaw,  ujion  Lakes  Superior  and  Michigan:  Upon  tht  W:i.c-  r,*Lr.  Ui 
ai-d  the  ML^-i'-ippi  riv(;p» :  and  never  Lad  a  Kilz  or  a  c^'Ui-try  c.  rv  i»"»  :-:  • 
ril  tubjfcLs  than  wt-rc  the  commandants  of  these  lar  off  jL-i«r>».  d'  ::■:-:  :  t:_  ;=.r*o 
of  miles  apia!^  in  the  wilavnie**?.  CLief  amon?  them  wa.«  T'.«t.*:.  st'l.  i-n  1-5  i"-J 
had  naniei  to  the  Kin::,  as  "a  la«i  of  ^rea:  eLtf  ry-ri?*  ai.d  l-.l  i:  •.'^.  -^L  -^  >riia 
crjnsiderable."  Tonti,  it  will  have  been  observei.  lu^d  be*r»  v.-  •:  ^i^'..  i  .:  *-* 
Salle  in  the  primitive  advent  over  the  waters  of  Lake  Eriv.  L*.-::  t  v  i^-  ir:  ja- 
with  a  handful  of  men  at  the  "  Fort  of  the  Illinese,"  (lUinoLs. ;  hv  i-ki  *-,  .•=K--l7 
defended  it  against  the  aspjlts  ff  the  Indiann.  He  was  with  d-  >•  Barrv:  :-  i.-  -xsi- 
ditlon  to  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Ontario :  and  rerjrT.iLg  to  II].:.  >.  -r  :j*i  :— n  3 
■earch  of  the  adventnrous  La  Salle,  to  the  Gulf  of  Mezica  Cl-Jct  L:-  i:^  vt^B 
forces  were  marshalled. 

By  a  remarkable  coincidence,  the  army  under  De  yonvUle.  asri  th*  w^sto^  Ft-ox 
and  Indians  arrived  at  Irondeo'joit  on  the  same  dav,  —  the  l<r:h  -f  '  .'.r.  '--g-^ 
directlr  acm«  the  Lake  from'  Catararo'jv,  to  **  La  Famine  Bav."  rh-  tl^zj.:  iJTrT  ac 

•  •  •  ■ 

roarteti  by  Mow  ^tage*,  enrarupiLZ  on  fhore  when  nijrht  <»ve."^r-.k    tr.-r-.      7:-  .*  J* 
and  roost  ron-idtrrab!e  halt  Ixinj:  ur»ftn  the  pres».r.t  rd:*-  r-f  P-lv-.^v-.-,.;.    .i  '»V.tt*  *-' 

•From  thi*  j«rri'i«l  tLi-  >^i*.Tri.r-  a  iir-.»rr.:ii*-T.:  sv.iT-ir.j  p'.i^e  f-  r  }'':■'  ■  i  ■-■.-.■ -r">^ 
and  afi«T  t}i»iij  U'T  i\iv  E'.L'lyh  Lite  coa-ters.  The  pik.-*  »•-«  ..f  qm  \  :>-  w:_-iaf 
French  inir-t'l'ice'i  iii  ilii-  rf-.rioB,  waj=  4rr».iwinfir  there,  an  J  there  v^u.-:  r*:r-i^#  .•  « 
old  lotf  bLil'lm^.  when  white  .M-'ttiement  commenced.  The  plac«  waa  ic*rWi  u  "i^ 
plcboob,"  bvf  jrv  in  present  name  was  conferred. 
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of  iron  baUs,  about  the  sife  of  musket  bdlB.  In  the  early  years  of  setdemeut  in  Victor, 
the  most  of  the  iron  the  settlers  used,  was  the  old  French  axes  the  plough  would 
expose. 

But  the  inquiry  arises,  if  the  battle  ground  of  De  Nonyille  and  the  Senecas  was  in 
Victor,  how  are  the  relics  on  the  "  Waldron  farm,"  the  "  Ball  ferm,"  in  Avon,  to  be 
accounted  for  ?  The  inquiry  might  also  include  the  relics  of  French  warfare,  and 
French  occupancy,  in  Aurora,  and  Eden,  Erie  county,  spoken  of  in  the  history  of  the  Uol  • 
land  Purchase.  The  answer  may  be  that  our  history  of  French  occupancy  of  the  whole 
Genesee  country,  is  w*  yet  imperfect ,  but  a  small  part  of  the  Jesuit,  Recollet  and  Fran- 
ciscan "  Relations,"  during  the  occupancy  of  more  than  a  century  has  as  yet  been  dis- 
ooTered,  unless  the  recent  discoveries  among  the  archives  of  the  Jesuits  in  Montreal, 
tzid  by  Mr.  Cass  our  minister  at  Rome,  has  supplied  the  defidency. 


[NO.  3.] 

[extract  from  bib  XXOXLLXXOT,  QEX.  WASHIKOTOlf'S  ORDERS.] 


"Head  Quartebs,  Moee*s  Hofse,  Oct  17,  1779. 
.  "  The  C6mmander-in-Chie^  has  now  the  pleasure  of  congratulating  the  army  on  the 
complete  and  full  success  of  Maj.  Gen.  Sullivan,  and  the  troops  under  his  command, 
againat  the  Seneca  and  other  tribes  of  the  Six  Nations,  as  a  just  and  necessary  punishment 
.  for  their  wanton  depredationsi,  their  imparalleled  and  innumerable  cruelties,  their  deafness 
to  all  remonstrances  and  entreaty,  and  their  perseverance  in  the  most  horrid  acts  of 
barbarity.  Forty  of  their  towns  have  been  reduced  to  ashes,  some  of  them  large  and 
commodious>;  that  of  the  Genesee  alone,  containing  one  hundred  and  twenty -eight 
honaes.  Their  crops  of  com  have  been  entirely  destroyed, — which,  by  estimation,  it 
it  is  said,  would  have  provided  160,(k)0  bushels,  besides  large  quantities  of  vegetables 
of  various  kinds.  Their  whole  country  has  been  over-run  and  laid  waste :  and  they 
Uiemselves  compelled  to  place  their  security  in  a  precipitate  flight  to  the  British  for- 
tresB  at  Niagara ; — and  the  whole  of  this  has  been  done  with  the  loss  of  less  than  forty 
men  on  our  pert,  including  the  killed,  wounded,  captured,  and  those  who  died  natural 
dfiath*^  The  troops  employed  in  this  expedition,  both  officers  and  men,  throughout  the 
whole  of  it,  and  in  the  action  they  had  with  the  enemy,  inanifestcd  a  patience,  perse- 
Teranee,  and  valor  that  do  them  the  highest  honor.  In  the  course  of  it,  when  there  still 
remainod  a  large  extent  of  the  enemy's  country  to  be  prostrated,  it  became  necessary 
to  loasen  the  issues  of  provisions  to  half  the  usual  allowance.  In  this  the  troops  acqui- 
esoed  with  a  most  general  and  cheerful  concurrence,  being  fiilly  determined  to  sur- 
mount every  obstacle,  and  to  prosecute  the  ent^^rprise  to  a  complete  and  successful 
liKie.  Maj.  Gren.  Sullivan,  for  his  great  perseverance  and  activity ;  for  his  order  of 
nazcli  and  attack,  and  the  whole  of  his  dispositions ;  the  Brigadiers  and  officers  of  all 
lankiB^  and  the  whole  of  the  soldiers  engaged  in  the  expedition,  merit,  and  have  the 
Commander-in-Chiefs  warmest  acknowledgements^  for  their  important  services  upon 
thia  occasion." 

Aa  nothing  has  been  said  of  CoL  Brodhead's  campaign,  it  may  be  proper  to  state 
tiiat  on  the  22d  of  March,  1779,  Washington  ordered  him  to  make  the  necessary  pre- 
pnations  for  an  expedition  against  Detroit,  to  throw  a  detachment  forward  to  Eittan- 
ing,  and  another  beyond  to  Venango,  at  the  same  time  preserving  the  strictest  seorecy 
M  to  his  ultimate  object  Though  this  expedition  waa  soon  foun^  impracticable  and 
•bandoned,  preparations  were  immediately  made  for  tiie  one,  which  was  actually  un- 
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dirided  themselTesi,  potted  300  men  aloDg  the  fidling  brook  between  tvo  Ukii 
great  thicket  of  be«ch  trees ;  and  500  at  the  bottom  of  those  hilli^  in  a  manL 
the  alders ;  with  the  idea  that  the  first  ambuscade  of  300  men  should  let  the 
and  then  attack  them  in  the  rear,  which  would  force  it  to  fidl  into  the  wc^^iki 
cade  which  was  concealed  at  the  bottom  of  the  hills  in  the  marsh.     Thev  dcnnA 
themselves  nevertheless,  for  as  the  advanced  guard  which  M  de  Calliera  OEsaiBfti 
was  T(>rT  distant  from  the  body  under  the  command  of  the  Marquis,  thv^v  Ulvnii 
was  the  entire  army.    Accordingly  as  the  advanced  guard  pasred  near  the  ihkktf  tf 
beeches,  after  making  a  terrible  whooj>,  (sakaqua  !  )  they  firvd  a  voUej. 

"  The  Ottawas  and  the  heathen  Indians  all  fled.    The   Christian   IndiauofAi 
mountain  and  the  Sault,  and  the  Abenaqiiis  held  fast  and  gave  two  to1U«]«.  |  ' 

"  The  Marquis  De  Nonville  advanced  with  the  main  body,  composed  of  ibe  *rai 
troops,  to  occupy  the  height  of  the  hill,  where  there  was  a  little  fort  of  |iiqw<!:  k 
the  terrc«r  and  disorder  of  the  surprise  were  such,  that  there  was  only  M.  de  CtJ^, 
who  distinipiishiHl  himself  tliere,  and  M.  Duque  who  bringing  up  the  reaieuar>l.n&ii 
the  battaliinn  of  Berthier,  which  was  in  flight,  and  being  at  the  head  of  that  vl  3I» 
treal,  flre^l  two  liundrcd  nhots.  The  Marcjurs  ^^  chemise,  sword  in  hand  drvr  ^^ 
main  bidv  in  battle  onler.  and  beat  the  drum  at  a  time  when  scarcely  anv  omvi 
to  be  seen.  This  frightened  the  300  Tsonnonouaus  of  the  ambuscade,  who  fl^il  bm 
above  towanii?  the  500  that  were  ambushed  below.  The  fear  that  all  the  wi^M  sa 
upon  them,  made  them  fly  with  so  much  precipitation  that  they  left  their  Uaabaii 
c  heap  and  nothing  more  was  !<een  of  them. 

"  A  council  was  held.  It  was  n  solved,  as  it  was  late,  to  sleep  cm  the  field  of  biOk  if 
camp.  One  who  was  still  alive  said  there  were  800  of  theiu  ;  300  above,  lad  59 
below  :  and  that  the  GoyogonLins,  (Cayugas^)  were  to  come  the  next  day.  vhichvv 
the  rt-ason  that  they  staiil  where  they  wt're.  There  were  found  at  s»»yeral  plait4*imf 
the  RucoetHlinsf  days,  proviaiions,  and  some  other  dead  savages  ;  or  if  nut  lU-a-i  • -raia 
killed  thorn." 

"Ou  the  niom)w  we  marchinl  in  battle  order,  watins^  for  an  attack.     We  '^sf^^W 

the  hill  by  a  little  slopincj  valley,  or  j^^rpe,  thn>iii:h  which  ran  a  brk>ok  bM^Ir^'iti 

thick  bus\!."s,  and  which  discliargirs  itwlf  at  the  fi»ot  of  a  hill,  in  a  marsh  ftL.  «i  i^ 

mud,  but  plant4'd  with  alder?  ifo  thick  that  one  couhl  scarcely  sec.     Thert  it  wMit 

they  had  stationed  their  two  ambuwades,  and  where  perhaps  we  wt^^M  havj*  l*^i  Jr 

f eated,  if  tliey  had  not  mistaki-n  our  advanced  guards  for  the  wliole  am: v.  z-.z  i  t«R 

K)  hasty  in  firing.    The  Marquis  acte<l  very  pnidently  in  not  pursuin:?  them,  i-.t  i:»» 

a  trick  of  the  Iroquois  to  draw  us  into  a  greater  ambuscade.     Tlie  ma:«h  wLiiii  * 

abont  twenty  acres,  (aopens,)  being  passe<l,  we  found  about  throe  humirt*!  wrttofi 

blankets;  several  miserable  gmis,  and  Ix^gan  to|H.'rceive  the  fami>us  Babylon  of  \ht  Ttn* 

noDtouans;  a  city,  or  village  of  l^ark,  situate  at  the  top  of  a   mountain  nf  i^ri.  ^ 

which  one  rises  by  three  terraces,  or  hills.    It  appeared  to  us  from  a  di«tar.'v.  to  bf 

eiowned  with  round  towers,  but  these  were  only  large  chests,  (drums)  of  K^k.  iN^ 

Ibor  feet  in  length,  set  the  one  in  the  otlier  about  five  fwt  in  dianu-tcr.  in  wLi«'h  'JfJ 

keep  their  Indian  com.    The  village  had  l>eeu  burnt   >»y  tlicni-st-lv^.* ;  i:  was  r  * 

eight  days  since ;  we  found  nothin!?  in  the  town  except  the  comet  cry  .in.i  ir-urt.   li 

was  filled  with  snakes  and  animnLs  there  was  a  preat   mask  with  tr^^th  ainJ  ^vw  / 

bran ;  and  a  bear  skin  with  which  they  disirn^  in  their  cabins.     There  wr.-i  ir  if 

four  oomern,  great  boxes  of  grain  which  they  had  not  burned.     T1ii*t  h:hi  <--«.-aBtf 

this  post,  their  Indian  com  in  a  piquet  fort  at  the  top  of  a  little  mountain,  ste;*  ^£  d 

down  on  aU  sides^  where  it  was  knee  high  throughout  the  fort." 
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J     V    jL.t--     Ir.  :':■:  Use  dwv'^  C^aM^rXiZaJtic^*.  :ht  pr.r-:;j^  ci:ti     W*  ou:  ib» 
J-.  J  ;- ,--  ju-^vA '.;»  r.}«  «r.  .^:4i  U^  t^iz.  »r.i  bcrr.ol  :k<'  oi.i     I:  vm*  ««a;rji:Ai  :^ 

-   :       .  >..'.T ■.■>...:  :Vjair/.i  r..:r...^*  vf  .  i*i  CT»i«L  »ad  a  b.-.B-irv^  u^i  £ftv  ;}>,vjsiai 

:•:  -^  ->    -..^.i . :  «\><:r.  U  rw^twd   ir.  ih^  hi^4f.  a  laulur^i'  ivnsftsxi  of  ^-aci : 

u^!  'J.ZM  u^  Tft.'CAiAi^.viJk::^  v.^^'^s^'^.^  aau.>^  vhx*^  cvs^T<«i  a;  >vjwc  «u:^  «»- 
l-i::i:vd  virnon^  aad  tm  ^YHtad  a.x;1»  ia  aH  k»  Kns  neihiMd  u>  half  iftai 

If.-. 

c  : '    ".  r.  ••:  .  ^*  'at  %■  r.^^.  "wo  '«'«•,:  to  «fuK»^  a  Fv^  as  0::ti^:»rx  [N  u£>?x  ]  vhKip 

:*.    •"  .j-*r  :':•.:^x  .iAv*'  vv~fv." 

T  -        .-ii^i"*    He  «}>  —  *  W<  vi:2MiMN2  :i>f  piiiif.:!  jsy:^!  of  :b«  ujs:^  creel- 

:: :.  ■ :.;  ;>  «    T^^-  ^n^*rrr  t. -rcSrr  v«v  *^pratNi  w"l:>  Rill  wmra.  :hi:  '.hxir  Kkx>o 

•  5"  ■  «     • 

-::t^  Jtr..:  W  -.Sir  <\ -WAriKV.  i>riVT  wiAirvw  t^^E;  tSm'cx  ac^tt: .  tbe  Hua-x^^  cl 

Lr^^  ..:^  ,1;.;  ^crr  »vZU  h;:  tv:r  OKn<tta  I»daa»  s;n«a*>l  ill.  ansi  |>ffi>r3>M 

;:  T-:wl  .:.  f^-.w-jCr  ocT  l:vx;-o,'«s.o:  wiK"«ca  ▼*  *v::r!i:  Bv>;  a-jL£e  «::v.yak^:Tyr  :.^  fjc^t 

: :    :  ,\-«rr.  dr^^rs-  v**lL*  Tb^r  esiasA;**  of  <;:irfr  5*  :=c?«*i;V> ;  i:  »t*  a  jw «-  V:au  ci "W 
i  Mi.-^  .1 A  AT  i  :i. :  njci  v  ^  i»!C«.    H*-  «▼*  :o  -Jstf  i!ir.a*fr  of  Wat  .  —  *  1;  » 

:-•.  t^rj^f.  cxr:7-.=^  ^^sae  -riA  :2k:;:  iL^'  ft.-al|«  ^tx-ii  tiicj  lift  off  like  a  kaibrr 
>-  <*r.7.-.-:  cv  -.xXiTv  Uw  :«r.V4f  *A-.n»  I  had  ro  npsun'tbifai  ^laul  ;V  cvra  w^*  ff:t 
LL  't-.-'.x  T^ATs  »rio*  I  haw  hai  liw  b.^a^v  :v>  wrre,  K;:  1  awcr^r  rwi.  rr.T  k^. 
ii'  f  «v-  r.*:h":;j:  iha:  v^^3K»  anar  th»  :;:  IkS^r  at.:  fbii^r^A. 
vc.  l^  H  r.rAr.  arv.v-*TWkr.>-\i  xSw  cx}«vi;rj;r,  «5  b*  ▼»»  a-x*^  ii«t^>iift2  %>  u2  :W 
-TV  T.  il*.  ^xvx<a:.s.  i.i*  T>rr«c.*r.  of  :}»  i\r.-fra!  iA:-::nMi  d  ihf  baKli*  i*  c£:::Mi^'' 

il  i>i--r.k^.  ar.i  nar.io  t^":l•.  vhk*:h  iker  wynp  i>i:1t  iv^t«^  Vt  a  &fK«  — ih 

•  «  »  « 

:r  alli^  '^  irtsSt  m  T^Nlsirsik.  :ifVAa  ibe  awailactJL  He  mtv  tW  Vm»  wwt  dbai  pi 
:i*:r  It  '-ir.  aUx"^  an-.!  a  buad»%i  F^vociaxr*  •  Six  «iir»  «>f  irew  ccccfM 
C7^  -.i^vr  I:^i:an  A>ra  vith  ocr  cw>nK    We  Ivad  im  all  the  nI2af«»  hcwM. 

wy^c^t^  Ir..l;ar.^  wor  ts.x'K  cbacnMd  a:  the  iwch  cf  &e  exf^nSitM.  Tber 
Tz-i  ^  'Tz  t.*  ;.-ir.  FSf  N^ic^ilK  ia  the  hofv  that  thdr  attCMfit  iMjCankSge  eae- 
:he  >.>>--?  ak.  'vrre  v  Sf  <xTvnsmal«^  vhes  they  fc«cad  that  the  Frvwh  iB3e»»led 
>f«:  ▼-.:>;■;:  riscti-c  :be  odter  I:\^p(«w  caav^sf.  ther  ciMopiuBed  himrdr.  aad 
r:>  :3u:t:<^:  :>.i:u  »::i:  ^vrarsiiM.  Tier  f|%.^ke  ia  otttnepCacMas  hr.r=a$e  »^f 
«f%i.:>^  s^N  r.-Sltv!  a:  a>  aoirh  «xp»iir  aad  tiv^hk^  *  u^  Vera  baHc  caHM  vhxh 
he  r>><i/.:  :r.  *^-r  vUix"  »a%i  4rt«zvT  cianc  the  k«»  «f  vhkh  thtfir  <v 


APPENDIX.  itiT 

jou  represent  me  to  be.  I  mean  to  fulfill  my  engagement  to  yon.  I  now  owe  yoo 
one  thousand  dollars  for  two  years  rent,*  which  I  am  willing  to  pay  at  any  time^  and 
at  any  place  you  wish. 


[NO.  7.] 

JEMIMA  WILKINSON, 
[raoic  MAinrscupTs  or  thomas  morris.] 


"  Prior  to  ray  having  settled  at  Canandaigua,  Jemima  Wilkinson  and  her  foUowers, 
had  established  themselves  on  a  tract  of  land,  purchased  by  them,  and  called  the 
Fiiend*s  settlement    Her  disciples  were  a  very  orderly,  sober,  industrious,  and  some 
of  them,  a  well  educated  and  intelligent  set  of  people ;  and  many  of  them  possessed 
of  handsome  properties.    She  called  herself  the  Universal  Friend,  and  would  not 
permit  herself  to  be  designated  by  any  other  appellation.    She  pretended  to  have  had 
reyelations  from  heaven,  in  which  she  had  been  directed  to  devote  her  labors  to  the 
conversion  of  sinners.    Her  disciples  placed  the  most  unbounded,  confidence  in  her 
and  yielded  in  all  things,  the  most  implicit  obedience  to  her  mandatea    She  would 
ponifih  those  among  them,  who  were  guilty  of  the  slightest  deviation  from  her  orders ; 
in  some  instances,  she  would  order  the  ofiending  culprit  to  wear  a  cow  boll  round 
hiB  neck   for  weeks,  or  months,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  offence,  and  in  no  in- 
•tance  was  she  known  to  have  been  disobeyed.    For  some  offence,  committed  by  one 
of  her  people,  she  banished  him  to  Nova  Scotia,  for  three  yeara^  where  he  wen^  and 
from  whence  he  returned  only  after  the  expiration  of  his  sentence.    When  any  of  her 
people  Idllod  a  calf  or  a  sheep,  or  purchased  an  article  of  dressy  the  Friend  was  asked 
what  portion  of  it  she  would  have,  and  the  answer  would  sometimes  be,  that  the  Lord 
bath  need  of  the  one  hal^  and  sometimes  that  the  Lord  hath  need  of  the  whole.    Her 
house,  her  grounds,  and  her  farms,  were  l&pt  in  the  neatest  order  by  her  followers, 
wlw^  of  course,  labored  for  her  without  compensation.    She  was  attended  by  two 
young  women,  always  neatly  dressed.    Those  who  acted  in  that  capacity,  and  enjoyed 
tiie  most  of  her  fiivored  confidence,  at  the  time  I  was  there,  were  named  Sarah  Rich- 
•ids  and  Rachel  Malin.    Jemima  prohibited  her  followers  from  marrying;  and  even 
Ifaoee  who  had  joined  her  after  having  been  united  in  wedlock,  were  nuuie  to  sepa^ 
ivte,  and  live  apart  from  each  other.    This  was  attributed  to  her  desire  to  inherit  the 
tfi0  property  of  those  who  died. 

Having  discovered  that  bequests  to  the  Universal  Friend  would  be  invalid,  and  not 
noogniaing  the  name  of  Jemima  Wilkinson,  she  caused  devises  to  be  made  by  the 
dying  to  Sarah  Richards,  in  the  first  instance.  Sarah  Richards,  however  died,  and  her 
hebr  at  law  claimed  the  property  thus  bequeathed ;  litigation  ensued,  and  after  the  oon- 
ttoveny  had  gone  from  court  to  court,  it  was  finally  decided  in  Jemima's  &vor,  it  ap- 
pearing, that  Sarah  Richards  had  hold  the  property  in  trust  for  her.  After  the  death 
of  Sarah  Richards,  devises  were  made  in  favor  of  Rachel  Malin  ;  but  Rachel  took  it 
into  her  head  to  marry,  and  her  husband  claimed  in  behalf  of  his  wife,  the  property 
Sins  devised  to  her!  Among  Jemima's  followers,  was  an  artful,  cunning;  and  inteUi- 
pmt  man,  by  the  name  of  Elijah  Parker ;  she  dubbed  him  a  prophet,  and  called  him 

•  Purchase  money  in  part  Mr.  Phelps*  use  of  the  term  "rent  "must  have  been  dic- 
ited  by  the  considferation  that  the  Indums  had  been  talked  to  so  much  about  rent^  by 
he  Lessees,  tiiat  they  would  better  understand  him,  than  they  would  if  he  spoke  of 
Mtalments  of  purchase  money. 
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wning  had  been  given,  he  wis  tbout  to  leaver  when  Smej  Rick  ii 
treaty  andiuiatod  that  Xr.  Wemple  ahoold  drink  with  hioL 

To  lull  the  Indian's  8i]q)icioii%  which  he  thrni^  had  beenCotciblTaioaMd 
with  him,  imd  mounted  his  hone;  he  had  been  in  the  auldle  hot  a  few  mia: 
he  waa  attacked  with  a  serere  pain,  and  a  aenae  of  mortal  ajckw.  Wiii 
he  diamoonted,  and  waa  aasisted  to  a  hefi.  His  tongoe  swelled  imdl  it  jivir 
hisBMiilli,and  the  next  daj,  after  indeaaibable  agonj,  lie  di«L 

R  waa  gencnJly  beliered  bj  his  neif^ibgn  and  fnendi^  that  the  Indian  bad 
intelligenee  of  the  design  to  anest  him,  and  adroitl  j  dragged,  with  aome  sah 
tiie  liqoor  of  his  nnsoqiecting  Tictim.  The  mmderer  effected  his  cscspc;  a 
his  tnbe  in  Gamda.  Bendriek  Wempkb  waa  buried  dose  to  Oneida  CM 
notth  «le  of  the  tnnpike^  about  one  nule  from  Skeoandonh's  leadeaea. 

Itthislifetiniaheclainiedalaigeportiooof  tenitoiy,  afterwania  Immkt  I 
Cooper,  of  GoofMntown,  and  embnang  some  of  the  beat  lands  of  Oaqp 
HewaaadesesDdantof  Hendrick  Wonple^  one  of  the  original  proprietontf 
tady — the  O-no-al-i-gone  of  the  Oneldaa — and  whose  ann%  Oika  F.  Tita 
nM^  maystillbeseenoTer  thedoor  of  anoldI>utchchnrch,oiieof  dienHtfi 
auUquities  of  the  city.    Bu  name  is  not  out  of  place  in  this  loesl  woriL 

He  waa  a  tnmsient  resident  in  this  region  previoos  to  the  Berobtioa,  lai 
his  deseendants  are  now  rMidenti  of  the  Ocnesee  eoonfiy. 


pro.  6.] 

OLIVBB    PHSLPS*    SPEECH    TO    THE    IHDlAHS,    III    AJTSWEl  70 

COMFLAIHTS. 


I  wish  in  afiiendlj  manner, to  state  to  yon  the  particulars  of  oor  bsr^:* 
I  arrired  at  Buflklo  creek,  0*Bai],  (Complanter,)  had  leased  all  yoor  cogsV 
ingston  and  Benton.  I  had  boag^t  that  lease  of  Liringrton,  bat  I  focadf 
dissatisfied,  and  not  willing  to  give  ap  jour  coontry.  Although  I  had  poes 
confirmed  that  lease  and  hare  held  yopr  lands,  yet  I  would  not  hare  anrfti 
with  yoor  lands  without  your  Toluntary  consent.  I  therefore,  to  remote  At 
of  the  way,  and  set  your  minds  at  ease,  bought  so  much  of  it  of  Lirin^sSicc  a 
the  Seneca  landu^  and  gare  up  the  lease  to  yon,  makiog  it  all  Toid ;  sdAi 
Seneca  lands  was  yours.  So  that  by  my  means  you  got  yoor  vhole  eois 
again.  I  then  came  forward  with  a  speech  to  yon,  requesting  to  pordHKi 
your  country.  Ton  was  not  willing  to  aell  so  much  as  I  wanted,  bat  d 
time  we  agreed  on  the  line& 

Brothsn^  yon  rsmember  we  set  op  sll  night    It  waa  almost  nwrniug  1 

agned  on  the  boandsriea    Alter  bresk&st  we  returned  to  agree  on  the 

~  ham.    CufL  O'Bail  aid  he  was  willing  to  take  the  aame  propoftv 

*^  4it  Iiffai0rtoii  waa  to  paj  for  the  whola 

'■"TdtuhlsJ  the  terms  of  the  bargain  m  fixed  by  the  it* 
"^  Aon  pViHBt^  in  ecmfirmation  of  hi^statemesL] 

Jsayott  agreed  to  the  terms  proposed,  bat  insisted  di 

kina^ts  whSdi  I  sgreed.    Brothers^  yon  know  ib 

^l^aj'alltdlslike;  they  all  tell  one  sUsy. 

ts  contend  with  you.    I  am  an  honest  a^ 

mj  fhaiarter,  yon  will  not  find  u^m^M 
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Sodas;"  "Br.  Prescott,  Phelpstown ; "  "Samuel  Cbbwell,  Friends'  Settlement;" 
**  Alexander  M'Donald,  Caledonia ; "  "  Nathan  Fisk,  Northfield ;  "  "  Widow  Rebecca 
Reed,  Pittstown ; "  " Wm.  White,  Palmyra;"  "Elisha  Sylrester,  Lyons;"  "John 
Smith,  Williamsburg;"  "James  O.Shennett*  Potter's  Town;"  "  Henry  Tower,  Hope- 
ton;"  "Solomon  Hull,  Jerusalem;"  "David  Nash,  Big  Tiee;"  "Joseph  Pondrf, 
Tonawanda; "  "  Eliakim  Crosby,  Fort  Erie ; "  "  Peter  Anderson,  Big  Springs." 


[NO.  9.] 


The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  census  roll  of  Oen.  Amos  Hall,  a  deputy  marshal 
under  the  U.  S.  census  law  of  1790.  The  author  presumes  that  the  enumeration  was 
made  in  July  and  August  of  that  year.  It  embraces  the  names  of  all  who  were  headft 
of  fiEuniliea^  in  all  the  region  west  of  the  old  Massachusetts  pre-emption  line  :  * 


Na  9. 7th  R. 
William  Wadsworth, 
Phineas  Bates, 
Daniel  Ross, 
HeniT  Brown, 
Enoch  Noble, 
Nicholas  Rosecrants, 
David  Robb, 
Nahum  Fairbanks. 

Na  1,  2nd  R. 
Eleaxer  Ldndley  Esq. 
— — ~  Danids, 
Samuel  Lindley, 
John  Seelj, 
Esekiel  Mlumford, 
Eleaxer  Lindley,  Jr,, 

Na2,ad.R. 

Arthur  Erwine, 
Henry  Culp, 
William  Anchor, 
Martin  Young, 
Peter  Gardner, 

Na  3  <fc  4,  5th  <&  6th  R'& 
James  Headley, 
William  Baker, 
Jedediah  Stevens^ 
Uriah  Stevens, 
Uriah  Stephens^  Jr., 
John  Stepnens, 
Richard  Crosby, 
Solomon  Benneliu; 
Andrew  Bennett, 
John  Jameson. 

Nall,2d.  R. 
Sweet, 


Ezra  Phelps. 

No,  10,  3d.R. 
Nathaniel  Gorfaam,  Jr. 
Nathaniel  Sanborn, 


No.  10,  3d.  R. 
John  Fellows, 
Joseph  Smith, 
James  D.  Fisk, 
Israel  Chapin, 
John  Clark, 
Martin  Dudley, 
Phineas  Bates, 
Caleb  Walker, 
Judah  Colt, 
Abner  Barlow, 
Daniel  Brainard, 
Seth  Holcomb, 
James  Brocklebank, 
Lemuel  Castle, 
Benjamin  Wells, 
John  Freeman, 

No.  11,  3d.  R. 
Abraham  Lapham, 
Isaac  Hathaway, 
Nathan  Harrington, 
John  M'Cumber, 
Joshua  Harrington, 
Elijah  Smith, 
John  Paine, 
Jacob  Smith, 
John  Russell, 
Nathan  Comstock, 
Israel  Reed, 
Reuben  Allen. 

Na  12,  3d.  R. 
Webb  Harwood, 
David  White, 
Darius  Comstock, 
Jerome  Smith. 

No.  8,  4th  R. 
Gamaliel  v\  Uder, 
Epliraim  Wilder, 
Aaron  Rice, 
Aaron  Spencer. 


No.  9,  4th  R. 
Japes  Goodwin, 
William  Goodwin, 
Nathaniel  Fisher, 

No.  10,  4th  R. 
Ephraim  Rew, 
Lot  Hew, 
Matthew  Hubble, 
John  Barnes, 
Oliver  Chapin, 
Nathaniel  korton, 
John  Adams, 
Michael  Rodgen^ 
Allen  Sage, 

Nail,  4th  R. 
Seymour  Boughton, 
Jared  Boughton, 
Zebulon  Norton, 
Elijah  Taylor. 

Na  9,  5th  R. 
Gideon  Pitts. 

Na  10,  5th  R. 
Peregrine  Gardner, 
Amos  Hall, 
Beni.  Gardner, 
Peck  Sears, 
Samuel  Miller, 
John  Alger, 
Sylvanus  Thayer. 

Nal2,5thR.    , 
Jared  Stone, 
Simon  Stone, 
Israel  Farr, 
Thomas  Cleland, 
Sihw  Nye, 
Josiah  Giminson, 
Alexander  Dimn, 
David  DaviB^ 


Genera  and  the  Frienda  Settlement  on  Seneca  Lake^  ia  of  oouise  not  indnded. 
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the  Prophet  E]i|ilL    He  would,  belbreproplMS)'iii^  wear  oooiid  At  IvvvpBtrfb 
vaifty  a  bandage  or  ginlle,  tied  very  tight,  and  when  it  had    raiiwid  the  vf^  pRi 
his  Momach  to  swell,  he  would  preteul  to  be  filkd  with  the  piopheCae  tjiiium.  vinAh 
would  impart  to  the  commanitj.    Bat  after  some  time,  Jemimaand  her  PiefAii  f» 
relied,  and  be  then  denounced  her  as  an  impostor,  declared  that  she  had  ispMiia 
his  crodulitj,  and  that  he  had  nerer  been  a  propheL    After  haTic^  dxTerted  tami 
of  his  prophetic  character,  he  became  a  justice  of  the  pe^ee,  and  in  that  eapacirjMM 
a  warrant  against  Jemima,  charging  her  with  blasphemy.    She  was  Kcnnmcr 
brought  to  Canandaigua,  bj  virtue  of  this  warrant,  and  at  a  circuit  eoort  beU  j^  k 
1796,  by  the  late  Grovemor  Lewis,  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Scale,  a  £  tf 
indictment  prepared  bj  Judge  Howell,  of  Canandaigua,  then  District  Attomv.ia 
laid  before  the  Grand  Jury.    Judge  Lewis  baring  told  the  Grsnd  Jury,  ^s  k  ^ 
laws  and  constitution  of  this  State,  bbsphemy  was  not  an  indictable  oflnee,  ■■ 
was  found.    Judge  Howell  has  informed  me  that  a  aimilar  qoeatioB  harisf  ba 
brought  before  a  full  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court,  that  Judge  Lewis' 
oremiled  by  all  the  other  Judges,  and  that  blasphemy  was  decided  to  he  an  ii 
offence.    These  litigations  however,  had  considerably  lessened  the  nnmhv  el  krfti- 
lowers^  but  she,  as  I  am  informed,  retained  until  her  death,  her  wi^imwmi^  q^^  g  a^ 
■iderable  portion  of  them. 

Prior  to  these  occurrences,  Jemima  had  been  attached  with  a  violent 
she  expected  to  die.    Under  this  conviction,  she  caused  her  diaoplea  to  be 
in  her  sick  chamber,  when  she  told  them  that  her  Heavenly  Father,  tSnfi^thBl^ 
wickedness  of  the  world  was  so  great,  that  there  was  no  pronpect  in  her  i 
reclaiming  it,  had  determined  that  she  should  soon  quit  it,  and  rvjoin  hi 
Having  unexpectedly  recovered,  she  again  aanmbled  them,  whoi  sbe 
them  that  her  Heavenly  Father  had  again  commanded  her  to  remain  on  < 
one  more  trial 

When  I  firMt  saw  Jemima,  she  was  a  fii^  looking  woman,  of  a  gnod  heigle  ■  ac 
though  not  corpulent,  inclined  to  en  bon  point.  Her  hair  was  jci  Uack.  iheiix 
curleil  on  her  shouldcre :  ^he  had  fine  eyes  and  good  teeth,  and  complexioB.  Beir^ 
oonsiKtcd  of  a  i^ilk  pur]>le  rube,  open  in  frunt ;  her  under  dre«s  m-a«  of  the  fiaes  vts 
cambric  or  muAlin.  Round  her  throat,  she  wore  a  large  crarat  bordered  ^rck  taf 
lace.  She  wsa  very  ignorant,  but  pusoowwd  an  uncommon  mt- mory  :  thooeh  fh«  tivk 
neither  rcail  nor  write,  it  wm  nid  that  fthe  knew  the  Bible  by  heart,  from  i9  hsraf 
been  mid  to  her.  The  sermon  1  heard  h<T  preach,  was  bad  in  poizit  of  lasfcafK.  ai 
almost  unintt^lligible  :  aware  of  her  deficiencies  in  this  resfiect,  fhe  caused  ooe  d  ^ 
followers  to  toll  me,  that  in  her  discouiws.  she  did  not  aim  ax  expreasini:  hendf  ■  ^ 
language,  prefming  to  adopt  her  style  to  the  cs^iacity  of  the  matt  iDitcntt  d  ^ 


[NO.  8.] 


In  180S,  the  onlr  Post  Office  in  ull  the  Geneaee  ccmntnr  west   of  Gateva. 
Oanandaiirua.    To  fihow  the  Ttmdvtr  how  wide  a  recion  of  new  setiiemeniK  w< 
braeed  in  iti«  circle  of  delivcrv,  tiie  author  extracts  from  its  list  cif  »dvtra>«a  m 
frw  name^  and  their  l(«ralitit4i :  — 

*  Mr.  Garbut,  noar  Geneva  :  "  "  Oen,   Mounrjoy  Baiky.  Gtiueva  :  "   •  Wn. 
QoT.  Hou.oe.  bead  uf  Lake  Ontario;**  Samuel  Bimsiii.  <Av{ir   "     "Jiathiw  Citt 
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ftodan:**  <-Dr.  IVaMvlt.  FbelpttiivB;**  *SummI  OobwvD.  Fiwadi^  flcCdMMBt:** 
'Afex»tWll*IKiiMJd,CaMoniA:**  *  Natluai  F^k.  KoitfaMd  ;***  Widow  RcbMxa 
Iced.  rinM)i>vn:*'-Wm.  W1ut«.  PftlBTim:**  ^EMu  StItwCot.  Ltmw;**  *Jo1ui 
iButK.  WilliuMhuTip :  **  "  Jamw  O.  SheniMCt  PoOee*  Tovn :  **  «-  Hcon-  Tovw.  Hope- 
■■:'*  *^is«l«4»iQ  Hull  JffUMkm:**  '^D^tid  XmIu  Bifc  Tiw;"  -jowpk  Pwdrr. 
r«MV»&aA;*'  -ElttkimCix»bT.F«vtEhe;**-^P«C«TADdawii.Bi;S{nii^ 


[NO.  9l] 


Xa  1.  dud  R 
Ekaaor  LndkT  En. 

1>um£w 

Sftmwtl  Lindkj. 
Jolui  SmIt. 

EWawt  LiiKlkT.  Jr. 
Niv  :i  dd.  R. 

AnJ.  .r  Kr«u.r, 
Hc-nrr  Culjv 
WiUiun  Aim-Imv. 
Martin  Y«^ur.j;. 
r«:«-r  Ganint r. 

J^mr*  Headier. 
Willain  Baker. 


IbrhaM  N^br. 

Andivw  BrtiDea, 

Jokn  JanMtk>ik. 

Na  n.tkLR. 


Na  ».  4tk  R. 
JaiDe«  Uoodvin. 
WiUiain  inxdvia. 


TV  (^()ovir|rift  an  aibicnrt  of  Uie  c«nmi  loIl  of  G«n.  Aiw*  Hall,  a  dqwtr  laanikal 
the  r.  S.  <vnfqw  lav  of  ITM.    Tbe  autkiir  prawnMn  ikat  tbe  enaoMffStiMi  ▼» 
in  JcIt  axKl  AQ|n>A  «^f  tkai  rear.    It  eaibraw*  ike  name*  of  all  vko  weiv  keafii^ 
ji  frziuliea.  in  all  ike  R^>n  veM  of  tW  old  ¥— arknierti  piv^-empdv^ 

NV  10.  3d.  IL 
Jokn  Felii^wi*. 
J«iM^  Smhk. 
JaiB«»  D.  Fntk, 
I«nMl  Ckanit, 
J.>k»  Clark. 
MamnDudW. 
PkineM  Buoiw 
Cak4^  Walktf , 
jQdakCoh, 
AbMT  Bariov. 
Daniel  Bniand. 
SKkHolftimK 
JamaBMkkknk. 
Lemuel  Oaiclo^ 
BrnjamiB  WelK 
Jt^B  Piwrnan. 

No.  11.3d.IL 
Ainkara  Lapkam. 
I«nac  Hatkavaj. 
Naskan  Harru^ton. 
JtVkn  MVnmher, 
J«wkua  HamngtOB, 
ElijakSmiik. 
JiMbn  raine, 
Ja(H>b  Smi:k. 
J<^n  RuM^lL 
Katkan  c\niiMDck. 
I«nelK«d. 
ReuKMi  Allen. 

Niv  1^  3d.  It 
WfW»  Harr«xid. 
Pavid  While. 
Utahnt  ConHtoek, 
Jcn^me  Smiik. 

No.S.4tk  R. 
Gamaliel  v^  i^ier. 
F}4iraini  WiKler. 
Aanv.  Ricv. 
Aa7\«n  Spwcvr. 


X...  10.  v..  R. 
!Ca:kavi«N  C»*-rKam.  Jr. 
Xa:l*axiiei  Sai.Uvr.. 


NaiaitkR 
E|ikraia  Rev, 
Loc  Rev. 
MattkevHnbbk; 
Jokn  Bainaik 
OliTvr  Ckann. 
Xttkaniel  Noit 
Jokn  Ada* 

MickMl  R.^l«m. 
Allen  Sa|[«» 

5all.4tkR. 
Sernour  Bouj^kton, 
Jarvd  Bo:uku«. 
ZehukM)  Ki^n^^B. 
Elijak  TajKv. 

Xo.  9.  SA  R. 
Gidoiin  l^na. 

NoL  10.  Stk  R. 
PeiwritK'  l«aMn«r, 
Anhv  Hall 
Beni  Oanlner. 
Peck  S<w«. 
Samuel  Miller. 
Jokn  Aker. 
SThnnof  TkaT«r. 

No.  1^  .Mk  R. 
Janrd  Sn^ne. 
8ini>n  8ioM^ 
Imel  Fair. 
TkomMCIekML 
SiWNve, 
Jonah  t^iminMn. 
Alexamin'  Thmn, 
DnTidDnvv. 


*  Genera  and  tke  F 


Uh^m^ 


~  (. 


.L 


II  ^ 


'^..^ 


....    "'  .'  ■■•rf. 


.^..-N  "'ft' ;  FemalM,  340;  Free  Blacks  7  ;  SlarM.  9 : 


To.  9. 1ft  IL 
Dsrvl  Smith, 

Eshtr  Fnr-yth, 
Thomas  Smith, 
Harrr  Smith. 
Thomaji  Harlun. 

X...  10,  1st  R. 
S*^th  Ile<-i. 
Thad'Uu-  Oaks, 
Jonathan  Whitnej, 
Solon  lOii  Wam».'r, 
Jonarhau  <^)akH, 
Jofttj  h  KJIbr^ume, 
John  Whi?«'orah, 
Phinii-ait  Stevfrvg^ 
Benjamin  Tuttle, 

Xo.  11.  l«t  R. 
J^'ihn  D.  li*j!\tinij0m, 
Pierci"  Grari^T. 

Xa  9.  21  R. 
Franri-"  Hri^ss, 
Micluiel  Pierce, 
Benjamin  Tihbitu, 
Henry  LoTtll, 
Juhn  Walfrird, 
William  Hall 
ArnoM  Potter. 

Na  10,  9d.  R. 
Sweet, 


yo.io.a-:3. 

Danitri  '»v* 

P-2-^ 

r>a.T. 

I>arli:.^  Ha"-.rji 
Da--i.i  Ba:>/. 
WLCam  R^:•r. 
Gpr«h'm  S-i-li. 

Hiu  i:-4.-T.^T. 

M'>n?aA  D-aiiA, 
Williain  I>e«£x 
Hi>7a:i<>  J>  LMu 
Wiiliaai  E»-:r.^ 
Xathan  F  ■▼:*. 
J«.-r»fmLih  •Tr-^rrr, 

y2<:h«.Lu  Pr  'V^' 
Jar.  At  PUiijji.  * 

Cal.f.  F  .rsrJi. 
Xathar.  Cw=j 

Peter  ShM-apr, 
EUrneier  AZac. 
CLrLBto^htr  I'  :jc 
Zepharjah  H.*:^ 
Edwmrd  Hirp. 

—Total  i»'i-^'J  IL  l.*t 


[No.  10.] 
Ml^RDER  OF  MAJOR  TRUEMAy. 

•TaTEME>'T  of  WILLIAM  SlfZLLIZ,  OBTAI.VZD  BT  CHARLES  WTLLIaM»  5] 


.  >.  -:  :hr  'iOili of  May  lart,  [1793]  I  l.ft  Fort  Waiih:r;crori.  m  r  -rr.r.-.r.r  t 

la*-..:.  uiJ  Trjeman.    Aft»r  Vn-arirji:  ::9  ri.riifiaT.y  7  'L-ty*.  Maj-ir  Hari.r.  l:  : 

xu.n  '.^-'k  tlie  n:'':tc  fur  >ai.'l';-ky,  wl.il*?  MajiirTri».riiic.  wit}»  wL-n;  I  c-  :.:.- 

..».  ■ .  -i»-  ft^r  Atj  Ciiizt*.    A>-'';t  r. :.•«.?  wf  fill  in  with  twi^  T:..liAr.«  ar.-i  a  '.."'.■ 

.,  ,  K^*-*\  frinrn-llj  an-l  .i^ko-l  t-i  i:.camp  wirh  'l%  ftayir^ th-.y  w>y.il  i  I*.- » 

..uift.',  th'T:  a?"j;t  30  mile*  'IL-tant- 

^:!rr  liavini*  inaik-  firw*.  raki-n  i.'ir  •nj.j,..'r  an'l  SDinkM.  ifaj'-r  Tr;emir.  La.:  ] 

.    lalli-n  to  p'cfrp.    Tlic  "!'l'  V  I:.<llan  anki-*!  mc  to  a(«k  rho  Maj-  .r  if  he  w    :'..': 

Wv  Major** Mrfvai.t  ti<'«l  to  him  a<  •'■therwl**  tlio  Ir-'lLari  V<.y^  "w..':M  >*  afrv 

'  A.    Ma-'frCiiiatf^btr-d  that  Ik  is  j^rvant  niii,'!.?  Ijeti'-ilto  Ijm.  whi-h  W3>.  .^  : 

...  1 1 1  lit-  Mvor  '•oT<-T'-'l  h:rn."«^!f  all  o7*-r  virli  Lis  hLiTiki.  T  to  ki-^y-  •  'f  r-.-  :■_ 
..  .:  >*  I  III!  1  f  I  frill  .vU-^p.     Th«-  Ii.lia:..a  ?«:  ^:|i  a-.nir.«t  a  I'-jra:.  I  ■'•:    k'.-i.     T 
.  luit  'it  "ifi-'l  mi'  U>  Uy  flown  rin  a  U-ar  i^kin  n*-ar  him.  wLi-h  I  >!:■!.     Ti"»:- 
;  ...i.  Ill  aiii-i, '  l>i«>k,  what  a  >jn«l  fr:n  T  havo  »'o^'  an*!  takir.j  a-Ivir.ra^     f  :r.T  L- 
.  .Ill  .1  llir  oili'-r  uftv.  fin.-«l,  killir,::  Mi'or  Tn:i  man,  the  hall  fr.r.  r.-  j  r.:*  1-  r 
i  Li  Mrtjiif  ihri  u  l.iitiR«lf  ov»-r  on  hl^Icft  •«i'i»',  :fr"anei|  ar^l  "iif-l  irn»-.' -:*.!•.  ;■. . 
..  iiv« ;  lltB  Majur'n  M.<rvaxit  (luengagcd  >uni«ilf,  ran,  but  was  orcnakez  ac-i 


.— L    '  • 


I-  - 


*  -.  -w-  - 


ir  :^.: 
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bftck.  One  of  the  Indians  wntched  me  to  shoot  mc,  but  I  covered  mTBolf  with  the 
tree,  and  reasonGd  with  him  to  aare  mj  life.  The  Indian  who  had  the  Major's  SGirant 
called  t<)  the  one  wlio  had  the  ^un  to  thoot  aa  he  could  not  hold  him.  He  tumud  and 
■lit>t  him  through  the  heart. 

When  all  thiA  was  dono  ther  called  mo  to  come  to  the  fire,  wliich  I  did  after  they  had 
prorol«K>d  to  save  mj  life.  Next  morning  thej  carried  mo  to  An  (ilaize  where  I  met 
some  of  mj  adoptoil  relatives*  and  was  well  used.  At  this  time  there  seemed  to  be  u 
snspenflion  of  hoHtilitios  on  account  of  Brant's  going  to  Philadelphia.  They  were  wai- 
tinf^  for  hi:*  answer.  While  I  was  at  Bois  do  Bou,  a  great  council  was  held  to  hear 
Brant's  answer,  whom  they  heard  was  returning ;  but  on  his  being  taken  sick  one  Mr. 
Gill  brought  his  papers,  which  were  opened  before  a  great  council  But  as  Congress 
ther  said,  had  not  agreed  to  giro  up  the  land  on  the  further  side  of  the  Ohio,  the  voice 
for  war  was  unanimous,  and  a  paity  of  600  warriors  marched  immediately  after  to 
attack  Fort  Jefferson. 

Mr.  Williamson  added  that  Smellie  informed  him  that  the  Indians  were  bufily 
omployi-d  in  concentrating  their  forces,  and  that  they  expected  to  have  not  loss  than  7 
or  8000  warriors  the  next  year ;  and  that  they  were  liborJly  supplied  by  the  British 
provisions,  arms  and  ammunition. 


[Na  11.] 
THE  PULTENEY  TITLE. 


Not  m  much  m  the  reader  will  have  been  led  to  anticipate  by  the  referonce  in  the 
body  of  the  work,  will  be  given.  In  proceeding  to  the  task,  ^e  author  fimnd  that  a 
connected  historical  and  legal  deduction  of  title  would  involve  the  use  of  too  much 
■pace,  at  a  stage  of  the  work  in  which  oondensation,  and  the  omission  of  much  matter 
already  prepared,  had  become  necessary.  8o  fiu"  as  the  validity  and  soundness  of  the 
title  is  ci>ncemed,  now  after  the  lapee  of  over  half  a  century,  when  the  acts  of  our  legi.^ 
lature  and  the  decrees  of  our  courts  have  frequently  confirmed  them,  and  no  loss  than 
three  Attorney  Generals  of  state  have  investigated  and  made  reportH  coinciding; ;  the 
whole  must  be  deemed  now  a  settled  question.  Certainly,  a  careful  perusal  of  the 
whole  chain  of  title,  induces  the  conclusion  that  there  are  few  less  broken  and  imper- 
fect ;  few  instances  in  which  through  so  many  changes,  and  a  long  succession  of  years, 
a  title  has  been  so  carefully  guarded. 

In  the  body  of  the  work,  the  Pulteney  estate  is  left  vested  in  Henrietta  Laura  Pulte- 
mer,  the  daughter  of  Sir  William  Pulteney.  She  died  in  July.  1808,  leaving  a  cousin. 
Sir  John  Lowther  Johnson,  her  sole  heir.  He  died  in  December,  1811 ;  previous  to 
vhkh  he  had  executed  a  will  devising  aU  of  his  real  e^te  in  America,  in  trust,  (to  be 
■old  and  the  proceeds  specifically  appropriated,)  to  Ernest  Augustus,  Duke  of  Cumber- 
UbkI,  Charles  Herbert  Pierrepoint*  David  Cathcart  and  Masterton  Vm.  In  theee  trus- 
tam,  and  their  saccoaiorB,  the  title  now  remains,  in  trust  for  two  sons  of  George  Frede- 
rick Johnstone,  who  was  an  only  son  of  Sir  James  Lowther  Johnstone.  The  heirs  are 
twins^  bom  after  the  death  of  their  &ther,  and  are  now  minors^  being  but  1 1  years  of 
■g«k    They  roade  in  ScotUnd. 

The  portion  of  the  origiiud  estate  of  the  London  Associates,  which  in  the  divirion, 
fall  to  Gov.  William  Hornby,  is  owned  by  his  grand-children  whorsside  in  LondoiL 


^Smellie  had  been  an  Indian  captifa, 
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\TSO.  IS.] 
BXD  JACKET  ^FABMKB'8  BBOTHBa—miAV  WAE  DtlMS 

D 


It  msfDot  1w  aaiHi  to  MflitMA  kai^ 
fHMnl^  bdiefied  t»  be  eiiinet»  ta  to  tiie 
aSMlicm.    Tho BMliMMlup  ii dsifwl fiiMB  bM^ 
liM^  beetooe  tliejr  Kf  tiMoApriagof  the  motlMr  a 
the  War-Ghieii  cakj,  wn  adeeted  for  bisfwf  md 
obeeqwliirtliyWMdetamuiiedtobeci— Bsfierli—     To 
fled  to  tlM  IndieBiy  that  the  Graet  Spirit  hHl  Bttfo 
Ibtioii  would  BeverpnaiMr^iiiitiltliejrBadflaf  bima 
]ittieattflDtiaovaepttdtotbM|iieteMied«Pfebtioa;  bottW 
UoMif  of  erwy  cabunitj  that  beieilbeVatioB^flueii  wan 
theaBBaU  pogyeadiBgaaMagtheai,mdallrih«tadallthe 
toOfliriioteonqajiivvitbthevillof  theChaatflpiriL    Ha 
B  tbia  eouEM  until  be  vaa  made  a  SadMBB. 

TbeFanner'a  Brother  vaa  a  taD^porafiil 
htdj  hoDfU^  and  pnawwan^  and  dwiiia^  to 
He  waadignified  and  fluent  m  bia  pubUe  nwaliaig 
briDianeT  of  Red  Jacket*  be  poaanndg 
the  white  peopk  and  the  Indbaa 

It  aaagr  not  be  impnipv  bera  to  daafriba  a 
jaTMted,  and  joiaed  inyduriag  thia  tiaa^y.    ftbdaigfull 
honor  of  that  biminary.    Thero  were  pieatat  pmbablj  1500 
aeatedon  the  ground  forming  a  kige  drele,  eaeepting  that  part  aC  i^ 
burning,  and  not  far  from  which  waaapillaror  post,  lepraeeatiBf  theattiketo 
criminals  are  tied  when  tortnivd,  after  having  been  taken  IB  battle.    AverycU 
ChieC  much  diitfingtiiihed  for  hii  bravcty,  and  called  the  Fidh 
ed  the  If  oon  in  a  speech  of  about  a  half  an  hour  in  length,  oeeaaKaaallT, 
the  fire  a  handfol  of  tobacco,  aa  an  ofliefing.    After  thia  npofcK  v«  aD 
adrea  full  length  upon  the  ground,  the  head  of  one,  toodiiag  tha  feat  ef 
and  at  one  end  of  the  circle  orfmmenotd  the  uttcnnee  of  agnttaial 
repeit€d,  oue  after  the  other,  br  ererj  person  present    Then  feOavad  the  Vi 
performed  bj  joung  waiiiors,  naked  to  the  waiM  band,  with  hrnliia 
aticakaof  red,  down  their  becks  repreaeating  stiaaaM  ef  blooiL 
the  dancers  would  strike  the  post,  representing  the  iwtuiad 
bodj  he  was  SQppoaed  to  thruat  themdof  abumingabck  of 
biagof  thenun^Mrof  acalpa  be  had  taken  fiointhoae  of  Ida  tribe 
ram  drank  during  thia  esremonj,  had  begsa  to  prodnee  ita  eflael 
atrack  the  poet,  and  imprndcntlj  bogaa  to  boast  of  the  aambcr  of 
tdkea  daring  the  War  of  the  BcrokitioB,  when  the  OiMidsa  akiaa 
AaicriEan%  and  the  Senecaa,  Ca jugai^  Onondagaak  and  CTappeaaa 
Thia  boast  exchtd  the  anger  of  the  others,  kiuT«s  were  diawa.  a^ 
baeabloodj  work,  had  not  okl  Fish  Carrier,  (who  waa  ▼cBentad  huh  a 
afaaDdhiabiaTerT,)intsrpoeed.    He  aroac,  and  addrearing  faonaelf  la 
riofik  told  them  that  when  aor  of  them  had  attained  his  age^and  bad 
flca^  aa  he  had,  it  would  be  time  for  them  to  boast  of  what  thijhad  dflMc 
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it  in  peace  or  irar,  they  miut  lopse  all  their  improyements,  and  housee  on  one  side  of 
it»  those  people  must  all  be  gone  who  do  not  obtain  leave  to  become  the  King's  sub- 
jects. What  belongs  to  the  Indians  will  of  course,  be  secured  and  confirmed  to  theuL 
"Childbxn  :  What  farther  can  I  say  to  you  ?  You  are  witnesses  that  on  our  parts 
we  have  acted  in  the  most  peaceable  manner,  and  borne  the  language  and  conduct  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States  with  patience.  But  I  betieye  our  patience  is  almost 
exhausted."* 


[NO.  16.] 
WILUAM  EWINg's  LETTER  TO  GEN.  CHAPIN WATNE's  VICTORY. 


Genxseo^  Sept  17th,  1794 
Israel  Chapin,  Esq.,  Sir : — Agreeable  to  your  request,  the  26th  ultimo  I  left  this 
place  to  go  and  see  Capt.  Brant,  and  bring  him  forward  to  Canandalgua  if  possible. 
As  I  passed  through  Buflyo  Creek  settlement,  I  was  told  by  Red  Jacket,  one  of  the 
Seneca  chiefe,  that  the  Indians  at  that  place,  and  the  Six  Nations  in  different  parts  of 
the  country  around,  had  not  yet  determined,  whether  they  would  attend  the  treaty  at 
Canandaig^a  or  not;  that  they  were  waiting  for  Capt  0*Bail  (Complanter,)  and  other 
chiefis  to  come  in,  whose  arrival  was  hourly  expected,  when  they  should  determine 
what  answer  to  send  to  your  inyitation,  though  himself  and  many  others,  from  the 
first,  was  determined  to  attend  your  council  fire.  I  was  also  told  by  young  Jcmison, 
a  Seneca  Indian,  that  CoL  Butler  left  that  place  a  few  hours  before  I  arrived,  who 
had  been  in  council  with  the  Indians  some  days  past,  and  that  he  was  of  an  opinion 
that  Butler  was  trying  to  stop  the  Indians,  and  he  did  not  think  they  would  go  to 
Canandaigua.  I  from  this  place  crossed  the  riyer  to  the  British  side,  and  proceeded  down 
the  riyer  to  Niagara  Fort  I  found  the  British  had  been  much  alarmed  at  Gen. 
Wayne's  adyancing  into  the  Indian  country.    The  news  was  that  Wayne  had  an  en- 

*  The  authenticity  of  this  speech  of  Lord  Dorchester  Ib  denied  by  Chief  Justice 
Marshall,  and  Mr.  Sparks,  in  his  Life  and  Correspondence  of  Washington,  notes  Uiat 
denial  without  dissent  Hence  it  has  been  received  as  spurious,  and  I^rd  Dorchester, 
with  his  Goyemment)  has  escaped  the  responsibility  of  having  uttered  such  an  un- 
warrantable document  The  first  copy  was  forwarded  to  President  Wasliington  by 
Goyemor  Clinton,  who  did  not  doubt  its  genuineness.  Neither  did  the  President ; 
since,  in  his  letter  to  Governor  Clinton,  acknowledging  its  receipt,  ho  states  his  reasons 
at  lai^e  for  dissenting  from  the  opinions  of  those  who  were  proclaiming  it  to  be  spurious. 
On  tne  contrary,  he  declared  that  he  entertained  "  not  a  doubt  of  its  authenticity." 
Equally  strong  was  he  in  the  opinion,  Uiat  in  making  such  a  speech.  Lord  Dorchester 
haa  spoken  the  sentiments  of  the  British  Cabinet^  according  to  his  instructions.  On 
the  20th  of  May,  the  attention  of  the  British  Minister,  Mr.  Hammond,  was  called  to  the 
subject  by  the  Secretary  of  State^  Edmund  Randolph,  who  remonstrated  strongly,  not 
only  against  the  speech,  but  against  the  conduct  of  Governor  Simcoe,  who  was  then 
engaged  in  measures  of  a  hostile  character.  Mr.  Hammond  replied  on  the  22d  of 
May,  rather  tartly ;  and,  what  renders  the  denial  of  the  speech  by  Marshall  and  Sparks 
the  more  singular,  is  the  fact,  that  the  British  Minister  said  m  that  letter  : — "  I  am 
willing  to  admit  Uie  authenticity  of  the  speech." — fSfs  T.  jB.  Wait  4*  Son't  Edition 
^  Amtrican  State  PaperSt  voL  1,  Ihvm  449—453.]  "  But  if  doubt  has  existed  be- 
lore,  as  to  the  TOnuine  character  or  that  document  it  shall  no  longer  exist  I  have 
myself  transcrioed  the  preceding  extracts  from  a  certified  manuscript  copy,  discovered 
ampng  the  papers  of  Joseph  Brant  in  my  possession." — Author  of  Uft  qfBranL 

NoT&— If  confirmation,  other  than  that  furnished  by  CoL  Stone,  is  required,  the 
pa])er8  of  Gen.  Israel  Chapin  will  supply  it  As  superintendent  of  Indian  affiurs  in  this 
region,  Gen.  Chapiii  obtained  authentic  information  of  the  extraordinary  speech  of  Lord 
Dorchester  a  fisw  days  after  it  was  deliyeredw— Authos. 
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imder  trms  to  obfltrnct  the  conrae  of  Isv  and  jastice,  and  peiliapi  liy  one  Ud 

oTeitum  the  rerr  foundation  of  oar  Goveniniait  and  CouflUtutioii*  and  on  tha 

exert  the  unprincipled  and  lawless  domination  of  one  num.     The  Geacfal.  thgrf^ 

fioma  sense  of  datv,  and  desiroas  to  irard  off  impending  evils^  no  Icbb  tikan  in  er-spkanBr 

with  orders  from  his  ezcellencr,  the  Governor,  once  more  entreati  and  c^cb  clc-sv 

the  militia  of  his  division,  both  Train  Band  and  Alarm  Lkt,  and  indeed  rrerr  dw  4 

dtizens^  as  thej  prize  their  lives,  their  liberties,  their  pruapeiiti^  and  their  ewxtrv 

onitedlj  to  exert  themselves  to  prevent  thoee  ills  which  most  otberwiae  iscR.    Jbd 

all  officers  commanding  Regiments,  are  herebj  requested  and  commaaded  inaaKX^ 

to  march  with  all  the  effective  men  of  their  several  regiments  to  BrookfieU.  b  'J» 

count  J  of  Worcester,  and  to  wait  further  orders ;  the  oommanden  of  regimectt  tZ 

take  care  that  the  men  are  famished  with  arms,  ammunition  and  aceootmnecrs,  t»2 

dad,  and  with  fifteen  day*s  proviidona    The  General  bega  that  no  bttle  peiGuI « 

private  considerations  may  take  place  of  the  very  near  regard  we  all  owe  our  e&csr 

but  that  we  maj  with  one  tnind  contribute  in  our  several  eonditiona  to  recLnm  im  d^• 

luded,  bring  all  high  handed  offenders  to  the  punishment  they  ao  jnatlr  dcaun.  dI 

give  not  only  the  present  but  future  generations  proof  that  the  peace  and  dicery  d 

ManacfausettB  is  not  to  be  attacked  with  impunity. 

WIL  8H£P ARD,  Kaj. 


[NO.  U.] 


» 


LOID   DOKCBESTEK8   8PBECH   TO   THE    IKDIAJTB. 


"  CHiLDas!f :  I  was  in  expectation  of  hearing  from  the  people  of  the  United 
what  was  required  by  them ;  I  hoped  that  I  should  have  been  able  tobrinj?  roa  tdge^ff, 
and  make  vou  friendsL 

"CHiLnRLx  :  I  have  waited  long,  and  listened  with  great  attention,  bet  I  bavv  ^r» 
heard  one  word  from  them. 

**  Childretc  :  I  flattered  myself  with  the  hope  that  the  line  propr^ei  in  Ubi  jer 
eighty-three,  to  eeparate  us  from  the  United  States,  ychiek  ttag  imnudiMtdm  kr'Ja  if 
tkemsdtet  a*  $oon  as  peace  wai  signed,  would  have  been  mended,  or  a  new  coe  dnvr, 
in  an  amicable  manner.      Here,  also,  I  have  been  disapprtinted. 

"  Childrex  :  Since  my  return,  I  find  no  appearance  of  a  line  remains :  and  fron  ^ 
manner  in  which  the  people  of  the  United  States  rush  on,  and  act,  and  t»Tt-  ql  :ke 
side ;  and  from  what  I  learn  of  their  conduct  toward  the  sea,  I  riiall  no:  be  s:;7jn«d 
if  we  are  at  war  with  them  in  the  course  of  the  present  year ;  and  if  so,  a  line  m-sis^ei 
be  drawn  bv  the  warriora. 

**  CuLDEE5  :  You  talk  of  selling  your  lands  to  the  State  of  New  York.*  I  haw  tsU 
you  that  theve  is  no  !ine  between  them  and  us ;  I  shall  acknowledge  no  laxt'Ss  v>  b» 
their's  which  have  been  encroached  on  bv  them  since  the  vear  1783L  Tber  tbes  Into 
the  peace,  and  as  they  kept  it  not  on  their  part,  it  doth  not  bind  on  ouhl 

•CnLDDcr :  They  then  destroyed  their  right  of  pre-emption.  Theieibie  all  tkr 
qi|aoachea  toward  us  oince  that  time,  and  all  the  purchase-"  made  by  them.  I  c-iZJ*^ 
K  aa  infiingenieot  on  the  King's  rights    And  when  a  line  is  drawi^  betwMi.  w.  I* 

*^!M  Caogfanawaga  Indians,  reading  near  HontreaL  were  about  this  tixne  is  tnaP" 
Goffcnor  Geoige  Clinton,  for  the  sale  of  &Ltme  of  their  lands  Irinf  w:±:l  ua 
dnat  of  (he  State  of  New  York.    The  late  Egbert  Benaon  waa  a  Commstojbe 
.j9|Mt  of  tha  Stale. 
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M  ift  f«mc«  >.Y  w.  thcv  m^at  loaw  all  ^ir  imfrotteaMDdk  sai  kMam  ca  coe  mvm  of 


WTIiiAX  «W1XGS  LBTTKR  TV^  «IX.  CUAHX WATXK's  riCTOlT. 


i;n»iv\  s*|«.  i:^  i?M. 

l!ML»ii  Cs.»-t'«.  K*;^  1^  r^  .Vj*v«aKie  ?v*  twit  WNjTSrtC  thie  *kh  ;Lltit»>  I  left  ^Aat 
p&iL*v  V  jp'  4Svi  '«*  Care.  Rrxst.  A2\i  brlrur  fet*^  iTw^pi  ^.«  Cjuaadaipi^i  ti  ^^«ibi«. 
A*  I  rdiwi-d  •JL-*.'?i^-?i  B^A!o  Crwk  ^fCtlesifece.  1  w»  vM  by  Ked  Jickvc.  oiw  \'<  :h« 
^fc^-a  .-'^iriii  :^:  :lw  Ir-.luir*  i:  :ha:  f,'dK«.  a&i  the  Six  NaAc*i»  ta  dij^cvo:  purt*  o^ 
ibtf  wVTTry  J..-  i:=«.l  iA.i  s-.'C  xvc  vieCrrwLir.eii.  wieta^r  t!vT  vi«c!ii  anvihi  tb*  svurr  U 
Ca:ia:..ia:^:a  :r  tk-z  .  'har  :fc<T  wre  waitbtf  xt  v.'lre.  C>'t>a::I  i  Ow!JviiE:er  >  Aid  .'taer 

wbo:  jJL-^ver  ^.«  jveJ  ^>  vmct  i::n5i3^<A.  c2io«^  him4v2z  sad  maar  \^hitr%.  fruui  'J^ 
!irv.  iri*  itf  ceniiseit  ^o  ^netivi  T'.»cr  cvviac*!  ir».    1  wa*  uo  ft>Zvl  by  Tv««nj:  JtsisAiu 

hjfi  S«c  :;:  «M.-uu\'!l  v*:h  sbe  W<i;u&Q4L  A^aw  x^ys  :tHC»  sad  ^hai  ht  v«  of  aa  "ri-v¥'n 
tjuc  T^itlcr  vjtf  trruix  ^*  <^'P  (^  IttdBftSidi  asd  lie  dSi  sue  ^^'-^  ueT  wdc  ^.*  v> 
Ca :?  jjT'lLijr^a^  I  ^*ci  :h>^  pLuv  ^-ntmed  libir  rirvr  ^?  tbe  B^cah  ttie.  sad  pnoNCed  vk* vn 
th«  T-.Tvr  !'.•  NiOiCin  S'V'ft.  I  tLsind  the  I^;»^  h^i  Kwa  Btva  ajinued  ^  ireci 
WiT-i:'*  itiT:tvLV^  »r^*  :Sf  l^diAz  vVua^T.    Tbie  aewi>  va»  thae  Wars*  b*i  jc  eo- 


c*4":jl.'-  i-d  Mr  Siars.'k  ia  ^  l^>.  xivL  Ccrrvt*i:'>.ccv  :i  ^' abi'::'^.'.'-'.  -  ■-.■*  :'.li' 
irr  J*  ▼:":>•■::  lawrcr.  Hecor ::  ^j,<  Kva  :«<vi«vvi  w^rcrjook  asd  Lord  LV-.-vii-^stT. 
w"Ji  iLLt '"'Tvrar^ei:.  bjK  ew3Lx\i  the  w>jx*aj«VLirTi':'haTirjr  *i:%Evd  *ix*ci  an  .n- 
WTiTTLisiViV  ii.vur-ec-  "Pie  trsr^ry  ww  iTVjjriKd  ;*•  i^rvsder:  Wjeiiiii"-:t-'c"  Vy 
*«. v-^r.-'.c  Clii%^-.  w:.o  ^bi  r-::  .••.•<i":c  :■:*  ^ciire::-,>«k  Nei'.bi;r  ■i>i  thi:r  ?>:s.'-. r  •'. 
«:.!>.■.  ■.-  *::j*  '.-irz^r  :o  O.'TvrsvT  0Ii7"A'r;.  vi-v-w !■:>.: jT-'-iC  :» Tvctrivc  K'  <ra:i.*  ba^  r*:tkft'c* 
ir  JL"^  *'  r  i2*«"C."nLru:  r*'KX  th^  owtiX'Q*  v:  tb*.-*?  »&*.*  wvnp  ftiv^sun^  :1  ^^^  be  *i'<--'  '.ai 
•.Vx  the  ^•*«'r*rr.  bie  •iecond  'JxiZ  be  eczer&used  ■*  ao5  a  ^.cbc  o«':»  a  ::iiea:.c::y." 
P^^ -■«■';«•  «^^•c^  ira*  Ise  -jx  :hte  c»:vik*c.  :bkis  :u  "^ '*"^c «c?i  a  scv^x-i.  Lcni  lVr:\.s.:..r 
Iliu  ■iii.i^c  :be  «t?f"et»^.'f  {he  i>rt:»2x  CaVt-er.  Acv-^riir^v  hi*  bstrA'^'-p:*  '^-a 
•Jxe  i».>>.  :  Mav.  "itf  A.-:rcVj.'»tL  o;  the  ^:aifh  Mivjater.  ilr  Haruan-^^d.  v:»alle«:  ^.*  tbe 
^Se«.T  V^  'ie  >e«rvciry  of  $^:ft*.  Eds'iad  Raad^^I^'C.  wlk.*  rvak*cdCn»d  «r^»cj::v.  t:^^ 
otuy  i;£x.3dc  '^  fiwvb.  be:  4cuQdC  (hje  xvodtJcc  oi  ^'cwrehT  Susicvv.  vh«.'  vj^'  :!ivii 
enyri^^  li  2ie-4«Jv»^^  a  jjl^l>  c!iarw:er.  itr.  'rli'Ti— ■•-.  I  r-.'tvoi  sHi  tb.f  :iM  .  :* 
iCiy.  rather  vsr'.'.y  .  a::-.i.  v'n-i:  --viep*  rhe  denial  .■:*  zbn  *iv?\."i>y  SEam&all  a?d  S*  «i.-i>i 
vy'--.  -■>:  <-,r-lar  is  the  riv.:.  tha:  thse  R^.tsii  iliiarter  «?.:  ia  tba:  &«cser  :^ — '  i  im 
wllir^  -x*  *Li::i:':  thie  a^aertxirr  o£  CCie  <|>!*vh.*' — TcSw  T.  JL  BmC  ^  Sm**  Citfwa 
1^'  JlawwM  8Mi  l^^p«rf«  ««f^*l.  ^^«i  4<»  451]  'But  i£  o^bc  hm  exi;Ked  be- 
i.*rv.  ji»  V  tbe  <:«£.>  :u-:e  cbarac%:r  oc  tLa:  ikvuxect. ::  shall  so  V-aj?ff  ejuc  I  have 
xy«L:'  TrLr2«:r,St\i  *>•.*  yrvoova^  eatrtct^  r'.*ci  a  w\r^t!fe*l  riiz',acr.rc \vf  ▼.  diAV'i'ertfd 
i=j'c^  the  tiiivw  .*t*  J.-a  v4i  ^a^s  la  air  r^un.ijiiL'c."^  .!■  nLr  ^IM  «r'  "* — ' 


N.tm — I:  ci'o.ijn'a::.  a.  ocher  than  thas  r.:mahKd  by  OcL  Sbl'o*.  »  re';-i.-.r^  the 
j«re«  .:*  s^'ec  l«"»el  ^'ha^ti  wtU  sipfly  :i  JU«:pe^*J:;«^ieBL:  .'f  Inirau  t*^:^  i-  :r»i* 
r-o."P.  ^>*ep.  Chart"?  . •^ca:■?ed  4*:hientx"\ai.'raadfc'Q  of  th*  ^iswdinArT  spewch  of  U.'pi 


ZX»ch«iur  a  iew  dar»  afbtt  ic  w  «kliTVN«i— Ai 
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aw!  *hat  be  had  dtieaud  and  eooplrtelr  footed  the 
•emi  miks  4<yvB  dbe  Maari  of  tke  Lakm,  bd«yv  the  F«rt 
Bnaih,  and  diat  ai  he  pawed  br  die  Fort  be  <iwafytait  h, 
of  it,  igfuaeii  to  ecymplT  vhh  bif  jvpme,  attd  be  pased  a 
^e  to  tb«  Fort  Some  ■&  there  vaa  100  Infiaaa.  aoae  154L 
and  takcc  aad  thas  Ae  losi  oa  Warac'i  sde  vaa  Terr  wr^aet, 
B^  db*  beK  inforBabfjo,  aod  vha£  I  moat  <lep«afe4  on  vaa.  I  kdttvi 
dke  Cbxpptfva  Fort,  a:  the  head  of  the  Great  FalX  at  tibe  kiHai  -i^ 
plase;  azkd  I  oieiheaid  a  Mr.  PovcS,  vbo  bad  jK  armed  fc«ai 
the  officer  the  oen  cf  dha£  eocnoj,  azud  azaoc^  the  rcae  he  SmI 
waa  cichtT  or  aizkeCT  ladiazu  azhd  vbice  peoiple  loac  a  all : 
depeodctkoe  to  be  pot  ia  the  Jlilida  of  Detroit,  lor  when  1 
ther  refoaed  doing  dotr  m  the  Fort.  Gvr.  Siiaeoe  bad  calkd  aiss  aZ  »  Xlca  i 
tte  oooiitrT  aboot  Xiagara,  it  waa  aud  to  asac  the  pMBa  thnn^  «r  1»  aaaii  is  "d  I»- 
tnit.  bat  !zpon  hesing  that  Gen.  Warac  bad  rduiucd  bnek  Se>  bai  F 
Bome  deaertad.  and  ahoa:  sztr  vcre  kepc  xa 
to  be  napended  lot  the  preamL  I  from  Xiaeara  F^r:  pn^^^rjiri  n  v 
of  Lake  Onsario,  aboot  tve&tr  auka  from  CapL  Braas'a 
place  I  sot  ootain  iaforiBatian  that  Cape  Brant  bad  aet  off 
tniL  At  thtf  pUce  I  alH>  Covad  be  bad  wrote  j*»  a  lecscr  ' 
that  a  Dr.  Carr  bad  it,  vbich  I  afteravd*  eontrxred  to  gee  I: 
waa  to  meet  the  Saathcra  Indiaaaat  Detroh,  tboo^  I  belir««  he 

Ji  bzm,  bo:  bii  object  will  be  known  in  a  tecre  'ia j.  I  iKCcaaa  if  5> 
aad  Esfiife  creek,  I  waa  told  at  5iagaia,  that  Gen.  S 
Detrrrtt  in  a  dar  or  two  to  mee^.  Cape.  Brer  and  the  orber  la  ha**,  aa^i  •.-  «c"Krae 
the  For:  a:  "jun  Miami  The  13i  iirfca::'  Sisao^  arr.Teii  *:  ?  :r:  £.-vt  tc».*o  i.rip 
crwk,  and  •>/!  M^riiaT  from  I/e^i-t:  =:*:  L:a  ti^ria.  Ts*  -iaj  i.  Li-w-.:ix  "a*  l>=r!» 
fcom  B".'^'  ■>  crwk  were  call-!:«i  orer  !•>  c-^iiril  ini  -i*"=.  >.-.:i:«fr  -rhtr-*  •  «:  ":^ 
when  be  wa*  zaz^^  and  :^^a:  h«  wa*  Z'/iiZ  to  s;ak^  ii*  J.rt*  <:r.iz.  az^i  v  tix  st* 
BKn  in  u>^aL  that  if  Warn*  *i::--Vi  r»t:irt;,  he  wocjd  r>..:  >*  i->  v  m  -:r» 
the  iA\  a:  ti*  Rapii*  wa.*  =/.*.  sr.-.Z-  =-r  b^r  a  fcr»  rs*-  :-  -  ^s-j^fL  7--=  Ti- 
pw:  h.  bet  "Jaa:  b*  :.-w  aJ^yili  3L&k«  i:  Tfrj  ftr^L^  ail  p^r:  a  rrtar 
in  ::.  »  that  he  w.^>i  t<  able  :o  r^.tec-.  -J*  I>i:aE-§  f  r  i?  fin.-»  .  if*  -..ii  ^>?3 
Indian*  t*l  Vi?;  tc.  thirj-ST*  -rirrt'^  ar.-i  fi-re  cr  sz  wLiv  =^1  n  -.-^  :a«c  -- 
Bkn:  wiA  With*  bet  that  Wajn*  Lfc-2  !•:«  a  zr**:  T=a=.T.  tw :  --r  thrw  s-j:?:^ 
Kppowd,  at-i  tha:  he  wr/ii;  n^t  Lit*  dr  t*  th*=i.  c^t  -JL*  I-.iir-#  w--»  ;.  c  - 
ted.  Tha§  i?  weav  waf  tht  new*  G.L  McKaj  Ifw^ii  let  tirkji  w  ;«iii  *.r  c 
the  Indianii  w*r»  €i -IlHris?  fr  «i  all  qiar«r^  ar.d  from  aH  cata  c*  tia:  a 
wae  aL-cadr  ci--«ctA*t  aad  th*T  w*-%  fr=ir-r  in  dailj.  arid  tiar  ]:•• 
Bruit  w»  2r,-:e  witba  t-cber  of  wa."ri  r^  and  tLa:  the  d*<ir-ai- 1 
WW  to  rrr#  WaTx>»  a  d-ra^ire  «crr  k^.  asd  d.TT*  rfciea  '^:  ^  f  d:*  o/*;^^  T 
told  br  f.-*  r  f  -Jie  lidiam  wb^^  wi*  it  ?i*<r.»:«-:i  T2*  •■sxt  iaj  5:-=^  «•  laii  MaJr 
«i>d  i.r  I^fctr^it.  .%.**^r  til*  v.-"z.:Z  I  «aw  R«^:  Jark**.  a-d  L*  jl:  r-»-tf  "=^  3ar  tir 
I:>iinaf  wocM  all  ?o  ^  :L*  tnarr  1:  Cara-'iair-^  tba:  tis*  i*r:  iij  -ju*x  ▼  -_*:  j: 
into  cooTinl  a2>  ar  th^riAtlT^.  aid  azree  -;•  z,  tb-  tin*  u^j  «e«  r.ii  «rE--  ci.:  was- 
{0  BMC^  TO*:,  azd  in  t»o  dar*  tirE.e  tb^j  *i/:''-il  «td  vtT  r:s3<r^  v  irt  j-  n  citw  re 
t^  -here  wm  boC  *1«  Icaat  d-^sU  let  all  the  lidana  wcci^i  aSes4.  tc  =7  -crax  1 
it  wiUbefifteu  cr  twcntj  daji  bciort  they  aH  eofiect.    I  caaiMC  pesoeivv  bt 
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«Mt  in  Uie  Indiuit  it  BoAlo  cnek,  titer  appetr  as  frimdlT  m  cfrer,  and  I  do  not 
think  tkfe^T  viiih  a  diitiirba&ce  with  the  United  Statetw  w«ff«  it  not  for  the  BritvOL  Ai 
to  Brant,  ahhiiiifiih  he  it  nov  pwe  awmj  to  the  South,  and  will  not  attend  the  tmtj 
■ad  evenr  appewanee  i»  hostile,  ret  I  cannot  bat  entertain  taTwaUe  ideas  of  h»  con- 
duct and  pencmhle  wishes  towards  the  United  States ;  he  arta  open  and  cmndid  and 
tke  part  he  it  now  acting,  it  appears  to  me,  he  is  rather  forred  into  it  br  the  Briiifh, 
■ad  the  pfvmues  he  has  made  to  them  Soathern  Indians  heretofore,  though  I  cannot 
iMt  think  fivm  the  convenation  I  have  had  with  him  some  time  past,  and  what  I  hare 
Iwaid  in  manr  other  placei^  but  that  his  rral  wish  and  desire  is  that  a  peace  miiirht  be 
bi\ia|:ht  about  between  the  United  States*  and  all  the  Indian  natiomk  and  that  altlk^ugh 
he  now  acts  in  the  capacitr  of  a  warrior,  that  he  would  be  as  willing  to  take  hold  of 
the  <.^Te  branch  of  peace,  as  the  bloodr  ti^mahawk. 

1  am,  Sir  with  nespect,  jour  most  obt  and  most  humble  trrru 

WM.  EWIXG. 


[NO.  16.] 
UXPtrBUSHED  KEMIXnCBXCBS  OF  KED  JACKET. 


**  Manr  jenrs  ago,*'  suts  Thomas  Maxwell,  Esq^  of  £lnura,  *  in  conTenation  with 
Red  Jacket  at  Bath,  after  a  little  fire  water  had  thawed  his  reserve,  the  chief  remark- 
ed, that  wht^  a  boT,  he  was  present  at  a  great  council  fire  held  on  the  Shenandoah. 
Mnnr  nations  were  represented  br  trtcir  wise  men  azMl  orators,  but  the  grentest  was 
Logan,  who  had  rvuK»ved  from  the  tenitorr  of  his  tribe  to  Shemokin.  He  was  the 
SOD  of  Shikelloimus.  a  celebrated  chief  of  the  Caruga  nation,  who  was  a  warm  friend 
of  the  whites  before  the  Rerolution.  On  the  i^ccasion  alluded  to.  Red  Jacket  remark- 
ed, that  he  was  m  charmed  with  his  manner  and  style  ci  deliverr.  that  he  rvsi^lved  to 
attain  if  possible,  the  same  high  standard  of  eloquence :  though  he  almost  detcpaired 
of  equaling  his  distinguished  model. 

He  Mid  that  after  his  return  to  his  then  home,  at  Kimadesaga,  near  Genera,  he 
•omecimes  incurred  the  rvprcK^fii  and  displeasure  of  his  mother,  br  loitg  absence  from 
her  cabin  without  anr  ostensible  cause.  When  hard  prawd  for  an  answer  he  infumi- 
cd  his  mother  that  he  had  been  pbjing  Logan.*' 

Thus  in  his  mii;htT  louL  the  fire  of  a  generous  emulation  had  been  kindled  not  to 
go  out,  until  his  oratorical  £une  threw  a  refulgent  glorr  on  the  declining  fortunes  of 
the  once  formidable  Iruquois.  In  the  deep  and  silent  forest  he  practiced  eloeuUi«ii.  or 
to  use  his  own  ejqxetiaTe  language,  plared  Lt^gan,  until  be  caught  the  manner  and 
tone  of  his  great  maif^er.  What  a  singular  revelation !  UnconsciiHislj  the  forest  oim- 
&ur  was  an  imitator  of  the  ekiquent  Greek,  who  tuned  his  roice  on  the  wild  sea  beach, 
to  the  thunders  of  the  siix>^>,  and  caught  frv»m  future's  altar  his  loftr  inspiration. 

Not  without  prerious  prvparatit^n.  azMl  the  sererwct  duvipline,  did  Ked  Jacket  acquire 
his  power  of  moring  and  melting  his  hearera  His  graoefid  attitudes,  significant 
ipftstures^  perfoct  intonatit^n,  and  imprtwrive  pauses^  when  the  lifted  finger  and  flashing 
rre  told  more  than  utterance,  were  the  rvsulu  of  sleepless  toil ;  while  his  high  acquire- 
ment, was  the  product  of  stem,  habitual  thought,  stndr  of  man,  and  keen  obsemOioB 
of  eternal  nature. 

He  did  not  trust  to  the  occasion  alone  for  his  finest  periods,  and  noblest  metaphora. 
In  the  anni»T  of  his  capacious  intellect  the  weapons  of  foienue  warfore  had  been  pra- 
nowly- poliabed  and  itofcd  awaT.    Rfq  imdj  fcrthegaiJlMiiigtongne^  was  tht  cut- 
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lii|^  rabofai^  or  apt  iDiMlaiiMD.   hAwAihbwoftMUL 
M]%  mEppomtim  moment^  tlirt  Sft-^o-je-vai-li^  'Ths 
qpeaktr  who  ipniDg  vp  iaHj  eipdpgtd.  lor  Mmta,  witkovtfnw 
aiDg  Mtiripttion  of  whatgnt  an  adtwiy  mi^  adi 

Blj*  kbor,  like  an  ofliar  great  in«i,p«iefAiglaboi;  too—  W 
ApniiMiiid  rtDdn^tiiov^niilBttapedylie  iMnid  "booka  mtiba 
mona  in  aUmeib"    Bj  eigcaing  hia  lacnltiaa  in  piKjmg  laofan  whaft  n  boy;— «■< 
Uie  Ug^ieat  atandaida  of  mortal  ek>qiuDoe^  either  in  andont  or  — ^^'H* 
left  akamn  to  all  ambttiopa  aqpiiant%  that  tibflre  ia  no  lojal  rmmI  Io 
the  denied  goal  ia  onfy  to  be  gained  hj  acaling  laggadfllifi^  and  tnndbif  f^^ 


pra  17.] 

CAPT.  BmUFF*8  I.BTTSE. 

"Da.  Sir: — Recent  infonnation,  not  to  be  diyiiafwl,  aaaan 
haire  been  aniong  the  Indiana  lenfingwittin  the  tKiJtodallinBita  of  Aa  III 
to  engage  them  in  hoetile  enteqiriaeB  againrt  the  poati^  and  fiorn  n 
dreimiatanee^  it  is  fearad  that  thej  have  been  too  wirrifafnl. 

"  AeoonntB  from  Detnnt  laj  that  the  Indiana  thore  an  TB7  aoilj;  i 
nocrope;  that  nomben  hate  gone  over  the  Mianaripiii,  and  tluit 
in  bocUea  near  the  poati  Si  Joeephi^  Markinaw»  andotiiar  poniH 
nnknown,  bat  most  be  aj^aehended.  That  the  Fnndi  »*^«^'-^ii  of  Aa  pirt  ft 
Vincent  haTe  rerolted,  taken  the  national  cockade^  and  dedund  far  Ranea  aai8|i* 
That  the  attachment  of  theae  at  Detroit^  cannot  be  mndi  relied  iqam.  Tkl  it 
Spaniards  have  not  jet  given  np  the  poeta,  but  are  collected  in  fince;  high  vp  At  Mi^ 
ai&alppi  These  menacing  appearances ;  the  hoetile  measagea  to  the  aialaiii  laBm. 
theirs  to  the  Seven  Nations  of  Canada,  and  theirs  to  the  Six  Xatioiia;  tte  6tMi 
disposition  of  the  latter  towards  us ;  the  admonition  of  the  SecreCarj  of  W«  ■  ko 
last  communication,  "to  nse  the  same  precautions  as  if  the  United  Statea  wcRManSj 
atwar;"  irith  the  remembrance  of  the  deep  laid  achemesof  Pontine;  are 
to  put  us  on  onr  guard,  if  not  to  alann  us,  on  account  of  our  preaent 
and  the  distance  from  which  we  are  to  look  for  succor.  Tor  pforided  the 
those  that  set  them  on,  are  politic,  they  mar  so  manage  the  attack  npon  the 
either  side,  that  the  other  would  hoeitato  about  giving  aid  that  m^^t  inw^ft  Ar 
nation  in  an  Indian  war. 

For  some  weeks  past,  our  neighbors,  the  Tuscarona»  have  been  reiT  wkj :  the  lie 
thst  have  visited  us  are  distant  There  are  at  preaent  about  ^ftj  waiiiuta  o#CUfft«> 
and  Ottawa  nations  on  the  opposite  diore,  and  a  large  number  are  eA|ieileil  ia  a  fee 
days ;  ostensibl  v  to  hold  a  council  with  the  Governor  about  soppliea  Thoae  abeaij 
arrived  have  been  importunato  for  arms  and  ammunition,  and  I  nnderalBBd  have  ik- 
tained  a  gun  each." 

[Gapt  Bruff  doses  his  long  letter  with  some  account  of  die  indeiepaMe 
of  Foft  Niagara,  and  suggestiona  to  as  keeping  watch  of  the  Indian^  and 
Cioiiary  measures.] 


[NO.  18.] 
jakliantonito£ii^iai4John  B.  Chnzch  having  baaBadacaiBd  iwiliMJi*' 
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and  moieoTcr.  kirm^  ccomectfd  bimself  br  rnMnage.  viA  lo  notorioas  & 
"ivSr*  f&mUy  ss  tbe  SchurlerK.  focsJ  bimwlf  ci^  ia  ivpixte  with  tbe  hisrh  :onr  par- 
TT.  az:  i  kiJ  e!^via!lT  ike  di«£iTor  of  hU  pam^n  tacle.  FcrTwcattly.  kowcvi-r.  :h^ 
AiLf  rloas  a^irviirurvr  Ya»  a»  mdepmdosi  in  his  puzw  aa  in  kis  politics,  and  dkvn  4rv'«' 
*=  £iv  r  "«-::h  Fox  ami  rit:.  acd  tkifir  partj.  He  va*  elected  a  meniSrr  uf  tke  British 
Par liar.'A  :.T.  fix^ni  WendoTcr.  warrclr  tiTiyv^j^xl  Tke  liK^ral  parrx,  and  aiikort-l  to  Mr. 
F-  X.  vb-:::  it  wa*  said  in  dejason  ia;  "*ki#  ranv  ci^uVJ  c\*  to  tke  Houi«?  of  Commvr.* 

a  »  ^ 

ir:  a  hackr.t  t  caack." 
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Tk«'  c.'r.r.trr  rvsit1es«>p  of  tke  fiamilT  was  hct  fo'jT  mile*  from  Windsi^r  Ca**--?,  a:  i 
•J_i  fcr..:>  j'krsiciaa  wa*  tke  pkrrician  of  G«*w  tke  Tkini  LiiEirl^forv  it  tra:>v;r- 
tii  J 'j^iliciv.  tke  pkyaoiaa  informed  Mr.  asii  MrR.Ckanrkof  tke  KincValymt:.  n  f 
•  ■.:"  i.  .\:-  \  he  did  n«»:  ki^tate.  <^^nfidentialiT.  to  attribute  tke  lierelopenent  of  kertvii'a- 
rr  ti:;  Jir.rv,  to  tke  li¥*  of  American  Co!or.i«L 

Tke  k.-'^fe  of  Mr.  Ckock  in  London  was  a  freqiient  rvA^rt  of  Fox  and  Pitt ;  of  p:x"»- 
r_-:.ir.t  A!'.>?rJcan#  wkv*  vinted  London  :  and  on  tke  brvakiw;  out  of  tke  Frv^r-ok  R«?t- 
s  !-t;  T..  xrhen  tke  yvfuiw*  fled  to  London,  ke  bad  as  cuoscs  TaHerrard,  ar-.!  nair.T 
•f  k:«  iV'rjpaniondk.  vitk  m^i^t  of  wkom  ke  kad  hecv^nae  acquainted  in  Ans^hca  a::d 
J'a-iTw  ,T u.icv  Ckunrk  «peak»  of  tke  kappv  &c*Jtv  of  tke  Frvnck  to  be  ^j  ani  li^kt 
kear:^.^i  iviii  in  tke  darkt.<si  fcoursof  aivirsitv.  The  men  wko  bad  fled  fr\*ni  vhit  M 
A.  Thiirsj  calls  Tke  "  SancJinarr  Rt'puMic  of  •93"  -^  t»m  Uie  rack  and  Uxo  ^rl:ll^  tir«i 

«  V  a 

^rta:«?«x:en  and  cvv^ir^irs^Kripped  of  tki'jr  po^easons  and  dejvndent  uTx^a  ::e 
•nr*^*  of  ihcir  &it  nds  fi-r  tke  n:ea:i5  of  ^ti^viiiezLce :  veiv  ret  ckevrf  J  and  Si^::rir.^'  v 
h.irrr.  srik:n4:an:u!V!r.ents»  ard  cndeaTonni;  to  make  dull  and  smokT  London  5S*3".v 
«t  tkt  ir  i^vn  dcTotad  carital  kad  bivxL 

In  Ta^^  Judi^:-'  Ckunrk  kad  xnaiie  the  acq^iaintance  of  Talleyrasd.  and  it  xras  I  y 
::M9Ln«  \{  tke  a.^si5Cancv  ke  rvndered  kins  that  tke  rtfu^ve  Minis:er  vas  enabled  to  mck 
thi*  c^»-r.trv.  wken  tke  British  Min:<te;skad  v>rdervd  kim  to  leave  London  in  r«"en:T- 
:>-ir !..  •  :rs.  AAervard.^  when  ke  ka J  retumetl  to  Paris^  and  wx< flonriaknur  a^riin  'itJ.< r 
a  r«:"w  drnaicr.  ke  renjensbesJ  tke  kindne«G.  bn:  tke  den^onstratk^ns  of  kL*  eT:k::r\ie 
-were  mark**!  witk  tke  pecnlsar  ckaracteristica  of  tke  man.  Jokn  Cknivb.  a  sfc-n  of  Lis 
V*-::€  ficr.  r.  kavir  c  taken  np  ki*  Tv<i  Jencv  in  Parla.  rweiTtJ  ft\^ns  kin  a  wneral  ir. v-.ts:  ion 
%>  all  h:<  e-rcnizii:  parties  and  Kvsdeft.  an  invitaiion  tkai  at  kis  weekly  dinners  ti.»re  wa* 
al^^y^  a  -  knife,  f-rk,  and  plate  f,  r  kins."  Tkxs  kad  ci^ntinneii  for  a  wkile.  wken  tk* 
•■rtlci^ne  »r-f*t.  di*.vvercd  that  A^n^e  ckarce  kad  come  otw  ki$  k4"«; — ei*ldnest  and 
r^^rre  ka  J  takon  the  plaLV  M  cordial  welcome*.  An  explanation  followed-  One  evenirif 
i«  Mr.  0:."rck  i  !.t*  n?*i  li«  apar:r.K  r.tSwTa!lc}Tand  beckoneil  kim  to  a  det  p  wind»w  rt^'e^of 
IT.  i  "li.is'iit  rv»i : — -  Mr.  CbuTvh,  I  am  alwars  karrv  to  »»  tvhi.  but  tou  nu*"  n. :  :\t  I 
it.r'.t'asar.tlv  if  I  rav  no  attention  to  t\vj  ;  1  asx  so  watoktxi  that  I  cannot  be  ci^U  to 
any  i>.rs.^n  fr-m  Enclar..!  or  America."  Tke  ar.«^ote  will  l»  adjud^xl  in  goixi 
£i*5  -r.^  with  the  wb.'le  character  of  tke  man. 

Jui;^•  ChuTvk  ivUtts  many  anecdote^  wki^k  illu<rate#  tke  Ul  ft^lins:  that  prevail t J 
:-.  Er..:l.in.i  after  tke  Reroiution.  and  efjxviilly  pending  tke  Jay  treaty,  to  erery 
'21'  *  tlji:  wa.«  Aniencan,    His  *.*b\y.l-fs  llx»w»  at  Eat*^n.wew  cvseraUv  tke  •■•ns  ^  f  :>a» 
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:.  y  '.'.::y.  a::. I  of  kick  tory  bl»i»^l.  and  their  K»t  partizanskip  rooldkardly  tolt.-ate  tka 
vn:irin:.t*  *'f  a  Tvprv^cr.tative  of  tke  dlAj-ntknlUvl  coljnits.  Fx^mck  politics  va*  <vcn 
•rtr>-i-cv^i-  an  i  ike  youn^r  Arjehcan.  fvCowinc  ike  lead  of  kis  £uke?.  wa*  iaclinel  to 
■-•^  X  Fn  ::*"h  r\  puMiv-an  :  manife^in^  upi'^n  one  ocvaaon  a  little  exshati.o  over  tke  fjx 
f  L  ' -;>  XV I.  he  pp-vv-koil  tke  bittewK  reAntntents  of  kis  Kkool-feUow«. 

Wlis  -^v  tardily  lift  Lonii.«n.  in  "97,  tkere  w»  employed  alout  tke  Kinc'* kcc*- 
K-' ad.  a  vvus^  Frtnckmar.  in  tke  capadtT  of  a  cx>k  or  cpiJecooaer.    He  had  x&ad* 
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pfO.  19.] 

MR.  JAMES  D.  BEMIS'    COTEMPORAKT  AC0017KT  OF  HIS   ADVETT  TO  TS 

GEXESEE  COrNTST. 


Extract  of  a  letter  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel  Ward,  of  Albany  :  —  [^Ira.  Wird  -nn 
sister  of  Mr.  Femi^  -wad  the  motber  ctf  Samael  and  Henry  Ward,  an*!  M.-sa.  Ore 
FoUetL] 

"After  being  at  UUca  upwards  of  at-vc-n  weeks,  my  patience  was  so  £ir  cxhr-.<ei 
that  I  determined,  not^thstanding  the  badoeas  of  the  roads  to  make  one  n:  ■:?  ir^rz:'. 
to  gain  the  place  uf  my  destination,  and  accordingly  hired  two  wagou  lo  tak:  za  's. 
raijindal.'ua.  They  had  proceeded  about  50b rods  when  one  of  them  gt:  ore:  'o  "u 
bab !  G(Md  start,  yon  will  say.  Well,  we  got  out  in  about  an  hour,  and  lnr^Jii 
eight  mila  the  fin^t  day,  and  put  up  at  Raymond's  inn.  Next  momin?  •■^*^'a=--^i 
warm  breakfast,  I  again  weigktd  aukor,  and  trudged  in  solitude  along  the  =:>iiT 
waste,  (ffrit  U  indee<l  $olitary  to  have  no  company  but  swearing  teazn^tenLi  'iHn 
reached  Onvi'b  village,  an  Indian  K-ttlt-ment,  where  about  dark,  both  w:^.:ia  i£Ui 
got  mired  to  the  Imb !  Zijund^  and  alack !  What  a  pickle  we  were  in ! !  H .  ?  :ii  i 
invoke  the  aid  uf  old  Herculecs  to  give  one  tug  at  the  wheel !  However,  after  !i±i 
in^mblicg,  hollowing  and  tugging  three  hi<urs  and  a  h«>1f  with  the  is^ssuiift  > 
zn  Indian,  Wf  '>nce  more  gut  on  land.  It  was  now  ten,  and  no  tavern  within  'j^.t  p  vr 
to  reach.  Cold,  fatigue<I  and  hungry,  we  were  glad  to  get  under  shelter;  aci  tec.> 
dingly  8t<>]i)H.-d  at  the  first  Indian  Lut  we  found,  where  there  was  no  bed.  n^r  nctsi 
except  a  slice  (if  rusty  pork."         »•••  ••••• 

"*  Aiier  a  night  spent  in  yawning,  dozing,  gaping,  we  again  got  under  wav.  as-ib/C 
in  sight  uf  a  taveni  aljoutu-n  o'clock ;  but  nothing  like  breakfist  wa-»  to  be  hil— »I 
c«'Dfu>ioii — and  we  went  on  to  Onun^laira.  (50  miles  from  Uiica,)  whi-:^  -=■-  «"n"r: 
about  ten  at  Light.  Here  the  hou.se  was  full,  and  I  (.btaiLcd  the  iriviic.:-;  •  i  «^'::i: 
v.ith  tv»-u  ^tra^Jger^,  by  pa\-ing  fur  their  l-nL-ings  and  giving  thorn  a  ^'Iaw*  ■  f  :."r-*. 
an  •/•id  biwvain  to  be  sure  ;  but  I  tJu-ught  it  cheap,  had  it  l-een  niv  l.-L-^t  *:^u.  ra- 
fale decri-«"l  ihnt  the  troubles  of  that  day.  ^hl■■uld  not  end  witJi  o.ii.j  t  •  >-.'L*' 

*  *  *  [The  young  ailveuiun-r  ha-I  W-.-i-me  a  r-  --j^t 

v,-iih  a  "  jiiicriLu'  tniveller.*'     He  (Ita^i-iU-s  hi*  enorniM-is  ni  -so,  ar;  i  «av*,  tLi:  'sl-:  -  -J.-* 

m 

i"  gave  out  all  night  long,  *•  friirhteneil  Mi-q»heus  from  his  p«>s?.*'] 

••  At  this  i'lace,  (Oii,.nd.'iira)  the  wapir-trs  get  di-iCi -u raged  and  •i'j'p;LJ^':  ■■:' "^ 
practicability  of  travelling:  they  accordingly  st«irttl  their  irc^-Is  a^i-l  ma  !•.  'h-.  ■-»"'  ■' 
their  way  hi-nie  fcriin.  Here  I  v»as  obliged  to  remain  two  we\k>«.  wht  r.  a  r:,  •:  * 
falling,  1  lur^d  a  man  with  a  three  h<»rse  sleigh,  to  carry  me  to  Ca.ri.i«hi,  i:,.]  :.r.~'  -- 
this  pLice  on  Satunlav  evtnin::,  14th  Januar\-.  after  a  &h(«rt  and  rltajtt:,:  Tv.-ii<v:  t 
SIXTY  TWO  (lays  from  Albany  I  Hen*  I  put  up  furtlie  night  only,  expectir.j  :  iv:^ 
earl}'  in  the  morning  for  Canada;  but  receivinsr  some  advices  hen,*  frv.»m  z\  :.:ltr.'=  ^ 
res|ieciibility,  which  desen'e<l  my  attention,  I  wa.s  p(-r«uailed  to  *^\<-:i  my  *:.  -^  .;  "i* 
village,  fur  the  winter  at  leaSfL  Uow  I  s^hall  succeed  Ls  yet  among  the  s»-c.-  l-  ■.■:  '^ 
but  as  yet  I  have  hail  no  reasim  to  n-pt.nt  of  having  sroppi.fI  here  ;  f  tr  suoh  i-  •!•'  -:* 
couragemeiit  I  have  rdreaJy  f vjnd,  tluit  I  think  it  prrdxibie  I  ^hall  cviMl:::-'  ::•  r*;." 

"I  have  nowoidv  room  to  add,  that  the  countr\-  w  bta:uiful  .tj;  I  :!  .^:.-.-L.'J.  -• 
inhabitants  wealthy  and  re*p€'Ctable  :  the  citizens  enlightened,  a :TiV-It^  a';d  :.i-;.i." 
and  then*  i<»  an  agreeable  society  of  young  {x-ople.  especi.'dly  of  Lidies.    IIii^  » 
stranger  finds  an  agreeable  reception.    I  am  the  seventh  young  man  that  l4  Lev  r::^ 
Albany  ;  all  old  acquaintancea" 
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C  H  A  P  T  E  R  I. 


EXTENSION  OF    PIONEER  EVENTS  IN  WHAT  18  NOW  WAYNE  COCNTT. 


The  ejirliest  settled  localities,  as  will  have  been  seen,  were  Pal- 
mvra,  Macedon,  Lyons,  Sodus,  and  alons;  on  the  earlv  roads  that  Mr. 
Williamson  laid  out  from  Lyons  and  Palmyra  to  ^odus.  In  fact, 
until  after  1800,  other  than  the  settlements  and  improvements  made 
at  Sodus,  in  all  of  what  is  now  Wayne  county,  Pioneer  events  were 
principally  confined  to  the  valley  of  Mud,  (now  called  Ganargwa,) 
creek.  The  fine  intervals  u|x)n  that  stream,  and  the  imperfect 
navigation  it  aflforded,  made  it  in  early  years  the  centre  of  attrac- 
tion, esjiecially  in  the  vicinities  of  Palmyra  and  Lyons.  Though 
between  the  two  villages,  there  was  a  space  of  several  miles,  along 
on  the  creek,  where  as  late  as  1810  there  were  but  small  farm  im- 

I>rovements,  and  the  primitive  log  houses  predominated.  The  fol- 
owing  are  the  names  of  some  of  the  eailiest  settlers  on  the  creek, 
other  than  the  Long  Islanders,  who  have  alreadv  been  named  as 
the  Pioneers :  —  Thomas  Goldsmith,  Philip  Lusk,  ^acob  Lusk,  Isaac 
Lusk,  John  Tibbits,  Oliver  Sanford,  Luther  Sanford,  Oliver  Clark, 
James  Parshall,  Thomas  Cornell,  James  Galloway,  Humphrey 
Sherman,  Reuben  Starks. 

John  Spoor  was  an  earlv  settler  where  Lockville  now  is,  as  early 
as  1800.  Nicholas  Stansell,  whose  early  advent  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Lyons  is  mentioned  on  page  265»  was  the  successor  of 
Spoor,  and  owned  the  proj^erty  upon  which  Lockville  has  grown  up, 
when  the  Erie  Canal  was  surveyed. 

The  Lusks,  who  have  been  named,  were  the  proprietors  of  the 
site  of  Newark.  As  earlv  as  1822,  the  property  hal  been  purchased 
by  Joseph  Miller,  and  uniier  his  auspices  a  village  plat  was  surveved. 
In  that  year,  a  post-ofllice  was  established  there,  and  James  P.  fiar- 
tle  was  appointed  Post  Master.  Mr.  Bartle  was  also  the  first  mer- 
chant, under  the  finn  of  Bartle,  Norton  &  Co.  The  first  Attorney 
located  at  Newark,  was  George  W.  Scott ;  the  first  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  John  L.  Kip ;  the  first  blacksmith,  James  L.  Kip.  The 
author  has  no  farther  information  in  reference  to  the  early  history 
of  this,  one  of  the  most  pleasant  and  flourishing  villages  upon  the 
Erie  Canal.  It  contains  now,  8  stores,  3  clothing  establishments, 
2  public   houses,  3  churches,  is  a  place  of  considerable  manufac- 
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turing  enterprise ;  has   a  population  of  1,700;   and  commai 
trade  of  a  wealthy  agricultural  neighborhood. 

Returning  to  falmyra,  the  early  Pioneer  locality,  the  aut! 
(as  he  intends  to  do  in  reference  to  other  localities,)  add 
cences  that  were  omitted  in  the  body  of  the  work  :  —  The  " 
of  Tolland,"  embracing  all  of  what  is  now  the  western  poi 
Wayne  county,  was  erected  in  1789,  when  Ontario  was  aet 
Montgomery;  there  was  no  organization  distinct  from  all  of 
county,  for  years  after — perhaps  not  until  1706,  as  the  tow: 
ing  for  Tolland  District,  of  that  year,  is  the  earliest  upon  tec 
was  "held  at  the  house  of  Gideon  Durfee,"  on  the  1st  Tue 
April.  The  toivn,  (or  district,)  officers  chosen  were  :  —  Jol 
Supervisor  ;  Jonathan  £dwards,  Town  Clerk  ;  Festus  Go 
Jonathan  Warner,  Humphrey  Sherman,  Assessors ;  VVni. 
Collector ;  Noah  Porler,  Thomas  Goldsmith,  Overseers  o 
Jared  Comstock,  Reuben  Town,  Wm.  Rogers,  Com.  Hi( 
Joseph  Bradish,  James  Reeves,  Constables  :  James  Reevi 
Hulburt,  Joel  Foster,  Festus  Goldsmith,  Edward  Durfee, 
Sanford,  David  Warner,  Benjamin  Wood,  Abner  Hill,  Cyrui 
Thomas  Hamilton,  Henry  Lovewell,  Norman  Merry,  Nathar 
Jacob  Gannett,  Pathmaslers;  David  Warner,  John  Hulbui 
Reeves,  Fence  Viewers ,  Isaac  Killey,  Pound  Master. 

It  was  voted  that  a  Pound  be  erected  "  near  Daniel  Sawi 
house."     How  old  ? 

It  would  seem  that  early  attention  was  paid  to  the  inte 
education.  In  1790,  commissioners  were  appointed  to  "  tai 
of  the  school  money," 

The  following  list  of  those  who  had  "  ear  marks  "  for  «t 
corded,  embraces  nearly  all  of  the  heads  of  families  in  the  Dii 
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In  1799,  "  Mud  Creek  "  was  declared  by  law,  a  navigable  high- 
way, "from  the  west  line  of  number  12,  2d  Range,  to  the  mouth 
of  the  same,'*  by  John  Swift  and  Benjamin  Wells,  superintendents 
of  Highways.  In  1806,  the  town  voted  that  "public  stocks  "  be 
erected  at  the  expense  of  the  town  ;  and  that  a  bounty  of  two  cents. 
be  paid  for  **  squirrels,  crows,   woodpeckers,  and  black  birds." 

Names  of  early  settlers  of  (old)  Palmyra  that  have  not  occurred 
in  other  connections :  —  Thaddeus  Taft,  Joshua  Brrdge,  Weaver 
Osborne,  Cynis  Foster,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Caleb  M'Cumber,  Israel 
Parshall,  James  Galloway,  Wm.  Starks,  Joseph  Shoemaker,  Oliver 
Booth,  Ahaz  Aldrich,  Samuel  Millet,  John  Sherman,  Silas  Hart, 
Thomas  Glover,  Joseph  Tinkum. 

The  author  extracts  from  the  sermon  of  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  Fisher — 
CCr'See  page  388 — the  following  graphic  account  of  the  advent  upon 
the  banks  of  the  Ganargwa,  in  1791,  of  those  who  pioneered  the  way 
for  the  settlers  from  Long  Island ;  who  were  ihe  first  to  break  into 
the  wilderness,  between  the  Durfee  settlement,  and  the  two  or  three 
families  of  hardy  adventurers  at  what  was  afterwards  called  Lyons ; 
"  Sitting  beneath  the  maple  tree  bearing  their   pre-emption  mark, 
they  opened  their   knapsacks,  and  refreshed  themselves  with  "  hoe 
cake. "  and  cold  water,  which  was  their  only  sustenance  until  their 
rifles  had  enabled  them  to  procure  wild  game.     Finding  a  small 
opening  upon  the  top  of  one  of  the  hills,  they  struck  up  a  fire  with  a 
flint  and  steel,  and  soon  clearing  a  small  spot  of  the  herbage  and 
wild  grass,  they  sowed  the  seeds  of  what  is  supposed  to  be  the  first 
nursery  planted  by  the  hands  of  civilized  man,  west  of  Geneva.* 
As  they  descended  the  hills  to  the  east,   the  long  swells  of  up- 
lands presented  themselves  to  their  view,  in  all  their  grandeur  and 
surpassing  beauty,  covered  with  trees  of  a  luxuriant  growth   which 
were  adorned  with  vines,    hanging  pendent  to  the  earth,  and  wa- 
ving in  the  breeze.     For  the   first    time  they  actually  beheld  the 
^rose  budding  and  blossoming  in  the   wilderness,  and  the    sweetest 
flowers  cultivated  by  fair  hands,  in  the  garden  of  the  east,  flourish- 
ing in  these  solitudes,  in   the  greatest  luxuriance,   and   filling  the 
air  with  their  fragrance  !    After  having  seen  most  of  the  townships, 
they  secured   their  titles  to  5,500   acres,  returned  to  Long  Island, 
and  like  Joshua  of  old,  carried  back  "  a  good  report  of  the  land. " 

'*  The  Long  Island  Company  were  generally  persons  character- 
ized for  their  morality,  industry  and  enterprise.  They  had  been 
trained  from  their  youths  to  habits  of  sobriety  and  patient  indus- 
try, to  regard  with  becoming  reverence  the  instructions  of  our 
hdy  religion ;  and  in  the  same  habits  they  educated  their  posterity, 
on  whom  the  blessings  of  a  covenant  God  have  descended  in  rich 


*  Other  than  those  planted  at  several  mission  and  tradiDgstatioDfl^  under  Freochdo- 
ftinioD  w— Author. 
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^  :  ^.-r-f  i<f .  has  a  population  of  1.700 ;   and  commacds  i 
..  .    .",-^:ny  agricultural  neighboriiood. 

^  :o  r'almyra,  the  early  Pioneer  locality,  the  author  i 

.  -iiils  lo  do   in  reference  to  other  localities.)  add  reirj 

....:L  .vure  omitted  in  the  body  of  the  work  :  —  The  '  Us: 

j_u,     embracing  all  of  what  is  now  the  western  jfor:*.^ 

. .  aiity.  was  erected  in  J789,  when  Ontario  was  Hrt  c-n  ii 

..-try;'ihere  was  no  organization  distinct  from  all  oi'Cfc'j 

_  .  .  :.r  years  after — perhaps  not  until  1796,  as  the  to^m  m 

T:!liind  District,  of  that  year,  is  the  earliest  upon  recori 

-  .<!  ai  the  house   of  Gideon  Durfee,"  on  the  1st  Tuesiia} 

Ihc  town,  (or  dbstrict,)  officers  chosen  were  :  —  Joha  S 

^.**..»->or:  Jonathan  Edwards.  Town  Clerk  ;  Festus  Goldsn 

.»ii  Warner,   Humphrey   Sherman,  Assessors ;   Wul  Pa 

:.«v..'4-:  \oah   Porter,   Thomas  Goldsmith,  Orerseers  of  P< 

_-v-  \.\Miistock,   Reuben  Town,  Wm.  Rogers,  Com.   HiriiwJ 

>«pU    L>radi$h,  James  Reeves,  Constables  ;  James  Reeres.  J 

••..uii,   Joel   Foster,   Festus  Goldsmith,  Edward  Durfee,  La 

Vfc.i.ord,  David  Warner,  Benjamin  Wood,  Abner  Hill.  Cyrus  Pi 

•x^*..i*  Hamilton.  Henrv  Lovewell,  Norman  Merrv,  Nathan  Ha 

iiv,v.:i  i^iauuett,  Pathmasters;  David  Warner,  John   Hulburt,  1 

\^^cji.  Fence  Viewers,  Isaac Killey, Pound  Master. 

>.  was  viited  that  a  Pound  be  erected  "near  Daniel  Sawyer'i 

How  old? 
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:  would  »*i»em  that  early  attention  was  paid  to  the  iriterer. 
v.-,K\iiioii.  In  1790,  commissioners  were  appointed  l*j  "uke  i 
.  .AC  >chi>ol  money/' 

liw  lullowing  list  of  those  who  had  "  ear  marks  "  for  stxk, 
.  ...ad,  iiiibnices  nearly  all  of  the  heads  of  families  in  the  D-stTiC 
UsiaiiJ,  (which  it  is  presumed  embraced  all  the  territor}-  of « 
A  :u»vv  I'alinyra,  Macedon,  Walworth  and  Ontario,)  in  IT^C: 


Dttrid  Warner 
Isaac  llowcU 
John  RuoBcU 
David  Culver 
Gideon  Durfec  Jr. 
Reuben  Town 
John  Gibson, 
Noah  Porter, 
Oliver  Clark 
Tboa.  Giild^mitJi 
Joseph  Bnulifh. 
John  Uulburt 
Benjamin  Clark 
Benjamin  Woods 
Jonathan  Warner 
Jamoi  Reeves 


.^(MMh  }l(»wcU 
'.<l  W.  Fimler 

Utoutl   H.  Kui«ter 
Juhii  Swift 
Salbau  Kevres 
OmIiwii  Uurfve 
Huuiiihn^  Sherman 
Jub  bur  fee 
Hvmc^  Culver 
EUsa  U«sT«a 
TkkOUBS  RodgerB 
Kdward  Durtee  . 
HsuiiuU  UatiM 
IWiiiM  Cuiiistock 
Kathiiii  flarriffc 
Ruber fc  lliuda 

Tim   District   assumed   the  name  of  Palmvra  in    1797;  Joe 
Howell  was  elected  Supervisor,  and  Stephen  t^lielf>«£.  Town  Ge 


Lemuel  Spear 
Wm.  Poner 
ISTTiC-l    I^el^no 
Tim'.thv  Cor att 
Festus  *Goii<'-su;h 
Wm.  R>^i^c.-c 
Jonah  HctrcII 
Vm.  Jackvar 
John  Cnndali 
Pardon  W;;o-x 
Eenrr  L^vivdJ 
Ren  ben  T'-wn 
Benjamin  L*jk 
Lniber  Sat  fori 
Alczan-icT  Koirlej 
Elifeha  :?az.fcnd 
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and  George  Beck  with,  Alvah  Hendec,  Samuel  Jennings,  James  and 
Orrin  White,  were  the  other  principal  merchants.  The  lawyers 
at  that  period,  were,  FredericK  Smith,  Thomas  Baldwin,  Ambrose, 
and  Thomas  Hall,  Abner  Cole,  Alexander  Tiffany,  Israel  Richardson 
and — 7-  Parkhurst.  The  settled  Presbyterian  clergj^man,  the  Rev. 
Jessee  Townsend.  The  physicians,  Drs.  Gain  Robinson,  Alex- 
ander M'Intyre,  Durfee  Chase,  Dr.  James  Lakey,  (now  of  Cincin- 
nati,)   Effgleston.  The  principal  mechanics  and  manufac- 
turers, were  Jessup  and  Palmer, Benson,  Wm.    Sexton, 

Ilussey,  Amos  Reed, Wagstaff,  (the  father  of  the  well  known 

Capt,  Robert  Waptaff,  of  Buffalo,  and  the  Lakes,  more  recently  of 
California,)  Asa  Lilly,  Salmon  Hathway, Shattuck, Robin- 
son, Zebulon  Reeves,  David  Jackways,  Enoch  Lilly ;  and  some 
others,  whose  names  are  not  now  recollected.  Soon  after  1818, 
and  before  the  completion  of  the  canal,  there  was  a  large  accession 
to  population,  merchants  and  mechanics.  Pliny  Sexton,  commen- 
ced there  as  a  silver  smith  and  watch  repairer,  in  1819  or,  '20; 
afterwards,  was  one  of  the  first  to  introduce  the  cooking  stove  into 
W.  N.  York ;  engaged  in  the  Hardware  business  ;  and  is  now  associa- 
ted with  George  Cuyler  in  the  banking  business. 

Charles  Smith  who  is  now  traveling  with  a  peddler's  wagon,  in 
this  region,  was  the  first  hatter  in  Palmyra ;  was  succeeded  in  early 
years,  by  David  Jackways. 

Abner  Hill  followed  the  Spears  family,  from  Cummington,  in  an 
early  period  of  settlement.  He  died  in  1820.  His  widow,  who 
came  into  the  country  with  the  family  of  the  elder  David  White, 
was  living,  in  the  fall  of  1850,  with  her  son,  upon  the  Ridge  Road, 
in  the  town  of  Ontario,  aged  80  years. 

If  John  Comstock  did  not  practice  law  in  Palmyra,  as  assumed 
on  page  388,  Wm.  Howe  Cuyler  was  the  first  practicing  lawyer 
there.  Frederick  Smith,  was  his  successor  and  the  occupant  of  his 
oSice,  after  his  death,  in  1812  ;  in  1813  was  appointed  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace  by  Gov.  Tompkins,  and,  with  the  exception  of  two  years, 
has  held  the  office  through  all  fluctuations  of  party,  and  change  from 
appointment  to  election,  until  the  present  time.  He  has  also  held 
the  offices  of  Judge,  and  Supervisor. 

The  first  newspaper  established  at  Palmyra  was  the  "Palmyra 
Register, "  Timothy  C.  Strong,  editor  and  publisher.  The  first  num- 
ber was  issued  in  October,  1818.  Mr.  Strong  was  from  Middlebury, 
Vt,  where  he  had  been  connected  with  the  newspaper  press.  The 
printing  office  was  in  one  of  the  upper  rooms  of  the  old  tavern 
nouse  of  Dr.  Ensworth,  opposite  the  Baptist  Church.  The  early 
apprentices  in  the  office,  were : —  Luther  Tucker,  editor  and  proprie- 
tor of  the  Cultivator,  and  Secretary  of  the  State  Agricultural  Socie- 
ty ;  the  author  of  this  work;  and  fomeroy  Tucker,  the  present  edi- 
tor of  the  Wayne  Sentinel.    In  1823,  Mr.  Strong  emigrated  to  Ann 
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r^nd  Georjre  Beckwith.  Alvah  Hemleo.  Samuel  Jennings,  James  and 
Orrin  While,  were  the  I'ther  principal  merchant?.  The  lawyers 
at  thai  periixl.  wore,  Frederick  Smi^h,  Th«^mas  Baldwin,  Ambrose, 
and  Thomas  Hall,  Abner  Cole.  Alexander  Tiffany,  krael  Richard<on 

:^nd Piirkhursit.     The  settled  IVesbvterian  clercvman.  the  Rev. 

Jessee  Townsend.  The  physicians,  f^rs.  Gain  Hobinson,  Alex- 
ander Mlntvre.  Durfee  Chase,  Dr.  James  Lakey.  (now  ot*  Cincin- 
nati.)   tcgleston.     The    principal    mechanics  and    n^anut'ac- 

Hirers,  were  Jessun  and  Palmer, Benson.  \Vm.    Sexton. 

llussev.  Amos  Reed. Wairstaff.  (the  lather  of  the  well  knimn 

Capt.  kolvrt  WaiTstatf,  of  Buffalo,  and  the  Lakes,  more  receiitly  of 
Calitornia.)  Asa  Lilly.  Salmon  llathway, Shattuck. Robin- 
son, Zebulon  Reeves.  David  Jack  ways,  Emx"h  Lilly  ;  and  some 
o: hers,  w hose  n  a  mes  are  n ol  now  recollec tt d .  Scon  a  fte  r  1 S 1 S . 
and  betore  the  completion  of  tlie  canal,  there  was  a  large  accession 
lo  pi^pulalion.  merchants  and  mechanics.  Pliny  Sexton,  ccmmen- 
ceil  there  as  a  silver  smith  and  watch  repairer,  in  IS  19  or.  *t20: 
aterwanls.  was  one  of  the  first  to  introduce  the  co^^king  stove  ir.to 
\V.  X.  York :  envrai^iHi  in  the  Hardware  business  :  and  is  now  associa- 
ted with  George  Cuyler  in  the  bankinc  business. 

Cliarles  Smith  who  is  now  traveling  with  a  i>eddler's  wagon,  in 
this  re::ion.  was  the  first  hatter  in  Palmvra  :  was  succeeded  in  earlv 
years,  by  David  Jack  ways. 

Abner  Hill  followed  the  Spears  tamily,  Irom  Cummirgt'^n.  in  an 
early  perioil  of  settlement.  He  died  in  1S21>.  His  wiviow.  who 
came  into  the  country  with  the  lamily  of  the  elder  David  White. 
was  livinji.  in  the  lall  of  ISoO.  with  her  son.  upon  the  Ridge  Road. 
in  the  town  of  Ontario.  agi\l  SO  years. 

If  Juhn  Comstock  did  not  practice  law  in  Palmyra,  as  assumed 
on  page  3SS.  Wm.  Howe  Cuvler  was  the  first  practicing  lawyor 
there.  Freilerick  Smith,  was  his  successor  and  the  ^K'cupanl  of  his 
office,  after  his  death,  in  ISltJ :  in  1SI3  was  app\v.nuxl  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace  by  Gov.  Tompkins,  and.  w  ith  the  exception  of  two  years, 
has  held  the  office  through  all  fluctuations  of  party,  and  charge  from 
appointment  to  election,  until  the  present  time.  He  h.\s  also  held 
the  offices  of  Judge,  and  Sufvrvisor. 

The  first  newspaper  established  at  Palmyra  was  the  "  Palmyra 
Register. "  Timothv  C.  Strong,  editor  and  publisher.  The  first  nuiii- 
ber  was  issued  in  October.  ISIS.  Mr.  Strong  was  from  Middlobury. 
Vl,  where  he  had  been  connected  with  the  licwspajvr  press.     The 

trintin^  office  was  in  one  of  the  upjvr  rvMns  o(  the  old  taveni 
CHise  o(  Dr.  Er.s worth.  I'ppt^site  the  Baptist  Church.  Tl:e  early 
apprentices  in  the  office,  were  : —  Luther  Tucker,  editor  and  proprie- 
tor of  the  Cultivator,  and  Secrelarv  of  the  State  Acricullural  Stxrie- 
ty  ;  the  author  of  this  work :  and  Pomeroy  Tucker,  the  f  n.»seni  edi- 
tor of  the  Wayne  Sentinel.     In  18*23.  Mr.  Strong  emigrated  to  Ann 
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ton.  Wait  Stoddard,  a  brother  of  Silas  Stoddard,  had  pme 
him  in  the  Genesee  country.  As  earhr  as  1789  he  purchased 
acres  of  what  is  now  the  Gideon  Lee  farm,  near  Geneva,  whid 
afterwards  sold,  and  returned  to  Connecticut.] 

The  author  has  thus  added  to  the  reminiscences  of  the  earir 
prominent  pioneer  locality  —  the  old  town  of  Palmyra  —  aod 
perhaps,  has  omitted  names  that  should  have  been  recognized, 
reviewing  his  work,  one  name  especially  occurs  to  him  that  sh 
not  be  omitted,  for  of  all  of  the  early  men  of  Western  New  ] 
there  were  few  whose  memories  have  stron^r  claims  to  a  rec( 
tion,  than  those  of  William  A.  M'Lean ;  Tew  who  were  po 
sed  of  more  noble  and  generous  qualities.  He  was  a  native  of! 
London,  Conn.,  his  father,  a  well  known  master  of  a  Packet 
tween  New  London  and  Charleston,  S.  Carolina ;  his  moth 
daughter  of  Com.  Harris  of  the  navy  of  the  Revolution.  In  1 
or  '  9,  he  came  to  Western  New  York,  first  engaging  as  a  c!e: 
the  store  of  Ward  &  Bristol,  at  the  "  Huddle. "  In  the  war  of 
he  was  one  of  the  aids  of  Gen.  Swift,  and  was  with  him  whe 
fell.  After  the  war  he  was  a  clerk  of  J.  &  L.  Thayer,  the 
Master  of  Palmyra,  and  a  magistrate.  He  w^as  a  bachelor; 
in  1824  or  '  5. 

Soon  after  1800,  a  settlement  was  commenced  near  the  nortl 
of  what  is  now  Macedon,  which  assumed  the  name  of  "  The  1 
die."  Dr.  Levi  Ward  was  an  early,  if  not  the  first  settler  thei 
He  was  from  Berkshire,  a  student  of  Dr.  Bradish,  a  brother  •:•: 
John  Bradish.  Dr.  Ward  was  one  of  the  earliest  physicians  o 
north  west  portion  of  Wayne  county,  an  early  mairistrate,  an^ 
early  merchant ;  his  mercantile  partner,  Daniel  Bristol.  He 
grated  to  Michigan  where  he  died  a  few  years  since. 

The  village  of  Pahnyra  was  incorporated  in  1827.  Th^ 
village  officers  were  :  —  Joseph  Colt,  Pres't ;  Joel  Thayer  Tl 
as  Rogers,  Nathaniel  Beckwith,  and  James  While,  Trustees  :  • 
N.  Williams,  Geo.  Beckwith,  Alvah  Hendee,  Assessors ;  Th: 
P.  Baldwin,  Clerk :  Wm.  Park,  Treasurer. 


At  the  close  of  the  year  1806,  those  whose  names  follow,  i 
most  of  all  the  heads  of  families  in  what  is  now  Ontario,  Walw. 
and  Marion:  —  Nathan  andEnos  Palmer,  (the former  the  fathe 
Judge  Oliver  Palmer  of  Rochester,)   Joseph    Day,  Step^hen  Ch 

Ebenezer   Trask, Green,   (was  killed  by  the   fall  of  a  ire 

1806,)    Levi  Bartholomew,  Luke  Holbrook, Hopkir.?. 

Hulburt  Crittenden.  David  Sutton,  Stephen  and  Daniel  Dou^i 
Deacon  Gideon  Haskett,  Joseph  Bartholomew,    Aaron  Rice.  C 
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Turner,  [who  gave  the  name  to  Turner's  Comers,  died  in  1830,  at 
the  age  of  84  years ;]  Thomas  Scovell,  Wm.  Bixby,  Thomas  Cory, 
Stephen   .Sanford,    Daniel   Howell,   Epentua   Ketchum,   Thomai 

YouHixs,   Fuller,  Hercules  GifTord,  Timothy   Smith,  Daniel 

Twaddell, Case,  James   Huggins,  Dr.   Seth  Tucker.  Deacon 

Adnms,   Micajnh   Hardin,  William  Haniin,    Daniel  Russell, 

Lothrop.  James   Hill, Rose,   Jonathan  Hill,  (father  of  Riley 

Hill,  Esq..  of  Walworth,)  Samuel  Millett,  John  Inman,  Peter  Freer, 

Andrew  Millett,  Joshua  Bridge,  Winslow  Green, Baker, 

Hurlev,  Capt.  Gilbert  Hinkley,  Moses  Padley, Babcock,  John 

Chamberlain,  Capt.  Dennison.  Marshall  Chamberlain, M'Kay, 

Jonathan  Boynton,  (was  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  a  county 
Judgt\  a  magistrate  and  supervisor ;  died  a  few  years  since  ;  his 
son  Anson  Boynton,  is  the  occupant  of  the  homesterd,)  Deacon 
Daniel  Gould,  Thomas  Aldrich,  Jedediah  Smith,  Benjamin  Bobbins 

Barrett,  John  and  Ephraim  Slade, Carpenter,  

Hawley,  Azel  Eaton,  Asahel  Hoyt,  Alvin  St.  John,  Levi  Rowley, 
Nathan  Rice,  Benjamin  Aldrich,  Rufus  Harris,  Caleb  Knapp, 
Oliver   Atwell,   Amasa   Hall,  Wm.  Cory,  Moses  Bradner,  ■■ 

Dean,  Ezekiel  Kellogg. 

There  was  an  earfy  road  opened  along  on  the  shore  of  Lake 
Ontario,  following  mostly  the  old  Indian  trail,  from  Pultneyvillc  to 
Irondequoit.  It  preceded  the  ojiening  of  the  Ridge  Road.  An 
intbrmant  of  the  author  names  Beman  (or  Benjamin)  Hopkins,  as 
the  earliest  settler  upon  this  road  —  as  early  as  I80G  or  '7.  He 
built  a  saw  mill  u|X)n  Bear  Creek.  He  still  survives;  the  Rev. 
Alonzo  Hopkins  is  a  soli  of  his  :  another  son  is  Patteison  Hopkins, 
n  merchant  at  Inman's  Cross  Roads.  Noah  Fuller,  wlio  ha<i  settled 
in  Macedon  in  1800.  removed  to  the  Lake  shore  in  I80t)  or  '10. 
He  was  the  father  of  Wm.  A.  Fuller,  Esci.,  of  Ontario  :  die<i  in  J 825. 

Other  early  settlers  on  Lake  shore  ; Dennison,  Willard  Church, 

John  Case,  Wm.  Middleton,  (the  father  of  James  Middleton,  who 
resides  upon  the  homestead,  and  of  Joseph,  residing  upon  the  Ridge:) 
Jared  Putnam,  Daniel  Jennings.  The  Ridge,  in  town  of  Ontario, 
commenced  settling  in  J  808  and  '0,  but  settlement  progressed  but 
slowly.  Daniel  Inman  settled  at  what  was  afterwards  called  "  In- 
man's Cross  Roads,*'  in  1809 ;  he  opened  a  tavern  as  soon  as  Ridge 
Road  was  opened,  so  as  to  admit  of  travelling  upon  it  with  wheels, 
which  was  not  until  just  previous  to  the  war  of  1812.  He  was  the 
early  P.  Master ;  emigrated  to  Illinois,  where  he  died  in  1848.  — 
John  Edmonds  and  Samuel  Sabin,  were  settlers  there  soon  after 
Mr.  Inn)an.  Abraham  Smith,  Deacon  Wm.  Billings,  Isaac  Sim- 
mons, Lewis  Janes,  George  Sawyer,  were  early  settlers  along  on 
Ridge,  west  of  Inman's.  The  Pioneer  at  what  is  called  ''Ontario 
Corners,"  was  Altred  Town,  who  removed  to  Miciiigcin  soon  after 
the   war;  Nathan  Grant    was  also  eaaly   in  that  locality.     The 
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first  physician  in  the  neighborhood,  was  Dr.  Wm.  Greenwood.  He 
died  in  1840.  Elder  James  Gk»ing  was  first  P.  M.  at  Ontario  Cor- 
ners. Noah  Fuller,  Daniel  Inman  and  Ira  Howard,  built  a  saw  miH 
at  Inman's  Comers,  previous  to  the  war. 

Caleb  Lyon,  who  as  the  reader  will  observe,  was  the  eirir 
Supervisor  of  Ontario,  in  later  years,  settled  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Four  Mile  Creek,  where  he  laid  out  a  village,  projected  a  harbor, 
and  drew  around  him  at  one  time,  a  considerable  settlement.  His 
projected  village  proving  a  failure,  he  next  pioneered  the  way  to 
what  was  after w'ards  called  Carthage,  where  he  purchased  1000  acres 
of  land,  and  had  erected  a  few  log  shanties,  when  he  sold  the  prop- 
erty, —  (in  1816)  — to  Elisha  B.  Strong,  Heman  Norton,  and  their 
associates.  Mr.  Lvon  soon  after  removed  to  the  Black  River  countrr. 
where  he  was  a  large  land  proprietor.  He  was  the  father  of  the 
present  Senator,  "  Caleb  Lyon,  of  Lyonsdale." 

Daniel  Russell  was  the  early  tavern  keeper  on  the  road  from 
Palmyra  to  Sodus ;  he  died  a  few  years  since  at  an  advanced  age. 

One  of  the  earliest  mercantile  establishments  in  Walworth,  was  a 
branch  of  the  pioneer  store  of  Ira  West,  of  Rochester. 

Amos  Thayer,  from  Millford,  Conn.,  settled  on  Ridge,  in  to\ra  of 
Ontario,  in  1810.  He  died  in  1814.  He  was  the  father  of  Nathan, 
formerly  of  Palmyra,  but  more  recently  of  Michigan,  where  he 
died  in  1823;  of  Amasa,  who  resided  the  last  years  of  his  life  in 
Waterloo ;  of  Joel  and  Levi,  twin  brothers,  who  were  prominent 
merchants  at  Palmyra,  in  an  early  day  ;  now  residents  of  Bulfalo. 

The  town  of  Ontario,  which  originally  embraced  what  is  n«>w 
Walworth,  was  organized  in  1807.  At  the  first  town  meeling  in 
April,  1808,  Caleb  Lyon  was  chosen  Supervisor,  Geo.  Matthewson 
Town  Clerk ;  Samuel  Milletl,  Benj.  Randolph,  James  Buckley. 
Assessors;  Ebenezer  Trask,  Ov.  Poor.  At  the  election,  in  1810.  the 
town  gave  73  votes  for  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  and  25  for  Jonas  Platl. 
Thomas  Bancroft  succeeded  Caleb  Lyon  as  Supervisor,  in  ISll. 

What  has  been  remarked  in  other  connections,  in  reference  to 
all  the  region  bordering  on  Lake  Ontario,  is  especially  applicable  to 
the  south  west  portion  of  Wayne.  It  was  heavily  timbered,  the 
soil  wet,  and  it  has  been  after  long  years  of  toil,  disease  and  other 
endurances,  l)efore  the  *'  better  time  "  came.  There  were  there 
the  roughest  features  of  Pioneer  lite,  the  dwelling  upon  which  wouU 
be  but  a  repetition  of  what  has  been  said  in  otner  connectioDs ; 
and  would  hardly  be  credited  by  those  who  see  ilie  region  as  it  now 
is,  its  magnificent  farms ;  its  whole  aspect  of  plenty  and  prosj^erity. 


In  the  year  1807,  Major  Wm.  Rogers,  (DO^  see  page  3S6.) 
removed  from  Palmyra  to  Williamson,  upon  the  Ridjxe,  and  opened 
a  public  house ;  first  in  all  the  distance  from  Oswego  to  Genesee 
River.    There  was  then  on  the  Ridge  between  the  two  points  named, 
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bat  four  families  K^siJos  hre  own  :  —  thi>so  of  Ronjamin  Atwater. 
John  HoIooniK  Alphou>  Cur::*?,  ar.d  lV:er  Sharp.  In  iho  same 
vear.  PaTiiol  Pov»:'»ir;0  ivmovivi  frxMn  Oranpt*  county  auA  <e\ucd  on  the 
Riti:;i*  w-.^stof  Ala  or  KoiTors.  but  afterw.irJs  ohanc^^s:  his  l^x*a:ion, 
he  IxH'ame  his  suooessi^r  in  iho  puMlo  house,  anii  :ho  Kvaiiiy  — 
ihe  }vi:.:  wlu^ro  the  Pahr.vra  an*!  IV.n.ovv.il^*  ro.iii  oross<^s  ihe 
Riii;ro — :.  ^w  \V:;].a:^istV.\  Corners  —  \v:;s  \:\  ea:iy  voars  ca!:t\l  *■  Pop- 
I'ino^s  CvTVicrs. ""  Nathan  W-.illams  ha.l  o;x*r.Oil  a  st^^'ord  }  r.Mic 
hous-j  a:  :!*.o  l\  rr.ors  Iv.^re  M;\  or  P^^^v :;::->  suootvdo.i  M;ror  Ri>sr- 
ors.  Ma  or  P^'ti'ir.t^  liinl  in  1S41.  .■^;;e^,i  tVi  vears.  tie  had  Kvn 
a  Ji:»ii:e  ot'  Wayne  cour.ty,  a  ^u;x"rvisor  a::d  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
S,^!nu;\  S.  (or  T.)  Poppir.o  <.»t"  XVi^.iamson.  John  J,  Popjir.o.  of 
Bi::T.;!v\  Daniel  Pot^pino  of  Walworth,  are  his  .<-  ns. 

At  ir.:^  Mission  of  the  1-ejislature  in  ISOiV  "10.  Ju.^^re  William 
Rojtrsof  P.ili'..yra.  who  was  then  ov.e  of  ihe  Oi.ta::.^  rej^tesenta- 
l:ves  in  the  As'kmMy.  principally  with  t.^e  aid  of  meiy.lx^rs  from  lite 
o.isterv.  iif.i  iZiidd'e  }v  »rt  ions  of  the  St;:  :e.  succeeded  in  jettiv.i:  an  act 
o:':he  Li  ji>l;».:ure  tor  ;iie  cov  stnictivv.  of  a  Kr..i.:e  ovivthe  Genesee 
River  ai  Kvhester:  atid  at  the  $,';me  iinu\  o:'.e  for  the  ovionivi:  of 
a  St.^te  K'ud  trom  some  jvint  nt^rth  of  the  Onoiola  Lake.  via.  the 
R.diTC.  '■^  Genest^e  Kiver.  Tl;e  Cv^mmissionet>s  fx»r  lavirj  out  the 
R.\ui  were.  Judaic  Geddes.  Phiietus  Swift  and  Wii.iiiin  Kojrers. 
S^X'n  after  this  a  jvst  route  was  estaMished  from  Weedsivrt.  via. 
I'ato  Cmers.a:^.d  Ridjre  Road  to  Getiesee  Falls:  a  wivkly  mail, 
carrii'd  in  a  two  h'^rse  stage.  svv»n  sncceeded. 

The  t»  wn  of  Williamson,  enbracifs:  originally,  what  is  row  Wil- 
■ : .: n":son ,  M  a:  i o:i .  l> . t  a rio  ar. d  W a  i  wort h.  w  as  e rec  t i\i  in  1  Si>J.  The 
e.iriies:  records  are  ih  •^e  of  I ••04.  I;t  that  year  the  town  o:ncers 
were  : —  Luke  Phe!;>s.  Sup  :  David  D.>uirla<>.  town  clerk  :  Snrr.uel 
M.  \  :.  Mid; ah  llar.ii:  j.  Saiv.tel  H.  Caidwi".  Ass<^Ss^rs  :  Henry 
L-»\e:i.  Ji»:.athan  Hill.  vNin.  IV  Ci>i:sh.il..  Com.  H.jihways.  Abra- 
ham Pratt.  Const,  and  Collector:  John  T:irany.  Dan;e!  Powell.  Mi- 
c.a;3h  Hard  ins:.  Sainuel  H  Caldwell.  Gideon  S::er:  nan.  H-ra  Phel}>s. 
•  overseers  of  Hiirhways.  The  tow  n  meetiri:  w  as  held  at  u\c  house  of 
Daniel  Powell.  Fiu'v  doli.ars  were  voted  for  the  "destruction  of 
i;o\ious  animals : "  four  dollars  K^r  "Ix^ars*  heads,  taken  within  the 

town."     Amoni:  the  records  o\  earlv  roarls.  are  : From   Dinah 

Stiles'  ion  Ix^cinninii  at  a  Ivach  stump."  to  the  "iiiterst^ctionof  a  road 
by  thr  saw  mill:"'  **lVom  the  south-west  comer  of  Nathan  Stewart's 
iot."  to  a  ••  'Deach  tree  on  the  m^rth-west  conter  of  !ot  numlvr  4  : ' 
••fn">m  No.  13  in  3il  ran;;??.  thrvHiirh  to  the  settlement  in  No.  13.  in 
m  Rarire:"  *iVom  mouth  of  Lit:le  Sxir.on  Creek  to  the  road  that 
leads  from  Palii-yra  to  Sixius.  a  little  Sv>uth  oi"  Moses  Blakesly's  new 
dwellins:  h^nise  ;  "  "irom  Sodus  road  near  Wm.  Shemian'sto  north 
side  of  Abraham  Pratt's  imprv^vement." 

Dr  Josiah  Bennet  was  thelir?t  practicinc  physician  on  the  Rulge, 
in  what  is  now  Wavne :  still  survives,  and  continues  practice. 

32 
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The  Slow  progress  of  settlement,  in  what  is  now  Sodus,  after  the 
fulvent  of  Mr.  Williamson,  and  the  decline  of  his  enterprises,  is  noted 
on  page  394.  From  1800  to  1811  and  '12,  about  as  many  aban- 
doned their  back  wood's  homes,  as  there  were  of  new-  'settlen. 
Sickness,  such  as  was  incident  to  pioneer  settlement  in  all  the  regioo 
bordering;  upon  the  south  shore  ot  Lake  Ontario,  was  the  principil 
cause.  For  many  years  agricultural  improvements  were  in  af:mt 
measure  abandoned,  and  fishing,  hunting,  and  trapping  was  a  chief 
employment. 

Among  those  attracted  to  that  region  as  early  as  1805,  wis 
Nathan  Tuttle,  who  had  been  a  semi-savage  —  a  second  '*  Indiia 
Allan"  —  familiar  with  the  bloody  scenes  of  the  Border  Wars  of  the 
Revolution,  find  the  participant  in  many  of  them.  When  but  a  boy, 
on  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolution,  he  left  his  native  phceio 
Connecticut,  and  merged  himself  with  the  Indians,  adopting  their 
habits,  joining  their  hunting  and  war  parties,  and  in  tiieir  steahhj 
descents  with  the  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife,  upon  the  settle- 
ments of  the  whites.  Familiar  with  all  the  middle  and  wesiern 
portions  of  this  state,  with  the  position  of  the  feeble  settlements 
upon  the  Mohawk,  the  Unadilla  and  Susquehannah  Rivers,  he  wis 
a  fit  instrument  for  the  use  of  the  Johnsons,  the  Butlers,  and  BranL 
when  they  sallied  out  from  their  retreats  at  Oswego  and  Niagara,  to 
execute  terrible  vengeance  upon  their  old  neighbors.  He  was  with 
Walter  Butler,  and  Brant  in  their  massacre  at  Cherry  Valler. 
Soon  after  the  war,  under  the  influence  of  Missionaries  wlio  visited 
the  Indians,  he  became  re-civilized,  and  lived  thereafter  a  nrfonned 
life.  He  cultivated  a  little  land  at  Sodus.  and  though  following  his 
old  habits  of  hunting  and  fishing,  he  bore  the  character  of  an  honcft 
man,  and  a  Christian.  He  left  the  countr}*  in  1815,  and  died  soon 
after. 

The  Ridge,  in  Sodus,  was  even,  later  in  settling  ilian  at  points 
already  noticed.  In  1811,  the  three  brothers,  Bvram,  SamueKani 
Dr.  Joseph  Green,  emigrated  from  Berkshire,  Mass..  and  settled 
there.  They  were  descendants  of  the  early  Plymouth  colonists. « 
that  name  ;  one  of  whom  was  Samuel  Green,  who  in  1649  '\'as  the 
successor  of  Stephen  Daye  in  the  first  printing  establishment  iritr> 
duced  into  the  colonies.  He  printed  an  edition  of  David's  Psalms. 
■and  Elliot's  Indian  Bible ;  continued  in  the  business  at  Cambnoir 
for  the  long  period  of  50  years;  died  in  1702,  aged  87  year?- 
Joseph  Green,  the  father  of  the  brothers  named,  followed  his*  sow 
to  Sodus,  in  1812.  He  was  in  the  army  of  ihe  Revolution,  aoi 
after  that  a  prominent  and  useful  citizen  of  Windsor  and  Willitiw- 
town,  in  Berkshire  county.  Byram  Green,  taking  a  contract  ftr 
•236  acres  of  land,  in  Aprif,  1811,  shouldered  his  axe,  and  entered  the 
forest;  wielding  it  until  he  had  an  opening  of  four  acres:  bumiaf 
the  brush  and  planting  com  and  potato^  among  the  logs.  In  the 
absence  of  a  boarding  place.,  he  slept  upon  straw,  m  aholiow  kj^tn' 
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bu!  '•  cold  collativMis,"  in  ihe  vray  of  nxvJ.  He  built  a  W  house 
duT^Tiir  The  isummer.  prepareii  h:?  croani  lor  wheat,  and  in  CVToher. 
fiaTirii  S«*n  n-^inoii  bv  h-s  wiie.  wa?  fairiv  under  wav.  providing  for 
K.nijse.f.  :i.rou^h  lorx  voar?  of  iniissirv  and  nerseverance.  the  hoir* 

«      ■  «  « 

Tid  all  :he  oom:or:s  that  he  :s  now  in  his  deo:inin^  vears  en^-^vinir. 

w  mer.,  if  ar.y.  ::i  a'.i  :h!>*  reiriori.  have  so  often  Seen  caileii  lo  nil 
pob'.rc  fia'ions.  or parrir: pate  in  pub'lic  affairs  in  relations  **>  varied. 
C.->rnnif^:^o;:ii:  w.ih  a  TOv\n  omoe  m  ISIC.  he  was  for  sseveral  vc.irs  a 
sur»erv:«.^r.  and  Ten  vears  a  magistrate.  In  1S1<».  he  was  elecied  a 
rnem:x*r  of  Assemblv  fro:n  OnTario.  which  he  tiiied  tor  tour  vears,  at 
»: .if:  re:*.:  ]vr.o.i>.  \:\  ISJl.  he  \\a>  e*i:v:od  a  n">e:nberof  the  Senate 
of  Th:>  sMT:^ :  in  1S37  was  aiwinted  a  Judire  of  ihe  couns  L»f  Wayne 
ccn3r.:y  :  IS^JO.  a  Deputy  Colit^ctor.  and  Inspector  of  custom*,  at  IVit- 
T>evr.i;-»:  in  1S:^5.  a  Visiter  to  the  Academv  at  West  Point;  in 
l?4i^.  he  w.is  .1  mcmSer  ofCor.ijress.* 

D.-.  Jo52rph  Green,  well  educate^i.  and  skiiitiii  in  his  profession, 
"was  a  usei*;:]  rjew  cor.ier  in  tSc  backwvxvis  —  acquired  a  i.^rcie 
prajTice.  bi::  w.-is  destined  to  a  sh>r^  career.  In  1S14.  SiVid)ers  who 
re: urried  from  ihe  frontier,  sick  \*-!:h  ihe  y»revai;inc  enidemic.  becanoe 
his  paTier.Ts  .  from  whom  he  contracted  the  dzseasie,  o:'  which  he 
dierf.  :n  Au^r^i^t  of  that  ve.or.  The  brother,  Samuel  Green,  and  his 
'wife,  died  of  the  sa:r>e  disease,  the  same  season. 

Eider  Seha  Norton,  who  js  brjefly  noticed  on  pape  599,  was  the 
firs:  n/.r.;>:cr  l.vated  in  the  t.^wn  of  Sodus.  To  what  has  aireadv 
been  s.iid  of  h::r,.  may  be  added,  in  the  lanpiaire  of  a  cor:^espon<i- 
en:  —  -  His  jeamiri:  was  bu:  that  accu.ned  in  the  common  schools 
of  X;-^w  Er.^!and.  It  was  not  the  display  of  rhetoric,  or  ekxjuenoe, 
ih:.:  di>:ir.p::shed  hir.v  bu:  rather  : he  exercise  of  a  sound  and  dis- 
cr:r:.  :.a:::.ji  mind,  united  w.:h  a  Teelir.c  heart  and  a  devotion  to  the 
hrs:  ir.teresis  of  his  ne'Jr^.bc•rs.  that  secured  to  him  the  love  and  es- 
ih:-:-.-.  f  .-ii!  within  the  >;i7ere  of  h.s  influence,"  When  the  :n^  a.<ion 
by  a  forii^  foe  was  threaier.ed  in  his  imn">ediaTe  neijrfiborn».»d, 
"  f.re  was  struck  aira;::  from  the  old  flint,"  the  spirit  of  76  was  i>e. 
v".Ti*d  in  him  :  he  raised  a  ccvoanv  of  •S.iver  Gnevs."  le-d  them 
to  S.>.vjs  Poir.!,  in  a  d.irk  r.  irht-  and  exchanired  shots  with  an 
ac^jai:.:arice  of  his  vouih  —  a  British  foe.     As  a  minister  of  the 


*  Tttf  ft..: bar,  ir  thiwr  strAii^  lu»  ]::^t  r.*^  ^^'^  YiTii  poLural  hifdrnr  :  mCkttn  «  im,  be 
eM.li  vi  U  t»4>n&T<-  JdcIcif  i^'Y*rz:*»  r^mf  v.r>.  &  V^n^  ntcic*  of  Jopidkxi^ir  rrmtn  If 
hr  fc.  3f^:  «r::;n£  i^V^jUck:  liwrorr.  he  mfcT  l*  »Iio»"«J  t."  ccrrtvi  kl  wee  of  i»  1ii»- 
Ton&n.  .'joirf-  rl&nr.7n.-•^.i  A:  ibt  mW.c  of  the  Lecisi&:::7T  .r  l!^4.  Jadirv  G-yvb 
vnr.si  f.»r.  isiii  Lc&isic  iL*  T!jic:.-iral  !-*▼  —  w»»  rT*e  of  0»  r.-vsrtoi.noit  oa*  oftbe 
ciTcrrrDc.  A I  Uk^  fC^KUfcl  Kwaonoitbe  Lcpftl&Tisv.  laaif  TflV.  be  did  x>oi  oflcff 
Tieiiol;.cirk&f  of  k<o«;ctt kj^rias  o-,-^^  V&U«  for  K«Lrer..r.f  ihe  Lrf^putfUTF.  Ol  i>>t  ^*1S 
dftr  of  *Jie  KrMb;i2.  bt  .-•ff:"vi  7T!iiiV.:Tj.-i7UL.  :r  fcihrnnnr  tb&t  tbe  Cftl*.  oftbe  e.rc«  RKMnG 
waf>  :.Droas:.r..:jo7^ .  :b£i  :i  w  inc^TieiK:.:  to  M^pskte :  Asd  tbtt  vitb  xiir  ronmr* 
ypnri  »-.f  :hf  AiwMrS'r  ihf  i<miftr;:rt  woUd  »^;ozrr.  TImiiv  Tnohitiou  wert  j\nmt4 
and  iif :.:  T<o  ihr  ><<ik&:(  for  ^orrumrDfA.  ICr.  F««C3p  oSnrnd  KKiiir  ronol =:].>:«  am 
tte  Ajw-SuUjr.  yrhie\.  wtn  iwi  4«&  Ut(  tahifi.  4iid  Um  rwciIaiMBt  of  ibe SenAtr  Uknifi 
and  ]tMfc>i.  '  gr  Scr  Scnav  and  AawmKr  ."Icvcnkab. 


-,.  '.' 
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of  the  preKOI  dsr  woiu  flviBK. 

S]firaii»R.Goodeiioii|^aiid]laikJoliii^  fi 

Bunstan  of  the  Metbodiit  doManiDation.  ThejcaoKtoSe 
1810.  The  bmmr^  after  itadam  there  a  tew  jen^cnipi 
theieert.  Thelatter  was  aaeartf  andcfficksni  he^er^aoca 
hii  laiitiiinn.hnf  in  prnmnfing  thr  riiwr  of  edncalWi  aad  a 
tended  to  the  proqieritjr  of  the  nrigMwhood.  ^  He  died  ia  thi 
of  hie  uwfiilnffei 

Of  promhieiit,  eailjr  aetslen  of  Sodm^  who  liaiTe  aot  taea 
tioiied,  there  were: — Enoch  Mono,  who  waa  tar  ckiia 
Suyerfimr  of  the  town,  a  '<*^  ^  the  ooorts  of  Wavae  c 
aniits rraresentatiFe  in  the  AaaemUj;  enugraled  toOinoia 
William  Danfbrth  was  an  eaily  Sapenriaor,  aa  waa  Robert  J 
docL  John  Holoomb  and  Jenks  PdDm  ware  aarlj  map 
Other  jpromineni  eariy  aetslen: — Stephen  BoAnrti,  Bah 
If ofab  Grainer,  Lyman  Donning,  DaaiH  Aimei;  Klidka  Kiaa 

Enoeh  Torner  wwb  the  fiist  oeCtler  npoo  the  aite  ol  w6 
eaDed  in  earijr  years,  *  Tomer^s  Comen  " — now  Sodas  ^ 
in  181&.  He  opened  the  first  taTem  there^  and  waa  the  fint 
gage  in  the  mercantile  bosineas.  He  atiD  waxwiwm^  ai  the  eg 
yean;  andisstiHataFenikeeper. 

The  foDoisring  is  a  list  of  "UxaUe  inhabitants.**  in  what  i 
Sodas  and  LjroDs»  when  the '^  District  of  Sodos"  was  first  •« 
in  1789.  It  a  not  to  be  presomed  that  they  were  all  actoa 
dents  :^-> 


EfWiTMWUfe  AflridbWiDb 

TMWidkk  WlatmaOL  Smael  U. 

JabesSffl 


Laoond  Aldrich 

Andirv  Hilktt 

Tuwtikr  Smith 

Wb.  nigiAaTl  Bwna  W^mt 

Bmhm  Z2Ua»  Wm.  WUse 

Motei  BUadj  DmdTnmhoAg^ 

DmhdShmmm  J«l»  Ti 


LydM  CMly  Fi 


Wb. 

Woloo  Many 

The  reader  fiuniliar  with  eariy  names  in  that  region  win  ol 
Aat  settlemeBt  was  at  that  eariv  period,  abnost  whclly  coafii 
Lyoaa  and  Sodas  Tillages^  and  the  roads  leading  firam  Fa 
gad  Lyons  to  Sodas.  * 
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The  town  of  Lyons  was  erected  in  1 807.  The  first  officers  were : 
Bilbert  Howell.  Sup.:  Gabriel  Rcwrs.  Town  Clerk :  Joseph  Bennett. 
Jacob  Leach,  Jessee  Brown.  Assessors:  John  Tibbits.  Collector; 
Samuel  Lovewell,  Wm.  Bolton.  Jessee  Brown,  Com.  Highways  : 
losoph  Bennett.  Gabriel  Rogers.  Overseers  Poor:  John'TiblJils, 
Thomas  Sutton.  Constable*.  ^  In  1812,  '13,  John  Brown  was  Su- 
pervisor: in  1814.  Henr\-  Hvde:  in  1815.  Ezra  Jewell. 


The  county  ol"  Wavne  was  erected  in  1823.  The  prinnlive 
county  oiFicers  wore :  John  S.  Tahnadgo.  Wm.  Sisson.  David  Arne. 
(or  Armos.)  Jonathan  Boynton,  Emx'h  Morse.  Jacob  W.  Hallett. 
succeeded  John  S.  Talmadge  as  First  Juilge.  Hugh  Jameson, 
Sherirt":  Wm.  H.  Adams.  District  Attorney:  Israel  J.  Richardson, 
County  Clerk  :  George  W.  Scott,  Deputy ;  Andrew  J.  Lowe,  Geo. 
Sisson.  Coroners. 

Tlie  resident  attornies  of  the  countv,  admitted  to  practice  upon 
the  organization  of  the  courts,  were  :  \Vm.  H.  Adams,  Graham  H. 
Chapin.  Frederick  Smith.  Orville  L.  Holley,  Hiram  K.  Jerome.  Wm. 
3.  Houi:h.  Jt>seph  S.  (^Mt,  John  Flemminir.  Jr.,  Hugh  Jameson,  Wm. 
Wells, Thomas  P.  Baldwin,  Alexander  R.  TitVany .Charles  F.  Smith, 
Eldwanl  M.  Ci^. 

Xames  of  the  first  Grand  Juror?  empannelled  in  the  county : — 
John  Adams.  Abner  F.  Lakey,  Wm.  1).  Wiley,  John  Barber.  Jr., 
Lemuel  Spear,  David  Warner,  Ephraim  Green,  Wm.  Voorhies. 
James  Mason,  Abel  Wvman.  David  Russell,  Cephas  Moody, 
Stephen  Sherman.  Wm.  XViison,  Wm,  Dank,  Alexander  Beard, 
Jacob  Butterfield.  Daniel  Chapman,  Jeremiah  B.  Pierce,  Freeman 
Roirers.  Newell  Tatt.  I'liny  Foster.  Joseph  Lane. 

W.  H.  Adams,  who  is  incidentally  mentioned  in  page  1S8,  is  of  ihe 
earliest  pioneer  stock  of  the  Genesee  Country.  He  is  the  son  of  John 
Adams,  and  grandson  of  deacon  J.  Adams.  [£7*  See  E.  BKx^mfield. 
Willi  no  advantaires  for  acquiring  an  education  farther  than  those  af- 
forded in  Bloomfield  and  Canandaigua,  at  an  early  j^rioii,  he  entered 
the  ortice  ot  S.  Coleman,  of  BKx>mfield,  as  a  student.  As  earlv  as  I S15 
he  had  been  admitted  to  practice,  and  became  the  law  partner  of  E,  B. 
Strong,  and  afterwards  the  partner  of  Mark  H.  Siblev,  He  was  on 
the  fix»ntier  in  the  war  of  181Q,  as  an  Adjutant  of  Col.  Blakeslee*s 
Regiment :  participated  in  the  attack  ujx>n  the  British  invading 
force  below  Black  Rock,  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  December, 
1813,  He  removed  Irom  Canandaigua  to  Lyons,  in  IS22  :  was  the 
first  District  Attorney  of  Wayne  County:  in  1825,  its  repa^sentatiye 
in  the  Assembly ;  has  subsequently  held  the  commission  of  a  Brig. 
General  of  Militia.  With  the  exception  of  Geoitre  Hosmer,  of  Avon, 
he  was  the  first  law\-er  who  acquired  an  education,  and^  the  pro- 
fession, in  Western  Jfew  York.    When  in  the  prime  of  life,  he  had 
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of  a  swarm  of  counties  —  has  been  mingled  in  all  preceding  pages. 
It  had  an  identity  with  the  whole  region  of  Western  New  York,  in 
early  years,  and  nas  been  blended  in  these  —  its  local  annals.  There 
is  little  to  add  of  it ;  a  brief  recurrence  to  some  of  its  prominent 
Pioneer  localities,  must  suffice. 

Canandaigua  —  the  "  town"  of  early  times — the  center  of  all  that 
was  transpiring  in  a  wide  region  of  backwoods  settlements  ;  that  in 
early  years,  to  all  Western  New  York,  was  what  Rochester,  Buf- 
falo, Lockport,  Batavia,  Albion,  Geneseo,  Palmyra,  Lyons,  Geneva, 
Penn  Yan,  Bath,  Dansville,  Mount  Morris,  Angelica,  Homellsville, 
Cuba,  Dunkirk,  Attica,  and  Warsaw,  is  now,  to  sections  and  divi- 
sions of  it ;  the  locality,  to  which  the  sites  of  now  cities  and  villages, 
were  once  tributary  ;  was  left,  on  page  187  of  the  body  of  the  work, 
after  a  recognition  of  early  events  there,  and  its  most  prominent 
early  citizens.  To  the  list  of  names  of  early  citizens,  the  following 
are  added :  — 


Chrifitian  Westman 
Wm.  Shepherd 
Titus  Hayes 
Seth  ThompBon 
Stephen  Taylur 
Jofioua  Gidding 
Noah  Hcacoz 
Asa  Stanley 
Chester  Bunnell 
Nathaniel  Pierpoint 
James  C(»chrano 
Geor^  Baker 
John  Sutherland 
Lemuel  Co&tle 
Jairus  R(»sc 
Zachariah  Seymour 
Kobert  Little 
Reuben  Hawlcj 
Daniel  Prindle 
Jonathan  M.  Beach 


Nehemiah  Newings 
Oeurge  Baker 
Aslier  More 
Eben.  F.  Norton 
Joel  Andrus 
Wm.  Straight 
Seth  Lyon 
Ishmael  Brickie 
Elijah  Warren 
Ira  Blake 
Virtue  Bronson 
Frederick  Rifford 
Abijah  Merril 
Elijah  Koso 
Daniel  Budd 
Caleb  Reed 
Jam(»  Brown 
Samuel  Brocklebank 
S.  Board  man 
Nathan  Spencer 


Richard  Wells 
Enos  Hawley 
Levi  Tfcnney 
Isaac  Rider 
Wni.  Chapman 
Wm.  Thorn 
Wm.  Johnson 
Seymour  Woodruff 
Eliphalat  B.  Colemmn, 
Charles  G.  Fairman 
Robert  Flemming 
Joshua  M*Kinzie 
Lewis  Buckley, 
Wm.  A  W^ood 
Robert  Hopkins 
Joseph  Porter 
Isaac  White 
Itobert  Royce 
S.  Boordman. 


NEWSPAPER  REMINISCENCES. 


Old  newspaper  files  are  a  rich  source  of  historical  and  personal  reminiscen- 
ces; crude  and  disconnectetl  they  may  be  —  but  nevertheless,  enable  us  to 
catch  glimpses  of  the  past,  and  familiarize  us  with  its  events.  A  cotemporaiy 
line  or  paragraph  sometimes  conve3's  more  than  pages  of  after  reoollections^ 
or  after  records.    Emphatically,  newspapers 

"  Catch  the  manners  living  as  thej  rise ;" 

and  their  old  files  convey  to  us  impressions  of  the  past,  as  vivid  and  life-like, 
as  the  every  day  occurrences  we  are  witnessing.  So  much,  as  an  introduction 
to  a  medley,  or  chapter  of  "  odds  and  ends,**  takeo^rom  the  early  files  of  the 
Ontario  Repositoiy  and  Ontario  Messenger : — 
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had  refgrenee  to  a  project  for  leatuig  the  Springi  to  AngiMtaB  Poitv  ail 
MBQciitqi,  for  a  term  of  80  jewk] 

Electkn,  "  Village  6[  Trof."*  «*  War  between  Bi^iaiid  and  Fnn;t 
mighty  views  of  the  Gallic  Emperor  are  now  no  longer  to  be  rnamkaJ 
an  editorial  remark,  appended!  ''Monad  Awonation,*  p^amifciiTgi 
Wm.  Shepherd,  Cletk."  '*  All  penons  having  dnms  ngabaft  Cbas.  Wiffii 
aon,  late  of  Bath,"  &c; — Tsigned  by  John  Or&g  and  ^nioiDaa  Morm.]  ^ 
Lease,  Grist  and  Saw  mul  at  LyoDBf* — [signed  John  Johnson.]  *1V 
liam  Johnson  of  Seneca,"  is  found  doid,  npon  the  ^  banks  of  Scanatd 
Lake,  in  Pittstown."  ^The  Aflsodation  or  Ontario  Coonty^  ocnv^nad 
the  house  of  Abner  Adams  in  BloomfieM,  and  reoonunended  a  dar  cf  *-i 
ting  and  prayer,"  to  avert  the  calamity  of  "  God*sjodgnient  upon  ikt  land 
the  withholding  of  the  rain  from  Heaven."  Aaa  Danfofth,  SapL,  K)noDdb 
Salt  Springs,"  advertises  for  the  return  of  *'  Salt  CertifkatfeaL*'  Tboc 
Hammer  charges  BeDJamin  Wynn  with  stealing  $14  firom  him.  Coor: 
conciliation  organized,  the  members  oi  which  were^  John  Ewartp  Hi 
ITKair,  Phineas  Bates,  John  W.  Jonesi  Wm.  Lemen,  James  Wadsva 
John  Hampton,  Jonathan  P.  Sill,  James  Sherer;  who  decreed  that  Hi 
mer  should  withdraw  the  charge  and  acknowledge  that  it  was  nnfaad 
that  the  parties  ^  should  shake  hands  and  part  friends;**  —  [oomp&ed  wi 
''  Louisiana  ceded  to  the  United  States."  *Oar  Indian  neigfibofs  are  pa 
ably  disposed."  —  [Extract  of  a  letter  from  Lexington,  Ky.]  It  is  mm 
that  a  newly  appointed  Justice,  in  Oneida,  not  being  able 'to  read  iht  a 
ria^  ceremony,  was  in  tlie  habit  of  letting  his  negro  slave  tend  it  ice  k 
*•  Humphrey  Howland  continues  the  surveying  busiiK:««  in  a3  it.*  vri 
branches.''  "  John  Lkivd,  Leather  and  Fur  Dresser,  Glover  an  i  Ix 
Breaches  2J.'iker,  Bloom fieLi^  "Matthew  Lyon  of  tpitiinp  mmtyry,  m 
to  be  elected  to  Congress  from  Kentucky."  *'  For  sale,  at  tlir?  nKkA  rt-ia 
pri<-efi,  upwards  of  three  millions  of  acres  of  Holland  Lanil  Company  La&; 
"  Joseph  ElIicotL"  "  Died,  at  B<»ston,  Hon.  Samuel  Adanifv.  formrih"  h 
emor  of  Massachusetts.''  "  De  Witt  Clinton  is  aj^fiointe-J  Mavor  of  tbe  ( 
of  New  York.''  **  Application  will  be  made  to  the  LegisJaturx^'  f^^r  tb*  ««: 
of  a  Bridge  over  the  Genesee  River,  l)etween  flie  towns  tif  Hirtfori 
Southampton."  Augustus  Porter  and  Stephen  Batis,  advertife  iLai  : 
have  cut  a  larjre  quantity  of  hay,  (wild  grass,)  '*  <:»n  the  Gen«ss£«  Kiv^, 
miles  al»ove  Allen's  Hill,''  and  are  prcfiared  to  "winter  the  cattle  of  »■▼ 
tiers."  *•  The  Spanish  Intendant  of  Louisiana  oj>enly  declares  Lj>  ilzoi 
not  to  give  up  the  country."  "  Committed  to  gaol :"  [John,  a  D^« 
Indian,  killed  Ezekiel  Crane,  on  tlie  out- let  of  Seneca  Lake.] 

1804. —  «*  Lands  for  Sale,"  "  87,000  AcTe^  on  Triangle,-  -RiAsri 

BtoddanL"     ^Married,  in  Bloomfield,  Mr.  John  Merwvn.   a^e-l  7«,  to  I 

Badiael  Taylor,  aged  70."    **  Died,  at  Easton.  (Oorhanv)  Mr.  Fr>?.j^  F 

,  a  worthy  and  respectable  citizen."     The  slave  of  Valentin-?  Bivith'n.  i 

Canada;  was  pursued  by  the  master,  captured,  reficued   bv  a  "^s-^ 

Bad  negroes  near  Fort  Erie;"  afterwards  delivered  up  by  the  Cuisi: 

dioritiei^     •*  There  are  twenty  runaway  negroes  at  Fort  Erie."     "  Di 

■i  Charleston,  Capt  Reuben  Thayer."    *''  Married,   in  Albanr.  Mr.  Ja 

Bibky,  of  Canandaigua,  lb  Miss  Eliia  Easteriy,  of  the  former  pUw;"  '[< 
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two  are  now,  after  the  lapse  of  nearly  half  a  century,  residing  at  the  Blossom 
House,  in  the  city  of  Rochester.]  "  The  public  are  respectfully  informed  that 
the  subscribers  will  run  a  Mail  Stage,  t^-ico  a  week,  between  Canandaigua 
and  Albany,"  "through  in  four  days;"  "Levi  Stevens."  "  With  emotioas 
that  we  have  not  a  hand  to  inscribe^  we  announce  the  death  of  Alexander 
Hamilton."  [Public  meeting  followed  of  citizens  of  Canandaigua,  Myron 
Holley  delivered  an  address.]  "  Mount  Moriah  Lodge,  Palmyra,  will  be 
consecrated  on  the  10th  inst"  "  Die^l,  at  Hartford,  (Avon,)  Joseph  Elsworth, 
merchant,  aged  24  years,  son  of  Mr.  Solomon  Elswortb,  of  Connecticut" 
"Married,  in  Bloomtield,  Rev.  James  H.  Hotchkin,  to  Miss  Rebecca  Hall." 
"  On  Tuesday,  Sept  9th,  the  Rev.  Eliphalet  Nott  entered  upon  his  duties  as 
President  of  Schenectady  College."  "  Died,  in  Albany,  Gen.  Philip  Schuy- 
ler." "  Married,  Myron  Holley,  Es<^.,  to  Miss  Sally  House,"  Simeon  De 
Witt,  Suneyor  General,  advertises  that  the  lands  along  the  Niagara  River, 
from  Buflalo  to  P'ort  Niagara,  have  been  surveyed,  and  are  for  sale;  and  that 
a  "  town  has  been  laid  out  opposite  Queenston." 

1805. — Jan.  15;  Charles  Robins,  of  Canandaigua,  and  John  Kennedy,  of 
Sparta,  were  found  frozen  to  death.  "  Capt  Metcalf  and  his  son,"  of  Mid- 
dleton,  (Naples,)  had  a  severe  combat  with  a  wolf.  "  Married,  at  Middleton, 
Mr.  Joseph  Clark,  to  Miss  Polly  Sutton."  "  The  Sac  and  Fox  nations  of 
Indians  have  ceded  to  our  government  a  valuable  tract  of  land,  having  a 
front  of  600  miles  on  the  Mississippi."  "  *200  Reward !"  —  [For  Stephen 
Arnold,  a  school  teacher  in  Ot<^go,  who  had  whipped  a  child  to  death  for 
misspelling  a  word."]  "  Died,  at  Geneva,  Gavin  Lawson,  Esq.,  aged  90 
years."  "  Married,  in  Geneva,  Mr.  John  Heslop,  to  Miss  Nancy  M'Ken- 
zie ;  in  Phelps,  Mr.  Samuel  Oaks  to  Miss  Fanny  Be^l."  "  Canandaigua 
Academy  will  be  oi)enon  the  15th  of  August  inst;  Dutiley  Saltonstall,  Pre- 
ceptor."    Virtue  Bronson,  as  agent,  oflfers  to  lease  the  Mount  Morris  Flats. 

1807.  —  [1806  omitted.]  "Our  government  has  established  a  store  on 
the  Sandusky  River,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Indians."  "  Died,  in 
this  town,  at  Bates'  Hotel,  Giles  Blodgett,  Esq.,  of  Northfield,"  (Pittsford,  or 
Penfield.)  "  Portage,  Niagara  Falls ;  Porter,  Barton  <fe  Co.,  having  leased 
the  carrying  place,  <fec.  "  Prices  Current,  Buffalo  —  Furs:"  —  "  Otter, 
$4  to  $6;  Bear,  $4  to  89;  Beaver,  J2  to  82,50;"  —[Furs,  the  only  article 
quoted,  and  in  fact,  about  the  only  trade  then  going  on  in  Buffalo.]  **  Dieil, 
in  this  town,  Mrs.  Alice  Coleman,  consort  of  the  Rev.  Eliphalet  Coleman." 
"  Forty  Thousand  Acres  of  Land  for  sale,  in  the  town  of  Caladonia,  formerly 
Southampton ;"  "  Joseph  Ellicott"  William  Markham,  Matthew  Warner, 
Peter  Shaffer,  advertise  that  they  will  receive  projwsals  for  building  a  bridge 
across  the  Genesee  River.  At  the  election,  this  year,  Ontorio  gave,  votes  for 
Governor,  2,700;  Genesee,  (all  west  of  the  Genesee  River.)  811 ;  Allegany, 
65;  Steuben,  277.  "Ten  Dollare  Reward!  —  Runaway  from  the  subscri- 
ber, a  negro  wench,  named  Dinah,  taking  with  her  a  child  named  Jim." 
Canandaigua,  July  4th,  1807 ;  celebration  4th  of  July ;  a  "  regular"  toast :  — 
«  Greoige  Clinton,  the  inflexible  friend  of  Liberty, 

"  May  he  live, 
Longer  than  we  have  time  to  tell  his  years  1 
Ever  beloved  and  loving  may  his  rule  be  1 
And  when  old  timcshaU  lead  him  to  his  end. 
OoodneBB  andhe,  fill  up  one  monument!'* — [Three  diecnLJ 
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"  Gor.  Tompkins  has  appr;intf^«l  John  C.  Spencer,  hia    prirstr  seTcti^' 

**  RichmoDc],  Va,  —  Bills  have  been  founil  against  Jonathan  Lb;.v  t.  -f  5*f 
Jersev,  John  Smith,    of  Ohi-x  Israel  Smith,   of  Xtw  York,  C>mf-r.  T'« 

Dans  Flovd,  and Ralston,  in  addition  to  thos!#.*  f<>un-i  ajair.<  r.  ;_i;7 

and  BlennerhaM^ett.''  [Ab^mt  tlii>  |>erioil  the  •' affair  of  ihr  C':.-^«iu' 
occurre<i — war  w  ith  En.dani  seem-il  inevitable — the  Pr-r&>I-.-!:!"*  >■  .-•:- 
ttion  for  volunteers  was  promptly  resf»onde«l  to  in  Western  Ne^  Y-  -i  :  — 
801  viJiinteere*J  their  s^rvic-^  fn>m  the  re>f»ecliv.:  cfimmand*  •/  C  .  P-'-* 
B.  Porter,  Philetus  Swifu  Wni.  Burnett,  Parlev  Phillir^  aL  i  M.-:"  r  -'i-: 
French.]  **  Dit?!  in  this  tvwTi,  (<-'aran«laitriia.)  Dea.  En'.-s  Hiwl-j  —  i-- 
on  the  same  dav,  Marv.  his  wit*?/'  Drow-n»*«l.  in  Canan  Jazir^a  Lik-,  it 
Robert  Wil.'V,  of  Middleton "  (Naples.)  "Marrie-l  in  Bki^-nit:-!-!,  E-i:' 
Ewer,  affed  18,  toMLss  Ali«-H?  Mott,  a;;:*-!  3G.''  At  Win«iK•^  C  nc-  H-r^ 
Norton,  of  Bl.>)mfield,  to  Miiss  Julia  Slroni;."  *'  Die»J.  in  this  t-wr.  I'.i:- 
andaiirua,)  Maj.  Wm.  Cbipman.  ag»>i  53."  •*T«:»tal  popaIa£:-.<c  •:•:  ■:.:■  :i. 
county  ij(  New  York,   b2,o3or 

ls08. —  In  this  year,  Jcssyjre  Ilawltjy  was  puMishin^  in  tL-?  Olut/-  il* 
&>nger,  under  the  hignature  of  '•  Hercules,*'  h;»  Lumb^-ns.  pri:;n.M.."  U: 
overland  Eiie  Canal.  "Patent  Shi-arin^  Maehine  ; " — N-.u-.-e  i?  sr^-i 
that,  **ihLi  in<:t:nious  invention  will  be  put  into  oj*nition  a:  T.i;.I  :"-  i:  ■=- 
Canandaiii^ua,"  to  satLify  tli«:  pul.»lic  of  itis  utility.  The  H'jiI  •r  :^  si.T--*  "J 
Elcaz<jr  Hovey,  Jara'js  Hender<«>n ,  Silas  R..-ei,  and  Icliab'--l  A.  l:  ^>: 
dated  at  PitL-tuwn  ;  [Mr.  Hovt.-y  was  the  i!ivt?ntor.]  •"  Die^i.  a:  I--:., 
Capt.  Nathaniel  Richmond,  a^re  1  0&  yeani."  **LittIe  Olive-,  was  zhv  .nrr-:  ■■' 
tlie  R«:|i^>jii*»ry  and  M'>.s*.rj::».r,  thrniirh  all  th«*  settl'^l  n -.::•: n  w-*-:  :  C";;- 
anilai^rua.  II:.s  adU  u^.-n  his  •»!jh'i'Ti:.-.-rs  f«>r  lav  wvre  j  •::•-.-:.*!.■  :i  :  •: 
gp.-l  rhyme;  une  of  thoin  el-:y.-<  atV-r  tiii:»  Lishi  -n  :  — 

"  To  hrir.7  yo*;  ne-xs  r.ext  woek  I'll  call 
Withpli:r.'i.-:re  ljoj^»et«j  s-e  yo-j  all  — 
I'rav  pay  n.o  well  a^J  I*.-*,  l^.»•  jt  — 
Y'V^r  L\.m^j40  iorvar.*,  LlrJie  O.  *' 

'*Die-I,  in  this  to'An,  J./mi  K.  O..;!!.  the  r-i.i.^r  eiit.  T'':'  i:.t  H  ••- "  *" ' 
*'Sta{:re   C'-trvh    to  Nia^rira  ;"    "Will   I-.ave   CariTir.::!:^":!  .:\'r.  Mi..    -' 
*j  oM'.-:k  A.  M,  and    arrivo  a*  Nia^'urru  vix  Bin.i!  s  ♦.v-ry  T:-;--. .  . 
A.  M  ;"  "Fare   Cct>.  j-^rr   iiiil-.-.*'     ••Di'.'l.'^Q   L'-n^:   I>!.*ii  1,  M-.   N-  --i 
.S)-Ti">.-r,    «'f  tiii-)   towu,"    (Can:*!:  i;ii:::i:L)      .Si'.-j-h*.-:!    I?;.:-.^  \^::T.''..  7' 
wii">k».-v    trari-i.f»rtd  fruUi  Can-irriai 'i:a  t«»  Manitu^  ;  «.::Vt..--I  a  li.":  - 
f'ji  t:.-?  tJ.ir>jN^r;a:ivn  «.'f  ••a-.h  barrel  of  v.  iii>kt;y.     ••Fr-.-.-  trt  ;•>  !  —  .^-  -    - 
>  .■  ri L-: r  will  1 .- i u nili ,  in  a  \-: w  . j a_\ >w  a  s*; i . ■■"-»riv r  of  2 o  » ■: n -  L •.; rt  1 . -.■  r*  .■ ::  C :    ^ 
Liiri-,   ir.:.riJ»;  1  a-i  a   r.-i'-.ilar  lrii]--r.  ( lii'.- L-m Wl'o  to  :h-":  C'.'r.:."ary  :   •-      ■ 
st:.ri  i!:i_: . )      <t.  ■:::•:  M*Ci.:r-."     M'"*.n_:-r  p'jbll-L-^  ;il'.::.'-r   ::rr.    7. 
J.  :':'■■  r*  M.  in  i. ■:.!•.  :  -rn-.  .iii;r:i:";!.i:«.irv  a-id.-t.^-s  of  a  "  \l-\  -.:':  I]\.r.  C  t.::.  ■- 
of  Or/.ar:.r  .  -ri-v,  .,f  w};-  ;i  Ju-:-'..-  Lvm:-1  Ciii^man  w;l^  «.l».J-r:i  j.. 

IVjf. —  "ly.-.l  [li  Liiiju  Mr.  Sim-'!!  ll-v.-y.  a^'sl  ^i  y.-j-..-      ••  >r  r- 
at  Av.rj,  M:.  W::;.   >:■  :::.iii  x-j  Mi-- Marv  (.'.y-k  :  Mr.  EiwMrl  V.':  . 
Miv^    Kal*-:!  S;. .-  :   Mr.    irL-arnin    M  .ri.n    t-.  MI^s    P    l',  W.    <  -      ?!• 
Or!  ill  If.  h:  ^^n  t .  Mi-^  ])  t^v   f;.::l  i  ;    Mr.  P.  :•-   S:rir.kl   •  •  >!  ^-  :.     - . 
r'art«ri-hr,  Mr.  If  irr.-:.  II..v.!'.y,  to  Mi>^  Atty  M- rry  :  Mr.  .1.:  r.  P    -  -  ' 
M;-i  I)..!.y   A"  kl-y  ;     In  Sj.arr.i,  Mr.   Thas.   M'»r;r?4n  to  Miss  Jin-  N"!    »■ 
In  Lima,  Mr.  WiJlanJ  Hum]ihrey  to  Miss  Harriet  Tinker."*     "  Die-i,  a:  is 
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resiilenoo  netvr  N.  York,  Mr.  Thomas  Piunc,  author  of  many  valuable  political 
'viorks  ; " —  "  In  Lima,  Mntthow  Peck,  aged  51  yesire  ;" — **  In  Cannndni- 
pux  Capt  JiWi^h  White  a^nl  45  years  ; "  "Mr.  Daniel  Warner, ai'i'd 57 
years.*'  **  Murrii^l,  in  Cnnnndai<^iap  Dr.  Wm.  Williams,  to  Mi^s  Lueimla 
Barlow.**  «»  Ditnl,  in  Farminivton,  Joshua  Staflbrd,  a^jed  61  years."  •*  John 
C.  SiH»noer,  Atty.  at  Ij:iw,  inf(»rmA  the  public  that  he  has  opened  an  offii-e  in 
this  villa;;*',  (Canandniirna,)  at  the  house  oocupietl  by  the  Clork  of  the  county." 
•'  I>i*i|,  at  L'iot'slor,  (i»*n<^se«»  county,  on  his  way  homo,  to  Sheldon,  Roswell 
Turn«T,  aijixl  4. 1  years.**  "News  for  poslinup*  !  —  a  report  is  in  circulation 
that  lJ«maparto  is  rnizy  and  that  his  physicians  have  in  con»e<iuen(»e  onlored 
his  hc:itl  to  l»e  shavtHl.*'  **  MarritHl  in  Canandaigua,  Mr.  Asa  St^mioy,  to 
Miss  Tirzji  Maria  Ilayden  ; "  "In  Oeneseo,  Major  Tom  Lemen  to  Miss 
C.'athaiine  Faulkner  ;**  "  In  Snoil,  (lk*nton,)  Isaac  Lewis,  Eaj.,  of  Lima,  to 
Wiss  Ar^ona  EjnrWlon,  of  Sncll." 

1810.  —  •'  Died,  in  Caiiaudaiirtiai  Nathaniel  J.  Potter,  ageil  34  years  ;  " 
••Near  Phihuk-lphia,  Amuld  Puller,  Esi|,  of  Middlescv."  **New8t4>re! 
Mouth  t)f  Cfencsi-i'  Uivor;"  "  Erastus  S|»aldinj;j.**  "  Marrieil,  in  Canandaigua, 
Mr.  ls;iao  Davis,  ti>  V.iss  Het*i*y  House;"  "  In  Bristol,  Mr.  Peter  Lyon,  to 
Miss  Nancy  Kimball ;**  "In  IKmeoye,  Mr.  Daniel  Short,  to  NiiNS  EIi7.iil>elh 
Phillips;"  "  Dii^l.  in  Cale«lcinia,  Asher  Bates  Sheriff  of  the  county  of 
Oenes*H\"  "Affair  of  the  Vixen:"  ••New  PajK-r  Mill  at  Dansville*;  N. 
11.  .Chester  <k  Suns."  "  Di^nl  in  BKxMnfield,  Mrs.  Hannah  Ganlner,  wife  of 
Por»^grin«.»  (lanhier."  "  Sarah  Skellenger  of  Palmyra,  publicly  n'tmrls  alle- 
gations she  had  maile  aixjiinst  Mar}*  Ann  Parrott,  of  Boyle,  and  "  Kdifves 
li»*r  ti»  Ih»  a  virtutms  and  amiable  young  lady."  •*Marrie*l,  in  Cnnandaigua, 
Mr.  Smith  H.  Sali'^bury  to  Miss  Nancy  Hyde.''  The  last  numlKT  of  the 
Me>s4'iigcr  pulili>lKHl  in  IH 10,  contains  census  sLitistics.  The  entire  i»opula- 
tv  »n  of  V  hat  is  now  Mouro«\  e;L<t  of  the  River,  Wayne,  exivpt  the  cx-item 
t«>\vns,  Ontario,  Yatis.  and  Livinpton,  was:  —  Males  21.835;  Femalt-s  19,- 
fiSl ;  Slavics,  211  ;  Total,  42,020,  The  numl>er  of  yards  of  cloth  manu- 
f:uluRil  in  tlu*  Year  1610,  in  the  wnntv,  was  524,532  ;  or  nearly  13  yards 
to  ovt?ry  si>ul  in  the  county.  At  that  period  nearly  all  the  clothing  worn,  was 
of  houie  manufacture*.] 


FROM  BOOK  OF  MISCELLANEOUS  RECORDS  IN  ONTARIO  CLERKS' 

OFFICE. 


In  Juno  1796,  a  meeting  of  the  •'inhabitnnts  of  the  District  of  Blwmfield" 
\v:ts  o>nvemHl  at  the  house  of  ElLsha  Hopkins,  to  form  a  society  *•  f«»r  the 
iiurixis4»  of  su]»jxminpr  a  pn»ached  gosj>i4."  A  coaMitution  was  a.l«.pte4l, 
.Mu  I   Asher    Saxton,   E.  Hopkins,   and   Xathauiel  Norton,  were  apixnnted 

Trustees.  .     .  .        x» 

In  St^pt  1796,  a  **  Presbyterian  Congrejration  "  was  o^panized  m  "  Ao. 
t?,  4lh  KanJ^^"      Gamaliel' Wilder,  Aaron  Rice,  Theophilus  Allen,  wore 

elecievl  Trustee*.  ^  ,  .  i 

In  1798,  a  public  Libran-  was  instituted  at  Geneva,  by  a  mectmg  convened 
at  Pi.wvrirs  lb .ul.  Trustees :  —  Pollydore B. ^Yizner,  Ezra  PatUTson,  Samuel 
Colt,  David  Cook. 
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" Bloonifirld  Il*r;iiri>u»  S.ci«T,"  organLw*!  1799,  aa  &  laeeiiBr  ^'^■ 
ibiiaiiLs  ••  of  tL»r  w.:f^:._'rly  jiari  of  B]  .-I'lxifi^i-i.*"     E>rn'=a^j  Curu*  ki. 


babiiaiiLs  ••  of  tL»r  w.^si-.tIv  jiart  of  B]  .-I'liifi'tri-i.*"  Eli-rn-sa^j  Curu*  ki.  •'sna!. 
Haniv,  ]r-:a.;:i..-.i.  TnKws:  —  Dan  CanScIl  S&ni!2*=I  H&xiiT.  Azi-^  HiL 
Da\-ii  P..-rv-;.ii^  Clirk  IV.L  Eol^rt  Tafu 


or 
Be 

S  u-T  -L  e  L  W  a:  kins. 

convvEri    "a:  iL-.-  ]*■:■■.;<-?  «:-f  P^t/rr  Circi-lpri::"  Ai'-iaiii-:-'  M-.l».C'Ai:  -i. 
son,  Pr'.vr  CaT.ri:  t-/...  J'.?:r.  CLri^::^*-  Pc^rr  Ar!ir'v..TL 
zs^.  I i r.  J  " :-. :  :::•.•  i .  ■  w?  ■. :"  E  ] :  \*  ''t ;i  -.N-r: ;  Gi-it*>ii  P: iia.  X i-.iiSii.  rrjl  Hirrii  a 
-SitrinA  Pr-^':-Y:vrin  CvniT-.-L'iU.n,"  or:rai.izei  Ifl  5:  inr<  c  v.-*  L''-- 
Wij-i.  P.- ■>.-.»*:  iJ.:mSb  Hr-.-.-r  M.Kav.  J-.Ln  Via.-r. 

• 

Srn::"*  ilrv.  1.1.-. vr-7.;'--r:  P :.•;!;'*  j-rwii^-i.  O.*?:-"-::^  ri-^i-J  : — L-^/.i-  :."- 
m\z.  hZi\  T!j  ::::i*  Wi;^  ::,  «.  i/»r.;l:  W^rieri-:  I»i^-:i  Cri"?rf  •!  3!vi:  Stltl 
D :l^ :  i  .A :  '•:  r '..  I  '• :  •- r  A  !1  •.•  l.   .v.  i  v t<--r  C  - niss.  J  arrrrrj  i i  t ii  I -r-. .  l.   >"  :i1l.:l.-. 

.-•■■     r        '-i         \  .•^"  »■■.••'.  ..• 

•  •1         ..,.,.       ,-  V    ,      ..•-.-         -•       '      ■     t'    — '■*     "  ,:■■-.  •■■--         ..  •  •- 

•      .  k^        .-     J_«.«....  a     _a"     •      ^    .1...  Xi>..         .•        '  .^     m..  .1.         ^      ^    •...    .  ■  .•      .  «,  ,*".  ^^^    ■ 

*  «  « 

Ti  .  ■     \'   .'.  .    :■    .    .  ■  T  ...  •■ 

*•  T '•"■.-•*.._.•,>■   .-.v    •'»•■■■'''*  I : -•*■•■   I     •'•'••''   1  -    -  ■    -  I-'   ^ 
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Cephas  Beach  prauJoJ.    Trnstees: — Jamos  Wadsworth,  Da\id  Knee- 
land,  Simeon  Sage,  Aaron  Skinner,  Timothy  J.  KneehmJ,  Wm.  H.  Spencer. 
•*  Couijivcational  Society,"  Lima;  or^nizeJ  in  1812;  Stephen  Whittaker 
ami  John  Uull  prvsidedL     Tni>tees:  —  Elijah  Kelsey,  W.  Dickinson*  Da\id 
HalL 


The  town  of  Seneca,  which  embraces  the  village  of  Geneva,  has 
been  mingled  with  events  narrated  in  many  of  the  preceding  pages. 
It  only  remains  to  add  (all  the  author's  memorandums  allow  him  to 
add.)  additional  names  of  Pioneers  in  that  locality,  and  a  few  briet 
reminiscences : — 

Augustus  Dickinson,  Thomas  Seirreants,  Joseph  Annin,  Thomas 
Howaixi.  Wm.  Hall,  Jas.  Reed.  Samuel  Rice,  £{)enetus  Hart,  John 
Lewis,  Wm.  Hall,  Immer  Crittenden,  Charles  Jackson,  Phineas 
Stevens.  Isaac  Amsden.  James  Latta,  Abraham  Davis,  Elisha 
Avery.  Seth  Mapes.  Jeptha  Earls,  Samuel  Taylor,  Benjamin  Dick- 
inson, Jonathan  Galloway,  Simeon  Amsden.  Caleb  Culver,  Phineas 
Pierce,  David  Woodhull,  Joseph  Kilbourn,  John  Whitcomb,  Samuel 
Wheedon,  Wm.  Tappan,  Jacob  Hallett,  Jerome  Loomis.  Sanford 
Williams,  Robert  Morris,  John  Plumb,  Jacob  Hall,  Frederick 
Boc^her,  Gideon   Ball,  Gamaliel   Brockway,   Burban   Brockway, 

Jl'Pherson, Armstronir,  Valentine  Brothers,         '  Barnes, 

Nathan  Reed,  Thos.  and  William  I'tlev,  Seth  Stanlev, Mui- 

lender,  ^—  Ringers,  Caleb  Rice,  Edward  Hall, Clark,  ^— 

Haines. 

Township  Xo.  10,  in  range  I.  now  embraced  in  the  towns  of 
Geneva  and  Phelps,  was  purchased  by  an  association,  principally  of 
Conway,  Massachusetts,  similar  to  the  one  organized  for  purchase 
of  other  townships  that  have  l>een  named.  Israel  Chapin.  the  elder, 
Elias  Dickinson.  Jon.ithan  Whitney.  Jonathan  Chiks.  were  among 
the  purchasers,  or  share  holders.  In  the  spring  of  17S9,  David 
Fi^ld  was  employed  to  qo  on  and  survey  the  township.  Israel 
Chapin  and  his  sons,  Dickinson  and  Oaks,  and  Jonathan  Whitney 
and  his  son  Joel,  and  others,  amounting  in  all  to  alK>ut  twenty, 
arrive*!  before  the  survey  was  completed.  In  drawing  for  lots, 
Israel  Chapin  drew  lot  21,  on  which  stood  the  "picket  fort,"  alniut 
two-thirds  of  the  Indian  orchard,  which  Sullivan's  arinv  had  cirdled 
and  cut  down.  The  cleared  field  was  covered  with  white  clover 
and  June  grass ;  a  growth  of  underbrush  had  sprung  up.  and  the 
sprouts  from  the  old  apple  tree  roots  haii  l)egun  to  bear  fruit.  Alto- 
gether, it  was  a  marked  and  desirable  spot  in  the  then  wilderness 
region.  Gen.  Chapin.  determining  to  locate  at  Canandaigua,  sold  it 
to  Messrs.  Oaks  and  Whitney  for  fifty  cents  per  acre.  Mr.  Oaks, 
not  relishing  *'  life  in  the  woods,"  sold  his  share  to  Mr.  Whitney, 
and  returned  home ;  but  alterwards,  as  early  as  1791,  with  renewed 
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courage,  returned  to  the  neighborhood.  Sec  page  224.  Mr.  Vt 
ney.  preparinir  a  small  spot,  sowed  it  to  wheat,  and  rerin^c  r 
Massachusetts.  His  sons  Ami  and  Nathan  WTiilney.  stlJ  re^.i?  z 
Seneca :  another  son,  is  Gen.  Parkhurst  Whitney,  of  Niazan  Fui 
the  founder  and  proprietor  of  the  well  known  "Cataract  U  *».' 
The  old  cenlleman  died  in  earlv  vears.  The  author  cr^rs  Uf 
account  of  the  advent  of  this  early  Pioneer  family,  as  :'Ln>:ji 
him  by  Mr.  Ami  Whilnev : — 

••  In  March,  1790.  my  lather,  (havinsr  the  fall  previ«Mi5  carr*:  if 
heavv  xroods  to  Schenectadv,)  started  lor  his  new  home,  with  i  r,.i 
of  horses  and  sleish.  accompanied  by  my  mother,  his  s*?r^  J  :e.  m 
Jonas.  Wells  Whitmore,  as  a  hired  man ;  leavinn  his  iw«-*  y-i'-z^r? 
sons  in  the  care  of  his  daughters,  Mrs.  Gates  and  Mr?.  C r.r ri^i 
as  they  were  not  capable  of  taking  care  of  themselves  if  the  Ii-iia 
shoulil  drive  them  off.  Leavinsr  most  of  the  loadin::  at  Fc-r.  S'.i> 
wix.  the  party  came  on  to  Col.  Danforih's  at  Onondaja  H  _  ^ 
From  there  to  Cayucra,  there  was  no  white  settler.  The  m-^i  '.^ 
occasionally  to  help  the  horses  draw  the  sleigh :  all.  even  my  t  t^r 
poinir  on  fix>t.  wading  in  the  snow  and  mud.  Before  arrive.:  t 
Cayuga,  they  camped  out  two  nights  in  the  woods.  Bet  wee  r.  L  i*- 
u::a  ar.d  Kanadesaira,  (Geneva.)  they  were  in  the  w-oi>i<  lz'*'^ 
night,  destitute  of  provisions,  except  a  crust  of  hread.  ar.d  w;"iy 
means  of  liizhting  a  fire.  They  arrived  at  the  lb.>t  of  Seneca  Lik* 
at  ciirht  o'clock  the  next  morning,  and  stopwl  at  Col.  Se'h  Re*:? 
The  C«»:»r.i'l  siiid  it  was  pretty  >li«>rt  times  with  lh':-r:-,  t:.-v  ;.::  ;■ 
one  Iv.'if  nf  bread,  aiid  no  tlour  or  meal :  but  he  iriiar.ij-  :  :  .-"f 
iheiM  s 'Me  IrenkrHst.  Bvt<»re  n.v.n.  f.Tlunatelv,  sor::-:-  r^  ■:-•  :Z- 
menl  cain*^  d«»wn  the  Lake,  that  had  been  brought  i::-  t""-*  Su^:--- 
h a r:!:n.  and  my  fa !!i»?r  purchased  an  immediate  sur-piv/  \V  .:  ^ -".r 
and  fi-h  sirv'lieti  a.i  else  **t  iV»o«l.  Early  in  the  sr»r!V:z.  nv  --•--• 
Jot"!  anil  Weli^  Wiiitmore  hired  a  man  to  ijo  with  thr-r.  -^  ::  :.-- 
b'»at.  K>r  our  cr«>»<!s.  In  ^lay  S«ilo:non  Gates  c?me  '"r*  w  :-  ■-\-' 
a:  I  1  one  cow:  the  cow  «i:ed.  a:.d  C"n>eijuent!y  the  larni.v  r. . "  :  ■ : 
w:h  '•:*  inlk.  !•:  Jir..*.  S  .I-imi.^-.  Wari^er  oanv^.  with  l*-  :"  v  ••- 
ver  \Vh:!!nor'\  Tiio:nis  D'-n-!^io7,^.  rtn ]  Wp.i.  Gates.  •">:"  Vv  "  - 
^^!l  »  C':ri;>  'rfeii  mv  father's  liou>eholJ  the  first  seasor.  ei-'ht  :.-:  '.'• 

.^-•!U  :  r.:;rl':i!.k<.  the  >on-i-.]aw  of  Col.  Seth  Rrel  ;o:'r'  -  - 
\\.'\.  i.>  \v;>.  \n  1701.     He  still  survives,  a  re-Men:  o:  Le^  -■  • 
w::-:-"   h:'  \v  ;>  also  a   Pi'-neer  b-t'i-re  ISOO.     He  w,<  ?"-r  :.      ': 
'■•:;■'!  .'ne  ...f  ihe  staire  proj.rie!--r>  on  the  Ri.i:je  Ro.v:.  >  •  •  - 
i  '.■:.•■<*'  r  a:.  ]  L-wiston.     Am  or.Iy  .luii^hter  of  b.is  -ix  as  :r:-  -•  •- 
S.I  Ml  •!  II  .:■!  -v:  :    :h.--  wift^  of  C.-i;.!.'  Vnu  Cleve.  of  L:;k»'  0:r.'^' 
a  jrii.i-.:. :;;_:;. t-T.     Aij^.-n::  iiis  t-nrli- sT  neighbors  a:   Ge'.-v:.  >!" 
r..  ::-.i'A>   :v'^  !  .-.ts   IVtv:*  r..-r::-.-.  A^a  R:.!:<vii.  KVsKa  T..':   :   : 
i:.\-i  P:;::.T^.-..  Tm  .:iv.>  SNs  »r.  Dr.  A-i  ■:■.<.  V.-;  p-:.-.-- .  -  ■    - 
Cuvciitry.  "over  the  Lake."*     Si-Iom-.n  Wamor  v  b  .  ..   ■  .       ■ 
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Old  Castle,  is  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  town  of  Phelps. 
'  Those  whose  names  have  been  given,  were  nearly  all  in  the  coun- 
trj'  before  1795;  all  of  them,  it  may  be  presumed,  before  1800. 
Nathan  and  Taft  Reed  still  survive,  aged  over  eighty  years ;  Seba 
Squires,  over  ninety  years. 

The  father  of  Dr.  Erastus  B.  Woodworth,  emigrated  from  Sara- 
tocra  county,  and  settled  in  Benton,  in  1798  ;  he  died  in  1800.  Dr. 
Woodworth  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  with  his  brother-in- 
law,  Dr.  Fargo,  who  was  an  early  physician  in  Yates,  and  continued 
it  with  Dr.  Goodwin,  in  Geneva.  Admitted  to  practice,  he  settled 
at  Flint  Creek,  in  1807,  where  he  was  an  early  post-master,  land- 
lord and  merchant.  lie  was  a  deputy  sheriff' under  Stephen  Bates ; 
an  acting  magistrate  for  sixteen  years ;  survives,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years.  He  is  now  a  widower,  and  childless  ;  two  sons 
and  a  daughter  having  died,  after  arriving  at  adult  age. 

In  the  village  of  Geneva,  and  town  of  Seneca,  the  earliest  roads 
in  the  Genesee  country  were  surveyed.  Some  of  the  earliest  ones 
were :  —  "  From  Timothy  Allen's  house,  on  bank  of  Seneca  Lake, 
to  west  line  of  town."  "  From  Elisha  Talmadsje's.  to  west  line  of 
James  Latta's  lot."  "  From  Tuttle's,  running  on  old  pre-emption 
line  to  south  bounds  of  town."  "  From  James  Rice's  house,  east- 
ward, to  Seneca  Lake,  five  miles."  "  From  James  Rice's  house,  to 
the  Canandaigua  Indian  road."  "  From  David  Woodhull's,  to  the 
pre-emption  line,  as  the  road  is  marked."  "  From  Capt.  Patterson's 
dwelling  house,  to  James  Latta's  farm."  "  From  Immer  Critten- 
den's, to  Timothy  Kilbourn's  saw-mill,  on  Flint  Creek."  "  From 
Mr.  Barney's  farm,  to  bounds  of  county  and  district."  "  From  the 
Old  Castle,  to  John  Reed's."  "  From  square  in  Geneva,  to  north 
bounds  of  Jerusalem,  via.  a  frame  erected  by  Deodat  Allen." 
**  From  James  Rice's,  to  Canandaigua  road,  before  James  Latta's 
door."  "  From  Cashong  Landing,  to  Dr.  Caleb  Benton's  saw-mill." 
When  these  roads  were  established,  they  prooably  con.slituted  more 
than  one-half  of  the  surveyed  roads  in  all  the  region  west  of  Seneca 
Lake. 

When  Col.  James  Bogart  relinquished  the  editorial  chair  of  the 
Geneva  Gazette,  in  1833,  a  post  he  had  well  filled  since  1806,  he 
gave  some  account  of  Geneva  **as  he  found  it,"  in  1805,  from 
which  the  author  gathers  the  facts,  that  then  the  village  contained 
but  sixty-eight  dwellings,  stores  and  store-houses;  thirty-five  on 
Main  street ;  seven  on  Seneca  street ;  eighteen  on  Water  street ; 
five  on  Castle  street ;  two  on  Genesee  street,  and  one  on  Pultney 
street.  In  1806,  there  w\ns  added  but  five  or  seven  tenements. 
The  north  side  of  Seneca  street  was  used,  for  years  after,  as  a 
mowing  field.  "  Agriculture  then  held  dominion  where  (Commerce 
now  presides  in  the  fulness  of  her  pride  and  prosperity."  The 
population  was  325.  There  was  no  church,  and  scared  v  a  congre- 
gation.    The  retiring  editor  contrasted   the  past,  with  the  then 
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present.  (1833.)  and  the  contrast  was  one  flattering  to  thepriikri 
the  citizens  of  that  beautiful  *'  ji;ate-wav,"  or  entrance,  to  the  Wr 
pire  rejijion  of  the  Empire  State.  The  contrast  of  its  condiliri  i 
1833,  with  its  present  condition,  in  1851,  would  afford  evidenctct 
still  more  rapid  progress. 


Naples,  at  the  head  of  Canandaigua  Lake,  was  originally  Ci>; 
"  Watkinstown  ;*'  taking  its  name  from  Wm.  Watkins,  ox  BerksLrf. 
Mass.,  who  was  one  of  the  orisiinal  purchasers  of  the  township.  rV-c 
Phelps  <fc  Gorham.     He  commenced  a  selllement  there  a>  e;ir!y  v 

1789.  or  '90.  Jabez  Melcalf,  Wm.  Clark,  Benjamin  Clark,  Na:V.r. 
Watkins.  Joel  Watkins,  Stephen  Watkin^,  Simeon  Lyon.  Jr..  J-r^ 
Mower,  were  amon<r  the  earlv  settlers :  and  the  author  wouli  have 
added  more  of  the  earlv  Pioneer  locality,  if  he  had  been  funii.<K 
with  the  means  to  do  so,  as  was  promised.  The  Duke  Lianc-xr. 
visited  the  new  settlement  in  1795,  on  his  way  from  Bath  luCaLirr 
daigua,  at  which  time  it  would  appear,  there  was  a  conskiera:-* 
settlement.  lie  speaks  of  "  Capt.  Metcalf,"  with  whom  he  jtiji 
over  nicrht,  his  "  lands,  inn,  and  saw-mill ;"  and  meniiuns  the  I'x*. 
that  the  new  settlers  had  started  a  school. 

What  has  been  said  of  Victor,  in  preceding  pages,  embraced 
little  more  than  the  advent  of  the  first  Boui^hton  family.  Firhe: 
reminiscences  are  ad«led  :  — 

Asa  Ilecox.  of  Waterburv,  Conn.,  came  to  the  Geno>oe  *^  .~"^ 
soon  after  the  advent  of  Oliver  Pheli>s :  engairing  in  iho  I.  iir. 
trade,  he  wintered  in  17SS,  0,  on  the  Genesee  River.      A>  •' .r';  .? 

1790.  he  had  broutiht  on  hi.<  family,  and  was  livinir  in  a  <:y. ;  '•  -Z 
shantee,  half  a  mile  from  Fort  Hill,  in  Victor.  He  was  ii:  '.^i: ' 
mnixistrate.  and  one  of  the  Judires  t»f  Ontario;  an  earlv  P.  M.  j:i 
tavern  keeper:  —  possessed  of  fine  talents,  without  Ivin-j  a  '..-.'•vvt: 
bv  profession,  he  was  a  useful  counsellor,  often,  in  earlv  veir?.  ^-> 
plieil  the  place  of  a  lawyer,  in  drafliniz  deeds,  and  other  ':  >: ^•.■' 
papers.  He  died  in  Kichni«»nd.  in  1S*29.  His  son.  Vi:ie  W.  lU  :  \. 
was  kiileil  at  the  battle  of  Queenston.  Mrs.  Osw;iid  W.  ..^?*. 
ibrmerly  of  liatavia.  the  mother  of  Mrs.  A.  K.  Amsden.  ••:"  li-.-.-'r?- 
ter.  is  a  dauirhter  of  the  early  Pioneer,  and  well  renie::':-. >  '■' 
occurrences  of  early  vt^ars  :  the  Indian  camps  u|<»n  Aio!'-:  :' ■*> 
Fort  Hill:  the  nunierou'^  relies  of  ancient,  and  Indian  •x'ov.:.:: 
and  the  French  relics  o{  De  Xonville's  invasion,  and  battle  w^h  :> 
Seuecas. 

In  1790.  Ezekiel  Scudder.  who  had  been  residingr  at  the  s^:» 
ment  commenced  by  the  Bouirhtons,  pushed  a  little  farriier  or.  y< 
made  an  0|>eninir  uj»on  a  small  plat  of  intervale,  on  tiie  t'ami  :  .^w 
owned  by  Charles  Fisher.  Es(j..  in  Mendon.  He  lulled  h> '^rt 
and  let  them  run  in  the  woods  at  night,  securing  himself  Jr.-iii  'j:e 
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attAck  of  wolves,  by  deoping  in  a  tree  top.  He  was  living  a  short 
timt"*  since,  in  Catxaraupi?  or  Chautauque.  He  was  the  bri>iher  of 
Joei  Scudi^er.  who  was  the  earliest  to  break  into  the  woods,  south 
of  Mount  Hope,  in  wh.it  is  now  Henrietta. 

J  >«r:u.:,  JixM.  Klisha.  Xonnan.  Rou!x»n.  and  John  Brace,  were  of 
th:"*  e..r;  o<T  Ci.iss  of  setiler?  of  Victor.  Joel,  the  tir?i  practicing 
physic.;  I  v..  d:j>.l  ir.  eariy  years. 

A":  T.^iLini  Bivj^hton.  a  cousin  of  Enos  nnd  Jareni  came  in  171HI. 
He  was  the  father  of  De  Forrest  an*!  Henrj*  Bi^uchton.  and  Mrs. 
As.i  n^v"*:,  of  Victor.  Nich.»las  Smi;h,  a  brotiicr- in-law  of  Er;Os 
ar.i  J;:red.  dicii  in  earlv  ve.irs. 

Tni"  r^mes  ih.1t  follow,  are  of  thi>se  ^^ho  were  in  Victor  in  e.irly 
rears  — Joseph  Rowlev,  the  earlv  lavern  keetx^r,  die^i  m  Viciiv 
iBi^  ne  nfv.vn  years  since  :  wn<  the  lather  of  Jirah  Rowley,  an  early 
Cir.r.i  con!mc:or:  d.^Uirhters.  -Mrs.  A bner  .\ dams,  of  Ad. in;s*  Bnsin. 
Mrs  Bu>:"::":o"il.  of  Victor.  Mis.  Frederick  A.  arjd  Mrs.  Ira  H.m.  of 
Vict.v.  an,i  Mr?.  PuUen.  of  Bivvmiioid.  Hlsra  Wjimnrth  yet  sur- 
rires.  s:  'he  advanceil  age  of  ei^rhty-one  years :  is  the  father  of 
Oi's  W  i!'".ir;rih.  of  Victor,  and  Lymnn  Wilmarih.  a  proniiner.t  aiid 
<»n:erpr:<.rj  c;:"."'?n  of  Pinsburi::  daughters,  Mrs.  Bali,  of  Victor. 
M -s  B.i r: hv\o:T>c w,  of  W isconsin.  and  M r?.  S;imuel  G i  ■  1  is :  an o:  lu^r 
.i.iu^r.::.r  ^\.ls  the  first  wife  of  John  M.  Huirhes.  of  Cleveland. 
Peter  Turner,  d  ed  in  1S17  or  *1S :  had  a  family  of  sixteen  children. 
m^>>:  of  ^xho:n  Kvanie  adults.  Alvin  Turner,  of  Milan.  Ohio,  .'ind 
L\::*:.r.  T;:n^er.  of  Iowa,  are  his  sovi? :  Mrs.  IVlano.  of  Mace  J  on 
L'vks.  i>  a  d,ii:^iter.  The  three  brother?,  Enos,  Samuel,  and 
J.am-^s  Gil. is,  wen?  scillers  in  Victor  s*>jn  after  ISOO.  They  est;il^ 
lis  hod  an  ear'v  lar.nerv,  James  was  an  officer  in  the  w.ir  of 
ISli  taken  prisoner  ar.d  carried  to  Quelxs?.  He  m.irrieii  a 
daui: liter  of  John  Ridirew.iy.  of  PniL^delj^hia,  and  now  resitles  at 
Rid ^^ way.  in  that  Stale,  of  which  vi'.laire  he  is  a  princiivil  founder, 
En<.>s  n*>i.ie<  in  Calhoun  cour.ty.  Mii.  hiir^n,  and  Sar.)uel  in  Lucas 
<N^ai;!v.  Ohio.  Eix^neyer  Stone.  m;is  the  o.arlv  wlkvhvrijh!.  f.ir- 
tiishir:;  a  wide  recion  with  "be"  and  ••little"*  whtH^ls.  esseiM'al 
articles  in  every  household,  in  thi>se  primitive  dnvs  of  out  and  in- 
doi-^r  industry  :  the  piani>s,  upon  ^hich  tl»  early  I'ioneer  mothers, 
and  thvir  daujrliters.  used  to  t\av. 

*•  Fr;ia  iriorr.  •  ;.l*.  Tiici: ; 

EJearer  Boughton.  an  early  tavern  keeper ;  the  predecessor  of  tlie 
e'idcr  Mr.  Dyer,  died  in  ISIt^:  Asahei.  Caleb.  EJearer  and  ^fyron 
H.  B.^ujl.t^o..  of  Vjctor.  .are  hi>  sons:  Mrs.  J*\hn  Powell,  of  Victor, 
a  daughter.  Thomas  and  Abner  Hawlev.  Aaron  Insersoll.  i  iied 
in  Briiihton  many  years  since.)  his  sons.  l*hom;\5  and  Erastus.  built 
the  ln>ndequoit  embanknwnt :  now  reside  in  Michigan.  Isaac 
Marsh,  stiii  survives,  at  an  advanced  aoe :  his  eUesl  son.  Dr.  Eras- 
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tus  Marsh,  formerlv  of  Rochester,  was  killed  bv  the  exr-?rJX7i 
steam  boiler,  at  Xew-Orleans,  just  as  he  was  stepping  ash'T?  :c  a 
return  fnjrn  California :   other  son?,  Daniel   Mar>h.  a  li^-^  i 

Michigan,  and  hj.'jLC  Mar>h.  of  Lockport.     Ketch::i.  :V'^ 

of  \Vm  Ketchuin.  of  ButTnlo.  Solomon  Gri«wo!d.  eirW  c?^^j-*< 
liiA  collector,  emigrated  to  Ohio.  Abijah  \V;ii;an*«.  'i'-r:  i  ■** 
Years  ?:iice.  a:  an  a-ivp.r.ced  a^re  :  father  of  Mrs.  A^she!  M.«:^.  t' 
Victor.  J«»>:ah  an-i  Ja!»ez  Morehouse.  Asaiiel  Mi>?re.  r!.  n—  ■«. 
has  mir.y  descenriarits :  is  the  father  nf  Robert  B..  of  V:.:—  ix 
Wm.  MvK>re.  of  Dans vi lie.  Simeon  Parks,  is  stili  I'.Tirr.  V.  l"  r- 
varced  acr».* :  i?  the  father  of  Hiram.  Alvin  H..  and  Pri!>  Pi-L- 
Victor.  Josej'h  Perk  in  >.  one  of  the  earliest,  died  in  l>j»y  :.>: 
eighty-six  years :  was  the  first  in  Victor  to  gel  niililnj  •:  it  i"  'J 
A!! in  mill,  at  *•  Genesee  Falls:*'  started  with  two  yoke  of  ci::.  :r 
his  o'.vn  road  a  j-art  of  the  way  :  was  five  days  troing  ^r.-i  re:v:_:: 
Joseph  ami  Ansel  Perkins,  of  Victor,  are  his  ?i:»n5. 

Isaac  Rr»<'»?.  Israel  M.  Bl«x)d,  and  James  Upton,  were  sr.'-r^  _« 
earliest :  came  in  haiteaux.  navicratinu  the  Gar.  a  re:  w  a  as  t.  z'-  -'  '= 
their  loca-.iiin  in  Victor.  Surviving:  sons:  —  Stephe.a  H.  of  V  ;-  r 
Xathaiti^l  H.  of  Perrinton.  and  R«>sweil  M.  Bic*>d.  of  Hei'T"! 
Lorin  and  Xoah  Root,  of  Victor:  Jos:  ah.  James,  and  E'i-.^ir;r> 
ton,  of  Victor.  Wm.  \V.  Upton,  of  Lansin;:.  Michi^'in. 

-At  a  pretty  early  period,  Bamhart.  Sales,  Connover.  K!!'*  L*-5» 
Germans,  from  ihe  ilohawk.  settled  on  Victor  Flats.  The  :rs?r'-j:- 
ar:!-.  in  Victor,  are  quite  nuiner'-us.  Jaines  Barr.hir:  ir.i  F-.".-: 
Soi--s.  stili  survive. 

Xjtiiar.ie!  O.  Dickinson,  was  an  early  tfiverri  keer-er.  'T.  B:  -j  '  "- 
Hi!l :  an  arn.y  cor.tr::c:.»r  in  th-:'  w:ir-'f  lSlt2:  a  ^rvn.ir.r'."  t  ':"• 
prisinj  ci'izcn :  r'^iiioved   to   Perrinton.  wiirre   he   li.ei    :'.    I'*4> 
Charies   H.  and   Tii^mas  Dickins'-»n.  of   Perr::.*."'n.    rire    '■'  ?   «■  '- 
[lion.  Danie!  S.  Di'.kii.S'-n  was  a  schL**.'!  teacher,  or*  B-.  uj'r::  i  li . 
in  early  years.] 

D.-.  TriOfjiVis  E:'afh  was  nn  e'lrlv  rljvri'-ian;  'iiei  :".  1>1'*:  :: 
f<>r  iii;iny  y.-ars  an  e\te:.>:ve  :  rac!i':e  :  w..:>  in  s^tt:-:*.-  .:.  :;.r  "- 
of  l<\'2'.  'Dr.  Ball,  "f  Vic'-T.  was  a  -ti:  lent  of  D.-.  Brir*  -.  i:- 
rit'd  i.'s  ':..':j|j:r-r.  and  succeedfil  him  in  y-ractice  :  a:.- .'.i'.-.r  :i-j  :=* 
bec'i?;.'-  :]:'.'  w'.i'-  'if  Ail-n  Hutchins.  ol  Lenawe.  M:c:^::-ir:. 

W:;i:^:ii  I5u-:.n  ■"!  w;.s  :r:e  lirst  ferma^ent  inerchi:.*.  zi^i-ii 
'■»n!y  r receded  ly  Eno-  B"'j::h!*»n.  He  was  a  lr::r:er  c-f  ::  •:  i:- 
Fre:-r!ck  Eu-ijr.t.-il.  of  R«:K?l:t-s:er.  He  died  i:i  1*^'27.  iriLT-j  •_■ 
only  daughter,  who  l»ecame  the  wife  of  David  II.  Oslorrse  of  V.  •;• 
Xathan  J-nk-,  his  early  clerk  and  partner,  is  a  reside:.:  cf  Li 
Grange.  Indiana. 

David  Stout,  wis  an  early  hatter  in  Victor,  and  suVse-que:.'"'  - 
Perrinti.n:  the  father  of  Z. 'Barton  Stout,  of  Alien's  Hill'.  3^7=  A 
crrand-daucrhter  of  hi<  —  ihe  dau^rhter  of  Z.  Barton  StouL  E>:  — 
is  connected  in  marria^re  with  the  earlv  Pioneer  lamiir,  li-;*  GiZ- 
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linghouses  of  Richmond.    This  is  intended  as  the  correction  of  an 
error  on  pairo  '205, 

A  Conjzroixational  st^ciety  was  onranizod  at  an  early  day.  Their 
first  cleriryiiiaii  was  the  Rev.  Abiel  Pannalee.  who  was  succeecled 
in  1812.  by  the  Rev.  Reul^en  Parmalee,  who  was  the  settled  minis- 
ter for  twenty- five  vears.  A  church  was  built  in  an  earlv  dav, 
called  *'  the  Subseril>er's  Church."  Their  present  church  was  built 
in  1S30.  A  Methoiiist  society  was  onranized  in  early  years:  they 
built  a  church  in  IS'20.  A  society  of  Universalists  now  occupy  the 
primitive  church  bu  Idiri:. 

Jirah  Rowley  built  a  mill,  in  an  early  day.  on  a  small  sj  rinsj 
bronk.  on  t!ie  farm  of  Peter  S.  iJonesieel.  The  first  }x*rn.;inont 
mill  was  built  by  E/okiel  Scudder,  on  the  Ganargwa  Creek,  in  what 
i?  r.«^w  called  East  Victor.  Another  early  mill  was  built  by  AiiilM-^se 
Ford,  on  the  Iroi.dequoil.  on  the  site  now  occupied  bv  his  son,  I'ze- 
kiel  Fonl.  As  early  as  ISl'J.  Rufus  Drver,  Nathaniel  O.  Dickinson, 
and  James  Pamvilee,  built  a  mill  on  "6ic  15n>ik.'' 

As  early  as  1S04.  or  '  o.  Victor,  and  its  neiizhborhood.  was  infe<!ed 
with  a  cauii  of  horse  thieves.  It  was  a  formidable  combination: 
the  rinit-leader  a  Canadian,  by  the  name  of  M'Bane.  They  w^uld 
steal  horses  and  secrete  them  in  the  dense  swamps,  removiri:  ;liem 
when  excitement  and  pursuit  had  subsiiled.  A  meetinc  was  c:iiled, 
an  armed  force  orsranized.  to  break  them  up.  Some  of  the  irang 
were  discovered  endeavoring  to  catch  a  fine  mare,  beloncin:z  to 
Peter  Turner;  the  alarm  went  ihrouirh  the  neiirhborhtXHl ;  the  citi- 
zens assembled,  and  stationed  guards  at  all  the  pinnts  where  the 
thieves  would  be  likely  to  jniss.  While  his  confederates  were 
skulkii'.cr.  and  endeavoring  to  catch  the  mare.  ^I'Bane,  the  leader, 
reconnoitered.  to  see  if  the  citizens  were  all  quiet.  In  passing 
Si>lomon  Turner,  a  sentinel,  he  was  hailed.  a<ked  for  the  watch- 
word, and  turning  to  run.  Turner  fired,  the  ball  passing;  throu*.:h  his 
hip.  He  walked  forty  rods  and  fell.  He  was  carried  to  the  coal 
at  Canandaigua,  and  placed  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Dungan.  but 
lived  hut  a  few  da  vs.  He  was  a  regular  brigand,  of  uncommon 
size,  and  well  armetl  with  pistols  and  Knives.  It  efiectiially  broke 
up  a  cang  of  horse  thieves,  that  had  been  a  great  annoyance. 

The  anecdote  of  a  primitive  blacksmith  shop,  whicli  was  either 
in  what  is  now  Victor,  or  East  Bloomfield.  (and  it  makes  no  ditfer- 
ence.  so  tar  as  a  capital  joke  is  concerned.)  should  not  be  omitted. 
The  inveterate  joker,  Asa  Hecox,  going  on  an  old  Indian  trail,  to 
mill,  met  a  man  on  foot.  carr}*ing  a  plough-share,  who  inquired  I'.ow 
far  it  was  to  a  blacksmith  shop?  "  Vou  are  in  the  shop  now,'*  said 
Hecox.  "  but  it  is  about  four  miles  to  the  anvil.''  The  blacksmith 
had  built  up  a  forge,  erected  a  bellows,  and  was  blowing  and  striking, 
with  all  out-of-dot-trs  lor  his  shop. 

The  town  of  Victor  was  first  organized  in  1813 ;  the  first  tonn 
officers,  Jacob  Lobdell,  Supervisor;   Nathaniel   Boughton,  Ezra 


nniu^  AND  gokuamV  purcillse.  525 

Frv*nch  Governor.  I\*  Norivillo,  \v;\5  upoa  iis  water*  —  hi<  ■*  car.oo<  " 
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•  a  a.a.l  ^'-       .4»k.«       aa*.        >1aa.>a*         kalkV.*        aa.>4i       a.*         14a?«a4a4a        l«..>.        a-aa  ■»..4a       akaXa 

•  -  .'a  T''.'>       <^  .'■'•c     .\'        1     •  ^r  i-   • V  '   '»»^       •■■•»     IV  jr    \\    't*   ^•■.       W    ■  ••.' 

«.av.a  Xa'^  ?ak.     %4a^  1.4  ak         a^a*^aa«a*  t«.l«a  .aV    aa  aaaw  llaki         11,   i*.  t.  l*«a« 

a  •  •  •  »••*  ••  ft  •» 

I       .a^.     i*        I.     W      -a     ■    ^     ^*        *...V.        .    I     -t    L     a.,VV»        4.4       kil-^Bai.       ^\.aL..4«         •ak.'         .4^       ■        •la'        >t        a     .4    »      a-    ■'.     > 

Ya                                   •                                                  a.»                                            a«  a.  '.*•! 

^J.;Va  ,    .    .*      »      C  .O..iV,  l.^ .lO  ..ak>        \%aV,-U^all  .a>  %\     ..^aa.4a.     a     .U4  La..l.a^^a^. 


I  .         a  a  .■«jj       i'*^  __,^^        J%1       '^ '»>*.,      a     a     a         all.'  4       ^     ..a      I.  "  .      .       «l'1    t    i        "    .h.  C        Ut    X.    a    .>a       a... I 

*aaaaa**aa*^  f. 

'  vV.        »,k»aaV»-a        a-.  aaaV        ?.a.aV?Va  aaa^         &»4^..4^ 

■  a  .  a^  .aa.a         a»  "■ 


L-a  :  b-'^  >*:>.:■.*-     ^i^*.  *Xrtk"  c-a  b*.-T>fJw  .vvk^  pi-xVi  ».f  b^fien  rwci%iA.  Freocii 
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daj'-. :::?  r.e:ghr*:'r  of  Messr?.  Dar.forth  and  Tvler.  as  '.^rW  z£  ;::^ 
in  17y5  :.-rca::ie  the  pariner  of  Gen.  Waller  Woxi.  is  -aLi:  i? :  y 
Aurora.  Civuja  cc'ur/.v :  in  ISIO.  removed  lo  Ea?:  £.>:•:::"-:: 
where  he  d!e.3,  in  1S26.  His  widow  survives,  a  reslfei:  7./^  >: 
s.?r.-ir:-!iw.  Na:har.:ei  Cirit,  Esg  .  of  Rochester.  Hez^rj  B  MiTii. 
of  Detr-.'it.  ar.d  Oliver  Marsh,  o:  UlUsdale,  are  his  soi^.'l 


CXrXTIXCATIOX    OF    PIT-XZLi    EVEXT3    IS    WH.\T    15    XOW   TiTIi. 


Little  has  been  said  in  the  boiy  of  the  work  of  that  *irlr«: 
Pioneer  !«:»cal!iy  —  thi!  yoril-T.  of  the  --id  county  of  Or.:ir.:  •an:: 
is  now  Yates  —  other  thin  what  related  to  *■  The  F.-ieLi."  l:-:  :-* 
follower.  la  fact.  :hey  c .csiituted  ::s  prominent  fcji-ir-r  rivj 
all  the  period  thai  is  cer.erally  inteiiied  to  be  err^ rracei  .•.  Vi^. 
annals.  In  this  cor.r.ec::on.  5on?.e  farther  re  mini  seen  ces  >f  v*z 
wiil  be  aided,  and  less  oi  the  early  setLements  of  iha:  rez-  •'-  •->: 
than  what  related  to  them,  than  the  author  had  i;o;.>es  >f  \:  iz^.iz 

The  law  fjr  the  erection  of  Ontario  county,  was  pissei  Jlizl"* 
27th.  17S9.     It  Wis  declared  t?  be  exr-?i:ent.    as   :^r   cu:" 
Montz'.rr.ery  "is  s?  extei-slve.  as  :•  l-e  ir.ci-nveni-nt  :  ■  *•  i-sr  -s" 
now  are.  or  n.Ciy  hereafter  >->ttle  ::.  thit  c';un;n"."'     Bv  :re  :  "-  .:- 
•Justices  of  the  C>u.-;  :-:  .S--*si:':.s     were  autv?rlzea  t?  i  7   -e  .  ? 

Cou'' tv  ii*  ■' li  *•"""'■' ^   a<  t*"--v*'"'^  i  d^^'^'  »='T"'rf*"i'— "■•        T-^* —  ■-- 
division  cor.stitutrd  the  nve  restricts :  —  ••  iKstrict  •  -:  CiLi-r  ::,:-- 
"District  of  Toilani."  ■  L»is:r;ct  o:  S-ius.'  ~D.sT.::  :f  .S-t^ 
"District  of  Jer-s.ilrr::";. '  ani  other  tilstr.cis  were    >>:n    i:*-::  _• 
set'Jernent  pro.resse  i.     For  one  or  :w  •  :/ears.  thi-;  i  r.s::-:.  -xis  ::: 
little  more  thsn  roriiinal.  no  actu.-.l  'i-.-jai-ization   hivir.j   :eri    ii 
but  in  the  District  o:  C^naniaijua.  which  included  the  er.tir-:  c  ■_    " 
In  1792.  the  Distr.Co  0:  Srneca  arid  Jerjsaiern  ha^d  s--;arj.te  :-v-  - 
rations.'     In  that  ye^r.  i.he  f.:st  tax  ro.ls  in  the  Genes^e-r  :   -:.r 
were  maie  out.  and  t.he  f.rsl  taxcxlected.     The  ^:•::  f.-r  :n*  1 '>".:: 
of  Jer.isaleni  has  been  preserved.    The  nan.es  upc-n  ::  art  inscr.- :  — 

•Til'^  r>r^^  •CirJi  IXan  •W-cl  B  .IK  ri- 

•P-.lv^  r-rijr.-?  Jr  A=is  GiTL^r  Bcca  ii.  Mi_  't 


•  O3  pari-  -iM.  ::  >  x^n-'-i  -.^li:  :•.•  fr^:  :-r»-ii-i::  -  >f  -i-?  I>.*^  r-    f  Ji--^^ 
m  ir.  IT:0 ;  ani  '.Im:  Kr-i  ri::tr%.r;.  was  £•«  V:*rT3:r.     Fp  =  fvrl^r  11'— .j--- 
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Wn.  Kobinaon 
*Mh'auLh  Brown 
•Eli-ah  Brv»wnt 
•Beloved  I.athtT 
Th%*iuas  ^hernian 
Janu's  Uatliavar 
Li'wis  Hir ^ItqII 
•p.niol  Brv»wu  Jr 
•John  Lawr\'ncvt 
*  Abraham  Davtout 
*I\:v-har\l  Smiiht 
*AvUm  H::iitT 
•S:la«  H^:!ilt 
•Si*..i4  Sptnk 
Thoii:a«  Prentice 
•JaTHo*  Tarkort 
•David  Wa^'nert 
Jcftio  Dtfau 


•SheffieU  Lntlm 
*1-Izrkicl  Sherman 

Noah  Richards 

Hezekiah  Townnnd 

Ji.>!wph  Sanden 
'Enoch  and  Elijah  Malin 

St«ph«n  Caidt 

Benedict  KobiusLiot 

Sarah  Nichols 
*EInathan  Botalitrd 
•Marr  Aldrioh 
*Suafai2uahaDd 

TeoDerancv  Brovnt 

Jontouui  I>ean 
*A«ihel  S9tone* 
•Jonathan  Ikitaford 

Jacob  Wajrnier 

JtxUsIiah  HolniMt 
•Thomaa  Hatha vart 


•Elijah  BoU&^» 
Baraabus  Brovn 
Levi  Benton 
Samuel  Tarlor 
Daniel  Brx^Wn 
Janie*  Spcncvrt 
Martin  SK>ncer 
Richard  Hathavav 
Philemon  Baldviii 
Janie»  Scotield 
Ge^^rpp  Whe^lert 
John  Poud 
Pearler  IX*an 
Robert  ChijMonnt 
Truman  Spencer 
Abraham  Voke 
Edvaid  Walworth 


The  roll  is  siirned  by  Israel  Chapin,  James  Spencer,  Thomas  Lee, 
"Supervisors  of  Ontario  county/*  The  warrant  is  directed  to 
•*  Th«>mas  Hathaway.  Jr..  Collector  of  the  District  of  Jerusalem." 
>rr.  Hathaway  still  survives.  He  remarks  that  "  it  was  w  ith  much 
ditficulty  he  found  all  the  tax  pavers,  as  thev  were  scattered  in  the 
wooils.  and  most  of  them  away  iVom  roads/^  The  total  amount  of 
lax  was  £44,  ISs.  6d..  New-England  currency.  The  collector  was 
onleretl  lo  pay  £'^0  "  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  District 
of  Jerusalem."  and  £*24.  18s.  6d.,  to  James  D.  Fish,  the  county 
Treasurer.  The  five  largest  holders  of  real  estate,  were :  —  David 
Wacrener.  Richanl  Smith.  Levi  Benton.  Samuel  Taylor,  and  Bene- 
dict Robinson.  The  five  lanrest  holders  of  personal  pro[>erty. 
were: — Abraham  Dayton, Sarah  Richards, (who represented  "The 
Friend.")  Samuel  Taylor,  Benjamin  Brown,  Beneilict  Robinson. 

The  Pioneer  mills  of  all  the  Genesee  country,  to  which,  as  tiie 
reiuler  has  observeil.  the  new  settlers  [Nodded  tbeiV  way  through  lone 
wooil's  roads,  built  by  Abraham  Dayton,  was  sold  l»y  him  to  David 
Wagener,  on  the  •*  27th  day  of  *ve  l'2lh  mo.  179L*' '  The  consider- 
ation (or  grist  mill  and  saw  mill,  was  £l50:  for  "improved  lands 
ailj'^ining."  £50.  The  deed  is  witnesses!  by  Daniel  Gamsey.  (who 
would  seem  to  have  been  a  sur\'eyor.)  and  Barnabas  Brown. 

In  a  memorandum,  made  bv  the  wife  of  Abraham  Davton.  tbrtv- 
five  years  a$;o,  the  author  finds  an  allusion  to  an  encounter  she  had 
with  a  snake,  soon  after  her  husband  erected  his  miUs»  the  particu- 
lars of  which,  he  has  learned  from  a  daughter  of  hers,  who  has  often 
heard  her  mother  relate  the  story :  —  Passing  along  the  bank  of  a 
stream,  (the  outlet  of  the  Crooke<l  Lake,  it  is  presumed,)  she  saw  a 
black  snake,  of  large  size,  entwined  around  the  limbs  of  a  tree. 


*  FoUoven.  or  di«rii«l«ii  of  the  "  Vnimml  Friend."    t  Hare  dflvrmdanss  living  in 
TafeM  countT.    t  The  l^neer  upon  the  Lake  riiore,  near  Sodoa.    fy  See  pagv  391 
t  Grand^her of  Wdl  XaUorr^and  Xra  Wm.  H.  BoaK  of  Bataria. 
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hanging  over  tfie  stream.  Arming  herself  with  a  stick,  she  r??:^: 
upon  a  pile  of  boards,  struck  the  snake ;  it  loosened  its  h'-/d  ^z: 
fell ;  the  boards  upon  which  she  stood  giving  away  at  tS*  5i=i» 
lime,  she  was  precipitated  down  the  bank  a  dfstance  of  lor'.y  :rr- 
accompanied  in  her  fall  by  the  snake  and  the  pile  of  bo^iri*.  K-- 
husband,  coming  to  her  aid,  found  her  stantling  in  the  witt-  *- 
bones  from  a  broken  leg  protruding  through  the  skin  and  =:<**: 
while  with  a  stick  in  her  hand,  she  was  beating  otT  the  st.-A*:-  '.'  ' 
in  il3  turn,  had  become  the  assailant.  The  broken  leg  hii  '  > 
set  and  dressed,  in  the  absence  of  a  surgeon. 

It  is  said,  on  page  225.  that  Mrs.  Dean  made  the  f*rst  crrrJT 
the  Genesee  country.     Mrs.  Dayton,  probably,  preceded  hrz  - . : 
line.     Her  curd  was  laid  in  a  hoop,  on  a  stuuip.  and  s***:.r^ '•^*-'- 
put  on,  to  press  it.     In  her  life-time,  the  old  lady  wou'-i  reli:-?  i:  i"" 
iiiterestii.LT  rerniniscences  of  tlK»se  early  years,  in  Jtru?al'.-::: .  j^/- 
of  disease,  and  privations.     In  the  season  of  extreme  5Cj:c.":; 
{(jod —  17b9,  —  it  was  ol'ien  her  province  to  relieve  ilie  de?:  '.■i'e  .  • 
sharing  with  them  the  slock  of  provisions  her  husband  h:i.i  ir-  -j" 
into  the  counlry.     In  that  season,  she  used  to  say,  mar.y  i^:  ..  •=- 
subsisted  for  days  and  weeks  ujx)n  milk  and  boiled  nettle*.     Er^- 
gralinir  to  Burford,  Canada  West,  in  the  early  year.  1791.  >:.'.-  :;.rrr 
had  a  renewal  of  the  scenes  of  Pioneer  life.     Col.  Dayton,  dytiz  .-. 
1797,  the  boards  for  his  coffin  were  carried  twenty- five  iiiiltrs.  'hr-ur 
the  woods,  on  horseback.     In  1799,  haviriu  become  the  wife  «'.:*• 
Stone,  siie  removed  to  Gananorjue,  of  which  he  wa?  :he  :■  -:..:  • 
Her  trials  were  not  ended.     In  tin;  war  of  IS  12.  ?he  w;i5  =!..  :  •  .:    ._- 
the  hip.  by  a  maraudifj::  party  of  soliiiers.  wh'»  W'.-i.t  ovt-r  f:- 
Anierican  sid*:',  and  alt:icked  her  <lwf'.i;ng.  fur  the  purj  vfe  •. :'  \  ..  .-•. : 
She  died  in  IS  13.  aged  ninety-tluve  years. 

Early  settlers,  nuT  named  in  otiier  coiineclioris.  \\\  \\\.:.'.    -  : 

Milo,  Beiil^»n.  and  Tnrrey :  —  M.  W  Shepljerd, X-rr.-  '  .' 

Piyniplnn.  ll'^bevt  Buckley,  SumjucI  Ilartwe'.!.  G-jori^e  2S\::.-  -  \  -. '. 
andcr  Nichij!?,  Jes?ee  Bruwn.  Truin;iii  Sj-eiiCer.  Ah:.vr  i-.:.:  L  - 
W'hyJsvt^nii,  S'juire  Kels-y,  David  Fifk.  C/ra  C"'Ie.     M.*-.  T-   v.>- 
wli'»>enanie  wiil  be  fjun*!  on  the  tax  n.iil,  kej't  a  jul-iio  i.'»u--.'  -  • 
a  riiiie  eri.-l  of  Penn  Yan,  «iii  tlie  Dresden  r'»'id.      K«jb'.-r:  1.     ">• 
Lull  I  tlie  fir<t  framed  house  in  Penn  Yan.     \Vm.  Cole  \v:i#  a  M-. :    - 


wi.".-  '.I  '»-..:._•  -,-.ii  i:.  :.'.:-  rv^'i-n  .'if.*-:  >?.•.;'.<.  riri.:  i  ■::.:..■  i..  ■-.  1.     T:.-  ~  t.-.  :t  ■_•    ....  ;    :. 

•  ■-  z       • 

l..ii»  y  toii  ij.'  i.T:o:.'  :.  :i.;iy  LaVt-  ln-r.  a  In.'i-.-r  i:.  'c  rr..i!l  viv.  'IL-  D/.^.  L  -'■ :  -* 
•.-|-."l:.j  'X:'  :■-  »'.■  L  i-.  ITj.'i  -i;.  •.  *•  Ti.-:  y  a*',  w}.-  :..  ^^  LJT.-.'..-i  w.  \L-  '  j^."-  -  ;'  '^- :  -. 
1,  :<■.'.:.{  ^'.T-iu.  s.-:.::.  :.:  ■  V  ..^^..-.t  i;.:- ■•  ■:  f  ::  1.-. -ir-i-.  &■  .  :.: -&;.:;:..  :1^;  ;  j.- 
N'r>.  L>  rii"*t  i-'Lsj.j^  :'!.«  :  i:  i-  ^  «T::ril!.  Ltut  1- ■_'  Ljj-e.  ].i:.  :>.■:.. e  i:.  :u  =:  j^-i:  ■' 

■     *■•••■        •      ■  ■P.i'il.-'Ti' <.»-   T.ii"'lii»ii'»'     ».i  •»■•":    '«.."•.•    ■»■•*• 
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dist  preacher,  and  opened  a  public  house  at  Benton  Centre.  John 
Plant,  and  Esther  Briggs,  who  lived  tocelher  in  a  state  of  "  single 
blessedness,"  near  Norris'  Landing.  John,  dying  in  early  years, 
left  "  Aunt  Esther,"  for  many  years,  the  sole  occupant  of  a  beauti- 
ful spot,  shaded  by  trees,  on  the  shore  of  the  Lake.  She  had  a 
decided  liking  for  cats,  of  which  she  kept  many,  petting  them  even 
to  the  indulgence  of  table  companionship.  She  died  in  extreme  old 
age,  leaving  her  property  to  distant  relatives. 

Thomas  Lee,  died  many  years  since,  at  an  advanced  age. 
Thomas,  a  son,  who  held  the  commission  of  Colonel,  upon  the  fron- 
tiers, in  the  war  of  1612,  now  resides  in  Dexter,  Michigan.  Another 
^n,  Dr.  Joshua  Lee,  an  early  practicing  physician  in  Yates ;  a 
member  of  the  State  Legislature,  and  a  representative  in  Congress, 
died  in  Yates,  a  few  years  since.  James  Lee,  another  son,  resides 
in  Milo. 

The  first  settler  of  the  town  of  Starkey,  was Eddy,  an 

Irishman ;  thence  the  name,  Eddytown.  He  returned  to  Ireland, 
about  twenty  years  since.  Mrs.  Berry  and  Mrs.  Brown,  residing 
near  Dresden,  are  his  daughters.     Other  early  settlers :  —  Ezra  Tor- 

rence, Cahoon, Royce,  two  brothers  Hurds, 

Bennett,  near  Dundee,  which  was  first  called  "  Bennett's  Settle- 
ment." Samuel  Harpending,  who  yet  survives,  a  resident  at 
Dundee,  opened  a  public  house  there,  and  the  locality  was  long 
known  as  "  Harpending's  Corners."  Dr.  Walter  Wolcott,  was  an 
early  practicing  physician  in  Starkey ;  still  survives,  a  resident  of 
Dundee. 

In  addition  to  names  upon  the  tax  roll,  of  those  who  were  early 
settlers  of  what  is  now  Jerusalem,  there  were  Ezekiel  Sherman,  and 
John  Beddoe.  Mr.  Beddoe,  was  an  Englishman,  to  whom  James 
VVadsworth,  when  in  England,  sold  seven  thousand  acres  of  land, 
adjoining  Friends'  lands,  in  Jerusalem,  at  two  dollars  per  acre.  He 
settled  on  the  one  thousand  acres  now  owned  by  John  Rose.  The 
farm  of  Henry  Rose,  is  also  on  the  Beddoe  tract.  He  died  in  1830. 
Lynham  J.  Beddoe,  is  a  son  of  the  early  adventurer.  A  daughter 
became  the  wife  of Stafford,  a  merchant  in  Geneva. 

The  early  settlers  of  what  is  now  Barrington,  were  Messrs, 
Shoemaker,  Mapes,  and  Knapp. 

Among  the  earliest  sales  of  Phelps  and  Gorham,  was  that  of  forty- 
six  thousand  acres,  in  what  is  now  Potter  and  Middlesex,  to  Wm. 
Potter,  a  wealthy  citizen  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island.  His  sons, 
Arnold,  Simeon,  Edward  and  William,  were  all  early  settlers  of 
Yatea ;  Arnold  being  the  principal  manager  of  the  property,  locating 
on  what  is  called  the  "  Potter  farm,"  in  the  town  oi  Potter.  He 
was  an  early  Judge  of  Ontario,  and  in  all  early  years  a  prominent 
citizen  of  CJntario  county.*     He  left  two  sons  and  a  daughter ;  the 

* "  He  llTes,"  says  the  Dake  Liancourt,  "  in  a  more  elmnt  and  genUenCianlike 
manner,  than  any  other  landholder  in  this  neighborhood."    "  He  ponettee  a  good  com 
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iODs  died  yomig  and  beiilea.  The  danghtw;  Mn.  Heny,  wm 
Kres  in  Michigan  Ci^.  Some  deeeendnnte  of  die  fanHbm  An 
have  been  named,  fltiu  reade  in  Yates  and  Omtario;  amoag  iki^ 
aie  Samuel  PoUer,  of  Mila  and  Dr.  HasEard  Potter,  of  the  TSip 
of  Bethd,  who  has  acquired  much  of  profearional  emiaence,  eipi- 
ciaDy  in  the  acience  of  murgerj.  Other  early  aettleia  of  FotlBr:<-* 
Rouse  Perry,  Abiel  Thomas,  and  GeoiKe  GreeiL 

Mis.  Hazard,  a  daughter  of  Wm.  Potter  sea,  of  Newport,  U- 
came  a  disciide  of  "^  The  Friend,"  visited  her  while  she  ransiael 
in  Philadelphia,  frequently,  havinff  a  dau^ter  there  at  schad 
boaidin^  with  an  aunt,  who  was  abo  a  Fnend.  ^  In  nM,  kar^i 
her  famdy  at  Newport,  she  went  to  Philadelphia^  arriring  a  km 
days  after  **  The  Friend,"  a  portion  of  her  foDowen,  with  MislHss- 
ard's  daughter,  had  Idl  for  the  Genesee  Coontnr.  The  nodHr 
followed  on  horse  back,  unattended  in  the  long  wildemeas  jstaty, 
following  the  tract  of  the  party  of  which  she  was  inpiinait,andsiii- 
Tinir  at  Friend's  settlement  ahnost  simultaneously  with  them.*  Mn. 
Hioard  made  this  journey  <m  horse  back,  three  timea;  the  fast 
bringing  her  son,  eight  years  oU,  behind  her.  She  was  the 
of  ur.  BrinUm  Hauud,  and  Mrs.  Asa  RusselL 

The  author  is  unable  to  name  the  Pioneers  of  Italy,  the  fBrra 
hmute,  or  Ughland  of  the  county,  the  dividiitt;  rid^  from  irimk 
waters  take  their  rise,  that  flow  into  die  gulf  of  Mezioo  aadgrifdf 
St  Lawrence. 

EMer  John  GofT,  was  one  of  the  earliest  ministers  of  the  Baptitf 
church  in  the  Genesee  Country ;  and  with  few  exceptions,  cme  of  the 
earliest  of  any  persuasion  that  became  permanent  residents.  He 
settled  in  Benton,  but  itinerated  and  aided  in  the  organizatioos  of 
many  c(  the  primitive  Baptist  churches  west  of  Seneca  Lake.  Or- 
ganizing a  church  in  Benton,  he  was  its  minister  until  1837  or  '8, 
when  he  emigrated  to  Washtenaw  county,  Michigan,  where  he  wis 
residing  in  1849,  at  an  advanced  age.  fiefore  leariog  Benton,  the 
old  gentleman  said  he  had  done  all  he  could  there ;  *'  old  congregi- 
tioDs  perfer  vouneer  men  ;  I  will  go  into  the  woods  again :  collect 
the  scatterecf  flock,  and  preach  to  them  in  Ic^  school  Houses.'* 

Robert  Buckley  of  Mile,  came  to  this  region  from  new  Jersejin 
1704,  and  with  acompanion,  extended  a  tour  of  exploration  to  Long 


min  and  a  asw  mill    About  ooe  hnndred  and  tfij  acrea  of  hia  laliU.  an  aln^ 
redaeed  Qoder  tillage.*'    **  Mr.  Potter  and  his  hmUj  vero  farmerlj  among  the 
adbarmti  of  Jemiina,  but  hia  attachment  ■  now  ooiiTerted  into  eentenpiaad 
tioo.    He  haa  not  onlj  rmouoced  all  oonmonioo  vith  her,  hot  at  Um  same  I 
the  peculiar  habiu  ani  teneu  of  the  QoakeniL" 

*  Un.  Hasaid  need  to  nJate  that  in  the  vooda  of  PtenarlTania  aha  tnvcOed  eaa 
daT  with  a  woman,  who  waa  on  horaeback,  with  a  bed,  onecLfld  in  her  mam,  aartlff 
behind  her,  and  a  fAg  following;  her  like  a  doi^.  fiMdinff  theaCraama  and  penevvn^ 
5DdeaToringiokeapiip,nUhorthan  beleftaprajtowildaaiBMla^  CoonptoaaM- 
bndc«latraaiigitwoiiklheailala,aqiMal,birtaMllfplaBgsiB      ~    ~ 
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Point,  C.  W.  Intendiixfir  to  settle  there,  they  rotiirneii  ti^  \ew  Jer- 
sey :  but  ootnins:  back  the  next  season,  wliile  on  their  way  dowr.  the 
Ser.eoa  I -.ike  in  a  camx\  intending  to  n^aoh  Cashons:.  (t>r  Bon  H:ir- 
ton's)  LandjP:;.  thev  were  liriven  in.  bv  a  stronij  winil.  r^  Xt^rris* 
or  Frie:\.i'3!  St^tiKMuoni  Laniiinj.  Finvlin^  i]uarter<  in  i!i;*  h«»*i<t^  of 
AK*1  Kotst'.^ril.  ho  was  |-leasevl  with  the  country.  iwA  wlih  ihc 
Ja:;^:;:er  oiliis  l;o>pitaMo  entertainer:  ;\banvioiiOii  hi<  jT«vect  o:'si:- 
llii'.j  in  the  li.en  tii'inii'.ionsot'liov.  Siinc»v.  marrieii.ai,,!  t!.i:<  Iv- 
ra::.e  a  Pi'^i'-oor  of  Yates.  He  was  a  ^lajor  of  ^licah  Hrook^  Kt'i:. 
in  the  war  of  ISI'2  :  father  of  IVof.  S.  IV  Hurkloy  of  IVesiien.  wiio 
is  a  ::rai:i;.i:i*  of  Woslevan  liv.versitv  of  ^I:.|.ilelown.  Tonn  :  a  i^i'ii- 
lieiriai'.  of  h'^ii  so:e:;tif:c  attainment's.  esr-H^ial'v  in  ifu^  vie!»i: :!!.:*:.:> 
of  N^latiV.  r.iineraloiiv  anii  i:e*.'K»i:v.  His  inir<ui!s  i:.  Natural  ll:s:.»rv 
havemavie  iiini  a  traveler  in  twentv-lovir  s:a:e>  of  the  I'!.!«>:v  He 
jy>ssi'«esa  f.ne  cabinet  of  mineral*  an.l  siiell<,  ai.J  a  herbai.iuin  c->n- 
laii.ini:    10.000  six^'cies  of    American   and  V^iro'^van   ]'!an!s. 

The  oldest  cemerrv  in  W.  \.  York,  is  at  •H^ity  Hill."  in  t!ie  east 
part  o\  the  town  v>f  ^lilo.  Mrs.  Ho'anes.  wife  of  Jetlediali  Ho!:nes. 
was  hurried  then*  as  early  asl7<S.  or'O.  He^ekiah  To\viisi«i.d. 
in;;>:  i;ave  b.\  :\  llie  first  black<iniih.  in  all  tl.e  rei;i«M;  west  of  Sen- 
eca Lake,  ui.loss  o:ie  preceded  him  at  Gei'.eva.  He  c«':M:i-e::ced 
the  bnsi!:oxs  in  1700,  usinji  a  r^x'k  tor  an  anvil.  lie  was  i!ie  father 
of  ^lai'.chester  TownsiMid,  of  Miio  Centre,  \orris.  the  pioneer 
ii'ierehant.  removcil  to  Maryland  in  early  years.  Two  of  his  >.v^s 
n^side  ::i  .M".".o.  ^Ir.  Watrener.  who  \\a^  the  nr>t  P.  M.  .ii  IVi-n 
Yan.  thit.ks  the  itKco  was  established  there  "  aNvi:  ISOO."  The 
rirst  wed  din  J  in  Yate#  c.nintv  —  and  with  two  or  tiiree  e\^* -vv.t.s. 
the  .''.rst  in  all  the  Cienesoe  Country,  is  noticed  on  na^re  lolV 

Pavid  \Vajer.er.  who  purchased  the  mills  of  Abral-nm  Payti^n. 
and  is  named  as  the  earlv  laveni  keoivr  at  Frier.  l*s  Mii^s.  w:i<  the 
tour.der  of  wl  at  is  now  the  pleasant  and  fli"»'aris!i:n::  village  of  IVnti 
Y'an.  He  kvaled  there  in  1797.  in  '8.  built  a  i:r:<:  iri!!.  Pyi:.j  in 
1700.  he  lef:  two  >oiis.  David  ar.d  Abraham,  wh*^  are  svlll  ::v:::j.  at 
AW  :id va!ced  a;^\  The  descendants  of  the  elder  Pavid  are  r.UT:ier- 
ou<  ::i  Y.ites  county.  The  tirs!  street  was  laid  ini!  in  ISOO.  tl.e  sur- 
vevor.  Ji'seph  Joi^.es.  It  was  surveved  throui;h  tb.e  \\«».\i>.  o:i  land 
K*!'»!ijiT'.j  to  Abraham  Wai^Mier.  Pr.  Don  nan  was  the  \\r>\  pHy- 
<:c:an.  two  acres  of  land  haviriji  K*en  triven  him  bv  Mr.  W;:::cner 
to  i:.duce  him  to  Kx*ate  there.  The  first  store  \\a<  es!ab!:she.i  by 
Sariiuel  Sivly  and  Wiliian^  Baldwin,  who  brou-ihl  in  their  i:-  ^vls 
via.  Newtown  Point. 

As  tiic  author  is  intormod.  IVniamin  Brown,  now  residiii^:  on  a 
par!  of  liu*  Friend *s  estate,  in  JeriL<a!eni.  is  the  otily  one  wiio  sur- 
vives of  t'ne  adul'iS  who  Ivgan  ihe  settlement  in  17^S.  Am.»::i:  the 
<iirvi\.':s  w!;ocame  in  with  ih-.'ir  parents,  in  liieir  cii..d!i«fc\i.  or 
!r.:r.or;iy.  are.  the  Waiiericrs  already  named:  Jess*^e  Brown  of  I  ten- 
Ion  ;  David  Brigp:.  of  Milo  Centre ;  Thomas  Hathaway,  and  wife. 


^^teh^<iniiMpiM»td"Tlie  FrkBd''froiD  fWhddpbim ai ITIH 
si/nfffiV^.    Tke  defcendants  of  JofaB  hnmneemn 
Hij. Bwiwiwog,  toe  member  of  Aiwnihiy  from  Yfttefl^i 
qiw^fiili  Boisfiird.  a  son  of  Ebatfau  Botiibnl  cfiedl 
i^ivwMvb  of  80  yean.    Thefo  are  many  deeeendeBli  of 
QMi£Masthereareab(^orRiclHri8mitb,8aM  ' 

'VW  int  road  nirrejed  in  Yates  comitj, — in  I7W< 
Xoom^  Landing,  (about  a  mOe  aooth  of  Dteedeo.) 
(mmtw  residence  of  Major  Bneklej,  to  FriaMfs  MSOm. 

h0xi  Benton  from  whom  the  lovn  w»  named,  aetded 
VMI.    He  was  from  near  CattddD. 

Tlie  anthor  has  already  often  <pioled  from  the  "  TwrnnhT  ef  ^ 
IMto  Lianooort    Resorting  to  the  reoorda  of  a 
im  purposes  of  local  history,  wiB  be  eicnaed  fay  tfaoae 
fieeiate  tlie  difficulty  of  settii^  *  glianea  "  eroip  of 
tines,  in  other  forms.    The  Duke  maoehinarif: 
that  was  going  on  in  that  pioneer  locality — in  the  fint 
settlement  inaOthe  Gen^ee  Coontrr — FKend's 
JemsalenL    'As  theworfc  wiilinaDpfooabiiitypDevci 
in  this  country,  farther  extracts  are  made. 

The  Dnke  thos  speaks  of  his  first  interview  with  *TheFMenir 
**  We  saw  Jemima,  and  attended  her  meeting  which  was  held  it  Iff 
own  house.  Wl  found  there  about  thirtr  persons;  mesi,  waaat 
and  children.  Jemimastood  at  the  dfKir  o^  her  bed-cfaaaAesveaa 
carpet,  with  an  armed  chair  behind  her.  She  had  on  a  vUk 
morning  gown  and  waistcoat,  such  as  men  wear,  and  a  petticoal  cf 
the  same  color.  Her  black  hair  was  cut  short,  carefuDy  camkei 
and  divided  behind,  in  three  beautiful  ringlets.  She  wore  a  s6xL 
and  white  silk  cravat,  which  was  tied  about  her  neck  with  a&cae^ 
negligence.  In  point  of  detiTcry  she  preached  with  more  case  Am 
any  other  Quaker  *  I  hare  yet  beard ;  but  the  subject  matter  sf 
her  discoum  was  an  eternal  repetition  of  the  same  topics;  deaths  sa 
and  repentence." 

"'  She  inculcates  as  a  leading  tenet,  porerty  and  a  restgDatioa  sf 
all  earthly  possessions.  If  you  talk  to  her  of  her  boose,  she  atwavs 
says :  — '  The  house  which  I  inhabit'  This  ho«iie»  tbowh  buik  of 
trunks  of  trees  is  extremely  pretty  and  commodious.  Her  room  ii 
excessively  neat  and  resembles  more  the  boudoir  of  a  fine  ladythff 
the  cell  of  a  nun.  It  contains  a  lookii^  t^^^  a  clock^  an  im 
chair,  a  wanning  pan,  and  a  silver  saucer,     tier  garden  h  kept  is 


HoTB.^-  Abnbam  Waecner.  like  moil  of  the  aDoi  sad  daubtos  of  TIm  FaniPl 
cnir  diaeiplea,  was  not  of  her  Ajck  ;  bat  a  gocNl  deal  given  to  mbick  a&d 
an  inijrmznt  of  the  aathor  :  —  "He  osed  to  hitch  his  oxen  to  a  lied,  pit  «a  hdi. 
•one  girli.aad  go  to  Friend't  '»**»'"g    The  Friend  woold look  crh 


*  She  had  no  claim  to  aoch  a  dcagnatiDa.   She  wMwhoBydiwia— Jhy 
Fnend^**  pcoper.  In  her  carliol  advent  and 
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good  order ;  her  spring  house  is  full  of  milk,  butter,  cheese,  butchers 
meat  and  game." 

"  Amonff  other  votaries  of  Jemima  was  one  Squire  Parker,  who 
settled  in  ner  neighborhood,  and  still  resides  near  Friend's  Mills. 
Though  a  joIliC  fellow,  ever  gay  and  jocund,  he  espoused  very 
zealously  the  cause  and  interests  of  the  prophetess.  This  Parker, 
who  was  constantly  in  Jemima's  retinue,  gave  himself  out  to  be  the 
Prophet  Elijah,  and  very  rightly  conceived,  that,  by  assuming  a 
peculiar  dress,  he  would  give  a  more  imposing  character  to  his  im- 
postures. He  wore,  accordingly,  a  white  gown,  with  large  sleeves, 
and  a  girdle ;  in  short,  whatever  he  fancied  might  belong  to  the 
costumes  of  the  ancient  prophets.  This  was  the  being  who  was 
honored  with  the  high  privilege  of  living  with  the  "  All  triond,"  on 
terms  of  the  greatest  intimacy."      ******* 

[The  Duke,  in  the  absence  of  his  usual  gallantry,  if  not  scrupu- 
lous regard  for  truth,  adds  some,  then  current  gossip,  which  is  not 
sufficientlv  authenticated  to  he  incorporated  in  history.] 

•*  The  first  settlers,  who  thoughtlessly  followed  their  divinity  to 
this  place,  not  being  able  to  purchase  the  lands,  which  composed 
the  three  districts,  the  remainder  has  been  restored  to  the  company, 
who  have  again  disposed  of  it,  and  are  still  selling  it,  to  all  who  are 
desirous  of  Incoming  settlers.  Accordingly,  numbers  of  Methodists, 
Anabaptists  and  members  of  the  Church  of  England,  are  now  to  be 
seen  here  ;  yet  the  colony  retains  its  original  name  of  *  The  Friends* 
Settlement.^  " 

After  speaking  at  large  of  all  that  was  going  on  under  the  auspices 
of  "  Capt.  Williamson" —  his  roads,  mills,  farms,  village  plats,  the  im- 
mense tracts  of  wild  lands  upon  which  he  was  founding  settlements, 
and  adding,  that  he  was  "  universally  respected,  honored  and  be- 
loved," the  Duke  exclaims  :  —  "  How  glorious,  in  my  esteem,  is  his 
career !  How  fortunate  and  enviable  his  distinction  !  How  much 
more  important  than  that  of  a  dissipated  courtier,  or  slock  jobber !" 
And  his  mind  recurring  to  his  own  condition,  a  wanderer  in  this, 
then  wilderness  region  of  the  new  world,  his  usual  vivacity  and 
cheerful  philosophy,  forsake  him.  "  I  too,  not  in  a  new  country, 
but  in  France,  where  there  is  such  an  ample  field  for  useful  exertion, 
formed  similar  establishments  on  my  estates,  by  which  I  diffused 
activity  and  industry  all  around  me  \I  studied  to  enrich  the  country 
and  render  it  industrious  and  flourishing.  I  hoped  and  expected  to 
increase  the  felicitv  of  mv  own  situation,  bv  addinj;  to  the  comforts 
of  my  poor  neighbors.  Undertakings  which  had  no  objects  but  the 
welfare  of  my  country  were  beginning  to  be  crowned  with  all  the 
desired  success,  when  I  was  suddenly  obliged  to  relinauish  that 
much  loved  country  to  which  I  was  rendering  so  much  service. 
I  am  now,  alas !  an  exile ;  all  my  hopes  have  vanished  like  a  shadow. 
Solitary  I  wander  without  a  country  I  can  call  my  own;— life 
therefore,  to  me,  is  completely  at  an  end.'' 
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One  more  reminiscence  from  the  pages  of  the  amiable.  nDfan- 
nate  Duke,  must  suffice :  —  Suflfering,  destitution,  disease.  De«e 
failed  to  excite  his  sympathies.  Traveling  with  his  companHJDss^ 
Bath  to  Canandaigua,  they  "  stopped  at  Mrs.  Bevers/  whocL  tier 
found  afflicted  with  ague  and  fever,  and  without  medicine  or  med- 
ical attendance.  He  says:*— ''Having  some  quantity  of  bark  it 
our  traveling  case,  we  gave  a  little  of  it  to  Mrs.  oever,  with  dinfr 
tions  how  to  use  it ;  we  at  the  same  time  wrote  a  letter  to  Cial 
Williamson,  informing  him  of  the  distress  of  the  family,  and  of  thai 
want  of  more  bark." 

The  advent  of  Jemima  Wilkinson  —  her  career  of  relitnoo*  et- 
thusiasm,  or  imposture,  —  and  a  mixture  of  both,  it  has  been  resumed 
in  subsequent  pages  —  was  a  strange  thins  in  its  day:  as  Ftn&s 
as  things  that  are  transpirin?  in  our  own  day.  If  we  wozukr  tiot 
she  could  have  had  any  followers,  it  is  still  a  ereater  wobdr. 
that  a  majority  of  them  —  especially  of  those  who  come  to  iBf 
region,  were  of  a  highly  respectable  class  of  citizens  of  New  Eat* 
land.  New  Jersey,  and  Pennsvlvania.  They  were  the  earbo: 
founders  of  settlement  of  all  Western  New  York  ;  amone  thn 
some  of  the  best  of  that  excellent  class  of  men  who  were  the  fii^ 
neers  of  the  Genesee  country,  and  who  have  left  descendant*  tb: 
may  well  be  ranked  with  the  best  class  of  citizens  in  the  vesttiB 
counties  of  our  State. 

Note. — Mrs.  B*v<?ds  was  the  name.  She  was  the  wife  of  Mr.  Jos«eph  htrtiM.  rV 
bcciimc  an  f  ariy  tavern  kecyjer.  west  of  Bloo«i'fc  ComcTH.  iu  CoLhf^'lori.  H*  "■**  t^ 
of  the  early  criiii,Tariifi  from  Maryland,  that  fi>llowed  Mr.  Williar;**-«n,  5I-*.  Dt*- 
l*arker,  'if  Qnt^t-'l,  is  a  ilaujjhter  of  his.  The  author  pf^nncaneg  the  rtrr  !,?r«^  is*: 
the  Duke  ^^^^^ic  to  CapL  Wiiliaine^m.  It  is  fKi  rnuch  of  a  literonr  curi<«i: V  v.:.:  ie  a- 
serLs  it.  It  is  au  attr-rupt  of  a  lii^^'lily  educate*!  Frenchman  lo  make  LiiLScl:  -l i-. ■?&.•>- 
in  a  iani'^i:!-^'  he  hail  but  jubt  began'to  leani: — 

"BZTEMB,  rri'iaT  E^rTTf 

To  Capt.  WilliamsfiD,  Bath: — 

Dear  Sir — It  in  to  K-  .-eniceahle  to  you,  I  am  pure,  in  pivinsr  opjvjrsur.ity  i  «r- 
ciw*  ytiUT  himnn  Wnevnli-iice.  We  tiiid  now,  at  Bever?,  his  wift-  tn-j*"!:  •ick'v.'i  "^ 
ague,  Hr.ce  a  furtni::ht.  We  hnva  sriven  to  her  a  p:irt  of  our  bark.*  If  vri  >.a'-  -ctw 
occasion  for  ^.Jiihw^  to  h*;r  a  liitk-  more,  in  the  course  of  a  week,  \<t\i\i  j*:>  rr.:  »f 
cunili<«n.  We  have  a*vire  her  wi'Jj  that  conif^rt  of  vour  part.  y*»u  s«.-<  L-.  w  t-.  Li*< 
jKirt  wj:li  y<.T]  —  convicted  wi;h yo>;r M.ritimj-nts.  W  e  take  the  presenc*  oy  !"■:  T.r.rr  i 
thank  vou  a^mia  for  your  kind  reception,  and  J«re  Terr  rincerelr  rr.ur  mri*t  «;:  'i^-t'tt. 

LlANCOUkT  d  PiflT  THOlMiii.-T 


•  Peruvian  bark. 

tThi^ 
eearc 
around  th<*  w-irld. 


t  Thi«  co:ijf»:iijion  of  the  Duke,  was  tlie  officer  of  the  French  Sarr,  who  wri;  a 
iarch  of  M  ile  la  Penju**,  the  French  navigator,  who  started  on  a  vt..yaj,t  vf  z.scrcj 


Note. — Tlie  aiJv^nt  of  jhe  followers  f'f  the  *'  The  Friend,"  wa«  a  year  la:<T 
date  triven  on  i^\go  ir,;>.  The  exploring  J'^^T  came  in  ITSf  ;  tl*^^  fcrtT  c: 
twtnty-tive  — sriir;  r.f  them  with  their  f.smjlit-— in  1*^^  :  "The  Fri^-r^J"  :r.  !:?f 
her  "  witi.e^s."  Sarah  Richanl*.  in  Juno.  1791.  "  The  Fri*-nd"  wai  nut  "  -^c  h*r  ^^' 
to  thi-^  iv/i.ri.  wh^-n  gaz-ivd  at  Phila<lelp''i.i.  in  171*7.  but  was  r^.^iling  llif-iv.  fF^ 
pa::e  ir>4.  Thrt-e  corre^ti-.n*  are  mnde  with  U.lter  infitrmati«*n  than  the  *:3LLv:  j»»- 
se->v«J  ishcn  precedijij^  jxjrlions  of  the  work  were  published. 
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OOMTINUATION    OF    PIONEER    EVENTS     IN    WHAT   IS    NOW     LIVINGSTON 

COUNTY. 


On  page  267,  in  connection  with  the  enterprises  (and  benefac- 
tions, it  may  be  added.)  of  Mr.  Williamson,  the  advent  of  the  Scotch 
eolony  in  Caledonia  —  the  advance  corps  —  is  briefly  narrated.  In 
the  published  volume,  "  Monroe,"  there  are  brief  notices  of  some  of 
the  early  Scotch  emigrants  located  in  Wheatland.  This  separation 
of  what  was  so  intimately  blended,  has  been  consequent  upon  the 
manner  of  publishing,  having  reference  to  a  county  line  which  di- 
Tides  what  was  the  primitive  Scotch  settlement  of  Southampton, 
and  in  later  vears,  Caledonia  and  York.  The  subject  is  resumed, 
principally  with  reference,  (so  far  as  names  are  concerned.)  to  the 
now  town  of  Caledonia,  though  a  strict  ideiiityof  location,  it  is  pre- 
sumed has  not  been  attained. 

The  "  Big  Springs,"  a  locality  well  known  to  the  earliest  of  our 
race  that  saw  the  region  of  Western  New  York ;  —  to  the  French 
trader  and  missionary  in  the  long  years  of  French  dominion  ;  the 
camping  ground  of  the  Johnsons,  the  Butlers,  Brant,  the  followers 
of  their  own  race,  and  their  Indian  allies,  when  they  sallied  out  from 
their  strong  hold  at  Fort  Niagara,  and  warred  ujx)n  the  feeble  set- 
tlements in  the  vallies  of  the  Mohawk  and  Susquehannah.  or  were 
returning  with  their  trophies,  —  their  prisoners,  their  scalps,  the 
plunders  they  had  taken  in  their  raids  and  stealthy  warfare  ;  —  and 
of  our  own  people,  when  in  after  years,  in  spying  out  this  goodly 
land,  —  our  now  rich  inheritance  —  they  followed  the  paths  of  the 
Senecas  that  le<l  to  it  as  a  common  centre ; — was  the  focus,  or  central 
locality,  when  the  Scotch  settlers  had  dropped  in  and  around  it.  had 
erected  their  rude  log  cabins,  and  were  here  and  their  making 
openings  in  the  forest. 

"  I  visited  the  place,"  says  an  informant  of  the  author,  "  at  a  prim- 
itive period.  The  Scotch  settlers,  in  their  log  cabins,  (and  cabins 
they  really  were,  for  the  builders  were  less  expert  in  log  house 
architeciure  than  their  New  England  neighbors.)  were  scattere<! 
along  on  the  banks  of  Allen's  creek,  and  in  the  inmiediate  vicinity 
of  the  Spring.  They  had  made  small  openings  in  the  forest  — 
some  of  them  hardly  enough  to  let  the  sun  in ;  had  small  pa*ches  of 
corn  and  potatoes  growing  among  the  logs  or  upon  plats  of  open- 
ings. Their  cabin  iurniture  was  scanty  ;  their  food  graduated  upon 
the  closest  principles  ot  economy  and  necessity.  And  yet  they 
were  cheerful  and  happy  as  if  they  had  been  upon  their  native 
Highlands  and  Lowlands.  The  men  were  plying  the  axe  or  the  mat- 
tock around  their  humble  dwellings,  or  going  out  to  the  fields  of  the 
older  settlers  upon  the  River,  to  work" for  provisions  and  farming 
utensils ;  the  women,  in  and  out  doors,  with  their  ruddy  Scotch  faces, 
such   as   Burns  describes — (mostly  young  then)  —  were  willing 
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helper?  in  all  there  was  to  do.  At  everiins.  ihe  voioe  'ic  :rgi^  f 
scripture  readin?.  or  snatches  of  ••Au]d  Scoria's  swr*:  i^:  ^na 
lays,"  went  oal  through  the  uiich:r.ked  crevices  ofiri^ir  i-t'i-  a 
mingled  in  the  lorest  with  the  sounds  cfwaier  falls,  iSe  r.-.tr  -> 
wolt^  and  the  barkin?  of  the  fox.  It  was  a  vi-ild.  T-ris'^Trr*  y.^- 
the  rude  and  ruq^ed  be:iinnia?.  the  consummatios  of  wijr:.  .•/=«  >a 
broad  fields,  overflowing  granaries  —  all  of  eartrJv  ^K-rf.:r«  a 
industry  and  thrift  can  ensure.  I.  who  have  leen  fur.  i.-  va 
chan;:e  and  proere*:?.  re-visitinsr that  >cene  in  V.-tjz  afier  r*rirz  '.rm 
hardly  realize  the  char.ge  that  had  been  wro'jchl  ther*  ~ 

Though  in  5c»me  respects  f'.'reizn  from  the  s'ei.-erL!  *:Tf  as 
desi^Hi  o?  these  Pioneer  annals,  the  author  ins^-rts  a  z^ir.^'^r  ■"«- 
graph^ical  description  of  this  locality,  blended  with  refrr-rr:^:.  :?-ie 
of  ancient  and  Indian  occupancy,  frrm  the  pen  of  oL-e  ts^:  *  i» 
to  the  nianor  bom."* 

"  The  villa::e5  of  Murnford  and  Caiedonia,  are  iz.  ->.•*  ziji^*' 
scenen*  not  wild  or  mer'^ly  picturesque,  but  azree:;:*V  n-.r:  n 
woodland  and  clearing,  the  surface  l^rautifuDv  T:r:d'«'.ii.Tz  vi 
cleared  fields  and  wcKi'dlands,  abc'undir:?  in  clear  sr-rlrirs  ti'Z  fW-sa 
A  chrys:al  lakelet,  covering  a  space  of  about  lwrr.fv  r-crr?  r:9- 
rnonly  kno'.vn  as  the  "  Big  SprlLgs.'"  is  in  the  ini.Tj^i:^:*  .tl:' 
Calei'.nia.  F.^'orn  it  issues  a  stream  that  runs  z^rr'^/^rr  ■-•;*  ltc: 
h  a:  f  i:.  lies,  to  M  u  no  ford,  and  d  Isch  ar^res  :  Ise  ]f  :  n :  >  aJ*-i  - '.  -*ri 
Be !■.*.►:'•::  t'^e  5[r:r.g  :.tA  the  rriOU'.h  o?'  its  outlet,  there  >  i  ''i  "' : 
a.^.'.. -c: . .  lii.  J  lii  ...rr  ::.....  •  C-    i^  L.er  .5  c-  r.*t.:  •  - 

■~  _■'■  "■  --■  ...  ^_, 

U»-.    • ,  ,  -•■•'       T  •■  ►-   '   -■■•.•-,■■■      ,-*    •■ .  r-  -  ■    f-  -»^  ;i    '^  ^^    V  '-    •  — .  •  ■   ^  T  *-j:-s.-^--  --,- 

•  ■  •  ~       .  .  ,  - 

■•     p- '  •■  V  v^  •■■"■»    '■'     5.-' *.-•-.■-•' •     r»*"  ■?    -r-  -.■.- — I,   •'■- ...,-     ^  .  ^        ".      ..    -_    »- 

CL;;zr.:  1:.  co:.?l'ieraL.e  qLi:i^:::es.  :he  ik;..:ul  anjler  Is  5L_  :■  -  -in 
f:r  h!s  ;-::::.5. 

.*^,    ..  ««^r^?  *.». A. •^AA..^ <••«*•   Lft«v**    f...A..».%tr   ••--— --V*?       — -I   ..  -    ■  ■■ 

!■•  -■  1  «■-*«.■ 

I...C.-.V.  •-■.    ...- ^ •_-.-■•. '.-.'-.   »---   .r;rr  ?,  *re    i:At:   evvrzTrer.?    t'.t^i'  • 

F^r^"-r     *■•■■•    •"•'-i'     •'      ••       ••    ,'-     /■-'■     •■■■?•■•"-*      ''T':''    •»^»-'—   "»    -•    t—  — "      ---  -     -•         •   * 

■  "     ••■..    V*'.  "^i  I   »  ,-*-  '.■*,"-   '♦.'-•  ,"-"•■'     V 'vr-        •  n- ""  ^."i*-&-^     •■.  •    -       •      .    •     —     —  ■  -^ 

«'*'■■      *    V  'l  *        •  I   '*■•'•"■'-  "C  :;•■.'•  r*    .»•■  •"'*1  r  i  ^  r^  ""!•  ".^  ■*■  ^  ■••"••  —  ■•--   .— 
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vhere  they  had  their  races  and  games,  and  performed  their  feats  of 
dull  and  strength. 
-,  ••  When  the  first  white  settlers  made  their  appearance,  relics  were 
iccasionally  found,  concerning  which  the  Indians  had  neither  his- 
iory  nor  tradition.  They  consisted  of  bricks  that  had  evidently 
3een  made  in  some  remote  age  for  substantial  edifices,  and  vessels 
of  pottery  ware,  embellished  with  tasteful  devices  and  allegorical 

Sures.  They  apparently  indicated  a  degree  of  civilization  as  far 
vanced  as  that  shown  by  the  weapons,  utensils  and  tumuli  dis- 
covered in  our  western  States,  or  by  sculpture  and  hyerogliphics  of 
the  ancient  Mexicans.  The  husbandman,  while  ploughin^r  the  soil, 
lias  sometimes  turned  up  relics  more  recent  in  their  origin.  Besides 
arrow  heads,  knives  and  axes,  rudely  formed  hatchets  and  copper 
lettles  have  been  found,  precisely  in  form  like  some  that  may  be 
•een  in  use  at  this  dav  in  the  old  Spanish  colonies  u]X)n  this  con- 
tinent." 

Such  was  the  spot  that  Mr.  Williamson  selected  for  his  countn-- 
tnen ;  there,  upon  the  then  ver^e  of  civilization,  struggling  with 
poverty  at  first,  but  endowed  with  a  manly  courage  and  spirit  of 
perseverance,  in  some  respects  national  characteristics,  they  con- 
verted the  forest  to  fruitful  fields,  surrounded  themselves  with  all 
the  substantial  comforts  of  life,  and  created  a  rich  inheritance  for 
their  descendants. 

Among  the  early  Pioneers,  the  author's  memorandums  enable  him 
to  recognize,  of  what  is  now  Caledonia  and  Wheatland,  were  those 
whose  names  occur  in  the  following  brief  sketch : — 

Rol>ert  M'Kay,  was  a  native  of  Sutherlandshire,  Scotland ;  emi- 
grated to  America  in  1772,  settling  in  Northumberland,  Pa.,  where 
he  was  residing  when  Mr.  Williamson  made  that  his  temporary 
halting  place,  wlien  preparing  to  commence  his  enterprises  in  the 
Gene*!ee  country.  In  1792,  his  eldest  son,  Hector,  in  company  with 
William  Lemen,  Alexander  Ewing  jr.,  William  Ewing.  Samuel 
£\ving,  John  Ewart  and  Samuel  Ewart,  followed  Mr.  Williamson 
to  his  primitive  location  upon  the  Genesee  River  —  Williamsburg  — 
where  mo.<it  of  them  purchased  land.  Hector  M'Kay  was  the  early 
clerk  of  Alexander  M'Donald,  in  Williamsburg,  and  his  partner 
in  the  erection  of  a  distillery.  With  others,  (most  of  those  who 
settled  in  that  neighborhood  in  the  earliest  years,)  he  rente<l  and 
worked  Indian  lands  on  the  west  side  of  the  River.  As  early  as 
1801,  or  2,  he  settled  upon  the  inlet  of  Conesus  Lake,  where  he  died 


NoTX, — With  tho  peculiarities  of  the  Spring,  most  readers  will  he  familiar.  Though 
the  water  rises  up  frum  an  apparently  gri'at  ocpth  of  the  earth,  the  quantitj  of  water 
li  slightly  diminishiHl  hy  a  long  continued  drouth.  As  if  it  came  from  one  great  reser- 
voir, or  common  fountjun.  of  considerable  extent  It  may  be  observed,  that  the  small 
white  worm  called  "  trout  bait,"  common  in  the  Spring,  is  found  in  most  of  the 
▼ells  of  the  Tillage  of  Caledonia. 


in  1846.    Hii  «urvif  iM  tout  are  Robert,  Jmmem  mai  Mm,* 

esns,  DanieL  in  Chili,  Honfecai,  in  Henrietta. 

John  M'Kay,  a  brocber  of  Hector,  came  to  II 
then  bat  rixfeen  Tean  of  age,  where  he  woribod  for  arveiJ  jm 
a  carpenter  and  hooae  joiner.  In  180S  he  parAmmd  fhe  tn 
dred  acres  at  Caledonia,  which  emfanced  the  Spring  fheodh 
the  nte  of  Mnmford  The  porchaae  indnded  the  amal  td 
one  run  of  stones,  that  Mr.  WQliamaon  had  bv3t  Ibr  te  k< 
Scotdi  settlers,*  the  porchase  money,  92000.  Tins  wis  i 
mill  buih  west  of  the  ADen  mill,  at  Genesee  Fafls;  he  h^ 
cmstomers  the  new  settlers  of  a  wide  regioii,  finom  as  &r  n 
New  Amsterdam,  (Bnfiala)  He  made  acooMneui'gMif irt « 
ford  by  the  erection  of  a  saw  miD,  and  in  afker  jears,  ia  *m 
with  his  brother  Robert,  who  at  one  period,  w«s  inluciki 
him  in  the  Caledonia  mills,  was  engaged  in  fiurther  colep: 
Mamford.  In  later  years  he  was  again  the  ade  owner  of  ihi 
donia  nulls,  and  in  fact,  had  mostly  the  management  of  the  pr 
for  nearly  half  a  oentary.  He  was  also  an  early  joint  pnm 
a  part  of  the  site  of  the  <nty  of  Rochester,  and  ▼iB^gc  of  Loi 
He  died  in  1850,  aged  73  yean.  His  widow  stw  sarrin 
sonriring  sons  are,  George,  of  Washington,  D.  C. ;  Edward,  i 
fomia ;  Andrew,  in  Texas ;  John,  in  Caledooim ;  Rohert,  sf 
ana.    3Irs.  Joslyn  Hutchinson  of  Havanna,  ia  a  dao^ter. 

Robert  M'Kay,  following  his  bfothen,  in  1707,  was  as 
school  teacher  at  the  Hermitage,  on  the  Genesee  Rirer.  ai  1 
tlement  of  the  M'Cartneys,  FullertonB,  Gregory,  and  c^tb 
the  Canascraga,  two  miles  below  DansriUe,  atkl  at  Scot< 
1803,  he  went  into  the  employment  of  Miner  and  HaPu  ih 
merchants  at  Geneseo.  After  the  death  of  both  of  the  i 
closed  up  their  affairs,  and  in  1808  removed  to  Caledonia, 
a  connection  of  a  few  years  \nth  his  brother  in  the  manages 
the  mill  property,  he  enj?a^ed  in  the  mercantile  bunDess.  hei 
the  next  merchant  at  Caledonia,  after  Mr.  Canneron.  He 
one  period  a  member  of  the  Legislature  from  the  county  cf  G 
has  held  other  civil  offices,  and  was  a  commissioned  officer  x 
military  organizations.  He  was  the  Capt  of  a  "Scotch  coc 
raised  in  his  neighborhood,  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  d 
with  his  company,  was  early  in  service  upon  the  frcntSer :  i 
with  his  company  at  Black  Rock  under  Col.  Rlakeakj, 


*  Kr.  Willununn  had  made  the  road  from  River  to  *-  GaBaooft.**  in  ITSs. 
tttibe-'!?iagvmRoad.'*  »*See  page  271.  *  L.  Petoraon*' vm  fbe 
at  the  Springa.  John  Smith,  of  Sputa,  aurrejed  the  ruidi  Mr.  'VTiUiB] 
theerectionof  themiUintheapnn^of  1799L  Joaathan  Bakor.  lookad  ^ 
and  aoperintended  the  vork.  Tha  mill  atooe^  wtn  boocte  of  Dadk**  1 
Albanr;  traMportatiw  to  Oeoera,  tSS:  from  Genera  to  ^^■»*'^*^_  tlO.  lW 
of  Petcnon,  in  the  log  Urem  at  the  Springi^  van  Job 
Camenm,  remored  to  Atob,  and  for  maoj  earir  jwn 
occupvin^  the  ste  of  tbe  Comctock  Houae. 
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noming  of  the  30th  December  1813,  he  with  several  of  his  com- 
nand.  were  taken  prisoners  and  carried  to  Montreal.  He  still  sur- 
vives, the  occupant  of  a  fine  farm  a  short  distance  west  of  Caledo- 
"lia  villarro.  He  has  fourteen  sons  and  dauirhters,  residents  of  Cale- 
ionia.  Married  daughters  are  the  wives  of  Rev.  John  F.  MXaren, 
Df  Pittsburgh  ;  Wm.  Mi'.ford,  Cleveland  ;  Morris  Williams,  Detroit. 

Daniel  Si'Kay,  another  brother,  emigrated  from  Pennsvlvania  in 
1803;  was  engaged  in  the  Indian  trade;  in  company  wuh  Robert 
Whaloy,  erected  a  saw  mill  at  Castile,  in  1808;  emigrated  to  Ohio, 
nnany  years  since.  Mordecai,  a  fifth  brother,  emigrated  in  1812, 
resided  at  Caledonia;  died  in  1840.  James,  and  Robert  of  Caledo- 
nia, and  George,  of  Geneva,  are  his  sons. 

On  page  269  the  name  of  Alexander  M'Donald  occurs  in  connec- 
tion with  the  store  and  other  affairs  of  Mr.  Williamson  at  Williams- 
burg. He  was  one  of  the  early  followers  of  Mr.  Williamson  from 
Scotland.  While  the  Scotch  settlers  at  Caledonia  were  being  sup- 
plied with  provisions,  oxen  and  cows,  l)y  their  liberal  patron,  Mr. 
M'Donald  attended  to  their  purchase  and  disposition,  and  was  soon 
settled  among  them  invested  with  a  local   agencv.     He  erected  a 

Sublic  house  which  was  for  many  years  kept  by  his  son,    Donald 
rOonald.     He  died  in  1826 ;  his  onlv  son,  Donald,  in  1813,  leaving 
a  lanjc  family,  most  of  whom  reside  In  Caledonia. 

The  Cameron  tamilv  joined  the  settlement  soon  after  1800  ;  Dun- 
can A.  Cameron  having  preceeded  his  own  family,  and  that  of  his 
father,  Anj^us  Cameron.  He  is  still  living,  the  longest  resident 
Scotch  settler  in  what  is  now  Caledonia.  The  father  died  in  1820 
or  *2l.  His  sons,  other  than  Duncan  A.  were  Daniel  and  John  ; 
the  former  resides  in  Wheatland.  The  wife  of  the  Rev.  Donald 
Mann,  the  mother  of  the  editor  of  the  Rochester  American,  was  his 
daughter.  The  surviving  sons  of  Duncan  A.  Cameron,  are :  —  Dr. 
Daniel  Cameron  of  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Hugh  Cameron,  a  lawver.  in 
Buffalo ;  Angus,  a  student  with  his  brother  in  Cleveland,  and  Dugald 
a  student  with  his  brother  in  Buflfalo. 

The  Rev.  Alexander  Denoon,  was  from  near  Inverness,  in  the 
north  of  Scotland;  educated  at  Aberdeen  and  Edinburgh.  Ho 
emigrated,  locating  first  amonrr  his  old  neighbors,  in  the  "  Inverness  " 
settlement  in  York,  but  soon  removing  to  what  is  now  Caledonia. 
"  He  was  not  licensed  to  preach  before  he  came  to  this  place,"  says 
a  cotemporary,  "vet  he  frequently  delivered  lectures  at  the  earnest 
request  of  some  pious  people  who  used  to  travel  ten  and  more  miles 
to  hear  him."  A  church  was  formed  by  the  Scotch  emigrants  in 
\vhat  is  now  Caledonia.  Wheatland  and'  York,  and  he  became  its 
minister.  The  first  elders  of  that  church  were :  —  Duncan  M'- 
Pherson,  Donald  M'  Kenzie,  John  Christie,  and  Donald  Anderson. 
Mr.  Denoon  put  his  church  under  the  care  of  the  Presbytery  of  Gen- 
eva, and  was  ordained  in  1807.  Previous  to  this  the  society  had 
built  a  church —  a  log,  or  block-house,  about  50  rods  south  of  the 
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able  faegiiioiiig  in  the  wmyof  cfaoram;  tthoar  dbefrxhn 
pabGc  wonUpg  (other  than  Brant's  cfanreh  at  Lcmanu  m 
Genesee  Rirer.  Ifr.  Denoon  was  the  fint  ofdained.  seclBi  i 
ter.  Settling  vpon  a  small  Gum,  eontenied  with  a  nsaS  sua 
ministered  to  the  efanrch  ontfl  Jnne;  1850^  s  period  of  v^ 
jean.  The  tear  that  wiB  "start  unbidden"  mml  mimA  -m 
^-Tfaeamof  age,"  on  the  fbrnmed  checfcsof  soiihtfLs'^.f  aa 
6ock,  is  his  best  edogr.  James,  Simon,  and  AlerxaBias  h 
of  CaMottia,  are  his  sons. 

A  dirision  of  this  Pioneer  chordi  occtmed  in  eniij  j<«n 
new  chnrch  was  oreanizeU  caBed  the  *"  Associnie  llc£n^ 
of  this,  the  Rer.  John  Campbel  became  Paster :  he  t^  m 
and  was  soccccded  br  Rer.  Mr.  M'Lwen.  The  new  cm 
taioed  the  boildinf^  and  in  n  few  jean  elected  a  ^vne: 
Mr.  Denooa  preached  in  priTate  hnoiei^  mti  hk  nocaetj  fra 
chorch  about  Ibor  miles  from  Caledonia,  in  1§<27. 

John  Cameron  was  the  first  meichant  in  CakdmsaL  Ai 
with  the  daughter  ofa  wealthy  lense  holder,  in  Scotsuid^  ^ 
was  opposed^  her  father — America  became  thttr'*'GffeC3a€ 
and  the  *^  Genesee  Coontrj"  their  fiml  destxaatk* ;  cis  < 
Dugaid  and  Charles  Cameron  baring  preeeeded  him 
as  wiO  hare  been  obserred.  He  enqeaced  at  fiat,  in  t!« 
bosinesB  with  Walter  Grieres  at  Genera,  but  as  earij  »  V 
mored  to  Caledonia.  He  added  to  the  mefrant3e  fcoKsesr  i 
aryl  a  farm.  DuriTig  the  rears  embracing  xhjt  -w^r.  ht  'zin 
qiushed  ih^  rnanszement  of  the  tarem,  la:  his  rv»*r>^>r.* 
hoase  wa.»  often  the  sto^.nq  plice  of  Gera.  G2i:j«-  S:  ir.  : 
BrowD.  and  other  leaders  in  the  war,  wfcea  fJib-llc  i:*2«iis  : 
the  capacity  to  accomodate  aa  who  were  on  tiKrir  TraT  - :  la 
the  Frontier.  He  died  in  1920.  learix;^  xhe  devoC5»:  Vl'e  ^^ 
Wif'-^^ed  hirr.  from  his  catire  iand,  the  zDorhsT  c-f  ei^ri*  ciiLr" 
r.:§  b-i*!r.e*«  aavr;  mach  ennb^rrassed-  She  aaaz»i  iii*  t: 
rr*^:-t  c:  ViVtm.  store  and  farm,  retriered  irje estate.  >--^'-' ■■>_-■ 
*w«i?V;ed  her  larre  faiTiar.  arid  acciifr.iijated  fi-raTl  «  ir^s:  i 
<^r5i'-.'>  ir.her'ance  of  prof-^rrtr,  aixl  a  tar  ncfatr  ctue.  th>»  i»:f 
a':::  !*^  of  a  Pioneer  Mother.  She  died  in  lSi9.  The  !*ir 
fo:.<,  ^re.  AriSus.  tow  of  Rochester ;  John  Grei^.  arif  Cnu 
Ca!*r*i-  -r-ia  :  Alexander,  of  Riga.  Daacrhurr^,  MrsfRicer:  Er 
Murr.y/rd.  Mrs.  Peter  Fortes  of  Barlir^zton.  Wisec^-sin  :  titi*  t 

S:rrjrriOr-j,   a   procniDect   lawyer  m  LHnoii,  ar>f  Mim 

nnmarned  dau^Titer.  residlikz  with  her  brother  hi.  Rrscian&rr. 

The  eariy  Sotch  settlers  in  Caiedocia  azkd  Wneatiarii  znt 
in  other  C'>Lr.eciior«  were :  —  Donaid  McKetLzfe.  TV^  *'■*  A^ 
the  McKertchers.  Alexander  3IcPher&c*n.  Jots  Ctiifce.  Jic 
Vean.  Peter  Ar.derviL  John  McDermiL  John  McPb**-r5«:c-  T 
Irria,  Wi-iiam  Tarlor.  John  M  Laren.  aiul  his  aocrs. 
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James  and  Peter,  Donald  McVean,  Duncan  McCall,  John  McKen- 
rie,  Ncal  Haggart.  Lachinn  and  Neal  McLean,  Peter  McArthur, 
Peter  and  James  M'Naughton,  (brothers  of  John,)  Peter  Campbell. 
John  McVean,  Malcolm  McLaren,  Alexander  Thompson,  John  A* 
McVean,  Finley  McPherson,  John  J.  Anderson,  Peter  Anderson, 
John  Anderson,  Peter  W.  McPherson,  Donald  Taylor,  Duncan  W. 
McPherson,  Wm.  McPherson,  John  Mclntyre,  (died  this  year,  at 
the  age  of  nearly  one  hundred  years ;)  another  John  Mclntyre, 
Peter  Farquarson,  (the  early  school  teacher,  was  killed  in  early 
vears,  by  the  fall  of  a  tree ;)  Collin  Gillis,  James  Sinclair,  Duncan 
McMartin,  Donald  Mcintosh,  and  others,  whose  names  arc  not 
recollected.  [The  McArthur  family  were  kinsmen  of  Gen.  McAr- 
ihur,  of  Ohio.] 

Sylvester  Brown,  was  an  early  merchant  of  Caledonia ;  had  been 
a  clerk  of  Luther  Cole,  in  Canandaigua.  Ileman  Norton  was  his 
early  partner,  at  Caledonia.  He  was  the  nephew  of  Comfort  Tyler. 
DCr*  See  page  124.  He  was  an  early  clerk  of  Livingston  county; 
emigrated  in  1822,  to  Michigan,  where  he  died  a  few  years  since ; 
John  Brown,  of  Livonia,  is  his  son.  [His  mother,  the  sister  of 
Conit'ort  Tyler,  resides  in  Caledonia,  with  her  son-in-law,  Gad 
Blakslev,  who  is  the  son  of  the  late  Col.  Blakeslev,  of  Avon,  and 
was  an  early  merchant  in  Caledonia ;  still  continuing  business  there. 
The  mother  of  Comfort  Tvler,  resided  in  Caledonia  for  several 
vears ;  died  in  Ohio,  among  her  descendants,  aged  nearly  one 
hundred  years.J 

Drs.  \Vm.  II.  Terry,  and  Peter  McPherson,  were  the  earliest 
physicians  in  Caledonia.  In  later  years,  Dr.  Wm.  A.  Townsend. 
now  a  successful  farmer,  near  Lockjx)rt,  resided  and  practiced  there. 

Willard  H.  Smith,  was  a  native  of  Chesterfield,  New-Hampshire,  a 
graduate  of  Williams*  College ;  studied  law  with  Bleeker  and  Sedg- 
wick, in  Albany.  In  1813,lie  located  at  Caledonia.  He  was  the 
first  lawver  there,  and  is  now  the  onlvone.  He  has  filled  the  oflSce 
of  First  Judge  of  Livingston,  and  maintained,  through  a  long  series 
of  years,  the  character  of  a  sound  lawyer,  and  good  citizen.  It 
was  at  rather  an  unpropitious  ])eriod,  that  the  then  young  lawyer, 
chose  a  village  west  of  the  Genesee  River,  as  his  residence,  and 
the  theatre  ot  his  professional  career.  It  was  in  the  darkest  period 
of  the  war  of  1812;  tlie  period  of  dismay,  alarm  and  flight.  The 
Land  Ofiice  at  Batavia,  had  been  moved  east  of  the  River ;  families 
from  all  parts  of  the  Holland  Purchase,  were  either  on  their  way 
east,  or  were  domic illed  under  hospitable  roofs,  a  little  removed  from 
the  theatre  of  immediate  danger.  Caledonia  village  had  then  but  a 
cluster  of  twelve  or  fourteen  families ;  a  village  plat  had  been  but 
recently  surveyed ;  but  having  a  store,  and  an  excellent  tavern ; 
situated  in  the  main  thoroughfare  of  all  of  peace  and  war  that  was 
transpiring  in  this  region ;  soldiers  marching  through  it,  or  tempo- 
rarily encamping  there;  refugees  from  tlie  frontier  temporarily 
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abfd  ine  there  ;  it  had  a  briik  and  lively  aspecL  Judze  Smith 
at  his  new  home  in  the  evening  of  ti\e  day  thac  BofiL?  -xia'zisrm. 
He  names  the  fact,  that  in  1914,  the  only  public  coc^ijiiu^  a 
that  then  main  thoroughfare,  was  a  tri- weekly  stace,  ai  lit  t«  i 
B^tavia :  and  from  there  to  Buffalo,  "  an  open  wa^o.  'Jia:  t« 
uher;ever  there  were  passensers." 

There  were  not  a.s  manv  diiBculties  encoantere«i  bv  •>..»  Pyrea 
at  Caledonia,  as  were  struggled  with  in  most  other  Io<i:L;i«  t=^  i 
the  river.  Their  land  was  mostiv  drv,  much  of  it  lct.lt  -^zirrs. 
well  adapted  to  earlv  wheat  crrowincr.  Thev  haii  *-oa  v-»rr  :i3fr 
ble  roads ;  and  when,  in  other  neijhhorho»>is-  the  a^rie  12*1  )rz 
prc'^-trated  the  new  settlers,  and  paralyzed  all  their  iz^rx^.  '^a 
th-rv  wou'iii  be  cornparativelvfree  from  iL  Overcoour^  Lwriirr 
dimculties.  ::ettir.:r  a  fxfthold.  encountering  a  few  ve-irs  of  •^sr»s 
scarcitv  ot  r-ro visions,  and  lack  or  team  work,  thev  5«»c  c«:c-rA*: 
all  hindrances :  their  lands  proriuced  them  a  surp-'Ls.  tha:  -o**:  -"> 
bled  them  to  f«ay  tor  them  upon  the  favorable  terms  Mr.  W„[.a.^:ja 
cave  them.  Then  the  new  settlements  west  of  theni.  tze  winpw 
the  frontier,  save  them  go«'xI  markets :  and  s-x-ri  rne  zr'<y,'^  ' 
their  lar:ze  wheat  fields  began  to  float  off  on  the  Erie  Cini  Ta 
"canny  Scot,"  frugal  and  self-denyincr  to  a  proverb,  ir.-ia  i 
increased  his  fields,  his  fl'X^ks  and  herds  :  no  where,  in  al*  ::: 
of  T-inexamj^'Ied  prosperity,  have  as  many  consLderabLe  esta:«  jiea 
accumulrited  by  the  tillers  of  the  soil. 

Tr.e  t'.'-.v.-i  ..f  C-iled-jr.ia.  at  f;r*:.  erubr'ici-z  ri!"  of  —h-i'  .=  "'•'• 
Ca". .- :  r.l-i.  Whev.iar.d.  Le  R'-y,  and  a  rir:  •.•:'  Y\:k.  -.vi«  -3."..:--^ 
i r;  1 S O'J .  T : .  •  fi  r  - 1  to  .vn  o.Ti' :e :^  '.ve  r-?  —  C  r. rls: : :  -.-r  r  Li  •  .r*-^ 
surerviso.-:  J*'-)  Pi-rrce.  tov.ri  clerk.  Oihe:  to.^-u  orBoer^  —  *--"r: 
Bites.  T i .•  Ti a ?  I r  .v ! r* .  A T;  i .'•e '.v  Wortm 'ir. .  Pr te r  .'^^ r. :lc 5r r  £  - '.-:•- 
nrv'=r:i.  l\*:er  Ar.i.-r-or:.  Jam^^^  Gar.?.:-.-.  H.ni-  Cr. ir. .>7r  ■..  ""-s 
D'vj::!:-^.  D.iniel  Du':ll.  Joirin  McLiren.  J.  h:;  Gir.s-c.  Jr.  •.  •'.'*- 
y  Kvr  D'vjin.  M^etir ,:  "  wis  he^  i  at  t.ie  h-' .1.^ «::'  J  ;•■-  r.\  1.: '  :rj 
I  .''1  r: !  i :  h e  •  ■  >  '.v  n  t h e  re  '.ve re  se  vr-  n  ro  i'  1  • : !  -  •  r i  v  ts .  t rie  !  >?  i : .  ■  *■  r, -s  ■ . '  «"  ■ "  * 
^^i!i  '.e  ::.  i.-^ite-i  f'y  r'.:  nnrrie*  of  the  y.-^r^-rn  :  —  J  -  -  •ji.*-  :.  ^" 
I-'^.riC  .S:r.:"ri.  J-'Kn  r'hr^^tie.  Peter  S^^r.-fvP.  Ji'^v^s  W.-*:  A.  -•'' 
W.  -rt  rr.  i  n.  He  r.  r  v  M  •. !  k  :  r, .  S  ■  x  h  u  r.  i .-  '.•■  id.  '.tn^  we  re  r  1 .  t^  : :  :-  '' 
e \* : -: :.-■.•-!  0 f  to w .^ .  a"". d  "  :'•:•  r  -.vo". f  ?c ':":<. "  S ! ■  ■  re  .': n  i  t a  v -r  .•;.  ■  - ic^ 
'.^  e  re  'j :  vr  n  :  n  1  ^lOS .  t  o  J  oh  n  C  a  rr  le  ron .  J  or.  a  a  c-  i  J  i  r.-.-rs  '.» i"--  *"- 
K.cr.  :ri  M.  Sto^iird.  Ge-'-rje  R.  Tiirnny.  Urine  So.!'.-..  A**.irSa.-= 
Is-icc  Soo'*.  Jar;.es  Tamr-iin.  Ster-hen  .Sr::w»r!i. 

r.  tr.e  iiZ'h-T  d:-r'-.-it!ori  of  his  "  Rvvrve."  Mr.  M:rr:---:"- 
W  il!;'-rr.  ^ir.  j  j;^^n  Wi.iiiik,  wh->  were  a  p-^.r. of  the  Dut:".  zrvrun 
of  th-^  Holiar.'i  Purch'^se.  f-ity  tho'js;^r.,i  acre-*.  s«.»uLn  of  m.:  h-.'C- 
ir;r  ^Kat  pr'i-r.  of  PKeirs  ar.d  Gorhim'«  Purchise.  ^e^:  : ^=^ 
G'-r.-C'.-  U.vrrr.  In  1^03.  the  survey  an i  saie  of  the  znc* '^'n 
n.erj'-.i  in  f.he  ri-rr.ry  of  Mr.  Eilicott.'  In  ISOI.  he  br^-i".:  .:  ■-" 
rf:ark-it.  arJ   its  settlement  commenced.     It  is  desi^nate'i  h  3^ 
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*  Forty  Thousand  Acre  Traot,"  and  is  embraced  in  the  towns  of 
Ifork  and  Caledonia. 

In  Fcbniar}',  1804,  Donald  McKenzie,  John  McKenzie,  Simon 
BVazer,  IX^nakl  Frazer,  John  Clunas,  and  John  Frazer,  who  had 
»inigrated  from  near  the  city  of  Inverness,  Scotland,  arrived  where 
:heir  countrymen  had  located  at  the  "Big  Spring/'  and  in  a  few 
srecks  had  concluded  to  settle  upon  the  Forty  Thousand  Acre  Tract, 
tiad  cleared  a  small  spot  in  the  forest,  and  erected  log  cabins ;  thus 
becoming  the  Pioneers  of  York.  This  was  in  anticipation  of  the 
Bale  of  the  tract,  which  commenced  soon  after.  Early  in  February, 
1806,  they  were  joined  by  their  countn'men,  Alexander  Frazer, 
Donald  Frazer,  Jr.,  Francis  McBean,  ancf,  the  afterwards.  Rev.  Al- 
exander Dcnoon,  the  last  of  whom  resided  there  two  years  before 
■ettling  in  Caledonia. 

Donald  D.  McKenzie,  of  York,  to  whom  the  author  is  indebted 
for  information  in  reference  to  the  early  history  of  the  town,  was 
with  hia  lather's  tamily,  a  youth,  in  this  early  advent.  He  observes : 
••  The  hardy  Pioneers  did  not  wait  to  erect  houses,  before  they 
moved  in.  They  built  tem|^K>rary  wigwams,  after  the  manner  of 
the  Indians ;  afterwards  substituting  log  houses.  Each  of  the  fami- 
lies brought  in  a  voke  of  oxen  and  two  cows,  with  their  calves.  Mv 
father  bought  his  oxen  in  Johnstown,  where  the  emigrants  had  spent 
most  of  the  winter.  I  have  heard  him  say  that  after  he  had  bought 
his  two  cows,  he  had  not  two  shillings  left";  he  had,  however,  before 
this,  bought  wheat  and  corn  enoi^h  to  last  his  family  until  harvest. 
Partially  clearing  small  patches  of  ground,  the  emigrants  raised  the 
first  season,  a  stinted  supply  of  com  and  potatoes ;  and  when  harvest 
came,  worked  in  the  older  settlements,  getting  each  a  bushel  of 
wheat  per  day,  as  they  were  good  reapers ;  some  of  the  females  of 
the  ditierent  families  participating  in  the  labor.  In  this  wav  wo 
manageil  to  get  along  until  the  next  harvest.  For  the  roofs  of  our 
houses,  we  had  the  bark  of  trees,  flayed  oflf  as  we  take  the  hides 
from  cattle.  We  could  not  get  any  lx)ards  for  floors  until  Mr. 
McKay  cot  his  saw-mill  done,  at  the  *  Big  Spring.'  '* 

A  small  party  of  the  emigrants  preced^  the  families,  and  upon  a 
spot  which  is  now  in  the  garden  enclosure  of  Donald  D.  McKenzie, 
cleared  away  the  underbrush,  and  felled  a  few  of  the  large  trees : 
thus  striking  the  first  blow  in  the  way  of  improvement  in  the  town 
of  York.  Kindling  a  large  (ire,  **to  keep  them  warm,  and  scare 
awav  wild  beasts,''  when  night  came,  thev  were  seated  around  it, 
singing  the  psalms  they  had  often  heard  on  the  hill  sides  of  Scotland. 
iheir  voices  echoing  in  the  dark  recesses  of  the  forest ;  the  light  of 
their  camp  fire  glimmering  among  the  tall  trees.  "  It  was  a  scene,'* 
says  one  of  the  survivors  of  the  party,  "and  an  occasion,  I  shall 
never  forget." 

Recurrmg  to  that  primitive  period,  the  hardships  and  endurances 
of  the  wilderness,  Mr.  McKenzie  pays  a  merited  tribute  to  the 


Seoldi  FfameerflMydien: — "FiwiJiMH, 
of  dieiD,  pslenial  1006  and  jondiAl 
iiuuiuf^  vuws— 'KiloiPBd  the  bmi  w 
ooeaD  tneky  Mid  witli  ihrai  entered  fhe 
aO  that  had  to  he  done  and 
the  niTfiyiM  finrof  those  beet  of 
letei^nce  ior  the  meoioriei  of 
labon  of  their  lueiid  imd  ciennihir  Ktcbl' 

Other  Seoteh  emieFUits  daui  thoae 
neighboilMMML  from  jeer  to  jnevv  VDt3  ther 
vucsaT  es  most  locelhies  me  cifcd  ia  unee  dbmL    k  mh 
Eft  of  umes  of  the  mrviron  of  then,  dbe  rrmdrr  val  wc 


hoodf  of -aD  Western  New-Yoi^  m  which  eo 
the  Fioneen  furrire :  a  fact,  perha]«,  to  be  atliibaaBd  i/t*%\ 
locatjon,  and  habits  condnciTe  to  health  aad  I  _ 
a  great  measoie,  natioiial  cfaancteriitica.  Tlie 
ScMch  enugruts  are: — John  Ghnas,  (msr  of  GnMoauL 
eidbtTTcnri;  Doodd  Fnaer,  aped  eefentr;  DomdiD.lId 
(tSoi^  a  jonior  Fioneert  is  faj  a  few  davi,  the  oUess  ns 
York;)  Archibald  GiOis.  aced  eigbtryean;  Dosiid  Fnn 
Dimcan  Grant;  Aoffos  McBean;  ICtibefft  TaBeaKK-:  li 
McKenzie,  widow  of  John  McKenoe ;  Mary  PssBer.  wi 
John  Fmer ;  Flora  Clonas.  Among  Ae  warrrrorv  <v  tta 
Scotch  PioDeen,  are: — Ralph  Brown.  Jofaa Rizsl  H.  W«;:i!i 
Alfred  Cc£in«. 

As  late  as  l^W.  eren  in  the  TaJley  of  the  Moi^.-awL.  «niin 
t}>e  Genesee  ccwttnr.  was  deemed  a  raA  adv*- tc^^  Tt» 
3Ir.  Hoosack.  of  Jolmst-own,  saSd  to  3f  r.  Dooa^d  MeR*qn:e 

:•£•>:•!*?*•! 

and  mr  a^Jrice  to  too  i«.  that  ▼<«  bor  Tcmrw-lf  a  fori  srv  l 

«  «  •  «     « 

wccid  in  tbe  rillaee  durinz  the  winter.  It  wiL  be  btr-*^  v.r  j: 
I'j  thrcrBT  Tc«irseir  awar  amccn?  ierockns  IrKJ^.aTS.  d^trrrrfc  a 
tjerr.;irjral  and  spiiiiaa]  comfort." 

EzekJel  Mc»rteT  and  JoKji  Moriey  bo3t  the  fi^c  lav- 
Y<*rk :  Welis  Fowler  and  A%  m.  Tavkc  ihe  firs?  «▼«  niii 
cesrli*!!.  RinT  We!ler  Iwiit  a  saw-mijh  Rsi]p4i  Brown  a  cr^.  n 
Bai>T  a  grist  mil 

Wejs  Fowler  was  tbe  foooder  of  tbe  <l«ari«SKnr  rarh! 
that  bears  his  name.     He  iocatod  there  in  1SI<5l  «x«:  ancr  1 


the  time  tbe  paitj  rf  Scotch  emncrants  to  which  be  tte 
t&jking  of  comins  west :  — *"  Yoa  seem  to  be  a  p»x«d  »■. 


S'.-.Ccl  K!S>3risn,**  »rjr:.  cid  :xai:c  ipxi  c/  's^idC  ^^7  m*T.m^  *la^ 
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office  was  established,  and  ho  was  appointed  post  master.     To 
locality  was  soon  added  : —  Eliakini  Wellen  Ira  Torrev. 


itcorob,  Wm.  Janes,  Wm.  Taylor ;  and  iu  the  immediate  vicinity, 
enry  Janes.     The  early,  and  still  practicing  physician  of  Fowler- 
vil)e«  Is  Dr.  Frederick  R.  Stickney. 

The  villnire  of  Spencer|K>rt,  on  the  Genesee  Valley  Canal,  was 
tarted  by  John  S()encer,  Alexander  Hubbs,  and  Alonzo  and  Amos 
^oiRrler. 
Ralpii  Brown,  an  Englishman,  was  the  Pioneer  at  York  Centre,  as 
as  1804 ;  and  so<->n  after,  or  in  early  years,  he  had  as  noiizh- 
John  and  \athan  Russ,  Timothv  Rice  and  Archibald  Kenned  v. 
■■  I  went  through  the  wools  K^^king  for  cattle,  in  the  summer  k.*\ 
1805 ;"  says  Mr.  Donald  D.  McKen/.ie.  **  Mr.  Brown  lived  in  a 
soiall  log  cabin,  and  was  '  monarch  of  all  he  surveyed,'  or  rati)er. 
mrith  his  family,  were  the  solitary  occupants.'*  David  McDoiuiKL 
an  old  resident  of  the  count v,  and  for  thirtv  vears  a  resident  of 
ITork,  is  a  merchant  at  i  ork  Centre. 

Wm.  Pennock,  was  added  to  the  settlement  in  1804.  or  '5.  loca- 
ting between  the  present  sites  of  York  Centre  ami  Fowlerville. 
He  removed  to  Ohio,  in  1827. 

The  town  of  York  was  erected,  from  Caledonia,  in  1819.  A 
Pioneer  sketch  of  it,  as  with  all  other  localities,  is  all  that  comes 
within  the  desiprn  of  this  work.  Its  entire  history  would  present  a 
career  of  rapid  process  in  agricultural  pros|X^rity  and  wealth : 
oonfinning  the  choice  of  the  Pioneers,  who  broke  into  its  forests 
when  there  was  nearly  all  the  territory  west  of  the  river  to  cIkk^sc 
from.  There  is.  probably,  not  an  equal  amount  of  territory  in  the 
world,  where  as  much  surplus  wheat  is  produced,  as  in  Caledonia. 
Wheatland  and  York. 

In  reminiscences  of  Donald  D.  McKenzie.  of  York,  from  which 
the  author  has  alreadv  extracteil  —  and  which,  it  is  to  be  ho|^d. 
will  he  given  to  the  pulJic  entire  —  there  is  a  brief  allusion  to  early 
men  and  early  times,  in  that  early  Pioneer  locality,  *•  llarironl,  * 
DOW  Avon :  — ''  There  were  there.  Judge  Hosmer,  and  his  six  or 
seven  sons,  all  honorable  men  and  good  citizens ;  the  four  entorpri- 
ring  brothers,  Benjamin.  John.  Joseph  and  Ira  Pierson :  Colonel 
Markham,  Jehiel  Kelsey,  Aaron  Williams,  Dr.  Narrainore,  Col. 
Lawrence.  Mrs.  Berrj'  and  her  excellent  tlaushters,  Messrs.  Rogers 
and  Gilbert,  the  earlv  tanners,  Messrs.  Wiard.  Knowles.  Gad  Wads- 
worth,  and  Job  Pierce ;  the  last  of  whom,  in  company  with  John 
Pierson,  had  a  store,  with  a  wide  range  of  customers.  Benjamin 
Pierson  was  keeping  a  tavern  in  E;ist  Avon,  where  the  weary 
traveler  always  found  a  good  resting  place,  and  a  friendly  hi>st. 
The  Hon.  Georire  Hosmer.  then  just  commencing  practice,  was 
^ving  an  earnest  of  a  brilliant  professional  career,  which  was  real- 
ized. There  was  a  gi>od  deal  of  social  intercourse  between  the 
older  settlers  of  Avon,  and  those  of  the  new  settlements  in  Caledo- 


.  I'urciiasers  in  that  p.Tii.r.  f.:  ::.■?  :.-.v:.  en.ir-c  : 
J;  lines  Wad5W«>rtii,  iri    J  SOI,  ar.i  •<:-•:.    rtver    — 
.Vmiel    Lindsey,  Solomon   Root,    Richsr-l  Cir-rlj. 
riK*iiias   White,  Siias  M'tcv,    Stii: :.:.•.:.    D  -rri.  >-: 
Saiimel  Rig;rs,  PhiLeas  Alien.     The  autr^or  a*:  is  :>•; 
n.uiies  of  Judge  Van  Fo^sen.  the  earlv  m\>r  a--:  ■: 
\\;is  recently,  (if  he  is  r.ot  no'.v)  a  surriT-.-r.  r-'.*:!-. 
Safduel  Pills,  a  son  of  the  found'? r  of  s^r.'.^rr.rrz.*    : 
cariy  tavern  keef^er  arrd  merchant ;    Dr.  ar.  iRer  J 
removed  to  Sheldon.  Wvomine  count v  ir.  ar.  e'.rv  •: 
meres,  Hovevs,  Hoideris;  and  this  deanin^  of  -c^r. 
many,  who  with  better  intomriation  "ivou.^:  hive  *•:•: 
Deacon  Gibbs,  the  father  of  the  late  Dr.  O.  E.  Gi'iV 
and  of  Leman  Gibbs  Esq.,  was  a  settler  in   L:v..: 
1S02. 

The  eariv  Pioneer  localities  —  the  germs  of  setri 
temlory,  of  Livingston,  are  generally  ind'-cate*-?  in  z-r-i 
First  of  our  race  in  all  the  valley  of  the  GeL€-s«?e.  v 
Mary  Jemison ;  and  next  'to  her  the  self  expathat-ni 
race  and  country-,   Ebenezer  Alien,  his  sister.  ar.i 
Chhstopher  Dugan.     Af'.er  the  aiiver.t  of  Ger*-  SuH:-: 
had  been  in  the  Border  Wars  of  ihe  Revolution,  h^: 
viting  lands  in  the  immediate  vaiiev  of  the  Geres^e  a 
—  tm  main  body  of  them  iroing  to  Canada.     Wnen  » 
menced  these  refugees  hari  rnerired  themcelv€:3  in  aL 
the  Senecas,  and  a  solitary,  isolated  one  was  iivir^  a 
Genesee  Hirer.    In  addition  to  these,  there  were  be: 
Indian  trader. 
Six  years  after  the  close  of  the  Revolution.  Cajt.  G 
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burgh.  In  1792,  he  had  extended  his  Northumberland  road  to  the 
Genesee  river,  and  emigrants,  (mostly  from  Pennsylvania,)  were 
dropping  into  what  is  now  Grovcland  and  Sparta ;  and  at  the  same 
time  the  Wadsworths  were  attracting  hardy  adventbrers  from  New 
England,  who  settled  in  what  is  now  Geneseo,  or  along  on  the  road 
to  Conesus.  In  1701,  Judge  Hosmer  commenced  a  settlement  at 
Avon;  a  solitary  settler  was  located  in  Livonia;  and  in  1702,  '3, 
the  Wadsivorths  hud  erected  a  mill  at  Conesufj,  and  a  few  settlors 
were  locating  there.  DCP  For  earlv  names  of  all  of  Livingston, 
and  the  west  towns  of  Ontario,  ancf  east  towns  of  Monroe,  see 
page  316. 

Settlement  was  slow  in  ascending  the  hills  that  rise  from  the  im- 
mediate vallev  of  the  Genesee  and  the  Canascra^ja,  in  Livincslon. 
The  ojxm  flats  were  more  inviting,  and  what  has  proved  a  false 
estimate  of  the  value  of  the  uplands,  prevailed  in  all  early  years. 
As  late  as  1812,  settlement  was  principally  confined  to  the  vallies, 
the  towns  on  the  main  BulFalo  road,  and  the  Canandaigua  and 
Geneseo  road. 


FARTHER  REMINISCEyCES  FROM  THE  CORRESPONDENCE   OF 

JAMES  WADSWORTH. 


In  glonning  for  tho  early  history  of  the  Genesee  countr}-,  there  is  little  of 
embodiin],  or  collatcil  matcrinljs  to  scne  our  i>iiqK»so.  It  is  in  ft\attervJ  fnig- 
xnents,  and  its  disjointed  use  Is  essential  to  a  just  appreciation  of  tho  r«.-al  cuii- 
dition  of  things  at  a  primitive  |»eriod.  The  reader  has  alreiuly  Uvn  onabloil 
to  get  glanees  of  the  i\>ininemvmi*nt  of  thin;^^  —  Ci»temix>rari'  evi*nts  —  by 
means  t»f  brief  extracts  fn-^m  Mr.  WaJsworth's  business  and  nx'ial  oorre>ji«.n- 
dence,  inserted  as  occasion  has  required.  A  farther  opportunity  will  U*  atfor- 
deil  in  wliat  follows :  — 
To  C«il.  James  Wadsworth,  Durliam :  — 

"  New  York,  April  ITOI.  New  York  abounds  in  papery  Imt  thoy  cnn- 
tiin  little  or  nothin*^  worth  roatlinu;  a  few  squills  at  Congress  A'c.  Tlie  cit- 
izens are  extremely  cliaijrine<l  at  Conim*!«  leavinjf  New  York.  Tho  Gov, 
savs  that  thev  have  danc<?«l  attendance  upon  Congress  al>out  one  year,  and 
incurred  a  debt  of  £•20,000." 

Tlie  same  to  the  same,  dated  Niagara,  U.  C,  Oct  1 792 : — **  The  Seneca 
Indians  arrived  liere  last  night,  with  the  pleasing  inti'llig^'uce  that  the  hostile 
Indians  hail  agreetl  upon  a  cessation  of  hostilities  till  a  treaty  can  be  heKi 
with  tho  I'nited  St.nti's.  Thvy  have  al^  determined  tliat  the  Ohio  River 
8h:dl  be  the  Umndar}'  line  Ix'tweon  them  and  the  white  people.  Thev  liavc 
callofl  in  their  scouting  parties  and  forbid  any  invasions  or  attacks  until  the 
tieaty  ia  held." 

The  same  to  the  leime,  dated  London,  1 797 :  —  "  Bank  of  England  stop- 
ped payment  —  every  thing  dlstrissed  —  ruin  of  thousands  antici])ated  — 
great  alarm  and  distn^  —  the  Bank,  the  Exchange  and  every  street  within 


648  noon  JXD  oonui^ 


A  Hili^  wen  civvdfld  wUi 

To  HflUuHd  Tcfij,  18€6 :— ««Tom 
knd  of  plai^ ■  UmnlflBed  wAmtam 
cat  off  auMMt  Inif  the  crop  of  com.    TIm 
tiie  bftj  m  the  eouatiy  €iri j  m  Mwh     Wi 
ftir  daj%  piigr  etb.)    The  famm  to  Imp  t 
ptDed  to  feed  oot  their  giMB  end  lOos  fomd 
«q^»ott  their  fimiiliek    It  k  cefeakled  thoK  there 
vcatern  ooantiee  of  thk  State  to  mapott  the  id 
here  bed  to  tain  cm  hi  osen  out  of  the  etelb  to  Mfe  tlie  gBHt  ibf 
inng.    TweotyfiHinljeemoiietDVBbit  week  jfplied  to  tike 
poor  lor  aMMtnee;  whole  lettknents  in  icmote 
one  to  MBst  them  nnist  ebendon  their  homee  in  p 

J.  W.tosomelnendsiDKewEmdendafiefinffto ^ 

Pnltner,  (R^a.)  fnr  their  fiumi  in  Hew Si^;hnid:  —  ••If  t£jd»nalH^ 
ooro^weihidl  hare  little  companaon  iar  them  if  tihej  hniw  te  ifiin 
mt  of  their  fires  in  picking  ijeoot  of  tfaerodbk* 

J.W.  to  Jod  Fool,  Esq,  1605:— ""aettkn  are  flocian|^  to  «fiw< 
qnartew,  and  onr  lands  are  mnch  more  mkaUe  theathe  £— a  wo 
ii^  lor  them  in  New  England.*' 

J.  W.  to  John  Hedop^  £s^  Geneta,  18a5>-«Thcvaai 
feet  rage  for  salt  springs  in  Braddod[?a  Baj  fowwhip;  oo 
ax  are  said  to  hare  been  dkoorered.    I  haro  deemeJ  il 
all  ssh^Mrings.^ 

[In  mOi,  Mr.  W.  wm  selling  lands  m  "^Pittston,*  «' 
a^ent  for  AValter  Briwne,  of  New  YorL    In  wiitzi^  to  his  pci&spa! 
rear, besars: — **MrnJksharebeeQlajge,at%4,50perncr«.    T^r 
are  indibtii'-iLS  pindenu  New  Engiaod  uinners»  who  will  ^^j  f  jt 

J.  W.  to  Robert  Troup,  1S06:  —  ^The  ioflax  of  scttlen  to  tl^se  v. 
counties  daring  the  Imt  leaaoo,  has  been  so  laig»%  that  I  am  apftfCMafn^  f 
a  great  Karcicr  of  f*rorisioD&.  Hanr  people  who  bare  oobk  c«  to  ««ri.  an 
>|>rini;  have  return^  because  money  will  wA  procure  pnyriaDOft.* 

Id  a  leu^  written  a  few  weeks  after,  be  asrs:  —  What  is  to  be  iot  via 
hu»lre>i»  of  £unilie«  that  bare  le»l  out  their  grain  U>  keep  their  asji  u*% 
Goii  onir  knows^  I  am  koding  small  mu»  dailr  to  enaUe  bmb  v-  r>  ^^' 
mard  an  i  buy  grain.  There  is  noc  bread  enon^  in  the  cosntka  of  Gea^.  ^ 
Ontario  Vy  support  the  inbabitams  antQ  barresL     I  am  afiaad,  ax  sii  w-^     ~ 

[In  H<j<^  Mr.  Waiiswonh  was  actirelr  endearoriag  to  proBMSe  is^ 
ceai  of  a  p-.-tzti*jn  (or  the  enecckm  of  a  new  eomity,  which  wat  to  « 
m«.»t  if(  the  i^mvtii  o^unt J  of  Monroe  and  Liringston,  and  a  pmt  of  Wy 
the  O'unty  tiu:  at  Avi>n,'wbere  he  laiif,  ^'$2000  has  been  snlMO&ed 
the  ett^on  of  a  Court  Uoufl&"] 


P.  jL  GioeraL  *4ing  f*  a  p<:«t  office  at  Geneseo  and  a     ^. 

andv^TU  Of  Hanf  nl,  (\\  en,)  the  re«:ipts  of  the  offieeto  be  tl^ 
pat  fiY  bis  seniosk     The  nE<ia«st  wai  gzanfie^  and  WHfiaa  IL 
appr.ixu*/d  P.  M.     PrvT>:ias  to  tbau  letseis  were  aent  to  C 
AroB  by  private  expresi^] 
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J,  W.  to  Rolvrt  Tk»uj\  ISO: :  —  "  I^sind  sa]e»  are  JulL  What  is  to  bo 
done  f  It  is  a  fait,  that  tlie  iniinen:^^  territorial  pix^perty  of  Lady  Bath.  in>v. 
Honil>T,  and  tlio  HoILuid  Company,  are  at  pivsent  vast  uDpnxluctive  w:kstes 
sabji\^  to  «(>me  dopKslations  nt>  inivmutlorable  taxi^s  and  are  not  risin*;  a 
ocBl  in  valih*.**  [In  tiiis  Ivttor  Mr.  Wailswonh  depTwati>ji  tho  lone:  onvlita 
civen  by  Mr.  Elliivtt;  antioi]vitos  tmubK*  to  lon-iini  pn^prit-ti^is;  foreshoilows 
what  has  ha]^]x'ni^i  in  lattor  yt':us.  nulhHoation  and  anti-n-ntisin.] 

Si^nio  of  I  ho  o.irly  ontcrpris^-s  nf  Mr.  W'adsworlh  aro  mnicc^i  in  ininie^liate 
conn«.vtion  inith  him  .and  hl<  brother  Wjlham  in  the  Uxlyof  tho  work. 
Whtn  ho  h.itl  obtaimsl  pi>**»^ion  of  a  brv>ad  domain,  ihi  the  nob.  :i'hi\i:d 
lands  of  the  immediate  valli'V  of  the  (u-m-sei\  .*md  iijH>n  the  a.ljoinin^iip  l.mds; 
ikvply  intensii»»l  in  the  pntsp*  riiy  of  the  now  setih-mfms  that  wore  jr«^ir.^  on 
miv^untl  him:  all  liis  enonjits  w^-n*  bri>u:;ht  t<>biar  u}v^n  what  was  m-.-s!  hkoly 
ti"^  K-not\t  himsi-lf  and  the  n-jion  with  whioh  his  interest*  had  Kwme  so  cKv>elv 

• 

blcnd^\l.  Tlie  in\>winir  of  jrniin  for  a  distant  market,  with  the  flurtuation* 
and  ivm  menial  rest  notion »  it  had  to  enoounier  if  s^vkinj  a  market  iip'n  the 
St.  Lawnn.v:  itsexjvnsive  and  taixiy  trans|\>rt.'rtion  if  sei'kinpr  the  Rilnmore 
market.  vi;i.  the  waters  of  the  Siis<piehannah ;  h.-ul  a  duseouraijrinir  :is|Hx*t 
Varit»us  exiwlionis  wore  T«k>rted  to.  Tlh?  pnxiuetii'n  of  toK-uvo  was  one  of 
them:  homj\  another.  In  ISOii  he  wreto  to  Mr.  Troup.  th.-\t  he  and  his 
l»f\<lior  William  had  Uxoi  ensyaj^vl  in  hemp  raisin;;  s^^veral  year?:  Ui.it  ihoj 
had  iH'irnn  bv  st^win;;  six  aore^  and  h:ui  inorease^l  the  busintsu  to  the  amount 
of  one  hundred  .vres.  The  pnxhut  haii  Kvn  a*  hiirh  :»  10,000  ix^mids  per 
aery*:  iho  averaj^?  alxnit  S.OOO  piv.intls.  He  estimale^l  that  ihtMx*  were  iUl,- 
000  .vr<^  of  lu-msiv  Khits  iitlapt*«d  to  lu'mpcul'.ure.  The  bre^siinjrof  mnlea 
to  a  rt-nMieral'le  extent  was  an  early  i-nt^q^rise  of  his:  the  cnizinij  of  oaltlo 
for  the  Pliiladrlphia  and  Rnhimore  m:irkel5»  and  liairx'ini^  to  a  cv.«sidtrable 
estont*  slu\\^HKH^. 

In  1S07.  hi*  kinsm.in.  Wt». Iw on h  W.-ulswortli,  wt-nt  on  his  aiwunt  to 
Marxian  i  .nnd  Vir^uia  with  a  dre^e  of  horses  .ind  muKw.  Ho  wn.^:e  to  him : 
••Fin-liMit  all  alvut  future  pnx]>vts  if  sale  i>f  horses  and  muK-s  in  Mainland 
and  Vir^nia.  Esjxvwlly,  visit  Mt.  Vernon,  and  Uike  oare  to  si»o  tl;o  SjMiiish 
and  M.'iltese  ,l:kks.  and  Sj\-mi>h  and  Ivikewell  shtvp  on  Jud^o  Washinj::«^n's 
{dant^tiion.    £ni|iiire  aK^ut  jh  ach  oroharvls  and  |\'saoh  brandy,  the  prefits.  <i:c,** 


The  territorx-  ombracoil  in  tlw*  present  town  of  Xiinda.  and  a  part 
of  Mount  Morris,  usually  called  the  Tuscarora  Ti^ct.  lx»came  in 
early  years  the  property  of  Luke  Tienian,  of  Baltimore.  It  xvas  late 
in  cominc  into  m.irket  for  siMtleinent.  Six>n  at'ter  ISOO,  however, 
the  opi*n  flats  alone  the  Kishatjua.  that  the  Indians  had  cultivated, 
attracted  si]uatters  :  practical  "vote  yourself  a  fami,"  adventurers. 
They  were  hunters,  trappers,  .ind  llshers  ;  an  acre  of  cleartHl  ground 
and  a  cabin,  was  for  them,  "  heritasre  enoueh."  The  proprietor 
sent  an  aprent  to  reside  ujx>n  his  properly  and  protect  it,  a  Mr. 
M'Sweenv.  xvho  was  little  uised  to  the  kind*  of  men  he  had  to  deal 


widi,  to  wlnt  Mr.  Bsaeraft  cab  diB  "  fieedoa  of 

Anmw  Aem  was  a  JoKph  D^m,  who  y  ■»■  Jj  defajrf  J  fc 

aoiti  for  trespaM  die  i^ent  ioftitBlwl,  and  ocvv  mm  Hadb  indb 

and  TezatioiL    Hewasdie 'KgTlmider,  afia 

Insdi^.    When  die  tract  was  open  for  aale,  ani  _ 

to  crowd  upon  the  dwefleis  m  the  ralqr  of  the 

mored  oflC  moidjr  down  the  Alkganr,  to  find  nana 

aribere  land  was  leaf  incombered  witti  paper  tifka. 

In  ]8Wor21,  the  Hon.  Charles  Carrol  aamt  j^ 
adeL    Soow  of  the  earliest  permanent  aetdenwnese: — 
Wibon,  was  frit  P.  IL9  a  merchant  aiid  fimn 
citizen  of  FnmsrlTania ; -—^^  Sherwood, 

Swain,  Elijah  Bennett, Bichardaon,  (an  eailf 

William  and  Jacob  Deroo. 

Judge  Carrol  became  the  proprietor  of  tl 
Nonda,  and  laid  out  a  TiDage  in  1824  or  '& 
were  earlj  merchants ;  James  Heath  opened  a  pohEe 
Grorer  was  an  earhr  merchant;  Drs.  Wright 
physicians.    Wm»  Hammond  was  an  carlj  citi 

in  1816  or '17,  as  sab^ttent  under  Mr.  Gtml  CoL  George  ^ 
asonoTDr.  Williams 01  Canandaigna,  (iD^aBe p^^ int) 
a  resident  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Fortage^  and  aaka  aai 
ment  commenced.  The  firrt  settlers  were : —  Fimsiwi  and  ikmk 
Adams,  Enoch  Hallidajr,  Waher  Bennett,  Nalhawl  B.  JfiMn 
RusseD  Slessenger,  (who  gare  the  name  to  Hcsaeiicer  H«low.  kn 
location.)  Eiias  Hill,  Asael  Fitch,  (who  has  been  a  niaeistnae  «r  nr 
town  and  raember  of  the  State  Lecrislature.)  Ephnim  Kins^fr.  S^ 

moD  Williams, Gavhart,  Georae  Wilmcr,  Stephen  S^xaee- 

Willis  Robinson,  Allen  Miller,  ETias  Moses.  (&d»er  of  Dr.'ES^ 
D.  and  Schuyler  Moses  of  Rochester,  and  Manms  Mooes  of  Lsei- 
port)  Horace  Miller,  Thomas  Alcott,  Joseph  Bennett,  T&^^  T 
Bennett,  Benjamin  Fordyce,  Hortoo  Fordyce,  Reuben  Weed.  Ctrm 
Alien,  Wm.  Dake,  Nathaniel  Coe,  Charles  Coe ;  the  last  of  vaon. 
was  a  representaUTe  in  Assembly  from  Alleeanr,  acd 
from  Livingston ;  a  merchant  in  Messenger  s  doOow 
and  is  now  L*.  S.  mail  agent  for  Oregon. 

In  1S17  or  '18,  Sanford  Hunt  Esq.,  who  had  been  a  n^ff^^^-f  s 
one  of  the  coimties  opon  the  Hudson,  emigrated  to  Porta^ 
in  what  has  since  been  known  as  Honfs  Hollow.     He  had 

the  then  new  region,  with  a  large  family,  after  bosiDeas  1 . 

which  had  left  him  little  hot  a  manly  fortitude  and  spirit  of  pesv^ 
verance,  to  rely  upon.  He  ensraged  in  farming;  merchandaxac  m^ 
small  way,  (his  goods  principally  obtained  in  Geneseo)  erected 
an  ashery ;  was  a  TaluaUe  acquisition  to  the  new  comtij 
triered  his  broken  fortanes ;  and  what  was  a  moral  triunnihr< 

more  consequence,  reared  and  educated  a  family  of  sons  and  4i 

ten  who  hare  proved  worthy  of  such  a  lather,  (and  aach  a  auAwa 
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might  well  be  added.)  He  died  bat  a  few  rears  since.*  His  sur- 
viving sons,  are  Samuel  and  Horace  Hunt  of  Hunt's  Hollow ; 
Washington  Hunt,  the  present  GoTcmor  of  this  Slate  :  John  Hunt, 
recently  if  not  now.  of  New  York  ;  and  a  younger  brother,  who  has 
been  educated  at  West  Point. 

Washington  Hunt,  after  obtaining  the  rudiments  of  education 
which  the  primitive  school  of  the  neighborhooil  atTorded.  was  an 
early  student  of  the  Academy  at  Geneseo,  paying  for  his  K^ard  bv 
his  mornini;  and  evening  services.  Entering  the  store  of  Bisse'l  S^ 
Olmsted,  ot  Geneseo,  as  a  clerk,  he  accompanied  the  senior  p.ar.ner 
to  L-X'kport.  where  he  was  his  book  keeper,  ami  at  the  same  time, 
had  the  principal  charge  of  the  village  Post  Office.  In  IS-JO  he 
entered  the  office  of  Lott  Clark  Esq..  as  a  law  student,  and  ;i5  his 
clerk  ;  Mr.  Clark  being  then  the  agent  of  the  Albany  company, 
who  were  the  pn^prietors  of  large  tracts  of  wild  land  in  Xia^;ira, 
Orleans  and  Erie  counties.  In  company  with  his  fothor-in-law, 
Henry  Walbridge.  he  purchased  the  unsoM  lands  of  the  Albany 
company,  and  under  their  auspices  larije  tracts  were  sold  and  set- 
tled. Commencing  with  the  office  ofTirst  Judge  of  Niaijara.  he 
has  been  the  Representative  in  Congress  of  Niagara  and  Orleans, 
the  Comptroller  o(  the  State,  and  is  now  its  Governor.  He  is  yet 
but  a  little  over  forty  years  of  age. 

[From  some  earlv  names  in  Groveland,  in  preceding  portions  of 
the  work,  the  Begole  family  should  not  have  been  omitted.  Wm. 
R.  BeiTole  had  been  the  neighbor  of  Messrs.  Rochester,  Carrols  and 
and  Fitzhughs.  at  H:igerstown,  Md.  In  1S06,  he  emigrated  and 
settled  at  tfie  Hermitage  in  Groveland.  He  died  in  IStlO.  His 
son.  Thomas  Begole,  had  preceded  him.  and  was  the  local  agent 
of  the  gentlemen  above  named,  having  the  care  of  their  lan-ls.  in- 
cluding the  "  Hundred  Acre  Tract."  at  the  Falls  of  the  Genesee. 
He  was  an  early  magistrate  in  Groveland.  and  in  company  with 
Dr.  Tannahill,  engaged  in  a  large  distillery.  He  sliil  survives,  a 
resident  near  Dansville.  Two  other  sons,  Benjamin  and  William 
Be-jole,  reside  m  Mount  Morris.  They  were  of  the  volunteers  in 
Cv*j.  Swii't's  Regiment,  in  the  war  of  ISPi.  A  fourth  si-^n.  Samuel 
Beirole.  was  an  early  tavern  keeper  at  the  Hermitage  ;  now  resides 
in  Michigan.  A  daughter  became  the  wile  of  Robert  Shadders, 
the  father  of  Dr.  Robert  Shadders,  of  Rochester;  another,  the  wife 
of  Jacob  Oman,  of  Clarendon.  Orleans  county.] 


*  Pluref  of  bioi^TspSiT  could  cot  Wtt«r  u!us:n:o  :ho  amiible  charsftcr  of  the  Kick- 
vco^iV  xcervban:.  than  d<tw  a  hrH*f  a&«cdo!e.  wLJcb  oce  of  hb  earir  neix:tiS^r«  re!it««i 
to  the  antbor.  Situnc  id  hi^i  csor>^  etj-.tTioff  his  ripe,  vhl  a  social  cxxiTer»t30Q  vith 
ome  fhtodft.  a  poor  irooiaii  ertereJ  Vlth  a  half  V.:shcl  of  a^ea.    He  took  Tht^  a«hesi^ 


carried  thea  *omo  distino^f  to  the  asheTT.  nrturned.  and  ^rare  the  vomas  their  ralje.  (a 
«irpen<>t\>:r.  !t«.  After  the  voroan  hi  i  rp:in^J  the  taaallneM  of  the  Transa.'tion  became 
a  «-jhf->rt  of  nnna*k.  -  It  wo-jH  hanilr  par  the  trooWe.**  niJ  ht\  "  but  the  i»oor 
vomaa  brou^t  all  the  had,  aad  it  wooU*  uvy  ben  ooel  to  haw  dephv^  ber  of  her 
cup  of  ;ea** 


662  PHELPS  A3a>  GORHAX^S  FTBCHASB. 

OOJrriXCATIO?!    of    PIOXEEE    EVE5T3  I?r    WHAT    IS    STOW    ALLKl! 


The  Pioneer-?  in  all  the  territory  now  en:ibraced  in  the  r-:^.'^  • 
Allegany,  were :  — Rev.  Andrew  Gray.  Jr»«rph  A.  Ratr/'T'n::.  M';:v.r-» 
McHenW,  and  Jo«ej»h  Coleman,  in  Middle  A'alley.  in  •..'jS  ::-^  ■' 
Almond, "in  1790.  In  1797,  Capt.  Henry  McHer.Vy.  Ma  -r  M.s« 
Van  Camfpen,  Samuel  Van  Cam7»en.  Obadiah  Ayer?.  \Vr..  'inl- 
and Mr. Vandermark.  located  in  South,  or  McHer.r7  Vi  -- 

in  the  same  town.  Srieakins  of  '.he  e^irlv  a»irer.t  of  E'l-?-  0-' 
and  those  who  accompanied  him.  a  correspondent  of  t*^.-*  i. —  ■ 
obf?erves:  —  "The  families  went  into  the  wiideme?*  ^•*^  ."r  '. -- 
wa5  a  tenement  erected  :  sleeping  upon  the  zrour.d.  ur.'.'..  '.  •r-'-'-i-r- 
were  raided  and  covered  v^-ith  'shakes.'  Darinr  the  r^'r":'.-  '.'-; 
were  serenaded  by  the  howl  of  wolve?.  with  an  occi^-TCi!  k--:>- 
of  the  panther,  as  an  interlude.  The  timid  deer  wouli  i::r.i"". 
and  gaze  upon  the  new  corners,  as  it  determir-in? -^h^v-r  '■•*7 
were  friends  or  enemies :  it  was  not  uncommon  to  see  a  !..•.:"  i.zri 
of  them  quietly  feedi:;^  with  the  cattle."  The  emijrrar.t*  -^rt ::~ 
Wyoming,  and  Fishing  Creek.  Pa.  Their  5eciude»i  ri^i  t*«l- 
setiiements,  were  arK»ut  three  niiles  apart :  to  acco:r..Ti-"-ii:T  :•.**  : 
sch«>.;!  house  wa-?  e.'*ected  ni;-iw:iv  between  them  —  'he  fir?:  er-"i-: 

• 

in  Ailezany:  the  primitive  sch-xJ  master,  o^e  *'*(  ihe.r  :.--:-•:• 
Josey.'h  A.  Ilathbun.  the  father  of  L.  S.  Rath  bun.  £-=•:  .  •--:  A'.    :■- 
Mr.  Gr-iv  « y.n  uy^-Afyi  a  churc?;.  preichir..'  ci'.terr:'.*-  v  .'.  *■- 
settle  me r.t*,  ihv'i'jf.  his  ir/v-rs  S'.-.-ri  exrer.dri  :>  r..  -:  -t"  *    -  '- 
5eiv-;:rjer-S  in  a!!  t!:u-  r-.-jiori.*     The  -ethers  hvi  :'-.-  .-   .  ■  -  -   . :  ' 
mrike  ff'-rn  H'rn-:^*-.;..^.  Ti'lri  r.'j  •*•>.'  r.v  Ir.  iiir;  :r-  .-.      !*->   '.'* 
of  s'lwe'i  iur'ih'^r.  -he  r  f1»  »r«  an'i  d'ors  v.\-re  n'.'iie  •: :   •'    ' 
wr*»i.  cr  a*M  :  r-^'fi?.  •:\:'ri  !-r.j  shir.j'-r'.  f^:vr:e:?  wi'h  :    — -?      "•  -^ 
litt*.-*  :rra:n  wa*  rai-e  i  in  ail  ''.e  eir!v  ve-ir* :  co:.*-  ::-:•■   *      r-  - 
tier?  were  de>-r::en:  'ir-^n  '^•i  ier  ar. :  •:  *'.;^:   5r".-.  •--:.*•  •"  :        - 
bre-ii.     In  J707.  two  'r  'i^Kei-  of  wii-^i'.  c  -t  Mr.  R-i".    ;•.  -^      .-   ' 
of  U-rty  !!ii;<^5.   f  .--jr  I-  -ir*.   t::ree  div?  Vfjre  ^'f  K.rri^'r.f   i'l   :r  _' 
and  ri  r:ii:.y  nijh*  in  tr.e  w*.. !-.  arM-ng  *rj-  wr.'.vr?.  ir-.  :-.r  '"."J:  ' 
T h**  Pr- r. n sy '. v ar. i 'tr.  =  wer**  z^ 'od  Kur. ■  e r«.  a v  1  •  :.ey  r.r. ii -.-  .r t . -  -  -. : ■  : 
the  f'»r«t  in  th'*  w.-iv  '^.f  r^o:h  :■>'.•!  ^r:d  cl-'hing. 

A'vj'i!  the  vvir  ISt'iO.  S*r:'r.er.  M  •   -r.  W.j]:-::  K  ;v.  J  -^r"     ?v    " 
Silas   t\-rrv,  t  .■.'  IV-wrv )  SiTiUe!  K.l^.^  e.'.iiirriitei    :r  • ..    L-— ■  '  - 


.  -  —  fc-  - 


•  M-.  Grij  :,-  \  • — :.  ^  *,  !  :...r  Ir.  *:.*  ?#:.*-•'-  it-lt.     H«e  r^ -:.«■:  -Lr  li 
Prr.f.'-w-  r  '»V.l-if.:..    f  • "  .1 ,:-    .-,  .    .1,  _•- .  •!,..;::.  r.*^*>  -*rj">i  ...ij^-i.  :  -  -.»--.,_  r. . 

I  ■  •  .  ■  •  w 

CSl.!' J.  aki.  *  ■  ..  •     *  ?*«   w  •    ..«fe.  .r«.-     *  i_M   -^-   ..^    ••-*•.'--•  ^  '-•     .'-  •  c  ^       >  —    .  _■:       .    . 
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cour.iy.  Pa.,  locatinp  in  MiJdie,  or  Karr's  Vallev :  and  they  were 
s^v^n  ioine^l  bv  GxH>rct*  I-rCvkhArt  and  Boni.imin  Van  Canv,'»en.  In 
ISO^T.  and  '5^  a  sonlomeni  was  commenced  in  ihe  North  Va'.ley 
of  said  toi\nshij\  by  S^U^mon  lV>ud.  Benajah  Hays,  Eiihu  Knicb:. 

Johri  Br\>\vn.  Lewis  MotTatt.  Miles  Oakley,  and Jones,  on::- 

grnr.Ts  froni  Sheshoquin  and  Towanda.  Pa, 

E;ir;y  settlers  in  Alfred:  —  Clark  Cnindail.  David  Siillman.  AW 
Rur,iiok.  Nathan  Green.  Samuel  Tliatoher.  Samuel  Russell.  Or. 
John  R.  iVliins,  In  A:;dover ; — Thaddons  Baker,  ^surveyor.^  Luther 
Siror.i:.  E:i>ih  Hunt.  A'.}heu>  Baker.  Philemon  l*ee.  David  J.  ILile 
a:";d  John  Russe'l.  In  IndejxMidotiee :  —  J v^hn  Teater.  1\ ler Teaier. 
Jisep'.irory.  Samuel  White,  and  J,  X.  Hasklns. 

In  a-i  the  eastern  jwtion  of  Aileirany.  settlenients  were  tardy 
after  the  few  first  ones  had  been  commenood  under  the  auspices  of 
Mr.  W-.r.iair.son:  as  was  the  c.aso  in  the  ad^viiinc  jvriion  of  Sieu- 
'ivn.  Between  the  hist  towns  name.!  in  Ailejar.v.  and  the  Ciiurch 
Trac:.  there  were  tracts  of  Morris  Reserve  wnich  were  kev:  o;:i  01 
n"i,irke:  fv\-  many  years  —  the  princijxai  one  no:  hAvinir  been  o-.vned 
for  s,i.'.e  until  ISUl  and  others  of  xhem  no:  until  ]ater  'jvrii\i>. 

h\  a  rreooiiinc  jwtion  of  the  work  —  in  cor.nection  with  the 
aivoi.t  of  Judi;e  Church  —  li.e  reader  will  have  noticed  s.-^me  ac- 
count of  tne  commencement  ot  settlement  at  Ai^elico,  and  Irief 
a"usi»^r.s  to  other  livalities  on  the  Morris  Reserve. 

Th;>so  A\hose  names  follow,  wen?  resider.ts  of  the  town  of  Ar.pel- 
ica.    ;::  tlio  vear  ISOS. 

J.^^r  Ayrr*  Jo>ir.  G:V«.^Ti  Win.  rcoK* 

A^V:.rr.:  Ha^rr  N.siivA'^:**'.  v» . svi5r>ot\i  Ism."  Rais. l 

R.  V-1  R-  At-  ,U  H.:I         '  A-* *.  K..^ 

JiV:.-  iVrv.::  TiTr>:Vv  Hjrio  ln^^r4^■  Ktrtrvk 

J .  'LT.  R J  r.  r.i  1^  J . tLr.  S.  H  r.i^  J& :. .  w  R* -nv  K^£ 

AH>>ji  C.'>  Wr*v  li^vd.-.'r.  EJ«T;r.i  Ki^v 

Ji>\t;  0. '.f  P.'v:i  }\fx  :.-:!  T'tSA"^  Kijrc* 

K Arr  T  1  >i-.  :*  Am;  : . . '. :  S: •  j  J . :  :i  R  vx  r* 

A lexir . :  i  •  1"^*'- rrvrPt"*- :  J  •>. r  *»  r.  S " , ■.:  V* J  S. : .  r.-  '  T "t-.-j 

AncwC'.:*  l>».::rWDoat  J«vph  KrirK:  51  .^ia^  V»-  Oat  :vr. 

V  K" :  or  r>. :  •  v  1  J* e^exih  k iv^A  Jr.  Sarr. -,: 1 1  V »:,  C* »r  iv^ 

Ei«  :■.  r.  •  l^i  .,i ;  J  ac^-  Ms^r..  :r.^  S^>  I  *  :£:  j*  R  -jsaK  '.*. ' 

Pi\i?  IV'WT.'.r^  RsriiTr.  V.:r*.'T:  Fv.r:  Vji-  W-.-.V^.-- 

X1%S«     *     .k(  «'-*•...    m*l:»li   .i-l^  k^.t.Oal.        **.!..       te.  •    . 

John  r.-wr.,An  Si<^phrti  K  Nifhol*  S;l»  Kr.i^: 

The  earlv  merchant  in  Angi^lica.  Vici^M-  Fhipont,  was  tin*  son  of 
Dupont  de  ^femourss  a  name  intimately  Mended  in  the  hists-r}-  of 


Xi"«TK. — TKf  anTbiV**  ir.f >nBu:l  «krf  aothinir  of  a  Pi.uMvr  H"  \hf  XMOtc  oz  V>\  ^f,  is 
Awi^wr.  J.^n  Kir.c.  of  0<7WtovT).  Fa.  Mr*  thai  is  IT^.^  and  I'^tX).  thrir  t:<«?x>: 
aei^K-tn  vcsv  as  '  DrkeV  flc-niciMsL  is  Andonrr.**  Jodcv  t^.'iinrh  fnmk»  of  *-  Mr. 
Drkc;  a  AaUtvy  MtUer.  vb»  cctcupifld  libe  ftinuMini  part  of 'cmLBCuvu^  m  IdOL 
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z  X  T.v- 


»:i.     The  son  hid  \.-e-:n  a  rr.*rchir.'.   : 
_    .    _:-;ica  in  ^r'lr'.y  j'-.-'irs.  he  joirie-i  r*!*  br>*r.^r  !■:  •..- 
.  .  .-.  irrr  Ti".  W.iTiir.j:  'n.  ir.  Dv.i-.vare.     Or.  -  ::"  :  = 

.ii<:':r  in  our  Xavv.     Th-*  Diutrerr.or.:.?.  ^  i.-.v  :iTtr- 

I  va  ■■  **|  *  *  pax 

.   ::  vcUiiir.x  u  .\:.'jf:.:c%  5'...;  ?urv -Te.  ar. :  r-^.  z-t  v.  -:r 
■I  '••»[!:, ect»:d  w.lh  the  [.-.--.vJer  rriir.uf^iCMr}"  n:  W  --. 
.    ■  •;r.--;if'r]^l-:rit  of  tri-:  riT.r. or":^.  '.'.hv  bjcsn.-  ?,  r-r-  :-":  ' 
.     :j  l-^-JO.  Th'i*  '!r-':r!rj--:5  i:?  !:.-ri  c ir. :!•.:-::; . —    T- 

::  ■  •:,:!  u'/.  -••.vi:  I  y..-'irs.     For  a  c-".r.=i  ier  i":-.e  ;  ^r!  • :  .  -:  - 1: ". 

.    .  J.  >:.•-.  rj.i^ir.;;  lav'-rri  kefrpir;;  l^critiv-i. 'i^.i  i:r:r:.".r  i 
.    ;.iV  ^.i::!i:!  ^rov:-!v:.5  tr.f  co.ir.:v  h.i  :o  «:  .r-.      ;j,:   • 

.  •  i  •  • 

■  I  #--*^' ■    '."tr'   -■I'l   'i--  frv  I'jr*    rii'-*"  ^'i""!"  '.v-'^"*  s>  t."'-*       t" 
ii    ■•  '    !•  ■.••&1-;;  ,-,•    ?Ti**i'*  ■    a    lrr*"'*'i    r   I'w*   v."**    '■•"'*"  ■ ."  -    •  ■ 

ni^^\  ":::.'•  ^-'^j:  orir'i  th^r-:r -vvre   but  s::ntei   ;m;r 'V--- ?-.- 
rM.!'.»^i  '.v/.:!  i-.q  or  hrush  fer.ce^.     The  '.v.-i'/e  r-rr  ■.-.  '.:. 

.i;«:  •:  ir::.C':.  ri.s  arr/  that  I  ever  Li-heiJ :  and  ve:  a  :..i    r.v 
III.':  i'-.  .'.rir.'.'s  '.vere  of  the  "rijht  sort;"'  a  crxxi  2>&c!r:-*ei.  .f  v.: 

\.     .,.      .-      ••,.-.•:••      ••  .-•■■     r".     .- 1     ri'     '■     I     V       -■ -.-      ■•.--=         —      • 

.1).       ^  ..•*•  ■A.J^.A  >••,.■•  .«>-«A  ■*.«  ..«  "--'^  '^  ^.  • 

-      •  .        ■  T         ■  1  ' 

till      ».•"■,*       ".■■         ••-••  !•'-.    <•■-/■.  .•"•••r      ,"■_"«      •!■.•        ■-— --       •- 

•ir    '  .'1   '■•  '.'   ""i  •-''■•'  'i^  ■/■•*'•  .i'  i         I'    •'•    ••   ••.•'-"-    "♦  5.    -  ..----■-.. 

II  1..  •  ■.«..*■:.  •... .  .  7  , ■!.. .  »--  —  1  .  ^..%.. .1  *-  .'  ■•  .*: .  ■  —  ..  i  . 

i.Te-s.  r-r.i  'i  f-.v  fjr/.s  of  '.  :*:erei  v.:-:.  :r:..i  O'-^.w  • .  -  -rr 

1  «    * 

I  HI'      ■»'.'•!    T'i»-    Tl^'ii     *i'     !!»-•'■■■■•••<-'■     '• '    ?''•.!    »•.-•--•    ••  i    -'-;*    - 

•  i-i,  ^^  ^«  ■  1  »■■■/■•••■"•  't  £  *  r  I  "■.■*■• '    "•>"'»■-■''■"     ^   ■'■  ■        ■  ■  5    -V  •  ■  ~  * 

frr»rri     if.'  s.fCi"^     '•"  .1     h 't  !    '■     •  ;•  '    •»     *•■    '.      -i'    •    '.  ■•..'    -  •.•      '.    -■ 

t.,i,''i',ff ,-.»  •  ■--,  n ',•■,■.. "^  V  ■•  ■ '■  T.!"'!  I' •  "■•'.-  V '  •--■■ 
was  ca.-r^ii.j  '.'.'i  a  •'':■■:.  i  rr.erciri:..**  e=*.i' .!-..■..:-'.: 
ami  =0:1.  Gen.  Sari;u.l  S.  Hi  jh*.  ar.  1  Fi-.tcr.er  M    H  . 


I » 


■ !  ■■; 


• 


1  - 


-"--- —  —     I    — ---       -_.  —  -  --      —     -      —  _  _  .  . 

oltr-n  *-»  hii.i  2*: *.:.:.;;  'f.rr.  '.ha!  pi:»:r  :.-v:  •     •*    iT-.-i  -r.  :.  r---  i.  i 
fiLUiriai  so  datir.*.,  "/&a:  trpo  r^ax!-  :-l«  '-.'■■:.  ;:.:.'.-._•  ;ni  :  •'-r^-:  t, 

H^  and  AiIcfAQT/'     Aft*r  iVyj'st  !"■">  v<Ar^.  Mr.  C-o-^ierj  'raj  i  .:c'e»:- 
iflv  of  the  "  Jenernufi/'  in  iforrxKAvx. 


.  r 


*.  .  . 
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siding  there,  and  were  post-masters  in  succession.  The  other 
Attornies,  were,  Alvin  Burr,  Z.  Caswell,  George  Miles ;  the  sheriiT 
of  the  county,  Joseph  Wilson.  A  Presbyterian  society  had  been 
ibrmed,  and  was  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  Robert  Hubbard. 
Angelica  was  then  the  residence  of  the  veteran  of  the  border  wars. 
Moses  Van  Campen.  The  wives  of  Alvin  Burr,  Esq.,  of  Dr.  Samuel 
Southworth,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hubbard,  were  his  daughters.  Add 
to  the  business  and  professional  men  I  have  named.  Dr.  Isaac 

Southworth,  the  second  tavern  of Sherman,  the  tailor  shop  of 

George  Renwick,  and  Georcce  Renwick,  Jr.,  and  a  few  mechanic 
shops,  and  you  have  about  all  there  was  of  Angelica,  in  1820. 

"  The  otfier  principal  settlements  of  the  county,  were  in  the  towns 
along  down  the  River,  below  the  residence  of  Judge  Church ;  in 
Friendship,  Cuba,  and  Rushford ;  and  in  the  eastern  towns  of  the 
county.  Large  tracts  of  wild  land  were  either  withheld  from  mar- 
ket, or  had  but  recently  been  offered  for  sale.  I  think  the  territory 
now  embraced  in  several  towns,  w&s  then  an  unbroken  wilderness. ' 

[Wbat  will  be  said  of  the  twelve  western  towns  of  Alleganj  will  generally  be  in 
addition  to  what  is  included  in  the  author's  published  work,  the  "  Holland  Purchase ;" 
in  some  respects^  perhaps  a  repetition,  though  that  is  intended  to  bo  aroidcd.] 

The  twelve  towns  in  Allegany,  the  two  western  tiers  of  towns, 
are  upon  the  Holland  Purchase.  Some  account  of  their  Pioneer 
settlement  will  have  reference  to  present  town  lines,  though  at  the 
periodd  of  settlement  many  of  the  towns  were  merged. 

The  settlement  of  Belfast,  it  is  presumed  commenced  in  1804,  as 
first  contracts  were  taken  in  that  year,  though  in  this,  as  well  as 
other  instances,  settlers  may  have  located  before  taking  contracts. 
Those  who  took  contracts  may  in  all  cases  not  have  become  actual 
settlers.  In  1804,  they  were :  —  Benjamin  Chamberlain,  Calvin  T. 
Chamberlain.  Jedediah  Nobles,  Elisha  Chamberlain,  \Vm.  Pinker- 
ton,  Mason  Harding,  Isaac  Sanford,  Abraham  D.  Henderson.  In 
1806,  Johnathan  Dodge,  Samuel  Crawford,  Alpheus  Dodge,  Dan- 
iel Dodge,  Ebenezer  Horton.  Other  early  settlers:  —  Abraham 
Sanford,  Thaddeus  Bennett,  James  Haskins,  Henry  Mapcs,  Rock- 
well Hopper.  Abraham  Sanford  built  the  first  saw  mill  and  grist 
mill. 

Contracts  were  taken  inCaneadea  in  1803,  by  Joseph  (or  Job) 
Philips,  Nehemiah  Saver,  David  Sanford,  Ezra  Sanford,  Stephen 
Vandemark,  Ziba  Huflf,  Samuel  Lamb.  Other  early  settlers :  — 
Samuel  Lane,  Joseph  Lane,  Adam  Rifenback,  Alanson  Burr,  James 
Rickey,  Phineas  Haskins,  G.  P.  Ketchum,  Arad  Hitchcock.  John 
Hays,  Caleb  Frisbee,  James  Smith,  Jacob  Radley,  Wm.  Atherton, 
Simeon  Wilson. 

The  Pioneers  of  Belfast  and  Caneadea,  commencing  about  the 
same  period  that  the  primitive  settlement  was  going  on  upon  the 
Churcn  tract,  saw  the  harshest  features  of  Pioneer  lite.    They  had 


their  amt  roadf  to  iBake;to 
other  thaa  whftt  thejr  gdC  Irf 
ridns  lad  fbra  for  cbdEune.    The 
erdUe  tribe,  or  "TillaR^  woe  iheir 
Jamef  Hmboii  were  their  dneft.    QL^See 
*7,  there  wae  a  dUbt  mtemmtioB  of 
matter  opoo  the  Xodien  bodt  made 
diam  were  about  to  attack  them,  and  the 
would  attack  them.    He  was  a  backwoods  hmou 
km  dayi  of  matnal  alaim ;  both  partiea  taomj 
themselretin  the  woodi.    Maj.  Reyoolda  wrms 
to  the  Indiant,  and  in  tan,  Hodaon  Tkbed  the 
them  of  none  bqt  peaeeahie  nrtfntiow.    T1» 
driven  off  the  Imfian  landi. 

Contract  were  taken  in  Hnme  in  1M6,  faj  Bamer 
iek  Milk,  EliAa  Milk,  Jodna  Skifi;  CoL  tnmmt 
hun,  Charles  Mather,  SThranosHanuan,  Iim  Higbiiv;  J.  Ci 
Rtner  MiDs  built  milk  on  the  Wisour.at  present  ait  ofCddCi^ 
▼ilhge.     C.  J.  Ingrsham  was  the  rat 
at  tbt  point 

Contracts  were  taken  in  Friendili^i  in  IMg,  by 
Wm.  Bomett,  James  Green,  Seth  Mnrin,  WSam 
Couch.    Other  earij  settfen : — JofanHaottOD, 
Henry  Utter,  Samuel  WardweD,  Sqmre  Daibj, 
Timoth J  Hvde,  Elisha  Strong,  Daniel  AxteS, 

nu8  Merriman,  Talcott  Gould,  ChauDoer  Cdton,  In  Cohon. 

Thomas,  John  Utter,  Josiah  Utter,  H^iy  Xirer,  Dr.  Pieree  ad 
Othello  Church :  the  last  of  whom  baih  tbe'fint  saw  noD  :  vaf  wah 

dered  in  after  years  bjr Howe.    Sjlvanns  Merrimas  and  ikarK 

Axtell  built  the  fim  ^rist  mill    In  1816  and  '17, 


went  down  the  Alle^ranj  River,  and  very  few  siip}Jjed  iheir  fhes 
nntil  after  1820.  Hon.  Jonah  Utter  settled  there  in  18M.  blf- 
06  or  "7,  John  Harrison  and  others  had  cot  out  the  road  troai  tt 
River  up  Van  Campen's  Creek,*  about  three  miles ;  in  J8V7  Zeb- 
edee  Gates  and  Simon  Gates,  for  the  Holland  eoonpaiiv, 
road  through  the  town.  The  first  framed  house  in  towv 
bv  Jud?e  Merriman  in  ISll ;  the  house  in  v^-hich  he  now 
'  Dr.  hoireuzo  Dana,  then  a  Taui^  man,  settled  in  Fnend^uf*  n 
1830:  and  soon  after  that  Dr.  G.  b.  Cfaompiain  settled  in  C«ba 
Dr.  Champlin  had  been  an  assistant  surgeon  in  the  war  of  Ifitf 
in  later  rears,  be  has  been  the  fotmder  of  a  H  jdropaifaac,  or  Wafer 
Core  estaUishment,  at  Cuba.  Jonas  Wdlman,  M.  D^  was  the  is 
practicing  physician  in  Botirar 


*71ie  esr]j  KtlJaiin  FnaKULip  bv  IbeLeedi  tar  on  wlidh  Xuv  V« 
peo  pat  lii%  BAsae  vLcn  i  pnawier  among  t«bc  ^*^ifii*  dwiss  ^^  W^^^f^  Wat  tf 
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Rushford  was  settled  in  1806  or  '7.  Those  who  took  contracts 
in  1807,  were:  —  Charles  Swift,  Enos  Garey, Othniel  Perry,  Wm. 
Vaughn,  Andre  Bennett,  Joshua  Wilson.  Other  early  settlers :  — 
James  Gordon,  James  Gordon  Jr.,  Tarbell  Gordon,  Wm.  Gordon, 
James  M'Call,  Levi  Benjamin,  Deacon  Trueman,  Charles  Swift, 
Jonathan  Going,  Elisha  Going,  James  Going,  Joseph  Going,  Samp- 
son Hardy.     Judse  M*Call,  was  the  first  merchant ;  M .  P.  Cady  and 

others  built  the  first  saw  mill ; r  Warren  the  first  grist  mill. 

iCTSee  "  Holland  Purchase." 

The  Pioneer  settler  in  Centerville,  was  Joseph  Maxon,  in  1808. 
He  was  soon  followed  by  Alfired  Forbes,  Russell  Thrall,  Thomas 
Clute,  Strong  Warner,  David  Gelatt,  Samuel  Webster,  Jessee  Bul- 
lock,   Higgins,  and  Dr.  Cass.    Higgins  built  the  first  mill. 

The  first  contracts  were  taken  in  Wirt  in  1810,  by  Azel  Buckley 
John  Hopkins,  Hyra  Axtell,  Daniel  Willard.  Other  early  settlers ; 
Chauncey  Axtell,  Benjamin  Crabtin,  Levi  Abbott,  Luther  Austin, 
Norman  Buckley,  Natnan  Gilbert,  Alvin  Richardson ;  the  last  of 
whom  built  the  first  mill.  A  road  was  built  by  the  Pioneers  of 
Friendship,  to  the  backwoods  settlement  of  Francis  King,  on  the 
Osway,  in  Pennsylvania,  as  if  in  that  southern  portion  of  Allegany, 
the  new  settlers  looked  to  the  opening  of  communications  at  the 
south,  instead  of  the  north.  DLp  For  some  account  of  Francis 
King,  see  "  Holland  Purchase,  page,  506. 

Col.  Samuel  Morgan  openea  a  public  house  on  Oil  Creek,  four 
miles  from  Cuba  village,  in  1811,  about  the  period  that  emigrants 
who  were  going  down  the  Allegany  River,  had  commenced  taking 
that  route.  His  house  was  widely  Known  in  all  the  years  of  consid- 
able  travel  upon  that  route.  He  died  in  1845.  He  had  been  pre- 
ceded by  several  other  settlers  in  the  township,  few  of  whom  it  is 
presumed  were  permanent  ones.  As  early  as  1806,  Benjamin  Ri^gs, 
Enos  Silsby,  Andrew  Hawley,  Stephen  Coles,  Geo.  W.  Higgms, 
had  taken  contracts  in  the  township.  The  early  proprietor  of  the 
site  of  Cuba  village,  was  James  Strong,  who  settled  tnere  in  1817. 
Gen.  Calvin  T.  Chamberlain  settled  two  miles  from  the  village  in 
1816,  building  the  first  saw  mill  in  town  in  1817.  Judge  John 
Griflin  located  on  the  site  of  the  village  in  1820,  becoming  its  pro- 
prietor. 

As  early  as  1806,  Hoops,  Norton  and  their  associates,  had  opened 
a  road,  or  wa^n  track,  from  Olean,  (or  Hamilton  as  it  was  then 
called,)  to  Oil  Creek,  or  the  present  site  of  Cuba  village,  as  an  ex- 
tension of  the  road  that  was  approaching  their  contemplated  city 
from  Leicester  on  the  Genesee  River,  via  Castile,  Pike  6ic,  When 
emigration  to  the  west  and  south  via  the  Allegany  and  Ohio  Rivers 
began  to  be  brisk,  this  became  the  principal  route. 

Stephen  Cady  and  Jacob  Baldwin,  built  the  first  grist  mill  in 
1822,  two  miles  above  the  viUage  site.  The  village  had  its  com- 
mencement in  1835;  in  which  year  Calvin  T.  Chamberlin  erected 
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a  poUio  hoim»  opened  a  oiereantile  eiiteWidhmiH, 
Soiith  purchased  the  property  of  JadgB  GtriSou    OdHr 
tlerathero:  —  Daniel  Raymond, E.  H.  Johneon.  8lC.  ^ 

None  bat  the  most  enteiprinin  would  have  leleictBJ  tlm  ipn  ■ 
eeily  as  18I5i  for  the  foiindii^; oTa  TiDage.  Il was  m  the cHhh 
rear  of  settlements — far  away  from  anj  coondemble  thoram^rfK 
or  access  to  market.  Bat  in  the  match  of  IVograss^  it  hes  Isb 
reached.  It  is  a  floarishing  TiHafle  now,  a  central  lncation,i^ 
the  Erie  Rail  Rosd,  and  apon  the  fine  of  theGeneaeeYaBerGmd 

Thomas  Lightfoot,  Thomas  Smith.  John  Walaoo,  took  ' 
in  Genesee,  in  1806.    Hiram  Loveimll,  Anstin 

Tyler,  Asa  Cowies,  Zephaniah  Smith,  Leri  Appleby,  took 

in  BdiFar,  in  1821.  Contracts  wore  taken  m  New  IfmlwBL  hr 
Robert  Brooks,  Solomon  Rawson.  David  Markhana,  WiDmi  lU- 
ham,  Orrin  Upson,  as  eariy  as  1806w  In  1831,  James  Reed, 
Hill,  Abraham  Van  Ness,  Clark  Lewis,  Elijah  See 
▼er,  took  contracts  in  CiarksriUe.  Other  euly  aetiiers : — 
lUroer,  Jas.  McDngaM,  Nelson  Hoyt,  John  Shier,  Hoialio 
John  Marray,  Peter  Le  Roy* 

Aslateas'l82<|»tn  aO  the  sooth-east  portioa  of  tito  HolaeilW 
chase,  or  soath- west  portion  of  Allegany : —  in  four  towaa  at 
there  were  bat  few  settlers.  CoL'Samnel  Kln^  cus^gialed 
Vermont,  to  Gainsville,*  and  in  1819,  removed  to  Pike;  whos  kt 
opened  a  poUio  hoose.  The  whole  tide  of  eaM|grnikm  we 
setting  to  the  west,  yia.  the  Allegany  River,  passipg  the  wid 
of  Alfeganv,  and  the  Holland  Company  were  making  bat  few  nks 
in  that  quarter.  To  give  a  new  impetas  to  sales  and  settknMsL 
die  Company's  a^nt  sold  to  Col.  Kin^,  firrt,  two  thotmod  twohm- 
dred  acres,  and  from  time  to  time,  before  the  close  of  1821.  awir 
seventy  thousand ;  the  last  sale  embracing  all  the  unsold  land,«ilk 
few  exceptions,  in  Friendship,  and  Cuba,  beside  considerable  trace 
in  Bolivar,  Clarksville  and  New  Hodson.  It  was  rather  the  caaei 
tutinji^  of  him  a  local  agent,  upon  terms  which  gave  him  a  libeni 
profit  upon  all  land  he  purchased  and  sold ;  though  nhimaiclv  t 
amounted  to  an  absolute  sale.  Col.  Kin?  soon  changed  his  mideaee 
to  Friendship,  where  he  had  erected  a  large  yakltic  home,  the  bsrt 
upon  the  Purchase  then,  south  of  Batavia.  He  commenced  ofm- 
ing  new  roads,  building  bridges^  and  erecting  mSs ;  adrertiMd  hs 
lands  in  an  eastern  paper,  and  in  handbilb ;  intnMhsoed  a  slock  flf 
goods  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  new  settlements ;  and  had  sssa 

E>en  a  new  impetas  to  settlement  and  improvemenL     k  al 
'.  had  the  efficient  help  of  James  Reed,  as  sorfeyor 


fl5 :  oiOa  Md  i»UlM%  7S  ct&;  wbMft  lew) ;  pock.  «06 ;  I 
pafdmnlnBre  floor  than  ■tvfinily  seeded,  aad  bad  tbe 
•MM  fuBlis  vitk  farad  vbeWd  lifvd  fcrveeksoaaanLa 
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who  workeil  t"\ith!ulh-  $:t  days,  and  wached  on  the  seventh.  He 
orcnr.ircHl  the  nrst  church,  and  was  tke  tirst  ordained  mmisier  <»^Hith 
of  Rushford.  In  addi:k>n  to  the  enterprise?  named.  Co!.  Kinj:  bull 
a  chur^n  \:\  Frier. .: sh: :\  assistevi  :•-;  V".;'!v:>:j  school  houses:  and 
o?:er.  he'i^fd  the  new  sotilet^  to  te;i:i^s»  fam^ir.^  uiensik  a!:d  rrvA-i- 
s'ors.  I"."!  oariv  vears*  he  was  ir.uoh  helivii  in  his  exerti.Mis  tc*  rro- 
in^te  setfement,  bv  Dr.  E.  Hyde,  who  kepi  a  puHic  house  on 
the  Av.^Mioa  and  Oloiin  road,  live  nv.les  east  of  Friendship,  ar  i  by 
Peter  G.  Ch. ip:v.an.  who  ke:^  a  rub!:o  house  in  Frieraishtn.  Tr.ev 
he':x\i  to  s:*?^  emicrants.  ar.d  ir.duce  them  to  settie  in  Alieir.iny : 
is  which  Uv.u  public  s:*int.  Mrs.  Chaiv^ian  rea!v»us!v  ivirt:cira:ei.l. 

In  a!!  this  rejion  o:  e\trav>rxiirarv  individual  entenvrse,  therv  arv 
few  instar.ces  in  whioh  one  man.  bv  his  ivrJkxial  efTorts.  has  cortr- 
butevl  as  !arp?;y  to  settlement  and  improvement,  as  C<J  Kin^r.  He 
St:.',  survives,  a  rvsi.tent  of  Be!:ast.  where  his  enterpr:^^«  have  tven 
C\":tt:r.uevi  in  the  erection  of  mills  and  m.ichinery. 

In  l!?'JI.  Abr^iham  C.  ^or  E  ^  Crandai!.  rurcha«d.  or  took  con- 
tract fv^r  uns^'^'d  !ands«  of  Hotland  Con>par.y.  similar  to  that  of  C«'>l 
Ki-jT :  embracing  south  west  corner  of  Friend shi^x  west  part  Boii- 
V  Ar.  av.d  n*."*s:  of  Cn?nesee.  He  \\-as  a  Seventh  I'Hiy  Baptist.  Gvrr::  to 
the  east  part  *>f  this  State.  Cv>nneciicut.  ai\d  R.  £>iand.  aro*>r. j  thv^"* 
of  his  o:\ier.  ho  pn?vaiied  upon  many  of  them  to  emigrate  and  settle 
upo?.  the  I.mds  he  h.\d  contractevl.  A  chunrh  of  his  order  was  s^vn 
*.v-rar.Tetl  in  Frien.lship :  the  larcest  ivrfon  of  them  however,  werv 
kvatevl  in  Genesee.  In  that  locality,  brinsrinsr  with  them  rhetr 
habits  of  industry  and  ecc^nomy.  they  so-.mi  built  mill*  and  a  K'.eet:nc 
h.-'uso.  orra'.v.rcvi  schcvls,  *■  and  to  this  day.  have  never  had  a  !icen- 
sevi  taveni  or  jrocerv  in  town :  have  never  made  the  cou':tv  ar.v 

*  *  -  ■  ■ 

e\t\:»r.se  for  iviuwrs  or  a$s:iu!ts  and  batreriejL  Thev  arv  a  thriving 
wv^r»;e. 

T.^.e  town  of  Ossian  was  one  of  the  early  sales  of  Pheli>s  and  Gor- 
ha.^1.  to  Jerenii.ih  WadswvTth.  who  s»."»y  it  to  Robert  Tr».Hit\  It  w,t5 
:r.y'.:devl  in  the  ai:encies  of  James  Wiulsworth.  under  whixse  aus- 
P'cies  its  sa:e  and  settJen">ent  cv>mn*enced.  A  saw  mill  vas  buih 
th-re  in  ISO^.  Fn?iler  ck  Covert.  Wmi.  Bovle.  Samuel  MVrea. 
Rcharxi  Porter,  Jv.>shu;\  Carpenter.  Elrah  BelVnap.  James  Rvx-^ker. 
W::!..  Lenten.  James  Gregory,  and  James  Boyian.  hail  lvcan:e  pur- 
chisers.  a:td  it  is  pn^Rimed  nx>sl  of  them  settler?  in  1*07.  Mr. 
XVa^isworth  aiivertisevl  that  he  Wixf.d  e\char^  lands  in  Trv>upton. 
for  improved  fanr.s  in  New  Enz^and.  He  said  : —  The  lowriship 
is  situated  iKi  the  Canascraga.  about  twelve  miles  above  its  conilu- 
erce  with  the  Gettesee  River  :  ten  miles  tirxvn  Arkport.  Th-rv  ii 
an  eTcelient  \vagon  rv>ad  frvxn  Gene«\\  thrvHigh  Sparta,  to  Trvxip- 
ton.  Dansvi'je,  a  I'.^Hirishixie  IittVe  vil!ace.  where  theiY  is  a  mervhanl 
mill.  :w\>  stores  arid  a  number  of  tradsnien.  is  oiie  mile  rn>:n  Trv^up- 
tor..  A  road  has  been  made  tnim  the  viHace.  thrviush  TrvHipton.  tf» 
A.tcehcx"  Ib  December  of  the  saoie  vear?  Mr.  Wadsworth  whte9 
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to  Mr.  Troup  that  he  had  supplied  a  new  settler  in  the  ic^wlsli^ 
(Ht.  Carpenter,)  with  a  pot  ash  kettle,  and  adds ; —  "  jcpd  csiii-T. 
imagine  what  a  help  two  or  three  pot  ash  kettles  are.  In  a  new  M'Tv 
ship,  to  the  settlers/* 

The  public  improvements  —  the  Genesee  Valier  CariaL  ibf  £-■? 
Rail  Road  —  that  have  reached  the  county  of  AliegaDv  zire  :nv---v 
in?  its  hills  Tallies,  making  its  resources  available,  and  g'^vi^r  l  fui 
den  impetus  to  its  enterprise  and  prosperity,  are  of  rectL:  irx- 
and  there  will  be  readers  of  this  work,  perhaps.  whc»  w. .  l*:  > 
familiar  with  their  locallities.  The  Erie  Rail  Road,  coiii::.i:  ir.r: 
Homellsville,  in  Steuben,  enters  the  county  perhaps  two  clkrs :» -^i 
of  the  centre  of  its  east  line,  in  the  town  of  Alnr>orid  :  l^eariic  -•- " 
the  south  west  to  near  the  centre  of  Andover,  it  then  j-urpoes  ii*'fc'7 
a  westerly  course,  coming  into  the  immediate  vallev  of  ilie  G*-!i»9rt 
River,  in  the  south  east  corner  of  Livingston,  f^assing  d?wi  .« 
the  east  side  of  the  River  nearly  through  the  town  of  An- 1;  r 
crosses  the  River,  passes  down  on  the  west  side  to  near  *jit  ?:c*! 
west  comer  of  Angelica,  where  it  bears  off  soulberly  and  we?:*:""; 
through  Friendship  and  Cuba ;  and  then  down  the  Tallies  v  •!•: 
and  Ishua  creeks  to  the  Ailejrany  River  at  CHean. 

The  Genesee  Valley  Canaf.  passin^i  up  the  River  from  P  •rar* 
on  the  west  side,  enters  the  county  in  the  nc»rib-west  cccrier  'y 
Granger,  and  keeps  the  immediate  River  valley  through  Hutt**  izti, 
Caneadea  to  near  the  west  line  of  Belfast  where  it  leases  the  E  -^ 
and  bears  off  s<»uih  westerly  through  Belfast,  a  comer  "f  Nr^x  Hj: 
son,  aiid  through  Cuba:  ihence  down  the  valiles  of  O.l  :-1jc  "-■-: 
creeks  to  Olean. 

The  abuiidar.ce  of  line  timber  in  most  of  ali  the  c-'-^-.tt  ■  :'.-..-■ 
pariV  is  iToverbial.  An  im^res^ion  verv  cene.^-aliv  i^revii.,?  j  i- 
ias  L»eei.  Lf-arly  exhaus'^''! :  Ix-rne  oti  down  tr.e  A.i^z'^z.'  >  "• 
other  markets  were  o:»cij*rd  to  it.  M''.»5t  of  trje  i-ir.e  of  A/.eri: '  '  -: 
been  to-.'  far  froni  the  A  lie  pan  v  River  to  be  sub-.ec:  :■■•  t'*iL:  cr.  ■  »■ 
dir:.:r:i?hir:z  cau«e.  Previous  to  the  extension  of  xiieG^^e^r  '• -- 
lev  Car. a:  the  drain  \\  as  rriLcii'aJiv  over  hil-v  w^sot:  roiacf  *  V.' 
M-.Trl*  and  Darj?vi!le.  a.'.d  wa?  not  of  any  ccnsidrrrable  c.sc^  :-:=* 
The  Carnal  and  Rail  Road  have  reached  the  pine  fi-rest?  cr  Ai-r;:^ 
\vh;>  yet  a  vast  quantity  of  pine  has  l»een  preserved.  ::•  b^e  i  rr 
source  of  revenue  to  the  cour.ty.  ar.d  a  s'Jppiy  to  Tie  *  l-.-vi 
pitiins''  —  the  wheat  jirowir.g  region  of  Western  New  Y;rt. — 
vhich  is  qrowin::  rr.ore  aijd  more  necessary,  as  the  f>rer.  ".'t,'-.  -•* 
d:53pp«earirj2r,  and  lite  warjt  of  build ir^g  and  fence  iurrjt^er  :*  r^-.Tz:^ 
ins:.  The  lf.»cal  advanta^'es  of  the  Genesee  VaiievCanai.  j^^r  -r:  *. 
accrue  to  the  nort.Ke.Ti  counties  by  the  facilities  h  -»v:_  ifv-i  '^ 
making  the  pine  fore?:?  of  Allegany  available:  even  their  ir-fr^-*" 
prciductJ  will  soon  lh?  i.^  demand.  That  resource  exhau>:t-i.  "c-.* 
cuitivated  farms  wiil  snpj'ly  its  place:  dairies,  graz; rig  fxe^i?.  ::t 
production  of  the  coarser  grain?,  upon  the  hills,  and  si«'':«es,  bZii  i* 
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the  Yallies  of  Alleeany,  will  be  its  chief  characteristics,  and  soon 

Sive  it  a  higher  rank  among  the  counties  which  make  up  the  "  Gar- 
en  of  the  state." 


That  portion  of  the  Morris  Reserve,  which  is  embraced  in  the 
towns  of  Perry  and  a  part  of  Castile,  was  deeded  by  Mr.  Morris 
to  Samuel  Ogden.  In  1807  it  was  surveyed  by  Wm.  Shepherd  of 
Canandaigua,  and  soon  put  in  market  under  the  agency  of  John 
Greig  Esq.  Previous  to  this,  in  1803,  '4  and  '5,  settlement  had 
commenced  upon  the  Holland  Purchase  west  of  this  tract ;  a  woods 
road  having  been  made  from  the  settlement  on  the  Genesee  River» 
(Leicester)  passing  through  it  Slizur  Webster  had  pioneered 
the  wav  to  the  flats  on  AIIen*s  creek,  the  site  of  the  village  of  War- 
saw ;  ftoswell  Turner  had  penetrated  the  forest  thirteen  miles  far- 
ther on,  to  what  is  now  North  Sheldon ;  and  thirteen  miles  still  far- 
ther on,  in  and  near  the  village  of  Aurora,  Joel  Adams,  Phineas 
Stevens,  Jabez  Warren  and  others,  had  settled.  In  all  these  locali- 
ties and  in  several  others  on  the  Bic  Tree  road,  considerable  settle- 
ments were  formed,  while  the  Ogden  Tract  was  yet  an  unbroken 
wilderness. 

Soon  after  the  survev  of  the  tract  a  road  was  opened  from  Leices- 
ter to  Warsaw,  through  the  centre  of  the  town ;  previous  to  which, 
as  early  as  1806,  the  south  or  Allegany  road  was  surveved,  if  not 
opened.  Upon  this  last  road,  Josiah  Williams  became  tde  pioneer 
settler  of  Perry  in  1809;  his  location,  about  half  a  mile  east  of 
Perry  village,  where  he  opened  a  tavern.  In  the  same  year,  Sam- 
uel Gates  settled  near  the  Inlet,  on  the  road  from  Perrv  village  to 
South  Warsaw.  Mr.  Gates  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  was 
at  the  takiuj^  of  Burgoyne.  Soon  after  the  Revolution,  he  came  to 
the  valley  of  the  Mohawk,  resided  for  several  years  at  Canajoharie ; 
after  which  he  became  a  boatman,  makins  trips  as  far  west  as  the 
foot  of  Seneca  Lake,  transporting  goods  when  there  were  none  but 
Indian  traders  to  supply.  He  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  at  the 
head  of  Seneca  Lake,  and  at  Caneadea,  on  the  Genesee  River. 
He  lived,  in  all,  over  thirty  years,  on  the  extreme  borders  of  civil- 
ization. He  died  in  1813;  his  wife  the  same  year.  An  oak  tree, 
a  foot  in  diameter,  which  has  sprung  up  on  their  graves,  marks  the 
final  resting  place  of  the  Pioneers,  in  the  cemetry  of  Perry  village. 

Elisha  M.  Smith,  settled  on  the  centre  road,  near  the  Inlet,  in  IS- 
IO,  and  opened  a  tavern;  putting  up  the  first  frame  in  Perry,  (a 
bam,)  the  same  year.  Peter  Beebe  settled  at  the  Centre  in  1912. 
James  Otis,  who  is  mentioned  in  connection  with  Lima,  on  page 
376,  became  a  neighbor  of  Mr.  Gates,  in  1811 ;  still  survives,  and  to 
him  the  author  is  indebted  for  reminiscences  of  Perry.  Mr.  Can- 
field  settled  in  town  the  same  year,  and  soon  after,  Mr.  Curtiss,  a  son 
of  an  early  Pioneer  in  West  BloomfieM; — jointly  they  erected  a 
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law  mill  OD  the  outlet  of  Silver  Lake,  on  present  viflage  ste.  Jx£ 
Hamniersly  settled  the  sanoe  vear,  and  commenced  ti#e  er^<ti-:c  3 
a  saw  mill  and  grist  mill.  'The  same  year,  Mr.  James  Edj^rj 
came  in  and  erected  the  first  framed  house  in  town.  At  ih^  cj  «< 
of  the  year  1811  there  were  nine  families  in  the  town.  Se:'J*TJri: 
was  rapid  in  1812  ;  emigrants  clioosing  to  stop  there,  rather  ;r.r  :: 
advance  farther  toward  the  seat  of  war. 

Rattle  snakes  were  plenty  there  in  early  years.  The  authic  vtl 
remembers  seeing  an  early  settler  of  Cattaraugus,  who  h^  'it*i 
liitten  while  passing  through  the  Ogden  tract ;  thaL  aiid  £<Tfr& 
cases  happening  with  the  early  settlers  of  Perry,  were  Ireatrc  ?i:- 
ces.*fu]]y,  by  Tall  Chief,  who  was  an  "  Indian  l)octcr.'*  The  tir.j 
settlers  attacked  the  snakes  coming  out  of  their  den.  ai*d  «^>r- 
thinned  them  off. 

Peny-  was  erected  from  Leicester  in  1814.  The  firs:  Tor: 
meetmg  was  held  at  the  house  of  Peter  Beebe.  J  arias  Crltitii*! 
was  chosen  Supervisor ;  and  Warren  Buckland,  Town  Clerk  :  Sl- 
mon  Preston  Constable  and  Collector. 

Canfield  and  Curtiss  dyincr,  with  many  others,  of  the  preril^ 
epidemic,  in  1613,  their  mills  were  purchased  by  Levi  BeL::c 
together  with  the  lands  embracing  principally  the  site  of  Ft::; 
village.  In  1817  the  mills  were  sold  to  \Vm.  Wiles ;  and  :l  :> 
same  year  the  Hammersly  mills  were  sold  to  Jonathan  Chides  i^z 
Benjamin  Gardner.  In  lStJ7  Mr.  Gardner  built  a  larce  nx-rc'ir: 
mill  and  commenced  the  business  of  mrikini!  flour  for  •h-e  Nr^ 
York  market.  In  1S17  Calvin  P.  Bailev  and  Sa.iiuel  II.ii?h.  rr :-:  - 
the  first  j>ermanenl  merchants,  ahhough  James  C  Enicr:!;.  ri- 
btfore  broudit  on  a  few  cxkI?.  In  1S24  Bailey  &  Haio.K  "r  -  " 
oil  mill,  and  in  1S27.  a  erisl  mill.  In  1S12  David  S:ar.r.rir»:  L-. :  ^ 
piibiic  house  in  the  viilajie,  and  Wm.  G*  luld  a  >h<>e  shop. 

In  1SI5,  Henry    Wallace,   his  son.  David  D.  Wali.»ce.  .'::.: 

Di>\v.  who  were  method isls,  setlled  in  the  town.  They  orr-i-  :: "  - 
class.  The  Rev.  RolH?rt  Winchell  preached  the  firs:  scr.-:..:. 
town.  The  first  physician.  Dr.  Jal»ez  Ward,  seiiJed  ;:.  K^ 
Jan^es  C.  Eiiirerly  was  tiie  first  P.  M..  the  mail  coming  iVoni  Lt  :?•:  ^■- ' 
on  horse  Lack  once  a  week.  William  Wiles  was  the  firs:  sc  :*..••: 
minister. 

In  ls23  William  Wiles  sold  his  mills  toRuius  II.  Smith  wh:  vni? 
an  early  settler  in  Perry,  and  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  cour'.5  ::' 
Genesee. 

The  first  birth  in  Perr\'  was  that  of  a  dauchter  of  Samuo'.  Gi:::> 

X^'TE.  — A:!-.r  x:,'.-  b:n:i-j  if  B:.:f.u.\  in  ISli  j^"?:-a*!:  ket:!t»  ar.  i  jrr- i  «•  t-# 
were  >'n"!i!.  fr-  iiMi.e  r-i:.«  :  a  saw  nr.ill  was  M'^leo  in  early  Tvar»  io  iLf  w*>:  re-:  :: 
Wy-.Ti.'ii.ir  c».»'.;r.:y  :  .'.lJ  asteiin  Koi,  :n  laior  years',  i^n  r^iJe  r-i  the  c)ij-<r  Li.i.**  *- 
ttL  -vtrUi"  T:  livatj  vf  ;':..;;  stia'::i^  .f  ar.  i.rc:jiri  ?  Ir.  \^IX  Cr-arlis  L^-  t-  -■■ 
U-.  i  ::.  ]\r7y.  a  n.iletvv-:  -.f  :}.e  Ci:.:.''i.  The  r.t-rt  Fprir.s,  !»^  i»i:  0-2'.  ff:j  Apr-,  r-?? 
aiiii  :!.o  i.trx:  r:.  mirs.:  aft^r  s^tiir.j  ihom,  thor  vero  mi^ne  :  ha.i  &Ii  bwr  p^-ai  ::■ 
aiiJ  carried  away  ii.  iKc  nLrL:     No  iraces  of  Site  m  were  evefdiicovered. 


the  ir?:  .ieairt  tfut  orXiccj  WUliir.w.  «  ca:lc^.•er  of  J. ^Ijfch  WU- 

St?:  <c.vv\.  Sa.::w^l  Giles  !»K  vh;:  yw*  dr«:  orvhari  Au^£  rju^Ti  :hie 
ar>:  c.^.*y  o:*  '.vh^^:.  Lev.  BeatvKi  w-i*  th--  f.:^:  Jus::c:?  .'•:'  h-e  :>-,uv. 
\V...:  ::•/  ::i">^  e>;.vc'..i!v  VejiTs.  wen?  :&  ^:  :.*  :>:*  ::ew  se::!er?. 
I:  WA*  jl:::.>*:  .::::vs!*.rve  :o  ke^'v  a  <:vvk  o:"roc5.  Ot  r.ve.  tha:  Mr. 
C\  s  i.-.^.-e  iii.  t":^  *:>*Ars  k..ied  :\Hir.  Aivi  i!'.  their  i-.-rvAse  :  :h  ^-^^ 

>.vs —  f-'vir  ::•-  r.-i:urer.  H?  r.jki  sor.-je  rir*  *'j>.\-:  iv.  <<:e;r^  a  cuyCe 
0  :*  I :  i .  i ::  r  ^•. . : :  r*  k  '. !  a  re  ^r .  T  r.  *  a  v.  :::  il  h,i .:  .* '  *  •>:■.:  d  !  ir^ 
C-T«: '.u:  :re?  mi  iiscx?  :i^:e\i  ::<  h.v.ow  :ru=.k      Th-*  I~o..ji:*<  ::m?.-? 

•  ■  

:.Vf  ^  sMV.^r.ev:  ne.r^e.ve^  w.:r.  :rLe,r  r.-.e*  :.» '.viic*:  :.•*.-?  r^?>u/..  T:ie 
>f JL-  <.>?::  e.iK'rp?>:  ir.vr.  u*  h.vc.T  o:  che  :n?e.  cl.^Vevi  v.x::  ujcc:  a 
l-'ju^  when?  he  w'-i*  ex?  .r  <>..x. 

W^  Ci^'jo.  i::i.i  i>h  :\xi:  S^ver  Lake.  Ivsred  ^>?  $e'.:!?r?  r.vich 

rrvrjie  sci:v::y — :r.  l>ld.   17. 

I::  IS>S  JL-i  9.  rViiiLel  M'Kav.  i  bi^xher  of  Ry;\frt  An*.:  J.^-n 
M'Kjiy.  Oi'  CA;eu-.K:;i  ru^:  :i  fa*  kII  oc  Wa:'  Cnwk.  ::  wr.i:  is 
z??'.v  CjL>:.le.  Li  ImVv  R.Kvrt  WjuLey  r>t::x^Tc\i  fr.^aiCjueviotld  jl^iJ 
sev.ec  v/.  ;lv  A\eri:'y  K.'^od.  a  sh^ct  v;i:>:xr.v:-?  frvx::  wh^:  .5  l:oa- 

•  •  a^       ^^-aa--       ^^      ••■*•        ■■      *■   w^     «•.  «  «  ^      ^  V    >_^^    •-•  .  *«     va^  •-  ««   •      ?V^«  a*^   «      Vk.      •••«       «.  <Jfc» 

cv : ••vf-:"  :i  r.  .;:•  a;:  i :  ;;•?  v :!'  jl??  ,".""  Lee :e#:e r.  a  d->:-i:u"t:  wX  ::ur :  f ■; :: . v. .!e*. 
Mr  \V-.jL-,*v  r.j,i  ^^i.-r^.'.  ::'  r*"  i-vi  r,?s  "reOwXiv;?  she  yurjr.i^er  ;:":-:e 
ia-v  :::»  \:  wis  i^vjze-i  a'xx;:  r.i  :"  1  ::--.!o  Aix^re  "-v-.erxf  L*:^  cr«k 
u.  lis  '.v  :,-.  :!v  Ge::e«e  Kiv^r.  oc  :rje  C>:r.:v^er  :r.u"^  wr..>.  %\a5 
r.'  :  ".  *"  :::  :".irk«;:.  He  rur^ajkseii  yjix  LaiSfr  of  Mn?-  J^.v  *oc, 
yv.;  ^V-  ;;?  W..x::.m:.)  uuv.>^v7:ed  r.j*  '.u::i'>fr  :o  :he  iu:r;  rv^r  rjuik. 

rx ':•::'.  and  seu.:  o .*«::  :o  v.W:v«v\  Av^vc  A-.d  o-:/.er  .J-:  5<::Ls:-w.  :< 
«\ -.e-^  '-ler^?  vkA5  JL  deaiAn-i  f.^r  ::.*  Mr  Wju'^v  ocer.eu  a  :u:Lv' 
r.c  .;a\  w  .len?  ae  >-Ai  !■>: A:e\i  on  "Jie  Alleci:'.y  n.\i .:  aijI  u:e  '  \V>. jl i  v 
<m:-  ;  •:  -i.s  >.Av..i5w  i::vi  i.">L"*?*e  v*c*  ::^  1**10 ".v.  wb*.'  *uo:eed::c  h- :\ 
WA>  •...::?%■  k:  .^wu  :::  e^riv  Teir* .  '.he  cocirf.rurie  hjLi.r^  auJ 
rsf>:  ::^  y.Aje  oc'  e::ij-ju::5  :."  :.>e  5ou:>.er::  ixr'^-^v;  oc  liu?  HSLinc 
Fur\:r.A>e,  ico.  :?  iTwe  vfc-v*;erj.  5:A:etf^  v:x  Oie^iu 

A:  :."..*  P-.^ci-i^r  uverti,  ^*  liJe  ;:  was  yei  a  rude,  ?r'Ai;L»re  lo-z 
>.:c5e —  u  l>lo — A  seven*  caIa.::.:-.  wVC'^^nfd.     Mr  Wiulev  iu*! 
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moved  to  his  mill,  and  rented  the  house  to  Samiiel  (or 
Eldridge.  A  company  of  five  or  six  men  came  oat  frocn  Le  &:y 
to  view  the  country,  and  put  up  at  the  house.  Daring  the  laesL 
the  house  took  fire,  and  two  of  the  men  sleeping  in  the  chageiB, 
were  burned  to  death  ;  the  one  escaping,  to  survive  bat  a  few  iuE& 
and  the  other  perishing  in  the  flames. 

The  house  was  rebuilt,  and  Mr.  Whalev  retamed  to  it  in  16IT. 
dying  soon  after.  Mrs.  Whalev  continued^  the  tavern.  (Kn-Vf*^  i 
lar^  and  commodious  house,)  until  within  a  few  years  she  reocvk 
to  Caledonia.  Mrs.  \V.  is  a  sister  of  the  Pioneer  broiiien.  rat 
M'Kays. 

The  survivors  and  residents  of  Castile,  who  were  settlers  r«e. 
previous  to  January  1st,  1819,  are  :  —  Jonathan  Gilbert,  wb-3  enc?sc 
the  first  carding  and  cloth  dressing  establishment ;  Aaron  Pcoj. 
James  Thompson,  Clark  Sanford,  Dow  J.  Clute,  Charles  Talmas. 
Freeman  Sanford,  Wm.  Tripp,  Ebenezer  Seymour,  Sylvester  Derby 
Many  of  the  first  settlers  are  dead,  and  manv  have  emij^rated. 

The  Cotringer  tract,  was  opened  for  sale  \>v  Mr.  Greis.  In  Ajrl 
IS  16.  In  July,  following,  Ziba  Hurd,  made  a  purchase  upon  ii'iac 
struck  the  first  blow  on  the  site  of  the  present  flourishinz  viHa^  .x 
Castile,  in  the  midst  of  a  then  deni>e  forest  In  1821,  a^o$:  0£oe 
was  established,  and  Mr.  Hurd  was  appointed  P.  M.  He  §'JL  <7- 
vives,  an  intelligent  and  valuable  citizen  of  the  villase  of  which  x 
was  the  founder.  In  1819,  Elihu  Burr,  built  the  first  zrir,  r.:" 
School  District  No.  1,  was  organized  in  ISIO  —  a  lo?  scK  --'  -.  '_^ 
built,  and  a  sch-i-jl  opened  by  Miss  Iligby.  In  IMl.  ::ir  ::-i  ;" 
Castile  was  set  off  from  Pern*.  A  "Christian  Societv "  wi?  -i-rj:- 
ized  in  1919:  a  Presbyterian  society  in  1S24:  in  the  sirr-.r  yn:  i 
Methodist  sc»cietv  :  a  Baptist  societv  in  1S35.  Temperancc'r.  '*- 
ments  commenced  as  early  as  IS*24,  or '5,  in  Castile  —  's.-^  £.-: 
orsranization,  a  society  of  ladies. 

The  fine  water  f>«?wer  upon  Wolf  Creek,  with  an  ab'.ir.dir.:*  ::* 

Eine  limber  near  it.  have  furnisihr^d  the  facilities  for  exteri^ire   :t- 
ering  oj>erations.     After  ISIS,  saw  mills  began  to  multipiy.  2:.-:  i: 
one  |r»eri«3d  there  were  fourteen  upon  the  stream. 

In  the  sprin::  of  1S17.  the  memorable  land  slide  c<?currei  -t-t. 
the  Ger.»:-5fe  River.  About  15  acres  of  land  elevated  some  .00  :"■«: 
above  the  River,  broke  orT.  filling  the  channel,  daminn  the  wa*.^rai-: 
causing  it  to  lurce  a  new  channel  through  the  fores ti  a  distance  .1' 
half  a  niile. 


The  flourishir.g  village  of  Portageville  is  in  the  town  of  Genes«« 
Falls,  within  the  present  limits  of  the  county  of  Wyoming.  A  znc: 
of  500  acres  which  embraces  the  village  plat,  was  purchase'!  s-vc 
after  the  lands  in  that  fjuarter  were  0{»ened  for  sale,  bv  a  c.'n.:jj.-. 
consisting  of  Thomas  Mumford.  JohnM'Kav.  Thomas*  H.  Hub6a.->i 
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and  Silas  Smith  ;  the  only  resident  proprietor  was  Mr.  Smith,  who 
made  a  commencement  there  in  1822  by  the  erection  of  a  saw  mill ; 
and  soon  after,  the  proprietors  erected  a  bridge  over  the  Riven 
Lewis  Wood,  erected  a  public  house  in  1825 ;  at  which  period,  the 
Falls  and  the  wild  and  mangificent  scenery  around  them  nad  be^n 
to  attract  visitors.  Lucius  Foot  Esq.,  settled  there  in  law  practice, 
and  as  a  local  agent  of  the  proprietors.  He  died  in  1826,  and  was 
succeeded  in  the  local  agency  by  Dr.  Elisha  D.  Moses,  who  had 
located  there  as  a  physician,  and  was  an  early  Post  Master.  In 
1826,  Dr.  Dutton  removed  from  Pike  and  erected  a  public  house. 
Henry  O.  Brown,  Lyman  Church,  Joshua  Abbot,  Benonia  Shaw, 
Bezaleel  Shaw,  Obed  Shaw,  Robert  Hines,  and  Charles  Bristol,  were 
other  early  mfen  in  the  village. 

In  1826  or  7,  Col.  George  Williams  purchased  the  interest  of  one 
of  the  proprietors,  and  afterwards  purchased  all  that  remained  unsold. 
He  is  now  the  principal  proprietor  there.  Surrounded  mostly  by 
large  tracts  of  wild  lands,  the  village  had  but  a  slow  growth  until 
the  location  of  the  Genesee  Valley  Canal  gave  it  an  impetus ;  now, 
in  addition  to  the  canal,  a  Rail  Koad  from  Homellsville  to  Buffalo 
passes  through  it ;  its  valuable  hydraulic  power  is  attracting  enter- 
prize  ;  an  excellent  tributary  agricultural  region  is  making  its  mart 
there ;  the  destiny  of  the  small  village,  so  long  hid  away  in  the  most 
wild  and  romantic  spot  in  all  our  local  region,  is  onward. 


CHAPTER   II. 


CONCLUSION. 


BRIEF   RETROSPECT LOCAL   EFFECTS   OF  THE   WAR  OF    1812 COM- 
PLETION   OP   THE  ERIE   CANAL. 


It  has  been  the  design  of  the  author  to  conduct  the  reader  along 
step  by  step,  from  the  earliest  occupancy  of  Western  New  York, 
by  our  race,  through  such  a  Pioneer  penod  as  would  embrace  the 
commencement  of  settlement  in  all  the  principal  localities.  If  the 
task  has  been  faithfully  and  intelligently  performed,  and  the  reader 
has  had  the  interest  and  patience  to  follow  up  the  chain  of  narra- 
tive, little  need  be  said  in  conclusion,  or  in  the  way  of  recapitulation. 

It  has  been  seen  how  untoward  was  the  commencement  of  things 
in  this  now  prosperous  region.  No  where,  in  all  our  now  widely 
extended  country  have  more  serious  difficulties  been  encountered. 


aad  no  wImlib  Imivo  Aej  beoQ 
otHOOBie.    As  if  di0f  ImI  the  gtt  of  Branheqr.- 
tiMfciiwiil  with  a  tanmAx  which  eaaUBd  ikaai 
llm^  adaifcoiid  doiJed  mU^aodMethe 
ilooll J  ttid  ooongBowiy  did  the  Pioneen  w 
CM  that  in  10  ma^  ibcm  betel  than. 

Settlement  of  this  vegkn  ooaDBDCBCcd,  at  haa  akvttdjr 
ataperiod  inoiirceoenllnstorf,€fde|aMBon  and 
The  flMHi  of  New  Enf^aad,  fron  aoMiQg  wboB  cam 
of  Piooeeiii,bad  jwt  pund  thniqriia  hng  and  htctaHOci 
ftUowed  fay  ttagnalion  of  trade,  and  embairtimni  in  aB  i1k: 
tails  of  indnitrf  and  eatefpriBe.  As  a  Dalaon.or  a  puapiua 
agpegate,  €m%  was  the  pooreit  that  ever  entered  agiea  theo) 
Bieiit  of  separate  and  independent  enttenea ;  and  the  tuohj— 
tUs  le^on  coaMnenoed  at  die  lowest  point  of  depcestifln.  U 
who  bad  homes  inNewEn^bnd,  anddsewhen — Aemean 
comfbftable  sobMtenee — cenersBj  chose  to  inaBiin  when  : 
— leaving  it  mostty  Mr  those  who  wave  iBBjii  iTV  rf  if>  i 

jntf  to  eaooonter  tbe  then  bsid  task  of  setding  and  inqw 

the  wikKfneas.  No  vaw  aaoov  or  oca  aanan  cxxjnraT  sai  i 
sBTTLBa  ar  a  culss  or  rwcsisrs,  as  vooa,  cs  tbdb  AfisaafiAii 
waaa  tbb  Fkovssas  or  Taa  GannsBB  Coosrt.  The  inittDS 
those  who  Ind  cnondi  to  psy  the  fiqieiiMii  of  f  lajyaiifai  m 
sessioD  of  their  IsxmIs,  and  mske  anv  condderable  imprcn-em 
were  few :  those  who  had  enoogfa  to  place  tbemselveF  u.  liier 
homes  and  purchase  ihe  necessaries  of  life.  udtD  ther  cauk  pmi 
them,  were  not  numercms ;  while  the  great  bulk  of  ibe  ftaneer*  tm 
Utile  left  when  they  had  planted  themselves  in  the  forest-  fcnd  ere 
their  rude  I02  cabins.  The  instances  were  not  few.  of  ihoie 
parted  with  necessary  raiment  with  household  fumiture  iJuu  c 
not  easily  be  spared  — with  things  essential  to  their  comfort  — e 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  emigration,  or  to  piece  ont  the  nirtn 
subsictence.  But  all  this  may  be  inferred,  from  the  persaca:  £ 
tires  sod  reminiscences  in  the  bodr  of  the  work. 

Locate-d  in  a  widely  extended  forest  in  fparse  settiemen:& 
solitary  or  detached  homes —  the  long  and  tedioos  wcmpy  o"* 
gration  consimi  mated  —  log  huts  erected,  small  openiocs  made 
a  mde  and  primitiTe  asrricultnre  comn^enoed  —  they  had  ta 
entered  upon  a  long  senes  of  difficulties  and  hiDdrances  :^D& 
and  apprehensions  of  Ixkdian  wars,  came  opon  them  in  their  ] 
of  extreme  weakness :  in  busy  seasons,  when  heahh  and  f3n 
were  most  needed,  whole  boosebokif  azkl  Deigfaborhoods 
en  down  with  agues  and  fererF.  and  the  serrices  of 
neighborhoods  that  escaped  wootd  be  required  to  aki  those  lea 
tunate ;  then  would  come  Indian  alanns.  defDOOstratKca  of 
newal  of  Indian  hostilities,  which  would  render  the  liauii  Hr  a 
they  heki  their  wiUemesi  hoases  precaiimis.  — dcsertioa  shI  I 
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DOC  an  improbable  necessity.  These  diinouItU'5  subsLdir^  and 
>ritfd  otf.  when  lAr.vi?  :ha:  had  boon  cleareiL  **.^ii  thai  had  S.-ert 
iu^\i.  IviTaii  to  yield  a  sur^'lus,  ihey  had  no  nuvrkot .  iheir  wh'.a: 
inouldt\i  ii:  the  slack  or  in  the  bark  covered  I-.^:  ban:5 ;  or.  whoa 
lhre<hed  a:id  drawn  over  lo:::;  tedious  woods  r.''ad*.  at  a  low  j\-:ce. 
Cv*u  d  not  be  eiL'iiar.::ed  lor  iiia::v  of  the  in-.^si  ooriinvii  neoes*j.rie5 
ol  Lie.  A  c.eain  oi  suu^hiue  caiiie.  a  Wtter  day  daw  i;ed  :or  a  brio: 
>ea5<\*i.  but  s..v:i  caii*e  the  uaiioua:  e\ip?i:cie5  oferrbar;^*  and  ::ou- 
tQ:eroour^\  whioh  ivre  esjvoially  hard  Uj.v;:  all  lh:5  rt-^.or. 

Wheti  all  these  d.rncuities  iiad  been  suniioui.ted  .  to  whiv.*hsiio".:!d 
have    :vea  aided,  a:  least  ot:o  uiirVuiiilil  season,  .uid  cor.se -^uent 
scarcity  of  :lv\i  :'or  ma::.  a::d  hay  ai.d  jrraiii  lor  stock.  —  caus:::.;  :!i 
V  l^vaiities  actual  suiTeriii.:.  —  whei;   the  whio  re;;  .^::  '.:"  the 


Ge::esee  l\HiRtrv  had  but  rust  VeiTJii  i>^  r^'al:-:e  soiiieth:::.:  oi'lp^s- 
perity.  War.  uion  its  Liuiied;a:e  Ivrxters,  i:\  ::s  weak  a::J  e\;«>>cvl 
ci>ud:t:o::.  caiue  upon  it.  a  local  calamity,  the  ui^i^tiitude  o:*  which 
can  i:oiv  hardiv  be  r«;ilized. 


LOCAL  Ei^riCTSCFTHE  WAKO?  ISli 


\ever  was  a  war  tor  a  loaj:  t::::e  pres:vv:.;.i:-v:.  r.r.a.!y  d-:clared. 
bv  a::v  ::at:on.  with  as  little  preparatior.  tor  oi!:::s;ve  oivratioiis 
«%rL^..  >.>  ««« u ..i«  jk.v,^..*  ..^.|. k.evi,  ^^«  tOh  v^cie^.v.^^*  b.i.i^  .k<e  war  O:  i^i«. 

r.:s  re::.arx  :s  aj*p»:ca;\e  to  tr.e  co:;o..t:o:i  o:  t.ie  w.ioie  couutry. 
ill-..-::  l.i;id  ai.d   water,  a::.!   esvecixly.  to  Wi^ir-n;  \ew'   York,  .ii.d 

.  -  T*'  ■•  "'*  ••  .,.., 

k?  .._L...cr>.  1  •.-..  vkCv a.bk .k.. J.,  \.  h  •«  ju  .-/u.-vk  ....  e..e*ik«  ..A  ^^e  ik...«. 
pr:;  ar, .:  !  ^r  :t>  :::".:::e'J:A:e  e\o;::>\es,  ov'c."  v:r^  t.V:r  s:r;:  a:  ;vs:- 
L:::s  .',:  Kiii^toii.  L:tLe  York.  Forts  liO'.rce.  Kr:e  ii:.d  MaUt". 
\%h.!-.'  c-  our  j-wLTt.  we  had  but  o::e  corr.i\i:  y  ^.i're.n^'ar  s  Idii'r^  ::i 
F.rt  Niagara,  a:: J  a  R«'k:i::ie:.t  of  u:;d  >c.;l::'.ev:  :;:.l::iA  ujot:  the 
X : o-rara  R . v  er.  M  >st  of  the  i i ;;;;:e\:  :a:e  reo  ru : :  s  :cr  : n  '•;  tie r  de :o t:- 
ces  w  ,»re  drawti  'jr-oiii  the  I'.val  ::i:l:tia  ct  Westerr:  New  Y».^k  . 
at.T.  w:;o  .e:t  tr.e  j*ou::n  :ri  t.'ie  :urrv.^w.  tr.e  :;ew  :A...nv  u:.:e:".ota. 
the.:-  r\^*e::t!v  cultivated  re  Ids  r:;v  ::r  the  s\the  ar.d  the  sickU*.  the 
axe  ai:d  the    ctaul.  the  ruie  iiiili.  n:a::ufac" tv  .t   workshop  ly  ^o 


;:  a::.i  co:::.*:;u  w:'.;i  apr.veru  :  v  —  at  r*rs:.  :or  ooi-.;ues:.  as  :.:e 


ni 

steru  ::ecess,ty.  of  defe::diT^:  country   a::d  hoi:;e.  trj>fsa^>!d  atd  drv 

side,  from  re  tali  at. -ry  warfare. 

Pra.vu  away  irvti\  the  field  of  toil  to  the  re  Id  of  strife  :  froii:  the 
reaoe.'ul  walks  of  Tioiieer  l.:e.  to  the  ca::p  and  the  d rid.  were  by 
rxr  t.~o  lar^'st  jvrtiot;  of  t.he  enVotive  w.^kii-.j:  ir.e::  ^.-f  Western 
Xew-  York.  Iti  tr.afy  bjLck  w^vxi's  lu*  iihborhxxisw  ai  ^.::crv::l 
jwr.^xis  of  the  war.  there  was  the  siuiiiess  o{*  the  J>ab:vath  m  ali 
ttuucs  apperuittiug  to  runl  euterprise  azul  inJusuy ;  all  w;u  par*- 
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lyzed ;  crops  were  ungathered,  and  the  prepared  grounds,  vcr» 
ther  jdanted,  nor  sow«l. 

Never,  at  any  period,  in  any  exigency,  did  men  more  cheonlr 
or  promptly  take  up  arms,  and  from  citizens  become  soUien— 
than  did  most  of  the  able  bodied  men  of  all  this  region,  on  thebmk- 
ing  out  of  the  war  of  1812.  At  first,  elated  with  the  hope  ai 
expectation  of  easy  victories,  defences  and  conquests,  which  vnrii 
recompense  all  their  sacrifices ;  but  soon,  under  far  less  enocnnt 
ing  auspices.  Remissness,  improvidence,  a  neglect  promptlj  tt 
prepare  for  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war  it  had  wagei  ra 
soon  visible,  in  all  things  appertaining  to  the  general  govenLUHL 
To  the  citizen  soldiery  assembled  upon  the  Frontier,  there  was  btf 
slow  and  inadequate  additions  of  regular  forces.  Delays,  iuctiaa 
sickness,  followed,  disheartening  to  men  who  had  hopc^i  f^ir  satt 
campaigns,  a  prompt  execution  of  whatever  there  was  to  da  tod  a 
seasonable  return  to  their  neglected  fields  and  fire  sides.  Moctb 
of  monotonous  camp  duty  succeeded ;  the  blow  that  should  fane 
been  struck  was  delayed  ;  for  months  the  American  army,  wi'Ji  is 
hands  tied,  with  an  inaction,  rigidly,  and  in  some  instances  uixai- 
rily  enforced,  were  wasting  the  time  in  camp,  in  sight  of  an  eneaf 
that  was  everv  hour  strengthening  itself  and  renaering  more  vik 
more  formidable  the  work  that  was  to  be  accomplished.  An  imv* 
tice,  ill-judged  and  fatal,  untimely  and  disastrous,  was  agreed  tt  by 
the  commanding  General  of  the  American  army,  almost  25  if  he 
would  extend  to  the  enemy  the  courtesy  of  allowing  them  lOiin* 
off  their  forces  to  the  west,  make  a  conquest  there,  and  rerun  to 
the  Niagara  Frontier,  to  meet  our  forces  there,  with  the  pres'-iiie  ol 
a  victory  added  to  other  advantages  he  had  been  ailoneo  to 
acquire. 

The  first  blow  upon  land  was  struck  ;  an  event  more  disastroos 
than  any  that  occurred  during  the  war.  transpired  at  the  west  ki 
a  moment  when  the  citizens  of  all  this  region  had  been  led  to  be- 
lieve that  all  was  safe  in  that  quarter,  when  they  had  learned  'A* 
an  army  was  gathering  there  commanded  by  a  General  who  w» 
carrying  into  this  service  a  reputation  for  skill  and  braverv  he  hd 
acquired  in  others,  there  came  the  astounding  rumor  that  that  anm 
had  surrendered  —  willingly  discredited  at  first  —  but  soon  confirmed 
by  the  arrival  of  Britisii  vessels  at  Fort  Erie,  where,  from  Bu&lo 
and  the  beach  below,  they  were  seen  to  unload  a  |>onion  i-f  the 
captive  American  anny.  Then  came  the  official  announcemeci 
in  all  its  disgraceful  details  ;  and  to  cap  the  climax  of  public  ch^J 
and  shame,  came  the  triumphant  announcement  of  Gen.  BtocL 
that  "2.500  American  tnx>ps  had  surrendered  prisoners  of  war 
without  the  sacrifice  of  a  drop  of  British  blood  !** 

If  some  convulsion  of  nature  had  shaken  all  this  region  to  :ti 
centre,  the  physical  shock  would  not  have  exceeded  the  moral  tSxi 
of  thii  unexpected  event.    In  all  places  ofpublic  resort,  oo  the  th?o- 
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tier,  is  the  anriT.  in  riH j^e  ^sherincs*  in  ^  loc  cabins  of  the  new 
»ettlet!wn3 :  execratioc*  wvre  piled  upoo  ihe  head  cHf  Gen.  HuIJ, 
who  hdsi  Iven  brvcrfi:  down  a  rrisccer  ic»  Fc»rt  Georae.  where  he 
wm*  ?ur  <a:er  than  fcie  would  have  Sfea  ujxxi  thi*  side  oc'  :he  River. 
To  :he  tear  o(*  invasion  in  :h:s  v;uarter.  to  the  coc5temauon  and 
ik&rii  already  evstin;^.  it  added  the  real  dar^^r  oc  S»t:!e  Indian 
incc'SvY'^  rrv::  'iie  we*c  banded  as  were  ai:roe:  every  Indian  r.arion 
there.  w;rri  the  enemy,  under  a  native  leaiier  nx^e  ix^werml  :or 
Qai:<or:;er'  than  anv  that  preceded  h::n  u^.x:  this  con t: cent.  F'usred 
■rit.h  recent  easv  victorv.  ::  was  arcre hended  —  and  not  in  the  iS 
jecce  of*  i^rx'abiLty — uxat  ::  would  be  the  policy  ?{  their  Br::.*h 
lesfcier  to  i-.hIo*  up  success  by  sendir:;  then:  down  the  south  srore 
sc"  La!ie  Ere.  when?  a*:de  trvct  the  tew  or^an^zed  trw»c»  that  hai 
■cc  been  made  capcive  with  Hu'I,  there  wa*  little  ixit  reebie  scat- 
tered new  s^:ct!ements  to  opp^''se  them.  Every  breeze  rroai  the 
■rest  came  trei  j.ted  with  the  horrid  detaL*  oc  sava^??  carture.  tor- 
ture and  death :  wi^Ji  coradence  in  our  mihtarv  leaders^  here,  de*- 
tpcyed.  and  what  seenied  like  treason  Ir  L'se  leader  oc  the  an:?y  '.'^* 
the  west :  more  than  the  timid  were  alarawd. 

War  wa5  declared  oc  the  l:?th  oc'  June,  the  Niagara  Frv»D::er 
wa5  ci:e  of  its  principal  theatres  :  troop*,  an-.on^  which  i^*ere  :ir^ 
levies  from  Lhe  Ciilitia  ot"  Western  New  York  were  eany  in  the 
fie.'d :  and  yet  with  the  excepcion  oc  the  |jal!ant  »ct  oC  L:eut. 
Eliioc.  aided  bv  a  handrul  oc'  marines,  and  a  few  citizen*  of  Buf- 
bilo  a::d  B.ackllociL  nothing:  was  done  until  the  ITJi  ot'  CVtocer. 
An  ecia:  x^.owed  that  achieveoient  that  in  a  nwasure  broke  the  steli 
of  suvireness  and  inaction  that  fatally  brvvxied  upvn  the  Fr.xitrer. 

If  t.':ere  was  cu'vabie  delav.  a  fa^ure  to  sthke  the  blow  when  t.He 
ecenTv  was  unrre nared.  and  when  our  own  tivvctf  were  in  hi;^  con- 
ader.ce  a::d  ccura^e  •  *t.Il  jireater.  more  di^astn^Hts  and  fata;  errors 
were  C'.H::;:".::ed  in  chcvx^:;^  the  theatre  of  action,  and  arrar-ig-^ 
it*  deta:]s.  If  it  was  best  to  a:tack  the  enemy  :n  one  oc"  its  str^oi- 
est  rortiRcd  txvitioc*.  —  Qaeenston  Hei^rs  —  rhe  piacc  of  cr.'wjir^ 
the  River  was  illy  ch-.ven.  There  wa*  all  the  Icr^  distances  fr:ci 
Rack  Rv.vk  to  the  cccrmencenient  of  the  Ra^nds  above  Xla^ira 
Falis*  and  fnxu  Lewistou  t,>  Youn^town.  where  a  crt^sscc^  o.Hild 
have  bee::  ejected  with  little  of  danger  or  sacriiv.  There  was  no 
■eressitv  of  selectin^C  a  rand  and  eddv in^  current  ot' the  River. 
embark. n:*  an  are^v  under  the  are  of  the  enemvs  cannon,  and  di*- 
ecibarkin^  it  where  its  maske:-y.  from  a  hiih  vantage  ground. 
coc!d  slaughter  ::  while  in  an  almost  detenceuKs  ccoditloo.  And  it 
was  little  le«  than  criminal  neg-li^nce.  to  have  proviided  but  thirteen 
leaky  beats  to  edect  the  crv\K».rg,  when  any  numS^r  oc'  g«x\i  >.Mts 
zsd  batteaux.  required,  were  lying  at  the  Four  Mile  creek,  and 
Nlacari  FalJsK  that  could  easily  have  been  transported  over  land. 

Ail  the  locxg  delay  of  acticn.  all  the  waste  oc  time  and  neglect 
of  opportuniues  thai  the  ouIitLa  h^i  witxMMBed :  and  kisily,  the  enurs 


of  wtub  cwtpmmdiiig  Gracni  ib  wfeWBCC  fo  ttB 

tbe  inaiipcfiate  prefntiom  for  iiiwiin|^  did  art 

€r  pstriocbm  of  die  men  of  Weiteni  New  ToriE.    b 

it  upon  the  eialmity  of  Gen.  Van  Renadeer  M 

broof^t  on  die  oonflict  becenn  the  lempei  of  theee 

brook  fiirther  dde J.    The  11th  of  October  came,— 

sttempled — the  militia  weie  on  hand  to  Tohmtaer.    Tbe  mm 

of  the  ISdi  came  and  therweieon  hand,  widinchaecedn 

tkms.    Thej  aoon  realii»l  the  fttal  wniminn  to  enfV^  bn 

croMing,  and  this  in  itadC  was  a  moit  untoward  begmmaro 

day's  worlL    The  thirteen  boats — all  told — werebmgkibi 

ihore.  and  the  militia  pressed  forward  for  panue.  so  thst  fr 

tion  had  to  be  taken  agsinst  over  loading.     Bat  few  codd  en 

but  those  who  remained  awaited  a  forSier  opportnnitr.    Jb 

as  the  smaD  advance  force  that  the  boats  hod  admkted  ka 

proached  Ae  opposite  shore ;  while  ther  were  in  the  wkirks 

changing  eddies  mth  their  dmmv  and  wnmanagedhle  cnft 

were  assailed  ty  a  brisk  fire  of  artillery  and  nwakotry;  aadia 

theirsmall  vantage  groond  was  won  amid  e  "shower  of  ina 

As  the  retnmii^  boats  approached,  amid  the  aovid  of  hacA 

sphahingof  oars»  and  the  breaking  of  eddjinecvrenta  on  the 

was  mii^^  the  croaps  of  the  wounded  m  the  then  siiort  es 

The  wounded  anddyiw  were  landed,  and  the  horrid  foretti 

battle,  of  war,  and  death's  doin^  was  displayed  bj  tbe  mi  o 

lights  apon  the  shore,  to  undisciplined  men,  who  were  jict  ^ 

peaceful  walks  of  life !    It  is  amid  the  clash,  the  smoke.  6e  *, 

ment  of  battle,  that  courage  rises  and  enoenrates ;  it  snb 

with  the  brave,  when   thev  are  surrounded  by  the  dead  *i 

djring,  and  are  in  a  state  of' inaction.     8tiD  tbe  militia  prcsa 

ward  and  endeavored  to  cross.    When  thev  refused  to  do  s^ 

under  the  deliberate  conviction,  induced  by  all  tbej  had  m 

that  fatal  morning's  work,  that  all  was  lost ;  that  with  the  vas 

adequate  means  of  crossing  a   sufficient  force  could  not  be  '. 

at  one  time,  to  insure  a  conquest,  and  only  enough  for  sacc 

sacrifices.     In  no  case,  in  all  the  annals  of  battles,  Eare  uadari 

militia  continued  to  stand  firm,  and  press  on  when  there  i 

much  to  discourage ;  so  little  to  hope  for. 

In  a  well  ordered  action  the  means  of  retreat  axe  genen 
tended  to ;  but  in  this  instance,  eren  that  was  neglected. 
Judge  Samuel  De  Veaux,  in  some  manuscript  reminueenccs 
kindly  furnished  the  author:  — "  The  scene  of  the  main  actic 
hid  mrthe  brow  of  the  mountain,  but  detached  parties,  retr 
passed  down,  fdlowed  by  the  enemy,  and  at  the  battery,  u^ 
slope  of  the  mountain,  a  desperate  contest  ensued.  Longid' 
Americans  ceased  firing  the  enemy  continued  to  pour  the 
into  the  windows  and  doors  of  the  building  in  wiuch  the 
thrown  themselves.    Before  the  eye  eovd  recover  from  il 
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puli 

for  *  boats.'  •  for  God's  sake  help  !*    In  vain  we  heard  their  appeal; 
there  were  no  boats,  no  help.     It  was  not  known  that  one  was  saved 
«rho  sought  safety  in  the  eddying  flood/' 

The  medical  deparment  was  as  badly  arranged  as  all  else.  When 
missing  militia  men  were  sought  aller  bv  kindred  and  neighbors, 
Jays  after  the  battle,  they  were  found  witfi  their  wounds  undressed 
^  realizing  in  a  state  of  conciousness,  the  terrible  conception  of 
Byron :  —  feeling 

"  Tbe  icTironn  around  them  crawl. 
Without  the  pi>w«'  to  iicarv  awar 
The  colli  ci^Qsumors  of  their  clav  !"  * 

With  the  exception  of  the  artillerv  that  was  fired  at  the  time  the 
vessels  were  cut  out  trom  Fort  Erie,  the  battle  of  Queenston  gave 
out  the  first  sounds  of  war,  to  all  the  region  contiguous  to  the  Fron- 
tier—  even  to  the  distance  of  fitty  miles  in  the  interior.  The 
heavy  sounds  of  cannon,  boomini^  over  the  forest,  broke  in  upon  its 
openings  and  aroused  the  sleepmg  inmates  of  ever}'  isolated  Ic^ 
cabin.  Then  followed  backw<Ws  gatherings,  listening  to  each 
successive  crash  of  battle,  so  distinct  that  imagination  could  well 
conceive  that  the  groans  of  the  dyinc  were  intenningled.  Then 
succeeded  long  and  impatient  hours  to  hear  the  result.  It  was  a  sad 
detail  of  local  and  national  disaster :  and  blended  with  its  dark  hues 
were  the  sad  tidings  of  the  loss  of  husbands,  sons  and  brothers. 
Enough  of  the  men  of  Western  New  York  fell  in  that  ill-tated  field 
to  carry  mourning  into  almost  every  neighborhood :  enousrh  to  have 
long  ago  historically  redeemed  the  local  militia  from  the  odium  of 
official  reports,  and  partial  chroniclers  of  war  events. 

The  war  of  1812  has  a  history  of  itself.  Here  it  is  but  inciden- 
tal. One  feature  of  it  has  been  dwelt  upon  at  some  length,  to  deal 
oQt  a  moiety  of  justice  to  those  from  whom  it  has  too  long  been 
withheld.  Too  long  have  the  surviving  men  of  Western  Xew  York, 
and  the  memories  of  the  dead  been  allowed  to  rest  under  censures 
mainly  undeserved.  By  every  principle  of  justice  and  fair  dealing. 
mre  war  historians  bound  to  make  out  a  tolerable  case  of  a  well 
planned  and  rightly  conducted  battle  on  the  part  of  the  General  in 
command,  before  thev  throw  tlie  whole  responsibility  of  a  failure 
upon  his  soldiers.  While  but  little  explanation  has  been  given  for 
the  long  delay  of  the  attack  upon  Queenston ;  for  the  singular 
choice  of  a  crossing  place ;  for  the  oniission  to  have  on  hand  a 
sufficient  number  of  boats  to  land  at  one  time  an  efficient  force; 
for  the  failure  to  have  upon  the  spot  and  in  the  action,  an  efficient 
regular  force  which  was  encamped  near  Buffiilo  under  G^n.  Smyth ; 


^Tliii  vatltealljtriMiiithtcaKofacitiwaof  Wyoming  county. 
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infinite  psdns  have  been  taken  to  attribute  the  defeat  t?  ttt  \xx 
militia.  Those  of  them  who  crossed  the  River  and  bravely  kooL 
have  had  but  little  credit  for  it  Acts  of  bravery  upc»c  liii:  bii 
chosen  battle  Geld,  performed  by  citizen  soldiers  desdrrz^z  'at 
highest  encomiums,  have  no  place  in  official  records.  The  (jtztst 
ivT  command  saw  fit  to  cover  his  own  errors  and  weakLesacL  y 
attributing  the  blame  to  others,  and  war  historians  have  unj'-.^ny 
sanctioned  the  injustice.  While  officers  of  the  regular  arTEj  rj: 
participated  in  the  action  have  had  their  achieveovnts  ckresly 
noted,  and  sometimes  studiously  masTiified.  liiile  credit  Lk  bt& 
given  to  the  brave  men  of  Western  New  York  \\  ho  were  tliS« 
to  cross  the  River  seasonably,  and  who  gallantly  strived  fx  Li-ts 
in  a  conflict  so  illy  arranged  and  provided  lor. 

Passinj:  over  intermediate  events  of  the  war,  as  oar  SL/.'cei 
space  admonishes  us  we  must  do,  we  come  to  that  which  La:  ae 
most  direct  bearing  upon  all  this  local  region. 

The  campaisn  of  IS  12,  every  where,  upon  land,  was  an  i!r«K 
unbroken  series  of  disasters ;  ending  upon  the  Niagara  Fr.cier 
with  a  farce  as  disjrraceful  as  any  that  war  historians  ever  i^  t: 
record.  A  General,  selected  by  a  War  Department,  a:  liiis  crja 
especially  unfortunate  in  its  men  and  measures^  came  up:c  '^ 
Frontier,  assumed  command,  and  signalized  his  adve:::  by  x  vja- 
tine,  windy  proclamation.     It  promised  that  within  a  few  daj*.  bs 


York,  encouraged  with  the  hope  that  errors  ol  our  Ge-e."j-*. 
failures  of  our  arm?,  were  to  be  retrieved,  promptly,  a:  ar.  jl:.-:-- 
ent  season,  obeyed  the  call.  Two  thDusanJ  of  the:n  were  ?>. :  ti- 
rolled  under  General  Peter  B.  Porter,  and  besides  these  o:r.rr  :  n* 
were  addetl  to  the  militia  force  up<.-»n  the  Frontier.  W...  vc 
sequel  the  reader  will  be  familiar:  it  was  the  thiri  hurr-..^—.: 
failure  of  the  campa!;in:  a  climax  of  cowardice.  ix\y  ;xz.i  :rrr^.  ^- 
tion.  It  was  met  by  a  genera!  burst  of  inJiirnatio:;'  :r  :::  :.l^-j 
who  had  left  their  homes  and  fire  siies  elated  with  the  rr:-?*-r:*.   : 


fliclion  of  which  came  near  be:r.2  executed. 

The  volunteers  returned  home  through  snow  and  mui.  wf  irtc 
and  disheartened.  The  failure  of  a  campaign  was  no:  !,x"i."j  */■: 
greatest  calamity.  Disease  in  or.e  of  its  worst  forms.  >c  \Lrz'::^^ 
whole  region,  and  added  to  local  vicissitudes.  It  ma.ie  :".i  i]-:^-- 
ance  on  the  Frontier  during  the  autumn,  but  assume^!  its  s:."^: U- 
liznant  type  when  the  volunteer?  had  assembled  under  the  zrx.y 
mation  of  Gen.  Smyili ;  thence  its  then  most  common  Lan>?.  :» 
"  Smyth  fever."     Its  real  character  was  that  of  poeunxMiia  ^77^^' 
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des.  As  the  volunteers  left  the  lines,  where  their  numbers  had 
been  thinned  by  the  disease,  it  seemed  to  follow  and  continue  with 
them.  Many  of  them  died  on  their  way  home,  and  during  the  win- 
ter the  disease  had  prevailed  in  almost  the  entire  region.  When 
it  was  at  its  height — when  the  nide  bier,  or  hearse,  was  seen  in  al- 
most every  neighborhood,  —  there  came  the  "  black  snow,"  as  if 
nature,  sympathizing  with  an  afflicted  people,  had  thrown  a  pall  of 
mourning  over  all  the  earth.* 

The  campaign  of  1813  opened  in  this  quarter  by  the  capture  of 
Little  York  by  Gen.  Dearborn.  The  evacuation  of  Fort  Geoi^ge 
by  the  enemy,  and  the  possesion  of  it  by  our  own  army  under  Gen- 
eral Dearborn  soon  followed;  and  in  succession,  were  Perry's 
victory  on  Lake  Erie,  and  General  Harrison's  victory  upon  the 
Thames.  Toward  the  close  of  the  year  the  complexion  ot  things 
had  changed  much  for  the  better.  American  soil  at  the  west  had 
been  freed  from  the  invaders ;  Indian  marauding  and  massacres  had 
been  checked ;  the  American  army  of  the  west  had  crossed  the 
Detroit  River  and  triumphantlv  marched  to  the  Niagara  Frontier 
on  British  territory ;  an  American  force  had  what  seemed  to  be  a 
permanent  foothold  on  the  Canada  side  of  the  Niagara  River.  The 
year  however  was  not  destined  to  close  without  severe  reverses. 
The  worst  features  of  adverse  war  were  in  reserve  for  our  devoted 
frontier  and  all  the  region  of  Western  New  York.  All  that  had 
been  gained,  and  far  more  with  it,  was  destined  to  be  sacrificed. 

The  regular  force  occupying  Fort  George  was  drawn  off  to  swell 
the  army  under  General  Wilkinson ;  to  add  to  those  who  were  des- 
tined to  "  march  up  a  hill,  and  then  march  down  again ;"  to  make 
a  blustering  demonstration  in  the  direction  of  Montreal,  and  strangely 
abandon  the  expedition.  This  left  Gen.  M'Clure  to  keep  possession 
of  the  conquered  ground  with  miltia  and  volunteers,  most  of  whose 
term  of  service  was  about  to  expire.  An  enemy  had  been  exas- 
perated by  the  invasion  of  their  territory,  by  the  marching  of  armies 
through  it,  and  when  it  could  well  have  been  anticipated  that  they 
would  make  a  desperate  attempt  to  drive  out  the  invaders;  an 
efficient  regular  army  was  withdrawn,  a  militia  force  left  whose 
time  was  about  to  expire,  and  no  new  draft,  or  enlistment  provided 
for* 

Gen.  M'Clure  held  possession  of  Fort  George  until  the  12th  of 
December,  at  which  period,  with  his  force  reduced  to  less  that  sixty 
effective  men,  (according  to  his  own  statement,)  when  he  was 
threatened  with  an  attack  from  a  British  force  of  over  five  hundred 


*  This  premiled,  principaD  j,  in  the  extreme  wettem  coiintio&  In  a  period  of  sick- 
nen  and  death  in  rackwooda  neighborhoodB*  where  no  one  explained  tne  phenomena 
at  the  time,  it  came  to  min|fle  dark  and  hopelesi  aupentitioni^  with  war,  defeat,  fiulnre, 
woffmnf^  privation  and  diaeasa  It  is  hardly  necceasair  to  tell  the  intelligent  reader 
of  the  preaent  day,  that  it  was  the  Boot  and  dndetaoilminiDf  praiiiea  St  the  weat 
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men,  under  Col.  Murray,  he  convened  a  council  of  war  by  vln 
it  was  determined  to  evacute  Fort  George,  remove  the  ganisnu 
Fort  Niagara,  and  burn  the  village  of  Newark*  then  coctaiijs: 
about  an  hundred  and  fifty  houses. 

Six  days  after  this  event,  the  British  force  under  Col  Mumj, 
that  had  immediately  occupied  Fort  George  after  the  evacu&'JOL 
landed  upon  the  American  shore  under  cover  of  night,  surprsec 
and  made  an  easy  conquest  of  Fort  Niagara.  When  the  invajen 
lauded  at  the  Five  Mile  Meadows,  a  detachment  of  British  soidie:^ 
and  Indians  went  up  the  River,  stealthily  attacked  the  vHIace  d 
Lewiston  killed  several  of  the  fleeing  citizens,  and  applied  ihe 
torch  to  every  tenement  in  the  village  and  its  immediate  De^.lK]r- 
hood. 

In  the  night  of  the  29th  of  December,  Gen.  Rial!  crossed  at  B!^k 
Rock,  and  made  an  easy  conquest  of  that  village  and  the  villase'X 
Bufialo,  with  a  force  of  less  than  1000  men.  Humilliating  a$  i£ 
fact  is,  it  must  be  stated,  that  to  oppose  this  invading  force,  tbfre 
was  a  militia  force  of  over  2500  men !  We  have  the  war  of  ISli 
on  tlie  Niagara  Frontier  under  consideration  here,  but  as  incidecu! 
to  our  main  design,  not  to  make  its  history  —  to  dwell  in  detail  uf^^c 
its  successes  and  reverses,  or  account  for  its  misconduct.  After  ie 
evacuation  of  Fort  George,  the  burning  of  Newark,  the  immiaest 
danger  of  British  invasion  and  retaliation  was  not  unhetiled. 
Corps  of  volunteers  soon  began  to  reach  the  Frontier ;  and  iir.c::e- 
diately  after  the  disgraceful  loss  of  Fort  Niagara,  and  the  raii  f 
the  enemy  at  Lewiston,  anticipating  what  actually  occuirt :  a: 
Black  Rock  and  Bufialo,  volunteering  and  marching  upon  the  Fr.c- 
tier  had  a  new  impetus;  so  that  the  considerable  lorce  we  f.-^: 
named  was  actually  mustered  at  Buffalo,  and  in  its  immr^i!i:f 
neighborhood ;  most  of  which  was  from  the  western  coua'ies  :■!: 
tliis  state.  Why,  under  such  a  state  of  things  was  ButLlo  iii 
Black  Rock  not  successfully  defended  ?  is  a  question  that  \\l1j: 
once  arifte  in  the  minds  of  that  class  of  readers  not  familiar  w  ± 
the  local  events  of  the  war.  The  mass  of  citizen  soldiers  \\  h  >  hai 
thus  promptly  assembled  were  not  cowards.  The  timid.  Th:* 
who  expect  to  run  when  an  enemy  approaches,  as  a  ger:eral  :;.!-: 
do  not  volunteer,  leave  their  homes  in  an  inclement  seascri  2:.-i 
endure   the   hardsliips    and  privations   of  a    military   cariipj"^ 

Note.  —  Both  the  emcuation  of  Fort  George,  and  the  Vanda]  act  of  burrur^'J* 
Tillage  of  Newark,  brought  upon  Gt-xL  M'Clure  the  sevi'rest  ccnisurpa  ;  a  p'-l  L,-  j:  Li- 
nation,  al  the  tin)e.  that  was  manifested  by  personal  inralt.     It  ira9  aflrunioJ  'hr:  rv 


act  of  bumine  the  village  wa«done  upon  his  own  responribilitv.  Like  ir-aij  •htr 
events  in  the  badly  managed  campaigns  of  l^l*2  '13.  it  has  been  enveloped  is  ri-.rfi^ 
He  died  within  the  lakt  year,  in  lUiiuiii?,  and  there  is  reason  to  bdioro  tLa:  he  L»  i  ^ 
behind  him,  in  manu«criiit,  a  full  account  of  all  his  connection  vith  the  war  >-f  >'^i 


The  author  has  in  lusn«>«6eeRion  a  letter  written  by  the  General  to  m  friend,  a  i^w  liri 
•iter  the  evacuation  ot  Fort  Greorse,  in  which  he  aavs  :  — - "  The  act  of  bianifif  5<V" 
-ark  iCM  kg  positive  ordirs,  and  I  beUcvc  proper  and  nuoccasarj." 
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They  woui  u{H.^n  ;he  Fa'^nilor  to  fight,  an.l  :h-?y  wouM  have  fought. 
u::Jer  prv^'^>fr  Jlsvij^Iiiio  a::  J  eSciiv.t  commanJer?. 

Gea.  M'C!u'.v  h;ui.  jvrhAp>pru.!e:::'v.  rviir'M  rn.^m  ih?  iivrrx^W^*.? 
cy,i\:\\.i:\d  o:  iho  Fror/.ier  Mxn  alter  tfio  ev.ioua::o:i  of  Fort  Go 'rp? 
-:::i  o>:al\:<he.l  his  hi*  a  J  .yjariers  a:  R.i:av:A.  whorv  ho  was  :^.'*ive'y 
iT.j.ur.^i  iti  or^arijlr.^  :rvvp>  a::d  orJ.^r'.r.^  thoiii  tv^  ly'r.  Go::.  A-.'.?-? 
Ha!,  a:  Bu:ra!s.\  ujvn  whom  :h?  I.vi!  oomr.Kir..i  had  iiev.vvei 
There  were  few  iv::er  citLieiis  thai:  Ger.erai  H;lI.  He  wa<  .v.e 
of  :he  iTozil  rai:k  of  Pioneers  as  the  reader  will  have  observed  :  was? 
he! J  :a  hi^h  estiiuaiio::  by  his  fellow  ci:i;en?:  w:u  identined  wi:h 
:;".e  car.iesJ  in:!i;ia  orj:a:iijat;o::>,  ar.d  rv><e  fn.vn  crade  t>  i;:rade,  :? 
:he  raiik  oi  Major  Ger.erai.     Bu:  uv.fortu'/.atoly   he  w:i5  iv^:  r;r:ed 


le:::  forve  under  his  cotuaiar.J.  ^Miea  farther  Bri::<h  ir.vasi.T. 
.;L^h:have  been  fort*see:i  :  when  the  anny  destir^ed  for  it  was  cith- 
er::;^ at  Fort  Erie,  in  si^tof  his  quarter?:  his  amn-  had  but  an 
i::c:IioLeril  orcaiU^at'.oa ;  w,is  rather  a  mass  of  citL:e::s,  than  a  a 
army  of  si^diors.  He  ha«.l  neglected  the  ess^::iia!  prv»!: binaries  of 
<ujcei:>:Vi  warfare.  T::e  ir.isiaies  of  the  Ger.erai  do  no:  es.\»?e 
the  res.\^:;ition  af  tiio  soldier.  Even  brave  r.ien  are  not  always 
bravo  w:;c;;  i:;ere  ane  detects  of  leadership  thai  are  .iJaiost  sure 
precursors  of  defeat. 

l':;der  ali  e\is:iiu  circunistaaces*  the  liability  to  attack  a:  ar.y 
hoar,  there  should  have  been  no  surprise,  and  yet  there  w^is  ore  : 
or  a:  le,i5t.  a:i  attack  which  found  our  arniv  in  no  cor.diti-'^n  to  re:y*! 
i:.  Undercover  of  n'irht  adetachir.eni  o:'the  British  anry  cn^vk*d 
the  N:.u.\ra  River  a:  the  head  o;  Granvl  blatid.  rinevi  ujvn  a  patro! 
of  ::iou::tevl  men.  advanced  and  look  possession  of  a  battery  a: 
Lower  Black  Rock.  A  rather  irailant  eiT^rt  lodUI*.\^i^*  them  rr\n-e\l 
a  failure,  as  did  a  second  attempt  wiih  an  increiii^i  force  :  iir/iw- 
diatclv  after  which  Gen.  Hall  ordered  his  main  lorce  *.'»  march 
fr:*::!  liuiTilo.  The  order  was  but  j\irtiallv  obeyevi :  the  niilitian-.oa 
reused  f^.^m  slumber,  croupirc  in  the  darkness*  unable  toSnd  their 
0  -rs  -^r  c^»:nradc5:  soeirz  the  flashes  and  hear::*::  the  sour.  •<  :f 
:a*:'e :  witnessing  the  d.<n;ay  and  fl-^ihl  of  the  citiiens  of  Buffalo  : 
p.-..":."  Stricken  by  a*l  of  oon:"usi->n  aiivi  disorder  that  surrounded  the::-  . 
T'/irched.  but  many  of  theai  the  uTonj:  way.  Noi  one  h.aif  of  th.>s* 
\\  ho  should  have  p.^ne  to  ihe  rvlief  of  the  small  forces  at  Black  K«.vk. 
obi^yevi  the  orvler  of  Gen.  Hall;  the  rest,  patiic  stricken,  dismayed, 
tiod  in  every  direction  but  the  ri^hi  one. 

At  day  break  in  ;:;e  luornin^.  the  main  British  force,  unier  Gen. 
Riall.  cr^>si5cd  trve  River  and  landevi  at  upjvr  Black  Rock.  Here  a 
tt^terarly  well  conducted  attack  w-.is  made  for  the  s:>ace  of  half  an 
h'.Mir.  when  tor  reasons  which  \*  ill  be  found  in  his  otncia!  re>'»rt. 
Gen.  Ha!l  ordered  a  retreat  to  Buffalo,  which  with  uearlv  his  whoie 
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But  to  return  to  BuflTalo  and  the  morning  of  the  invasion :  —  The 
citizens  commenced  their  flight  soon  after  the  first  repulse  of  our 
troops  at  Black  Rock  ;  but  few  lingered  until  after  day  light.  After 
putting  in  requisition  all  the  available  means  of  conveyance  —  even 
to  the  last  yoke  of  oxen  and  sled,  many  of  the  women  and  children 
were  under  the  necessity  of  fleeing  on  foot,  wading  in  the  snow  at 
an  inclement  season,  illy  prepared  for  the  vicissitudes  they  en- 
countered. In  all  the  distance  from  ButTalo  to  Batavia,  during  the 
dav,  there  was  upon  the  road  an  almost  unbroken  procession  of 
citizens,  panic  stricken  soldier?,  pressing  on  in  the  retreat  as  if  they 
were  hotfv  pursued  ;  and  the  wounded  and  sick,  in  sleighs  or  upon 
litters.  Chher  avenues  of  flight,  especially  the  south  road,  through 
what  is  now  Aurora,  Sheldon,  Warsaw,  iScc,  to  the  Genesee  River, 
presented  similar  scenes.  The  taverns  were  soon  exhausted  of  their 
means  of  feeding  the  hungry  throng,  private  houses  yielded  to  the 
importunities  of  the  famishmg  stinted  supplies  of  provisions  that  had 
been  stored  for  winter's  use.  From  the  start  upon  the  frontier,  the 
first  and  second  day,  the  throngs  were  constantly  increasing  by  the 
addition  of  families  along  the  roads  that  woukl  hastily  pile  a  few  of 
their  house-hold  goods  upon  sleighs,  horse  and  hand  sleds,  and  join 
in  the  flight  Alter  the  first  day's  flight,  those  who  were  consider- 
ate enough  to  realize  that  they  were  out  of  danger,  would  take  t^uiet 
possesion  of  deserted  houses  without  the  fonnality  of  a  lease.  I  pon 
the  old  Bufialo  road,  Batavia  was  the  first  stopping  place,  and  the 
small  village  was  soon  filled  to  over-flowinc ;  private  houses,  offices, 
out-houses,  were  thrown  open  to  shelter  the  weaned  and  suffering 
who  had  been  driven  from  the  frontier.  As  a  measure  of  precaution, 
the  books  and  papers  of  the  Holland  Company's  Land  Office,  were 
removed  over  the  River  to  Lima. 

It  is  impossible  now  to  give  tlie  reader  such  an  account  of  the 
condition  of  things  in  Western  New  York  during  that  ill-fated 
winter,  as  will  enable  him  to  realize  the  alarm,  the  panic,  the  aggre- 
gate calamities  that  prevailed.  On  the  immediate  frontier  all  was 
desi^late  :  the  enemy  holding  possession  of  Fort  Niagara,  detached 
marauding  parties  of  British  and  Indians  came  out  from  it, 
traversed  the  frontier  where  there  was  nothing  left  to  destroy,  and 
made  incursions,  in  some  instances,  in  the  interior,  enlarging  the 
theatre  of  devastation,  and  spreading  alarm  among  those  who  had 
been  bold  enough  to  remain  behind  in  the  flicht.  AVest  of  a  north 
and  south  line  mat  would  pass  through  the  village  of  Le  Roy,  more 
than  one  half  of  the  entire  population  had  been  driven  from  their 
homes  by  the  enemy,  or  had  left  them  in  fear  of  extended  invasion. 
Entire  backwoods  neighborhoods  were  deserted,  hundreds  of  K^  cab- 
ins were  desdate,  and  the  signs  and  sounds  of  life  were  mosth'  the 
deserted  cattle  and  sheep,  lowing  and  bleating,  famishing  for  the 
lack  of  fodder  there  were  none  left  to  deal  out  to  them.  Between 
the  boandary  that  has  been  named  and  the  Genesee  River,  there 
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be  seen  rising  from  the  then  thickly  wooded  vallies  of  Wyoming. 
Alleganjr  and  Cattaraugus. 

Thus  in  all  this  region  closed  the  disastrous  campaign  of  IS  13. 
Were  the  events  of  the  campaign  of  1814  as  intimately  blended 
with  our  subject,  it  would  be  a  far  more  pleasing  task  to  narrate 
them.  The  tide  of  battle  was  effectually  turned.  The  American 
army  under  General  Brown,  crossed  the  Niagara  River  and  cap- 
tured Fort  Erie  on  the  2d  of  July ;  the  battle  of  Chippewa,  of 
Lundv*s  Lane,  the  sortie  of  Fort  Erie,' followed  in  succession :  a  series 
of  brilliant  victories  succeeded ;  in  all  of  which  the  men  of  Western 
New  York  lai^ly  participated.  And  in  those  humble  local  annals, 
let  it  be  recorded  as  an  act  of  justice,  withheld  bv  partial  historians 
of  the  war,  that  citizen  soldiers  who  had  faltered  under  inefficient 
leaders,  won  laurels,  vindicated  this  branch  of  national  defence, 
when  better  leaders,  and  better  auspices  prevailed. 

The  war  closed,  the  year  1815  was  employed  in  recovering  from 
its  effects.  While  most  of  the  early  settlements  upon  Phelps  and 
Gorham's  Purchase  had  been  neither  progressing  nor  retrograding 
during  tlie  war,  the  high  prices  and  ready  market  for  produce  hav- 
ing helped  to  compensate  for  a  diversion  of  its  population  from  their 
accustomed  pursuits ;  most  of  all  the  region  included  in  Morris* 
Reserve  and  the  Holland  Purchase,  more  recently  settled,  was  in  a 
far  more  backward  condition  than  when  the  war  commenced. 
Population  had  decreased,  and  rural  labor,  where  not  suspended, 
had  added  little  to  permanent  improvement.  The  small  openings  of 
the  forest  which  mostly  prevailed,  yielded  no  surplus  to  tne  owners, 
the  enhanced  price  of  wnich  would  have  helped  to  compensate  their 
many  sacrifices ;  while  their  closer  proximity  to  the  Frontier  had 
rendered  them  more  exposed  to  harrassinc;  alarms  and  flight. 

Jn  the  aggregate,  all  of  Western  New  York  presented  a  sad  pic- 
ture of  the  effects  of  the  war.  In  almost  the  entire  landscape  there 
were  evidences  of  neglected  fields,  unrepaired  roads  and  oridj^s. 
While  there  was  the  far  greater  calamity,  the  loss  in  battle,  and  dis- 
eases mostly  orimnating  in  the  camps  of  the  army,  of  manv  heads 
of  families ;  and  here  and  there  among  them  were  some  of  the  most 
prominent  and  useful  citizens. 

Industry  resumed  its  accustomed  avocations ;  a  tolerable  harvest 
was  realized  ;  enough  to  rive  a  far  better  supply  of  food  for  man  and 
beast,  than  had  been  had  the  three  previous  years.  Just  as  the 
countrv  was  recovering  its  lost  ground,  when  courage  and  confi- 
dence had  been  partially  restored,  there  was  a  calamity,  severe  in 
its  effects,  with  the  exception  of  the  loss  of  life,  as  the  events  of  the 
war.  The  year  1816  is  memorable  for  its  "  cold  summer."  June 
frosts  almost  entirely  destroyed  the  summer  crops  ;  in  tlie  forepart 
of  the  month  pools  of  water  were  covered  with  ice.  Upon  ono  oc- 
casion, especially,  in  a  forenoon,  after  the  sun  had  dissi|xited  tlie 
frosts,  the  fields  and  gardens  looked  like  prairies  that  have  been 
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scorched  with  fire.    Summer  crops,  other  than  the  hardier  m:x 
were  crisped  and  blackened ;  the  nopes  and  dependence  of  iKe  p»> 
pie  were  destroyed.     The  wheat  hanrest  was  mostly  protr»r^ 
until  September,  previous  to  which,  in  all  the  more  recentiv  ser^ 
towns   and   neighborhoods,  there   was   much   sufiering  for  focc 
Wheat  was  from  82  to  83  per  bushel,  before  harvest,  and  \l  ijt 
absence  of  summer  crops,  the  price  but  slightly  declined  afier  hx- 
vest.     The  inhabitants  of  nearly  all  the  Holland  Purchase,  a&d  ^ 
of  Allegany  depended  upon  the  older  settlements  in  Ontario  :'x 
bread.     The  Indians  upon  the  Genesee  River  had  a  small  sizrp^^ 
of  corn  of  the  crop  of  1815,  which  the  white  inhabitants  b'x^ 
paying  as  high  as  82  per  bushel.     In  the  new  settlements  wbea: 
and  rye  was  shelled  out  while  in  the  milk,  boiled  and  eaten  as  a  nb- 
stitute  for  bread ;  while  in  many  instances,  the  occupants  of  »jc 
cabins  in  the  wilderness,  subsisted  for  months  and  weeks  upjn  7jC 
roots,  herbs  and  milk.     The  season  of  1816  was  the  climax  of  on^ 
seasons ;  that  of  1817  —  the  commencement  of  a  series  of  iru:::^;! 
ones ;  of  plenty,  and  would  have  been  of  prosperity  if  there  had  ttti 
remunerating  markets  for  produce. 

As  if  this  was  a  devoted  region,  destined  to  a  series  of  drawbacks 
and  hindrances,  as  trial  periods,  or  ordeals,  to  be  passed  thro^A^ii 
before  the  dawning  of  a  better  day,  and  prosperity  in  its  full  fruiiioiL 
First,  there  were  the  almost  insurmountable  difficulties  of  gettisz 
into  the  wilderness  to  make  commencements ;  then  the  privai^.-os 
incident  to  backwoods  life,  accompanied  by  lonjr  and  harruSriii 
years  of  apprehension  of  dancer  from  Indian  wars :  then  fr-.::'-. 
seasons,  but  acconipanied  with  the  serious  drawback,  a  wa:.:  o: 
market,  produce  hK*vond  what  was  wanted  for  home  cor.?iiri.:!-.- 
a  drus:  not  convertitle  even  to  the  necessaries  of  life  —  muc:.  .r^s 
to  its  luxuries ;  then  war  upon  its  immediate  borders,  \vi:h  ili  .'^ 
desolating  and  harrassin^  etfects ;  then  an  untoward  season  *aL:: 
created  almost  a  panic  ;  then  again,  seasons  of  abundance.  L  -:  i:* 
markets,  staple  articles  of  produce  hardly  paying  the  ccfsl  of  :rii«- 
portalion  over  long  and  dreary  woods  roads.  Well  may  ii  k:  n.': 
thai  the  rich  inheritance  —  this  now  smilling  region  of  cities,  vijjzes. 
broad  cultivated  fields,  and  luxurious  rural  dwellinsrs,  has  bee:,  l:- 
easy  acquisition.  Forms  that  linger  among  us,  an3  tar  ir.ort  :ha: 
are  mouldering  beneath  the  soil  they  reclaimed,  were  bowtrd  Jc-wi 
in  the  moral  and  physical  conllict  in  which  all  of  this  was  aitaT.rri- 

Bul  the  '•  BETTER  time"  Came  !  That  great  measure  of  relie:'.  •:: 
emancipation  of  all  this  region;  that  which  enabled  it  to  enter  u;-i 
a  career  of  unexampled  prosperity,  that  has  had  but  little  of  Ltcr- 
ruption  —  the  Erie  Canal,  was  projected  and  consummated. 
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COMPLETION  OF  THE  ERIE  CANAL. 


The  Erie  Canal,  though  an  important  feature  in  the  entire  history 
of  all  this  region,  belongs  to  a  later  oeriod  than  is  generally  intended 
to  be  embraced  in  this  nistory^of  rioneer  Settlement.  Its  history 
in  several  forms  has  been  written,  and  in  a  published  work  of  the 
authors  it  is  the  subject  of  a  chapter.  Passin^r  over  its  projection, 
the  long  series  of  preliminary  events  that  followed,  some  account 
will  be  ffiven  of  its  commencement,  progress,  completion,  and  the 
celebration  of  the  magnificent  achievement :  — 

The  bill  authorizing  the  commencement  of  the  work  became  a 
law  on  the  15th  day  of  April  1817.  On  the  4th  of  July  following, 
ground  was  first  broken  near  Rome.  Before  the  close  of  1819  the 
middle  section  was  completed.  On  the  29th  day  of  October,  ]  822  the 
western  section  had  been  so  far  completed  that  a  boat  laden  with 
flour  from  the  Rochester  mills,  started  from  the  east  side  of  the  Gen- 
esee River  for  Little  Falls.  The  eastern  section  was  completed, 
and  boats  entered  the  Hudson,  on  the  8th  day  of  October,  1823, 
and  about  the  same  time,  the  acqueduct  at  Rochester  was  com- 

f dieted,  and  the  navigation  was  extended  to  Brocknort  or  Holley. 
n  the  season  of  1824  it  was  extended  to  the  foot  ot  the  combined 
Locks  at  Lockport,  a  tow  path  had  been  made  upon  the  Tonawan- 
da  Creek,  the  canal  along  the  Niagara  River  to  Buffalo  creek  had 
been  completed,  and  nothing  remained  unfinished  but  the  deep  cut- 
ing  through  the  Mountain  Kidge.  That  was  vigorously  prosecuted, 
under  the  immediate  superintendence  of  Gov.  Bouck,  then  the  act- 
ing commissioner  upon  the  western  section.  Toward  the  last  of 
September  1825,  he  was  enabled  to  announce  to  the  President  of  the 
Canal  Board,  Gen.  Stephen  Van  Renselear,  that  on  the  26th  of 
October  the  unfinished  part  of  the  Canal  would  be  completed  and 
in  a  condition  to  admit  the  passage  of  boats. 

Active  preparations  for  the  celeoration  of  the  great  and  auspicious 
event  immeaiately  succeeded,  the  city  of  New  York  taking  the 
lead,  Albany  and  Troy,  and  all  the  principal  villages  upon  the  line 
of  the  Canal,  and  near  it,  actively  co-operating.  With  independent 
action  in  the  different  localities,  there  was  yet  such  joint  and  mutu- 
al arrangments  as  to  ensure  a  jubilee,  extending  from  Sandy  Hook 
to  Lake  Erie. 

It  is  impossible  now  to  convey  to  the  reader  an  adequate  impres- 
sion of  the  joyous  spirit  that  predominated  —  of  the  manifestation 
of  a  feeling  of  pride  and  triumph  that  pervaded.  It  was  the  theme 
of  the  newspaper  press,  of  public  orators,  of  conventional  resolu- 
tions. It  was  as  if  a  whole  people  had  a  just  appreciation  of  the 
present  benefits  of  the  great  achievement,  and  gifted  with  the  ken  of 
prophecy,  looked  to  coming  years,  caught  a  glimpse  of  the  future 
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The  signal  gun  fired,  the  Seneca  Chief  led  off  in  fine  style,  towed 
by  fourgrey  horses  fancifully  caparisoned.  Three  other  boats,  the 
rerry,  Superior,  and  Buffalo,  followed.  Their  daparture  was  amid 
the  discharges  of  vollies  of  musketry  and  the  deafening  shouts  of  a 
multitude  assembled  upon  the  banks  of  the  canal.  An  oration,  ode, 
address,  and  a  public  oall  finished  out  the  day  and  evening  in  Buf- 
falo. 

Lockport,  where  the  last  barrier  had  been  removed,  where  boats 
were  for  the  first  time  to  pass  a  stupendous  chain  of  Locks,  occu- 
pied a  conspicuous  position  in  the  nrst  days  programme.  It  was 
arranged  that  the  first  formal  reception  of  the  pioneer  fleet  should 
be  at  that  point.  And  well  did  the  young  village,  perched  upon  the 
brow  of  tne  Mountain  Rid^  amid  huge  stone  piles,  log  heaps  and 
standing  trees,  acquit  itself  in  all  that  devolved  upon  it.  It  was 
the  gathering  place  of  almost  the  entire  mass  of  the  citizens  of  the 
county,  and  of  great  numbers  from  other  counties.  At  9  o'clock 
A.  M.  a  procession  was  formed  and  marched  to  the  foot  of  the 
Locks,  where  the  Packet  Boat  Wm.  C.  Bouck,  was  in  waiting  to 
receive  the  Canal  Commissioners,  Engineers,  canal  contractors, 
officers  of  the  day  and  various  committees ;  the  boat  Albany  of  the 
old  Pilot  Line,  to  receive  the  Ladies ;  and  other  boats,  for  the 
accommodation  of  others  of  the  assembled  multitude.  Immediately 
after  the  Grand  Salute  had  passed  from  Buffalo,  east,  the  gates  of 
both  the  lower  locks  were  opened  and  the  fleet  of  boats  commenced 
ascending,  the  Bouck  and  the  Albany,  ahead,  side  by  side,  in  the 
combined  Locks. 

The  passage  of  the  Locks  was  amid  the  incessant  discharge  of 
artillery,  •  thousands  of  heavy  rock  blasts,  f  the  enlivening  strains 
of  music,  and  the  deafening  shouts  of  a  throng  assembled  on  either 
side  of  the  canal.  As  soon  as  the  two  forward  boats  had  reached 
the  basin  above  the  Locks,  they  were  drawn  up  side  by  side,  an 
appropriate  prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev  Mr.  Winchell,  and  an 
address,  of  marked  ability  maae  by  John  Birdsall  Esq.  J  The 
earthquake  sounds  had  been  hushed  to  silence  by  an  offering  of 
prayer,  the  invoking  of  a  Divine  blessing  upon  one  of  the  greatest 
of  human  achievements,  the  voice  of  the  multitude  was  stilled ; 
stepping  upon  an  elevated  platform,  the  young  orator  exclaimed ;  — 


*  One  piece  of  heavy  MxUXlerf  was  disehai^B^  fiftttan  times  in  mc4  of  uvetal  imii- 
idro,  by  meont  of  cartiidges,  uid  fuses  poijectiDg  from  the  musle.  A  feat  perhaps 
nerer  excelled  in  ^imezy. 

t  Holes  were  drilled  in  the  rock,  chargodi  and  hundreds  of  them  fired  almost  fiimul- 
taneoualy  by  means  of  trails  of  powdor. 

t  He  was  of  tlie  £fimily  of  his  name  in  Chenango  county ;  a  leading  member  of  the 
Bar  of  Niagara ;  afterwards,  a  Circuit  Judge  and  Senator.  He  emigrated  to  Texas, 
where  he  died  just  as  a  high  career  of  public  honors  and  usefulness  was  opening  before 
liia  in  the  young  state. 


^^ 
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"  The  last  barrier  is  passed !  We  have  now  risen  to  the  lere!  •? 
Lake  Erie !"  Continuing  in  a  strain  of  eloquence  seldom  surj^wc 
to  speak  generally  of  the  great  consummation,  he  said,  pointinz'j 
the  Loclvs. —  ''On  that  marble  slab  we  have  the  record  of  ^ 
commencement,  the  extent,  and  the  millions  it  has  cosL  Fr.i 
that  inscription  cast  your  eyes  upon  the  vast  and  magnificent  vra 
through  wnich  we  Kave  just  passed ;  behold  its  solid  a.v^  fr.s?f>t 
walls ;  survey  those  mounds  of  broken  rock  that  encompa?*  u?  c 
either  hand ;  then  trace  this  chasm  as  it  sinks  deeper  and  de^:?: :: 
the  solid  rock  before  us  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach.  I::  :he«. 
and  in  works  like  these,  you  have  the  record,  the  eternal  record  >:: 
its  GREATNESS  and  grandeur!" 

At  the  close  of  the  address,  the  discharge  of  cannon,  of  r-xl 
music  and  cheering,  was  resumed,  the  boat^  starting  we<t  to  aeti 
the  fleet  from  Buffalo.  The  meeting  took  place  in  Tonai^riii 
creek,  the  combined  fleet  returning  to  Lockport,  where  a  supp*:  iii 
l)een  prepared,  and  where  the  day  closed  with  the  best  derr.onr--a- 
tions  of  joyous  festivity  that  a  young  village  in  the  woods  cc^ 
make. 

It  was  late  in  the  evening  before  the  fleet  of  boats  left  Lxkfcr. 
At  Newport,  (now  Albion,)  the  day  had  been  celebrated,  the  den>:^- 
strations  prolonged  to  the  "  small  hours"  of  the  morning,  the  citiaa 
of  the  young  villace,  (then  but  a  small  cluster  of  buildings)  tx3^ 
determined  that  nignt  and  darkness  should  not  loose  them  the  •■rw- 
tunity  of  hailing  the  travellers  that  were  Pioneering  the  r.ew  ::,:£ 
from'the  Lakes  to  the  Ocean.  At  Holley  and  Brrtckp-Tt.  " i  :hi 
morning  of  the  27th,  the  citizens  of  all  the  surroundiiij  c  \:.^ 
had  assembled  to  give  the  fleet  of  boats  a  salute  as  it  pa^soi  ^: 
celebrate  the  day. 

Rochester,  then  a  village  of  about  8.000  inhabitant?,  entere-l  -:?.•:. 
a  spirit  of  joy  and  enthusiasm  into  .irrangemenls  for  pari"':  :  -'.  :^ 
in  tne  ceremonies.  The  city,  now.  with  its  forty  thousand  .:.:.i:.:- 
ants,  and  all  it  psesent  means  of  disjilav,  would  nnl  be  likely.  ••:.  rj 
similar  occasion,  to  excel  the  then  village.  It  had  a  IW'eW  •ci-* 
of  the  immense  advantages  it  was  to  reap  from  the  comj-lcL'  -  j:' 
the  creat  work. 

The  Seneca  Chief,  with  the  loats  in  her  train  arrived  ai. :  ^  J 
moored  in  Child's  Basin,  at  2  o'clock  P.  M.  Eight  milirar}-  ■:  .:- 
panics  and  an  immense  concourse  of  citizens  from  the  vi!!2j-»  ::: 
nil  the  surrounding  conntry,  greeted  the  arrival.  Upon  the  \\':.2r 
nn  arch  had  been  raised  surmounted  by  an  eagle.  Under  :•.  ^^-.t* 
the  Rochester  and  C.inandaigua  committees  prepared  f-.r  :''.-.•  re- 
ception of  the  committees  that  had  arrived  on  the  Seneci  Cr:-:: 
Short  congratulatory  addresses  were  made  by  Gen.  Math-M*  .ri 
John  C.  Spencer  Esq.,  which  were  replied  to  "by  Governor  C';;^:•- 
'ttsion  was  formed  and  marched  to  the  Presbyterian  Chcrrh 
-^yer  was  ofiered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pennev    and  an  ad- 
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dress  delivered  by  Timothv  Childs  Esn.  A  dinner  was  prepared 
at  Christopher's  Mansion  House.  Gen.  Mathews  presiding,  assisted 
by  Jonathan  Childs  and  Jesse  Hawley  Esqs.  The  celebration 
concluded  with  a  grand  ball,  and  a  general  illumination  of  the  vll- 
lage.  At  seven  o  clock  in  the  evening,  the  boats  departed  tor  the 
east,  the  '*  Young  Lion  of  the  West,"  a  boat  fitted  up  for  the  occasion. 
with  a  committee  of  ten  citizens  of  Rochester*  on  board,  having 
been  added  to  the  flotilla. 

At  the  prominent  points,  from  Rochester  to  Albanv,  where  the 
Beet  was  to  pass  bv  dav  lijiht.  celebrations  had  lH>en  arranged  : 
there  were  processions,  concratulatorv  addresses,  firing  of  cannon. 
music,  and  other  demonstrations  of  wpular  enthusiasm  :  even  when 
small  villages  were  passed  in  the  night,  crowds  were  assembled,  and 
9onw  tbnn  of  greelini»  tendered.  "It  was,"  said  one  of  the  west- 
pm  committee  men,  "  like  a  continuous  or  protracted  Fourth  of 
lulv  celebration." 

The  fleet  arrived  at  Albany  on  the  2d  of  November.  The  cel- 
ebration there  was  upon  a  scale  of  magnificence  never  before,  or 
since  attempted  at  the  Capitol. 

But  it  was  reserved  for  the  Empire  citv  of  the  Empire  state  to 
add  the  prind  finale  —  to  tenninate  the  Jubilee  —  by  putting  in 
requisition  her  immense  facilities  uix>n  land  and  water.  It  was 
laid  bv  a  gentleman  present  who  had  witnessed  the  naval  fete 
Kiven  by  the  Prince  Regent  of  England,  upon  the  Thames,  during 
the  visit  of  the  Allied  Sovreigns  to  London,  after  the  dethronement  of 
Napoleon,  that  the  spectacle  upon  the  waters  at  New  York  so  tar 
transcended  that  in  the  metropolis  of  England  as  scarcely  to  admit 
of  comparison."  The  citizens  of  the  great  metropolis  had  Kvn 
slow  to  anticipate  the  vast  contributions  which  the  Erie  Canal  was 
to  bring  to  it ;  but  the  completion  of  a  portion  of  it,  and  the  rvsnlis 
that  had  accrued,  had  awakened  them  from  a  state  of  seeming 
indilTerence. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3*1  of  November  a  flotilla  started  from 
Albany.  It  consisted  of  the  Chancellor  Livingston,  havii^g  in  tow 
the  Seneca  Chief;  the  Constitution,  having  in  tow  the  Young  Lion 
of  the  West:  the  Chief  Justice  Marshall," having  in  tow  the  Niag- 
ara, from  Black  Rock.  Five  other  steamboats  followed,  some  of 
them  having  canal  boats  in  tow.  With  colors  streaming,  bands 
of  music  playing,  with  shouting  and  huzzas,  the  flotilla  moved  down 
the  Hudson,  demonstrations  of  congratulation  extended  to  it  from 
■11  the  prominent  points  in  the  River  counties. 

Arrivinff  in  New  York  before  day  light,  it  had  only  to  await  the 
rising  of  tne  sun  to  be  creeted  with  salutes  of  artillery'  from  various 
points  and  a  merry  peal  of  the  city  bells.     The  steamboat  Washing- 


*  TVy  ww»  :*  Elidu  E  Strewn;.  L^n  Ward.  A.  V.  T.  Lnvin,  Wnu  R  Rockti»u?r. 
ILHnllMiVA.JtejBoU^A.Stiong.  R.  Beach,  E.  Johiww.  and  £.  8.  BckIl 
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THE  WILL  OF  JElflHi.  WILEIlfSON.— [BnnLUO  m  ntruomm  vms.] 


"  Tho  Lut  Will  and  Te«l«ment  of  the  penoii  ciUed  The  TTolTaiMiI  Fnend,  of  Janm- 
km,  in  the  countj  of  Ontario,  and  State  of  New  Totk  —  who  is  Iha  yeau  ona 
thousand  aeTco  hundred  and  cerentj-aiz,  waa  called  Jemima  WilldnaoD,  and  onx 
EiDce  that  time  the  UniTereal  Friend,  a  new  name  which  the  tnoaOi  of  the  Loid 
hath  named.    Conddcring  the  nncertaintj  of  this  mottal  life,  and  being  of  soand 
mind  and  memory,  bleMed  be  the  Lord  of  Sabaoth,  and  Fatho'  of  tHaiaea,  thtm- 
for  —  I  do  make  and  publish  this  my  last  Will  and  Tcatameot. 
"I.  —  My  willia  that  myjust  debts  be  paid  by  my  Executois  hereafter  named. 
"IL  —  1  gire,  boqueath  andderise,  unto  Rachel  Malin  and  Hargarot  Malin,  now  of 
said  JeniBalcm,  all  my  earthly  property,  both  real  and  personal :  —  that  ia  to  aay,  all 
my  land  lying  in  Jerusalem  and  BeDton,orelsevherBin  the  coanlyof  Ontario,  togetlitf 
with  all  the  buildings  thereon,  to  tbem,  tbe  sidd  Rachel  and  Ifarg«Mi^  «nd  their  bdis 
and  assigns  forerer,  t«  be  equally  and  amicably  shared  between  tliero,  the  —'•*  RacU 
and  Margaret,     And  I  do  give  and  bequeath  U>  tbe  said  Rachel  and  Uargarat  HiUo, 
all  my  wearing  apparel,  oU  my  household  furniture,  and  all  my  horeeo,  cattle^  sheep 
and  swiue,  of  every  kind  and  description;  and  also  all  my  carriages,  wagona  and  cart* 
of  every  kind,  leather  with  all  my  farming  tools  and  utensils,  and  all  my  monabte 
prupcrty,  of  every  nature  and  description  whalers. 

"III.  —  Uy  will  is  that  all  the  present  members  of  my  family,  and  rt'^'li  of  them,  b^ 
employed,  if  they  please,  and  if  employed,  supported  during  natural  life,  by  the  — i-^ 
ItiLchcl  and  Margaret,  and  when  any  of  Ibem  become  unable  to  help  themaelr^  the^ 
arc  according  to  such  inability,  kindly  to  be  taken  care  of  by  the  said  Rachel  and  Mac  — 
garet.  And  my  will  also  is,  that  all  poor  persona  beknging  to  the  Socie^  of  TTniiiniiwT 
Friends,  shall  rccciTe  from  the  said  Aachel  and  Maigaret,  such  aaaistance  and  Bnppof^ 
during  tbeir  natural  life  as  they  need  —  and  in  case  any  or  either  of  my  bmily,  cv' 
pkcwhere  in  the  society,  shall  turn  away,  such  shall  forfeit  the  proviaioni  herein  mail.^ 

1  bi'reby  ordaiu  and  appoint  the  above  Rachel  Malin  and  Margaret  Mnli«:»» 
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the  Lake.  Jud^  Wilkinson  who  had  l)ecn  chairman  of  the  Buf- 
falo committee,  m  a  short  address,  alluded  to  the  long  succession  of 
public  celebrations  the  committee  had  witnessed  upon  their  tour, 
"the  offerings  of  simultaneous  impulse;  one  continued  round  of  joy 
and  feslivitv."  Alluding  to  the  ceremonies  at  Sandy  Hook,  anci 
accompanying  his  words  with  the  act  of  pouring  the  contents  of 
the  keg  into  the  Lake,  he  said :  —  There,  in  pursuance  of  arrange- 
ments marked  with  splendor  and  magnificence,  the  waters  of  the 
Lake  were  mingled  with  those  of  the  Ocean  ;  and  we,  in  return,  now 
mingle  those  of  the  Ocean  with  the  Lake."  * 

Thus  ended  the  protracted  jrniLEE ;  a  long  series  of  demonstra- 
tions, of  public  rejoicings —  such,  in  the  aggregate  as  have  never 
attended  a  pcaceiul  triumph  of  the  wisdom,  energy  and  foresight 
of  any  people  in  any  age.  The  history  of  the  canals  has  been 
already  perpetuated  ;  in  the  absence  of  any  history  of  the  celebra- 
tion of  its  completion,  in  any  generally  accessible  form*  the  author 
has  deemed  it  not  an  unfitting  addition  to  a  work  like  this.  For  the 
Genesee  Country  it  was  a  crowning  triumph ;  a  consummation  blend- 
ed with  all  that  scene  of  enterprise  and  prosperity  it  now  presents. 
The  reader  who  did  not  witness  the  events,  who  may  be  disposed  to 
look  back  upon  them  with  a  feeling  of  indifference  which  a  long 
enjoyment  of  the  greatest  of  public  blessings  has  a  tendencv  to 
create ;  who  perhaps  will  smile  at  the  seeming  extravagance  of'  the 
demonstrations ;  will  at  least  observe  how  just  an  estimate  was  made 
of  the  benefits  that  were  to  flow  from  the  great  achievement. 

*  A  line  of  Packet  UoaU.  had  been  |>rf^1oiisly  czteDded  at  far  wvat  a^  Lock- 
port.  lU  boats  were  a  dgw  thing,  and  a  luxury  ;  tl«e  first  trauaitioD  fmm  tho  old  him- 
ticring  9ln^  coach,  plodding  over  heavy  mails  hy  dav  and  ni^ht.  Familiar  names 
with  the  public  are  aflaociatisl  with  thi>90  early  lioata.  There  wuro  Capta.  Israel  Smith, 
Jo«l  Cod  J,  Harry  Swan,  Simeon  Bristol,  liainlin  Stilwi*!!,  Wm.  Rog<erM,  Hiram  Oixvn- 
man,  ^^—  Fenelou,  A.  Philips*,  Samuel  Allen.  iN'vmour  Scovell  b'.iilt  the  first 
Packet  went  of  Montciuma.  the  Mvxon  Uolley,  and  Oliver  Culver  the  next  one,  the 
Wm.  C.  BoQck.  Those  of  the  captains  then  in  flervice,  wero  on  hand,  bearing  a  con- 
spicuous part  in  the  great  celebration.  Capt  Stilwoll,  the  only  8urvivi>r.  it  is  presumed 
is  yet  connected  with  the  Packet  line.  Then  young  and  ardent,  he  fille<l  a  jui;  with 
ocean  water  at  Sandy  Hook,  pressed  on  ahead  of  the  returning  committees,  and  had  a 
*  mingliDg  of  the  waters**  upon  his  own  aecount 

Note. —  In  the  author's  published  work,  tho  "  History  of  the  Holland  Purchaai\" 
there  is  a  mure  extended  notice  of  the  Canal  —  embraciui;  a  brief  ^kvtcll  i<f  it«  onm- 
mencement  and  pfngresn  as  well  as  \tn  final  completion.  The  rhiinfl  of  .Tea<f.  Haw- 
LFT,  a  ritiien  of  Western  New  York,  the  Projector  of  the  over  land  Canal  —  are  fully 
recognixcd  and  established  :  and  the  claims  of  other  prominent  men  in  this  rei^ion,  as 
helpers  of  the  great  work  in  its  days  of  weakneai  and  doubt,  are  alio  prvforretl  It 
should  there  have  been  Raid  tliat  Micah  Bn>ok«  took  an  active  part  not  only  in  eHcit- 
ing  and  disReminating  information  as  to  the  pnu^tirabilitv  of  the  measure,  but  in  brini*- 


Xew  York,  arc  also  blended  with  enrlv  Canal  movements.    The  acting  commis- 


i|:ht. 

Engincera,  now  recollected,  were  : —  Alfri.tl  Barrett,  Price,  PorteoUR  Rixit.  John 

HopkiiML  Davit  Hud,  Dr.  Whippo,  Svbridc  Dodge,  a  sod  of  David  Tlionias,  and 
■Mlhar  of  Jndfs  Wr|^  bodl  of  whom  diod  wUla  tbe  work  wm  pmgroaring. 


588  SKBn  AHD  QMHAllb  FimOHA8& 


TBB  WIXL  OF  mtlMA  WILttHBOK.*— [BaatBB  n  or 


«  The  iMt  Wm  aad  Taitimttt  of  tlia  paioA  edied  TU  Unbvid  FandL  of . 
km,  in  Uie  eoonty'  itf  Ontario,  and  State  of  ITew  Toik— ^lo  in  te 
thoQMnd  aercii  lumdied  and  ae?enlj-«i,  waa  called  Jemima  WiUaaam. 
dnee  thai  time  the  Unhrand  Friend,  e  new  name  wlkh  the  mocA  ef  thi  Lai 
hathnamed.    Oonridering the nnegrtrinty  of  thia mortal  EK and  ba^ rf 
mind  and  memcny,  blened  be  flie  Loid  of  Sahaott,  and  Fathv  of 
fgr — I  do  make  and  pablidi  thb  mj  lait  Wm  and  Teatament 
«  L — If 7  win  ii  that  my  jnrt  debCa  be  paid  hj  mj  Eneevton 
« IL-- 1  giro,  beijoeafli  and  deria^  nnto  Radml  llalin  and  Maigaiel  Ifrlia.  B0V  rf 
aald  Jeraaakm^all  my  earthly  piopatj,  bo<h  real  and  peaoBal:— ttatiitDmr.d 
my  land  lyingin  Jcnualem  and  Benioo,  or  ebewbeniin  die  comrty  of  OatHiP^ 
with  all  the  boildingetheraoa,  to  them,  the  mkl  Bachcl  andlCavsara^  awl 
iiid  aarigna  foterer,  to  be  equally  and  aaricabty  dialed  between  tfaea^  the  amd  la^ 
aadMargaret    And  I  do  gire  and  beijoeafli  to  the  aaid  Badial  and 
all  my  wearing  ^ppard,  all  my  hooaahold  Aunitni%  and  all  my 
aadawine^ofeTeiykindand  deecriptaon;  aadalaoallmycaiTii^ 
of  ereiy  kind,  together  with  all  my  fimning  toola  and  ntnaiK  ud  all  my 
property,  of  ereiy  natme  and  deecription  whatefer. 

"IIL— My  will  ii  that  all  the  preeent  memben  of  my  frmily,  aaden^  ef  thn»hi 
employed,  if  they  pleaae^  and  if  employed,  iopported  diirin|^  natnral  lif^  by  thiai 
Rachel  and  Margaret,  and  when  any  of  them  become  nnable  to  help  theoad^m^ 
aie  according  to  such  inability,  kindly  to  be  taken  care  of  by  the  aaid  Rachel  and  Mjl- 
garet  And  my  will  also  ia,  that  all  poor  pereoae  beknging  to  the  Society  of  ruTcml 
Friends,  shall  receive  from  the  aaid  Rachel  and  If aigmret,  aach  aasiatance  and  npft^t 
during  their  natural  life  as  they  need — and  in  case  any  or  either  of  my  baiilT.  « 
elsewhere  in  the  society,  shall  tun  away,8nch  shaU  larfett  the  pioTiaiona  hocin  sail 
for  them. 

« IV.  —  I  hereby  ordain  and  appoint  the  abore  Rachel  Mafin  and  ICaxgaret  Mi£a. 
Executors  of  this  my  last  will  and  teatament 

"  In  witness  whereoC  I»  the  person  once  called  Jemima  Wilkinaon,  bat  in  snd  evw 
since  the  jear  1777,  known  ss,  and  caDed,  The  UniTeml  Friend,  herevmto  set  mj  asne 
and  seal,  the  25th  day  of  second  month,  in  the  year  of  the  Lord,  eighteen  hundred  lad 
eijcbteen. 

THE  PUBLIC  UmVERSAL  FRIEXD.    (L  &) 
In  preeence  of,  ^.'* 

**  Bs  rr  KEMiMBintKi),  That  in  order  to  remote  all  doabta  of  tibe  doe  ezeeotion  of  tk 

fbregoiog  Will  and  Testament  being  the  person  who  before  the  year  one  thocaad 

ssTsn  hundred  and  serenty-seren,  waa  known  and  called  by  th»  name  of  JcniBBi 

WilkinCM,  bot  since  that  time  aa  the  UniTsrssl  Friend,  do  make  poblie  and  dedse. 

the  within  instrament,  as  my  last  Will  and  Testament  aa  witneas  my  hand  and  msI 

this  17th  day  of  the  ssTsnth  month,  (July,)  in  the  ycer  one  thooaaad  eigfat  hoadnsi 

and  eighteen.  her 

^  JEMiaiA  X  WILKiyS05. 

Or  UKiTSRSAL  Faisanx* 


